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SUMMARY

In March 2002 Oxford Archaeologt (OA) crnt'ied oti un archaeological
watching brieJ at ll/illow Cotu.t North, Cranftrd House School,
Moulsford, O4fordshire (NGR SU 587 842), The worl¡ wcts commis,sioned

b, Htdson Hit¡es Parlnership i.n ad,tance of lhe construction of a.

clossroom block extension. The watclxing brief revealed no
archaeological .features due k¡ tnodern landscaping.

INTRoDUcTIoN

l l Location ond scope ofìryork

1.1.1 In March 2002 Oxford Archaeology (OA) canied out an archaeological watching
bdef at Willow Court Nodh, Cranford House School, Moulsford, Oxfordshire (Fig,
1), The work was commissioned by Hudson llives Partnership in respect ofa
planning application for classroom block extension (Plaruring Applioatìon No.
PO1,^)V0346/LB)

1 .1.2 A project brief was agreed between the Oxfordshire County Archaeological Se¡vice
and Oxford Archaeology. OA prepared a Wdtten Scheme oflnvestigation detailing
how it would uudeÍake a watching bricf at the site,

1.2 Geology arrd topography

1.2.1 The site is located at the west of the village of Mouìsford, about 0.5 km from the
Thames QIIGR SU 587 842) at c 40 m OD and is c 0.1 ha in extent. 'lhe solid geology
in this part of Moulsford is the chalk of the Downs.

1.2.2 The site is situated ât the base ofthe slope ofthe Downs and in the area between
Willow Court Road and tlie Willow Coufi North Buildhgs (Fig. 2). This area of grass

had been terraced, cutting into the natural chalk to gìve a flat area of approximately 18

x 60 m and had been landscaped with a low stone retaining wall and flower beds.

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The alchaeological background to the watching briefwas preparcd for the WSI for the
project (OA, 2002) and is reproduced below.

1.3.2 The development site is in an area of archaeological potential. Prehistoric and
Roman finds are known in the south and west ofthe development area, and a Bronze
Age and Iron Age settlement is kno',vn immediately to the west of the development
alea, where two gold toì'que's were found. Finds from Moulsford itselfinclude a

Mesolithic axe and Roman coins, and medieval ancl Romano-British pottcry (paul
Smith, County Archaeological Servtces, pers cotnnt.).

(c) Oxlbr(l Archaeologic¡l ljnit I-td. Mar.ch 2002 l¡tst¡t¡yt¡ltslLt¡'t.uuuÌoRDi\o/1u\\1'btìLpoll?s\o:ilantshírc\MOCS.t[oc
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2 PIIo.IECI'AIMSANI)MD].IIODOLOGY

2.1 ./rims

2.1.1 To iclenlíîy ancl r'ecord tJrc pI'esencc/abselce, extelìl, colìdi1io1l, quality ancl dale of

alchaeologioal lemaius in the alcas alïecLed by the clevelopnlcnt,

2.1.2 To tnake available thelesults of LIle alchaeological inveslìgrtion

2.2 Methodologv

2.2.1 -Ihe 
al-ca of the cleveloptleirt w¿ts t'educed ancl levollcd using a 360{) tnachine. Two

ne¡¡, soahal¡,ays wete also excavatcd a1 the u'esl elcl ofthe site (Fig. 2)

2.2.2 A site plal was compiled at a scalc o1' 1 :l 00 ,A genet'al pholograpiric tecord of the

wotk was made. Recolclilg f'ollou'cd pl ocedutes detailed in the OAU lrieldv'r.¡rl¡

tr4arunl (edD Wllkinson, 1992).

3 RESUI,TS

3.1 Dcscription of deposits

3. 1 .I T.hc cxcavatic¡t showed that fhe topsoil of light greyish bt oun silty clay Joam ( i ) was

0.5 rn thick oll top oftlìe slope, bu1 that it had beel reduced by tenacing to be only

0.3 m thiok, This oveday solid chalk natulal. A ceramic land draìn was observed

running across Lhe terrace.

3.2 Finds

3.2.1 No frnds were recoveled from the watching brief

3.3 Palaeo-cnvironmcntalremains

3.3,1 No environrnental sample was taken during thc watching brief.

4 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 No archaeological features or deposits were observed in the area ofthe new building

and in the soakaways duling the excavation. lt wouid appear thal any alchaeological

features that miglrt have existed could have L¡een removed during the excavation of

thc lerace.
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APPENDICtrS

APPENDIXl AIìCHAEOLOGICALCON'I'I'XTINVENTORY

APPENDIX 2 BIBLIoGRAPTIY AND RtrFERENcEs

OA2002,I[¡illoy, Cottrt North, Cranford Hrnse School, Moul,:ford, OxJòrdshi.re W riften
Scheme of Investigation

APPENDIX3 SUMMARY o¡,SITtr DETAILS

Site name: Wilior¡' Coult Norlh, Cranforcl House School, Moulsfold, Oxfoldshire
Site code: MOCS 02
Grid reference: NGR SU 587 842
Type ofwatching brief: Excavation and ground reduction for the construction ofnew blook
extension.
Date and duration of projcct: T\¡/o site visits fiom the 25'l' - 26tt'March2002.
Ärea of site: No alchaeological featules or deposits due to modem landscaping,
Summary of resr ts: No archaeological featr.rles ol deposìts were observed,
Location of archivc: Thc alchive is ourrently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 0ES, and wilì be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due
course, under the following accession number:

ConÍ¿xl Type Depth Witltlt Hcíght Contrnents Fitt¿ls

Layer 0.5-0,3 m Topsoil None

2 Naturâl Natural chalk
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Figurc 2: Ground Reduction and Location of Soakaways
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