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Summary

Between the 14th and 21st of April 2020 Oxford Archaeology East undertook
a trial trench evaluation at Plot 113, Great Haddon, Peterborough. A total of
15 trenches were excavated across the site, revealing only modern
consolidation layers and a large construction pit. No finds were recovered.
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INTRODUCTION

Scope of work

Oxford Archaeology (OA) was commissioned by RPS Consulting on behalf of
Roxhill/Newlands Developments to undertake a trial trench evaluation in response to
a planning application for the construction of further industrial units at Peterborough
Gateway, Great Haddon (TL 15338 93518; Fig. 1).

The work was undertaken as a condition of Planning Permission (planning ref.
10/00320/REM) to inform the Planning Authority of any non-designated heritage
assets within the proposed development area. A Written Scheme of Investigation
(WSI) was produced by OA (Moan 2020) detailing the Local Authority’s requirements
and the methodologies for work necessary to inform the planning process.

Location, topography and geology

The development area is located just off Junction 17 of the A1M, to the north-west of
Yaxley and to the east of Haddon. The subject site itself is located on the south-eastern
side of the wider development. It is bounded to the west by Forli Strada, to the south
by Chambers Dole wood and on all other sides by fields.

The site lies at around 20.1m OD and is situated on a bedrock geology of Oxford clay
formation mudstone with superficial head deposits of clay, silt, sand and gravel (British
Geological Survey viewer: http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html,
accessed 29/04/20).

Archaeological and historical background

Summary

A comprehensive archaeological and historical background for the development area
as a whole is discussed in the desk-based assessment (CgMs 2005), upon which the
following summary is based. Given the negative results of the current evaluation these
are not illustrated, although the trenches are shown in relation to the Peterborough
Gateway sites at Plots 210 and 400 on Fig. 2.

Evidence for Neolithic and Bronze Age activity in the area is sparse and restricted to
find spots of flint tools. These include a scraper and four flakes recovered during a
fieldwalking survey undertaken to the south of the site (PHER 51896, Newboult &
Gregson 2007). Several phases of work including fieldwalking and excavation on the
site of the Late Iron Age and Roman farmstead/settlement at Haddon, c. 1km west of
the site (CHER 09748) recovered a small assemblage of around 250 struck flints, a
proportion of which has been suggested to be of Early Bronze Age date (French 1994;
Hinman 2003).

Evidence for Iron Age activity in the immediate area has been revealed just north of
the subject site, the other side of Alwalton Hill, where a Middle to Late Iron Age
farmstead was excavated in 2014 (Stocks-Morgan 2018; Fig. 1) as well as at Haddon,
where a farmstead/settlement (CHER 09748) was established during the mid-1st
century AD (Hinman 2003). Similarly, approximately 2km south of the subject site,

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 1 12 May 2020
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134

1.3.5

1.3.6

1.3.7

extensive evaluation trenching has revealed traces of at least four areas of Middle to
Late Iron Age settlement between the modern A1M and the village of Yaxley (Ingham
2008; PHER 51898 & 51899).

Occupation at the Late Iron Age settlement at Haddon (CHER 09748) continued in the
Roman period, where a large farmstead developed, continuing in use into the mid to
late 4th century AD (Hinman 2003). A Roman bathhouse and associated features were
excavated in the early 1990s, around 1km south-west of the site (Upex 1994; CHER
10384), and has since been suggested to have formed part of a small villa or high-
status farmstead (Hinman 2003, 6).

Plot 400 excavation

Previous excavations to the immediate west of the current site have produced notable
archaeological remains. During 2018 excavations at Plot 400 (Greef 2019; Figs 1 & 2),
to the west of the current site, revealed settlement activity spanning the Middle to
Late Iron Age. Two enclosures situated either side of a north-south aligned trackway
each containing multiple ring gullies and other structural remains. A higher density of
activity was recorded on the eastern side of the trackway where the settlement
appeared to have been reorganised on several occasions, with remodelling of the
enclosures and multiple iterations of the roundhouses identified. Notable
assemblages of Middle to Late Iron Age pottery, animal bone and fired clay along with
a small but significant number of worked stone objects and metal finds were recovered
from the features.

Occupation of the settlement ended at or slightly before the beginning of the Roman
period and the area became the edge of a field system. Background Roman activity in
the area was evidenced by occasional Roman metal objects and small amounts of
pottery recovered from the upper fills of the Late Iron Age ditches.

Plot 210 excavation

The excavation at Plot 210 (undertaken in 2019) revealed that the north-south aligned
trackway identified at Plot 400 continued to the north (Greef 2020; Figs 1 & 2). A large
multi-phase enclosure was also revealed to the west of the trackway containing
roundhouses with associated pits and postholes. A further area to the north along the
trackway exposed a large watering hole and an area of pitting, possibly relating to
another area of settlement located beyond the limit of excavation. As with Plot 400,
the majority of the remains were of Middle to Late Iron Age date.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 2 12 May 2020
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AiMS AND METHODOLOGY

Aims
The project aims and objectives were as follows:

i.  To determine or confirm the general nature of any remains present.

ii. To determine or confirm the approximate date or date range of any remains,
by means of artefactual or other evidence.

iii.  To evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence of
masking deposits.

iv.  To provide — in the event that archaeological remains are found — sufficient
information to construct an archaeological mitigation strategy, dealing with
preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices,
timetables, and orders of cost.

Methodology

The proposed methodology was to excavate a total of 15 trenches measuring 50m x
2m, however, due to the obstructions of linear spoil heaps, a very large bund and a
dumper run, ten of the trenches had to be shortened and/or moved (Fig. 3, Plates 1
and 2). However, the machine, which was provided by the Principal Contractor was
equipped with a 2.5m-wide bucket, so whilst many of the trenches were shorter than
expected, they were also wider. The actual trench dimensions are stated in Appendix
A.

As stated in the WSI (Moan 2020), the clay consolidation layers which had previously
been laid across the site meant that most of the trenches needed to be stepped in
order to safely reach the geological horizon. The trenches were machine excavated
under constant archaeological supervision using a 25 tonne 360° mechanical excavator
equipped with a 2.5m-wide toothless ditching bucket.

All archaeological features were recorded using OA’s pro-forma sheets. Sections were
recorded at appropriate scales and digital photographs were taken of all trenches,
relevant features and deposits.

Site survey was carried out by RTK GPS with SmartNET.
Spoil and features were scanned with a metal detector to aid recovery of artefacts.

No bulk environmental samples were taken during the works as only modern features
were revealed.
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RESULTS

Introduction

The results of the evaluation are presented below. The full details of all trenches with
dimensions and depths of all deposits can be found in Appendix A.

Across the site the natural geology consisted of an orangey yellow clay. No topsoil or
subsoil was identified, having previously been removed by the contractors and
replaced with multiple consolidation layers.

Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good, although there
was some standing water on the site (Plates 1 and 2).

General distribution of archaeological deposits

No archaeological features were present in any of the trenches and no finds were
recovered. The only deposits present were modern. The trenches in the northern half
of the site predominantly contained a large modern construction pit: 1005 (Fig. 3).

Trenches 4, 8 and 10

These trenches all straddled the edge of modern pit 1005. In Trenches 4 and 8, pit
1005 was cut into the natural geology but in Trench 10, the pit cut through a series of
modern levelling layers (Fig. 4, S. 1; Plates 3 and 4). The first of these layers (1000),
overlying the natural, was a dark blueish grey clay that was 0.6m thick. Above this was
a mid orangey yellow sandy clay, 0.16m thick (1001), above which was a further
deposit of 0.2m thick-dark blueish grey clay (1002). Overlying this was a 0.34m-thick
light brownish yellow silty clay (1003), while the uppermost levelling layer was a
further deposit of 0.4m-thick dark blueish grey silty clay (1004), which was cut by pit
1005.

Pit 1005 appeared to have moderately sloping sides and only one fill (1006), a dark
blueish grey silty clay (Fig. 4); it was excavated to a maximum depth of 2.5m but the
base was not identified. Pit 1005 encompassed an area at least 1.5ha in size.

Trenches 1, 5-7 and 11

These trenches were all excavated within the interior of pit 1005 (Plate 5). Here, the
pit was machine-excavated to a depth of 2m, but as was found in other trenches
described above, the base was not identified. The pit was filled by deposit 1006,
similar to the fills described above. In Trench 1, another layer overlay the fill of the pit:
a light yellowish grey silty clay between 0.3 and 0.77m thick.

Trenches 2, 3,9, 12-15

In these trenches, the natural geology was exposed but no archaeological features
were present (Plate 7). Again, the only deposits identified were modern levelling layers
(Plate 6).

Trench 12 and Trench 3 each contained only one modern layer. In Trench 3 this
consisted of a 0.48m-thick light yellowish grey silty clay. In Trench 12, the only deposit
was a dark blueish grey silty clay that was 0.34m thick.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 4 12 May 2020
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3.3.3 Trenches 2, 9 and 13 each contained three modern layers. The basal layer, overlying
the geology, was a dark blueish grey silty clay, 0.35m thick. Above this, in Trenches 2
and 9, was a 0.15m-thick mid orangey yellow sandy clay. In Trench 13 it was a mid
yellowish brown silty clay, 0.3m thick. The upper layer in all three trenches was another
deposit of dark blueish grey silty clay, which measured 0.32m thick.

3.3.4 Trench 14 contained four layers. The base layer consisted of a 0.35m-thick dark blueish
grey clay, followed by a mid blueish grey layer containing frequent chalk inclusions
which also measured 0.35m thick. Above this was a 0.19m-thick mid yellowish brown
silty clay, with the uppermost layer comprising a further deposit of dark blueish grey
clay that was 0.47m thick.

3.3.5 Trench 15 contained five alternating layers of dark blueish grey silty clay and a light to
mid yellowish brown silty clay. Each layer was on average 0.25m thick.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 5 12 May 2020
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DISCUSSION

Limitations of the evaluation

These works were somewhat affected by a couple of factors. Firstly, due the number
of obstructions on the site, the locations of some trenches had to be altered, and
several trenches had to be shortened. Secondly, the site having previously been
stripped meant that the geological/archaeological horizon had probably been
disturbed. Where the natural geology was exposed, dumper ruts and toothed bucket
marks could be seen and in some places the deposits above had been compacted into
the natural (Plate 8).

Archaeological works in neighbouring plots to the west showed the topsoil and subsoil
to have been relatively shallow: the evaluation at Plot 400 found the topsoil to be
0.35m thick with little to no subsoil present (Moan 2018). Therefore, even in the
trenches where the natural was reached, it is possible that the uppermost part of the
geology could have been truncated during the previous topsoil stripping. In the
northern half of the site, the large modern pit (1005), which encompassed an area at
least 1.5ha in size, was found to be over 2.5m deep and thus would have presumably
removed any archaeological features that may have previously been present in this
area.

Archaeological potential

The archaeological works undertaken at Plot 400 and Plot 210, located approximately
200m to the west of Plot 113, revealed evidence for Middle to Late Iron Age and Early
Roman settlement-related activity (Fig. 2). The enclosures relating to this settlement
were orientated broadly north-south and east-west, with a small number of ditches
extending towards the area encompassed by Plot 113. A further similar looking
settlement was also identified during the geophysical survey to the south-east of the
current site (Fig. 1; see Richardson 2016, fig. 10).

The locations of the above remains suggest that a settlement focus could be situated
around every 500m across this area. If this is the case, then the current site lies in an
area of probable agricultural land between several separate settlements. Two phases
of archaeological monitoring (Cox 2016; 2017) on other development plots to the
north of the current site which did not identify any archaeological remains beyond an
unstratified Roman coin (Cox 2017, 11) would support this suggestion. Agricultural
land such as this could contain more sporadic archaeological remains such as field
systems or outlying structures, but it is equally possible that land such as this lay
outside the area once utilised as fields.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 6 12 May 2020
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APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY
Trench 1
General description Orientation ENE-
WSsw
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 16
only modern truncation. Natural geology was not reached. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 1.5
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
100 Layer | - 0.5 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1006 Fill - >1.2 Fill of modern pit 1005 - -
Trench 2
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 35
only modern truncation. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 1
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1000 Layer | - 0.34 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1001 Layer | - 0.2 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1002 Layer | - 0.37 Modern consolidation layer | - -
Trench 3
General description Orientation ENE-
WSsw
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 15
only modern truncation. Over-cut into natural by 0.5m. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 1
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
100 Layer | - 0.5 Modern consolidation layer | - -
Trench 4
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 50
only modern truncation. Natural geology was not reached. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 1.2
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1006 Fill - >1.2 Fill of modern pit 1005 - -
Trench 5
General description Orientation ENE-
WSW
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 50
only modern truncation. Natural geology was not reached. Width (m) 2.5
©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 7 12 May 2020
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Avg. depth (m) 1.3
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1006 Fill - >1.2 Fill of modern pit 1005 - -
Trench 6
General description Orientation ENE-
WSwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 16
only modern truncation. Natural geology was not reached. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 1.7
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1006 Fill - >1.7 Fill of modern pit 1005 - -
Trench 7
General description Orientation ENE-
WSW
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 40
only modern truncation. Natural geology was not reached. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 1.5
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1006 Fill - >1.5 Fill of modern pit 1005 - -
Trench 8
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 50
only modern truncation. Natural geology reached in the southern | Width (m) 2.5
half. Avg. depth (m) 1
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1000 Layer | - 0.08 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1005 Cut - >1.1 Cut of modern construction | - -
pit
1006 Fill - >1.1 Fill of modern pit 1005 - -
Trench 9
General description Orientation ENE-
WSW
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 50
only modern truncation. Natural geology was reached. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 0.9
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1000 Layer | - 0.37 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1001 Layer | - 0.11 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1002 Layer | - 0.3 Modern consolidation layer | - -
©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 8 12 May 2020
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Trench 10
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 50
only modern truncation. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 2
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1000 Layer | - 0.6 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1001 Layer | - 0.16 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1002 Layer | - 0.2 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1003 Layer | - 0.34 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1004 Layer | - 0.4 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1005 Cut - >2.5 Cut of modern construction
pit
1006 Fill - >2.5 Fill of modern pit 1005 - -
Trench 11
General description Orientation NE-SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 18.8
only modern truncation. Natural geology was not reached. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 1
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1006 Fill - >1.3 Fill of modern pit 1005 - -
Trench 12
General description Orientation NE-SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 23
only modern truncation. Natural geology was reached. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 0.3
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1000 Layer - 0.3 Modern consolidation layer | - -
Trench 13
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 36
only modern truncation. Natural geology was reached. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 1.1
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1000 Layer - 0.4 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1002 Layer - 0.34 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1300 Layer - 0.3 Modern consolidation layer | - -
©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 9 12 May 2020
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Trench 14
General description Orientation ENE-
WSsw
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 38
only modern truncation. Natural geology was reached. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 14
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1000 Layer - 0.35 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1002 Layer - 0.47 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1300 Layer - 0.19 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1400 Layer - 0.35 Modern consolidation layer | - -
Trench 15
General description Orientation NNE-SSW
Trench devoid of archaeology. No topsoil or subsoil was present, | Length (m) 42
only modern truncation. Natural geology was reached. Width (m) 2.5
Avg. depth (m) 1.4
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1000 Layer - 0.44 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1002 Layer - 0.31 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1003 Layer - 0.14 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1004 Layer - 0.25 Modern consolidation layer | - -
1300 Layer - 0.2 Modern consolidation layer | - -
©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 10 12 May 2020
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Plate 1: General site conditions

Plate 2: General site conditions
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Plate 3: Trench 8, looking north, showing pit 1005 at the far end

Plate 4: Pit 1005 and modern consolidation layers in Trench 10, looking north-east
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Plate 5: Trench 6, looking north, within interior of pit 1005

Plate 6: Consolidation layers in Trench 9, looking north-west
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Plate 7: Blank Trench 14, looking west

Plate 8: Dumper rut in Trench 14
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