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SUMMARY

Wyndham School in Egremont, Cumbria (NGR NY 0100 1095) is proposed to be
replaced by the West Lakes Academy. The existing school is located off the west side
of Main Street, and has a sports field to the west of the school buildings. The school
consists mainly of typical 1960s buildings, and an early twentieth century building,
which was the original school and is now used as a library. The project is at the pre-
planning stage and a desk-based assessment is therefore necessary to inform the
planning process and whether there is a requirement for any further archaeological
work prior to the submission of the planning application. Capita Symonds
commissioned Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) to undertake the work, which
was carried out in December 2008/January 2009.

The desk-based assessment comprised a search of both published and unpublished
records held by the Cumbria Historic Environment Record (HER) in Kendal, the
Cumbria Record Office in Carlisle, and the archives and library held at OA North. In
addition to this, a site visit was carried out in order to relate the landscape and
surroundings to the results of the desk-based assessment.

Thirty-seven sites have been identified within the study area, 25 of which (Sites 01-09,
13 and 22-36) were identified from the HER and the remaining 12 (Sites 10-12, 14-21
and 37) were identified during the map regression and desk-based research. Twelve
sites were Grade II Listed Buildings (Sites 13 and 22-32), and one site (Site 05) was a
Grade I Listed Building and a Scheduled Monument.

Whilst there is evidence in the wider area for prehistoric activity, the findspot of a
Roman coin (Site 02) in the locale of the proposed development area is the earliest
known site in the area.

Egremont Castle (Site 05), positioned to the south of the proposed development area,
was founded in c 1125 and documentary sources indicate that the settlement of
Egremont had its origins in the late twelfth century. In 1267 Egremont received a
royal market charter; the market subsequently serving the area between Workington
and Ravenglass. A survey carried out in 1334 recorded the castle with a plot called the
Applegarth, a dovecot, the park below the castle, fisheries, 194 acres of demesne land
and 47.5 acres of demesne meadow. Also listed were: 138 burgage plots; a number of
waste places, including eight unbuilt burgage plots; two mills, one for fulling and one
for corn; and two smithies. There appears to have been a decline in the town between
the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries. A survey carried out in 1578 recorded 101
burgage plots, as opposed to 138 recorded in the 1330s, and also at this time, the
castle was described as ‘almost ruined’.

The proposed development area was part of the medieval core of Egremont, which
was centred on Main Street, with burgage plots located on both sides of the street
(Site 09). The area occupied by the Wyndham School buildings, is within the area
identified as medieval tenements in the Extensive Urban Survey (EUS) carried out by
Cumbria County Council (CCC) in 2006. The entrance to the school, on the west side
of Main Street, overlies the medieval street frontage. Late nineteenth/early eighteenth
century buildings (Site 18) were demolished in this area in 1962-4 to make way for
the present school. These buildings were shown on the tithe map of 1842 and the
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Ordnance Survey (OS) first edition map of 1865 as located c 10m back from the
medieval street line. This may indicate that remnants of the earlier buildings, which
preceded these, may be preserved beneath the school entrance. This part of the
proposed development area is included in the Egremont Conservation Area, and is
identified in the EUS as an area of High Archaeological Importance. The remainder of
the area occupied by the school buildings is considered an area of Limited
Archaeological Importance.

The haematite once mined in the Egremont area is noted for its high iron content,
which is particularly suited to the production of pig iron, and for its conversion to
steel. This resource was exploited on a small scale from the Roman period onwards,
but from the eighteenth century onwards more substantial production took place. Late
nineteenth/early twentieth century mining within the study area is represented by
Falcon Pit (Site 14), Gillfoot No. 6 Pit (Site 03) and the Gillfoot branch railway (Site
16), which linked the pits to the main line to Whitehaven.

Thirteen of the gazetteer sites are located within the proposed development area (Sites
02, 09, 11-12, 14-21 and 37), six of which were identified as being potentially
impacted by the proposed development. These included possible below ground
remains of medieval buildings and features associated with burgage plots (Site 09),
post-medieval buildings (Sites 18-21), and the branch railway line and associated
buildings (Site 16).

Consequently, an archaeological evaluation targeting these areas was recommended.
Depending upon the results of the evaluation trenching, further mitigation may be
required. Where significant remains of archaeological interest that cannot be
preserved in situ are identified, archaeological excavation would be necessary, in
order to preserve the sites by record. In other areas a watching brief may be required
during ground disturbing activities. Archaeological mitigation should be agreed in
consultation with Cumbria County Council Historic Environment Service (CCCHES),
and carried out according to their brief.

The proposals for Site 12, the library building, have not yet been finalised, therefore
the impact of the proposed development on this site is unknown and any mitigation
would need to be discussed with CCCHES once plans for the building have been
agreed.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 Wyndham School in Egremont, Cumbria (NGR NY 0100 1095) is proposed to
be replaced by the West Lakes Academy. The existing school is located off the
west side of Main Street, and has a sports field to the west of the school
buildings. The school consists mainly of typical 1960s buildings, and an early
twentieth century building, which was the original school and is now used as a
library. The project is at the pre-planning stage and a desk-based assessment is
therefore necessary to inform the planning process and whether there is a
requirement for any further archaeological work prior to the submission of the
planning application. Capita Symonds commissioned Oxford Archaeology
North (OA North) to undertake the work, which was carried out in December
2008/January 2009.

1.1.2 The desk-based assessment comprised a search of both published and
unpublished records held by the Cumbria Historic Environment Record (HER)
in Kendal, the Cumbria Record Office in Carlisle and the archives and library
held at OA North. In addition to this, a site visit was carried out, in order to
relate the landscape and surroundings to the results of the desk-based
assessment. This report sets out the results of the desk-based assessment in the
form of a short document, outlining the findings, followed by a statement of
the archaeological potential and significance, and an assessment of the impact
of the proposed development. The significance criteria detailed in PPG 16
(DoE 1990) was employed during the assessment.

1.2 LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

1.2.1 The proposed development area is located in the centre of Egremont, Cumbria
(NGR NY 0100 1095; Fig 1). Egremont is in the eastern area of the West
Cumbria Coastal Plain, which is a pastoral landscape that fringes the upland
fells to the east (Countryside Commission 1998, 25). The school is situated off
the west side of Main Street, on fairly flat ground lying at approximately 50m
AOD (Ordnance Survey 2001). A sports ground is located to the west of the
school buildings.

1.2.2 The solid geology of the region comprises sedimentary rocks of the
Carboniferous Limestone Series (Tournaisian and Visean); Permian and
Triassic sandstones, including Bunter and Keuper; Permian basal breccias,
sandstones and mudstones; and Llanvirn and Arenig sediments. The overlying
drift geology comprises till and alluvium (BGS 2007).
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 PROJECT DESIGN

2.1.1 A project design (Appendix 1) was submitted by OA North in response to a
brief provided by the client based on advice from Cumbria County Council’s
Historic Environment Service (CCCHES). The project design was adhered to
in full, and the work was consistent with the relevant standards and procedures
of the Institute of Field Archaeologists, and generally accepted best practice.

2.2 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

2.2.1 The aim of the desk-based assessment is not only to give consideration to the
potential for archaeological remains on the development site, but also to put
the site into its archaeological and historical context. All statutory and non-
statutory sites within a 250m radius of the development site were identified
and collated into a gazetteer (Section 4) and their location plotted on Figure 2.
The principal sources of information consulted were historical and modern
maps of the study area, although published and unpublished secondary
sources were also reviewed. The study has focused on the proposed
development area, although information from the immediate environs has
been summarised in order to place the results of the assessment into context.
The results were considered using the Secretary of State’s criteria for the
scheduling of ancient monuments, outlined in Annex 4 of Planning Policy
Guidance 16: Archaeology and Planning (DoE 1990).

2.2.2 Cumbria Historic Environment Record (HER): the Historical Environment
Record (known formerly as the Sites and Monuments Record), maintained by
Cumbria County Council in Kendal, holds records of archaeological sites
within the county, and is held as both paper and digital information. A record,
including grid reference and description, was obtained for the various sites
within the defined area and for the immediate environs.

2.2.3 Cumbria County Record Office, Carlisle (CRO(C)): the County Record
Office in Carlisle was visited to consult historic maps of the study area,
including the tithe map and relevant Ordnance Survey (OS) maps. A search
was also made for any relevant historical documentation. Several secondary
sources and archaeological or historical journals were also consulted, and the
results of this have been incorporated into the historical background (Section
3).

2.2.4 Oxford Archaeology North: OA North has an extensive archive of secondary
sources relevant to the study area, as well as numerous unpublished client
reports on work carried out both as OA North and in its former guise of
Lancaster University Archaeological Unit (LUAU). These were consulted
where necessary.
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2.3 SITE VISIT

2.3.1 A visual inspection of the site was undertaken on Tuesday 16th December 2008
to relate the existing topography and land use with the results of the desk-based
assessment. The visit also allowed an understanding of areas of impact by the
proposed redevelopment, as well as areas of more recent disturbance that may
affect the potential for the survival of archaeological deposits.
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3. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 The following section presents a summary of the historical and archaeological
background of the general area. This is presented by historical period, and has
been compiled in order to place the study area into a wider archaeological
context.

Period Date Range

Palaeolithic 30,000 – 10,000 BC

Mesolithic 10,000 – 3,500 BC

Neolithic 3,500 – 2,200 BC

Bronze Age 2,200 – 700 BC

Iron Age 700 BC – AD 43

Romano-British AD 43 – AD 410

Early Medieval AD 410 – AD 1066

Late Medieval AD 1066 – AD 1540

Post-medieval AD 1540 – c1750

Industrial Period cAD1750 – 1901

Modern Post-1901

Table 1: Summary of British archaeological periods and date ranges

3.2 BACKGROUND

3.2.1 The Mesolithic Period: evidence for hunter-gatherer sites of the late-
Mesolithic period is well represented in the wider area with numerous sites
known along the coastal area between Haverigg and St Bees (Cherry and
Cherry 2002, 2–3). These sites mainly consist of find spots of worked stone,
with Irish Sea beach pebble flint, and small quantities of volcanic tuff pebbles,
being utilised as raw materials (ibid). The Mesolithic sites in this area tend to
be associated with contemporary coastal and estuarine areas, suggesting that
they were sited in order to exploit food and raw material resources
(Hodgkinson et al 2000, 69). Late Mesolithic sites from the eastern Cumbrian
uplands (Cherry and Cherry 2002, 4–5) demonstrate, however, that activity
was not restricted to the coastline.

3.2.2 The Neolithic and Bronze Age Periods:  there appears to have been a great
deal of continuity between the late-Mesolithic and early-Neolithic periods in
this area of western Cumbria, with typically Mesolithic tool types possibly
continuing in use until the end of the fourth millennium BC (op cit, 2–3).
However, as demonstrated by pollen evidence from western Cumbria, the
early Neolithic period was a time of great cultural change, with the adoption of
agriculture on a large-scale leading to extensive woodland clearance
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(Hodgkinson et al 2000, 68). The Neolithic period also saw the introduction of
monumental funerary and ritual architecture with some of the earliest stone
circles in Britain being constructed in Cumbria (Burl 2000, 109). Several stone
circles are known from the wider area including those at Blakely Raise and
Studfold, which may be early Bronze Age in date (ibid), as well as monuments
that have now been destroyed at Egremont le Wheles, Lamplugh, and Wilton
(Waterhouse 1985, 34). A stone circle (HER 1198) was located to the south-
east of the study area, however this monument is no longer extant, and its
exact location is not known (LUAU 1994). It is possible that this site may be
the same as the site of a tumulus and circle of ten large stones described by
Hutchinson in 1794 and known as ‘Ringing Stones’ (Read 1999, cited in CCC
2006, 4)

3.2.3 Ehenside Tarn, located approximately 4km to the south of the study area, has
proved to be one of the most abundant sites of Neolithic material in lowland
Cumbria (Hodgkinson et al 2000, 71), revealing wooden artefacts, pottery,
flint and stone implements, animal bones, and the remains of vegetation (ibid).
A wide spread of dates suggests activity in the Tarn locale from the late
Mesolithic to the Bronze Age, including the possible production of polished
stone axes, suggested by the presence of polissoirs in association with finished
axes and rough-outs (op cit, 73).

3.2.4 Upland marginal settlement in western Cumbria during the Bronze Age is
suggested by burial and clearance cairns (Hodgkinson et al 2000, 76;
Quartermaine and Leech forthcoming), and finds of stone tools from this
period, including barbed and tanged arrowheads and axe hammers, are also
known from the West Cumbrian Coastal Plain, although these tend to cluster
south of the study area, around the Beckermet and Seascale areas (Hodgkinson
et al 2000, 76).

3.2.5 The Iron Age Period: palaeoecological data from Ehenside Tarn has
tentatively been suggested to be indicative of continuous agriculture during the
Iron Age and Romano-British period. Both the uplands and lowlands of
Cumbria have produced evidence of enclosures that may date to the Iron Age,
however, a lack of identifiable material culture has made assigning these sites
firmly to the Iron Age difficult (Hodgson and Brennand 2006, 52). Intensive
aerial survey has revealed extensive settlement remains across the Solway
plain, north of the study area (Bewley 1994), and large field systems and
agriculturally improved areas have been identified in the uplands of the Lake
District (Quartermaine and Leech forthcoming).

3.3 THE HISTORIC PERIOD

3.3.1 The Romano-British Period: the forts at Ravenglass, to the south, and at
Moresby, to the north, are the closest Cumbrian forts to the study area (Shotter
1993, 44). Although there are no Roman roads recorded running between these
two forts, a road ran southwards from Papcastle to the River Ehen near
Egremont (ibid) and may have continued as far as Ravenglass (Margary 1973,
395–6). A Roman road is also thought to be located at St Thomas’s Cross,
south-east of Egremont; possibly part of a road running from Thornhill, to
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Blackbeck and on to Calder (HER 1210; HER 1255). A coin hoard was found
at Braystones, south of the study area near to the River Ehen, and finds of
Romano-British pottery have been found at Eskmeals further south again
(Bellhouse 1989, 61–3). The findspot of a Roman coin of Antoninus Pius
(138-161 AD) is located within the study area (Site 02), although the exact
location and circumstances of the find are not known.

3.3.2 The Early Medieval Period: due to a lack of archaeological evidence from
this period it is necessary to rely heavily upon fragmentary historical
documents and place-name evidence (Rollinson 1996, 33). Cumbria was
probably part of the British kingdom of Rheged, which was eclipsed by the
more powerful northern kingdom of Strathclyde (op cit, 34). In the seventh
century, Strathclyde was subsequently subsumed within the Anglo-Saxon
Kingdom of Northumbria (ibid) and, from the late eighth century, the decline
of Northumbria left a power vacuum in the north-west that was further
destabilised by pressure from Scandinavian and Hiberno-Norse groups
(Newman 2006, 91–3).

3.3.3 Environmental evidence from Ehenside Tarn shows that there were intense
episodes of clearance following the Romano-British period (Hodgkinson et al
2000, 78). Sculpture, in the form of stone crosses and hogback tombs, also
attests to activity in this area predating the Norman Conquest. Most of the
Cumbrian examples, including the cross and hogback tombs from Gosforth to
the south of the study area, represent Scandinavian craftsmanship (Newman
2006, 102–3) as does the cross from St Bees (Hodgkinson et al 2000, 78).

3.3.4 The place-name Egremont first appears during the Norman period, derived
from the Latin acri mons or the French aigre mont, meaning ‘sharp–pointed
hill’ or alternatively ‘hill beside the [river] Ehen’, since the Latin for Ehen in
the Register of St Bees is Egre (Armstrong et al 1971, cited in CCC 2006).

3.3.5 The Medieval Period: although much of England became part of the Kingdom
of William I in 1066, Cumberland did not come under Norman rule until 1092
(Newman 2006, 93). The Barony of Egremont, within which the study area is
located, was one of three estates which formed the Forest of Copeland, which
was established sometime after 1120 (Todd 1995). The name Copeland is
possibly derived from the Norse kaupa-land meaning 'bought land'
(Winchester 1987). This, plus the evidence for Norse settlement in the coastal
strip, could imply that the area was sold by an existing Anglian ruler to an
incoming Norse chief. The settlement pattern at this time indicates an initial
development of permanent settlement along the coastal strip, with the inland
valleys and uplands being used for summer grazing. During the tenth to
twelfth centuries more permanent colonisation and settlement of the inland
areas then developed, perhaps on the sites of the former sheilings (ibid).

3.3.6 The early history of Copeland is not clearly understood, but in the first quarter
of the twelfth century, Henry I placed William Meschin as the overlord of
Copeland (Fair 1937). William Meschin founded a chapel in Egremont in
1122 (located on the same site as the nineteenth century church of St Mary and
St Michael (Site 31)), and Egremont Castle (Site 05) in c 1125 (CCC 2006).
William died in c 1131, and following the death of his unmarried son, Ranulf,
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his lands were divided between two heiresses Avice and Alicia. The Barony of
Egremont went to Alicia, who was married to William FitzDuncan of Scotland
(Fair 1937). In 1138, the castle came under attack by the Scots (ibid); in the
eleventh and twelfth centuries Cumbria had been directly affected by the
growing unity of a Scottish kingdom (Newman 2006, 93) and cross-border
conflict had made the north of England relatively unstable with constant
rebellions against the new rulership (Rollinson 1996, 43-4).

3.3.7 The early twelfth century also saw the foundation of the priory of St Bees
(Wilson 1905, 179). This was a particularly wealthy monastic house (ibid,
180), including an iron mine in its holdings (Rollinson 1996, 113), and was
founded in an area with a strong ecclesiastic tradition, as attested by the St
Bees cross and the St Begas Holy Well (ibid).

3.3.8 A grant of land and privileges to a community of burgesses by Richard de
Lucy, the Lord of the Barony of Copeland in c 1200 indicates that the urban
settlement of Egremont had its origins in the late twelfth century (Winchester
1979). The grant details the agricultural rights of the burgesses, and the duties
they were to carry out in return. The charter also states ‘if a burgess shall not
build his burgage within the time allotted to him, namely within a year, he
shall forfeit to the Lord 12d’. This, therefore, strongly implies that the town
was being developed at this time (ibid). This grant also mentions ‘the assize of
dyers, weavers and fullers’, indicating that these industries were taking place
by the late twelfth/early thirteenth century. In 1267, Egremont received a royal
market charter; the market subsequently serving the area between Workington
and Ravenglass (ibid). An early, possibly thirteenth century, market cross (Site
08) was discovered in 1922, and now stands within the castle grounds.

3.3.9 Further conflict characterised the following centuries with several rebellions
and feuds in Cumbria, as well as raids from Scotland, such as the serious
attacks led by Robert the Bruce in the first half of the fourteenth century
(Rollinson 1996, 50), which included a 1315 assault on Egremont Castle
(Turnbull and Walsh 1994, 79). Outbreaks of the plague also devastated vast
areas during this period (Rollinson 1996, 50).

3.3.10 John de Multon held the Barony of Egremont from 1322 until his death in
1334 when the area was divided between his three sisters, and the rents from
the burgesses in Egremont were also divided by three (Winchester 1979). A
survey carried out in Egremont in 1334, recorded the castle with a plot called
the Applegarth, a dovecot, the park below the castle, fisheries, 194 acres of
demesne land and 47.5 acres of demesne meadow. Also listed were: 138
burgage plots; a number of waste places, including eight unbuilt burgage plots;
two mills, one for fulling and one for corn; and two smithies (Curwen 1913;
Winchester 1979). An annual fair was held as well as the weekly market. The
towns industries seem to have been predominantly associated with the
processing of local animal products at this time (Winchester 1979).

3.3.11 From the fifteenth century, truces brought about relative stability in the area,
although the Dissolution of the Monasteries caused serious social and
economic damage to the north of England (Rollinson 1996, 55-60). By 1578,
two-thirds of Egremont had passed to the Percy family, the Earls of
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Northumberland (Liddell 1966). The Percy Survey of the Copeland Forest was
ordered by the then Earl of Northumberland in 1578 (ibid). The survey
recorded 101 burgage plots in Egremont, as opposed to 138 recorded in the
1330s. This, plus the description of the castle in 1578 as ‘almost ruined’,
suggests that there was a decline in the town between the fourteenth and
sixteenth centuries (Curwen 1913).

3.3.12 Of the 101 burgage plots listed in the Percy Survey, 26 are listed as located
‘Begininge at Herered lane and going North alonge the rowe’. Winchester has
located this area as being on the west side of Main Street, with ‘Herered Lane’
possibly being St Bridget’s Lane (Winchester 1979). It is clear then that the
area on the west side of Main Street, which extends into the proposed
development area, would have been one of the core areas of medieval burgage
plots.

3.3.13 The Percy Survey indicates that the medieval town extended to the west of the
castle in the area of Hagget End, at the southern extent of the study area, and
in the north part of the study area at Town Head (ibid). In addition, there are
seventeenth century references to burgage plots to the west of the town (ibid).
Winchester (1979) suggests that by the nineteenth century the town was
reduced in size from its greatest extent seen during the medieval period. The
medieval core of Egremont (Site 09) is protected as a Conservation Area,
which includes the entrance to Wyndham School, on the west side of Main
Street.

3.3.14 The Post-medieval Period: the Lowther family held extensive estates across
Cumberland and Westmorland, and, consequently, had an enormous influence
on the development of the region during the seventeenth century, particularly
in the Whitehaven area, where one of their two main estates (the other being
Lowther) was located (Collier 1991, 26-7). The fishing harbour at Whitehaven
was established by Sir Christopher Lowther as a trade port, initially for the
export of salt to Ireland and later for coal. Coal bound for Ireland was the main
regional export, however, the main import was Virginian tobacco and this
meant that it was difficult to find return cargoes. Sir John, the son of Sir
Christopher Lowther, therefore attempted to stimulate the linen, wool, and
tannery industries in the local area in order to produce more exportable goods
for the American market (ibid).

3.3.15 Industry continued to be the dominating social and economic factor of the
wider area during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The massive
expansion in mining led to new transport routes being created, in particular the
railways. The Whitehaven and Furness Junction Railway (Site 35), was
completed in 1850 (Furness Railway Trust 2003) and most of the main lines
had been established by the mid-nineteenth century, principally for the
transport of coal and iron. The haematite in the Egremont area is noted for its
high iron content, which is particularly suited to the production of pig iron and
for its conversion to steel. This resource was exploited on a small scale from
the Roman period onwards, but from the eighteenth century onwards more
substantial production took place (Lancaster and Wattleworth 1977). In the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries there were various mines around
Egremont, including: Helder Pit (HER 14869) an ironstone mine to the west of
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the study area; a mine near High Mill, at the eastern extent of the study area;
and a mine behind the Cat Inn at 25 Main Street (Read 1999). Within the study
area are mines at Falcon Pit (Site 14) and Gillfoot No. 6 Pit (Site 03), which
were both worked by the Wyndham Mining Company
(http://www.dmm.org.uk/lom/1914_206.htm). The Gillfoot Branch Railway
(Site 16), the southern terminus of which was at Falcon Pit, connected the pits
to the main line railway (Site 35) and on to Whitehaven.

3.3.16 The Ordnance Survey (OS) first edition maps of 1865 show seven water mills
on the banks of the River Ehen in the Egremont area (Winchester 1979). High
Mill (Site 01) is located at the east extent of the study area, this flax mill and
several of the other mills in this area were associated with the mill race, Site
04, on the River Ehen (LUAU 1994).  Several tanneries, including Site 06
Bookwell Tannery, were located in the town in the nineteenth century.

3.3.17 Grade II Listed buildings within the study area include: the Church of St Mary
and St Michael (Site 31) and the church gateway (Site 32); a number of houses
on Main Street and Market Street (Sites 23-28 and 30); the Town Hall (Site
13); a drinking fountain and trough (Site 22); and a war memorial (Site 29).
Also within the study area are the sites of the Old Castle Cinema (Site 07), and
a gas works (Site 36).

3.3.18 Wyndham School: the construction of the school in 1962-4 saw the
demolition of buildings located at the front of the burgage plots on the west
side of Main Street, in the area of the school entrance (Winchester 1979).
These buildings (Site 18) are shown on the tithe map (Figs 5 and 6) and OS
first edition (Figs 7 and 8), and appear to have been set back approximately
10m from the building line fronting Main Street (ibid). Winchester suggests
that these buildings represent late eighteenth/early nineteenth rebuilding
within the burgage plots, and therefore the remains of earlier buildings, located
further forward on the street frontage, may be preserved. A sculpture of a
wheel at the top of a pit (Site 15) is located in the entrance to the school, as a
reminder of the mining history of the area.

3.4 MAP REGRESSION ANALYSIS

3.4.1 Introduction: several cartographic sources were examined at the Cumbria
Record Office in Carlisle, together with some at OA North’s office.

3.4.2 Hodkinson and Donald’s map of Cumberland, 1774 (Fig 3): Egremont is
depicted as a fairly large settlement by the time of this mapping, with
buildings on both sides of Main Street, and further buildings on side streets to
both the east and west of Main Street. The castle is marked to the south of the
town, and mills are depicted on the River Ehen to the south, east and north-
east of Egremont.

3.4.3 Greenwood’s map of Cumberland, 1822 (Fig 4): this mapping is slightly
more detailed than the 1774 map, and shows additional side streets in
Egremont. It is clear from both the 1774 and 1822 maps that the eastern side
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of the proposed development area, off Main Street, was developed by this
time.

3.4.4 Egremont township tithe, 1842 (Figs 5 and 6): the tithe mapping for
Egremont, from 1842, includes both the township tithe, and a more detailed
map for Egremont itself. The east side of the proposed development area is
divided into linear burgage plots fronting the west side of Main Street, and the
land behind these (to the west) is divided into larger, more irregular shaped
fields. A number of different owners and occupiers are listed for these pieces
of land and, where the uses of the land are given, they are stated as pasture,
arable and meadow, indicating a wide variety of use. The majority of the fields
within the proposed development area do not have a name beyond ‘croft’ or
‘meadow’. Of the fields that are named on the township map (Fig 5), Field 283
is named ‘Townhead Croft’; Field 280 is named ‘Brewery Croft’; Field 284 is
‘Skin Yard Meadow’; and Fields 322 and 321 are named ‘Miller Croft’. Of
particular interest are Brewery Croft (Site 20), indicating a brewery in this
area, and Skin Yard Meadow (Site 37), the name implying the association of
this field with an industry such as tanning.

3.4.5 A burgage property named Stoney Garth in 1784 and Stoney House Garth in
1786 (CRO D/Lec/317/Abstract No. 85 cited in Winchester 1979), is also
marked on the tithe, to the south of the proposed development area (Field 273;
Site 10). This may have been the site of an early ‘stone house’, a term
associated with bastle houses in the early seventeenth century, in North East
Cumberland (Winchester 1979).

3.4.6 The more detailed tithe map of Egremont (Fig 6) shows the layout of the
buildings on the west side of Main Street, within the proposed development
area (Site 18). This shows that although the majority of Main Street was
fronted by buildings on both sides of the street at this time, there is a burgage
plot within the proposed development area, within which the buildings are set
back from the road. This plot was not numbered on the township tithe,
however on the more detailed map it is clear that there are four buildings
fronting, but set back from, Main Street, with a fifth building to the rear. The
tithe award lists these buildings as houses, and associated outhouses and yards
are also listed. The squarish plots depicted as filling the remainder of this
burgage plot to the west of these houses are all listed as gardens belonging to
the houses.

3.4.7 Ordnance Survey 25” to 1 mile map, 1865 (Fig 7) and Ordnance Survey 6”
to 1 mile map, 1867 (Fig 8): this mapping is very similar to the tithe mapping,
with the same layout of burgage plots and fields behind them. There appear to
have been some minor changes to the layout of the buildings within the
proposed development area (Site 18) by the time of this mapping, although the
basic arrangement of the group set back from Main Street remains the same.
The brewery (Site 20) is now labelled as such.

3.4.8 Ordnance Survey 25” to 1 mile map, 1899 (Fig 9) and Ordnance Survey 6”
to 1 mile map, 1900 (Fig 10): the most significant changes to the proposed
development area by the time of this mapping are the additions of Falcon Pit
(Site 14) and the associated Gillfoot Branch Railway (Site 16) to its immediate
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north. A number of buildings are located in the vicinity of Falcon Pit, on either
side of the railway line, which terminates in this area. Further south are two
additional developments: two rectangular buildings labelled ‘Public Slaughter
Houses’ (Site 19) and a square building labelled ‘Auction Mart’ (Site 21). The
brewery building (Site 20) is still extant, but is not labelled.

3.4.9 Ordnance Survey 6” to 1 mile map, 1926 (Fig 11): the Gillfoot Branch
Railway (Site 16) is no longer extant by the time of this mapping. However,
two buildings, which were located on the east side of the railway, remain. The
area of Falcon Pit (Site 14) is depicted, but the pit itself is not labelled. To the
south of this, a school (Site 12) is now depicted comprising three buildings. A
new building is also shown to the east of the Auction Mart building (Site 21).
Some changes have clearly taken place along Main Street, as there is now a
gap in the row of buildings fronting the west side of the street in the vicinity of
the proposed development area, presumably to allow access to the new school.

3.4.10 Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map, 1969 (Hulett 2008): by the time of this
mapping, Wyndham School as it is today has been constructed. The entrance
to the school from Main Street has been widened, with further buildings on the
south side of the entrance having been removed. The public slaughter houses
(Site 19), brewery (Site 20), and auction mart (Site 21) have all been replaced
by the school buildings, and there is no evidence for the pit and railway, which
have been replaced by a car park. To the immediate north of the proposed
development area a housing estate has been constructed.

3.5 SITE VISIT

3.5.1 A visual inspection of the site was undertaken on Tuesday 16th December
2008 (Plates 1-13). The site of Falcon Pit (Site 14) was being consolidated and
infilled at the time of the visit (Plate 4), due to subsidence of this and other pits
in Egremont. Any above ground sites within the proposed development area
were photographed as part of the site visit. These included the mature trees,
which appear to correspond with former boundaries shown on the tithe (Sites
11 and 17; Plates 7 and 9-11), the library (Site 12; Plates 5-8) and the
sculpture at the school entrance (Site 15; Plate 9). No additional sites were
added to the gazetteer as a result of the site visit.

3.6 CONSERVATION AREAS

3.6.1 The Conservation Area in Egremont is centred on Main Street, extending from
the Castle, northwards as far as the junction between Main Street and North
Road to the north-east of Wyndham School (Fig 2). The Conservation Area
comprises plots on both the east and west side of Main Street, and includes the
entrance to Wyndham School, which overlies the medieval street frontage.

3.7 PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK

3.7.1 Both the HER and the OA North library and archives were consulted for
records of previous archaeological work in Egremont.
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3.7.2 An archaeological evaluation was carried out in 1992 at Gulley Flatts (NGR
NY 00717 10336) near Hagget End to the south of the present study area
(LUAU 1993). Two possible building platforms were identified during this
work, which were interpreted as being either outbuildings associated with
medieval burgage plots, or peripheral buildings to the town, such as part of a
rural farmstead (ibid).

3.7.3 An excavation was carried out at nos. 6-10 Main Street in 1983, to the east of
the study area (Newman 1988). The excavation found remains of buildings,
which were thought to be those shown on the tithe map of 1842. The buildings
were constructed on a bank of natural gravel, with shallow foundations. There
was little conclusive evidence of pre-nineteenth century occupation of this
area, although it was suggested that the nineteenth century buildings may have
destroyed the evidence for any earlier structures (ibid).

3.7.4 Work was undertaken at Egremont Castle in 1991, which established that there
had been much disturbance within the bailey and on the surface of the motte in
the nineteenth century (Turnbull and Walsh 1994). In 1997, Lancaster
University Archaeological Unit (LUAU) undertook a programme of
archaeological survey, fabric reconsolidation, landscaping, and interpretation
at the Castle (LUAU 1997). In 2000, Carlisle Archaeology Ltd undertook a
watching brief during demolition of a possible section of castle perimeter wall
(CCC 2006; HER 4/00/257). In 2002, OA North undertook an archaeological
building investigation of the castle, collating and analysing the data within the
site archive to produce an account of the castle's fabric and history, together
with a phase plan (OA North 2002). This involved no new fieldwork or
research, but built on the work carried out by LUAU in 1997.

3.7.5 In 2004, OA North undertook a watching brief during the excavation of test
pits in relation to improvements to an existing sewer. The test pits were
excavated immediately to the east of Egremont Castle, within an area of
considerable archaeological potential. The watching brief did not locate any
archaeologically significant deposits or features. All deposits observed were
associated with the existing services located within the test pits. A substantial
amount of post-medieval pottery was recovered, suggesting that the
installation of the existing services may have truncated archaeologically
significant deposits (OA North 2004).

3.7.6 In 2004, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd undertook a watching brief during
the excavation of foundations for a flagpole on the castle motte, within the
Scheduled area. No archaeological features were observed, and the deposits of
building rubble and slate that were recorded suggested that a high level of
disturbance had previously taken place (CCC 2006; HER 4/04/1322).

3.7.7 In 1922, the old tannery at Brookwell (Site 06) was demolished to make way
for the Castle Cinema (Site 07). This revealed substantial wall footings, which
showed that the castle walls originally extended further north than the park
land which contains the castle ruins (Winchester 1979). It has been suggested
that this may have originally been part of the town gate from the castle (Caine
1923, cited in CCC 2006). In 2003, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd
undertook a desk-based assessment and evaluation of the former eighteenth
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century tannery site, and disused cinema. A cobbled path and pit of unknown
date were identified to the west of the cinema, and material from the former
tannery building was also found (CCC 2006; HER 4/03/1120).

3.7.8 In 2001, On Site Archaeology undertook a watching brief during groundworks
for the construction of an extension to the existing Co-op Supermarket within
a car park to the north of the Co-op building. The work revealed probable
medieval ditches and postholes/pits. A layer containing abundant dressed
sandstone blocks, mortar and slate was also identified and interpreted as
relating to the demolition of the former Sunday school that was constructed on
the site in 1877 (CCC 2006; HER 4/02/358).



West Lakes Academy, Wyndham School, Egremont, Cumbria: Archaeological Desk-based Assessment 21

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: January 2009

4. GAZETTEER OF SITES

Site number 01
Site name High Mill
NGR 301300 511070
HER No 12337
Stat. Designation -
Site type Mill and Mill Race
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description This mill is first shown on Hodkinson and Donald’s map of Cumberland, 1774 (Fig

3). It was built as the result of a petition by a John Bragg for a fulling mill site in c
1760. A plan accompanying this petition marks a place ‘where there is some remains
of an old race’, thus indicating that an earlier mill may have been located in the area
of High Mill (Winchester 1979). It was a Flax Mill by the time of the OS first edition
map. Now most of the building is demolished, but some of the building, or a new
building, is roofed. It was serviced by a Mill Race (HER 12338; Site 04). The
building was still standing in 1924, and was partly leased to the British Legion. It was
used by Gibson, Son, & Co linen thread manufacturers 1847. In 1829 it was used by
Johnathan Head, paper manufacturer.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 02
Site name Roman coin find
NGR 301000 511000
HER No 4620
Stat. Designation -
Site type Findspot
Period Roman
Sources HER
Description The findspot of a Roman coin of Antoninus Pius (138-161 AD) - the exact location of

this find is not known
Assessment The site will not be impacted by the proposed development.

Site number 03
Site name Gillfoot Park No.6 Pit, Egremont
NGR 300800 511080
HER No 14875
Stat. Designation -
Site type Old Coal Shaft
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description Site of Smithfield Old Coal Shaft. This was at the end of the Gillfoot Branch Railway

(HER 12741; Site 16) that served Gillfoot Park No.1 Pit (HER 14816). Falcon Pit
(Site 14) is located to the south-west of Smithfield Old Coal Shaft.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 04
Site name High Mill Race
NGR 301330 510940
HER No 12338
Stat. Designation -
Site type Mill Race
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Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description A Mill Race running between High Mill (Site 01; HER 12337) and Bleach Green

[HER 12875]. It also serviced the Gas Works (HER Site 36; 12336), a Flint Mill
(HER 12335), and a Corn Mill (HER 12334). It is shown on a 1924 map of a
property conveyance for Wyndham Mining Co.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 05
Site name Egremont Castle
NGR 300980 510490
HER No 3051; 21477
Stat. Designation Scheduled Monument 34977; Grade I Listed Building (76123).
Site type Castle
Period Medieval
Sources HER
Description Mid-twelfth century castle, with later additions and alterations. The first castle was

established by William de Meschines in c 1120; the west wall and gatehouse are the
earliest surviving work (mid-twelfth century). Sandstone blocks on chamfered plinth;
west wall incorporates extensive sections of herringbone masonry and retains some
embrasures. Keep, to north end of mound, with courtyard; all ruinous. West gateway
has round-headed entrance arch; internally, a column in each corner carries remains
of domical rib-vault. South wall of keep rebuilt mid-thirteenth century; doorway on
left retains portcullis and draw-bar slots.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 06
Site name Bookwell Tannery
NGR 300949 510552
HER No 12341
Stat. Designation -
Site type Tannery
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description Bookwell Tannery was built by Thomas Nicholson in 1720, and closed in 1911. It

was demolished to make way for the Castle Cinema (Site 07). In May 1922, during
the demolition of the old tannery on Bookwell Road, `old stonework' was recovered
which had been re-used as part of the tannery, but may have originally been part of
the original town gate projecting from the castle. An evaluation carried out by North
Pennines Archaeology Ltd in 2003, in advance of redevelopment found a cobbled
path and pit of unknown date to the west of the cinema, and material from a
demolished tannery building in one of the former shops fronting Bookwell Road.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 07
Site name Old Castle Cinema, Bookwell Road
NGR 300959 510571
HER No 40427
Stat. Designation -
Site type Cinema
Period Modern
Sources HER
Description Former cinema and later snooker hall on the site of a seventeenth century tannery

(HER 12341; Site 06). The Old Castle Cinema was a large building, fronted with
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shops, built in the late 1920s and opened in 1928 by the Egremont Cinema Company,
initially showing silent films, but was adapted in 1929 to show talking pictures. The
first film shown was Rio Rita, at prices of 1d on wooden seats and 2d and 3d on
upholstered seats at the rear of the cinema (Read 1992, 48). The cinema suffered as
audiences declined following the introduction of the television, and officially closed
in 1976. The building was used temporarily as a bingo hall before it was converted,
initially in the 1980s, into a snooker hall, which saw the creation of two level floors
above the original sloping surface.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 08
Site name Market Cross
NGR 301030 510591
HER No 4447
Stat. Designation -
Site type Market cross
Period Medieval
Sources HER
Description The market cross at Egremont stood within a few yards of the old boundary between

Egremont and Lowside Quarter (NY 0103 1059). Remains of the ancient market
cross were discovered in 1922, when its successor was demolished. The remains now
stand at NY 0095 1046 in the grounds of Egremont Castle. A tablet on the cross
states 'Remains of the cross found in the Market Place, Egremont 1922. Supposed
original erection 1200'.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 09
Site name Egremont Medieval settlement
NGR 301000 510700 (point)
HER No 40428
Stat. Designation  -
Site type Medieval settlement
Period Medieval
Sources HER
Description The medieval core of Egremont was centred on Main Street, with burgage plots

located on both sides of the street. The area occupied by Wyndham School is within
the area identified as medieval tenements in the Extensive Urban Survey (CCC
2006). In particular, the entrance to the school, on the west side of Main Street
overlies the street frontage. Late nineteenth/early eighteenth century buildings (Site
18) were demolished in this area in 1962-4 to make way for the school. These
buildings were shown on the tithe map of 1842 and the OS first edition map of 1865
as located c 10m back from the medieval street line. This may indicate that remnants
of the earlier buildings, which preceded these, may be preserved beneath the school
entrance.

Assessment The site lies within the scheme boundary and may be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 10
Site name Stone House Garth
NGR 300930 510690
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Placename evidence for a stone house
Period Post-medieval
Sources Winchester 1979
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Description This burgage property is named Stoney Garth in 1784 and Stoney House Garth in
1786 (CRO D/Lec/317/Abstract No. 85, cited in Winchester 1979) and on the Tithe
of 1842 (field 273). This may have been the site of an early ‘stone house’, a term
associated with bastle houses in early seventeenth century North East Cumberland
(Winchester 1979).

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 11
Site name Line of mature trees at the entrance of Wyndham School
NGR 301027 510868
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Line of mature trees
Period Post-medieval
Sources Site visit
Description Line of six mature trees at the entrance of Wyndham School, comprising an oak, four

sycamores and a horse chestnut. This tree line appears to correspond with the
northern side of a row of garden plots shown on the tithe of 1842.

Assessment The trees lies within the scheme boundary, but are currently proposed to be retained
(Hulett 2008) and therefore will not be impacted by the proposed development.

Site number 12
Site name Library
NGR 300994 510964
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Library
Period Post-medieval
Sources Map regression
Description This building is first shown on the Ordnance Survey mapping of 1926, and is labelled

as a school. The building is within the current boundary of Wyndham School, and is
now used as a library. The building is thought to be early 1900s and has features of
architectural interest including a tower, arched doorway, bay window and other
decorative windows, all in red sandstone (Hulett 2008).

Assessment The site lies within scheme boundary and may be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 13
Site name Town Hall
NGR 301068 510878
HER No 21485
Stat. Designation Grade II Listed Building (76131)
Site type Town Hall
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description Town Hall; 1889-90. Snecked rubble with quoins on chamfered plinth; string

between floors. Graduated slate roofs with stone copings, kneelers, and finials to
gables; corniced stone chimney to north end. Symmetrical 2-storey elevation with 5-
stage tower; 2:1:2 bays. Ground-floor to central tower has panelled door and fanlight
in 4-centred door-surround with cast-iron lamp bracket above. Tower has segment-
headed openings; clock to top stage. Pyramidal roof has gablets to each side and
weathervane to top. Sashes to bays on either side of tower have triangular-headed
surrounds to ground floor and segment headed surrounds to first floor; louvre above
in gable. Three sashes to each floor on south return, all in segment headed surrounds.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.
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Site number 14
Site name Falcon Pit
NGR 300954 511027
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Mine shaft
Period Post-medieval
Sources Map regression; site visit
Description Falcon Pit is shown at the southern end of the Gillfoot Branch Railway (Site 16) on

the OS mapping of 1899, and appears to have gone out of use by the time of the 1926
OS mapping. At the time of the site visit in December 2008, work was underway
within the proposed development area to locate and infill the pit as subsidence had
been taking place in areas of pits across Egremont.

Assessment The site lies within the scheme boundary and may be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 15
Site name Sculpture at the entrance to Wyndham School
NGR 301011 510938
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Modern Sculpture
Period Modern
Sources Site visit
Description The sculpture comprises the representation of a semi-circular wheel at the top of a

mine shaft, set into a low brick built plinth. The sculpture was installed at the
entrance to the school to commemorate the mining history of Egremont.

Assessment The site lies within the scheme boundary, and current proposals (Hulett 2008) are
that it is re-located to a strategic point within the proposed development.

Site number 16
Site name Gillfoot Branch Railway and associated buildings
NGR 300958 511029
HER No 12741
Stat. Designation -
Site type Railway and associated buildings
Period Post-medieval
Sources Map regression
Description Railway and associated buildings located to the immediate north of Falcon Pit (Site

14). Gillfoot Park No 6 Pit (Site 03) is also located on this railway, to the north-west
of Falcon Pit. This branch line joined to the main line to Whitehaven (Site 35) to the
north of Egremont.

Assessment The site lies within the scheme boundary and may be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 17
Site name Mature trees towards south extent of Wyndham School
NGR 300948 510857 (point)
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Mature trees
Period Post-medieval
Sources Site visit
Description These two trees appear to correspond with the boundary between plots 277 and 278

on the tithe of 1842.
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Assessment The trees lies within the scheme boundary, but are currently proposed to be retained
(Hulett 2008) and therefore will not be impacted by the proposed development.

Site number 18
Site name Former buildings located at the entrance to Wyndham School
NGR 301059 510943
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Buildings (Sites  of)
Period Post-medieval
Sources Map regression
Description Houses shown on the 1842 tithe for Egremont, but no longer extant.
Assessment The site lies within the scheme boundary and may be impacted by the proposed

development.

Site number 19
Site name Public Slaughter Houses
NGR 300911 510875
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Buildings (Site  of)
Period Post-medieval
Sources Map regression
Description Two rectangular buildings labelled ‘Public Slaughter Houses’ on the 1899 OS

mapping. The buildings were still extant on the 1926 OS mapping, but have since
been replaced by Wyndham School.

Assessment The site lies within the scheme boundary and may be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 20
Site name Brewery
NGR 300985 510905
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Building (Site of)
Period Post-medieval
Sources Map regression
Description A building shown on the tithe map of 1842, within a croft named ‘Brewery Croft’

(Field 280). This building is labelled as a brewery on the OS mapping of 1865. The
building appears to still be extant on the OS mapping of 1926, although it is not
labelled on mapping after 1867.

Assessment The site lies within the scheme boundary and may be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 21
Site name Auction Mart
NGR 300945 510871
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Building (Site  of)
Period Post-medieval
Sources Map regression
Description A square building labelled ‘Auction Mart’ on the 1899 OS mapping. The building

was still extant on the 1926 OS mapping, but has since been replaced by Wyndham
School.
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Assessment The site lies within the scheme boundary and may be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 22
Site name Egremont Drinking fountain & water-trough opposite entrance to Castle grounds
NGR 300910 510513
HER No 21476
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76122 (Grade II)
Site type Drinking fountain and water-trough
Period Modern
Sources HER
Description Drinking fountain and water-trough with dated sans-serif inscription on fountain:

PRESENTED BY ALEXANDER COOK ESQ. OF CHICAGO TO HIS NATIVE
TOWN AD 1904. Mason's name given on plinth: WILLIAM BODDIE (?) CLAIR
STREET ABERDEEN. Polished grey and pink granite. Fountain on right has square
plinth block on three steps; bowl to north, south, and east faces above with consoles
supporting corner shafts. Corniced top with ball finial to fluted dome. Water-trough
on left.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 23
Site name No 12, Lowes Court, Main Street
NGR 301100 510925
HER No 21479
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76125 (Grade II)
Site type House
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description House, now shop. Late seventeenth/early eighteenth century; later additions and

alterations. Wet-dashed rubble on plinth; pilaster to north end. Welsh slate roof with
rendered mid chimney; cast-iron gutter carried on brackets to either side of each
window. 2 storeys, 3 bays. Panelled door in stone surround to left; large central shop
window, with glazing bars in stone surround. Wagon arch to right has moulded,
elliptical, head carried between columns. 3 fixed windows above, with glazing bars,
in projecting stone surrounds.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 24
Site name No 45 Main Street
NGR 301035 510670
HER No 21480
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76126 (Grade II)
Site type House
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description House, now shop. Initialled and dated on stone between 1st floor windows: IP 1662.

Later additions and alterations. Pebble-dashed rubble with pilaster to north end.
Steeply-pitched, graduated slate roof with rendered chimney to south end; cast-iron
gutter on brackets. 2 storeys, 2 bays. Nineteenth century shop front; corniced, with
panelled pilasters and part-glazed door. 2 sashes in stone surrounds above retain
some decorative glazing bars.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.
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Site number 25
Site name Nos 54-56 Main Street
NGR 301050 510725
HER No 21481
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76127 (Grade II)
Site type House
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description 2 houses and cottage, now single property; mid nineteenth century with later

alterations. Incised stucco. Nos 55 and 56 have rusticated quoins on plinth, cornice,
and 2nd floor lintel band. No. 54 has graduated slate roof with stone end chimney;
nos. 55 and 56 have twentieth century concrete-tiled roof with rendered mid and end
chimneys. No. 54, 2 storeys, 2 bays. Panelled door and rectangular fanlight in stone
surround; sash in stone surround on each floor to left. Nos 55 and 56, 3 storeys, 5
bays. Paired Tuscan porch in 3rd and 4th bays from left; only left-hand door retained,
right-hand door replaced by window. Sashes in stone surrounds.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 26
Site name No 57 Main Street
NGR 301050 510735
HER No 21482
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76128 (Grade II)
Site type House
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description House. Late eighteenth/early nineteenth century. Pebble-dashed rubble with

graduated slate roof and cast-iron guttering. 2 storeys, 4 bays. Panelled door up steps
(with wrought-iron handrails); sash to either side on each floor. Garage door to far
right has sash above. All sashes in stone surrounds.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 27
Site name No 58 Main Street
NGR 301050 510745
HER No 21483
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76129 (Grade II)
Site type Bank
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description Bank; mid/late nineteenth century. Rendered rubble with string between floors, and

eaves cornice. Graduated slate roof with stone copings and kneelers; corniced stone
end chimneys. 2 segment-headed dormers with casement windows. 2 storeys, 2 bays.
Central door in doorcase with passage door in stone surround to left; canted, bay
window to right. 2 paired sashes to 1st floor in stone surrounds with Ground and 1st
floor openings all corniced.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 28
Site name Nos 59 & 60 Main Street
NGR 301055 510755
HER No 21484
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76130 (Grade II)
Site type House and cottages
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Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description House and cottages, now restaurant. Eighteenth century with later additions and

alterations. Rendered rubble on plinth; top storey, with eaves-band, probably added.
Graduated slate roofs with stone copings and kneelers; cast iron gutter and rendered
end chimneys to no. 59. No. 59 symmetrical, 3 storeys, 5 bays. Central nineteenth
century Tudor porch has angle buttresses; 4-centred head to chamfered door
surround. Corniced, mullioned and transomed, 3-light window to either side;
mullioned and transomed 2-light windows to each floor above. Wing adjoining north
end originally 2 cottages, each 2 low storeys, 2 bays, with sash in stone surround to
each floor on right of door; left-hand door now (1984) has twentieth century plastic
canopy above.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 29
Site name War Memorial & railings to enclosure
NGR 301044 510609
HER No 21486
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76132 (Grade II)
Site type War Memorial & railings
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description Memorial to 1914-18 War. Polished granite plinth, c 6 ft high on 2 steps; square in

plan. Inscription on central section of plinth; corniced top surmounted by life-size
bronze of WWI infantry man leaning on rifle. Wrought-iron railings, c 2 ft high with
square standards, to oval enclosure; gate on north side.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 30
Site name No 1 Market Street
NGR 301058 510873
HER No 21487
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76133 (Grade II)
Site type House
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description Property adjoining rear of Town Hall; c 1889-90. Snecked rubble with quoins.

Graduated slate roof. 2 storeys, 2 bays. Panelled door and fanlight in segment-headed
surround; pair sash to left and 2 sashes above, all in segment-headed surrounds.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 31
Site name Church of St Mary & St Michael
NGR 301120 510565
HER No 21493
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76139 (Grade II)
Site type Church
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description Parish Church. 1881 by T. Lewis Banks (London and Whitehaven) replacing late

twelfth century church, parts of which were incorporated. Western baptistery gift of
local Freemasons 1883. Tower raised in 1901 by Oliver & Dodgshun (Carlisle).
Hammer-dressed, snecked, sandstone blocks with quoins; moulded plinth, strings,
eaves cornice, and pilaster buttresses. Graduated slate roofs with outshuts to either
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side of chancel; stone copings, kneelers, and apex crosses. Embattled tower to north-
west corner, nave with aisles, short transept, and chancel. Early English style. 4-stage
tower has panelled door to ground floor; pointed arch-head of 4 orders with foliate
capitals to jamb-shafts. Similar 2-order door in gabled porch on south side. Lancet
windows, some in chancel and north nave aisle re-used late twelfth century; corbels
of similar date to north aisle. Interior: Pointed arches throughout; 5-bay nave arcade
carried on columns with foliate capitals. Nave roof carried on corbels. Transept arms
separated from nave by 2-bay arcade carried on tall quatrefoil pier. 2- seater sedilia,
pillar piscina, and shelf, under wall arcade in chancel. Late nineteenth century
fittings. Pulpit of Caen stone with alabaster figures, supported on marble shafts.
Kneeling angel supports scalloped font bowl.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 32
Site name Entrance gates, walls and railings to churchyard of St Mary & St Michael
NGR 301066 510563
HER No 21494
Stat. Designation EH Listed Building No 76140 (Grade II)
Site type Entrance gates to churchyard
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description Entrance gates to churchyard; late nineteenth century by WILLIAM HEAD

ENGINEER EGREMONT (foundry mark on base plates to gate posts). Cast-iron
gate posts square in plan, c 8 ft high, with Gothic panelling and pyramidal caps.
Gates of cast and wrought iron with fleurs-de-lis decoration to ogee arcading;
scrollwork. Railings to either side similar, on low coursed rubble walls with
chamfered copings.

Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed
development.

Site number 33
Site name Grindstone Find, Egremont
NGR 301200 510900
HER No 4611
Stat. Designation -
Site type Findspot
Period Unknown
Sources HER
Description Grindstone Find, Egremont. No details. At Whitehaven Museum.
Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed

development.

Site number 34
Site name Rotary Quern Find, Smithfield, Egremont
NGR 300600 511200
HER No 4614
Stat. Designation -
Site type Findspot
Period Unknown
Sources HER
Description A rotary quern found at Smithfield, Egremont. At Whitehaven Museum.
Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed

development.



West Lakes Academy, Wyndham School, Egremont, Cumbria: Archaeological Desk-based Assessment 31

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: January 2009

Site number 35
Site name L & NW & Furness Joint Railway, Whitehaven, Cleator & Egremont Branch
NGR 300800 514600
HER No 12215
Stat. Designation -
Site type Railway
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description A dismantled Railway line. A branch line (Site 16) joined to this main line to the

north of Egremont.
Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed

development.

Site number 36
Site name Beck Green Gasworks, Egremont
NGR 301300 510720
HER No 12336
Stat. Designation -
Site type Gas Works
Period Post-medieval
Sources HER
Description Disused Gas Works - used on first edition map. Now there is no map evidence of it

being there. It was serviced by Mill Race (Site 04; HER 12338).
Assessment The site lies outwith the scheme boundary and will not be impacted by the proposed

development.

Site number 37
Site name Skin Yard Meadow
NGR 300959 511063
HER No -
Stat. Designation -
Site type Field name
Period Post-medieval
Sources Map regression
Description Field 284 on the 1842 Egremont tithe is named Skin Yard Meadow, indicating the

use of this area by a tannery.
Assessment The site lies partially within the scheme boundary and may be impacted by the

proposed development.
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5. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE REMAINS

5.1 INTRODUCTION

5.1.1 Thirty-seven sites have been identified within the study area, 13 of which are
within the proposed development area (Sites 02, 09, 11-12, 14-21 and 37).
Sites 01-09, 13 and 22-36 were identified from the HER, 12 of which were
Grade II Listed Buildings (Sites 13 and 22-32), and one of the sites (Site 05)
was a Grade I Listed Building and a Scheduled Monument. The remaining 12
sites (Sites 10-12, 14-21 and 37) were identified during the map regression and
desk-based research. Egremont Conservation Area is also located within the
eastern part of the study area.

Period No of Sites Site Type

Prehistoric 0

Romano-British 1 Coin findspot (02)

Medieval 3 Castle (05), market cross (08), medieval settlement
(09)

Post-medieval 28 High Mill (01), High Mill race (04), iron ore pits (03
and 14), tannery (06), place-name evidence for a
tannery (37), place-name evidence for Stone House
Garth (10), library (12), Town Hall (13), mature trees
on the line of former field boundaries (11 and 17),
railway lines (16 and 35), former buildings on the
west side of Main Street (18-21), drinking fountain
and trough (22), Grade II Listed houses (23-28 and
30), church (31), church gateway (32), gas works
(36)

Modern 3 Cinema (07), sculpture (15), war memorial (29)

Unknown 2 Grindstone findspot (33), quern findspot (34)

Table 2: Number of sites by period

5.2 CRITERIA

5.2.1 There are a number of different methodologies used to assess the
archaeological significance of sites; that to be used here is the ‘Secretary of
State’s criteria for scheduling ancient monuments’ which is included as Annex
4 of PPG 16 (DoE 1990). The sites previously listed (Section 4, above) were
each considered using the criteria and those likely to be impacted by the
proposed development are discussed below.

5.2.2 Period: the proposed development area is located on the west side of Main
Street, which formed the core of the medieval settlement of Egremont (Site
09). This area is therefore significant by period, and as such is protected as a
Conservation Area.
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5.2.3 Rarity: remains associated with the medieval settlement of Egremont (Site 09)
may be of regional significance due at least in part to rarity. Other sites within
the proposed development area, such as post-medieval buildings and the
mining pit and railway, are considered to be commonplace.

5.2.4 Documentation: a thorough survey of medieval Egremont already exists
(Winchester 1979), which examined a number of primary sources. It is
possible that further details on the use of the proposed development area in the
medieval period could be researched by examining the primary documents
cited by Winchester’s study (CRO D/Lec/317/Abstracts 25-26). Enquiries
were made with Whitehaven Record Office as part of the current desk-based
assessment regarding consulting these documents, however, the archive ‘CRO
D/Lec’ is held at Cockermouth Castle and is not readily accessible.

5.2.5 Further research could be carried out on Falcon Pit (Site 14) and the associated
railway (Site 16). Further research could also be carried out on the early
twentieth century school building, which is now a library (Site 12) and
possibly on the other post-medieval buildings within the proposed
development area (Sites 18-21).

5.2.6 Group Value: Falcon Pit (Site 14), Gillfoot No. 6 Pit (Site 03), located just
outside of the proposed development area, and Gillfoot Branch Railway (Site
16) form part of a group for mine workings and associated features.

5.2.7 Survival/Condition: Falcon Pit (Site 14) and the Gillfoot Branch Railway
(Site 16) are located in the northern part of the proposed development area, in
an area currently used as a car park. At the time of the site visit, in December
2008, work was underway to infill the pit, which had been subsiding. It is not
known if any below ground remains of the railway and associated buildings
(Site 16) survive. This area is also part of the former field named ‘Skin Yard
Meadow’ on the 1842 tithe (Site 37), included in the gazetteer due to its
possible association with the tanning industry. However, due to the later
mining of this area (Site 14), and the construction of the branch railway and
associated features and buildings (Site 16), it is unlikely that any evidence for
the earlier use of this area for tanning survives.

5.2.8 The eastern side of the proposed development area is located on the west side
of Main Street. This area formed part of the medieval core of Egremont (Site
09) and would have had burgage plots located off it, with buildings fronting
onto Main Street. Evidence for these burgage plots and buildings can be seen
on the 1842 tithe map (Figs 5 and 6). Within the proposed development area
the buildings shown on the tithe appear to have been set back approximately
10m from the building line fronting Main Street (Winchester 1979).
Winchester suggests that these buildings (Site 18) represent late
eighteenth/early nineteenth rebuilding within the burgage plots and, therefore,
the remains of earlier buildings, located further forward on the street frontage,
may be preserved beneath the current access road into the school. It is also
possible that further medieval features associated with the location and use of
the burgage plots may survive beneath the current school.
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5.2.9 The construction of the school in 1962-4 saw the demolition of the buildings
located on the west side of Main Street (Site 18), as well as other buildings
noted on the first and second edition OS mapping (Sites 19-21). It is not
known if any remains of these buildings survive below ground. In particular,
Site 20 appears to lie entirely beneath a school building, whilst Sites 19 and 21
lie partially within external areas, and partially beneath current buildings. The
buildings comprising Site 18, at the school entrance, may have survived as this
area has not been rebuilt, but is used for access and parking.

5.2.10 Fragility/Vulnerability: any below ground remains pertaining to Sites 09, 16
and 18-21 are vulnerable to the development as they lie within the proposed
development area. The library (Site 12) is also within the proposed
development area, and it has not yet been decided if this building would be
retained as part of the proposed development. Sites 11 and 17 are mature trees,
which appear to correspond with boundaries shown on the 1842 tithe map.
Current proposals are that these trees are retained. The modern sculpture at the
entrance to the school (Site 15) is also planned to be incorporated within the
proposed development.

5.2.11 Diversity: a Roman coin (Site 02) was found in the vicinity of the proposed
development area, although its exact location is not known. The remaining
sites within the proposed development area predominantly relate to the
medieval and post-medieval settlement and use of the area, including small
scale industrial activity such as for brewing and tanning. At the northern extent
of the proposed development area, Sites 14 and 16 provide some
diversification from this, with evidence for iron ore mining within the area.

5.2.12 Potential: there are no known prehistoric sites within the study area, and the
potential for archaeological remains from this period within the proposed
development area is therefore considered to be low. However, the findspot of a
Roman coin in the vicinity of the study area suggests that there is some
potential for further Roman finds in Egremont.

5.2.13 The proposed development area was part of the medieval core of Egremont,
which was centred on Main Street, with burgage plots located on both sides of
the street. The area occupied by the Wyndham School buildings, is within the
area identified as medieval tenements in the EUS (CCC 2006). In particular,
the entrance to the school, on the west side of Main Street, overlies the street
frontage. Late eighteenth/early nineteenth century buildings (Site 18) were
demolished in this area in 1962-4 to make way for the school. These buildings
were shown on the tithe map of 1842 and the OS first edition map of 1865 as
located c 10m back from the medieval street line. This may indicate that
remnants of the earlier buildings, which preceded these, may be preserved
beneath the school entrance. This part of the proposed development area is
included in the Egremont Conservation Area, and is identified in the EUS as
an area of High Importance (CCC 2006). The remainder of the area occupied
by the school buildings is considered an area of Limited Importance (ibid).
There is therefore high potential for medieval features to be extant beneath the
ground surface, particularly in the area of the school entrance and in the car
parks.
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5.2.14 There is also potential for the remains of post-medieval buildings to survive
within the proposed development area. These include the buildings shown on
the tithe of 1842, which were demolished to provide an entrance to the school
(Site 18), and the brewery, auction mart and public slaughter houses identified
on later mapping (Sites 19-21). There is also some potential for elements of
the Gillfoot Branch Railway (Site 16) and associated features to be extant in
the northern part of the proposed development area.

5.3 SIGNIFICANCE

5.3.1 Table 3 shows the sensitivity of the site scaled in accordance with its relative
importance using the following terms for archaeology issues, with guideline
recommendations for a mitigation strategy.

Importance Examples of Site Type Negative Impact

National Scheduled Monuments (SMs), Grade I,  II* and II
Listed Buildings

To be avoided

Regional/County Conservation Areas, Registered Parks and Gardens
(Statutory Designated Sites)

Sites and Monuments Record/Historic
Environment Record

Avoidance
recommended

Local/Borough Sites with a local or borough value or interest for
cultural appreciation

Sites that are so badly damaged that too little
remains to justify inclusion into a higher grade

Avoidance not
envisaged

Low Local Sites with a low local value or interest for cultural
appreciation

Sites that are so badly damaged that too little
remains to justify inclusion into a higher grade

Avoidance not
envisaged

Negligible Sites or features with no significant value or
interest

Avoidance
unnecessary

Table 3: Criteria used to determine Importance of Sites

5.3.2 Sites 02, 09, 11-12, 14-21 and 37 are located within the proposed development
area and, therefore, have been considered in the assessment of impact of the
proposed development. Based on the above criteria, one of the sites in the
proposed development area (Site 09) is of regional or county level significance
as a result of it being recorded in the HER and corresponding with a
Conservation Area. Site 02 is also recorded in the HER, and therefore is also
considered to be of regional significance. Sites 12, 14-16 and 18-21, are
considered to be of Local/Borough significance and the remaining sites (Sites
11, 17 and 37), are considered to be of Low Local significance. It is possible
that there is little below ground evidence for Sites 16 and 18-21, which may
reduce their significance. Similarly, Site 14 is in the process of being infilled,
however it has been considered as part of a group with Site 16, elements of
which, may survive below ground.
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5.3.3 The above conclusions are based on the current state of knowledge and the
subsequent discovery of additional features or evidence relating to these sites
could alter their assessed levels of significance.
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6. IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 IMPACT

6.1.1 In its Planning Policy Guidance Note 16, the Department of the Environment
(DoE) advises that archaeological remains are a continually diminishing
resource and ‘should be seen as finite, and non-renewable resource, in many
cases, highly fragile and vulnerable to destruction. Appropriate management
is therefore essential to ensure that they survive in good condition. In
particular, care must be taken to ensure that archaeological remains are not
needlessly or thoughtlessly destroyed’. It has been the intention of this study to
identify the archaeological potential of the study area, and assess the impact of
redevelopment, thus allowing the advice of the DoE to be enacted upon.
Assessment of impact has been achieved by the following method:

• assessing any potential impact and the significance of the effects arising
from the proposed development;

• reviewing the evidence for past impacts that may have affected the
archaeological sites;

• outlining suitable mitigation measures, where possible at this stage, to
avoid, reduce or remedy adverse archaeological impacts.

6.1.2 The impact is assessed in terms of the sensitivity or importance of the site to
the magnitude of change or potential scale of impact during the future
redevelopment scheme. The magnitude, or scale, of an impact is often difficult
to define, but will be termed as substantial, moderate slight, or negligible, as
shown in Table 4, below.

Scale of Impact Description

Substantial Significant change in environmental factors;

Complete destruction of the site or feature;

Change to the site or feature resulting in a fundamental change in
ability to understand and appreciate the resource and its cultural
heritage or archaeological value/historical context and setting.

Moderate Significant change in environmental factors;

Change to the site or feature resulting in an appreciable change in
ability to understand and appreciate the resource and its cultural
heritage or archaeological value/historical context and setting.

Slight Change to the site or feature resulting in a small change in our ability
to understand and appreciate the resource and its cultural heritage or
archaeological value/historical context and setting.

Negligible Negligible change or no material changes to the site or feature. No real
change in our ability to understand and appreciate the resource and its
cultural heritage or archaeological value/historical context and setting.

Table 4: Criteria used to determine Scale of Impact
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6.1.3 The interaction of the scale of impact (Table 4) and the importance of the
archaeological site (Table 3) produce the impact significance. This may be
calculated by using the matrix shown in Table 5, below.

Scale of Impact Upon Archaeological SiteResource Value
(Importance) Substantial Moderate Slight Negligible

National Major Major Intermediate/
Minor

Slight

Regional/County Major Major/
Intermediate

Minor Neutral

Local/Borough Intermediate Intermediate Minor Neutral

Local (low) Intermediate
/ Minor

Minor Minor/
Neutral

Neutral

Negligible Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral

Table 5: Impact Significance Matrix

6.1.4 Site 02 is a findspot of a Roman coin, the exact location of which is unknown,
there is therefore no impact on this site. Sites 11, 15 and 17 are currently
proposed to be retained and, therefore, there is also no impact on these sites.
The proposals for Site 12, the library building, have not yet been finalised,
therefore, the impact of the proposed development on this site is unknown.
Site 14, Falcon Pit, was being infilled in December 2008 due to subsidence of
this and other pits in Egremont. Site 37 was located in the area of Sites 14 and
16 and, therefore, is unlikely to survive below ground. The remaining sites
represent possible below ground remains of medieval buildings and features
associated with burgage plots (Site 09), post-medieval buildings (Sites 18-21)
and a branch railway line and associated buildings (Site 16). It is likely that the
construction of the school buildings will have heavily impacted on the below
ground remains of some of these sites (particularly Site 20, but also Sites 19
and 21 to a lesser extent), but elements of these sites located in the areas of the
car parks and school entrance may survive.

6.2 IMPACT ASSESSMENT

6.2.1 Following on from the above considerations, the significance of effects has
been determined based on an assumption that there will be earth-moving
works associated with the development, and the present condition of the
archaeological assets/sites. The results are summarised in Table 6, below, in
the absence of mitigation.

Site
Number

Nature of Impact Significance Scale of
Impact

Impact
Significance

02 No impact (findspot – exact
location unknown)

Regional Negligible Neutral

09 Possible disturbance of
below ground remains

Regional Substantial/
Moderate

Major/
Intermediate
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Site
Number

Nature of Impact Significance Scale of
Impact

Impact
Significance

11 No impact – proposed to be
retained

Low Local Negligible Neutral

12 Currently unknown Local/Borough Unknown Unknown

14 No impact (pit has been
infilled)

Local/Borough Negligible Neutral

15 No impact – proposed to be
relocated and retained

Local/Borough Negligible Neutral

16 Possible disturbance of
below ground remains

Local/Borough Substantial/
Moderate

Intermediate

17 No impact – proposed to be
retained

Low Local Negligible Neutral

18 Possible disturbance of
below ground remains

Local/Borough Substantial/
Moderate

Intermediate

19 Possible disturbance of
below ground remains

Local/Borough Substantial/
Moderate

Intermediate

20 Possible disturbance of
below ground remains

Local/Borough Substantial/
Moderate

Intermediate

21 Possible disturbance of
below ground remains

Local/Borough Substantial/
Moderate

Intermediate

37 No impact (this site is
beneath Sites 14 and 16 and
is therefore highly unlikely
to survive)

Low Local Negligible Neutral

Table 6: Assessment of the impact significance on each site during
development
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL MITIGATION

7.1 INTRODUCTION

7.1.1 In terms of the requirement for further archaeological investigation and
mitigation, it is necessary to consider only those sites that will be affected by
the proposed develoment. Current legislation draws a distinction between
archaeological remains of national importance and other remains considered to
be of lesser significance. Those perceived to be of national importance may
require preservation in situ, whilst those of lesser significance may undergo
preservation by record, where high, local or regional significance can be
demonstrated.

7.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

7.2.1 There are six sites which may be impacted by the proposed development, Sites
09, 16 and 18-21. Site 09 is considered to be of regional significance, whilst
Sites 16 and 18-21, are considered to be of Local/Borough significance. It is
unlikely, based on present information, that preservation in situ will be
required. Such sites are usually preserved by record. However, it is
recommended that the survival and extent of archaeological remains within the
proposed development area is assessed by means of an archaeological
evaluation. This should target Sites 09, 16 and 18, which are located beneath
the school car parks and entranceway. Sites 19-21, which partially, or wholly
in the case of Site 20, lie beneath current buildings, should also be evaluated if
possible, or monitored by an archaeological watching brief during
groundworks. This work should be carried out in consultation with Cumbria
County Council Historic Environment Service (CCCHES), who would
provide a project brief.

7.2.2 Depending upon the results of the evaluation trenching, further
recommendations for mitigation may be forthcoming. Where significant
remains of archaeological interest that cannot be preserved in situ are
identified, archaeological excavation would be necessary, in order to preserve
the sites by record. In other areas a watching brief may be required during
ground disturbing activities. Any further mitigation would be agreed in
consultation with CCCHES.

7.2.3 It has not yet been decided whether to retain or demolish the library building
(Site 12) as part of the development. Although the building is not listed, it may
require archaeological mitigation prior to it being demolished, or substantially
modified. Consultation on this should be made with CCCHES once plans for
the building have been finalised.

7.2.4 These recommendations are based on the current understanding of the
proposed development from a plan provided by the client. Should the plans for
the proposed development change, advice should be sought from CCCHES as
to any required mitigation.
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APPENDIX 1: PROJECT DESIGN

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND

1.1.1 Capita Symonds (hereafter the client) have requested that Oxford Archaeology North (OA
North) submit proposals to undertake a desk-based assessment of the site of the proposed
North Copeland Academy, which is currently occupied by Wyndham School in Egremont,
Cumbria (centred NGR NY 0100 1095). It is proposed to demolish the existing school, which
consists mainly of typical 1960s buildings, and a building situated between the Library and
Main Street. The Library is late nineteenth or early twentieth century and the site is
positioned adjoining the Egremont Conservation Area, which is the historic core of the town.

1.1.2 The Extensive Urban Survey provides information on the earliest evidence for the existence
of Egremont; the place-name first appears during the Norman period, derived from the Latin
acri mons or the French aigre mont, meaning ‘sharp –pointed hill’ or alternatively ‘hill
beside the [river] Ehen’, since the Latin for Ehen in the Register of St Bees is Egre
(Armstrong et al 1977, cited in English Heritage and Cumbria County Council 2006). Indeed,
the foundation of the settlement is closely associated with the establishment of a feudal seat
of power by the Normans. Although Egremont did not receive a royal market charter until
1267, grants of land and privileges to a community of burgesses by the Lord of the Barony of
Copeland in c 1200 therefore puts the origins of the town at to the end of the 12th century.
Much of the activity from the medieval period is concentrated in the area to the east of the
site. This continued into the post-medieval period with the site being located on the edge of
the settlement, with a mine, known as Falcon Pit, and a slaughter house being located within
the site boundary.

1.1.3 An archaeological assessment of the site is required in the first instance to support the
planning application for redevelopment. A verbal brief has been provided by Cumbria
County Council’s Historic Environment Service (CCCHES) advising that a desk-based
assessment would be required.

1.2 OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY NORTH

1.2.1 OA North has considerable experience of the assessment of sites of all periods, having
undertaken a great number of small and large-scale projects during the past 30 years. Such
projects have taken place within the planning process, to fulfil the requirements of clients and
planning authorities, to very rigorous timetables. In recent years OA North also has extensive
experience of archaeological work in Northern England.

1.2.2 OA North has the professional expertise and resources to undertake the project detailed
below to a high level of quality and efficiency. OA North is an Institute of Field
Archaeologists (IFA) registered organisation, registration number 17, and all its members
of staff operate subject to the IFA Code of Conduct (1994).

2. OBJECTIVES

2.1 The programme of work has been designed in order to identify the known archaeological
resource and assess the potential for further archaeological deposits that may be affected by
the proposed redevelopment, to provide information on their nature, potential, survival, and
significance. The required stages to achieve these ends are as follows:

- Desk-based assessment: to provide a desk-based assessment of the proposed
development site and its immediate environs in order to identify the archaeological
potential and any constraints (in accordance with the IFA standards (1999a)).
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- Report Production: a report is usually produced for the client within six to eight
weeks of commencement of the research, unless an alternative deadline is agreed at
the time of commission.

3. METHODS STATEMENT

3.1 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

3.1.2 Introduction: a desk-based assessment is usually undertaken as the first stage of a
programme of archaeological recording, prior to further field investigation. It is not intended
to reduce the requirement for fieldwork, but it will provide an appraisal of the archaeological
or historical significance and a guide to the requirement for any further work.

3.1.3 The following research will be undertaken as appropriate, depending on the availability of
source material. The level of such work will be dictated by the time scale of the project. The
results will be analysed using the set of criteria used to assess the national importance of an
ancient monument (DoE 1990). This aids in the presentation of the significance or otherwise
of the site, and assessment during the planning process.

3.1.4 Documentary and Cartographic Material: this work will include consultation of the
Cumbria County Historic Environment Record (CHER) in Kendal, as well as the County
Records Office (CRO) in Whitehaven. A review of all known and available resources of
information relating to the site of the proposed development, and the study area consisting of
0.25km radius centred on the site. The aim of this is to give consideration not only to the
application site, but also its setting in terms of historical and archaeological contexts.

3.1.5 The sources  include;

• relevant published sources; to include articles, and regional and local journals,

• relevant unpublished documentary sources; to include, where appropriate, reports
compiled by heritage conservation professionals and student theses,

• primary sources; to include trade directories, deeds, borough records and probate
inventories

• data held in local and national archaeological databases

• printed and manuscript maps

• place and field-name evidence

• evidence for township, ecclesiastical and other ancient boundaries

• other photographic/illustrative evidence

3.1.6 Cumbria HER, Kendal: the HER (formerly the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR)) is a
database of known archaeological sites within the County. It also holds an extensive library
of published materials for consultation.

3.1.7 County Record Office, Whitehaven: the office in Whitehaven holds the main source of
primary documentation, both maps and documents, for the site and its surrounding area.

3.1.8 Map regression analysis: a cartographic analysis will be undertaken to aid investigation of
the post-medieval occupation and land-use of the area and its development through to its
modern-day or most recent use. This allows identification of

• areas of potential archaeological interest,
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• areas where any recent developments on site, of which there is no longer any evidence,
may have impeded or disturbed below-ground archaeological remains.

3.1.9 Particular emphasis will be on the early cartographic evidence and will include estate maps,
tithe maps, and Ordnance Survey maps, through to present mapping where possible.

3.1.10 Visual Inspection: during the research for the desk-based assessment, the site will be visited
in order to relate the existing topography and land use to research findings. A walkover will
enable any features of potential archaeological or historical interest to be noted. It will also
provide an understanding for areas of impact by the proposed redevelopment.

3.2 REPORT PRODUCTION

3.2.1 One bound and one unbound copy of the final written synthetic report, together with a digital
copy supplied on CD, will be submitted to the client. A further three copies of the report will
be submitted to the Cumbria HER for archive purposes. However, due to the purpose of the
report, and possible sensitivity, these archive copies can be put on hold if requested. The
report will include;

• a site location plan related to the national grid,

• a front cover to include the planning application number where applicable and the NGR,

• the dates on which the fieldwork was undertaken and by whom,

• a concise, non-technical summary of the results,

• the precise location, address and NGR will be provided,

• a description of the methodology employed, work undertaken and results obtained,

• a summary of the historical background of the study area and a gazetteer of all the sites
of historical and archaeological significance identified,

• an interpretation of the results and their significance, using the ‘Secretary of State’s
criteria for scheduling ancient monuments’ included as Annex 4 of PPG 16 (DoE 1990),

• appropriate plans showing the location and position of features or gazetteer sites
located,

• the report will also include a complete bibliography of sources from which data has
been derived,

• a copy of this project design in the appendices, and indications of any agreed departure
from that design.

3.2.2 This report will be in the same basic format as this project design.

3.2.3 Confidentiality:  all internal reports to the client are designed as documents for the specific
use of the client, for the particular purpose as defined in the project brief and project design,
and should be treated as such. They are not suitable for publication as academic documents or
otherwise without amendment or revision.
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4. OTHER MATTERS

4.1 ACCESS

4.1.1 It is assumed that access to the school site for the visual inspection will be arranged by the
client. If there are any arrangements to be made by OA North, these details need to be
forwarded prior to commencement of the project.

4.2 WORK TIMETABLE

4.2.1 Desk-based assessment and visual inspection: approximately six days will be required for
this element.

4.2.2 Report Production: the final report should be completed within six to eight weeks of the
commencement of the research.

4.3 STAFFING PROPOSALS

4.3.1 The project will be under the direct management of Emily Mercer (OA North senior project
manager) to whom all correspondence should be addressed. Emily is a project manager
primarily within OA North’s Heritage Management Services, having undertaken desk-based
assessments and Environmental Impact Assessments as well as other more fieldwork-based
projects, throughout the North West.

4.3.2 The desk-based assessment will be undertaken by Kathryn Blythe (OA North HMS project
officer) who is very experienced in such work and capable of carrying out projects of all
sizes.

4.4 INSURANCE

4.4.1 OA North has a professional indemnity cover to a value of £2,000,000; proof of which can be
supplied as required.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

English Heritage, 1991 The Management of Archaeological Projects, 2nd edn, London

English Heritage and Cumbria County Council, 2006 Extensive Urban Survey Archaeological
Assessment Report: Egremont, unpubl

Institute of Field Archaeologists, 1999 Standard and guidance for archaeological desk-Based
Assessments


