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SUMMARY

Nuffield Health is developing proposals for a nevivate hospital and integrated
well-being facility on the site of the former Mamgter Metropolitan University
(MMU) Elizabeth Gaskell Campus at Hathersage Roadthe Ardwick area of
Manchester (centred on NGR 385432 395750). Thetearti®n works required for
the proposed development will necessitate conditeer@arth-moving works, which
will inevitably have a negative impact on any bdrachaeological remains.

The archaeological potential of the site has begghlighted by a desk-based
assessment, which showed that the site had beepiedcduring the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries by a farmhouse and assodat®d and also had been the site of
an early boundary between the townships of ChodtoiMedlock and Rusholme. In
the light of the conclusions drawn by the desk-basssessment, Oxford Archaeology
North was commissioned by Nuffield Health to caroyt a programme of
archaeological evaluation. This comprised the meiclahexcavation of four targeted
trenches within the study area in order to evaltia¢earchaeological resource. The
evaluation was carried out in May 2015.

A substantial and well-preserved laid brick surfa@s revealed along the base of one
of the trenches placed across the farmhouse, vengsine-built foundation that acted,
at least in part, as a drain was exposed in thenseitench. Limited excavation of the
construction trench for this stone-built structyielded an assemblage of pottery
fragments to which a late seventeenth to nineteesitury date range can be
ascribed. The trench placed across the footpritite@butbuilding associated with the
farmhouse similarly revealed a laid brick surfateaashallow depth. This surface
retained evidence for repairs that had been exedotéoth brick and concrete, but
nevertheless appeared to be associated with thest@ad structures shown on the
historic mapping. The final trench targeted thenfer township boundary feature
depicted on the sequence of historical mapping. él@rn excavation revealed that
this part of the site had been subject to considernaodern disturbance, including a
large negative feature that continued to a deptbreéter than 1.3m and contained
modern materials to depth. No evidence for theohisttownship boundary was
identified, suggesting that it had been destroyed.

Whilst the buried archaeological remains of themfer Blackstake farmhouse and
associated outbuilding identified in Trenches 1&ld not merit preservatian-situ,
their damage or destruction during the course ef phoposed development will
require an appropriate mitigation strategy to brenidated. Any such strategy will be
decided in consultation with the Greater Manchestechaeological Advisory
Service, in their capacity as archaeological adgigo Manchester City Council.
However, it is envisaged that the stripping of thedern surfacing from across the
full footprint of Blackstake farmhouse would be appropriate course of action. This
would enable the extent, character and significaniceéhe buried remains to be
understood fully, and allow a decision to be redcag to whether any more detailed
archaeological excavation and recording was meriteddvance of the proposed
construction programme. Conversely, the evaludtiemches have concluded that the
historic township boundary has been largely destlopy modern activity and,
consequently, does not merit any further invesogat

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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1. INTRODUCTION

11
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1.1.2

1.13
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1.2.2

1.2.3

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

Nuffield Health is developing proposals for a newvate hospital and
integrated well-being facility on the site of theorrher Manchester
Metropolitan University (MMU) Elizabeth Gaskell Caos at Hathersage
Road, in the Ardwick area of Manchester. The camsiton works required for
the proposed development will necessitate conditer@arth-moving works,
which will inevitably have a negative impact on aboyried archaeological
remains.

The archaeological potential of the site has beghlighted by a desk-based
assessment produced by Oxford Archaeology North KOAh) in April 2015.
This study showed that the site had been occupiethgl the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries by a farmhouse and associsted and had also been
crossed by an early boundary ditch between thergsibwnships of Chorlton-
on-Medlock and Rusholme. The desk-based assesstnantuded that the
farm buildings and the early township boundary tedriintrusive evaluation
by archaeological trial trenching.

In the light of the conclusions drawn from the désised study, OA North
was commissioned by Nuffield Health to carry out peogramme of
archaeological evaluation. This comprised the meiché excavation of four
targeted trenches within the study area, which dineeestablish character,
extent, date and significance of the below-grouti@eological resource. The
evaluation trench was carried out in May 2015.

SITE LOCATION

The study area (centred on NGR 385432 395750)wi#sn the grounds of

the former Manchester Metropolitan University Ebeth Gaskell Campus in
the Ardwick area of Manchester. The site is bouniedHathersage Road to
the north, Upper Brook Street to the east and @xRiace to the south (Fig
1). Further buildings associated with the univesitand the hospital are
situated between the study area and Wilmslow Riatthe west.

The area mainly comprises a relatively level aremidated by the three-
storey School of Domestic Sciences building, fregtHathersage Road, and a
modern five-storey college building across the emstpart of the site. A
series of twentieth-century buildings occupy muétihe central area, and a
row of Edwardian villas front Oxford Place in theush. Much of the open
ground is tarmacced with a number of grassed #Rdate 1).

The superficial geology comprises boulder clay wpidtches of sand and
gravel, overlying Permo-Triassic rock formationstloé Sherwood Sandstone
Group (Hallet al 1995).

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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Plate 1: Ariel view across the study area

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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2. METHODOLOGY

21

211

2.1.2

2.2

221

EVALUATION TRENCHING

Four trenches were excavated mechanically acrasdatbtprint of features

identified in the desk-based assessment as beimptehtial archaeological
interest. Trenches 1 and 2 were located acrosssiiee of the former

Blackstake farmhouse that is depicted on eighteeartd nineteenth-century
mapping, and located in the western part of theyst@rea. Trench 3 was
located across the footprint of the associatedwldiing in the eastern side of
the study area, which is thought to have been geldmarn. Trench 4 was
located across the line of an early township boundibong the southern part
of the study area.

Excavation of the modern ground surface was unkiemtdoy a mechanical
excavator using a toothless ditching bucket tottdpeof the first significant
archaeological level. The work was supervised ¢yodey a suitably
experienced archaeologist. Thereafter, all arcloggcdl deposits were
cleaned manually to define their extent, naturenfand, where possible, date.
The trenches were recorded following the methodokeet out in the Project
Design Appendix L

ARCHIVE

A full archive of the work has been prepared torafgssional standard in
accordance with current English Heritage guideli{i®91) and th&uidelines
for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Lomgrm StoraggUKIC
1990). The archive will be deposited with the Magster Museum on
completion of the project. In addition, a copy bé treport will be forwarded
to the County Historic Environment Record (HER).

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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3. BACKGROUND

31

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.14

3.1.5

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The earliest published map of the area is thatywed by William Yates in

the 1770s, which shows Chorlton Row to have beercamrated along the
line of the Manchester to Stockport road. At thagted Chorlton Row was
sparsely populated, with only 46 houses and 22@éhitéints recorded in 1774
(Brumhead and Wyke nd, ii).

Yates’ map show relatively scant development al@xford Road, which at

this date was a branch road leading from the Stutkpad at Ardwick Green.
The Stockport road itself was part of an early majorth/south routeway,
which under an Act of Parliament in 1725 became ainthe first turnpikes

within the region, under the management of the Master and Buxton trust.
In 1749 an Act was passed allowing the branch foad Ardwick Green to

Didsbury, which included Oxford Road, to come untlex care of the trust,
and four years later a further Act extended thisigike from Didsbury to

Wilmslow. The section of the road through Chorltgmen-Medlock ceased to
be a turnpike under an Act of 1830, which handeer dkie responsibility for

its upkeep to the township (Harrison 1916, 138441). The whole length of
this road was called Oxford Street until about 1880s (Makepeace 1995,
16).

The character of Chorlton-upon-Medlock was tramsfeat during the first half
of the nineteenth century by the southern spreathefindustrial town of
Manchester. Shortly after the opening of Oxford dothe Chorlton Hall
estate in the north of the township was bought &gl Marsland and his
brother Peter, two prominent cotton manufacturemmf Stockport, and
William Cooper and George Duckworth of ManchesBnumhead and Wyke
nd, ii). Their intention was to develop the estea suburb of the Manchester,
centred on a new square, known originally as Gmeev&quare and later as
All Saints after the church which was built tharelB19-20.

The southern part of the Chorlton-upon-Medlock telp during this period
also emerged as a fashionable area in which ta halilas for the town’s
wealthy elite. In 1837, Richard Love was commisepbrio plan a 70-acre
private estate. By 1845, about a dozen houses é&aal lbuilt and the Victoria
Park Trust had been formed by residents. The sigedsstribution of these
large villa residences in the vicinity of the presstudy area is captured on the
Ordnance Survey map of 1848.

Professional classes moved into the area duringst#ewnd half of the
nineteenth century, and several of the villas cameébe associated with
prominent politicians and artists. Charles Halleurfder of the Halle
Orchestra, and the painter Ford Madox Brown, bwvdl in Addison terrace,
and Richard Cobden lived at Crescent Gate.

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE

The earliest reliable cartographic sources to shmvstudy area is William
Yates’ survey of the 1770s, which shows the sithdaee been undeveloped
land situated a short distance to the south-wesa @lubstantial building,
probably a large farm, annotated ‘Blakestake’. gt surveys of the area are
provided by Greenwood’s map of 1818, and Willianmrikopn’'sMap of the
Parish of Manchestersurveyed in 1818-19. Greenwood map appears tw sho
Blakestake to have comprised three buildings, tiaviich lie within the
proposed development area. Johnson similarly stiores buildings, although
identifies them as ‘Blackstake’. The buildings had entirely rural prospect,
and do not appear to have been served by any fooadlthat linked with the
principal thoroughfares. Greenwood and Johnson diguict a significant
boundary feature crossing the southern part ofSikee Area. This formed the
township boundary between Chorlton-upon-Medlock Bndholme.

The rapid pace of development during the followtlezades can be seen on
the first edition Ordnance Survey 6”: 1 mile mapttivas surveyed in 1844
(Plate 2). The Ordnance Survey also produced aletbtmap of the area at a
scale of 1:1,056 in 1850, based on a survey that eeanpleted during the
previous year. This map clearly annotates Blackstékrm, seemingly set in
landscaped grounds, with what may have been araat¢h the south-west of
the farmhouse (Plate 3). The farm was approachadavdrive from High
Street (Hathersage Road), which led to a centmahyfard. A rectangular
building on the eastern side of the central yaabgably formed a barn and/or
was used for livestock. The southern edge of tha faomplex was formed by
the historic township boundary ditch.

o8y

: : :@;’:’}ao

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015



Hathersage Road, Ardwick, Manchester: Archaeolodinadluation 9
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Plate 3: Extract from the Ordnance Survey 1:1,0%6praf 1850, showing the boundary of the
proposed development area

The next available plan of the study area is predithy the next edition of
Ordnance Survey mapping, which was published ir2189a scale of 25" 1
mile, and shows the site had been subject to sawelapment during the
second half of the nineteenth century. The footmirBlackstake Farm and its
associated outbuildings appears unchanged, altheggdisshouse is shown to
have been built opposite the farmhouse. The samfigooation of buildings
is shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1908, ajinguart of the wooded
area/orchard appears to have been cleared of trees.

Within a few years of 1908, however, Blackstakenfrand its outbuildings
had been demolished, and a new school erected #hengouthern side of
Hathersage Road. This school was built by the Mesteln Education
Committee in 1912 as the Manchester College of BimeScience. The
building was intended for the training of teachefsdomestic subjects, and
was designed to accommodate 300 students. Howeher,demand for

housekeepers’ courses and for the training of womretering the catering
industry resulted in the college providing coursasdemonstration and
institutional management up to the level of the idtal Certificate

Examination. The new building comprised an architedly impressive three-
storey range along Hathersage Road, with a wideg Wwiock at each end. The
footprint of the new school is shown on the nextiea of Ordnance Survey
mapping, which was published in 1922 (Plate 4).sTimap also marks the
route of the historic township boundary between rEbw-upon-Medlock and

Rusholme, implying that it persisted as a feattith® landscape.

For the use of Nuffield Health
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3.2.6
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Plate 4: Extract from the Ordnance Survey 25": Ilemhap of 1922, showing the boundary of
the proposed development area

In 1959, the college expanded its teacher traicaguacity to include primary
school teachers, and new buildings were erectettie@campus to cater for an
expansion of the student capacity to 500. A spéeetapy training course was
introduced during the following year, creating fhst link with the University
of Manchester, to which the college became afétiaio subsequently. It was
during this period that the name of Elizabeth GhdRellege of Education
was adopted.

By the early 1970s, the college was offering a eaoigcourses to degree level,
together with a post-graduate certificate in edoocatThe layout of the
buildings on the site at this time is captured loe ©rdnance Survey map of
1970. This shows a range of adjoining new buildimgthe central part of the
site, the north-eastern corner of which subsumeddbtprint of the original
outbuildings associated with Blackstake Farm, amel glasshouses to the
south of the farmhouse. The historic township bampdppears to have been
infilled by this date, with its route being marklegl the Ordnance Survey as a
dashed line.

In 1982, the Manchester Education Committee allowthnchester
Polytechnic (latterly MMU) to take over the college part of a cost-cutting
exercise.

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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4. SUMMARY OF RESULTS

4.1

41.1

4.2

4.2.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

4.2.4

INTRODUCTION

The Written Scheme of Investigation allowed foe excavation of three
trenches, placed across the footprint of the BladlesFarm and its associated
outbuilding, and the historic township boundaAppendix ). However, the
single trench that was intended to investigatddh@house in the western part
of the study area was divided into two shorterdhes in order to avoid a live
service cable. The evaluation thus comprised tlwaation of four targeted
trenches. Trenches 1 and 2 were located acros®omer farmhouse at the
western side of the study area. Trench 3 was ldaateoss the footprint of the
farm outbuilding, and Trench 4 was placed across lithe of the historic
township boundary (Fig 2).

EVALUATION TRENCHING

Trench 1: this trench measured 10 x 1.8m, and was excavatadraximum
depth of 0.86m. It was aligned north/south withe tvestern part of the site,
and aimed to investigate the presence or absencanyfburied remains
pertaining to Blackstake farm.

A layer of mixed yellowish-grey clayl(6) was exposed along the base of the
excavated trench, clearly representing the nagealogy. This layer was cut
by a ceramic field drain and a lead water pipe,ciwhivere both aligned
approximately east/west across the northern pathe®ftrench (Fig 3). The
natural geology 06) was also cut by a stone-built structui®4) that was
revealed along the western edge of the trench. sthecture was aligned
broadly north/south, and was exposed for a distah&lm along the base of
the excavated trench (Plate 5). The structure apge@ have been a stone-
capped drain, although may also have representedpthe foundations for
Blackstake farmhouse.

An assemblage of pottery fragments was recoverenn fthe limited

excavation of the construction trenct0%) for the stone-capped drain/wall
foundation. An eighteenth-century date can be bedrito most of these
fragments of pottery, although a few sherds coutdemtially be of a

seventeenth-century dategction 4.3 below

The stone-capped drain/wall foundation was sealgdablayer of dark
brownish-grey loam, which was present along thereeritench 103). This
was overlain at the southern end of the trench lyompacted deposit of
mixed levelling material 102), which had presumably derived from the
demolition of Blackstake farmhouse and the subsagesievelopment of the
site. This material was sealed by a 0.1m thickdayéurf and topsoil 101).

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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Plate 5: The stone-capped drain/wall foundationasqd in Trench 1, looking north

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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4.2.5 Trench 2: this trench measured 10 x 1.8m, and was excavatadraximum
depth of 0.4m. It was aligned approximately nodhbth, parallel to Trench 1,
and was located within the western part of the eiter the footprint of
Blackstake Farm, as shown on the sequence of icatonaps.

4.2.6 An uneven brick surface20Q4) was revealed along the base of the excavated
trench (Plate 6). The surface comprised hand-ma&sh with occasional
fragments of sandstone, which appeared to have l@@nn north/south-
aligned rows. Limited excavation of the surfaceaonded that the bricks had
been laid onto the natural clay geology. The sarigupeared to have been cut
at the northern end by a concrete flo203), which may have represented a
late modification to the farmhouse.

4.2.7 Brick surface204 was overlain by a 0.15m thick layer of mid-browitysclay
(202), which was sealed by a 0.7-0.25m deposit of ltores chippings401)
that formed levelling material for the modern adpbarface.

Plate 6: Brick floor204 revealed in Trench 2, looking south

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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4.2.8 Trench 3: this north/south-aligned trench measured 13.8mlwith a 3.7m
long section at the north end extended to 2m intlwidhe trench was
excavated to a maximum depth of 0.31m, and wasglacross the footprint
of the large outbuilding associated with Blackstekem.

4.2.9 The northern 8.3m of the trench comprised a brigiase, similar to that
revealed in Trench 2 (Plates 7 and 8). This wasglescourse thick of bricks
set on edge. The southern 6m of the surface weguiar with a mixture of
hand-made bricks, frogged bricks and refractog; seemingly representing a
later modification/repair to the more regularlydiaurface that occupied the
northern part of the trench (Plate 7). The briclkenall laid onto a layer of
brown clay.

g aite . A

(i gy, A

Plate 7: The roughly repaired brick surface and cate kerb in Trench 3, looking north

4.2.10 Towards the south end of the trench was a con&ete set within a 0.1m
wide sand-filled construction trench (Plate 7).sTkbut through the layer of
brown clay that underlay the brick surface.

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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4.2.11 More concrete underlay the western edge of thevated trench, whilst an
extension at the northern end of the trench reddalat this abutted a concrete
drain gulley with a lower concrete plinth along ssuthern side, revealed at a
depth of 0.2m below the existing ground level (@18}). The plinth abutted a
rough brick floor surface or levelling layer of ¢@r bricks set in a matrix of
ash and clinker. The southern end of this surfackbeen broken, suggesting
that the surface was several layers thick.

Plate 8: Regularly laid brick surface, with the coete drain and surface of larger bricks,
looking south

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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4.2.12 Trench 4: this trench measured 10 x 1.7m, and was excavatadraximum
depth of 0.4m. It was aligned in an approximatedytiwsouth direction, and

was located within the southern part of the sit®ss the line of the historic
township boundary.

4.2.13 Excavation of the trench revealed several layersedéposited material and
modern infilling. At the southern end of the trenthis comprised a steep-
sided cut filled with plastic, full bricks and fragnts of nineteenth- and
twentieth-century pottery was revealed in the seutipart of the trench. This
continued to a depth of greater than 1.3m belowethisting ground surface,
and beyond the limit of excavation to the southisTdut an earlier deep layer
of backfill, comprising dark, silty clay, again Wwitbrick and ceramic
fragments. This similarly continued to a depth tge¢ghan 1.3m below present

ground layer, and was sealed with yellowish limestaubble aggregate below
a levelling layer of sand.

4.2.14 In the northern part of the trench, the sand wadedewith more modern
demolition debris, comprising fragments of brickagter and timber, possibly

representing the dumping of rubble from buildingsmadlished elsewhere
within the site.

4.2.15 No evidence for the early township boundary dit@swbserved in the trench,
with the identified stratigraphy suggesting thaé threa has been heavily
disturbed and remodelled in the late nineteenthtamrdtieth centuries.

Plate 9: West-facing section, Trench 4

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: May 2015
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4.3

4.3.1

4.3.2

4.3.3

4.3.4

THE FINDS

In total, 49 artefacts were recovered from the watadn trenching. The vast
majority of the assemblage (46 fragments) comprgezids of pottery, all of
which were recovered from the fill of the constracttrench 105) for the
stone-capped drain/wall foundation in Trench latiition, three fragments
of glass were also recovered from the same feature.

Pottery: several distinct types of fabrics were recogneemngst the group of

pottery (Table 1). These included utilitarian kickvare vessels, together with
finer tablewares, reflecting some degree of affi@eramongst former

occupants of the site. The fragments of potteryewalt in a reasonable

condition, and have a date range spanning the tmvm@h to early nineteenth
century.

It is of note that wares such as under-glaze temnminted wares, which
characterise mid- and late nineteenth-century potesemblages, were absent
from the excavated group, suggesting that the exeavmaterial had not been
subject to post-depositional disturbance.

Fabric Count Date

Blackware 3 Late seventeenth to early
eighteenth centu

Mottled ware 7 Early to mid-eighteenth century

Pearlware 7 Late eighteenth-early nineteenth
centun

Dark-glazed red earthenwares 15 Eighteenth-ninetexamttury

White salt-glazed stoneware 6 Early to mid-eighteeetitury

Brown salt-glazed stoneware 4 Early to mid-eighteeetftury

Buff-bodied / red earthenware 4 Eighteenth-early tei@eth
century

Table 1: Relative quantities of post-medieval pgttecovered during the evaluation

Blackwares:early Blackware is defined by Barker (2008) as adiglazed
earthenware, the origin of which was in the Cistarcwares of the late
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, with its popityatbeing at its greatest
betweenc 1650 and 1720. Three sherds of this fabric typeewsesent in
Trench 1 (Plate 10), and whilst the sherds wereralll, one fragment can be
identified positively as part of a handle for a #maug or cup. These sherds
probably represent the earliest pottery in therabtage, and are likely to date
to the late seventeenth or early eighteenth century
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4.3.5

4.3.6

4.3.7

4.3.8

4.3.9

Plate 10: Fragments of Blackware from Trench 1

Mottled Ware: Barker (2008) suggests that manufacture of mottiede

occurred inc 1700-70, although Dr Plot, writing in the late eerteenth

century, also notes that it was being producediatttme (Plot 1686, 123).
The vessel forms that can be identified in the rabéege for the evaluation
trenches includes dishes and/or bowls (Plate 11).

Pearlware: seven fragments of pearlware vessels were presenthe
assemblage, including at least one sherd of adeaitige plate (Plate 12).
This type of pottery had become the most widelydusblewares by the early
nineteenth century, partially because of their pheas (Barker 2010, 15).
These date, in broad terms, to between 1780 anti3B@s (Barker 2008).

White salt-glazed stonewarthis fabric type was first introduced in the 1720s
and in the following two decades it was dominatgdda wares, following an
increasing trend in the consumption of tea andepffwith their relative
cheapness allowing their use by a wider sectidgh@populace (Skerry 2008).

White salt-glazed stoneware is quite brittle, ahdtan thus sometimes be
difficult to positively identify vessel forms du® fragmentation. However,
amongst the six sherds recovered from the evalugBtate 13), it seems that
at least two fragments derived from cups or muggalme common in the
1720s and 1740s (Barker 2010, 6).

Brown salt-glazed stonewaréour sherds of this fabric type were recovered
from the evaluation (Plate 14). One sherd displayeouletted decoration of a
type that has been dated to the earlier eightemaritury (Danby and Philpott
1985, 77-84). None of the fragments were large ghpbowever, to provide a
firm indication of their original form.
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Plate 12: Fragments of pearlware, including a featedged plate
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Plate 13: Fragments of white salt-glazed stoneware

Plate 14: Fragments of brown salt-glazed stoneware
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4.3.10 Dark-glazed red earthenwarethe largest group from the evaluation trenches
consists of dark-glazed red earthenwares (Tabl@His particular ware was
ubiquitous in the North West, and largely represeniitarian kitchen wares.
Notable groups of this pottery type have been rexmV from Salford, Wigan
and Liverpool (OA North 2014; OA North 2008; Phitpd985). The vessel
forms that could be recognised amongst the groom firench 1 included
cylindrical jars (Plate 15), typical used for sigegourposes in a kitchen.

Plate 15: Fragments of dark-glazed earthenware

4.3.11In terms of source, the dark-glazed red earthersvax@uld have been
produced at any of a number of different local nMaawring sites using the
clays of the South Lancashire coalfields, includRainford, active in the
seventeenth century (Davey 1989, 104-5), and Pregl@rseyside, which was
producing dark-glazed redwares from the sixteewththie early twentieth
century op cit 103-4). The excavated examples, however, are hkalg to
have been manufactured locally, and whilst a firatedcannot be ascribed
with any degree of confidence, they are likely &vdn been manufactured
during the eighteenth or nineteenth centuries. Tdwk of chronological
precision is a reflection on the longevity of tharlkdglazed red earthenware
tradition, which has a long life-span and is natosly difficult to date, unless
accompanied by other, more precisely dated, potygss.

4.3.12 The assemblage also included four fragments of hrghazed earthenwares,
which probably date to the eighteenth of early t@amth century. These
included tableware forms, such as cups and bowls.

4.3.13 Glass: three small fragments of dark green glass werevexed from Trench
1. These all derived from bottles, and may be daidtie eighteenth or early
nineteenth centuries.
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5. DISCUSSION

51 FARMHOUSE AND OUTBUILDING

5.1.1 Trenches 1, 2 and 3 revealed that substantial rsrgirvived below current
ground level. These include a stone-built drain gmaksible building
foundation associated with Blackstake Farm, ardibaick surfaces that retain
physical evidence for repairs and alterations, sstigg multiple phases. The
fragments of pottery recovered from Trench 1 suggesupation from the late
seventeenth to early nineteenth century, whilsthistorical map sequence
indicates that the farm was occupied into the emvintieth century. Whilst
there are a few comparable examples of post-mddiransteads on
Manchester’s urban fringe that have been subjegtdioaeological excavation,
the gaps in the current understanding of this mamintype has been
highlighted in the currenArchaeological Research Framework for North
West EnglandBrennand 2007).

5.1.2 The remains of the floor surfaces were revealeal depth of 0.2-0.4m below
the modern ground surface, and the associated-sapped drain was found
at a depth of 0.86m. This suggests that any eaktimgooperations or
intrusive ground works necessitated by redeveloprokthe site has potential
to have a significant negative impact on buriedhaeological remains.

5.2 BOUNDARY DITCH

5.2.1 No evidence of the historic township boundargs found in Trench 4.
Excavation of this trench revealed large amountsmafdern debris and
infilling, implying that the area had been subjextconsiderable disturbance
during the late nineteenth and twentieth centufiéss disturbance has clearly
had a negative impact on the historic boundaryeast in the south-western
part of the study area, reducing any archaeologntatest in the feature. In
particular, the remains of the boundary seemedat@ very little potential to
retain palaeo-environmental evidence that couldrinfan understanding of
the local environment during the post-medievalqxeri
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6. SIGNIFICANCE AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

SIGNIFICANCE

Trenches 1, 2 and 3 revealed that there is coraibtepotential for buried

remains of both the farmhouse and the outbuildingsitu to survive below

the current ground level. Whilst there are a femparable examples of post-
medieval farmsteads on Manchester’s urban fringé lave been subject to
archaeological excavation, the gaps in the curtemderstanding of this
monument type has been highlighted in the curfenhaeological Research
Framework for North West Englari8rennand 2007).

The results obtained from the evaluation trenchegyaest that the site may
contain some buried remains of local or boroughartgnce. In particular, the
seemingly well-preserved brick surface and stonaindwall foundation
exposed in trenches 1 and 2 raise the possibiit the foundations of
Blackstake farmhouse may survivesitu. Obtaining physical evidence for the
farmhouse has the potential to inform several ef ithitiatives stated in the
current archaeological research agenda for themesdteval period (Newman
and McNeil 2007, 117-32):

* Initiative 6.1:'The available data set should be greatly enlar§dtified
artefact sequences from both small towns and satdlements need to be
collected, in order to establish the characterepfmic use throughout the
region and to create the basis for socio-econontérpretation’;

* |nitiative 6.6:‘Elite houses need to be studied in their sociaktext’;

* Initiative 6.8: ‘Sites of well preserved house remains and thewirens
should be targeted for excavation’;

* Initiative 6.15:‘Excavations of abandoned farms and cottages dhmia
high priority, especially where the ownership araecy is documented, in
order to study the material culture of individuallseholds’;

* Initiative 6.33 ‘Improve the regional knowledge of ceramic vedsein
and fabric type chronologies’.

The site of the ancillary building, which probaligpresents a large barn,
similarly has some potential to inform the statadiatives in the research
agenda, although the remains if this building havilently been subject to
some repairs and/or remodelling during the lateete@nth and twentieth
centuries. The footprint of this building, moreaveontinues beneath the
existing 1960s structure, the construction of whglikely to have removed
any remains of the barn, thus slightly reducingahshaeological significance
of the heritage asset.
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6.2
6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

RECOMMENDATIONS

Whilst the buried archaeological remains of therfer Blackstake farmhouse
and associated outbuilding identified in Trench&sdre not considered to be
of national importance, which would merit preseivain-situ, their damage

or destruction during the course of the proposectidgment will require an

appropriate mitigation strategy to be formulatelde Thost appropriate form of
any further investigation will be decided in conatibn with the Greater

Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service, in thetapacity as

archaeological advisors to Manchester City Couttowever, an appropriate
strategy would be to strip the modern surfacingnfracross the full footprint

of Blackstake farmhouse. This would enable the réxteharacter and

significance of the buried remains to be understody, and allow a decision

to be reached as to whether any more detailed entdgical excavation and
recording was merited in advance of the proposedtoaction programme.

A similar approach to the site of the outbuildiegealed in Trench 3 may also
be appropriate, although part of the footprinthaé tbuilding lies beneath the
modern structure that occupies the site, and wdhbles be difficult to
investigate further prior to demolition. Alternagly, it may be possible to
create an adequate archaeological record of thitabe asset via maintaining
a watching brief during the demolition programme.

The evaluation trenches have concluded that therlisownship boundary
has been largely destroyed by modern activity asequently, does not
merit any further investigation.
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APPENDIX 1: WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION

Oxford
Archaeology
April 2015 North

HATHERSAGEROAD,

MANCHESTER

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION

WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION

Proposals

The following Written Scheme of Investigation fered in response to a request from
Nuffield Health for an archaeological evaluation iadvance of the proposed
redevelopment at the former MMU Elizabeth Gaskealinpus on Hathersage Road,
Manchester.
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11

111

1.1.2

1.1.3

12
121

BACKGROUND

CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

Nuffield Health is developing proposals for a newvgte hospital and
integrated well-being facility on the site of trerher Manchester Metropolitan
University (MMU) Elizabeth Gaskell Campus at Ha#dsge Road in
Manchester (centred upon NGR 385432 395750).

The construction works required for the proposedeligmment will necessitate
considerable earth-moving works, which will inebiahave a negative impact
on any buried archaeological remains. The archgexbpotential of the site
has been highlighted by a desk-based assessmedticpb by Oxford

Archaeology North (OAN) in April 2015. This compeaisive study showed
that the site had been occupied during the 18thl&tk centuries by a farm
house and associated barn, and also had beent¢hef san early boundary
between the townships of Chorlton-on-Medlock andsiilme. The desk-
based assessment concluded that the farm buildindsthe early township
boundary merited intrusive evaluation by archaeckdgrial trenching.

This Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) has béamulated on request
from Nuffield Health to submit a costed proposalctrry out the required
programme of archaeological evaluation. In the evefh significant
archaeological remains being discovered in thectres, further archaeological
investigation is likely to be required. Any sucldamnal works will be carried
out in accordance with an Updated WSI.

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY

Oxford Archaeology is an educational charitgler the guidance of a board of
trustees with over 35 years of experience in amlogg, and can provide a
professional and cost-effective service. We are tamest employer of
archaeologists in the country (we currently haveartban 300 members of staff),
and can thus deploy considerable resources witneite experience to deal with
any archaeological obligations you or your cliemay have. OA is an Institute
for Archaeologists Registered Organisation (No We. have offices in Lancaster
and Oxford, trading as Oxford Archaeology North (Oworth) and Oxford
Archaeology South (OA South) respectively, enablungy to provide a truly
nationwide service. All work on the project will bedertaken in accordance with
relevant professional standards, including:

. IfA’s Code of Conduct(1999); Code of Approved Practice for the
Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Waeology (1999);
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluasi{if99);

. English Heritage’Management of Archaeological Projeci®91;

. The European Association of ArchaeologiBisnciples of Conduct for
Archaeologists Involved in Contract Archaeologidébrk (1998).
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1.2.2 OA North has unrivalled experience in the assessmewaluation and
excavation of former industrial and associateddesttial sites, particularly in
the context of the Northwest of England. We haveeatensive portfolio of
excavating the buried remains of industrial persigs in Manchester and
Salford.

21

211

2.2
221

2.2.2

2.2.3

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

ACADEMIC AIMS

The main research aim of the investigatiovemithe commercial nature of the
development, will be to establish the presence bseace of buried
archaeological remains on the site and, if presemyyacterise the level of
preservation and significance, and provide a goadetstanding of their
potential.

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the project may be summarisefidlasvys:

to determine the presence, character, and extetteofl8th-century
farmhouse and associated barn’

to determine the presence, character, and extetiteogarly township
boundary.

The required stages to achieve these ends ard@sdo

Evaluation Trenching: the initial stage of the works will comprise the
excavation of three targeted trenches, each megsup to 20m long,
to determine the presence or absence of any bueethins of
archaeological interest, and to establish the &xikany further work,

if any, which will be required in advance of th@gndworks associated
with the proposed development;

Post-excavation Assessment and Reporting: a programme of post-
excavation work, leading to the production of dyfullustrated report

and project archive will be carried out on completof the fieldwork.

The report will provide an assessment of the sicgiice of any buried
archaeological remains that are found to surviveebth the modern
ground surface.

Where significant buried remains are founduxvive, and will be damaged or
destroyed during the proposed development, furttvecavation will be
required. This will be carried out in accordanceghwan updated Written
Scheme of Investigation that will be formulatecconsultation with GMAAS
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3. METHOD STATEMENT

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 Experience has shown the importance of a closeingmelationship between
the client and their archaeological contractor asmpglex development
projects. Such a relationship will help to ensume timely and successful
completion of the project in an efficient and ceffective manner, achieving
high technical and academic standards, whilst mgetil the requirements of
the tender documentation, and fulfilling all theienl’s archaeological
obligations. This ethic is at the heart of our &ggh to this project.

3.1.2 The development area will be investigated initialigt the excavation of three
targeted evaluation trenches. In the event of Bagmt archaeological remains
being discovered in the trenches, it is likely tHatther archaeological
investigation will be required. Any such additiomabrks will be carried out in
accordance with an Updated Written Scheme of ligyatsdon, which will be
devised in consultation with the Greater Manche&tehaeological Advisory
Service (GMAAS) in their capacity as archaeologiadVisor to Manchester
City Council.

,Trench 3

o =
e =
3 B
n 2]

Figure 1: Proposed location of the evaluation trkas placed across the footprint of the
heritage assets identified in the desk-based asesdsand the location of the proposed new
building
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3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.2.4

3.2.5

3.2.6

EVALUATION

General Methodology: it is proposed that the site be investigatedahitivia
three trenches, each measuring 2m wide and witth@ined maximum total
length of 60m (Figure 1).

. Trench 1:will be 20m in length, will be placed across toenfer 18th-
century farmhouse at the western side of the prlsite;

. Trench 2:will be 25m in length, and will be placed acrosarier 18th-
century farm outbuilding at the eastern side ofgtoposal site;

. Trench 3:will be 15m in length, and will be placed acroke tine of
the possible early property boundary at the soathigle of the proposal
site.

Excavation of the modern ground surface will beartaken by a machine of
appropriate power using a toothed bucket and, whecessary, a breaker. The
uppermost levels of overburden/demolition matenall then be removed
using the same machine, but fitted with a toothtésshing bucket, to the top
of the first significant archaeological level. Tlverk will be supervised closely
by a suitably experienced archaeologist. Spoil ftbmexcavation will stored
adjacent to the trench, and will be backfilled upoompletion of the
archaeological works.

Machine excavation will then be used to define fediye the extent of any
surviving foundations, floors, and other remaingereafter, structural remains
will be cleaned manually to define their extenttun@, form and, where
possible, date. If the excavation is to proceedwel safe depth, as determined
by the site director, then the trenches will beemield sufficiently to allow the
sides to be stepped in.

All information identified in the course of the eitworks will be recorded
stratigraphically, using a system adapted from tmgd by the Centre for
Archaeology Service of English Heritage. Resultsthad evaluation will be
recorded ompro-formacontext sheets, and will be accompanied with seffic

pictorial record (plans, sections and both blackd amhite and colour
photographs) to identify and illustrate individde&tures.

Context Recording: all contexts will be recorded usingro-forma sheets.
Similar object record and photographic recgrd-formaswill be used. All
written recording of survey data, contexts, phaapgs, artefacts and ecofacts
will be cross-referenced fronpro-forma record sheets using sequential
numbering.

Photography: a full and detailed photographic record of induadl contexts
will be maintained and similarly general views fratandard view points of
the overall site at all stages of the evaluatioh ke generated. Photography
will be undertaken using high-resolution digitalnearas. All frames will
include a visible, graduated metric scale. Photuarecords will be
maintained on special photograppio-formasheets.
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3.2.7

3.2.8

3.2.9

Planning: the precise location of the evaluation trenches, the position of
all archaeological structures encountered, will berveyed by EDM
tacheometry using a total station linked to a pemputer data logger. This
process will generate scaled plans within AutoCabich will then be subject
to manual survey enhancement. The drawings wilidreerated at an accuracy
appropriate for 1:20 scale, but can be output pisaale required. Sections will
be manually drafted as appropriate at a scale Xd. JAll information will be
tied in to Ordnance Datum.

Human remains are not expected to be presentf thay are found they will,
if possible, be leftn situ covered and protected. If removal is necessagn th
the relevant Home Office permission will be sougirigd the removal of such
remains will be carried out with due care and d@#iyi as required by the
Burials Act 1857

Any gold and silver artefacts recovered duringdberse of the excavation will
be removed to a safe place and reported to thé @m@ner according to the
procedures relating to the Treasure Act, 1996.

3.2.10 Finds policy: finds recovery and sampling programmes will baasordance

3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

with best practice (following current Charteredtinge for Archaeologists’
guidelines) and subject to expert advice in ordaninimise deterioration. OA
North employs in-house artefact and palaeoecologecialists, with
considerable expertise in the investigation, exttamaand finds management
of sites of all periods and types, who are readihilable for consultation.
Finds storage during fieldwork and any site archaveparation will follow
professional guidelines (UKIC). Emergency accessottservation facilities is
maintained by OA North with the Department of Arebkgy, the University
of Durham. Samples will also be collected for temlbgical, pedological and
chronological analysis as appropriate.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Full regard will be given to all constraints duritige course of the project. OA
North provides a Health and Safety Statement foprajects and maintains a
Safety Policy. All site procedures are in accor@awith the guidance set out
in the Health and Safety Manual compiled by then@itay Conference of
Archaeological Unit Managers.

OA North undertakes to safeguard, so far as isoreddy practicable, the
health, safety and welfare of its staff and of aheho may be affected by our
work. OA North will also take all reasonable stépsensure the health and
safety of all persons not in their employment, sashvolunteers, students,
visitors, and members of the public (this incluttespassers).

OA North is fully familiar with and will comply wit all current and relevant
legislation, including, but not limited to:
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* The Health and Safety at Work Act (1974);
* Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulat{®8989);
* Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 (asnai®e in 2002);
* The Construction (Design and Management) Regulaiid15);
* The Control of Asbestos Regulations (2006);
* The Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regoieti(1992);
» Construction (Health, Safety and Welfare) Reguteti(1996);
* The Health and Safety (Miscellaneous AmendmentguRéons (2002);
* The Work at Height Regulations (2005);
* The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Ré&gak (2002);
* The Health and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations (1981
* The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order (2005);
» The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulatid@98);
» Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulatsof1998).
3.3.4 OA North has professional indemnity to a vahieE2,000,000, employer's

liability cover to a value of £10,000,000 and pahliability to a value of
£15,000,000. Written details of insurance coverlmaprovided if required.

3.3.5 Normal OA North working hours are between 8@ and 4.30 pm, Monday
to Friday, though adjustments to hours may be ntadmaximise daylight
working time in winter and to meet travel requirense It is not normal
practice for OA North staff to be asked to work we@ds or bank holidays and
should the Client require such time to be workedmduthe course of a project
a contract variation to cover additional costs Wwélnecessary.

34 OTHER MATTERS

3.4.1 Project Monitoring: the aims of monitoring are to ensure that the
archaeological works are undertaken within the tBnget by the Written
Scheme of Investigation, and to the satisfactiothefcuratorial archaeologist
at the Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisogyviee (GMAAS). The
curatorial archaeologist will be given at leasefoays’ notice of when work is
due to commence, and will be free to visit the bieprior arrangement with
the project director. It is anticipated that thevél be at least one formal
monitoring meeting during the course of the evatunat

3.4.2 Reinstatement. OA North will backfill completed trenches to a saftandard
with the material excavated from those trenchesy fmther requirement for
reinstatement will be subject to negotiation arelghovision of a revised cost.
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3.5

3.5.1

3.5.2

3.5.3

POST-EXCAVATION AND REPORT PRODUCTION

Report: a report will be produced within four working weelsthe completion
of the fieldwork, and will include:

. a summary statement of the findings;

. the background to the evaluation, including locatietails;

. an outline of the methodology of the survey;

. a description of the site’s setting, including tgmphy and geology;

. an account of the documented historical backgraaride site;

. a summary, assessment, and interpretation of tkaltseof the
evaluation;

. an assessment of any finds and samples recoveradliie trenches;

. a description of the significance of the site is libcal and regional
context;

. recommendations for any further archaeological stigation that is
considered merited to mitigate the impact of theettigoment works;

. a catalogue of archive items, including a list dfofmgraphs, and

details of the final deposition of the project aveh

Archive: the results of the archaeological investigation feitm the basis of a
full archive to professional standards, in accocgamvith current English
Heritage guidelinesTihe Management of Archaeological Projects, 2nd@uit
1991 and theGuidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Ar@svor Long
Term StoraggUKIC 1990). The project archive represents thkaton and
indexing of all the data and material gatheredrduthe course of the project.
The deposition of a properly ordered and indexedjept archive in an
appropriate repository is considered an essentidl iategral element of all
archaeological projects by the CIfA in that orgatisn’s code of conduct. As
part of the archiving process, the on-line OASISi{{De Access to Index of
Archaeological Investigations) form will be comaét

The paper and finds archive for the archaeologicak undertaken at the site
will be deposited with Manchester Museum of Scieacel Industry. This

archive can be provided in the English Heritage tf@erior Archaeology

format, both as a printed document and on CD (@sog@piate). The archive
will be deposited with the museum within six mondighe completion of the
fieldwork. Except for items subject to the Treaséws, all artefacts found

during the course of the project will be donatedh® Manchester Museum of
Science and Industry.
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4.

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

5.1

5.2

5.3

WORK TIMETABLE

A one-week period should be allowed to excavate raadrd the evaluation

trenches. On the first day of the fieldwork, OA Nowill accurately locate

through measured survey the exact position of theches to be excavated.
The trench locations will then be scanned for Beevices with a CAT prior to

any mechanical excavation.

In the event of significant archaeological remabeing discovered in the
evaluation trenches, a programme of further ingastbon may be anticipated.
The time required for any additional investigatiannot be determined until
the results of the evaluation are known.

Backfilling of the trenches will be carried out irediately upon completion of
the archaeological works.

A report will be submitted within four weeks of theompletion of the
fieldwork.

STAFFING PROPOSALS

The project will be under the overall chargd afi Miller BA FSA (OA North
Senior Project Manager) to whom all correspondesieild be addressed. lan
has over 25 years experience of commercial archggohnd has a particular
interest in the archaeology of the Industrial Rériand particularly that of
Greater Manchester and Lancashire. He recently gemharchaeological
evaluations and excavations of post-medieval/formedustrial sites in
Manchester including Booth Street West, Higher Ghat Street, Birley
Fields, Manchester Royal Infirmary Car Park and @penshaw West
development. His role will be to ensure that theitién Scheme of
Investigation is implemented within the frameworktloe Project Objectives.
He will be responsible for all aspects of staff aadource logistics, ensuring
the smooth running of the project programme. He kdlse with the Client
and County Archaeologist with regard to progresad awill maintain
relationships with other contractors.

The fieldwork is likely to be undertaken I&raham Mottershead BA (OA
North Project Officer). Graham is an highly expeded field archaeologist,
with over 25 years continuous experience of fietldhaeology. It is not
possible to provide details of specific technici#imet will be involved with the
fieldwork at this stage, but all shall be suitablyalified archaeologists with
proven relevant experience. It is anticipated tiato two technician will be
required for the initial stage of the fieldwork.

Assessment of any finds recovered from the evanatiill be undertaken by
OA North's in-house finds specialGhristine Howard-Davis BA (OA North
Finds Manager). Christine has extensive knowledgalldinds of all periods
from archaeological sites in northern England, isral recognised expert in the
analysis of post-medieval artefacts.
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Site location
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Figure 1: Site location
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