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New Block Extension at Willow Court North, Cranford House
School, Moulsford, Oxfordshire

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF REPORT
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Archagological Watehing Brief Report

SUMMARY

In March 2002 Oxford Archaeology (O4) carried out an archaeological
watching brief at Willow Court North, Cranford House School,
Moulsford, Oxfordshire (NGR SU 587 842). The work was commissioned
by Hudson Hives Partnership in advance of the construction of a
classroom  block  extension. The watching brief revealed no
archaeological features due to modern landscaping.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope of work

1.1.1 - In March 2002 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an archaeological watching
brief at Witlow Court North, Cranford House School, Moulsford, Oxfordshire (Fig.
1). The work was commissioned by Hudson Hives Partnership in respect of a
planning application for classroom block extension (Plamming Application No,
PO1/W0346/LB)

1.1.2 Aproject brief was agreed between the Oxfordshire County Archaeological Service
and Oxford Archaeology. OA prepared a Written Scheme of Tnvestigation detailing
how it would underfake a watching brief at the site.

1.2 Geology and topography

1.2.1  The site is located at the west of the village of Moulsford, about 0.5 km from the
Thames (NGR SU 587 842) at ¢ 40 m OD and is ¢ 0.1 ha in extent. The solid geology
in this part of Moulsford is the chalk of the Downs.

1.2.2  The site is situated at the base of the slope of the Downs and in the area between
Willow Court Road and the Willow Court North Buildings (Fig. 2). This area of grass
had been terraced, cutting into the natural chalk to give a flat area of approximately 18
x 60 m and had been landscaped with a low stone retaining wall and flower beds.

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1  The archaeological background to the watching brief was prepared for the WSI for the
project (OA, 2002) and is reproduced below.

1.3.2  The development site is in an area of archaeological potential. Prehistoric and
Roman finds are known in the south and west of the development area, and a Bronze
Age and Iron Age settlement is known immediately to the west of the development
area, where two gold torque’s were found. Finds from Moulsford itself include a
Mesolithic axe and Roman coins, and medieval and Romano-British pottery (Paul
Smith, County Archaeological Services, pers comm.).

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Lid. March 2002 TUSERVER IIMMUMFORDINOAUNWHREPOR ISiOxfordshire\MOCS.doe
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2 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1  Aims

2.1.1  To identify and record the presence/absence, extent, condition, quality and date of
archacological remains in the areas affected by the development.

2.1.2  To make available the results of the archacological investigation.

2

2.2  Methodology

2.2.1  The area of the development was reduced and levelled using a 360" machine. Two
new soakaways were aiso excavaied at the west end of the site (Fig. 2).

222 A site plan was compiled at a scale of 1:100. A general photographic record of the
work was made. Recording followed procedures detailed in the OAU Fieldwork
Manual (ed D Wilkinson, 1992).

3  RESULTS

3.1 Description of deposits

3.1.1  The excavation showed that the topsoil of light greyish brown silty clay loam (1} was
0.5 m thick on top of the slope, but that it had been reduced by terracing to be only
0.3 m thick. This overlay solid chalk natural. A ceramic land drain was observed
running across the terrace.

3.2  Tinds

3.2.1 No finds were recovered from the watching brief.

3.3  Palaeco-environmental remains

3.3.1 No environmental sample was taken during the watching brief.

4 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 No archaeological features or deposits were observed in the area of the new building
and in the soakaways during the excavation. It would appear that any archaeological
features that might have existed could have been removed during the excavation of

the terrace.

© Oxford Archacelogical Unit Lid. March 2002 DNSERVER\IM MUMFORDE QA UNbREPORTS\Oxfordshire\M QCS.doc



Oxford Archacology Willew Court North, Cranford School, Moulsford, Oxfordshire MOCS 02
Archacelogical Watching Brief Report

APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context | Type Depth Width | Height Conunents Finds
1 Layer 0.5-03m Topsoil None
2 Natural Natural chalk

APPENDIX2  BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES

0A 2002, Willow Court North, Cranford House School, Moulsford, Oxfordshirve Written
Scheme of Investigation

APPENDIX3  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Wiliow Court North, Cranford House School, Mouisford, Oxfordshire

Site code: MOCS 02

Grid reference: NGR SUT 587 842

Type of watching brief: Excavation and ground reduction for the construction of new block
extension.

Date and duration of project: Two site visits from the 25" - 26" March 2002.

Area of site: No archaeological features or deposits due to modern landscaping,

Summary of results: No archaeological features or deposits were observed.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due
course, under the following accession number:
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Figure 1: Site Location
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