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FAIRFORD: Thornhill Farmm - Simon Palmer and David Miles

Major excavations started, at the begin of S8eptember, on the next phase of
the Unit's landscape project in the Cotswold Water Park. This site at
Thornhill Farm lies adjacent to Claydon Pike and is on the same Homan road
network.

The focus of the excavation this year is a settlement area defined by a
series of irregular and circular enclosures running along side an offshoot of
the Haman road. Its superficial appearance is of a ribbon-devel oped village.

Little as yet can be said with topsoil stripping still in progress, its date
however is clear lst century BC/1st century AD contemporary with the earlier
phases of Claydon Pike. The interest iies in the relationship of this
overtiy native settlement and the 'official-locking' depot phase of Claydon
Pike.

Phosphate transects have been put across the site to help pinpoint areas of
more intense activity, as it is in this period that buildings are notoriously
difficult to locate.

As at Claydon Pike it is clear that there is an early phase of occupation
predating the formalization of the road-line by road side ditches. It is
lioped over the coming months that a more detailed devel opment pattern of
settlement and road will be elucidated.

LECHLADE: Mambridge Lane — Simon Palmer arnd R A Chsmbers

A human skeleton was discovered in a builder's foundation trench in Hambridge
lane, Lechlade in July. The prone, west—east inhumation iay well below the
accumulations of cccupation debris from the present 18th century cottage.
There was no assoclated dating evidence. It is likely to have been an
outlier from e¢ither the Rough Ground Roman villa or the Saxon cemetery at
Butlers Field.
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