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Berkshire
READING: Business Park - John Moore and Gerry Wait

Work was well in hand on the second stage of excavation when a rise
of 27 in water—-table nrevented any furither progress  on the main
area. More circular huts, four-post structures and rubbish pits of
the later Brooze Age period had been revealed on the periphery of
the settlement alongside an old watgr channel. Not encugh of  the
area had bepen cleared to be able to say anything about the lJayoout of
the settlemant. & crouched burial was located on bthe north side of
the sgltilement area. Finds are few, sspecially in comparison to the
apttlement site already completed In 'Long Ground  to the south
easl,

Twn  areas 200m and 300m to the north of the old water course have
been sampled.  Parts of the Bronze Age field system were revealed in
the A{fprm of pit alignments and interrupted ditches. Work  wiil
recomnmence AN SHrinag.

Glouees

tershive
F&LRFORD Thornhill Farm - David Miles and Simon Palmer

Excavations ran from June to ctober with a small MSC and  volunteer
workioarce. Further stripping revealed more of this giffuse 'native’
gettlement (dated ¢. ©O-100 AD) which lies o. 1km west of Claydon
File.,

The main trench (o 120m % 120m) is characterised by a sequence of
oval enclosures (10-20m across) interspersed with waterholes or
walls, Environmental evidence (analysis by Mark Robinson) indicate
that the enclosures were stock corrale - periods of intense use
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Planning and Archasgalogy

A more effective approach {o the more systematic protection  and
recording of sites affected by mineral extraction has come a step
closer. In close co-pperation with the County Museum, we have been
urging the Oxfordshire County Council for some time to adopt
pelicies for mineral extraction which will deal much mare firmly
wWwith the threat that this poses to archaesnlogical landscapes . 1he
County has now produced draft policies which, 1f they survive the
criticism they will probably receive from the industey and the Dok,
will al exciude imporitant s:ites from exbtraction, I3) FEROULE @
developers to present an archaeological evaluation report on  areas
they propose Lo operate, ©) ensure that rescue excavalion 1%
properiy funded by the developer in advance of extraction. This
wili bring Uxfordshire into ling with Berkshire as one of the mast
forward-looking planning authorities in the country as far as
mineral extraction is concerned.

WANTELD: A Volunteer

Do any of our readers fancy spending a few days a monih heliping with
our Tinsncial work? We need someone who likes money, isn’t afraxd
o1 computers, who bas a clear head, and who could spare some Lime o
help us. Flease let lan Burrow know if this is you.

Have a happy

Christmas from ...and have a

me ..

happy Christmas

from him!




