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SALMESBURY TO HELMSHORE GAS PIPELINE 

ASSESSMENT OF THE POST-ROMAN POTTERY 

Introduction 

The programme of archaeological investigations undertaken as part of the Salmesbury 
to Helmshore gas pipeline project has produced a large assemblage of post-Roman 
pottery, the majority of which dates typologically from the 13th to 16th centuries. The 
bulk of the pottery was recovered from the excavated site to the west of Potter Lane, 
Cuerdale, Lancashire (NGR SD 3582 4287), although several smaller assemblages 
were also produced from other sites along the route of the pipeline. 

The paucity of medieval pottery produced from archaeological excavations in the 
North West has been highlighted in a review of medieval ceramic studies by English 
Heritage (Mellor 1994). Moreover, where significant groups of pottery have been 
discovered within the region, such as in Lancaster (White and Miller forthcoming), 
research into its supply is severely restricted by a lack of knowledge of production 
sites. The pottery recovered from the site near Potter Lane has a potential to redress 
this situation as the assemblage included numerous ‘wasters’, indicative of a pottery 
production site. 

The transition from the essentially crude medieval ceramic traditions to the finer 
wares of the post-medieval period is similarly under-represented in the archaeological 
record for Lancashire, and particularly in a rural context. The assemblage recovered 
from the Higher Hill Farm site has a potential to inform a greater understanding of 
this transition, as it included stratified groups of late medieval and early post-
medieval wares.  

Elements of the post-Roman pottery assemblage recovered during the course of the 
project are clearly of regional significance, and merit comprehensive analysis. This 
assessment provides a summary of the pottery assemblage and the potential for further 
detailed study.  

Methodology 

The assessment of the post-Roman pottery has been undertaken in accordance with 
MAP 2 (English Heritage 1991), using the guidelines provided by the Medieval 
Pottery Research Group (2001), and terminology developed by the Medieval Pottery 
Research Group (1998). All material has been examined and recorded by sherd 
numbers, weight, and minimum numbers of rims, handles, and bases to provide 
details of vessel form, and the information has been input into an Access database. 
Totals of intrusive and residual material have been quantified, and comments on the 
condition of the pottery have also been incorporated into the database. The pottery 
retrieved from the Potter Lane site (PLS 02) has been broadly grouped by fabric in 
order to assess the validity of a detailed examination of the stratified material with a 
view to creating a fabric and type series. The broad grouping of fabrics was 
undertaken with reference to the collections of medieval pottery from previous 
excavations within the region.  
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Quantifications 

A combined total of 9,978 fragments of pottery, weighing 168.637kg, was recovered 
during the course of the project. This comprised 9,014 fragments of medieval pottery 
and 964 fragments that were of a post-medieval date; the totals of pottery recovered 
from the various elements of the project are presented in Table 1. In addition, 996 
fragments (9.790kg), 88 fragments (2.587kg) and 14 fragments (0.466kg) of fired 
clay/kiln material was recovered from the sites near Potter Lane (PLS 02, SHP 01 
(RDX 0) and SHP 01 (RDX 01) respectively). All fragments were examined for the 
purposes of this assessment. 

Site Sherd 
Totals 

Weight 
(Kg) 

Medieval Pottery 
(Sherds) 

Post-medieval 
Pottery (Sherds) 

Potter Lane (PLS 02) 7291 115.280 7290 1 

SHP 01 (RDX 0) 948 14.989 906 42 

SHP 01 (RDX 1) 810 13.420 794 16 

SHP 01 (RDX 2) 12 0.079 1 11 

SHP 01 (RDX 4) 19 0.198 6 13 

SHP 01 (RDX 5) 40 0.755 0 40 

SHP 01 (RDX 6) 5 0.503 0 5 

SHP 01 (RDX 7) 13 0.143 0 13 

SHP 01 (RDX 12) 7 0.806 0 7 

SHP 01 (RDX 13) 57 2.588 0 57 

Tattershall Nook (RDX 3) 563 15.770 14 549 

Higher Hill Farm (RDX 9) 146 2.815 3 143 

Old Lyons (RDX 10) 13 0.251 0 13 

Top of Meadow (RDX 13) 54 1.040 0 54 

TOTALS 9978 168.637 9014 964 

Table 1: Quantification by sherd count of the post-Roman pottery 

In general terms, the pottery was in good condition and, despite the large number of 
small sherds, few were heavily abraded or rolled and the breaks were clean, 
suggesting little post-depositional disturbance. In some cases, this was corroborated 
by the recovery of closely-dateable groups with little, or no, intrusive material. The 
excavation at Higher Hill Farm in particular produced a group of stratified and 
closely-dateable pottery, seemingly focused on the mid-17th century with a notable 
paucity of later material. 
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The pottery and fired clay/kiln material recovered from the sites near Potter Lane was 
of particular interest, and represents a large assemblage that is undoubtedly of 
regional significance. As might be expected, the majority of the pottery fragments 
represented vessel body sherds, although a variety of diagnostic rims, handles, and 
bases were also retrieved; the relative proportions recovered from PLS 02 are depicted 
in Chart 1. 

Chart 1: Relative proportions of sherd types recovered from PLS 02 

Vessel Forms 

The variety of diagnostic sherds recovered from the Potter Lane sites provides 
evidence for a comparatively wide range of vessel forms. These included plain jars, 
often with everted and collared rims and indications of globular and rounded profiles. 
These vessels appear to be largely undecorated, although a small component bear a 
green lead glaze. A large number of jug fragments was also present within the 
assemblage, representing vessels of both slender and medium proportions. Amongst 
the jugs of slender proportions were fragments seemingly representing baluster, 
barrel-shaped and biconical profiles, whilst the medium proportioned jugs appeared to 
include globular and rounded profiles. Variants included a small number of cisterns, 
pipkins, possible tripod pitchers, and spouted pitchers. The majority of the spouts 
comprised simple pulled-lips, although a few applied bridge spouts were also present 
within the assemblage (a particularly good example was recovered from ditch fill 90). 
The majority of the bungholes applied to the cisterns had square profiles, and tended 
to be embellished with a stabbed decoration. Handles were largely of a loop type (ie 
attached to the vessel at both ends), and of either a rod or strap profile. Most of the 
handles were decorated; the strap handles characteristically had two parallel incised 
lines flanking a central incised wavy line along the length of the handle, and the rod 
handles frequently had two rows of diagonal stabbing.  

The shape of the jugs and jars bases was either flat or sagging, normally with an 
obtuse-angle. A small proportion displayed a series of thumb or finger impressions 
around the base edge as a continuous band.  
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Other vessel forms included a number of small, fine vessels, reminiscent of ointment 
jars, bowls, and at least one large dish/charger. In addition, numerous fragments of 
ceramic lids were recovered. 

Only a small proportion of the recovered sherds were decorated, excluding the use of 
glazes. The predominant form of decoration comprised incised lines, scored 
horizontally around the vessel body wall. A variant of this was regular stabbing, 
which produced circular holes. Similarly, a proportion of the sherds had been 
decorated with the use of a roller-stamp or roulette wheel to produce a continuous 
repeated impressed pattern. The design of the rouletted pattern was exclusively 
rectangular. Applied cordons also appear on numerous sherds. These comprise a strip 
of clay which had been indented by the use of a finger tip or thumb, and applied to the 
vessel wall, in either horizontal, diagonal or vertical strips. Similarly, several vessels 
had a regular thumb-impressed decoration immediately below the rim; a particularly 
good example was recovered from ditch fill 96. 

A glaze had been applied to approximately 20% of the recovered sherds. The glazes 
were predominantly a green lead glaze, although a small proportion of a yellow lead 
glaze was also noted.  

All vessels seem to have been wheel-turned. The range of forms, although 
comparatively wide, nevertheless appears to have been restricted to fairly utilitarian 
vessels. There was no evidence for more exotic forms, such as face jugs, puzzle jugs, 
aquamaniles, or for the use of anthropomorphic or zoomorphic decoration. As such, it 
may be suggested that the assemblage is typically that required to supply the needs of 
a rural community.  

The assemblage recovered from Higher Hill Farm contained some early post-
medieval types, including highly fired ‘purple’ coarsewares, Blackwares, and Yellow 
wares. The highly fired ‘purple’ coarsewares forms included a cylindrical jar, a round-
bodied cup, and part of a vessel reminiscent of a butter pot, used widely for 
transporting butter from farmer to consumer. The Blackware forms included a jar, at 
least two round-bodied cups and a larger vessel with at least one handle. The Yellow 
wares included a cup and a hollow ware vessel. The late post-medieval material 
within the Higher Hill Farm assemblage included a stoneware ink bottle, a press-
moulded dish, and an oval-shaped meat dish, bearing an under-glaze transfer-printed 
decoration (Asiatic Pheasants).  

The pottery recovered from the other sites included a restricted range of 18th and 19th 
century kitchen and table ware forms, dominated by dark-glazed earthenwares. Such 
forms are commonplace, and the material is unlikely to inform a greater 
understanding of the sites. 

‘Wasters’ 

In total, 267 sherds of pottery ‘wasters’ - fragments of vessels so badly distorted or 
damaged during firing that they cannot be used and are discarded, normally in the 
vicinity of a kiln - were recovered from the project, all of which were produced from 
the Potter Lane sites. Wasters were recovered from a total of 18 stratified contexts, 
with particular concentrations occurring in ditch fill 83 (18 sherds), ditch fill 90 (33 
sherds), layer 92 (25 sherds), ditch fill 99 (21 sherds), ditch fill 110 (26 sherds), and 
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ditch fill 112 (22 sherds). However, it should be noted that some caution has been 
applied to the designation of sherds as wasters, and only heavily-distorted fragments 
have been classified as such. It seems probable that a much larger number of 
fragments technically constitute wasters, but do not bear distinct physical evidence. 
Nevertheless, the number of definite waster sherds identified provides clear evidence 
for a pottery production centre. Supporting evidence is provided by the recovery of 
1,098 fragments (12.843kg) of fired clay/kiln material from the sites near Potter Lane. 

Fired Clay/Kiln Material 

The fragments of fired clay recovered from the Potter Lane sites were largely small 
and did not contain any diagnostic features. Amongst the few exceptions were several 
fragments recovered from ditch fills 83 and 110, which contained wattle impressions. 
Whilst it would seem probable that some of this material represented part of the kiln 
structure, the fragments were too small to furnish any information on the nature of the 
structure. Similarly, there was no firm evidence for any kiln furniture, such as props 
or floor tiles.  

Provenance 

The provenance of the ceramic material varies between the different sites investigated 
along the route of the pipeline: 

Potter Lane (PLS 02): the assemblage was recovered from a total of 39 contexts, the 
bulk of which was produced from stratified contexts. The condition of the pottery and 
the absence of post-medieval sherds suggests little disturbance during recent times, 
which is supported by the apparent paucity of intrusive material; only one sherd of 
post-medieval pottery was recovered from the site, and only a single sherd of 
medieval pottery was recovered from the provisionally phased prehistoric features 
(feature 52). A total of 1,720 sherds, representing 23.59% of the entire assemblage, 
however, was recovered from post-medieval contexts (01, 02, 03, 04, 07/21, and 12), 
indicating an element of disturbance, probably from plough action.  

Certain contexts produced large groups of pottery. In particular, Group 5 (as defined 
in the supplied database) deposits 90, 92, 96, 100, 104, 110, and 112 produced some 
large and interesting groups of pottery, representing a wide range of forms. These 
deposits also yielded concentrations of pottery wasters. 

SHP 01 (RDX 0): the entire assemblage was recovered from topsoil and cleaning 
horizons, and may thus be considered unstratified.  

SHP 01 (RDX 1): the bulk of the assemblage (64.07%) was recovered from stratified 
contexts, and the overall good condition of the pottery would indicate that the site has 
sustained little post-depositional disturbance. 

SHP 01 (RDX 2): this small assemblage was recovered from topsoil and cleaning 
horizons, and may thus be considered unstratified. 

SHP 01 (RDX 4): the entire assemblage was recovered from the topsoil horizon, and 
may thus be considered unstratified.  
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SHP 01 (RDX 5): the entire assemblage was recovered from the topsoil horizon, and 
comprised small and abraded sherds, indicative of post-depositional disturbance. 

SHP 01 (RDX 6): the bulk of this small assemblage (83.33%) was recovered from the 
topsoil horizon, and may thus be considered unstratified. The sherds were not 
particularly abraded, and are likely to have been deposited via mechanisms such as 
night soiling. 

SHP 01 (RDX 7): this small assemblage was recovered largely (84.62%) from the 
topsoil horizon, and may thus be considered unstratified. It too contained unabraded 
sherds, and is similarly considered to be the product of night soiling. 

SHP 01 (RDX 12): the entire assemblage was recovered from subsoil horizons, and is 
likely to represent a stratified, but numerically insignificant, group. 

SHP 01 (RDX 13): the majority of the assemblage (54.39%) was recovered from the 
topsoil horizon, and may thus be considered unstratified.  

Tattersall Nook: slightly over half of the assemblage (50.62%) was recovered from 
unstratified contexts (topsoil 01, cleaning layers 07 and 08), whilst the remainder of 
the group was produced from stratified contexts. Nevertheless, some features yielded 
abraded material with a broad date range, suggesting some post-depositional 
disturbance.  

Higher Hill Farm: a large proportion (60.27%) of the assemblage was recovered from 
topsoil 100, which should be considered unstratified. The remainder of the 
assemblage, however, was produced from stratified contexts, and formed some 
interesting groups. These contained a very low incidence of either residual or 
intrusive material, and comprised large and unabraded sherds indicative of little post-
depositional disturbance. Provisional dating of the pottery appears to support the site 
phasing, and suggests that the excavated structure was in use only for a short period.  

Old Lyons: the entire assemblage was recovered from a single, stratified feature. This 
small group comprised large and unabraded sherds, indicative of an undisturbed 
deposit.  

Top of Meadow: the majority of the assemblage (62.90%) was recovered from the 
topsoil horizon. Two stratified contexts yielded the remainder of the assemblage, 
although this appeared to contain intrusive material suggesting these deposits to have 
been disturbed.  

Conservation 

The assemblage of post-Roman pottery is appropriately packed for long-term storage 
and requires no particular conservation measures other than stable storage conditions. 
All the stratified material of medieval date should be retained. Discard of the 
unstratified material is not recommended, but if it is to be undertaken, vessels which 
are good examples of their fabric or type should be retained, and a record should be 
kept of all material discarded. 

In broad terms, the post-medieval material is of little archaeological significance, 
except that recovered from Higher Hill Farm. Again, this material does not require 
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any specific conservation measures other than stable storage conditions. A record 
should be kept of any material discarded. 

Comparative Material 

The scarcity of good assemblages of medieval pottery from excavations in the North 
West as a region has been highlighted both by McCarthy and Brooks (1988) and by 
English Heritage (Mellor 1994). The problem is exacerbated by a lack of knowledge 
of production centres; there are only two known sites within the modern county of 
Lancashire that are thought to have been in production during the 13th and 14th 
centuries, those on Docker Moor (Moorhouse 1911; Edwards 1967) and Ellel (White 
1993). In both cases, the actual kilns have not been identified, but their presence 
inferred from concentrations of fired clay and pottery wasters. Similarly, a kiln has 
not yet been identified in the Silverdale/Arnside area of North Lancashire, although 
this has long been recognised as a production centre established during the 15th 
century (White 2000). These sites, however, are both situated in the north of 
Lancashire, and there has hitherto been no evidence for the presence of medieval 
pottery kilns within Lancashire to the south of the river Ribble.  

The nearest known medieval pottery kilns to the south include the recently discovered 
site at Prescot, Merseyside (Edwards 2000), and four known sites in Cheshire: Ashton 
(Newstead 1934), Audlem (Webster and Dunning 1960), Eaton-by-Tarporley 
(Edwards 2000), and Brereton Park (Rutter 1983). Some similarities may be drawn 
between the ceramic forms produced at these centres and those excavated at Potter 
Lane, although the modes of decoration tend to be different. The jars recovered from 
the kiln site at Audlem, for instance, tended to be undecorated with globular profiles 
and everted rims (Webster and Dunning 1960, 113), reflecting the material from 
Potter Lane. The jug forms from Audlem, however, were sparsely decorated, with 
only one example bearing a rouletted decoration (ibid). In contrast, the pottery 
recovered from the kiln site at Ashton was frequently decorated by means of incised 
combing, applied rouletted strips, applied stamped pellets, and applied motifs 
(Newstead 1934). 

Dating 

Medieval Pottery: it has to be accepted that, as yet, medieval ceramics in the North 
West are not understood sufficiently to provide close dating of archaeological 
deposits, although broad dates may be ascribed typologically. This has been based 
largely on limited excavation work, particularly in Chester, Carlisle and Lancaster.  

In broad terms, and on stylistic evidence, a 13th century date may be suggested for the 
earliest material from the Potter Lane site. This includes hard and coarse fabrics, with 
numerous sub-angular to sub-rounded inclusions, conforming to a widespread ceramic 
tradition referred to as Northern Gritty wares. Gritty wares were the dominant type in 
circulation throughout the North until the mid-13th century (McCarthy and Brooks 
1992, 22), and were superseded by the finer and more decorative wares of the later 
13th and 14th centuries. Some of the decoration used on the excavated pottery, such 
as the applied cordons, are characteristic of the 14th century, whilst the slender 
proportions of some of the jug forms were widespread throughout the 14th century; 
good examples of this form were recovered from Group 5 ditch fills 82 and 104.  
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The volume of material recovered from Potter Lane, and its spatial distribution, 
suggests that the site remained in production for an extended period. This is supported 
by some of the forms present within the assemblage. Parallels for the bunghole 
cisterns recovered from Group 5 layer 38 and ditch fill 100, for instance, may be 
drawn from material excavated at Lymm, Cheshire, to which a date in the second half 
of the 15th century has been ascribed (Bearpark and Johnson 1976, 29). Similarly, the 
applied thumbed strip decoration immediately below the rim present on several of the 
sherds from Potter Lane closely resemble material from Lymm (ibid). This type of 
decoration was frequently applied to Silverdale-type wares, to which a 15th or 16th 
century date has been ascribed (White 2000). 

Post-Medieval Pottery: the early post-medieval ceramics are somewhat easier to 
provide a date for. The highly fired ‘purple’ coarsewares similar to those recovered 
from Higher Hill Farm represent the introduction of a major change in the technology, 
typology and cultural role of pottery in the region during the 16th century. These 
wares were produced in an improved type of multi-flued kiln, such as those found on 
several sites in Merseyside, the Midlands and West Yorkshire (Davey 1987, 127). 
Documentary evidence for potting in the Prescot area in the 16th century has 
suggested strongly that these wares were made in that town (ibid). There are no other 
centres within the region that are known to have produced the purple-type wares, 
hinting that the material recovered from Higher Hill Farm may have been produced at 
Prescot.  

Pottery production in the North West during the 17th century tends to be characterised 
by the brown or nearly black glazed red earthenware similar to the material recovered 
from Higher Hill Farm. Moreover, the absence of tin-glazed earthenware and Mottled 
ware vessels from the Higher Hill farm assemblage is conspicuous as these wares are 
found frequently in deposits of an early to mid-18th century date, suggesting the site 
was occupied between the late 16th and early 18th centuries. It is notable that the 
assemblage did not contain any fragments of Late Medieval Reduced Grey wares, 
which form part of a widespread northern ‘Reduced Greenware’ tradition, and are 
frequently recovered from sites of this date.  

The assemblage recovered from Tattersall Nook contained several fragments of 
mottled, or manganese speckled, ware: a buff-bodied earthenware covered with a 
streaked, mottled brown lead glaze. This fabric type was being produced in 
Staffordshire by the late 17th century, and appears to have had a flourit during the 
first half of the 18th century. It is conceivable that the mottled ware was manufactured 
at Prescot, Merseyside, where such wares were produced from the early 18th century 
(Davey 1987). Fragments of a tin-glazed earthenware plate/dish were also recovered 
from Tattersall Nook (from clay floor 44). This vessel may be a product of the 
Delftware industry in Liverpool, which was established by the early 18th century 
(ibid), or the production centre thought to have existed in Lancaster between 1754 and 
c1787. 

The pottery recovered from the other sites along the route of the pipeline was not 
securely stratified, and cannot provide anything other than a broad date range: 

SHP 01 (RDX 2): the small assemblage was recovered from topsoil and cleaning 
horizons, and may thus be considered unstratified. 



For the use of Northern Archaeological Associates   OA North: April 2004 

SHP 01 (RDX 4): the entire assemblage was recovered from the topsoil horizon, and 
may thus be considered unstratified. The group included sherds of a late medieval and 
19th century date. 

SHP 01 (RDX 5): the entire assemblage was recovered from the topsoil horizon, and 
may thus be considered unstratified. A 17th - 19th century date range may be ascribed 
to this group. 

SHP 01 (RDX 6): a late 18th - 20th century date range may be ascribed to this group. 

SHP 01 (RDX 7): an 18th - 19th century date may be ascribed to this group. 

SHP 01 (RDX 12): an 18th - 19th century date may be ascribed to this group. 

SHP 01 (RDX 13): a 17th - 19th century date range may be ascribed to this group. 

Tattersall Nook: the assemblage represents a period between the late medieval and 
19th century.  

Old Lyons: a mid- to late 19th century date may be ascribed to this group. 

Top of Meadow: a 17th - 19th century date range may be ascribed to this group. 

Potential for Further Work 

Potter Lane Sites (PLS 02, SHP 01 (RDX 0), SHP 01 (RDX 1)): the assessment of the 
medieval pottery recovered from the Potter Lane sites has indicated that there is 
considerable potential for further work. However, it is to be accepted that, as yet, 
medieval ceramics in the North West are not understood sufficiently to provide close 
dating of archaeological deposits, and therefore any further work would necessarily be 
focused on the assemblage per se; it would seem unlikely that the material could 
provide firm dating that could inform stratigraphic analysis, beyond a broad period 
determination. 

Some of the pottery fragments are large and unabraded, and represent substantial parts 
of individual vessels. This may potentially allow the partial reconstruction of 
numerous vessels, thereby providing detailed information of vessel forms and 
allowing comparison with material from other excavations in the region. 

The assemblage presents a very rare opportunity to study a major group of pottery 
recovered from an area that is desperately lacking information of medieval pottery 
production and supply. The study may also have the potential to advance knowledge 
of trading patterns on a wider scale, particularly across the Pennines and via the Irish 
Sea. 

SHP 01 (RDX 2): this small assemblage has no potential for further work. 

SHP 01 (RDX 4): this assemblage has no potential for further work. 

SHP 01 (RDX 5): this assemblage has no potential for further work. 

SHP 01 (RDX 6): this assemblage has no potential for further work. 
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SHP 01 (RDX 7): this assemblage has no potential for further work. 

SHP 01 (RDX 12): this assemblage has no potential for further work. 

SHP 01 (RDX 13): this assemblage has no potential for further work. 

Tattersall Nook: this assemblage comprises a fairly standard range of material, 
dominated by utilitarian dark-glazed earthenware with relatively small numbers of 
finer vessel types, such as Blackwares and Slipwares, and tin-glazed earthenware. It 
appears that the site, or the immediate vicinity, has been occupied since the 15th or 
early 16th century, although the majority of contexts that produced pottery would 
seem to be later than the mid-18th century. In summary, the assemblage offers little 
potential for further detailed analysis, although a note should be made of the late 
medieval fabrics. 

Old Lyons: this assemblage has no potential for further work. 

Top of Meadow: this assemblage appears to be focused upon the 18th century, with 
some earlier and later material. The range of fabrics and forms is consistent with a 
rural site of this date, and offers little potential for further analysis. 

Higher Hill Farm: this assemblage is of some interest archaeologically, and does 
merit further analysis and publication. Primarily, the assemblage provides a relatively 
closely-dateable group from an early post-medieval rural site, seemingly focused on 
the 17th century - the absence of tin-glazed earthenware and Mottled ware is 
conspicuous as these are frequently found in deposits of an early to mid-18th century 
date, and suggest that activity on the site has ceased by this time. Archaeological 
evidence for early post-medieval rural sites and their associated ceramic evidence, is 
notably lacking in the archaeological record for Lancashire. Furthermore, the 
occurrence of the oxidised medieval fabric in association with Blackwares offers the 
potential to inform an understanding of the transition from medieval to post-medieval 
ceramic traditions in the region; this transition is usually represented in the North 
West by a predominance of Late Medieval Reduced wares, which formed part of a 
widespread late medieval Northern Greenware tradition. 

Potential for New Research 

The paucity of medieval pottery assemblages in North West England, and especially 
those recovered from production centres, has been well-documented. The Potter Lane 
assemblages, which are both large and well stratified, therefore have considerable 
potential to provide new information. The size and range of the assemblages, 
moreover, is considerably larger than those recovered from other known production 
sites in the region, and presents an opportunity to create a comprehensive fabric and 
form series. Several of the groups recovered contain large fragments of single vessels, 
thus providing the full profiles of some vessel types. The location of this production 
centre, moreover, bridges a gap in current knowledge between the north and south of 
Lancashire. Furthermore, the results of detailed analysis may act as a benchmark for 
future studies within the region. 

A further problem with ceramic studies in the wider region is that many of the groups 
of medieval pottery retrieved from excavations cannot be considered as representative 
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of medieval pottery used in the North West as there is a marked bias towards the 
excavation of castle and abbey sites (Davey 1977, 7). The interventions at Potter 
Lane, however, have examined a production centre in a rural setting, and at some 
distance from high status sites. 

Thin section analysis of a sample of the pottery should also be undertaken for 
reference purposes. 
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Cost of Further Work 

Estimates are for the commencement before 01/07/04: 

• Code the stratified pottery   10 days 

• Scan the unstratifed pottery  1 day 

• Select material for illustration  1 day 

• Database manipulation   2 days 

• Analyse data    2 days 

• Comparison with other assemblages 5 days 

• Reconstruction of vessels   5 days 

• Draft report    7 days 

• Check drawings    0.5 day 

• Proofs     0.5 day 

• Editing     1 day 

Total      35 days 
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