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THE WASH HOUSE, BLUECOAT SCHOOL, CHESTER (E813): 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was commissioned by Earthworks 
Archaeological Services Ltd on behalf of their client Chester Municipal 
Charities, to assess one environmental bulk sample, from a layer sealed below 
a third century Roman Road, for charred and waterlogged plant remains from 
The Wash House, Bluecoat School, Chester (site E863). It was hoped that the 
sample would inform about the economy and environment on and around the 
site during its period of use. 

2 QUANTIFICATION AND METHODOLOGY 

2.1 One five litre bulk sample was taken and processed for the assessment of 
charred and waterlogged plant remains. 

2.2 The sample was hand-floated, and the flot was collected on 250 micron mesh 
and air-dried. The flot was scanned with a Leica MZ6 stereo microscope and 
plant material was recorded and provisionally identified. Plant remains were 
recorded on a scale of abundance of 1-5, where 1 is rare (less than 5 items) and 
5 is abundant (more than 100 items). The components of the matrix of the flot 
were also noted. Botanical nomenclature follows Stace (1997). 

3 RESULTS 

3.1 The results of the assessment are shown in Table 1. The only plant remains 
recorded were very rare Juncus sp. (rush) seeds. The sample contained 
abundant charcoal fragments of, primarily Quercus (oak) wood and a 
moderate amount of industrial waste/hammerscale.  Small mammal bone 
fragments were also recorded in the sample. 

4 DISCUSSION 

4.1 The abundant charcoal fragments, industrial waste and small mammal bone 
fragments suggest that the sealed layer contained some element of 
domestic/industrial waste. However, the absence of charred plant remains and 
very limited waterlogged remains means that very little additional data would 
be obtained through further analysis. 

4.2 The charred and waterlogged plant assemblages from other Roman features 
from Chester have proven to be similarly impoverished (OA North 2005, 
2007). 

5 POTENTIAL AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 There is no potential for the further analysis of plant remains from this sample. 
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Context Feature Sample vol. 

(litres) 
Flot description Plant remains Potential 

14 Sealed layer 
below 3rd C 
Roman road 

5 1000ml.  Charcoal 5, 
>2mm (5), Mammal bone 
(2), Industrial waste/ 
hammerscale (3) 

WPR; Weed 
Seeds (1) incl. 
Juncus sp. 
(rushes) 

None 

TABLE 1.  The Wash House, Bluecoat School, Chester.  Assessment of charred and 
waterlogged plant remains. Plant remains are recorded on a scale of 1 - 5, where 1 is 
rare (1-5 items) and 5 is abundant (more than 100 items) 

WPR=Waterlogged plant remains 
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