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LECHLADE: Butler's rField - David Miles and Simon Palmer

Excavations have progressed at this scheduled site on the north-west fringe
of Lechlade for the past six weeks. The original proposal was to conduct &
three-week excavation in advance of a housing development, funded by the site
owners, the Cotswold District Council, Cropmarks revealed a small ring diteh
(part of a linear group of larger ring ditches}, a linear boundary ditch
{belicved to be a continuation of a Late Bronze Age ditch excavated lkm to
the north at the Reughground Farm Villa in the 1960's) and converying Remano-
british trackways and enclosures, An unexpected dimension which led to the
extension of the excavation was the discovery of a large Angle-Saxon
cemelery.

Ring Bitch

A relatively smait ring 15m in diameter, with a ditch 1.9 deep and 2w wide,
sutromided a central croemation in a shallow scoops  Also inside the ring was
a large pit 1.5m deep and bell shaped. A cremation was found near the
bottom. The pit is probably a secondary feature related to the Late Bronze
Age/Early Iron Age boundary inte which the cremation fell as a result of
erosion on the sides of the pit.

FifLy metres north-cast of the ring three further cremations weve found in
small pits. Only flint debris was found in association with them. These
cremation pits were not. within ring ditches but they were aligned on the ring
ditch grougp.

L

¢ Bronze Age/barly lron Age Boundary

'he linear boundary has been traced for G500 metres on aerial photographs,
bisecting the plateau of the secomd gravel terrace at Lechlade. The V-shaped
diteh was 1.5m deep. The boundary was found to be complex with several
elements parallel to the large ditch on the west side was a narrow siot and
on the east side a series of large pits, up to 1.5m deep and two metres
apart. Several of the pits were bell-shaped and one was lined with clay.
west of the pit alignment was a parallel line of post holes and beyond them a
further narrow siot. Shell-gritted pottery in small quantities was found in
sovoral of these features.
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