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SUMMARY

In October 2012, Stewart Milne Homes commissionediofd Archaeology North
(OA North) to carry out an archaeological desk-bdasgsessment of land situated on
the south-eastern fringe of Nantwich, Cheshire t(egnat NGR 366245, 352125).
The assessment was required to inform the planmraress for a proposed
redevelopment of the site, in accordance with currgovernment policy. The
assessment was intended to provide an informed lbagarding the significance of
any archaeological heritage assets within the sitel the impact of the proposed
development upon their significance.

Three heritage assets of archaeological intereste hbeen identified from
documentary sources. The Scheme Area was agrigbltand and seemingly
undeveloped until the mid-nineteenth century, whauarel Grove farm (Sit@1) was
erected. However, the only identified structureoagged with the farm that lay
within the boundary of the Scheme Area was the aita greenhouse, and is of
negligible importance. The sites of two demolishedeteenth-century field barns
(Sites03 and04) were also identified within the proposed Schenmneafand are also
of negligible importance. The Regent’s TheologiCallege complex (Sit82), which

is still standing, is a locally listed building ahds immediately beyond the boundary
of the Scheme Area.

None of the identified heritage assets in the psedoScheme Area have any legal
designation, or merit preservatian-situ. Several buildings were erected in the
Scheme Area during the later twentieth century. d&Nof these buildings are of
historical or archaeological interest.

As no buried archaeological sites have been idedtivithin the Scheme Area that
may be considered as being of national importaand,therefore merit preservation
in-situ, or of Regional/County or Local/Borough importaneghich would merit
preservation by record, no further archaeologinakstigations or mitigative works
are recommended.

In terms of the built heritage, design proposatsdevelopment in the study area may
need to be informed by the architectural charaatet urban form of the Willaston
School complex (Sit®2). The design of any new structures may be requiced
minimise the alteration to the setting of theseaeelpt buildings. It is, therefore,
recommended that design proposals should be detwsish a Conservation Officer
or Planning Officer before any application is made.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012



Cog 7 Centre, Crewe Road, Nantwich, Cheshire: Aeokagical Desk-based Assessment 3

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) would like thank Steve Daniel, acting on
behalf of Stewart Milne Homes, for commissioningd asupporting the project.
Thanks are also due to Mark Leah, the DevelopmanritrGl Archaeologist with
Cheshire Archaeology Planning Advisory Service, lite support and assistance. In
addition the author would like to thank Moya Watsah the Cheshire Historic
Environment Record, and all the staff of the CouRécord Office in Chester for their
assistance with this project.

The desk-based assessment was undertaken by AMataian and lan Miller, and
the illustrations were produced by Mark TidmarsimeTreport was edited by lan
Miller, who was also responsible for project mamagat.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012



Cog 7 Centre, Crewe Road, Nantwich, Cheshire: Aeokagical Desk-based Assessment 4

1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

In October 2012, Stewart Milne Homes commissionedofd Archaeology
North (OA North) to undertake an archaeologicalkdessed assessment of a
site on the fringe of Nantwich in Cheshire (Fig The principle aim of the
assessment was to identify, as far as possiblenatuee and significance of the
sub-surface archaeological resource within theysauda, and to establish the
impact of development upon this resource.

The desk-based assessment comprised a search lof podilished and
unpublished records held by the Cheshire Histonzitenment Record (HER),
the Cheshire County Record Office in Chester, dredrchives and library
held at OA North. In addition, a rapid site insp&ctwas carried out on the site
of the proposed development, in order to relatdahdscape and surroundings
to the results of the assessment.

This report sets out the results of the desk-basséssment, together with a
gazetteer of known heritage assets. The reportiatdodes a statement of the
archaeological potential and significance, in whachassessment of the impact
of the proposed development on the historic enwiremnt is taken into account.

LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

The study area is located on the south-eastergefrof the historic market

town of Nantwich in Cheshire (Fig 1), situated soBGkm south-east of

Chester and 6km south-west of Crewe (centred at 66245, 352125).

The site lies between Crewe Road and London Raad,isa bounded by

modern residential properties on Regent’'s Gatbédécsbuth and the Regent’s
Theological College immediately to the east (Plgte

Nantwich lies on an extensive low-lying tract ofulaer clay, known as the
Cheshire Plain, which separates the hills of Ndfithles and the Peak
District of Derbyshire. The solid geology of theearcomprises the Keuper
marl, which is overlain by boulder clay and glaciposits of sand and
gravels (Countryside Commission 1998, 148-9). Tleiger marl contains
the salt beds from which natural brine was deri{t¢dins and Horton 1969,
69-72). This mineral attribute was a key factothe early development of
Nantwich, with salt production from the naturalf@isprings providing the
foundation for its economy from the Roman periaatigh to the nineteenth
century (McNeil 1983, 40-42, Connelly and Powel02034).

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012
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Plate 1: Aerial view of the Scheme Area

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012
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2. METHODOLOGY

21

211

2.1.2

22

221

DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

The archaeological assessment has focused on piieadion site, referred to
hereafter as the Scheme Area, although informdtioa wider study area has
been considered in order to provide an essentiategtual background. The
assessment was carried out in accordance withelegant IfA and English
Heritage guidelines (IfA 2011$tandard and Guidance for Archaeological
Desk-based Assessmerifd 2010 Code of Condug¢tEnglish Heritage 2006,
Management of Research Projects in the Historicitenment(MoRPHE)).
The principal sources of information consulted whrgtorical and modern
maps, although published and unpublished secondawyces were also
reviewed. The following repositories were consuliieding the data-gathering
process:

. Cheshire Historic Environment Record (HER)the Cheshire HER
holds data on the historic environment for therentiounty, including
Listed Buildings, all known archaeological sitekng with the location
and results of previous archaeological intervertiona linked GIS and
database format. The HER was consulted to estathleslextent of sites
of archaeological and historic interest within tedy area;

. Cheshire Record Office (CRO), Chestenplds an extensive series of
mapping for the Nantwich area as well as a cobecif secondary
sources about the town;

. Oxford Archaeology North:OA North has a large archive of secondary
sources relevant to the study area, incorporatioity ipublished work
and unpublished client reports.

All sites of archaeological interest (heritage &§s& the Scheme Area and
within a radius of 100m have been included in tite GazetteerJection 4;
Fig 7).

ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

The results of the assessment have identified figeifisance of the
archaeological resource of the Scheme Area. Inrdal@assess the potential
impact of any future development, considerationideen afforded to:

. assessing in detail any impact and the significarfdbe effects arising
from any future development of the Scheme Area,;

. reviewing the evidence for past impacts that mayehaffected the
archaeological sites of interest identified duringe desk-based
assessment;

. outlining suitable mitigation measures, where gdaesat this stage, to
avoid, reduce, or remedy adverse impacts.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012
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2.2.2 Such impacts on the identified archaeological sitay be:

. positive or negative;

. short, medium or long term;

. direct or indirect;

. reversible or irreversible.

2.2.3 Key impacts have been identified as those that evquatentially lead to a
change to the archaeological site. Each potentiphct has been determined
as the predicted deviation from the baseline camt in accordance with
current knowledge of the site and the proposedI|dpueent.

2.2.4 Table 1 shows the sensitivity of the site scaleddoordance with its relative
importance using the following terms for the cudiuneritage and archaeology
issues, with guideline recommendations for a mitgestrategy.

I mportance

Examples of Site Type

Mitigation

National

Scheduled Monuments (SMs), Grade | and
Listed Buildings

ITFo be avoided

Regional/County

Conservation Areas, Registered PamkisGardens
(Statutory Designated Sites), Grade |l List
Buildings

Sites and Monuments Record/Histo
Environment Record

5 Avoidance
edecommended

L

c

Local/Borough Sites with a local or borough archagimal value| Avoidance  not
or interest envisaged
Sites that are so badly damaged that too ljttle
remains to justify inclusion into a higher grade
Low Local Sites with a low local archaeological v&lu Avoidance  not
envisaged
Sites that are so badly damaged that too ljttle
remains to justify inclusion into a higher grade
Negligible Sites or features with no significanttseological| Avoidance
value or interest unnecessary

Table 1: Criteria used to determine Importance itd<S

2.2.5 The impact is assessed in terms of the sensitoriynportance of the site to
the magnitude of change or potential scale of irhghaing any future
redevelopment scheme. The magnitude, or scale mhpact is often difficult
to define, but will be termed as substantial, matkerslight, or negligible, as
shown in Table 2.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes
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Scale of I mpact Description

Substantial Significant change in environmentaldes;t
Complete destruction of the site or feature;
Change to the site or feature resulting in a funelstad change in

ability to understand and appreciate the resoume its cultural
heritage or archaeological value/historical contad setting.

Moderate Significant change in environmental fagtors

Change to the site or feature resulting in an apabée change in
ability to understand and appreciate the resoume its cultural
heritage or archaeological value/historical contad setting.

Slight Change to the site or feature resulting snall change in our abilit
to understand and appreciate the resource andilitgral heritage of
archaeological value/historical context and setting

Negligible Negligible change or no material chantgethe site or feature. No rea
change in our ability to understand and appredteeresource and its
cultural heritage or archaeological value/histdraamtext and setting.

Table 2: Criteria used to determine Scale of Impact

2.2.6 The interaction of the scale of impact (Table 2) dhe importance of the
archaeological site (Table 1) produce the impaghiBcance. This may be
calculated by using the matrix shown in Table 3:

Resource Value Scale of Impact Upon Archaeological Site
(Importance) |'q \ santial | Moderate Slight Negligible
National Major Major Intermediate/ | Neutral
Minor
Regional/County | Major Major/ Minor Neutral
Intermediate
L ocal/Borough Intermediate| Intermediate Minor Neutral
Local (low) Intermediate | Minor Minor/ Neutral
/ Minor Neutral
Negligible Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral

Table 3: Impact Significance Matrix

2.2.7 The impact significance category for each iderdiferchaeological site of
interest will also be qualified, and recommendetigation measures will be
provided, where possible at this stage, to impdbtg are of moderate
significance or above; any measures to reducerapgét will be promoted in
the report. It is also normal practice to statet tingpacts above moderate
significance are regarded as significant impactsis|important that the
residual impact assessment takes into consideraten ability of the
mitigation to reduce the impact, and its likely sess.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012
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2.2.8

2.3
231

2.3.2

It is also considered important to attribute a lenfeconfidence by which the
predicted impact has been assessed. For the puogbdkes assessment, the
criteria for these definitions are set out in thielé below.

Confidencein Predictions

Confidence L evel Description

High/Certain The predicted impact is either certarg direct impact, or believed
to be very likely to occur, based on reliable imfiation or previous
experience, and may be estimated at 95% chandgtoerh

Medium/Probable The probability can be estimateldet@above 50%, but below 95%,

Low/Unlikely The predicted impact and it levels doest estimates, generally
derived from the experience of the assessor. Mdmemation may|
be needed to improve the level of confidence, whigm be
estimated using the present information at abovebb%dess thar
50%.

Extremely Unlikely | The probability can be estimattdess than 5%.

Table 4: Impact Prediction Confidence

PLANNING BACKGROUND AND LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

National Policy Framework:in considering any planning application for
development, local planning authorities are boupthle policy framework set
by government guidance. This guidance provides temahconsideration that
must be taken into account in development managemecisions, where
relevant. In accordance with central and local gowent policy, this
assessment has been prepared in order to claeifsttinly site’s archaeological
potential and to assess the need for any furthesuores to mitigate the impact
of the proposed development.

National planning policies on the conservationh# historic environment are
set out in National Planning Policy Framework (NPR#hich was published
by the Department of Communities and Local GovemniBCLG) in 2012.
Sites of archaeological or cultural heritage sigaifice that are valued
components of the historic environment and meriisaderation in planning
decisions are grouped as ‘heritage assets’; ‘ligritsssets are an irreplaceable
resource’, the conservation of which can bring #®vidsocial, cultural,
economic and environmental benefits...” (DCLG 20%2ction 12.126). The
policy framework states that the ‘significance afyderitage assets affected,
including any contribution made by their settingiosld be understood in
order to assess the potential impact (DCLG 2012ti@e12.128). In addition
to standing remains, heritage assets of archaealogiterest can comprise
sub-surface remains and, therefore, assessmentdsb® undertaken for a
site that ‘includes or has the potential to includeritage assets with
archaeological interest’ (DCLG 2012; Section 12)128

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012
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2.3.3

234

2.3.5

2.3.6

NPPF draws a distinction between designated heritagsets and other
remains considered to be of lesser significanagagweight should be given
to the asset's conservation. The more important abset, the greater the
weight should be...substantial harm to or loss ofradg Il listed building,
park or garden should be exceptional. Substaraiahtio or loss of designated
heritage assets of the highest significance, imetudcheduled monuments,
protected wreck sites, battlefields, grade | aridisted buildings and grade |
and II* registered parks and gardens and World tbigei Sites, should be
wholly exceptional’ (DCLG 2012; Section 12.132).€féfore, preservation in
situ is the preferred course in relation to suctessiunless exception
circumstances exist.

It is normally accepted that non-designated sitidisbe preserved by record,
in accordance with their significance and the mtagi@ of the harm to or loss
of the site as a result of the proposals, to ‘awsigninimise conflict between

the heritage asset’s conservation and any aspettieoproposals’ (DCLG

2012; Section 12.129). Non-designated heritage tasst archaeological

interest will also be subject to the policies rgedrfor designated heritage
assets if they are of equivalent significance toedaled monuments (DCLG
2012; Section 12.132).

Regional Policy Frameworkthe approved Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS)
for the North West (The North West Plan) was adibpte September 2008.
The RSS replaces the Regional Planning Guidancéril®e North West
(RPG 13), together with the relevant County Strieetelans. Policy EM1 (C)
embedded within the RSS contains policies relatitog the historic
environment, and specifies that plans, strategmsposals and schemes
should protect, conserve and enhance the histenerament supporting
conservation-led regeneration in areas rich in ohistinterest and, in
particular, exploiting the regeneration potenti@al o

. the maritime heritage of the North West coast, udrlg docks and
water spaces, and coastal resorts and piers;

. the Pennine textile mill-town heritage that exist&ast Lancashire and
Greater Manchester; and the textile mill-town lee@ of East
Cheshire;

. Victorian and Edwardian commercial developmentd.iwerpool and
Manchester city centres;

. the traditional architecture of rural villages antarket towns of
Cumbria, Cheshire and Lancashire;

. the historic Cities of Carlisle, Chester and Lateasand the Lake
District Cultural Landscape.

Borough of Crewe and Nantwich Replacement Local RI2011: although
the replacement local plan was to be valid until20saved policies remain
current in planning considerations whilst the Clreskast Local Plan (Local
Development Framework) is being compiled. This wi#n form the statutory
development plan in Cheshire East until 2030.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012
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2.3.7

2.3.8

Policy BE.16 (Development and Archaeology)testathat development
proposals affecting sites of known or presumed a@ological potential will
only be permitted where the proposal is supportgdab archaeological
assessment of the extent, character, and conddfothe archaeological
resource. Such proposals should demonstrate & would be no damage to
the archaeological resource and that any suchwsiefd be preserven situ,

or by recording, as appropriate.

Policy BE.13 (Buildings of Local Interest) tetdh that locally listed buildings
or structures will be protected from inappropriaevelopment proposals
affecting the reason for their inclusion in thedbdsting, unless it can be
clearly demonstrated that the reasons for the dpusnt outweigh the need
to safeguard the building. This saved policy hasnbsupplemented by the
Local List of Historic Buildings Supplementary Piamg Document (Cheshire
east Council 2010), which also states that planmegmission will not
normally be granted for development that adversdfgcts the setting of a
locally listed building. The document advises aggolit to discuss proposals
affecting locally listed buildings or its settingtiv a Conservation Officer or
Planning Officer before any application is made.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012
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3. BACKGROUND

31

3.1.1

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The following section provides an historical contexthe present study, and
is considered by period as detailed in Table 5wekey sites are summarised
in the Gazetteer of Sites, with numbers given ackets $ection 4. Although
the Scheme Area lies within the historic township Willaston, it is
considerably closer to the town Nantwich, and thusch of the historical
background of the Nantwich area provides a relegantext.

Period
Palaeolithic
Mesolithic
Neolithic
Bronze Age
Iron Age

Date Range
30,000 — 10,000 BC
10,000 - 3,500 BC
3,500 — 2,200 BC
2,200 - 700 BC
700 BC — AD 43

Romano-British

AD 43 — AD 410

Early Medieval

AD 410 — AD 1066

Late Medieval

AD 1066 — AD 1540

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.14

Post-medieval
Industrial Period
Modern

AD 15401750
cAD1750 — 1901
Post-1901

Table 5: Summary of British archaeological peri@a& date ranges

Prehistoric Period: there is no known evidence for activity in Nantwich
during the prehistoric period (Cheshire County Guiug003a, 3), although
there is some indication for activity in the widmea. In particular, ceramic
salt containers discovered at Beeston Castle, tret sites of late prehistoric
date in North Wales, are believed to have origmhatethis part of Cheshire
(ibid).

Whilst salt would presumably have been an importaoimmodity for
prehistoric communities, no evidence has yet bascodered that points to
the exploitation of Nantwich’s salt springs in tipee-Roman period. In
particular, excavations at Kingsley Fields in 2@QX&nd in Snow Hill car park
in 2004, did not produce any firm evidence for R@man activity in two key
salt manufacturing areas of the town.

Roman: the Roman period in Cheshire is relatively weltuimented, notably
from archaeological investigations at Chester, N&ddch, and Northwich,
although, as with much of the North West regiorg thrust of research has
been generally towards the military aspects ofgéeod (Philpott 2006, 59).
However, as Philpott highlights, the presence efRoman military is evident
not only by the remains of the forts themselves,dyuthe network of roads,
supply chains, non-military settlement, and indak#activity (op cit 71).

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes
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3.1.5

3.1.6

3.1.7

3.1.8

3.1.9

Amongst several antiquarian coin and artefact firsohgl the identification of
the Nantwich to Middlewich Roman road survivingaasearthwork (Margary
1957, 304-5), early indications of the industriature of Roman activity in
Nantwich were provided by the discovery of two leadt pans near Kingsley
Field Farm in the 1880s. Excavations during theO£94t the Crown Hotel in
the town centre produced a large number of Romattenyo fragments
(Williams 1975; McNeil 1981), indicating significaactivity on the east bank
of the river Weaver (Connelly and Power 2005, 3)rther evidence for
Roman activity was provided in 1985 by the discgvefr a timber-lined pit,
perhaps intended for holding brine, in St Annes d.dRig 3; McNeil and
Roberts 1987, 287-8), and excavations in the migbD§9%evealed a second-
century ditch to the south of Welsh Row (EarthwdtR87; 1998).

The most extensive evidence for Roman activity antwich, however, was
obtained from archaeological excavations carriediou2001-2 at Kingsley

Fields (Connelly and Power 2005), which delimited horthern and western
extents of the Roman industrial area to the wesh@friver Weaver, although
the full extent of the Roman settlement remainsnomkn (Connelly and

Power 2005, 40). However, the Scheme Area almostioly lay some

distance from the Roman settlement, and there aknawn Roman remains
in the study area.

Early Medieval: interpreting the Early Medieval period in the NoMVest
region as a whole is challenging, with the combimpedblems of limited
archaeological evidence and investigation, witheaqal that typically lacks
the abundant material culture and ‘diagnostic adiefal evidence’ when
compared with the Roman or Medieval periods (Highli®86, 242-3).

The physical evidence for activity in Nantwich dwgithis period is scarce,
although one artefact, an eighth-century horsemasntecorded as having
been discovered in fields near the town by the HERER181). Higham has
suggested that the royal estate at Acton, of wNiahtwich was historically a
part, may have been created in the post-Romandspecifically to control

the saltworkings (1993, 143-5), although firm evide for Early Medieval

settlement at Nantwich remains elusive (CheshirenBoCouncil 2003a, 4).

Late Medieval:the emergence of Nantwich as an urban centre glihe
period is closely linked with its dominance as atoe for salt production,
leading to the development of a densely occupiedneercial core around the
market centres and High Street, incorporating Pe§ieet, Beam Street,
Hospital Street and Pillory Street, and a netwdrkait-trading routes to other
towns (Cheshire County Council 2003a, 4). Evidefmethe salt industry
itself is clear by the time of the Domesday sure¢yl087, which recorded
eight salt houses in Nantwich (Morris 1978, 26&splte the town having
been laid waste by the anti-Norman rebellion of @6 (Cheshire County
Council 2003a, 4). Some indication of the wealthhe&f town is given by the
foundation of St Nicholas’ Hospital in 1285 andexa@nd children’s hospital
in 1354 (Gifford 1995). The economy of the towrtras time was still largely
dependent upon a thriving salt industry; 65 salides are recorded as being
destroyed by fire in 1306 (Whatley 2004).

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012
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3.1.10 Post-medievalin 1583, Nantwich was destroyed by a fire whiclgdein a
wich house off Water Load with 150 buildings razed idahg 30 shops and
two barns according to the Wilbraham family dia@héshire County Council
2003a 6). Although the threat of invasion from the Welsad long since
subsided, Nantwich was subject to conflict durihg post-medieval period.
During the English Civil War, Nantwich was the ortlywn in Cheshire to
declare for Parliament, and consequently it waselesl several times by
Royalist forces. Soon after October 1642, Nantwighs fortified for the
Parliamentarians by Sir William Brereton with a fdaet wide ditch that had
timber-revetted mud walls at each side (CHER 179/T@e final, six-week
long, siege was lifted following the victory of tiarliamentary forces in the
Battle of Nantwich on January 26, 1644 (Whatley A00rhe fortifications
appear to have been removed following the Civil \&ad no traces survive
(HER 179/10).

3.1.11 The Scheme Area lay within the township of Willastluring this period, part
of which was included in the parish of Wybunburgwis 1848, 698-703). In
1848 the parish was described as mainly comprigiaging land for dairy
farms, with a relatively small portion being used &rable farmingilbid). The
study area lay beyond and between the urban exxéMNantwich, Willaston,
and Wybunbury and, in 1846, consisted of dispefagohs along the main
communication routes of the Crewe and London R&@ST 431/2; Fig 2).
The fields were primarily pastoral, with some aealse ipid).

3.1.12 The only buildings in the immediate vicinity of tl&cheme Area during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries were those ofdlarove (Sité1), which
went through several changes of use. In 1846, stavearm owned by Thomas
Barker, and referred to in the tithe apportionmeinl846 as Sneyd’s Croft
(EDT 431/2; Fig 2). The Ordnance Survey map of l1&fnhotates the
buildings as Laurel Grove (Fig 3), and by 1900 ha&en transformed into
Willaston School (Sit®2) by Phillip Barker, who owned the land at thatdim
(Brough 2012). This public boys’ school closed 831 due to financial
difficulties and was purchased subsequently byoSeph’s Industrial School
of Manchester. This Roman Catholic foundation rendite as a rehabilitation
school for underprivileged boys from south Lanceeskind northern Cheshire
(ibid). The buildings were purchased by the Elim PergetcChurch in 1987,
and it was used as their national theological gell¢bid). The complex is
now known as Regent Theological College, and has laequired by Church
of God (Seventh Dayjkid).

3.1.13 The land to the east of the theological college¢hmiwhich the Scheme Area
is situated, remained largely as agricultural landpen fields into the mid-
twentieth century (OS 1963). By the early 1970sesa buildings had been
built within the study area as additions to St pb&e School, which were
subsequently used by the Cog 7 Training and Conéer€entre.
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3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

MAP REGRESSION ANALYSIS

Early mapping:the earliest accurate map of Cheshire is that gye/by Peter
Burdett in 1772-4, and published in 1777. Burded previously surveyed the
county of Derbyshire, which he had started in respdao the Royal Society’s
appeal in 1759 for accurate county surveys. His stegwed turnpike roads
and lesser thoroughfares, canals, industry anchdeatd commons, together
with basic topographic detail. However, Burdett'spiwas produced at a scale
of 1”: 1 mile, and provides little evidence for teudy area, which lies in a
blank part of the map between what is now CrewedRarad London Road

(Plate 2).
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Plate 2: An extract from Burdett's map of 1777 hwiéd arrow marking the approximate
centre of the study area

The next available map for Cheshire is that produdy Christopher
Greenwood in 1819. Greenwood’s map was noted ®gthality of its design
and engraving, and provides more detail than Btisd@&levertheless, the map
was similarly produced at a scale of 1”: 1 miled aiso shows the study area
as undeveloped land situated between Crewe Road.@mibn Road (Plate
3).
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Plate 3: An extract from Greenwood’s map of 181i#h wed arrow marking the approximate
centre of the study area

3.2.3 The next available survey of the area is providgdBbyant's map of 1831.
This is very similar in content to Greenwood’s majthough shows more
detail as it was produced at a slightly larger esadl 1% to 1 mile. Bryant's
map shows the study area to have remained largelgueloped, although two
small buildings (Site®3 and04) are show in the northern part of the Scheme
Area (Plate 4).
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Plate 4: An extract from Bryant's map of 1831, witd arrow marking the small buildings in
the northern part of the Scheme Area
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3.2.4 Willaston Tithe Map, 1846 (EDT 431/2)detailed mapping of the Scheme

3.2.5

3.2.6

3.2.7

3.2.8

3.2.9

Area covers a period of 166 years, with the Wibastithe map having been
compiled in 1846. The tithe map (Fig 2) shows tloleBne Area to have
comprised a series of irregularly shaped fieldvariable sizes, which were
formed by the sub-division of several larger enetbfelds. The most notable
feature within the area is a group of buildings aad-ow plots (170) arranged
around the perimeter of field 171. The accompanypgortionment shows
that these represented a farmyard that was knov8nagd’s Croft (Sité®1),
which consisted of a house, out offices, yards, gadiens, as well as the
central field. Just beyond the western extent ef 8theme Area, a small
structure is depicted within field 188, which isoeded as gardens. None of
the depicted buildings associated with Sneyd’'s (Crahich was later to
become Laurel Grove (Sit@l), lay within the Scheme Area. The two
buildings in the northern part of the Scheme Ar8de6 03 and 04), first
shown on Bryant's map of 1831, appear to be fialhb.

The fields in the study area had diverse ownersddtppugh only seven plots
formed part of the Scheme Area, they were owned fibg different
individuals. These were Thomas Barker (plots 14D &fil), Elizabeth Latham
(fields 172 and 173), The Rector of Nantwich (fiéléi8), Ralph Sneyd (field
162), and the executors of the late Anne Bebbingtetd 169). This might
suggest that the plots formerly constituted par tdrger land holding, which
was gradually sold off as small plots as a redudtnzlosure.

Ordnance Survey first Edition at 25” to 1 mile, 187the next available map
of Nantwich, surveyed in 1877, provides a similapidtion of the study area,
but with a greater degree of detail (Fig 3). Sneydroft is labelled as Laurel
Grove (Site01), and consisted of a large square house (Grovesdjowa
rectangular building that may have been a barr,-ahaped greenhouse, and
three or four small sheds or outbuildings in a pldé orchard to the north-
eastern side of the farmyard. Access tracks todlaBrove are also depicted
running from Crewe Road and London Road.

A small building, likely to have been a field bars,shown in the field to the
north of Laurel Grove. Two further probable fieldrbs (Site€93 and04) are
depicted at the northern extent of the Scheme Axdjacent to Crewe Road.
The railway line is depicted to the south-easthef Echeme Area, and ribbon
development of housing was evident along LondondRt@ the west of the
Scheme Area. The study area remained largely atithis date.

Ordnance Survey first Edition at 6” to 1 mile, 1882his map shows an
identical view of the study area as the 1877 mapwlith a lesser detail.

Ordnance Survey second Edition, 25™1 mile, 1898y the time of the
publication of the map of 1898 (Fig 4), the Schefinea had changed very
little. Laurel Grove (Site0l) is labelled as The Grove, but the layout of
buildings and fields remains consistent with th@ic#ons from the earlier
maps. Further development is evident along Londoadrand Crewe Road, to
the west of the study area, and Willaston Colleg@ Ibeen built to the north-
east of the study area, adjacent to Crewe Road.
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3.2.10 Ordnance Survey third Edition, 25”1 mile, 191Ghe map of 1910 shows

that the farmhouse of Laurel Grove (S8 had been absorbed into a larger
building that is annotated as Willaston School €%i2), and some minor
modifications to the smaller outbuildings of Lau@over are also shown (Fig
5). A football ground is depicted to the south-eafsthe study area, but the
Scheme Area remained essentially unchanged froraahier mapping.

3.2.11 Ordnance Survey, 25":1 mile, 1963he map of 1963 (Fig 6) shows some

3.3
3.3.1

34

3.4.1

3.4.2

3.4.3

3.4.4

slight changes to the layout of fields within theh8me Area, but the most
conspicuous changes are within the wider study. &eaidential development
is shown lining Crewe Road to the north, and WilasSchool (Sit€®2) has
been extended and renamed St Joseph’s School.pkldhad also been added
to the southern end of the school. A field at tleetmeastern side of the
Scheme Area appears to have been subject to f@larating as an orchard or
nursery. Although the Scheme Area consisted prignafi open ground, the
surrounding area appears to have become suburtianise

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

No previous archaeological investigations have baedertaken within the
Scheme Area, or its immediate environs.

STEVISIT

The study area was subject of a site visit to astes information pertaining
to the baseline conditions, and to relate the lpastscape and surroundings to
that of the present. Additional information on #iges of significance and an
understanding of the potential environmental efféws been added to the Site
Gazetteer$ection 4, beloyywhere appropriate.

The site is accessed via a single-lane drive fraew€ Road. The drive has
modern tarmac surfacing, and a pavement on itemaside (Plate 5). The
drive is lined by a hedge on the west and varipegies of trees on the east,
and leads to the landscaped garden that occugestiiral part of the Scheme
Area. The garden supports a variety of mature ti@ed shrubs, and is
dissected by several modern paths (Plate 6).

A staggered range of three buildings forms the eeasboundary of the
Scheme Area (Plate 7). These two-storey buildimgso& brick construction,
and were erected post-1963 as dormitory blocksurthér block of two-storey
buildings of a contemporary date is aligned eastf\aeross the northern part
of the site (Plate 8). None of these buildings afeany historical or
architectural interest.

The north-western part of the Scheme Area is oeclipy a car park and a tall
single-storey building of a late twentieth-centulgte (Plate 9). A lawn
enclosed by trees forms the north-western cornéreosite.
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Plate 6: View looking west across the northern pdrthe landscaped garden
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Plate 8: View of the two-storey range across thehesn part of the site
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Plate 9: View looking west across the car park amsbern building in the north-western part of the
site

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012



Cog 7 Centre, Crewe Road, Nantwich, Cheshire: Aeokagical Desk-based Assessment 22

4. GAZETTEER OF SITES

SiteNumber 01

Site Name Laurel Grove

HER Number -

Site Type Farmstead

Period Industrial (pre-1846)

NGR SJ 66137 52113

Source Willaston tithe map of 1846 (EDT 431/2); OS mapl8f77; OS map
of 1910; Brough 2012

Description  Laurel Grove went through several changes of ughannineteenth
century. In 1846 it was a farm owned by Thomas Barknd was
known as Sneyd’s Croft. By 1877 (OS 1877) it wasvin as Laurel
Grove, and by 1899 (Brough 2012) had been trangdrimto
Willaston School (Sit®2). The buildings shown on the tithe map lay
outside the Scheme Area although, by 1877, a goesehwas shown
within the area, and two small outbuildings weregidied by the
mapping of 1910. The farmhouse, Grove House, namsgapart of
the locally listed Regent’s Theological Collegeté®R).

Assessment  The principal farm buildings lie beyond the Schefnea and will not
be affected by the development. The remains ofgtleenhouse are
likely to be affected.

Site Number 02

Site Name Regent’s Theological College

HER Number 5463

Site Type College

Period Industrial (1899)

NGR SJ 66111 52094

Status Locally listed building (assigned 14/10/2010)

Source HER; OS 1910; Brough 2012

Description  Laurel Grove (Sité®1) was absorbed by Willaston School, which was
established in 1899 by Phillip Barker, who owned thAnd at that
time (OS 1910; Brough 2012). This public boys’ saholosed in
1937 due to financial difficulties, and was purathsubsequently by
St Joseph’s Industrial School of Manchester. Then EPentecostal
Church bought the buildings in 1987, and it wasdus®their national
theological collegeil§id). The complex is how known as Regent’s
Theological College and has been acquired by ChufthGod
(Seventh Day)ibid). The Theological College is a substantial three-
storey brick building in the Arts and Crafts styd¢tached to which is
a chapel dating to 1924. Grove House (to the risag) three-storey
brick built Georgian building. All three buildingsontribute to the
Arts and Crafts movement and are of high architattand historic
interest, which is reflected in their inclusion @nlist of locally
important historic buildings.

Assessment  The buildings lie beyond the development area anitl mot be

directly affected by the development.
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Site Number 03

Site Name Field barn (site of)

HER Number -

Site Type Barn

Period Industrial (pre-1846)

NGR SJ 66216 52298

Source Willaston tithe map of 1846 (EDT 431/2); OS mapl8fi0o, OS map
of 1963

Description  An apparent field barn is shown parallel to Crewea® on the
Willaston tithe map of 1846. It is shown on the @8p of 1910, but
is absent from the map edition published in 196% Site of the barn
lies under the access road to the site from CrepaslR

Assessment  The site lies within the Scheme Area, although lauryed remains are
likely to have been destroyed during the constomcof the access
road. Development of the Scheme Area is likely aweha negligible
impact.

Site Number 04

Site Name Field barn (site of)

HER Number -

Site Type Barn

Period Industrial (pre-1846)

NGR SJ 66209 52290

Source Willaston tithe map of 1846 (EDT 431/2); OS mad8v7

Description  An apparent field barn is shown approximately pedieular to
Crewe Road on the Willaston tithe map of 1846s labsent from the
Ordnance Survey map of 1877.

Assessment  The site lies within the Scheme Area, although lauryed remains are

likely to have been destroyed during the constomcof the access
road to the site from Crewe Road. Development efScheme Area
is likely to have a negligible impact.
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5. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE REMAINS

5.1

5.1.1

5.2

5.2.1

5.2.2

5.2.3

INTRODUCTION

In total, only three sites of archaeological ingergSites01, 03, and04) have
been identified within the proposed Scheme Ared, @me additional known
site (Site 02) lies in the immediate environs (Fig 7). None dfet
archaeological sites within the proposed SchemeaAnave any legal
designation. The area encompasses one locallyl llstdding, which is the
complex of buildings forming Regent’s Theologicalliége (Site02).

Period No of sites Sites

Prehistoric 0 -

Roman 0 -

Medieval 0 -

Post-medieval 0 -

Industrial 4 Laurel Grove (Sit@l), Regent’s Theological
College (Sited2), field barn (Sited3), field barn (Site
04)

Unknown 0 -

Table 6: Number of sites by period

CRITERIA

Where sites do not possess a statutory design#t&in value as a heritage
asset has been determined with reference to thret8gcof State’s criteria for
assessing the national importance of monumentsprtsined in Annexe 1 of
the policy statement on scheduled monuments pradiogehe Department of
Culture, Media, and Sport (2010). These criteriateeto period, rarity,
documentation, group value, survival/condition, gflity/vulnerability,
diversity, and potential. The sites within the SuokeArea (Site91, 03, and
04) have been considered using the criteria, withrésalts below. Although
Site 01 relates the Laurel Grove farm complex, only a leingreenhouse,
which has now been demolished, lay within the Sehénea.

Period: it is considered likely that any buried archaeadabremains that
survive across the Scheme Area will pertain toltideistrial period. Although
remains of this period can be of considerable aclugical interest, most of
the identified heritage assets within the SchemeaASites01, 03, and04)
comprise peripheral agricultural structures andraxteparticularly significant.
Although Laurel Grove (Sit81) comprises a farmstead complex that includes
some buildings of interest, only a greenhouse e lwiscerned within the
Scheme Area from historic mapping.

Rarity: standing agricultural structures of similar datette identified heritage
assets (Site@1, 03, and04) are common in Cheshire. As the structures within
the Scheme Area have been demolished, they arsigraficant in terms of
rarity, as numerous similar demolished sites wiisktin the local area.
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5.24

5.2.5

5.2.6

5.2.7

5.2.8

5.29

5.3
53.1

Documentation: the historical development of the study area frtme
nineteenth century can be traced reasonably weath fcartographic sources
and the history of Laurel Grove (Si@l) could be enhanced by further
historical research. The former greenhouse assaciaith Laurel Grove that
lies within the Scheme Area was also associatet wie later Willaston
School (Site02) and it is possible that documentation relatingt$ouse in
these changing contexts might exist.

Group Value: the greenhouse within the Scheme Area that wasciassd
with Laurel Grove (Site01) was also associated with the later Willaston
School (Sited2).

Survival/Condition: all of the heritage assets within the Scheme Araze
been demolished. The buried foundations of a nemttecentury greenhouse
associated with Laurel Grove (Sid&) and may survive only as foundation-
level deposits.

Fragility/Vulnerability: any buried remains within the Scheme Area ardylike
to be fragile and vulnerable to development.

Diversity: the identified sites within the Scheme Area arediverse.

Potential: there is little potential within the Scheme Area foreviously

unidentified sites. The sub-surface remains of ittentified heritage assets
within the Scheme Area have little potential to pde further data of
archaeological interest.

SIGNIFICANCE

The archaeological sites identified whollyhitthe boundary of the Scheme
Area (SitesD3 and04) are considered to be of negligible importance.il§¥h
Laurel Grove (Site0l) as a complex is of Local/Borough importance, the
associated site of the demolished greenhouse i®rhestructural element
within the Scheme Area, and is of negligible impode.
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6. LIKELY IMPACT OF DEVELOPMENT

6.1 INTRODUCTION

6.1.1 Current planning policy guidance for the historitvieonment, embodied in
NPPF (DCLG 2012), advises that archaeological resare an irreplaceable
resource. It has been the intention of this stwdidéntify the archaeological
significance and potential of the study area, asskss the impact of proposed
development, thus allowing the policy stated in RRPCLG 2012) to be
enacted upon.

6.2 IMPACT

6.2.1 Buried remains: the extent of any previous disturbance to buried
archaeological levels is an important factor issassg the potential impact of
the proposed scheme of development. The strucwites the Scheme Area
(Sites 01, 03, and 04) have all been demolished and the areas that they
occupied have been landscaped in order to provadesa and open park land
associated with the buildings that were occupiedhsy Cog 7 Centre. The
footprint of the nineteenth-century greenhouse @ated with Laurel Grove
(Site 01), however, does not appear to have been subjednttasive
development associated with construction and, theresub-surface remains
of the buildings may potentially survive-situ. However, the significance of
any such remains is most likely to be negligibléie Tpotential for buried
remains of the former field barns (Sit@% and04) to survivein-situ are low,
and the impact of development is therefore likelp& low.

6.2.2 Built Heritage: the Scheme Area lies immediately adjacent to thading
Regent’s Theological College complex (38, known formerly as Willaston
School and St Joseph’s, and is a locally listedding. The precise details of
the development proposals are currently unknown,tbuavoid a negative
impact on this built heritage, design proposals magd to consider the
overall scale, density, massing, height, access landscaping of new
development to ensure compatibility with surrougdiildings.

6.3 IMPACT ASSESSMENT

6.3.1 Following on from the above considerations, thaificance of direct impacts
on the sites within the Scheme Area has been detednas neutral, based on
an assumption that there will be earth-moving woaksociated with the
development. Indirect impacts on the settings ahding buildings have not
been assessed, as detailed design proposals hayetrmeen produced. The
results are summarised in Table 6.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes © OA North November 2012



Cog 7 Centre, Crewe Road, Nantwich, Cheshire: Aeokagical Desk-based Assessment 27

Site Importance I mpact Significance of | mpact
Number
01 Negligible Moderate Neutral

(considering  only,

the associated

greenhouse that lay
within the Scheme

Area)
03 Negligible Moderate Neutral
04 Negligible Moderate Neutral

Table 6: Assessment of the impact significanceagh site within the Scheme Area during
development
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1

7.1.1

7.1.2

7.1.3

RECOMMENDATIONS

Current legislation draws a distinction betweenhaseological remains of
national importance and other remains considerdztof lesser significance.
Those perceived to be of national importance mguyire preservatiom-situ,
whilst those of lesser significance may undergsg@mneation by record, where
Regional/County or Local/Borough significance cademonstrated.

No buried archaeological sites have been identi#tiin the Scheme Area
that may be considered as being of national impogaand therefore merit
preservationin-situ, or of Regional/County or Local/Borough importance
which  would merit preservation by record. Thereforao further
archaeological investigations or mitigative works eecommended.

In terms of the built heritage, design proposalsdevelopment in the study
area may need to be informed by the architecturatacter and form of the
locally listed Regent’'s Theological College compl&tite 02). The design of
any new structures may be required to minimiseattexation to the setting of
these adjacent buildings. As advised in the Loaat bf Historic Buildings
Supplementary Guidance Document (Cheshire East clo@010), it is
recommended that design proposals should be destwggh a Conservation
Officer or Planning Officer before any applicatismmade.
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Willaston Tithe c1846
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Figure 3: Development boundary superimposed on the Ordnance Survey first edition 25":1 mile map,1877
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Figure 4: Development boundary superimposed on the Ordnance Survey second edition 25":1 mile map,1898
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Figure 5: Development boundary superimposed on the Ordnance Survey third edition 25":1 mile map,1910
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Figure 6: Development boundary superimposed on the Ordnance Survey 25":1 mile map,1963
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Figure 7: Plan of Gazetteer Sites
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