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SUMMARY

Seddon Construction Ltd has obtained planning atng@lanning Permission
DC043701) to carry out a multi-phase redevelopmantand at Hopes Carr in
Stockport. One element of the development propcatdsvs for the demolition of a
former wing block of Churchgate Mill, situated betwm Lavenders Brow and
Orchard Street (centred on NGR 389926 390241).rdieroto secure archaeological
interests, Stockport Metropolitan Borough Countihehed a condition to planning
approval that required an appropriate scheme dfaaaogical investigation of the
nineteenth-century Orchard Street Wing of the Chgate Mill to be carried out in
advance of demolition.

The Orchard Street Wing was originally a four-syobéock, but was reduced to two
storeys during the 1860s. A small outbuilding wddetl during the late nineteenth
century, wrapping around the south-west corner. Glbek was further reduced to a
single storey in the 1960s, and a modern steel fitiefl. The southern wall of the
building was also rebuilt, and a loading bay dawserted. Most recently, between
2005 and 2009, the boiler house was demolishedtasde used as a car park.

Following consultation with the Greater Manchegtechaeological Advisory Service
(GMAAS), which provides planning advice for Stockpdvetropolitan Borough
Council, it was recommended that an archaeologioailding investigation
commensurate with and English Heritage Level 2f#tyurvey would form an
appropriate scheme of mitigation. In September 2@xford Archaeology North
(OA North) was commissioned by Seddon Construdtiwhto carry out the required
scheme of works.

Very little of the original building survived, allngh elements of the west and east
elevations, and the party wall with the adjacent toithe north, represented historic
fabric. The roof, floor and all internal featurdspwever, had been removed or
replaced since the 1960s, with little evidence ftw former use for textile
manufacturing or its associated power systems.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.1.2

CIRCUMSTANCESOF THE PROJECT

Seddon Construction Ltd has obtained planning gan@&anning Permission
DC043701) to carry out the redevelopment of lanti@pes Carr in Stockport.
One element of the development proposals allowthedemolition of a former
wing block of Churchgate Mill, situated between eaders Brow and Orchard
Street. Whilst considering the planning applicatidar the proposed
redevelopment of the site, Stockport Metropolitaovddigh Council (SMBC)
attached a series of conditions to planning apprdRé&anning Permission
DC043701). One of these conditions (Condition 7msi to secure
archaeological interests, and reads:

‘No demolition or development shall take place witlthe area indicated on
Drawing 09-082-100 Location Plan (Scale 1:1250)iluat programme of
archaeological works has been completed or caoigdn accordance with a
Written Scheme of Investigation to be first subedttto and approved in
writing by the local planning authority.

Reason: In order to secure the provision of aneasclogical excavation and
the subsequent recording of any remains in accoedavith Policy HC3, "
PROTECTION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES", of the StockpdJnitary
Development Plan Review.’

The Heritage Management Director for the Greatendhaster Archaeological
Advisory Service (GMAAS), who provides planning adh for SMBC,
recommended that the former Orchard Street WinGhafrchgate Mill, which
survives as a single-storey block, was subjectrntcachaeological building
survey. In the first instance, a Written Schemdnokstigation Appendix )
was produced, which outlined the methodology, traks and staffing to be
employed in the delivery of the project. Followitige formal approval of the
Written Scheme of Investigation by GMAAS, OA Norttarried out the
building investigation in September 2013.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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1.2 LOCATION

1.2.1 The site (centred on NGR 389926 390241) lies onsthgh-eastern fringe of
Stockport town centre (Fig 1). The remains of tbemer Churchgate Mill
complex are bounded to the west by Orchard Stre¢he north by Lavenders
Brow, to the south by Waterloo Road, and to the kg<hurchgate (Plate 1).
The principal surviving element of the former nubmplex is the three-storey
(plus attic) block that fronts onto Lavenders Bramhich retains much of its
early to mid-nineteenth-century fabric; the sigrafice of this structure is
reflected in its inclusion on the Local List of tugcally important buildings
that is maintained by SMBC. The element of the farmill complex that
forms the focus of the present study fronts ontoh@rd Street, abutting the
south-western elevation of the Lavenders Brow raié single-storey block
represents the remodelled remains of a former ratdtiey block.

\ 2V e Al W

Plate 1: Aerial view Hopes Carr, with arrow markitize position of Orchard Street Wing

1.3 SURVEY METHODOLOGY

1.3.1 The building investigation aimed primarily to prdei an understanding of the
historic fabric and key architectural featuresha former Orchard Street Wing
of Churchgate Mill, and to provide an archive recaf the component
structures. It has provided a drawn, photograpimd textual record of the
buildings to English Heritage (2006) Level ll/lflasidard. Records were made
of all principal structural elements, both interagd external, as well as any
features of historical or architectural significan®articular attention was paid
to the relationship between the earliest and lapests of the building,
especially those that would show their developnagidt any alterations.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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1.3.2

1.3.3

134

135

14

14.1

1.4.2

Photographic Survey: a photographic archive of the buildings was coetil
consisting of both general and detailed interiootpgraphs, which were
captured using digital formats

Instrument Survey: floor plans of the buildings were surveyed by nzeah
reflectorless total-station survey, to produce pjaelevations and a cross-
section through the main mill buildings. The draggnwvere used as a basis for
annotation to illustrate the phasing and develograéthe buildings.

Detail captured by the annotation included featw@sh as window and door
openings, and changes in building material andipga3he final drawings are
presented through an industry standard CAD packageCAD 2004).

Interpretation and Analysis. a visual inspection of the buildings was
undertaken, and a description maintained to Enddishitage (2006) Level IIl.
These records are essentially descriptive, andigeos systematic account of
the origin, development and use of the mill complex

ARCHIVE

The results of all archaeological work carried wilt form the basis for a full
archive to professional standards, in accordantle euirrent English Heritage
guidelines Management of Research Projects in the Historicifenment
2006). The original record archive of project viié deposited with the Greater
Manchester County Record Office.

The Arts and Humanities Data Service (AHDS) onlila¢abasénline Access
to index of Archaeological Investigatio(lSASIS) will be completed as part of
the archiving phase of the project.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

21

211

2.2
221

2.2.2

2.2.3

INTRODUCTION

An understanding of the historical background eite provides the local context
within which the extant structures can be assesm®thaeologically. The
following section provides a summarised chronolagiaccount of the
development of Churchgate Mill, and has been cadpirgely from a detailed
desk-based assessment of the site that was prodiic2an4 (UMAU 2004),
coupled with a review of the sequence of avail&ldéoric maps.

DEVELOPMENT OF HOPES CARR AND CHURCHGATE MILL

Hopes Carr was the second place in Stockport tdreeestablishment of a silk
mill, with a factory being built on the Carr Broakortly after 1759 (Hadfield
1934-5). This early mill changed hands severalmés between 1759 and 1781,
at which time the decline of the silk industry kedthe conversion of the mill for
cotton production (Ashmore 1975). By 1799, the propwas in the hands of
Thomas Hope, giving rise to the name Hopes Carnvbigh time the Lower,
Middle and Upper Carr Mills had been establishedhm area. It seems likely
that Churchgate Mill was also established during éarly period of textile-mill
building in Stockport.

It has been suggested that Churchgate Mill wadksited on part of 12 statute
acres of land in the Cam, Cuddygree and the Meaddwch were leased in the
glebe by the silk throwster, Charles Lees (GileS01%2). The precise date at
which the mill was erected remains uncertain, aitfio it is referred to
specifically in the responses of mill owners to Beliamentary Commission on
the employment of children in 1833. Churchgate Mifls occupied at that date
by John Lee Newton & Co, silk waste spinners oftlgport, who reported that
the building had been ‘erected between 30 and 4@syago’ and that they had
been carrying out silk waste spinning in the miice 1 November 1830 (PP
1834 XX, DI, 79). This suggests that the mill hagb built in the 1790s or early
1800s.

The Land Tax Returns show Churchgate Mill to hagerbin existence by 1807,
when a factory is listed under ‘Lavender Row anahard Street’, owned by

Samuel Cheetham, and at that date empty. In 18t/ executors of James
Cheetham are listed as the owners of a factorgdisinder Orchard Street, and
tenanted by George Barnwell. In the following yéhe occupant of James
Cheetham’s factory is named as George Priestndlilewrom 1821 onwards

Thomas Priestnall is listed as the owner and oauu#VAU 2004).

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013



Orchard Street Wing, Churchgate Mill, Lavenders\Br&tockport: Archaeological Building Investigation 8

2.2.4 The firm of Cheetham & Priestnall is similarly kst in a trade directory for

2.2.5

2.2.6

1814, with the address given as Churchgate. Theeernh trade directories also
suggest that by that date the firm was involved minor revival in Stockport’s
silk industry. This centred on silk spinning, whicised the waste material
produced by the silk-throwing industry, and invalve process and machinery
more akin to cotton spinning (Giles 1950, 296). Tlwenber of silk spinners in
Stockport by 1825 appears to have risen to fivewledm all but one seem to
have specialised in that trade, among these bdiogas Priestnall (Arrowsmith
1997, 152). However, in 1826, legislation that =l the duties paid on raw
and woven silk came into effect, and the resultamhpetition from imported
fabrics had a direct impact on the home market, &twtkport’s silk spinners
rapidly ceased trading (Giles 1950, 296-7; Arrowtbmi997, 152).

One of the earliest detailed maps of the areaas phoduced by Thornton in
1824 (Plate 2). This shows the main block of Chgaté Mill on the south side
of Lavenders Brow, with a square-shaped projecatiached to its south-
western corner, fronting onto Orchard Street.

Plate 2: Extract from Thornton’s map of 1824, wattnow marking Churchgate Mill

By 1827, Churchgate Mill was in the possessiontodrias Priesnall’'s executors
on account of his death. The mill seems to haven lmmtinued by another
family member, for a trade directory for the folioy year lists Priestnall &

Davies as silk spinners at Churchgate (UMAU 200411830, however, George
Priestnall, silk spinner at Churchgate, was dedldr@nkrupt and his equipment
was advertised for sale by aucti@tockport Advertiserl4 May 1830).

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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2.2.7

2.2.8

Silk production at Churchgate Mill seemingly cowni@a under the firm of John
Newton Lee & Co, although this firm ceased manufacy between 1834 and
1836 (UMAU 2004). The mill was let out subsequemtiynultiple tenants. This
is clearly evident in entries in trade directoriegth eight firms being listed at
Churchgate Mill in 1836, and at least ten 1845, tnodsvhich were engaged in
the cotton waste industry.

A detailed plan of Churchgate Mill is provided bhet1842 volume of plans of
mills and other factories in Stockport townshipisTehows the largest element
of the complex to have comprised a four-storeydigcon Orchard Street (Block
1, Plate 3). A smaller block of the same heighghewn to the north (Block 2),
forming part of a range aligned along LavenderswBithat comprised two
factories of two and three-quarter storeys. A nareastrange (Blocks 6 and 7)
was of three storeys, and was used primarily fdysbbo and wood turning. A
three-storey range (Blocks 9 and 10) containingehgine and boiler houses
occupied the central courtyard of the mill, whilst- and three-storey annexes
at the south end of the complex (Blocks 13 andvidie also used for bobbin
turning. A detached two-storey warehouse (Blockia®) to the north of the
central courtyard, adjacent to the mill reservaihilst a range of single-storey
buildings (Blocks 15-17) provided store rooms alding south-eastern boundary
of the site.

Plate 3: Plan of Churchgate Mill in 1842

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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2.2.9 The next available plan of the mill complex is pdmd by the Ordnance Survey
map of 1849. This shows the same layout as thataed on the 1842 plan, but
also indicates that a chimney had occupied theanegtart of the boiler house.
However, the buildings were remodelled subsequgatiyshown on an amended
plan that was added to the original volume of 184# main four-storey factory
was taken down, and replaced with a two-storeylblibat ran from the old
Lavenders Brow range to the southern boundary efsite, abutting the boiler
house on its eastern side. New single-storey waisdswere also added to the
south-western and south-eastern sides of thevgiitést to the north-east of the
mill a new engine house had been erected in thadospace adjoining the old
engine house. It seems likely that this remodelhiag occurred by 1860, when
entries in a trade directory for that year refeilClourchgate New Mill (UMAU
2004).

2.2.10 By 1870, the owners of the mill, the executors afmBel H Cheetham, appear to
have leased the mill to a single tenant, Charlé&efnet, a cotton doubler who
also leased space in the Lower Cam Mill. It seemwmssiple that Bennet was
responsible for extending the southern range toetst, partly subsuming the
reservoir. This had been infilled completely by 38%hen a new building had
been added to the mill complex, enclosing the easile of the site. By that
same datethe single-storey warehousing fringing the soutlstweomer of the
main two-storey factory had been removed, and thlewas occupied by Isaac
Pearson, a cotton doubler. The remodelled layouthef mill at that date is
captured on the Ordnance Survey map of 1985 (B)ate

Plate 4: Extract from the Ordnance Survey map @518

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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2.2.11 The two engine houses were demolished between &884960, and the boiler
house more recently (UMAU 2004). The two-storeygemalong Orchard Street
was still extant in the 1960s, although the tomiflavas removed subsequently,
leaving only the north gable against the wall & three-storey factory fronting
Lavenders Brow.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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3. RESULTS

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 The archaeological building investigation was famion the remains of the
Orchard Street Wing of the Churchgate Mill complékie boiler house
originally lay immediately to the south-east and #ngine house to the north-
east, with additional ancillary buildings situatedhe north and north-east along
Lavenders Brow and the corner of Orchard Street.

3.1.2 The Orchard Street Wing comprises a single rectandpiock of 10 x 4 bays,
now reduced to a single storey, aligned north-westh-east along the east side
of Orchard Street (Plate 5), with the remains dfxa2 bay building abutting the
southern end and a modern storage area againsbtite-west corner (Fig 2).
The position of the former boiler house is marked & visible scar on the
southern end of the eastern exterior elevation.

-~

Plate 5: The west-facing elevation of the Orchan@& Wing, overlooking Orchard Street

3.1.3 The fabric of the building incorporated hand-madielks which, at the south
end, were clearly bonded with lime-based mortaatéPB), consistent with a
construction date in the first half of the ninetdecentury. The rest of the
building had been repointed recently, so it was passible to observe the
mortar. The south elevation had been rebuilt cotaplean engineering brick,
probably during the twentieth century. The yard lsvailomprised machine-
pressed brick bonded with hard grey cement, whésible, and the exterior
covered with a skim of concrete.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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3.2

3.21

3.2.2

3.2.3
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Plate 6: Hand-made bricks visible at the south efithe building

MAIN BLOCK

The main block comprised a rectangular block ok¥Dbays, measuring 31.5m
long by 13.8m, which had been reduced to a sintgeeg. The earliest visible
fabric of the building comprised hand-made brickishva lime mortar bond,
forming walls that were 0.5m thick. The easterresid the building was higher
than the western side to accommodate a modern rsteekloping down from
east to west (Plate 7). The scar of the originaf et was visible on the wall of
the mill block to the north, giving the original ¢wstorey Orchard Street Wing a
height of 10.48m at the apex of the roof (Plate 8).

The southern wall had been rebuilt in modern ereging brick, and repairs had
been made in the same material along the uppetiviswgvbrick courses to

accommodate the roof. A mezzanine floor had beestoacted on modern steel
girders in the north-east corner of the building. the south-west corner, a
kitchen area and toilets had been added using rcibteeks and wooden

partitions, with a storage area above, accessdadoer.

Modern access into the building from Orchard Stweas afforded via a 2 x
0.93m door in the northern bay of the west elevatichich probably represented
the remodelling of an original window (Plate 9).eTHoor was faced on both
sides with thin steel sheeting and had two lock&r8er, 3.25m high by 1.96m
wide, double loading door occupied the adjacent toathe south. Both doors
were raised up slightly from current ground levelaoconcrete plinth (Plate 10).
An ‘I'-section steel beam formed a lintel above tbading door, with another
‘'-section beam running out from it, now cut ofgpresenting the remnants of a
hoist. At the southern end of the building was alera double loading bay door
giving access into the southern yard area.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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30 =y

Plate 8: The Orchard Street Wing, showing the sfahe original roof line on the elevation of thédlm
block to the north

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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Plate 10: Loading door from Orchard Street

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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3.2.4 The modern roof covering, presumably installed wttenbuilding was reduced

3.2.5

to a single storey, comprised steel sheets aneédldpwn from east to west. The
roof was carried on modern ‘I'-section steel beamiggned east/west, with
smaller steel joists aligned north/south to supguetroofing material. The steel
beams appeared to have been inserted into thealrigiickwork on the western
side of the building, whilst the housings on thetesppeared intact, suggesting
that these were the positions of the wooden bedrat Had supporting the
original upper floor. Another ‘I'-section steel mehad been placed below the
last beam to the south. This did not slope, and pessibly intended for some
type of lifting equipment, now removed. A furtheorlzontal beam had been
placed below the central beam, and may similariyeh@een intended for lifting
equipment. Another two horizontal steel beams heehhinserted at the south-
east corner of the block to form an ‘L’-shaped de. This was supported in
the centre of the east/west beam by a single 028@.2m modern steel ‘I'-
section column, which supported a 6.55m by 3.16rmazaeine floor that was
raised 2.6m above the ground level and walled witite PVC partitions (Plate
11).

Plate 11: The mezzanine floor situated in the nedBt corner of the building

The floor was comprised mainly of concrete, and aadrregularly-shaped area
of wooden floorboards in the centre. Below the beawvas a gap of 0.15m,
packed with rubble and wood chippings. Within theofboard area were four
concrete pads of various sizes (Plate 12). Theestrgad contained a cast-iron
rectangular setting. The position of the ‘I'-seatibeam below the central roof
beam ended at the north-western of these pads.ndhern, smallest, pad
contained the base of a steel ‘I'-section columet thad been cut off at ground
level (Plate 13). To the north and south of thikigm base were two identical
bases, all cut off at ground level.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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Plate 12: Concrete floor arrangement, looking neetést

Plate 13: Cut-off ‘I'- section column

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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3.2.6 The remains of the ‘I'-section columns, or stanakiowere set at intervals of
approximately 6m, and were aligned north/south. $tenchions did not sit
below any of the current roof beams and, togeth#r thie two level beams and
the irregular concrete and flooring, are likelyrépresent the remains of former
machinery. These steel and concrete components chesady a late addition to
the building, probably contemporary with its redotto a single storey and the
insertion of the steel roof.

3.2.7 Eight windows survived along the western elevatibimese were 1.67m wide by
2.65m high, with a 1.77m wide stone sill and ar¢Hattk lintels. The timber
frames housed nine panes, in three rows of thineecentral pane opening (Plate
14).

Plate 14: Detail of one of the windows in the wastation

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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3.2.8 At the north end of the elevation, above the emiasoor, was a ninth, smaller,
window that measured 1.63m wide and 1.15m higlvaks slightly offset from
the door, and the arch was at the same heighteasttier windows, suggesting
that it had been remodelled to accommodate theérnaggtion of a door (Plate 9).

3.2.9 Two different types of windows were present in #estern elevation of the
building. A row of three windows in the northernybatogether with another
row of three at the southern end (Fig 3), each noredsl.71 wide and 2.45m
high, and had arched lintels with bull-nosed bri¢&eming the sides. These
windows had all been blocked with hand-made br{€{ate 15).

Plate 15: Blocked window in the eastern elevation

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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3.2.10 Between these two blocks of windows, and with amMghp from the northern
block, were three different windows. These wereheh®&7m wide by 1.95m
high with a stone external sill, and two intern#issthe higher set back slightly.
The edges of the window apertures comprised budeddricks, and the window
frames housed nine panes in three rows of threé, twe central pane opening
(Plate 16). The lower sill almost certainly reprgse the original window
aperture, which have been remodelled slightly andnmall window frame
inserted subsequently.

Plate 16: Central window in the eastern elevation

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: October 2013
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3.2.11 The entire southern elevation had been rebuiltngireeering brick, and had a
3.07m wide loading bay door inserted into the easend, with a steel ‘I'-
section joist above it. To either side of this weneall rectangular windows, each
measuring 1.2m high. Both had two panes, a lameel pane and a smaller
opening upper pane, both fitted with horizontalusieg bars (Plate 17).

Plate 17: Southern loading bay door and flankingadws

3.2.12 Abutting the rebuilt southern elevation, in the tsewest corner of the building,
was a small structure of cinder-block constructimeasuring 6.34 x 3.28m. The
structure was split into three rooms by 80mm tlstld partitions. A small gents
toilet was accessed through a doorway in the ealt & ladies toilet with two
cubicles was accessed through a doorway in thdr veatl, and a kitchen was
also accessed though a doorway in the north whk. Jents toilet, both ladies
cubicles and the kitchen had small two pane recdangvindows. The one in the
gents toilet was identical to the ones flanking lib&ding bay doors, but with
frosted glass. The two windows in the ladies’ todebicles measured 0.50 x
0.76m, with a smaller opening top pane and frogleds. The kitchen window
was 0.52 x 1.12m high, with two panes side by diue]eft one opening. All had
bars on the windows, and all the doorways were Owdde (Plate 18). The
internal walls did not ascend to roof height, ahd block had a fenced-off
storage are above it accessed by ladder.

3.2.13 Within the north internal elevation was a 2m highlb7m wide arched doorway
that had been blocked with cinder blocks (Plate T®)js presumably led from
the building to the mill block adjacent to the morall originally part of the same
complex before they were split into multiple unifdso in the north elevation
was a blocked aperture, measuring 0.59m squarerased 2.6m above the
floor level (Plate 20). The original function ofighaperture remains uncertain,
although it is possible that it had housed a wak o carry a power shaft into
the building.
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Plate 18: South-west kitchen and toilet block wtibrage above, looking south-west
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Plate 19: Blocked doorway in the north elevation

Plate 20: Blocked aperture in north elevation
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3.2.14 The stubs of two steel ‘I'-section beams were setapart into the interior east
elevation, at a height of 3m above floor level {€1a1). These beams lined up
with the southern and central stanchions set imocbncrete floor, and almost
certainly formed part of the modern structure thrate occupied this part of the
building.

Plate 21: Southern of two ‘I'-section beam stubshi@ east elevation
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3.2.15 A small rectangular projection, measuring 2.14 %8in, and with internal
dimensions of 1.9 x 1.1m, abutted the western &@mvaf the building, between
the seventh and eighth bays (Fig 2). The fabrithisf structure comprised hand-
made bricks, similar to those used in the constyacof the main building,
although its footprint is not marked on the Ordrecirvey map of 1895 (Plate
5), suggesting that it may have been a later agdifiwo small windows, 0.42m
wide and 0.92m high with a stone sill and fittedhatiwo panes, were inserted in
the north and south walls of the structure. Thekshbuilt walls supported a
modern sloping roof, which is likely to have bediteti when the main block
was reduced to a single storey. The rainwater goee similarly of a modern
date (Plate 22). The structure may have been ietead a privy tower, but was
used latterly as a small storeroom. It was accesiged 0.70m wide doorway
from the body of the building.

Plate 22: Projecting structure abutting the westifey elevation
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3.3 SOUTH BLOCK

3.3.1 A smaller rectangular block, with a footprint measg 13.8 x 5.8m, abutted the
southern end of the main building (Fig 2). Only #irest wall and western 4.77m
of the south wall survived of this building, ané$le were in a ruinous condition.
The interior of the building was overgrown and winewith rubble and refuse,
although the footings of the southern and easteaitsweould be traced roughly
in places, suggesting that it had spanned thelBiBm width of the main block
originally. The west wall was lower than the wesalwof the main block,
standing to a height of onky 2.8m, rising toc 5.75m at the south-west corner
(Fig 3). The western two bays of the south walvsed to a height o€ 5.75m,
beyond which the building had been demolished. Ibweer portions of two
blocked windows were identified in the survivingmlents of the western wall
(Fig 3). These were identical to the other windamwshe western elevation, and
had been blocked with hand-made brick.

3.3.2 The roof scar of the demolished boiler house waibh on the east-facing
elevation (Plate 23). This was 9.47m wide and adegnat its apex, almost to
the top of the first-storey wall, at a height ©%5.6m above ground level. It
appeared to asymmetrical, with the southern sidénfaa very slightly steeper
pitch. Window apertures beneath the roof scar lesshbblocked with hand-made
bricks and plastered on the exterior elevationicetihg they pre-dated the boiler
house and were blocked on its construction.

Plate 23: Roof scar of the demolished boiler house
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3.3.3 Above the central blocked window, and slightly efffrom the apex of the roof,
was a 1.1 x 0.69m rectangular aperture, which lradasly been blocked with
hand-made bricks. The sides of the aperture coegbnarrow stone slabs, with a
1.5m long stone lintel and a 1.1m long narrow steitleThe stone sill was only
partially visible on the interior east elevationtbé main block (Plate 24). From
the bottom corners, two 0.4m long cast-iron stputgected out from the exterior
wall. This aperture may have carried piping frore thoiler house to the main
block. The rest of the boiler house footprint hager covered with modern
hardcore, raising the ground level by approximazebm.

—

Plate 24: Blocked windows with stone sills visibieinterior east elevation of main block
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34 SouUTH OUTBUILDING

3.4.1 Built onto the south-western corner of the wingcklavas an outbuilding that
wrapped around the southern 9.1m of the west w&ad, the western 4.3m of the
south wall. Its north wall projected out 3.6m frahe western wall of the main
block (Fig 2). The component walls were built fromachine-pressed bricks, and
bonded with hard grey cement, indicative of a twethtcentury construction
date. The building had evidently been subject te iamage, and indicated by
charred timbers on the interior elevations.

3.4.2 The walls survived to a maximum height of 3.6m {@I25). At the top of the
walls were upright steel struts for an upper 1mrsewf fibreglass sheeting.
Above this were steel beams angling down from tlestern wall of the south
block to support a roof. The roof remained in ptacand appeared to be
corrugated chrysotile asbestos cement sheetindniftite entrance way was the
remains of a steel double door.

Plate 25: Western wall of the modern outbuilding

3.4.3 Within the covered south-eastern part of the olding, a concrete floor surface
had been raised by 0.42m. This created an opeteficarea, measuring 4.27 x
2.72m, reducing to 1.8m wide at the rear. The talofi the roof comprised
similarly modern materials, but with 80mm thick vdem sheets rather than
chrysotile sheeting (Plate 26).
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Plate 26: South-east enclosed area of outbuildoaking east
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4. DISCUSSION

4.1

41.1

4.2

421

4.2.2

4.2.3

4.3

4.3.1

INTRODUCTION

The earliest surviving fabric of the building lag the west and east walls,
together with a roof scar in the Lavenders BrowgearAll the internal features

appear to derive from remodelling during the 19&0%] no original fixutres or

fittings survived. A small, square aperture throdigh east wall may have been
intended for a steam pipe from the 1860s boilerseoé small blocked aperture
visible within the northern elevation suggested faaher piping, or possibly a

power shaft, connected with the Lavenders Brow eashgring an early phase of
the mill. However, no other potential physical ende for any power system
survived. It appears that the floor of the wingdildad been replaced entirely
during the 1960s, retaining no evidence for thgioal internal layout.

PHASE 1: 1800s 1O 1860s

The historical evidence suggests that Churchgatiewds established during the
late 1790s or early 1800s, whilst and Land Tax Retishow the mill to be in
operation in 1807. In 1833, the Orchard Street Wsndescribed as a four-storey
rectangular mill block, and can be assumed to leen of similar construction
to the adjacent four-storey mill fronting LavendBraw.

Only the west, north and east walls of the extaiitlmg retain early fabric, and
this only survives to a single-storey height. Thieekwork and, were visible,
mortar bonding in the construction of these wadlsconsistent with an early
nineteenth-century construction date. The blockewews on the western and
the eastern elevations were slightly different imehsions, but very similar in
style, and are probably original. The unblockeddmins in the centre of the east
elevation evidently represented replacements ofotiggnals, and were slightly
smaller. The larger door on the west elevation apge to be original, as its
placement respected the sequence of windows irelneation. It also seems
likely that the small door in the north wall wamgarly original, leading through
to a northern part of the mill complex.

The form, style and fabric of the small buildingth® south suggested that it was
built at a date broadly contemporary with the twbigck. However, the derelict
condition of the building precluded a detailed exzation.

PHASE 2: 1860s TO 1960s

The Churchgate Mill complex changed from multigesingle occupancy during
the 1860s, and contemporary mapping suggestshtisatdincided broadly with a
remodelling of the site. The Orchard Street Wing weduced from four to two
storeys, the roof scar of which survives on thetlsenn elevation of the
Lavenders Brow block. It is possible that the seradiccess door at the north end
of the west elevation was added during this phasgiiring the shortening of the
northernmost window above it.
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4.3.2

4.3.3

4.4

44.1

4.5

45.1

A larger boiler house had been built by the lag&80k, abutting the southern end
of the eastern elevation of the wing block; thef maar for this boiler house can
be seen on the eastern elevation of the building. probable that this was the
reason for the blocking of the southern three wivgln this elevation. A square

aperture, now blocked, visible near the apex of Iloder house roof scar

suggests, that steam was being piped from therbbdase into the Orchard

Street Wing during this period.

The outbuilding to the south-west of the wing blogks added at some point
after the 1860s. The fabroic of the building is sistent with a construction date
of 1870-90, although a precise date is no knowr ifitended function similarly
remains uncertain, although it islikely to haverbé® storage purposes.

PHASE 3: 1960s - 2005

The two-storey block was further reduced to a smgjbrey during the 1960s,
and the steel roof and beams were added. At the same time it appears that
the entire southern wall of the main block was el engineering brick, and

the north mezzanine and south kitchen and toiletlities added. This also

suggests that the southern smaller block was dereyi this point, although

aerial photography shows that the walls for thischlwere still standing up to
the demolition of the boiler house in the earlyiyefirst century, so it is likely

that the roof was removed from this block betwden 1960s and 2000, leaving
the walls extant. The large loading bay doors wadeled in the southern
elevation during this late period, and the roofrbeafloor layout and stanchions
visivble within the floor suggest that some kindlifting mechanism had been
installed.

PHASE 4: 2005 - PRESENT

Aerial photography shows that the boiler house demolished between 2005
and 2009, and much of the walling of the smallertisern block also demolished
at the same time. The area of the boiler housewshuilt up byc 2.5m of gravel
and hardcore for use as a car park.
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND

1.1.1 Seddon Construction Ltd is to carry out the redmwelent of land at Hopes
Carr in Stockport (centred on NGR 389955 39023Te §ite was occupied
formerly by a number of historic industrial prensisethe archaeological
importance of which has been highlighted in a desked assessment of the
site that was produced by the former Universityiainchester Archaeological
Unit (UMAU 2004). The survival of buried remains part of the site was
confirmed during an initial archaeological evaloatiof the site, which was
carried out in 2011 (OA North 2011).

1.1.2 Whilst considering an application for the next stagqn the proposed
redevelopment of the site, Stockport Metropolitasrddigh Council (SMBC)
has attached a series of conditions to planningoapp (Planning Permission
DC043701). One of these conditions (Condition 7msito secure
archaeological interests, and reads:

‘No demolition or development shall take place witithe area indicated on
Drawing 09-082-100 Location Plan (Scale 1:1250)iluat programme of
archaeological works has been completed or caoigdn accordance with a
Written Scheme of Investigation to be first subedttto and approved in
writing by the local planning authority.

Reason: In order to secure the provision of aneasclogical excavation and
the subsequent recording of any remains in accoedavith Policy HC3, "
PROTECTION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES", of the StockpdJnitary
Development Plan Review.’

1.1.3 The Heritage Management Director for the Greatendaster Archaeological
Advisory Service (GMAAS), who provides planning ad for SMBC, has
recommended that a programme of intrusive invetstigas merited. The sites
that should be targeted for investigation are thogklighted in the desk-based
assessment of the site that was completed in 200MAU 2004). In addition, it
has been recommended that a former wing of Chutehgal, which survives
as a single-storey block but is proposed for demali is subject to an
archaeological building survey.

1.1.4 This Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) has bémmulated to meet the
requirements of the archaeological condition atdcho outline planning
consent. It presents a scheme of archaeologicllibgirecording and intrusive
archaeological investigation, which allows for tbecavation of a series of
targeted evaluation trenches across the proposeslogenent Plots 2 and 4.
The trenches will be intended to determine the réxtdepth, character and
relative significance of any buried archaeologiehains that survive, in line
with the National Planning Policy Framework, Paggdr 128. In the event of
significant archaeological remains being discoveredhe trenches, further
archaeological investigation is likely to be regdir Any such additional works
will be carried out in accordance with an Update8IW
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1.2 OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY

1.2.1 Oxford Archaeology is an educational charitgler the guidance of a board of
trustees with over 35 years of experience in amwlogy, and can provide a
professional and cost-effective service. We are thsgest employer of
archaeologists in the country (we currently haveartban 300 members of staff),
and can thus deploy considerable resources witimsixte experience to deal with
any archaeological obligations you or your cliemisy have. OA is an Institute for
Archaeologists Registered Organisation (No 17).nAkee offices in Lancaster and
Oxford, trading as Oxford Archaeology North (OA MNor and Oxford
Archaeology South (OA South) respectively, enabliumgy to provide a truly
nationwide service. All work on the project will dertaken in accordance with
relevant professional standards, including:

. IfA’s Code of Conduct(1999); Code of Approved Practice for the
Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Aaeology (1999);
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluagii999);

. English Heritage’Management of Archaeological Projeci®91;

. The European Association of Archaeologigtsnciples of Conduct for
Archaeologists Involved in Contract Archaeologi¢ébrk (1998).

1.2.2 OA North has unrivalled experience in the assessmewnaluation and
excavation of former industrial and associateddessial sites, particularly in
the context of Manchester. We have an extensivéqgtior of excavating the
buried remains of former textile mills in Manchesténcluding Salvins’
Factory, New Islington Mill, and Waller's Mill asapt of the New Islington
Millennium Village, Moore’s Mill on the New Islingih Wharf development,
Peter Drinkwater's Mill and Shepley Street Mill kiccadilly, and the Bengal
Street Mill in Ancoats to name but a few.

OBJECTIVES

2.1  The main research aim of the investigation, gilendommercial nature of the
development, will be to provide a record of thevaung fabric of the wing of
Churchgate Mill that is to be demolished, and ttaldsh the presence or
absence of buried archaeological remains on the aitd, if present,
characterise the level of preservation and sigmiio@, and provide a good
understanding of their potential.

2.2  The objectives of the initial element of the ardaflagical investigation will be

to:

. to undertake a programme of archaeological inteusinwestigation to
determine the presence, character, date, and exfersny buried
archaeological remains of interest, and estabfish potential;

. to inform a decision as to whether further archagichl investigation
will be required in advance of development grourtatks;

. to compile an archival record of any archaeologreahains within the

development area.
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3. METHOD STATEMENT
3.1  ARCHAEOLOGICAL BUILDING RECORDING

3.1.1 Following consultation with  GMAAS, it has been remmended that an
archaeological building investigation commensusait an English Heritage
Level 2/3-type survey should be carried out of giegle-storey wing of
Churchgate Mill, which will be demolished as parf the proposed
development.

3.1.2 Photographic Archive: a photographic archive will be produced utilisiag
high-resolution digital camera. A full photograplmcex will be produced and
the archive will comprise the following:

M the external appearance and setting of the buidiimgluding a mixture
of general shots and detailed views taken from emedgular and
oblique angles;

(i) general shots of the surrounding landscape;
(i)  the general appearance of principal rooms @inculation areas;

(iv) any external or internal detail, structural architectural, which is
relevant to the design, development and use obtiildings and which
does not show adequately on general photographs;

(V) any internal detailed views of features of espeaiahitectural interest,
fixtures and fittings, or fabric detail relevantgbasing the buildings.
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3.1.3 Site Drawings: existing plans (if available) will be annotated site to produce
the drawings. These drawings will then be usedadasis of CAD drawings,
which will be included within the final report agtires:

(i)
(if)
(iii)

a ground-floor plan for the building;
a cross-section through the short axis of the mgkl
principal elevations.

3.1.4 Where existing drawings are not availableg (for cross-sections and
elevations), the following survey techniques wél &pplied as appropriate:

Reflectorless Electronic Distance Measurer (REDM)rvey the
proposed elevations and cross-sections will beesid by means of a
reflectorless electronic distance measurer (REDWVHe REDM is
capable of measuring distances to a point of dejaikflection from the
wall surface, and does not need a prism to be g@ladee instrument to
be used will be a Leica TCR805. This emits a vidager beam, which
can be visually guided around points of detail. Tngital survey data
will be captured within a portable computer runniffgeoL T software;

Detail captured by the instrument survey will irddusuch features as
window and door openings, evidence for power trassion, outline of
decorative detail, evidence for machinery, an iagan of ground and
ceiling level, and changes in building material.eTrawings will
usually be produced at a scale of 1:50. The egdtirawings will be
digitised into an industry standard CAD package t0&8AD MAP
2004) for the production of the final drawings;

Photographic Survey Techniquetarge elements of the principal
elevation can be captured by a process of rectgleatography. These
photographs will be tied into the survey data posadliby the instrument
survey, to produce more a detailed elevation drgwin

Manual Survey Techniqueband-measured survey techniques will be
utilised to record areas that are not accessible ifistrument or
photographic survey;

CAD Systemthe drawings will be manipulated in AutoCAD MAP
2004. The advantage of a CAD system is that itwaldor efficient
manipulation and editing of drawings. The adoptioih a layering
system has significant benefits during the analgtage as it allows for
the display of information such as feature typebyit and phasing as
necessary to the requirements of the analysis,owitthe necessity to
produce further drawings;

Visual Inspection:a visual inspection of the buildings will be
undertaken utilising the OA North building investipn pro forma
sheets. A description will be maintained to Englidbritage (2006)
Level 2/3 standard. The records will be essentia@scriptive and
provide a systematic account of the origin, develept and use of the
building, which will include a description of thdap, form, fabric,
function, age and development sequence of the @mpl
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3.2 HEALTH AND SAFETY

3.2.1 Full regard will be given to all constraints duritige course of the project. OA
North provides a Health and Safety Statement fopraljects and maintains a
Safety Policy. All site procedures are in accor@awih the guidance set out in
the Health and Safety Manual compiled by the StampdConference of
Archaeological Unit Managers.

3.2.2 OA North undertakes to safeguard, so far as isoreddy practicable, the
health, safety and welfare of its staff and of athe@ho may be affected by our
work. OA North will also take all reasonable stdpsensure the health and
safety of all persons not in their employment, sashvolunteers, students,
visitors, and members of the public (this incluttespassers).

3.2.3 OA North is fully familiar with and will comply wh all current and relevant
legislation, including, but not limited to:

* The Health and Safety at Work Act (1974);
* Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulat{@899);
* Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 (asnai®e in 2002);
* The Construction (Design and Management) Regulaiia@07);
* The Control of Asbestos Regulations (2006);
» Construction (Health, Safety and Welfare) Reguiei(l1996);
* The Health and Safety (Miscellaneous AmendmentguR#ions (2002);
* The Work at Height Regulations (2005);
* The Health and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations (1981
» The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulatid@98);
» Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulatsof1998).
3.2.4 OA North has professional indemnity to a vabie£2,000,000, employer's

liability cover to a value of £10,000,000 and pabliability to a value of
£15,000,000. Written details of insurance coverlmaprovided if required.

3.2.5 Normal OA North working hours are between @f0and 5.00 pm, Monday to
Friday, though adjustments to hours may be maden&ximise daylight
working time in winter and to meet travel requirerse

3.3 PROJECT MONITORING

3.3.1 The aims of monitoring are to ensure that the aclugical works are
undertaken within the limits set by the Written &cte of Investigation, and to
the satisfaction of the curatorial archaeologisttla Greater Manchester
Archaeological Advisory Service (GMAAS). The cuna&b archaeologist will
be given at least five days’ notice of when worldige to commence, and will
be free to visit the site by prior arrangement wiité project director.
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34 POST-EXCAVATION AND REPORT PRODUCTION

3.4.1 Report: a report will be produced within four working weeddsthe completion
of the fieldwork, and will include:

. a summary statement of the findings;

. the background to the archaeological investigation;

. an outline of the methodology of the survey;

. a description of the site’s setting, including tgmphy and geology;

. an account of the documented historical backgraaride site;

. a summary, assessment, and interpretation of thatseof the building
survey;

. a description of the significance of the site is libcal and regional
context;

. a catalogue of archive items, including a list bbfgraphs, and details

of the final deposition of the project archive.

3.6.2 Archive: the results of the archaeological investigatior faifm the basis of a
full archive to professional standards, in accocganvith current English
Heritage guidelinesThhe Management of Archaeological Projects, 2ndiualit
1997) and theGuidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Arasvfor Long
Term StoraggUKIC 1990). The project archive represents théaton and
indexing of all the data and material gatheredrduthe course of the project.
The deposition of a properly ordered and indexedjept archive in an
appropriate repository is considered an essentidl integral element of all
archaeological projects by the IfA in that orgatim@s code of conduct. As
part of the archiving process, the on-line OASIS\{De Access to Index of
Archaeological Investigations) form will be com@dt

3.6.3 The paper and finds archive for the archaeologicak undertaken at the site
will be deposited with Stockport Museum. This avehcan be provided in the
English Heritage Centre for Archaeology format,hbas a printed document
and on CD (as appropriate). The archive will beocdgpd with the museum
within six months of the completion of the fieldwoiExcept for items subject
to the Treasure Act, all artefacts found during ¢barse of the project will be
donated to the receiving museum.

4, WORK TIMETABLE

4.1 A five-day period should be allowed to complete #rehaeological building
survey.

4.2 A report will be submitted within four weeks of theompletion of the
fieldwork.
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5.1

5.2

5.3

STAFFING PROPOSALS

The project will be under the overall chargd af Miller BA FSA (OA North
Senior Project Manager) to whom all correspondesitrild be addressed. lan
has over 20 years experience of commercial archggobnd has a particular
interest in the archaeology of the Industrial R&rand particular that of Greater
Manchester and Lancashire. He managed the excawdtibe Percival, Vickers
& Co Flint Glass Works in Manchester, and was rasgae for managing the
archaeological elements of the Murrays’ Mills Maj&epairs Project in
Manchester. He has also managed many other ewalsasind excavations of
former industrial sites in Manchester.

His role will be to ensure that the Written Schemk Investigation is
implemented within the framework of the Project €ibives. He will be
responsible for all aspects of staff and resouoggstics, ensuring the smooth
running of the project programme. He will liaisetlwihe Client and GMAAS
with regard to progress, and will maintain relasibips with other contractors.

The fieldwork is likely to be undertaken I§raham Mottershead BA (OA
North Project Officer). Graham is a highly expeded field archaeologist, with
over 20 years continuous experience of field arcloay. It is not possible to
provide details of specific technicians that wil imvolved with the fieldwork at
this stage, but all shall be suitably qualifiedha®ologists with proven relevant
experience. It is anticipated that up to two tectam will be required for the
initial stage of the fieldwork.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

LisT oF FIGURES
Figure 1: Site location
Figure 2: Plan of the Orchard Street Wing of the IChgate Mill

Figure 3: Elevations and cross-section of the Qutireet Wing
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Plan of the Orchard Street Wing of Churchgate Mill
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Figure 3: Elevations and cross-section of the Orchard Street Wing
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