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Chapter 4: The Roman Period 
INTRODUCTION 

Sites of the Roman period were well represented on 
the project and varied in character and date (Fig. 4.1). 
They included features within both Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments at Latton. South of Westfield Farm, other 
features were preserved in situ following the redesign 
of the road (after the Stage 2 evaluation) where it 
crossed the scheduled area (Scheduled Ancient 
Monument 899). No major new sites were discovered, 
most having been identified or suspected from 
cropmarks and the Stage 1 and 2 work. There was, 
however, important new information from the 
excavations, particularly from the roadside settlement 
at Birdlip Quarry (Glos. SMR 11200) where the most 
extensive excavation on the project took place. This 
chapter presents and discusses all the sites with a 
significant Roman element, with the exception of the 
trenches across Ermin Street and Fosse Way/Akeman 
Street, which, together with other sites relating to 
communications, are contained in Chapter 5. 

The square roadside enclosure at Field's Farm, 
Duntisbourne Abbots was almost certainly a funerary 
monument dating to the 1st or early 2nd century AD. 
Adjacent features examined included trackway 
ditches serving Ermin Street at Field's Farm and at 
Duntisbourne Leer, which are described in this chapter. 
At Court Farm, a large area of roadside quarrying was 
shown to be of Roman date, and its relationship with 
the trackway leading to the Roman settlement at Field 
Barn (Wilts. SMR SU09NE303; Scheduled Ancient 
Monument 900) was examined. A number of possible 
Iron Age gullies were also identified and these are 
dealt with in this chapter. Palaeo-environmental 
deposits at Latton 'Roman Pond' (Scheduled Ancient 
Monument 899) were shown to be largely pre-Roman, 
although the subsequent sequence of ploughsoils and 
alluvial episodes, and a series of associated ditches, 
relates to land use in the Roman and later periods. 
These features and deposits are described in this 
chapter while the details of the palaeo-environmental 
evidence are presented in Chapter 8. Further aspects 
of Roman land use in this area are described from the 
site at Westfield Farm, which also contained medieval 
and later features (Chapter 6). Roman features east of 
Latton 'Roman Pond' are also presented along with 
miscellaneous Roman field boundaries from other 
sites. At Weavers Bridge, near Cricklade, part of a late 
Roman site was examined which lay close to the 
point where Ermin Street would have crossed the 
river Churn. 

FIELD'S FARM 
By Steve Lawrence with Andrew Mudd 

Introduction 

The excavation at Field's Farm comprised a rect
angular area measuring 82 m x 9 m positioned to 
examine a series of cropmarks adjacent to Ermin Street 

(Fig. 4.2). These had previously been subject to 
evaluation (Glos. SMR 4682 and 4683). Following the 
removal of the topsoil and a sparse covering of subsoil, 
a number of Roman features and evidence of extensive 
post-Roman wheel ruts (Chapter 6) were revealed. 
A further area of 20 m x 8 m was also stripped of topsoil 
immediately to the north-west confirming the con
tinuation of the Ermin Street roadside ditch but no 
further excavation was undertaken on this area. 

The Roman features primarily consisted of a 
variety of linear ditches and quarry pits (Fig. 4.3). Three 
sections of ditch formed the sides of a small enclosure 
at the south-eastern end of the site. This is interpreted 
as a Roman funerary monument. A possible central 
cremation had been located in the Stage 2 evaluation 
trench. However, this partially excavated feature, 
along with the fourth side of the enclosure, lay outside 
the limits of the excavation, preventing a com
prehensive interpretation of the site. 

Two of the linear ditches, 139 and 140, formed a 
trackway aligned off Ermin Street at an angle towards 
an area of cropmarks and earthworks representing a 
probable Roman settlement located some 400 m to the 
east (Glos. SMR 4682; RCHME 1976, 48). A junction 
between this trackway and Ermin Street was provided 
by a gap in the roadside ditch (138). This junction was 
effectively made redundant at a later date when a short 
ditch section (141) was dug between the trackway 
ditches linking the ends of the roadside ditch. 

A small spread of limestone cobbles (14) sealing 
an earlier backfilled quarry pit was located to the south
west of the roadside ditch and may represent the edge 
of an Ermin Street road surface. Further areas of worn 
limestone cobbles present along the south-western 
side of the roadside ditch are less likely to represent 
Roman road surfaces, although this was not de
monstrably the case. The use of this corridor of land 
parallel to Ermin Street resulted in extensive post-
Roman wheel ruts and wear of the natural brashy 
limestone surface and, as a result, this may have 
acquired the appearance of a worn cobbled surface. 

Square ditched enclosure 137 (Figs 4.3-4.6) 

Three sides of ditched enclosure 137 with an internal 
width of 10 m were exposed adjacent to the line of 
Ermin Street. The north-eastern side of the enclosure 
ditch lay outside the road corridor and consequently 
outside the excavation area, thus it was not possible 
to demonstrate the full dimensions of the enclosure. 
Despite this, the aerial photograph of the site indicates 
that the feature may be rectangular with a north-east 
to south-west internal length of c. 11 m (Plate 4.1). 

The ditch consisted of a single continuous cut 
(contexts OAU 15, 16, 23 and 115, Glos. 614 and 621) 
which had been dug through the upper brashy 
limestone and into the more solid rock of the Great 
Oolite series which was generally encountered 0.6 m 
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Figure 4.2 Field's Farm and Duntisbourne Leer, location of sites and cropmarks. 

below the surface. This resulted in a characteristic 
profile with the base of the ditch acquiring edges of a 
more angular, or often near vertical, character leading 
down to a flat base. The upper part of the profile was 
equally characteristic with the interior edge having a 
visibly steeper slope than the outer edge of the ditch. 
Indeed, the interior side of the ditch was consistently 
15-20° steeper than the outer edge giving the interior 
area an upstanding visual appearance. (Fig. 4.5, 
section 17 and Glos. section; Fig. 4.6, section 20). 

At 3.8 m wide at its lip and 1.4 m at its base, the 
north-western side of the ditched enclosure (Fig. 4.5, 
section 8) was the widest whilst, at a depth of only 
0.85 m, this was also the shallowest, stopping shortly 
after encountering the more solid limestone bedrock 
below the 'brashy' surface rock. The remainder of the 
ditch circuit measured between 3-3.5 m wide at the 
surface and 1 m wide at its base with a consistent 
depth of 1.1 m cutting into the solid limestone. 
Although the differences in the dimensions of the ditch 
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Plate 4.1 Square roadside enclosure at Field's Farm and adjacent Roman trackways, Duntisbourne Abbots. 
The central burial pit is clearly visible as are several of the roadside quarry pits. Reproduced by permission of RCHME 
(ref NMR 824/257). 

varied between the north-western side and the rest of 
the enclosure, the profile remained consistent with that 
described above - the bases at different depths merging 
in a gently sloping fashion. 

Each side of the enclosure contained a broadly 
similar sequence of fills representing the consistency 
of the conditions or activities that occurred in its 
immediate vicinity. Primary silting of the ditch base 
was represented by a mid brown clayey deposit 
containing occasional pieces of degraded limestone 
(112 and the lower part of 62 and 618). This was 
present in patches of varying thickness mostly sitting 
in the base and up the lower edges of the ditch in a 
manner characteristic of the weathering of a freshly 
dug open ditch. Several small and abraded fragments 

of identifiable pottery from this deposit fell within a 
late lst-2nd century range. 

Following an initial phase of primary silting, the 
lower part of the ditch was filled by a mixed limestone 
rubble and silty clay deposit to a depth of 0.3-0.4 m 
(62, 111). Although originally thought to represent 
deliberate backfilling by the levelling of a bank, this 
appears unlikely as the rubble deposits were separated 
in several cases by relatively stone-free lenses of brown 
silt clay (eg. silty lenses included within layers 111 
and 616/617). These indicate that the rubble fills 
were allowed to accumulate over a period of time 
interspersed by more stable periods of silting. Such a 
sequence is more suggestive of the rubble deriving from 
a sporadically unstable surrounding such as a 
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Figure 4.3 Field's Farm, excavation areas and evaluation trenches. 
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Field's Farm, plan of square ditched enclosure 

deposit across the width of the ditch before a final 
compact clayey silting layer levelled the remaining 
hollow (21, 601). Small crushed pieces of limestone 
were incorporated into the upper fill as a result of 
deep wheel ruts running across the fully silted 
ditches to a depth of 0.2 m. 

The preservation of molluscs within the ditch 
fills was variable although high concentrations 
were recovered from the lower rubble fills in the 
base of the ditch. The species present indicate a 
dry open habitat immediately surrounding the 
ditched enclosure (see Robinson, Chapter 8). This 
suggests that the ditched enclosure would have 
been a conspicuous feature in the surrounding 
landscape. 

Roadside ditch 138 also ran along the align
ment of the south-western side of the enclosure 
ditch. The silting sequence, dating and alignment 
of this ditch at the point where it encounters the 
enclosure ditch demonstrates that 138 was cut 
prior to the commencement of the main period of 
silting represented by deposits 61 and 606/627 
and thus existed as a contemporary feature within 
the life span of the enclosure ditch. The enclosure 
ditch had, however, already become partially silted 
by the primary weathering and lower rubble fills 
at this point which necessitated the partial 
removal of the thicker deposits of rubble (111) along 
the south-western ditch to maintain a continuous 
even base along the line of the roadside ditch. 

Internal features (Fig. 4.4) 

A combined area of 77 m" of the interior of the 
ditched enclosure was exposed by the stage 2 
evaluation and excavation, representing 80% of 
the total estimated interior area. A number of 
features were identified, the central focus of which 
was a roughly circular pit (623) surrounded by 
irregular spreads of remnant subsoil. Significantly 
the spreads of remnant subsoil showed signs of 
burning with the largest containing pockets of 
charcoal over-lying the brashy limestone surface 
which had been scorched in situ. 

decaying and collapsing bank which would event
ually achieve an equilibrium that would not result in 
further slumping or erosion into the ditch. 

The presence of a friable brown silt clay deposit 
0.3 m thick (61, 606/627) sealing the lower rubble fills 
marked the transition from the unstable surroundings 
to a period of silting accumulating in the remaining 
ditch void. Occasional small pieces of limestone 
forming thin stone horizons were present within the 
fill (eg. 626) presumably representing the different 
weathering conditions encountered during a pro
longed period of silting. Several sherds from a single 
vessel dating to the 2nd century were recovered from 
this deposit (606) along with a thin folded strip of 
copper alloy. A subsequent layer of more stony and 
compact silty clay (60, 605) sealed the thick silting 

Pit 623 

A roughly circular pit with a diameter of 1.15 m was 
partially investigated during the 1990 evaluation. It 
was situated slightly off-centre towards the north
eastern side of the enclosure and excavation of the 
upper 0.14 m of brown clay silt fill, 609, produced a 
single small fragment of calcined bone and occasional 
inclusions of burnt stone. The upper part of the profile 
was well defined but the pit was not bottomed. 
However, the aerial photograph of the cropmark shows 
a dark 'central' feature within the ditched enclosure 
which corresponds to the location of pit 623. For such 
a feature to show up as a cropmark indicates that it is 
at least as deep as similar features showing to the 
same level of clarity on the aerial photograph 
(Plate 4.1). These include some of the shallower quarry 
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Figure 4.5 Field's Farm, square ditched enclosure 137, sections. 
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Figure 4.6 Field's Farm, square ditched enclosure 137, section 20. 

pits excavated with a minimum depth of 0.3-0.4 m 
suggesting the pit was of similar depth. 

feature means that such an interpretation cannot be 
made with complete certainty. 

Remnant subsoil spreads 

Several irregular spreads of reddish brown silty clay 
subsoil were identified towards the centre of the 
ditched enclosure. These primarily consisted of two 
larger spreads (620 and 632/107) around the southern 
edge of pit 623 with a smaller area (619) situated to the 
east. Spread 620, measuring 1.6 m x 0.8 m, consisted 
of a clean reddish brown clay surviving in a slight 
undulation in the limestone surface around the 
western edge of pit 623. No evidence of scorching or 
burning was discovered in association with this 
deposit. Spread 619 also filled a similar irregular 
shallow depression to a maximum depth of 0.1 m and 
contained occasional flecks of charcoal. 

Potentially the most interesting area of remnant 
subsoil was the largest measuring 2.3 m x 1 m filling 
hollow 632/107 and containing several identifiable 
deposits. The largest component of this area was the 
reddish brown silty clay subsoil as described above. 
Here, however, it consisted of a distinctly darker soil. 
It contained charcoal flecking and occasional small 
pieces of scorched limestone consistent with exposure 
to a high temperature. Several patches of charcoal (108, 
630 and 631) were present within this deposit, directly 
overlying areas of scorched limestone natural 
demonstrating that the burning had occurred in situ. 

Further excavation and sampling of the extreme 
south-western edge of charcoal deposit 108 failed to 
produce any charred remains. The fully excavated 
depth of the hollow reached 0.5 m containing a 
degraded limestone fill (109) in its base. Such a 
sequence of deposits and the irregular nature of the 
feature is more consistent with a burnt-out tree-throw 
hole which would account for the presence of charcoal 
and the scorched in situ surface of the brashy 
limestone. An alternative possibility is that the deposit 
represents in situ cremation or at the very least a dump 
of pyre debris. However, the limited excavation of this 

Roadside quarry pits and quarrying (Figs 4.7-9) 

Several areas of quarrying were located on the site 
ranging from relatively regular sub-circular and oval 
quarry pits up to 3.5 m in diameter to large irregularly 
shaped quarrying areas in excess of 20 m across and 
up to 0.8 m deep. The depth of the quarrying rarely 
exceeded 0.3-0.4 m suggesting that the extraction was 
largely targeted at exploiting the easily removable and 
ready-graded brashy limestone encountered in the 
upper 0.4-0.6 m of the sub-surface geology. Indeed a 
large quarry area (29) 11 m wide and located between 
the two trackway ditches only attained a depth 
of 0.3 m barely skimming the uppermost layer of 
limestone. 

The sub-circular and oval quarries formed a 
roughly linear arrangement of five unevenly spaced 
pits located parallel to Ermin Street. Orientated north
west - south-east, each of these had been extracted to a 
depth of 0.3-0.4 m and backfilled with the remaining 
mixed overburden and residue of crushed limestone 
and silt. Due to their proximity to Ermin Street each of 
the backfilled pits had subsequently been cut through 
by the roadside ditch (eg. pits 37 and 82 cut by ditch 
segments 4 and 81 respectively). Only pit 95 situated 
at the junction between the roadside ditch and 
trackway ditch 140 remained as a broad shallow 
hollow when these ditches were cut. 

In contrast to the pits, the larger area of quarrying 
(88, 515 and 524) located between trackway ditch 139 
and the north-western side of the ditched enclosure 
(15) remained open during the life span of these 
ditches. This was particularly well demonstrated by 
quarry 515 located on the southern edge of trackway 
ditch 523 (Fig. 4.7). With a broad U-shaped profile 3 m 
wide and 0.8 m deep, this formed the northernmost 
component of the large quarry group. Backfilling with 
the mixed overburden and crushed limestone residue 
covered the base of quarries 88 and 515 to a depth of 
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Figure 4.7 Field's Farm, roadside ditches, trackway ditches 
and quarry pits. 

0.25 m leaving a void up to 0.6 m deep over a 
considerable area. A subsequent layer of trampled 
limestone fragment, 513, deriving from the con
struction of the trackway ditch along the northern edge 
of the quarry sealed the primary backfills within 515. 
The lack of a silting deposit between the backfill layers 
and the trample layer suggests that the construction 
of the trackway ditch occurred shortly after the 
extraction and initial backfilling of the quarry. 

A thick silting deposit, 89/512, represented by a 
relatively stone-free layer 0.3 m deep, filled most of the 
remaining void, leaving only a shallow depression. 
This reflects the period of silty accumulation present 
in the upper part of the roadside and enclosure ditches 
across the site attesting to the contemporaneity of 
infilling of the features. This was further substantiated 
by the occurrence of pottery with a 2nd-3rd-century 
date range within layer 89. An upper rubble backfill 
0.15 m thick (511) was spread across the silted quarries 
and trackway ditch before a final accumulation of silt 
(90 and 503) 0.2 m thick levelled the area. 

Roadside and trackway ditches (Figs 4.7-9) 

The 17 m-wide trackway was defined by two paired 
ditches, 139 and 140, aligned east-north-east off Ermin 
Street towards an earthwork and cropmark complex 
to the east. No surfacing was located along the exposed 
length of the trackway which was occupied by an area 
of brashy limestone. Shallow quarrying had extracted 
the upper 0.3 m of its surface. By respecting the 
position of the trackway, the accompanying Ermin 
Street roadside ditch (138) provided a junction 
between the minor trackway and major road route. 
This junction was subsequently blocked by a ditch 
segment, 141, excavated between the trackway ditches 
to effectively make the roadside ditch a single 
continuous ditch. 

Trackway ditch 139 (Fig. 4.8, section 1, Glos. SMR 4682 
Tr. 1 section) 

Ditch 139 defined the southern side of the trackway 
and was traceable as a cropmark for a further 35 m to 
the east of the excavated area, running roughly parallel 
to ditch 140. The southern ditch had near vertical edges 
with a flat base 0.5 m wide and with the upper 0.15 m 
of the ditch splaying to 1.4 m wide at its lip (Fig. 4.8, 
section 1). It was 0.5 m deep, sloping up to a depth of 
0.3 m below the surface of the limestone at the junction 
with the roadside ditch (see below). The difference in 
the excavated depth of the ditches may relate to the 
northern ditch largely being cut into an area of quarry 
pitting. Indeed, further to the east the southern ditch 
(523) does run through such a partially backfilled 
quarry pit and along the northern edge of a large deep 
quarry (515), resulting in the ditch being dug to the 
greater depth of 0.6 m (Fig. 4.8, Glos. section). 

A silty weathering deposit (18) containing pieces 
of limestone spilling off the edge of the ditch filled 
most of it with a secondary limestone rubble backfill 
levelling the ditch to the east (17 and 511). This same 
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rubble layer could also be seen running across the 
partially backfilled quarry 515 demonstrating that this 
large pit had remained open throughout the life span 
of the trackway ditch. 

Trackway ditch 140 (Fig. 4.9, sections 5 and 16) 

Like the southernmost ditch, the northern side ditch 
consisted of a single cut (segments 5 and 96) running 
east-north-east - west-south-west off the line of Ermin 
Street and roadside ditch 138. In contrast to ditch 139 
this can clearly be traced as a distinct cropmark 
sweeping eastward for 400 m towards the probable 
Roman settlement near Field's Farm (Glos. SMR 4682). 

With a narrow steep-sided U-shaped profile 
0.5-0.6 m wide the ditch differed from the more 
V-shaped dimensions of the roadside ditch (138) as 
this turned to the east and ran into the trackway ditch. 
The upper 0.3 m of the ditch splayed to a broad 
shallow profile of varying width as a consequence of 
being cut through a series of partially backfilled quarry 
pits (eg. pits 27 and 95). In a similar fashion to trackway 
ditch 139, this ditch was also shallowest at its junction 
with the roadside ditch (138) where it measured 0.5 m. 
This depth increased sharply over a distance of 2 m to 
a maximum of 1.1 m largely due to it being cut into the 
partially backfilled quarry pits. 

The sequence of deposits filling the roadside ditch 
also continued east into the trackway ditch (Fig. 4.9, 
section 16). This primarily consisted of the lower 
compacted silt and rubble deposit (48 and 97, Fig. 4.9, 
section 5) filling the steep-sided lower 0.4 m to 0.6 m of 
the base. A subsequent layer of silting, 98, containing 
a number of sherds dating to the 2nd century, 
accumulated in the remaining void to a maximum 
depth of 0.5 m thinning to only 0.1 m deep towards 
the east. This levelled the trackway ditch to the surface 
of the partially backfilled quarry pits leaving a broad 
shallow hollow approximately 3 m wide and 0.2 m 
deep along its length. A further silty layer (49 and 110) 
containing small pieces of limestone levelled the 
remaining shallow hollow. 

Roadside ditch 138 (Fig. 4.8, section 2 and Fig. 4.9, 
section 11) 

Two linear ditches formed an alignment along the 
south-western edge of the site parallel to Ermin Street. 
They were separated by a 17 m wide gap where they 
joined the northern (140) and southern (139) trackway 
ditches (above) at their junction with the Roman road. 

The north-western stretch of the ditch consisted of 
a single cut (4) 2 m wide and 0.85 m deep with a flat 
based V-shaped profile cut through several infilled 
quarry pits (Fig. 4.8, section 2). As seen elsewhere on 
the site, the ditch assumed vertical sides towards the 
base as the more solid limestone was encountered 
beneath the brashy surface. The ditch subsequently 
slopes up to a shallower depth of 0.5 m at its south
eastern end where it turned sharply to the east 
into the northern side ditch of the trackway (96). 
Consequently, as the ditch only cuts the brashy 
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Plate 4.2 The roadside ditch at Field's Farm which cut the 
square enclosure in the foreground. 

limestone at this depth, a more rounded profile was 
adopted with an uneven base. A primary deposit of 
compacted silt and rubble filled the ditch to a 
maximum depth of 0.4 m thinning to 0.2 m where it 
ran into the trackway ditch. A more substantial silting 
layer (41 and 98) 0.4 m thick sealed the primary fills 
levelling the remaining hollow across the width of the 
ditch. 

The south-eastern extent of the ditch varied more 
both in its width and its profile. As with the north
western extent, the shallowest point was at the 
junction with the respective trackway ditch (139) 
running to the east. At only 1 m wide, the roadside 
ditch was also at its narrowest here, gradually 
widening to 2.15 m as it approached the south-western 
side of the ditched enclosure (137) and gradually 
deepening from 0.3 m to 0.65 m. Again the deeper 
sections of the ditch cut into the more solid limestone 
displaying near vertical edges towards the base. 
However, a stepped area along either edge of the ditch 
was also present at the uppermost level of the bedded 
limestone. This was due to the ditch being cut into the 
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relatively easily removed fills of the quarry pits which 
had mostly been excavated to exploit the brashy 
limestone. Upon encountering the solid limestone it 
was only then necessary to cut a narrow slot for the 
base of the ditch. 

A primary silty weathering deposit 0.15 m thick 
(79) containing occasional degraded limestone pieces 
filled the base of the ditch along its length (Fig. 4.9, 
section 11). This was subsequently sealed by a layer of 
crushed and degraded limestone fragments 0.2 m thick 
(78). This appears to have derived from the wear and 
weathering of the Ermin Street road surface and 
contained the remains of a single vessel dating to the 
mid 2nd century which had been broken in situ. 
A final silting layer (76) 0.35 m thick and equivalent to 
layers 41 and 98 to the north-west filled the upper 
part of the ditch levelling the remaining hollow. 
A thin stone horizon was situated towards the base of 
this deposit. 

Silting deposits 76 (Fig. 4.9, section 11) and 119 
(Fig. 4.6, section 20) were common to both ditches 138 
and 137, demonstrating that the enclosure ditch (137) 
already existed as a partially silted ditch which was 
incorporated into the line of the roadside ditch 
(Fig. 4.5, section 17). Here the broad profile, 3.5 m wide 
and 0.7 m deep, of the open enclosure ditch was 
assumed by the roadside ditch. The silting deposit, 
25/123, filling the majority of this length of ditch was 
generally thicker (0.6 m) but similarly contained a 
distinct stone horizon towards the base, encountered 
along the remaining length of the roadside ditch. The 
deposit was thicker to the south-west, indicating that 
it was mostly derived from the roadward side of the 
ditch. Some worn cobbles presumably deriving from 
the use of the Ermin Street road surface were also 
incorporated into this layer along the south-western 
edge. Sherds of Oxford Colour-Coated Ware from 
deposit 25 indicate that the ditch was still filling in 
the late 3rd-4th century. 

Roadside ditch segment 141 (Fig. 4.9, section 18) 

Ditch 141 consisted of a single 17 m-long segment 
varying between 1.5 m and 2 m wide tapering to a 
narrow terminal at either end. Situated in the gap in 
the roadside ditch, this effectively blocked the junction 
of the trackway with Ermin Street. 

A profile differing from the main roadside ditch 
was also maintained along its length, with a much 
broader well-defined flat base 0.8 m wide, and with 
edges that varied from near vertical to more irregular 
sloping sides. This was 0.5 m deep at its centre 
becoming shallower at 0.3 m towards the termini and 
was filled by a single silty deposit containing a higher 
percentage of limestone towards the base (70, 100 and 
127). Only a small area at the south-eastern end of the 
ditch exhibited a secondary upper fill (69). Containing 
some small worn cobbles, this probably represents 
weathering of the Ermin Street road surface to the 
immediate south-west. Combined, these deposits 
demonstrate that the ditch was allowed to silt up 
naturally after its excavation. 

Ditch segment 141 was cut while ditch 138 was an 
open feature along the road verge. As the main roadside 
ditch and the trackway ditches were contemporary, 
with the same silting sequence filling the ditches, it 
appears that the trackway was effectively made 
redundant after only a relatively short life span and 
prior to the full silting of ditches 139 and 140. It is 
possible, however, that the blocking ditch was bridged 
to keep the trackway in use. 

Ermin Street road surface (Fig. 4.3) 

The remnants of a possible cobbled surface, 14, were 
found within a sondage cut into the modern road 
embankment to the south of the site. The surface 
survived to a width of 1.4 m across the sondage. It 
consisted of a single course of rounded limestone 
fragments up to 0.10 m in diameter, set into an orange 
brown sandy layer, 22, the sole fill of quarry pit 6, 
which contained some undiagnostic Roman pottery. 
Further areas of cobbling were found in the main 
excavation area just outside the sondage and also in a 
zone close to the southern end of the trench up to 3 m 
long and 0.40 m wide. It is possible that some of the 
areas identified as cobbling were in fact natural 
outcrops of worn stone. However, the concentration 
of stones above a filled quarry is evidence for a metalled 
surface which, while unlikely to be a remnant of the 
lst-century road, appears to be a later surfacing 
parallel to Ermin Street. On the surface was a coin of 
Constantine dated to between AD 330-335 (cat. 217) 
which, if in situ suggests that the surface was in use in 
the 4th century. The coin, however, may have been 
redeposited. 

Post-medieval wheel ruts 

A large number of parallel linear ruts with a steep-
sided U-shaped profile cut the surface of the brashy 
limestone and the upper fills of all the features located 
on the site. As seen elsewhere along the road corridor, 
most notably at Middle Duntisbourne, these were 
aligned parallel to the line of the modern A417 and 
the silted Ermin Street Roman roadside ditch (138) on 
a north-west to south-east alignment. 

The location and orientation parallel to Ermin 
Street suggests that the wheel ruts were a result of 
traffic slewing off the line of the previous Roman road 
surface situated to the south-west of ditch 138. This 
occurrence clearly post-dates the Roman activity on 
the site since each rut cut across the fully silted ditches 
and quarries. A well-preserved horseshoe of late 
Saxon/early Norman-type came from the wheel ruts 
running across the upper fills (20 and 50) of the 
square-ditched enclosure. 

Discussion 

Sequence and dating 

Despite a shortage of pottery and other dateable finds 
at Field's Farm, the stratigraphic sequence provides a 

109 



Excavations alongside Roman Ermin Street, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire 

section 5 

SW section 11 

mollusc sample column 

NE 

7S 219.50m OD 

7^ 220.00m OD 

N 
7S 

section 18 

possible wheel ruts/ modern hedgerow disturbance 
7\ 220.00m OD 

1 m 

scale 1:25 

Figure 4.9 Field's Farm, roadside and trackway ditches, sections. 

110 



Chapter Four 

basis for an interpretation of the development of the 
site. 

The earliest activity was the excavation of the 
roughly linear arrangement of quarry pits, which were 
shown, for the most part, to have been infilled before 
the roadside ditch (138) was cut. These pits may relate 
to the original construction of Ermin Street although, 
to judge by the excavated sondage in the modern road 
embankment, the pits appear to have been set back 
between 5 m and 10 m from the edge of the Roman 
road. There was no dating evidence from the pits 
themselves. It seems clear, however, that the larger pits 
(88 and 29), still further back from the road, were later. 
They were still open when the trackway ditches (139 
and 140) were dug, and these can be shown to have 
filled in at the same time as the roadside ditch. It would 
be logical to see quarry 29 as the latest of all since it 
effectively blocked the trackway and appears to have 
infilled at the same time as the trackway ditches rather 
than earlier. 

It is worth noting that the square enclosure (137) 
was not cut through any quarries. This was evident 
both from the excavation and the cropmarks, which 
show that the quarrying avoided the enclosure, or vice 
versa. This may be taken to imply that the enclosure 
pre-dated the earliest quarrying identified in the ex
cavation. Since the quarrying may not have been 
connected with the original construction of the road, 
it need not follow that the enclosure was as early as 
the mid 1st century, although this is quite likely. The 
only finds from the enclosure ditch came from fill 112, 
and these suggest a late lst-century (or later) initial 
infilling. It is unclear how much reliance should be 
placed upon these sherds, but it can probably be 
concluded that the enclosure was dug within a few 
decades of the road construction. 

Ditch 138 was cut through the enclosure ditch, on 
the same alignment, when the latter had partly infilled. 
A vessel from fill 78 (Fig. 4.9, section 11) indicates that 
the ditch was probably dug in the first part of the 2nd 
century (unless any cleaning out had removed earlier 
deposits). The trackway ditches 139 and 140 were 
clearly respected by ditch 138, which shallowed at its 
junction with them. At face value, this indicates that 
the trackway pre-dated ditch 138. However, since the 
terminals of the trackway ditches coincided with the 
alignment of 138 quite precisely it is possible that the 
layout was designed as a unit. This is plausible if ditch 
138 is seen as a property boundary associated with 
the settlement which the trackway served, rather than 
a 'roadside ditch' in an exclusive sense. Pottery from 
fill 25 (Fig. 4.5, section 17) indicates that the ditch was 
still infilling in the late 3rd century. This seems a long 
duration for the feature unless it were maintained by 
recutting or cleaning. 

The blocking ditch (141), which appears to have 
put the trackway out of use, was cut while ditch 138 
was still open and it filled in together with the other 
ditches. This would appear to indicate that the 
trackway was in use for only a short time, although a 
longer period may be allowed for if ditch 138 had been 
kept clean. The position of quarry pit 29 may also be 

taken as indication that the trackway was not used 
for long, although the dating evidence required to 
substantiate this is not available. 

The latest Roman activity in this area was probably 
the metalled surfacing, 14, found within the sondage 
close to the modern road. On the basis of a single coin, 
this may well have been a 4th-century feature. A 
projection of the line of the Roman road from Ermin 
Street Trench 9 (Burcombe Lane) suggests that this 
metalling extended for up to 8 m from the original line 
of the road itself. This represents a substantial 
widening of the road here, albeit in a rudimentary 
fashion. It is directly comparable to the 4th-century 
metalling at Birdlip Quarry, although the evidence 
from Field's Farm is admittedly flimsier. 

Square ditched enclosure 137 

The excavation of a square ditched enclosure (137) 
at Field's Farm provided the rare opportunity to 
examine a little known class of monument in southern 
England. Previous evaluation of the cropmark had 
defined a central pit (623) thought to represent a 
cremation burial although this was not conclusively 
demonstrated by full excavation (Hoyle 1990, 49). 
The tradition of placing a cremation within a square, 
or roughly square, ditched enclosure was an 
uncommon burial rite in Roman Britain with few direct 
parallels. However, differing types of square or 
rectilinear enclosures are recognised as being used as 
funerary monuments at varying times spanning the 
late Iron Age to late Roman periods. These can broadly 
be separated into three periods represented by 
differing classes of enclosure. The earliest of these 
dating to the immediate pre- and post-Roman 
conquest periods were the richly furnished cremation 
deposits of the late Iron Age often set within rectilinear 
ditched enclosures exhibiting entrances. Such 
examples can be seen at King Harry Lane, St Albans 
(Stead and Rigby 1989) and Skeleton Green (Partridge 
1981) although both these enclosures are larger than 
the example at Field's Farm and contain groups of 
cremations rather than a single one. The arrival of 
Roman burial rites witnessed the introduction of a 
variety of funerary practices including the placing of 
a single cremation within a ditched enclosure. 
An excavated example bearing close similarities 
to the monument at Field's Farm is the continuous 
square ditched enclosure at Roughground Farm, 
Lechlade (Allen et at. 1993), which contained a central 
cremation in a pottery jar dating to the early 2nd 
century. Later examples of funerary enclosures include 
a small, 3 m-square enclosure of the late 3rd-4th 
century containing several cremations at Barrow Hills, 
Radley, Oxon. (Boyle and Chambers in prep.); and 
inhumation burials within continuous square 
enclosures possibly as late as the early 5th century at 
Queenford Farm, Dorchester-on-Thames (Chambers 
1987). At Poundbury, Dorset, there are three examples 
on the outskirts of a large late Roman cemetery, 
probably occupying a roadside location (Farwell and 
Molleson 1993). 
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The interpretation of the monument must be 
tempered by the fact that the central feature was only 
partly excavated and could only be tentatively defined. 
However, the example at Roughground Farm provides 
strong comparative evidence that the enclosure at 
Field's Farm was a funerary monument associated 
with a cremation burial rite practiced from the 1st-
early 2nd century. At Roughground Farm a continuous 
ditched enclosure measured c. 6 m and is comparable 
not only in plan and date, but also as the interior 
displayed evidence that the soil within the enclosure 
may have been removed as part of the burial rite. This 
was followed by the burning of a structure around the 
cremation leading to the deposition of a dark spread 
of soil around the backfilled cremation pit (Allen et al. 
1993, 53). Burnt patches of soil and limestone present 
within enclosure 137 suggest that a similar burial rite 
may have taken place. 

A comparable cropmark exists to the south-east at 
Daglingworth Quarry (Glos. SMR 4783) positioned 
on the north-eastern side of Ermin Street. This exhibits 
the same characteristics as the Field's Farm cropmark 
with a central feature set within a roughly square 
continuous enclosure 11-12 m across. The cropmark 
at Daglingworth Quarry occupies a roadside location 
set back some 20-30 m from the actual edge of Ermin 
Street on a slight rise in the ground. Situated only 3° 
km outside Cirencester on the route along Ermin Street 
to Gloucester, this enclosure would have been a 
conspicuous feature in the landscape. It has been 
suggested that the Tar Barrows, situated 0.5 km north
east of the Verulamium gate of Cirencester may also be 
early Roman in date (Darvill and Holbrook 1994, 53), 
although this interpretation, often made in order to 
support speculation that the original line of the Fosse 
Way ran this way, lacks concrete evidence. 

The placing of cemeteries and monuments along 
major routes, that is, outside towns and on the entry to 
villa estates, was a regular practice throughout Roman 
Britain (Jessup 1959; Collingwood and Richmond 
1969). The visual role of a roadside funerary monument 
was clearly an important aspect governing its 
construction and the Ermin Street roadside location 
was one of the most prominent characteristics of the 
enclosure at Field's Farm. Also, a trackway was 
located to the immediate north of the enclosure running 
towards a small settlement (Glos. SMR 4682) some 
400 m to the east (Fig. 4.2). Thus the ditched enclosure 
was situated on a major route in and out of Cirencester 
and at the junction with a trackway leading to a 
contemporary settlement. The visual function of the 
monument was further established by the profile of 
the enclosure ditch. Being dug into the white limestone 
this would clearly have been a very visible feature, 
and this was further enhanced by the much steeper 
internal edges of the enclosure giving the central area 
a prominent appearance. 

Of similar interest is a poorly understood example 
of a cremation set within its own square walled 
enclosure located to the north-west of Bath Gate just 
outside Cirencester (McWhirr et al. 1982, 21, fig. 2, 
mf 515). This consisted of a late lst-century cremation 

placed within a pottery urn which had been set below 
a thin platform spread of stones and surrounded by a 
small walled enclosure measuring approximately 
6.5 m x 6 m. The enclosure was situated some 20 m off 
the line of the road leading north-west past the 
amphitheatre on the western side of the town and the 
cremation was placed towards the north-eastern side 
of the enclosure. Several similarities with the Field's 
Farm monument are apparent. Although the overall 
monument constructed around the cremation 
differed, the construction of a square walled enclosure 
effectively mirrors the construction of the ditched 
enclosure above the ground, except with a limestone 
wall instead of a ditch cut into the limestone. The 
similar date and appearance of these monuments 
suggests that they probably derived from the same or 
similar customs defining a cremation funerary ritual 
in the late 1st to early 2nd century. 

The examples discussed above are all from a 
relatively limited geographical area within Gloucester
shire. Comparative examples further afield are very 
rare. The only example of probable early Roman date 
is that at Handley, Dorset (White 1970) where a square-
ditched enclosure containing a central cremation was 
covered by a slight barrow mound. This was situated 
on the edge of a trackway leading into a ditch and 
bank earthwork at Gussage Hill. Again the monument 
was placed in a very prominent position attached to 
the side of a trackway at the entrance to an earthwork 
enclosure complex. Although the excavator remained 
uncertain of the date of the monument, he attributed it 
to the local cultural groups because of the assumed 
slow rate of Romanization on Cranbourne Chase 
(White 1970, 31). A contrasting view may see it as an 
outward display of Roman influence in the area. 

The large earth barrows containing single crem
ation deposits are often associated with a wealth of 
grave-goods. This, combined with their spaced 
distribution, led to the early suggestion that they were 
the graves of the local aristocracy descended from the 
local tribal chiefs or notables (Collingwood and 
Richmond 1969, 169). The late Iron Age cremation 
burial traditions as seen in Catuvellanian sites at 
Skeleton Green, Puckridge and King Harry Lane, 
Hertfordshire (Partridge 1981; Stead and Rigby 1989) 
also demonstrate the commemoration of burial within 
ditched enclosures. However, these burials display a 
markedly different burial rite. The groupings 
of cremations within enclosures with a primary 
cremation as a focus suggests that some form of social 
or familial relationship was maintained after death 
and represented in the placing of the burial within the 
enclosure. Essentially the cremations can be seen to 
represent family and kinship ties. The individual 
cremations and roadside monuments of the early 
Roman period, however, show a clear break from the 
native tradition and in doing so display a clear 
message to the observer of the Roman nature of the 
burial. Philpott (1991, 217) defines this difference 
between native pre-Roman cremations and those of 
Roman influence in terms of the items included in 
the grave and the commemoration of that grave. 
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Continental grave furnishings and cinerary urns not 
normally used in native cremation groups are taken 
as the primary indicator of a Roman grave with a 
greater emphasis tending to be laid upon the com
memoration of the dead in the form of a surface 
monument . In addition the occurrence of immigrant 
grave furniture and burial rites is taken 
as an adoption of Roman culture by the native 
population. Although lacking grave goods other than 
a Roman cinerary container, the occurrence of the 
ditched enclosure monuments within roadside 
contexts would appear to form part of the adoption of 
a Roman way of life in the region. The placing of such 
a monument at a key point along Ermin Street ensured 
that it was viewed on a regular basis, with the 
monument being imposed on the passing observer 
rather than requiring special occasions to visit it. 
In doing so a very clear message was being com
municated of the Roman affinity of the monument. It 
is likely, although it cannot be demonstrated, that this 
was an aspect of the Romanization of local traditions 
rather than an expression of imposed Roman 
authority. 
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DUNTISBOURNE LEER: ROMAN TRACKWAYS 
By Steve Lawrence with Andrew Mudd 

Introduction 

Two separate areas, Area 1 (23 x 21 m) and Area 2 
(23 x 30 m) were situated 223 m apart and excavated 
to examine two pairs of parallel linear ditches which 
aerial photographs and the Stage 2 evaluation 
demonstrated were trackways or minor roads running 
at right angles to Ermin Street (Fig. 4.2). The cropmarks 
show that the trackway ditches in Area 2 (Glos. SMR 
4677) continue some 200 m south-west to a Romano-
British building (Glos. SMR 3644). Those in Area 1 
(Glos. SMR 11203) appeared to be more complex 
with several recuttings. The prehistoric features 
encountered in Area 1 are described in Chapter 2. 

Area 1 (Fig. 4.10) 

Trackway ditches 48 and 50 

Two parallel linear trackway ditches were cut into the 
limestone bedrock. The internal distance between 
the two ditches measured 7.5 m. Ditch 48 was exposed 

for 13.9 m and petered out at its north-eastern end 
where it had probably been truncated by later 
ploughing. Three segments were hand-excavated 
and showed the ditch to be about 1 m wide and up 
to 0.48 m in depth (Fig. 4.11, section 2, segment 16). 
It was filled with a reddish brown silt with 20-
50% inclusions of natural limestone and contained 
no finds. 

Five segments were hand excavated across 
ditch 50. The south-western half of the ditch was 
similar in character to ditch 48, (c. 0.72 m wide 
and 0.30 m in depth). Midway along its length it 
gradually widened and deepened to a maximum 
of 2.2 m in width and 0.50 m in depth. The deepest 
section at the north-east end revealed some gradual 
filling followed by the latest fill, 21, a substantial 
number of large slabs of natural limestone 
(Fig. 4.11, section 8, segment 25). These limestone 
slabs (up to 0.35 m across) were steeply angled 
into the ditch and perhaps deliberately deposited. 
The steep profile into which the limestone slabs 
were pitched may have been the result of recutting/ 
cleaning at the north-eastern end of ditch 50, 
although this is not entirely clear. There were no 
finds in the ditch. Its north-eastern end was cut 
away by a modern feature (7) with a fill of topsoil. 

Cobbling 12 (Fig. 4.10) 

An area of worn limestone cobbling, 12, was 
exposed in a slight hollow at the bottom of the 
slope adjacent to the present dry stone boundary 
wall. The cobbling (10 x 5 m) appeared to be 
confined to a natural silty hollow. Further west 
the surface could be traced by wear in the top of 
the exposed limestone bedrock and the con
tinuation of the wheel ruts cutting into the natural 
limestone. The cobbles varied in size but were 
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Figure 4.11 Duntisbourne Leer, Area 1, sections. 

typically 60 x 60 x 30 mm. Manganese staining had 
turned the upper exposed surface of many cobbles a 
dark grey colour. The scars of wheel ruts were 
orientated north-north-west - south-south-east 
running approximately parallel to the present dry 
stone boundary wall. They were too shallow (30 mm) 
to have any distinct profile but were 0.10-0.15 m in 
width. The longest rut was traced for 5.5 m. A section 
through the cobbles exposed the natural silt deposits 
below and illustrated that these cobbles were a laid 
surface rattier than the result of traffic wearing the 
natural limestone surface. 

The cobbled surface was originally thought to be 
the remains of metalling associated with the two 
trackway ditches (48 and 50). However, the cobbling 
and worn bedrock ran across the projected line of 
trackway ditch (48), and, if the ditch originally 
continued in this direction, this would indicate that 
the cobbling post-dated the trackway. It seems likely 
that later ploughing had truncated ditch 48 as well as 
some of the cobbling and the location of the original 
terminal of the ditch remains unknown. Isolated 
patches of cobbling were also seen on the edge of ditch 
50 but the relationship between the two was unclear. 
Later ploughing had probably removed any other 
cobbles in this area. In the hollow the cobbles were 
sealed by a ploughsoil, 11 (Fig. 4.11, section 8), which 
contained a medieval pottery sherd (late 12th-14th 
century) and in another ploughsoil (5), possibly the 
same as 11, there were two post-medieval sherds and 
an undated iron hook. 

There seems little doubt that the rutting and 
smoothing of the cobbled surface and natural 
limestone can be attributed to medieval and later traffic 

on the margin of Ermin Street. The wheel ruts ran 
approximately at right-angles to the trackway and are 
clearly unrelated to it. However, the date of the cobbling 
itself is less clear. Although it lies on the projected 
alignment of trackway ditch 48, it is by no means clear 
that the ditch ever extended that far and the cobbling 
may have been more or less contemporary with the 
ditches, providing a firm surface near the junction of 
the trackway and Ermin Street. Alternatively the 
cobbling may be post-Roman, and within the context 
of road construction in this area, it is likely to date to 
the turnpike era (ie. 18th century) rather than being 
substantially earlier. 

Quarry 20 (Fig. 4.10) 

A large quarry feature was situated 3 m north of 
trackway ditch 48. It was irregular in plan and 
measured over 13 x 10 m, its full extent was unclear as 
it continued beyond the limit of Area 1. A large section 
(5.5 x 1.6 m) revealed a wide irregular bottomed feature 
measuring 0.62-0.86 m in depth. A mixed fill of 
decayed limestone and lumps of limestone (19) was 
overlain by a mix of silt and limestone which formed a 
distinct horizon and occurred either flat or at a slight 
angle, suggesting deliberate backfilling. In contrast, 
the latest fill (17) was a limestone-free deposit which 
produced an undated abraded tile fragment. No other 
finds were recovered from 20. The 1990 evaluation 
section across this feature (Trench 3, cut 444) mistook 
the quarry for the northern most trackway ditch and 
two abraded Roman pottery sherds were found. The 
date of the original quarrying may, therefore, be Roman, 
although a post-Roman date is also possible. 
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Area 2 (Figs 4.12-4.13) 

Trackway ditches 238 and 239 

Two parallel linear trackway ditches were cut into the 
limestone bedrock and ran north-west - south-east at 
right angles to Ermin Street. The internal distance 
between the two ditches measured between 12 and 
13.7 m. Ditch 239 measured 1.5 m in width and 0.60 m 
in depth. Three hand-excavated sections across it 
revealed a V-shaped profile with a deeper 'trough' in 
the bottom which contained the primary fill. The 
primary fills had a high proportion of limestone and 
were typically a 50 / 50 mix of reddish brown silt and 
lumps of natural limestone. The fill of the deeper 
trough was very similar to the natural bedrock and it 
was not immediately apparent as a fill until finally 
excavated. Interestingly, the mid-section of ditch 239 
(Fig. 4.13, section 16, segment 208) contained a thick 
lens of redeposited natural light green clay, 206, sloping 
in from the south side. Superficially this appeared to 
be the bottom of the feature but further excavation 
revealed the deeper profile and fill 207. Although 
possibly caused by natural erosion the clay did 
not have an obvious derivation. The later fills, in 
contrast to the primary fill, had fewer limestone 
inclusions. A lst-century sherd of early Severn 
Valley ware was recovered from fill 205, some way 
down the ditch profile above the primary fill. One 
early Saxon pottery sherd from the latest fill (229 
in segment 233) indicate that the ditches must still 
have been open in the period AD 450-850. 

Three hand-excavated sections across ditch 
238 revealed a slightly irregular U-shaped profile. 
Two of the sections (furthest away from Ermin 
Street) indicate recutting on the outside of the 
ditch. The sections suggest the earliest cut was 
similar to the other ditch (239), as it had a steep V-
shaped profile with a depth of 0.80 m. The recut 
resulted in a shallower ditch 0.50 m in depth and 
2.2 m in width with a wide U-shaped profile and 
a slightly rounded bottom. This recut was not 
apparent in the section nearest to Ermin Street 
where the ditch narrowed to 1.3 m. The primary 
fill of ditch 238 yielded one tiny Roman pottery 
fragment and the latest fill (214) contained 
fragments of a probable hipposandal (Table 7.51) 
and a sherd dated no earlier than the 2nd 
century AD. 

Superficial discrete remnants of a cobbled 
surface, 234, occurred on the inside and outside 
of ditch 238, but the relationship with the track
way ditch was unclear. The cobbling probably 
corresponds to that identified in the evaluation 
and recorded in the ditch section as well as 
between the two ditches. Since the cobbling post
dated the partial silting up of the ditch it was 
suggested that it represented a re-surfacing of a 
well-used roadway or the improvement of an 
unmetalled trackway. None of the ditch sections 
excavated in Area 2 contained well defined bands 
of cobbles within their upper fills and no further 
evidence of a cobbled surface was seen. It therefore 

seems that the metalling was either quite localised and 
random, or largely eroded away. It does, however, seem 
likely that it belongs, with the trackway ditches 
themselves, to the Roman period. The trackway is 
traceable as far as the present minor road to Duntis-
bourne Abbots, ignoring both medieval and post-
medieval landscape features, and it seems unlikely 
that it was re-used in these later periods. However, the 
presence of early Saxon pottery shows that the ditches 
were still partially open in the post-Roman period. 

Discussion 

The excavations have confirmed a Roman date for the 
trackway in Area 2 (Glos. SMR 4677), which can be 
interpreted with reasonable confidence as a minor 
road linking a Romano-British site of uncertain, but 
presumably not insignificant, status (Glos. SMR 3644) 
to Ermin Street (Fig. 4.2). The width between the ditches 
(over 12 m) would have allowed for two-way traffic. 
There is little doubt that the surface of the road was 
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Figure 4.13 Duntisbourne Leer, Area 2, sections. 

metalled to some degree, but the surviving metalling 
was found to be extremely limited and it remains 
unclear whether it was originally continuous between 
the ditches, and whether it was part of the original 
construction or a later improvement. 

The dating evidence was limited to a few sherds, 
but there is some indication that the roadway was 
long-lived. There seem to have been at least two 
episodes of ditch digging, the initial, deeper ditch 
having at least partly silted up before being redug. 
There is no good dating for the first episode, but it 
probably took place in the 1st or 2nd century on the 
basis of the pottery. The lst-century sherd from the 
later cut can be assumed to have been redeposited, but 
this is not certain, and it remains possible that the 
first episode was both very early and short-lived. The 
ditches were then recut, probably in the later Roman 
period. The early Saxon pottery from the upper fill 
indicates that the maintenance, if not the actual re
instatement, of the roadway could have been very late 
indeed. Any further confirmation of the dating can 
only come from an examination of the Roman 
settlement which the roadway served. 

The results of the excavations in Area 1 (Glos. SMR 
11203) were inconclusive and, although a Roman date 
for the trackway ditches appears likely purely on the 
basis of the site's type, no supporting evidence was 
retrieved. There are as yet no indications of a Roman 
site which the trackway might have served, which 
means that there is not even any circumstantial dating 
evidence and further investigations are required to 
clarify its date and function. 

COURT FARM 
By Steve Lawrence with Andrew Mudd 

Introduction 

The site, situated immediately opposite Court Farm, 
Latton, fell along the extreme south-western boundary 
of Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) 900. The 
known remains within this portion of the road corridor 
spanned the Neolithic to post-medieval periods, 
although the vast majority of archaeological remains 
related to Roman activity on the site. This primarily 
consisted of very dense quarry pitting along the edge 
of Ermin Street and the south-western end of a 
trackway defined by a recut pair of ditches. The 
trackway led to an extensive area of settlement 
cropmarks concentrated 450 m to the north-east in the 
corner of the SAM boundary (Wilts. SMR SU09NE303). 
Both the position of the main trackway ditches and 
the extent of the dense quarry pitting had been 
previously demonstrated by aerial photography 
(Plate 4.3) and geophysical survey (CAT 1995; 
GeoQuest 1995) and are shown on Figure 4.14. 

Earlier activity on the site was represented by the 
occurrence of residual prehistoric pottery within the 
fills of the Roman quarry pits and trackway ditches. 
Several early prehistoric sherds were present although 
these were generally very small and abraded. The 
larger component of the prehistoric assemblage covers 
the middle to late Iron Age and the quantity of this, 
albeit mostly in residual contexts, suggests that 
features of this date were present prior to being 
removed by the dense quarry pitting. Indeed, several 
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Plate 4.3 Roman settlement at Field Barn near Court Farm, Latton. Dense Roman quarrying can be seen flanking Ermin 
Street (top right) and respecting the ditched trackway leading to the settlement. Reproduced by permission of RCHME 
(ref. NMR 973/219). 

gullies and probable pits of Iron Age date had survived 
truncation at the south-eastern end of the site where 
the quarry pitting became more dispersed (Fig. 4.15). 
Further possible pre-Roman gullies were located 
towards the centre of the site although these were not 
visible on the surface plan due to being masked by the 
increasingly dense quarry pitting. 

A variety of linear features post-dating the Roman 
activity were also located across the site, most of them 
probably representing cultivation furrows. These were 
aligned north-east to south-west perpendicular to 
Ermin Street cutting across the infilled quarry pits. 

Each had been subsequently truncated by the 
construction of the Thames and Severn canal along 
the north-eastern edge of Ermin Street. Further features 
associated with the canal were situated parallel to its 
north-eastern edge. Of these, a well constructed stone 
field-drain coincided with the location of two SMR 
entries (Wilts. SMR SU09NE304 and 305) which had 
previously recorded the presence of a stone building 
of Roman date. These records can now be regarded as 
erroneous as the present excavations have demon
strated an absence of surviving Roman structures 
in this area. 
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Figure 4.14 Court Farm, location of site and cropmarks. 

118 



Chapter Four 

$ 

cZP 

pit 123 

b ^ f U . P " 119 
pit 35 
pit 116 

p=j Post-Roman 
I ditch 

pit 82 

figure 4.19 
pit 52 

Roman? [JJ 

Roman?! 

pc 

figure 4.16v 

Iron Age 
gullies 

425, 427,' 
429 & 431 

pit 339 

figure 4.21 
gullies 
279,281,283 

Roman? 

Pi t11-r£§, 

i 
•p i t 440 
: pit 437 

section 68 
pits 399,353,348 
pits 326,328, 

332,334 

M 
pit 141 

Post-Roman? 

Roman? 

tf 
pit 163 

Roman? 

pit 364 

l . _ 

;— Post-Roman 

Thames and_ 
Severn Canal 

pit 137 

evaluation trench XVI-
pit467 

Roman trackway 
ditches 

possible trackway-
ditches 

pits 258 and 262 
Roman? 

n 
4i 

y 
_ . i 

?N 

r~K? 
Q | 

pit 174 

pit 265 

0 | 
figure 4.18 

Roman? 

pit 24 

Latton-Blunsdon water pipe 
and associated ruts 

| Iron Age 

| Roman 

J Roman quarries 

I Post - Roman 

J Post-medieval 

50 m 

scale 1:1000 

Figure 4.15 Court Farm, general site plan. 

119 



Excavations alongside Roman Ermin Street, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire 

Residual prehistoric pottery 

A number of residual sherds spanning the early and 
late prehistoric periods were recovered from a variety 
of Roman contexts across the site. The early prehistoric 
period was represented by only four sherds (see 
Barclay, Chapter 7). Each of these was poorly 
preserved, small and abraded and located in residual 
contexts. Similarly, five small undiagnostic flint flakes 
were recovered from later contexts across the site. 
Although the occurrence of such a small group of 
artefacts in residual contexts is of little value in 
furthering an understanding of this period, it does 
add to a growing amount of evidence of early 
prehistoric activity in the immediate area. This has 
previously been demonstrated by the discovery of a 
Neolithic pit containing flints and burnt fragments of 
antler (Wiltshire Archaeology and Natural History 
Magazine 1977/78, 203; Wilts. SMR SU09NE100). 
Cropmark and geophysical evidence may suggest a 
ritual aspect to this activity with ring ditches located 
to the north-east of the pit (Fig. 4.14, Wilts. SMR 
SU09NE601 and 602). 

The later prehistoric assemblage consisted of a 
larger and more coherent group of pottery. The majority 
of this was represented by middle-late Iron Age forms 
although two decorated vessel sherds recovered from 
the fills of trackway ditch 490 (segment 243, Fig. 4.23) 
were suggestive of an early Iron Age element. The 
considerable quantity of residual sherds representing 
the middle-late Iron Age were mostly found within 
Roman lst-century quarry pits and often exceeded the 
quantity of Roman finds. With this level of residual 
material it is clear that the quarry pitting had truncated 
and removed earlier features across the area. As the 
site was only subject to sample excavation it is also 
apparent that a number of features, rather than a few 
isolated ones, must have existed for such a residual 
assemblage to occur with this consistency across 
the site. A suggestion of the type of activity was demon
strated by the presence of several features of probable 
pre-Roman date located towards the edge of the quarry 
pitting. These for the most part consisted of shallow 
gullies truncated by quarry pits although some of the 
pits may also have been of pre-Roman date. 

Late prehistoric curvilinear/linear gullies 
(Figs 4.16-17) 

Several linear and curvilinear gullies were located 
towards the south-eastern end of the site. The main 
group of these, clearly visible on the surface plan, 
consisted of four linear gullies forming two probable 
phases of paired gullies each terminating at their 
northern end. The primary phase, 425 and 429, 
extended 7 m into the excavation area from the southern 
edge. Of these, the eastern gully (425) was slightly 
wider at 0.75 m tapering to 0.5 m wide whereas the 
western gully (429) remained consistently 0.5 m wide 
along its length. Both attained a maximum depth of 
0.2 m with a rounded profile and were filled with a 
single brown silty clay deposit. Although it was not 

pitting 

5m 
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Figure 4.16 Court Farm, plan of later prehistoric gullies. 
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Figure 4.17 Court Farm, sections through later prehistoric 
gullies. 

possible to demonstrate conclusively that these gullies 
existed as a pair, the similarities in dimensions, 
alignment and fill type would suggest that they were 
associated. The subsequent recutting of both gullies 
along their western edges similarly suggests that these 
were paired features. 

The recut gullies, 427 and 431, were slightly more 
substantial than their predecessors at 0.95 m and 1.1 m 
wide respectively and 0.3 m deep. Both gullies, 
displaying similar rounded profiles, terminated to the 
north short of the primary phase gully terminals. A 
primary weathering deposit (432) and a secondary 
fill (433) were contained within the slightly larger gully 
whilst a single deposit filled the eastern gully (428). 
Of these, the upper fill in gully 431 consisted of the 
same brown silt clay deposit as encountered within 
gully 427. Over twenty Iron Age limestone-tempered 
sherds were recovered from the terminal of gully 427 
supporting a pre-Roman date for these features. More 
significantly, the orientation of these gullies in relation 
to Ermin Street suggests that they probably pre-date 
its construction as later linear features gen
erally respect its alignment either in a parallel or a 
perpendicular fashion. 

Towards the south-eastern end of the dense quarry 
pitting a number of pits and postholes were located 
around the gullies. The surface plan shows that at 
least one of these pits was truncated by gully 425 whilst 
a further small pit, 450, truncated gully 425 but pre
dated the recut gully 427. The group of pits along the 
eastern edge of gully 425 was not excavated. As a result 
it was not possible to demonstrate any substantial 

difference between these pits and the 
lst-century quarry pitting. 

Further gullies of a similar character 
were located towards and within the 
area of dense quarry pitting. Of these 
an isolated 7 m long section of curvi
linear gully (415) was located 25 m to 
the north of the paired gullies and just 
before the main concentration of the 
quarry pitting. Gullies within the area 
of dense quarry pitt ing were only 
identifiable through excavation as they 
were not visible at surface level due to 
extensive truncation by the quarrying. 
As a result only very limited remains of 
these survived (Fig. 4.21, Fig. 4.22, 
sections 66 and 74, contexts 279, 281 
and 283) and no finds were recovered. 
However, the fills of the quarry pits 
truncating these did contain a pro
portionally larger number of Iron Age 
sherds than other more isolated 
quarry pits. 

Quarry pitting 
(Fig. 4.20, sections 30 and 68) 

The largest group of features revealed 
across the site consisted of intercutting 
gravel quarrying pits. Although these 

extended along the length of the excavation parallel 
to the line of Ermin Street, the densest areas were 
situated either side of the primary trackway ditches 
489 and 490 (Fig. 4.23). Due to their density only a 
selected sample were excavated to demonstrate their 
morphology, date range and extent. 

Possibly the most conspicuous feature of the 
quarrying was its extensiveness with a concentration 
within 120-150 m either side of the trackway. Its extent 
was only partially revealed in the excavated area, but 
an earlier geomagnetic survey of a wider area had 
identified a mottled geophysical terrain across the 
centre of the site. This clearly corresponded to the 
quarry pitting, showing that it extended up to 100 m 
along the length of the trackway occupying the angle 
between either side of the trackway and Ermin Street 
(Fig. 4.14). This is also apparent from cropmark 
evidence (Plate 4.3). The line of the trackway was 
respected by the pitting although this did extend up 
to the edge of the ditches, even truncating the earlier 
phase in the case of pit 213 (Fig. 4.24, section 64) which 
probably hastened the infilling of the primary ditch. 

The sequence of pits, where they intercut, displayed 
a pattern of a new pit being dug in close proximity to 
the backfilled remains of another, resulting in the 
complexity of the surface plan (Fig. 4.18). Indeed, in 
many circumstances the overburden from the newly 
excavated pit was used to backfill the earlier pit. As a 
result one edge of the earlier pit was truncated by its 
successor and this ensured that the maximum 
quantity of gravel was extracted from the immediate 
vicinity. This also created a rather general pattern of 
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Figure 4.18 Court Farm, plan of pit group 99-109. 

pitting not immediately clear on the surface. Section 
68 (Fig. 4.20) clearly demonstrates this with a 
progression of the quarrying from north to south as 
each pit was excavated in turn. Although this was not 
a rigid pattern of extraction, a similar method also 
produced arcs of pits such as can be seen with pit 
group 35, 37, 114, 116, 119 and 126 (Figs 4.19-4.20). 

All of the pits were sub-circular or oval in plan 
although they did vary considerably in size and depth. 
The smaller pits, of less than 1 m diameter, tended to 
be more circular with a shallow bowl-shaped profile. 
These were only excavated 0.1-0.3 m into the gravel 
often containing two distinct fills. The shallow 
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Figure 4.19 Court Farm, plan of pit group 35-126. 

primary fills covering the base of the pits consisted of 
a loose silty gravel resulting from the disturbance of 
the natural during extraction (eg. Fig. 4.20, 118, 121, 
122, 125 and 128 - section 30). A single backfill of a 
mixed gravelly brown silt clay levelled the remainder 
of each pit. The largest pits often attained a diameter 
in excess of 3.5 m and differed from their shallow 
counterparts with near vertical or steep sloped sides 
and a very regular flat base. However, these also 
displayed the same sequence of fills representing 
backfilling with the mixed overburden soil. Due to their 
size, the larger pits contained a series of backfills and 
tip layers clearly exhibited by pit 348 rather than a 
single event. 

Finds were generally sparse within the backfills 
with only seven contexts producing more than ten 
sherds. However, a consistent assemblage of pottery 
was represented with most sherds being closely 
datable to the 1st century AD. Few other finds were 
recovered, although these include a well-preserved, 
complete penannular brooch (Fig. 7.22.523) from fill 
132 of pit 174 (Fig. 4.15). A similar example has been 
discovered from Cirencester in a context dating to 
between AD 49 and 70 /5 (Mackreth 1982, 92, 
fig. 27, 17). 

Trackway ditches 489 and 490, and surface 304 
(Figs 4.23-24) 

A series of distinct paired linear features aligned north
east - south-west were clearly visible following the 
stripping of the topsoil and buried ploughsoils. The 
larger of the features, 489 and 490, corresponded to 
the location of a previously identified cropmark 
(Wilts. SMR SU09NE615). This consisted of a 5 m-wide 
ditched trackway running from Ermin Street towards 
a rural settlement located 450 m to the north-east at 
Field Barn. After becoming fully silted the primary 
phase of ditches 489 and 490 were recut along their 
length removing all but the outer edges of the earlier 
ditches. Faint traces of wheel ruts were also present 
associated with the narrow trackway of ditches 489 
and 490. 

A third pair of shallower features, 488 and 491, 
may have defined a much broader phase of trackway 
15 m wide that remained centered upon the primary 
trackway. These 'ditches' had not been previously 
located on the aerial photographs and it seems they 
may not have extended the full length of the earlier 
trackway ditches. They were stratigraphically late 
features and it is possible that they were plough 
furrows rather than ditches, although they were deeper 
than any of the other furrows identified on site and 
their symmetrical location with respect to trackway 
ditches 489 and 490 is remarkable. They are regarded 
as possible ditches although more evidence is required 
to confirm this status. 

Primary trackway ditches 489 and 490 

A parallel pair of linear ditches running north-east -
south-west defined the primary trackway between 
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Plate 4.4 Extensive spread of Roman quarry pits at Court Farm, Latton. The Latton-Blunsdon water pipeline (unexcavated) 
runs the length of the trench. 

4.5-5.5 m wide. Excavation of these ditches showed 
that two phases of ditch were present with a secondary 
phase recut defining a slightly narrower trackway 
than its predecessor. Being recut along the line of the 
earlier ditches, these had also removed a substantial 
amount of the primary phase ditch profiles and fill 
sequences. 

Only a 0.5 m wide section of the primary phase 
ditch (Fig. 4.23, Fig. 4.24, segments 195, section 64, 
205 and 394, section 71) survived along the north
western edge of 489. The ditch maintained a uniform 
straight side sloping between 45° and 55° with a 
rounded base slightly flattened along the centre of the 
ditch. A variation in the uniform profile existed to the 
north-east where the ditch displayed a slightly 
shallower gradient along its upper edge (205). The 
ditch attained a maximum depth of 0.7 m at the north
eastern end gradually shallowing to 0.4 m as it 
approached the line of Ermin Street to the south-west. 

A variety of fills were encountered within the 
primary cut of 489. Although the exposed length of 
ditch was only 17 m the individual fills were specific 
to each excavated section and did not form part of a 
consistent silting sequence stretching along the length 
of the ditch. However, each deposit shared a common 
characteristic of having a high gravel content. Of these 
only the primary fill, 206 (segment 205, not illustrated), 
consisted of a grey silty sand characteristic of the 

weathering of the sides in an open ditch. This 
coincides with the existence of a slight weathering 
cone along the upper edge of segment 205. The 
remaining gravelly deposits (196, 198, 207, 208, 395 
and 396) were contained in a mixed orange-brown 
silt clay more indicative of backfilling or infilling 
occurring as a result of disturbed soil being in close 
proximity to the ditch. This, it would appear, was 
largely a result of the disturbance caused by the 
quarrying activity that was occurring along the edge 
of the ditch. As a result of this the ditch quickly became 
infilled with the loose spoil created by the quarrying. 
The only exception to this sequence was fill 197 
(Fig. 4.24, section 64) consisting of a silty clay which 
lacked any inclusions. Although this does represent a 
silting period, its singularity within the fill sequence 
suggests that infilling occurred over a relatively short 
span with little opportunity for periods of silting. 

The corresponding south-eastern ditch (490) of the 
primary phase trackway similarly survived as a 0.5 m 
wide section which had largely been truncated along 
its inner edge by the recutting of the ditch on the same 
alignment. This ditch was consistently shallower than 
its counterpart, 489, although it shared the same 
characteristic of being deepest at its north-eastern end 
and gradually becoming shallower towards the south
west. The deepest section of the ditch (243) attained a 
depth of 0.52 m with a neatly defined rounded base. 
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Figure 4.21 Court Farm, plan of possible Iron Age gullies 
279, 281 and 283 cut by quarry pits. 

This sloped up to 0.3 m deep at its south-western end 
maintaining a straight side angled at 45° along its 
length but with most of the base having been removed 
by recurring. 

Fewer fills were present in the primary cut of ditch 
490 than in the accompanying cut of 489. The fills 
were predominantly of a mixed gravelly composition 
reflecting the rapid nature of the infilling of the ditch 
as also encountered in ditch 489. Indeed a single fill, 
242, was responsible for the levelling of the complete 
ditch void to the north-east whilst gravelly fill 406 
(Fig. 4.24, section 71) similarly levelled the ditch to the 
south-west. Several sherds dating to AD 50-100 were 
recovered from the single backfill of segment 243 
which also included a residual decorated sherd of 
possible early Iron Age pottery (see Timby, Chapter 7). 

The existence of a quarry pit (213) cut into the side 
of ditch 210 prior to the ditch recut (217) demonstrates 
that the quarrying activity was occurring during the 
primary phase (Fig. 4.24, section 64). Also, the 
secondary ditch truncated all the quarry pits along its 
edge, further demonstrating that the quarrying pre
dated the recutting of ditches 489 and 490. This 
re-inforces the view that the quarrying located along 
the immediate edge of the trackway primarily took 
place during the earlier phase which, due to their 
proximity and the loose mixed spoil created during 
quarrying, led to the rapid infilling of the ditches. 

Recut trackway ditches 489 and 490 

Following the deposition of the upper fills which 
levelled the primary phase of trackway ditches, both 
were recut to define a slightly narrower trackway 
between 4.25 m and 4.5 m wide. In both cases only the 
outer edge of the primary phase ditch survived to a 
maximum surface width of 0.5 m with the recut of 
ditch 490 generally truncating more of the primary 
phase fills than that of ditch 489. 

The recut of ditch 489 varied more in its profile 
than the primary cut although it mirrored the depth of 
the primary cut along its length being deepest to the 
north-east at 0.7 m and becoming shallower to the 
south-west at 0.4 m. The exterior edge of the ditch 
remained consistent with a straight side angled 
between 50-60° with a well defined rounded break of 
slope to the base of the ditch. The inner edge varied 
more between a gentler slope (segment 232) and a much 
steeper, near-vertical edge (Fig. 4.24, section 71). In each 
case the base of the ditch was rounded, undulating 
slightly across its width. In spite of the variation in 
profile, the ditch maintained a width of 1.8-1.9 m 
narrowing to 1.4 m towards the south-west cor
responding with the shallowing of the ditch. 

In contrast with the sequence of gravelly deposits 
infilling the primary cut, the recut ditch contained a 
sequence more representative of prolonged periods of 
silting. The number of individual deposits in each 
section varied between two and four although all were 
silty, with sandy and gravelly lenses sitting in the base 
of the ditch to a depth of less than 0.1 m (233, 398, 
571). These were followed by secondary and tertiary 
fills of a similar character with an increasingly higher 
clay content and lesser amounts of gravel, each 
forming an evenly deposited layer between 0.15-0.2 m 
thick in the ditch (234, 235 and 399, 400). As the south
western end of the ditch was shallower than the 
remainder, fill 400 levelled the void at this end. A final 
layer, 236, levelled the ditch to the north-east. This 
sequence of silting fills also existed in the central 
section of the ditch although only two fills, both 0.3 m 
thick, represent the entire sequence at this point (202 
and 203) with very little gravel in either deposit 
(Fig. 4.24, 564). 

The accompanying recut of ditch 490 was similarly 
dug 0.5 m inside the line of the primary phase ditch. 
This also matched the north-western ditch in its 
dimensions being 1.7-1.9 m wide and 0.65 m deep 
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repair surfacing deposit between the trackway ditches. 
This was not a consistent deposit along the length of 
the trackway, however, and most of the loose silty 
gravel present probably represents the churned upcast 
of the natural substrate resulting from traffic, rather 
than any purposeful surfacing. No other traces of 
surfacing were present along the length of the 
trackway. 

(225) narrowing to 1.2 m wide and 0.4 m deep at its 
south-western end (401) (Fig. 4.24, section 71). With a 
broad splayed U-shaped profile this recut maintained 
a more symmetrical profile than its counterpart. A 
generally flattened base existed along its length being 
slightly more rounded in cut 225 than in the well 
defined flat base of cut 217. 

A similar sequence of silting fills was present in 
the recut of ditch 490. Here the primary fill varied 
between clayey (218 and 402) and more sandy (224) 
deposits but with each containing distinctive lenses 
of gritty sand and gravel demonstrating the process of 
silting and weathering throughout the ditch. A 
secondary fill (219) similar to the primary silting was 
deposited in cut 217 before a thick layer (220 and 223) 
up to 0.4 m deep sealed the lower fills levelling the 
north-eastern end of the ditch. This sequence of upper 
fills did not continue through to the south-western 
end of the ditch where two gravel fills (403 and 404), 
probably deriving from the truncated primary phase 
fills, levelled the ditch. 

Trackway ruts and repair surfacing 304 

A series of narrow parallel linear ruts (305) were 
located between trackway ditches 489 and 490. These 
directly cut the underlying natural gravel to a 
maximum depth of 0.15 m varying between 0.1 m and 
0.3 m wide. Each of the ruts was filled with a loose 
silty gravel deposit 304 which may have formed a 

Possible trackway ditches 488 and 491 

Linear features 488 and 491 were both cut into the 
dense backfilled quarry pitting that lined the edges of 
the earlier phase trackway. These features appeared 
to define a much broader trackway 15.5 m wide, 
centered upon the earliest trackway. 

Feature 488 comprised a single cut 1.2 m wide 
truncating a series of backfilled quarry pits to a 
maximum depth of 0.3 m. The feature maintained a 
sharply defined profile with straight sides sloping at 
45° and a flat base varying between 0.5 m and 0.6 m 
wide. This terminated to the south-west as an ill-
defined shallow rounded hollow only 0.1 m deep. A 
single mid-brown gravelly silt clay (173 and 139) filled 
the length of the feature, becoming slightly more 
gravelly towards the base of the fill where it was cut 
directly into sand and gravel natural rather than into 
the backfilled quarry pits (136). 

The accompanying south-eastern feature (491) had 
a matching profile and fill sequence along its length, 
with a shallow terminal at its south-western end. Only 
the very base of the ditch survived at the extreme north
eastern excavated section due to later plough furrow 
disturbance (293) but the rest of the feature attained a 
depth of 0.22 m and was 1 m wide. A similar gravelly 
mid-brown deposit filled the length of the feature (276, 
296 and 410/412). Again a more gravelly silting fill, 
275, existed as a primary weathering deposit at 
the point where the feature was cut directly into 
gravel (274). 
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Figure 4.23 Court Farm, plan of trackway ditches. 

It remains unclear whether these features were 
Roman or later, and whether they were ditches or 
plough furrows. Their depth and symmetrical dis
position with regard to trackway ditches 489 and 490, 
led to their interpretation in the field as later trackway 
ditches. However, a broader view of both the geo
physical and cropmark evidence indicates a clear 
pattern of plough furrows, approximately 15 m apart, 
across the field. It is possible that the features were 
relatively deep and narrow examples of these although 
the individual features are not evident as cropmarks 
or geophysical anomalies. 

Discussion 

Quarrying 

The excavations at Court Farm principally revealed a 
dense alignment of quarry pits alongside Ermin Street. 
These were selectively sampled, and the evidence was 
sufficient to demonstrate that at least a substantial 
amount, if not all, of this quarrying was of Roman 

date. This conclusion is supported by the way in which 
the quarrying respected the ditched trackway which 
led from Ermin Street to the Roman settlement at 
Field Barn (SAM 900; Wilts. SMR SU09NE303). 
Circumstantial evidence would indicate that the 
quarrying was related to the construction and/or 
repair of Ermin Street and can be assumed to have 
started in the mid 1st century AD, although this cannot 
be demonstrated archaeologically. The date range of 
the Roman pottery can be accommodated within the 
Neronian/Flavian period but may extend to the early 
2nd century at the latest. It is reasonable to assume 
that this is indicative of the general date of the 
quarrying, although, of course, it could reflect 
the background scatter of rubbish available for 
redeposition, and the quarrying itself may have 
continued without new finds being incorporated. On 
the whole this appears unlikely. While a few quarry 
pits contained exclusively Iron Age pottery (Table 7.12), 
this was shown stratigraphically to be residual like 
most of the other Iron Age sherds. 
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The Roman quarry pits were generally small and 
shallow, and sub-circular or irregular in shape. This 
suggests a fairly small-scale, ad hoc, approach to gravel 
extraction which may be accounted for by the desire 
to move the material a minimal distance to where it 
was needed as the road progressed, rather than 
working a 'face', which would perhaps have been 
the more efficient method of actually acquiring the 
material. It is interesting to note, however, that 
the cropmark and geophysical evidence indicates 
that the quarrying was concentrated, both in extent 
and density, either side of the trackway which led to 
the settlement at Field Barn. This probably indicates 
that the quarrying was intended to supply a surface 
for the trackway (for which there is some, but very 
little, surviving evidence), as well as Ermin Street. It 
could further imply an association between the 
settlement and the road, through, for instance, the 
owner allowing, or being in a position to benefit from, 
the extraction of gravel from his land. 

The trackway 

The pair of recut trackway ditches defined a narrow 
trackway, 4.5-5.5 m wide, which cropmarks show 
running to the Roman settlement at Field Barn. 
Although little useful dating evidence was recovered 
from their fills, the ditches were respected by the quarry 
pits and must be within the general chronological 
range of those features, if not earlier. It is difficult to 
disentangle the elements of the cropmark complex 
which the trackway served. It is reported that 
the settlement probably contained two buildings 
(information from Wilts. SMR), although these, and 
the 'pavement' recorded by Aubrey in 1676, may 
belong to the later phases of settlement. Part of a triple-
ditched possible enclosure is clearly visible on aerial 
photographs. Whatever the form or nature of the 
settlement, it may, on present evidence, be assumed to 
have had lst-century (or even earlier) origins and to 
have regarded its links with Ermin Street to be of some 
importance. 

LATTON ROMAN POND' 
By Steve Lawrence with Andrew Mudd 

Introduction 

Situated within Scheduled Ancient Monument 899 to 
the west of Latton village, the 'Roman Pond' site lay 
on the first gravel terrace approximately 200 m north 
of the river Churn. The site occupied a low depression 
defined until recently by two curving field boundaries 
(Plate 4.5; Fig. 4.25). The western boundary has since 
been straightened. An evaluation trench excavated as 
part of the Stage 2 programme of works (CAT 1991b, 
Trench XIII) had identified a peaty layer up to 0.5 m 
thick extending along the base of the low lying ground. 
This had been interpreted as the basal fill of a pond 
with a number of Roman sherds found within it 
spanning the l s t -4 th centuries suggesting con
temporaneity with the rural settlement complex to the 

north (Wilts. SMR SU09NE351; Plate 4.4 and Fig. 4.25). 
Due to the potential importance of the relationship 
between the settlement and the possible pond, the peat 
deposit was to be excavated as three longitudinal 
strips 10-12 m wide and 120 m long within the line of 
the road corridor (a southern, central and northern 
strip labelled as areas S, C and N respectively -
Fig. 4.26). Each strip was separated by 1 m-wide baulk 
sections with further baulk sections across the width 
of the centre strip to demonstrate the full extent and 
the vertical stratigraphy of the deposits. In addition 
each strip was excavated in two stages, initially down 
to the level of the peat deposit which was recorded in 
situ followed by a secondary strip to the level of 
the gravel. 

The excavations indicated that the 'pond' was 
actually part of an extant palaeochannel which had 
been subjected to prolonged waterlogging and episodic 
flooding. This was reflected not only in the peat deposit 
but in several episodes of alluviation above and below 
the peat. The peat deposit was found to be a largely 
pre-Roman feature without significant finds. The only 
archaeological features identified within its limits 
were three ditches, each filled with organic peaty 
deposits and alluvial clays. Further sequences of 
ditches were found to the west, defining the boundary 
between the higher gravel terrace and the lower ground 
occupied by the relict stream course to the east. 

Although this re-interpretation meant that much 
of the significance of the peat deposit in relation to the 
Roman settlement was lost, the environmental 
potential of the pre-Roman deposits was high. 
Incremental samples for macroscopic plant remains 
and mollusca, and column samples for pollen were 
taken and are reported on elsewhere (see Robinson 
and Scaife, Chapter 8). These were taken inde
pendently of the main excavation and were recorded 
separately. An interpretative summary of the strati-
graphic and environmental sequences from the 
analyses is presented below in Figure 4.30. 
The stratigraphic units used in these reports are 
designated below Macro and Pollen respectively. 
A radiocarbon sample of seeds from the base of the peat 
(Macro 506) gave a date of 2943 +/- 63 BP (1365 to 929 
cal BC at 95% confidence level, NZA 9119, R24151/19). 

Environmental sequence and soil accumulation 
(Figs 4.27-30) 

Two distinctive sequences of layers were present 
across the site divided by the recut series of ditch 
boundaries (boundary group 430, Fig. 4.26). The 
position of this boundary defined the line between 
marginal and good land in terms of its arable quality 
and this was reflected by the differing soil types located 
to either side. The western side was exclusively 
occupied by a series of ploughsoils dominated by two 
thick upper horizons, 107 and 108, with the thin 
remains of two further ploughsoils surviving 
beneath these. Several plough furrows were also 
associated with these soils, running up to the line of 
the boundary ditch. 
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Figure 4.25 Latton 'Roman Pond' location of excavation area. 

130 



Chapter Four 

Plate 4.5 Cropmarks of the Iron Age and Roman settlement south of Westfield Farm, Latton. The 'Roman Pond' is the 
area of rough ground defined by curving field boundaries. The focus of Roman occupation is clearly visible in the centre of 
the picture. To the left, the rectangular enclosure on a different alignment is Iron Age. Reproduced by permission 
of RCHME (ref NMR 883/195). 

In comparison, the layers occupying the low lying 
area of the shallow palaeochannel to the east of the 
boundary were more diverse. The lower layers 
consisted of a main peat deposit, 113 (Fig. 4.27. sections 
1, 22, 26 and 40), and several alluvial clays. There is 
evidence that the upper surface of the peat was 
ploughed. However, the marginal nature of this 
ground for arable agriculture remained and was 
reflected by the occurrence of an alluvial layer, 140 
(Fig. 4.27, sections 1, 22 and 26), overlying the lower 
ploughsoil. Later the area was subject to occasional 
inundation and appears to have remained wet pasture 
or meadow. 

Ploughsoil sequence to the west of boundary ditch 430 

The earliest ploughsoil to the west of the ditch 
sequence was represented by a 0.15 m-thick disturbed 
interface with the underlying gravel (contexts 201, 
291/298, 359). This had a mixed clayey gravel 
composition deriving from the patchy clay alluvium 
existing to the west of the ditch boundary on the gravel 
terrace. The westernmost group of ditches, 429 
(Fig. 4.26) (below) cut this soil layer, as did a number 
of broad furrows filled with a gravelly ploughsoil 
which were aligned perpendicular to the ditch. Ditch 
299 and posthole alignment, 425, were also cut 
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through the surface of this layer within area SI. 
A second similar ploughsoil, 146/349, with fewer 
gravel inclusions overlay the lower ploughsoil in the 
central and northern areas partially sealing the infilled 
primary ditch 165/383 in boundary group 430. 

The most substantial ploughsoil horizon, layer 108, 
sealed both the furrows and the two earlier plough-
soils attaining its greatest depth of 0.4-0.5 m at 
boundary ditch 430. This boundary was represented 
by six ditch cuts (below) and the ploughsoil was 
truncated by the latest ditch in the sequence, 326 / 403, 
while clearly sealing the third ditch, 166/299/415. It 
remains unclear whether this ploughsoil horizon 
relates to the fourth or fifth boundaries or, indeed, both. 

A modern arable ploughsoil, 107, constituted the 
uppermost layer. As a 0.3 m thick homogenous mid 
greyish brown friable soil darker than the underlying 
ploughsoil, this was clearly distinguishable extending 
up to the line of the modern field boundary which 
marked its eastern extent. The two upper ploughsoils 
over the gravel at the north-western end of the site 
generally had a lower clay content than those to the 
south-east which, being situated across the low-lying 
area of the extant palaeochannel, consisted largely of 
alluvial clays. 

Peat deposit 113, alluvial layers and buried ploughsoils 

Lying to the east of ditch series 430, the relict stream 
course was shown to have a shallow profile, 
approximately 80 m wide and 0.6 m at its deepest, 
dipping slightly from the north-east towards the main 
channel of the river Churn lying to the south-west. 

The base of the channel was occupied by a 0.2 in-
thick layer of yellowish brown alluvial clay, 191/364/ 
Macro 507/Pollen 515, which graded up to a greyer 
clay, 181/263/363/Macro 506/Pollen 514, towards the 
peat horizon above (Fig. 4.30). The alluvial clay lay 
mainly in the base of the channel where it remained 
unbroken as a thick layer, whereas to the west of 
ditch boundary 430 it became patchy and thin, 
demonstrating that the fields to the side of the channel 
largely remained above the water level. Plant remains 
indicated that a dry fen scrub or carr had existed within 
this hollow. 

Following the deposition of the alluvial clay, 
persistent wet conditions prevailed and a rise in the 
water table resulted in waterlogging. This led to the 
accumulation of a distinctive dark brownish black 
clayey peat (layer 113/macro 505/pollen 513) which 
reached a maximum depth of 0.3 m within the lowest 
lying ground of the palaeochannel. The pollen 
evidence indicates an episode of general tree clearance 
in the catchment area while the peat was forming. A 
number of sherds, spanning the 2nd-4th centuries, 
were recovered from the surface of the peat deposit, 
showing that the final phase of peat accumulation 
occurred during or shortly before the Roman occ
upation represented by the cropmarks to the north of 
the site. A second phase of tree clearance, marking the 
transition to Pollen Zone 3, took place at around this 
time although it is not possible to place it precisely. 

Ditch 427 (below) was dug through the surface of the 
peat towards its western edge with an embankment 
along the drier side. 

A distinctive mixed ploughsoil (112), extending up 
to the line of boundary ditch 430, sealed the peat 
deposit. This had a mottled appearance consisting of 
three very clear components, a yellowish brown silty 
clay, a grey clay and pockets of peat to a total thickness 
of 0.2 m. The peat component had been dragged up by 
the plough from the surface of the underlying 
layer but the two further clay deposits must have 
accumulated above the peat before further ploughing. 
With their homogenous appearances and lack of 
inclusions the clays may represent at least two 
individual alluvial episodes post-dating the peat. 
Although a relatively large assemblage of Roman 
sherds (35 sherds, 364 g) was recovered from 112, it 
remains unclear if these were solely derived from the 
surface of the underlying peat or were incorporated 
during Roman or later ploughing. A single, tiny post-
medieval sherd can probably be ignored as intrusive. 
Certainly 112 was associated with one of the earlier 
ditches in boundary series 430 as a subsequent alluvial 
layer, 140, had been deposited before the fourth ditch 
in the sequence (ditch 168/329/409) was cut. 
However, the association between boundary and 
ploughsoil had been removed by the recuts. 

The marginal nature of the area was demonstrated 
by a further alluvial episode, layer 140/Macro 504? 
and 503/Pollen 512, sealing the early phase of arable 
cultivation on the low lying ground represented by 
mixed ploughsoil 112. This siltier orange brown 
alluvium was present across the area, being thickest 
at 0.15 m along its north-western extent and becoming 
patchy across the centre of the palaeochannel, where 
most of the deposit had been incorporated into the 
overlying soil 149. 

Unlike the earlier ploughsoil, the alluvially derived 
soil 149 (Macro 502/Pollen 511), above 140, formed a 
consistent layer 0.2 m thick across the site. Although 
this overlay the infilled ditch 168/329/409 (ditch 
group 430) and the recut 328/404, it probably formed 
throughout the life-span of these boundaries. The 
uppermost layer consisted of similar clayey soil, 160 
(Macro 501/Pollen 510). Up to 0.3 m thick, this too 
had an alluvial origin, being noticeably more clayey 
than its counterpart on the western side of boundary 
430. The molluscan evidence indicates that both these 
upper soils formed under damp grassland, prone to 
occasional flooding. However, both soils contained 
an even distribution of fine stones, and had clearly 
been ploughed, although, as the snails indicate, the 
field had never been under an arable regime. The 
RCHME aerial photograph, taken in 1975, (Plate 4.5) 
shows that the land had not been ploughed at that 
stage. It is likely that ploughing relates to the more 
recent cultivation of improved grassland. 

Linear ditches and field boundaries 

A number of ditches of varying size ran across the site. 
The largest of these was a sequence of six successively 
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Figure 4.26 Latton 'Roman Pond', plan of excavated features. 

recut ditches, ditch group 430, defining the same 
boundary between the higher gravel terrace to the west 
and the lower lying ground to the east. These ditches 
formed a consistent boundary with each ditch being 
cut from a higher level than the previous one as 
successive ploughsoils accumulated to the west while, 
alluvially derived soils accumulated to the east. 
Remaining in the modern landscape until very 
recently, this boundary had been represented by a 
hedge line. The eastern limit of the former channel 
was defined by an active drainage ditch similar to 
those in ditch group 430. The only other ditches 
situated on the rise of the gravel terrace were two 
intercutting broad shallow ditches, group 429, located 
7 m to the west and following the same north-south 
alignment. 

Three further ditches, 426, 427 and 428, were 
situated to the east of group 430. Each of these was cut 
into the peat that had accumulated along the line of 
the relict channel, although only ditch 427 was 
cut from its surface, and a thin ploughsoil had 
accumulated before ditches 426 and 428 were cut 
almost parallel to it. 

Ditch 427 (Fig. 4.27) 

A continuous broad linear ditch, 427, (segments 221 / 
268/317/393), aligned slightly more east-west than 
the other north-south ditches, was cut through the 
surface of peat deposit 113 along the centre of this 

area of low-lying ground. It was accompanied by a 
slightly raised peat bank, 248, (Fig. 4.27, section 22) 
along its western edge derived from the ditch upcast. 
Extending up to 2.6 m from the edge of the ditch, 
subsequent ploughing represented by buried plough-
soil horizon 112 had spread this deposit over a wider 
area whilst similarly removing the full height of the 
bank. The ditch generally maintained a uniform 
profile 0.5-0.6 m deep and 2.1-3 m wide with a broad 
flattened base and uniformly sloped sides. The 
exception to this was at the extreme northern end of 
the ditch (393) where it widened to in excess of 5 m 
whilst becoming shallower at 0.3 m deep. 

A peaty deposit (224/270/316/394) filled the 
length of the ditch. Two fills were differentiated 
towards the southern end where the lower part 
contained slightly more inclusions of sand, gravel and 
limestone flecks. The occurrence of peat in the ditch 
suggests that standing water was present throughout 
its existence. Occasional moving water would have 
passed along the ditch during wetter periods 
accounting for the coarser inclusions in the deposit. 
This also occurred in ditch 428 situated at the edge of 
peat layer 113 to the west, and in the accompanying 
ditch 426 which was recut along the line of 427 after 
ploughsoil horizon 112 had sealed the previous ditch 
and bank. Eleven sherds (109 g) of pottery, dating to the 
2nd^ith centuries, were recovered from the peat filling 
the ditch (270 and 394). Three similarly dated sherds 
were recovered from the surface of the peat layer 113. 
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Ditches 426 and 428 (Figs 4.28-29) 

Two parallel linear ditches (426 and 428) aligned 
north-south and spaced 23 m apart were cut through 
the surface of buried ploughsoil horizon 112 and into 
peat deposit 113. The eastern ditch, 426 (segments 276, 
392, 396), crossed the line of earlier ditch 427 cutting 
its fills and the bank along its western edge before 
terminating 2 m into the southern area (276). The 
western ditch, 428 (segments 220, 381, 418), similarly 
terminated to the south (418), 4 m into the southern 
area of excavation. Ditch 428 maintained a well 
defined U-shaped profile 1.5 m wide and 0.45 m deep 
filled with a dark silt (226/391). This slightly peaty 
fill was interleaved with a band of grey alluvial clay 
demonstrating the wet character of the contemporary 
surroundings. 

The eastern ditch, 426, was less well defined than 
its western counterpart (428) with a general depth of 
only 0.2 m and a variable and often uneven profile. In 
spite of this, the ditch had a consistent width of 1-1.2 m. 
It did attain a depth of 0.5 m through the central area 
with a more uniform U-shaped profile resembling that 
of the western ditch, 428. However, this was only 
present for a short section where it crossed the line of 
an earlier ditch, 427, and terminated (276). It contained 
a silty clay, similar to that in the western ditch. 

Ditch group 430 (Fig. 4.28) 

A series of six intercutting ditches formed the major 
land division across the site at the topographical divide 
between the raised gravel terrace to the west and the 
lower lying ground to the east. The difference in height 
was demonstrated by the comparative level of the 
underlying gravel surface which sloped up from 
80.60-80.98 m on the western side of the ditches, 
whilst sloping down from 80.57 m to 80.21 m to the 
east. This difference marks the distinction between 
fertile and marginal land in terms of its potential for 
cultivation, with the differing sequence of layers 
present either side of the ditches clearly showing that 
this remained the case throughout history. The 
boundary was successively re-established from its 
creation until the present day where it remains as a 
division between arable land and pasture matching a 
corresponding boundary on the south-eastern side of 
the relict stream channel (Plates 4.4-5). 

Ditches 165/383 and 180/322/382 were the 
earliest in the sequence and the associations between 
the ploughsoil horizons and the ditches suggested 
that 180/322/382 was the primary cut of the two. 
Ditch 165/383 truncated an earlier ploughsoil which 
may have related to the earliest ditch. 

The primary ditch (180/322/382) had a distinctive 
broad flat-based profile 1.8-1.9 m wide penetrating 
the underlying gravel to a depth of 0.5-0.6 m. This 
was filled by a single dark grey clayey deposit 
suggestive of frequent flooding along the ditch. This 
was a regular occurrence as subsequent ditches often 
exhibited similar clayey fills with clear alluvial 
episodes repeatedly present in the layer sequence to 

the west of the boundary, represented for instance 
by layer 140. 

The subsequent recut, 165/383, was only identified 
in the northern and central excavation areas. Its 
southern extent had been truncated by later ditches as 
the boundary was successively recut. At 1.5 m wide 
this was one of the smaller boundaries in the sequence 
although it attained a similar depth to the other ditches 
at 0.3-0.4 m with a splayed U-shaped profile. A grey 
clayey deposit, 171/399, filled the base of the ditch to 
a depth of 0.2 m again suggestive of regular or 
prolonged flooding. A further silty clay alluvial fill 
occupied the top of the ditch and was sealed by a thin 
clayey ploughsoil horizon, 146/349. 

Situated between the two earlier boundaries, the 
next ditch in the sequence (166/299/415), possessed 
a very similar profile to that of the earliest with a 
distinctive well defined flat base and straight sides. 
Again the primary fill of this was similar to the deposits 
contained within the previous ditches with a 
predominately clayey composition containing some 
humic material (238/339/416). However, it was at this 
point that the sequence changed from exclusively 
alluvial to mostly plough-derived deposits. With a 
much more silty composition and a distinctive reddish 
appearance the upper fills (237/338/413) contrasted 
with the grey clays of the alluvial sequence. This 
process was vividly demonstrated by the existence of 
a later ploughsoil, 108, up to 0.35 m thick sealing the 
ditch and of similar appearance to its upper fills. Two 
post-medieval pottery sherds were recovered from the 
ploughsoil. 

Replacing ditch 166/299/415, the largest boundary 
in the sequence had a 3.2 m wide and 0.55 m deep 
uniform rounded profile (168/329/409). The greater 
breadth may have been a response to the previous 
ditch having become quickly filled with ploughsoils. 
Indeed, after becoming partially silted with darker 
more organic ploughsoils, the ditch was cleaned out 
along its centre to the same depth producing a 
distinctive V-shaped recut (328/404) which was 
almost certainly also present in section 1 (fills 
172-175) (Fig. 4.28). This contained a number of clayey 
fills in its base indicative of prevailing wetter 
conditions before a thick ploughsoil derived deposit, 
327/405/175, sealed the remaining 0.3-0.4 m deep 
ditch void. 

Soil horizon 149 sealed the upper fills before the 
final boundary in the sequence (403/326) was cut 
along the western edge of its predecessor. This had a 
distinctive profile 0.4 m deep and 1.3-1.6 m wide with 
a flat base and steep sides giving the ditch a trench
like appearance. Again this was filled along its length 
with a homogenous mid brown ploughsoil deposit. 

Posthole alignment 425 (Fig. 4.26) 

A linear arrangement of nine postholes were located 
along the western edge of ditch series 430 within the 
southern excavation area (SI). Mostly spaced at 0.8 m 
intervals, these were aligned roughly parallel to the 
ditches 1 m away from their western edge converging 
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to 0.3 m at the northern end. The northernmost posts 
(304, 304 and 306) were only spaced at 0.3-0.5 m 
intervals. A further single example, 312, was situated 
central to the alignment 0.75 m to the west. The 
postholes had similar profiles, with vertical or near 
vertical sides and a flat base. Most penetrated the 
gravel to a depth of 0.4 m although the deepest was 
0.6 m deep. Of these, posthole 318, located in the baulk 
section, demonstrated that they were cut from a higher 
level through buried ploughsoil layer 291. This gave a 
total depth of 1.1 m from the surface of layer 291 
suggesting that each of the postholes was up to 0.5 m 
deeper than the cut into the gravel indicated. The fact 
that the four southernmost (287, 300, 314 and 318) 
contained the remains of poorly surviving posts in 
their bases (in an absence of general waterlogging of 
the soil) suggests the post alignment was relatively 
modern. Two sizes of flat-based posts, each of oak, 
were present, arranged in an alternate manner with 
the larger having a diameter of 0.3-0.4 m and the 
smaller 0.2 m. They presumably served as a fence-line, 
albeit a surprisingly substantial one (see Mitchell, 
Chapter 7). 

Ditch group 429 (Fig. 4. 27) 

The westernmost boundary consisted of a series of 
two shallow intercutting linear ditches (group 429) 
aligned parallel to the successive sequence of recut 
ditch boundaries, 430, and located 7-8 m to the west. 
No conclusive sequence was established largely due 
to the similarity of the fills, although section 40 does 
suggest that the eastern ditch was the earlier. As 
demonstrated by section 26, the period between cuts 
was not sufficient to allow the earlier ditch to have 
become fully infilled. 

Both ditches varied considerably in width with the 
eastern ditch, 294/370, varying between 1.45 m in the 
northern area and 1.85 m in the southern area. This 
maintained a depth of 0.4 m, with a broad flat base 
and gently sloping sides. A single mixed gravel and 
clayey silt deposit, 293/372, filled the majority of the 
ditch extending 2-4 m over the eastern lip. This 
suggests that the deposit was derived from ploughing 
up to or probably over the edge of the ditch with 
ploughsoil subsequently spilling into the ditch as the 
boundary was moved further to the east. 

The western ditch (295/371) was also 0.4 m deep 
although this had a maximum width of 2.2 m 
narrowing to only 0.8 m wide towards the south. It 
had a well defined flat base and slightly steeper edges 
than its eastern counterpart. A primary gravelly fill 
(373) sealed a single mixed gravelly deposit (296/374), 
0.2-0.35 m deep. A plough-derived deposit, 297, filled 
a remaining shallow depression over the ditches to 
the south before subsequent ploughing, represented 
by post-medieval layer 108, respecting the later ditches 
of boundary 430, sealed the ditch fills. 

Discussion 

The environmental and sedimentary sequence 
provides important new information on the develop
ment of the landscape both locally and regionally. This 
is discussed more fully below (see Scaife, Chapter 8). 
By way of a summary, it can be said that waterlogging 
in the hollow of the palaeochannel started with a 
rising watertable in the later Bronze Age. The 
subsequent development of peat shows an episode of 
tree clearance marked by a decline in lime (Pollen 
Zone 2), although tree pollen was still around 50%. 
There was then a more thorough clearance towards 
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the top of the peat sequence when tree pollen was 
reduced to less than 5% and grasses increased to 75%. 
This can be broadly dated to the Iron Age, and, viewed 
within the sequence as a whole, may have been 
relatively late. Roman activity is represented by pottery 
from the top of the peat which appears to have been 
associated with the initial digging of boundary 
and/or drainage ditches. The specific interpretation 
of the features encountered in the excavation is 
presented below. 

The sequence of six recut ditches (ditch group 430), 
dividing the gravel terrace from the 'Roman Pond' 
shows that this has been a persistent boundary. There 
can be little doubt that the earliest of these ditches is 
Roman in date despite a deficiency of supporting 
artefactual evidence. Leaving aside a post-medieval 
sherd from segment 382 (Fig. 4.28, section 40), which 
is most plausibly intrusive, the pottery recovered from 
these ditches comprises a 2nd- or 3rd-century sherd 
from the same context and two undiagnostic Roman 
sherds from segment 165 (Fig. 4.28, section 1). A tiny 
scrap of post-medieval pottery from the surface of 
segment 299 (fill 336) is of unreliable provenance, 
although it may suggest that the third ditch in the 
series was not finally filled until the post-medieval 
period. The fourth ditch (409/168/329) and its recut 
are undoubtedly post-medieval on stratigraphic 
grounds, while the sixth (326/403) is relatively 
modern. The cropmark plot (Fig. 4.25) shows that a 
ditch associated with the adjacent Roman settlement 
runs into this area, although it is not possible to tell 
which excavated example it corresponds to. 

Ditch group 429, running parallel to ditch group 
430 to the west, is of unknown date. The two ditches 
do not appear to be aligned with any of the cropmark 
features and it is not clear how far north they 
continued. They were presumably contemporary with 
one or more of the main boundary ditches, and 
perhaps make sense as defining a trackway leading 
up the side of the field. A Roman date is unlikely on 
present evidence, particularly as the ditches appear 
to cut the lower ploughsoils (146 and 201) and 
their broad shallow form is untypical of Roman 
ditches. They are respected by the plough furrows 
recorded in the excavation (Fig. 4.26) and are more 
probably medieval. 

Ditch 427, lying more or less centrally within the 
palaeochannel, is an intriguing feature. It cut the peat 
deposit 113 and was sealed by the earliest ploughsoil, 
112. It furthermore contained exclusively Roman 
pottery, and there is no prima facie reason for arguing 
that it is not of Roman date. That there was Roman 
activity in the 'pond' is suggested by the amount of 
Roman pottery from layers 113, 112 and ditch 427, 
which, at 49 sherds (506 g), can be considered large 
for 'off-site' deposits and accounts for over half the 
pottery from the site. The presence of a Roman ditch 
here suggests that there was an attempt to drain or 
demarcate this area of land for some purpose. 

The air photographic evidence shows that a ditch 
still existed as a slight earthwork in this location in 
1975 (Plate 4.5) before the 'pond' was ploughed. It is 

not certain that this is the same ditch, partly because 
the alignment is not unequivocally the same, though 
undeniably close, and also because of the difficulty of 
envisaging such longevity for a relatively slight 
feature. However, the only other ditch found in this 
location in the excavations was the extremely shallow 
'ditch', 426, which can surely be dismissed as a 
contender unless the excavated evidence is totally 
misleading or the feature had been quite drastically 
truncated. It is tempting to see the photographed ditch 
as Roman because, at the northern end of the field, it 
crosses the curving boundary of the 'pond', which 
itself is surely the fossilisation of the medieval 
headland and respected by all subsequent cultivation. 
Like ditch 427, the ditch seen from the air also had a 
bank on its western side. If it were the same feature as 
ditch 427 it must be assumed that ploughing since 
1975 had been severe enough to completely obliterate 
any trace of the earthwork, and that both upper soils 
in sections 40, 22 and 26 must therefore be modern, as 
the evidence from the soils themselves suggests. The 
fact that the ditch cut a straight line without any 
apparent regard for the local topography suggests that 
it was primarily concerned with land division rather 
than drainage. However, the cropmarks suggest that 
this ditch was part of a field pattern of slightly 
different alignment to that associated with the 
Roman settlement, lying as it does approximately 
parallel to another long straight ditch about 120 m to 
the west. These ditches give the appearance of being 
later than the main Roman system and may respect 
the modern cross boundary to the north. The air 
photographic evidence for their Roman origin is not 
therefore decisive, but combined with the results of 
the excavations, it give some grounds for considering 
this a serious proposition. 

After ditch 427 went out of use and became choked 
with peat, the field was ploughed. The horizon of 
ploughsoil (112) extended over 427 and across most 
of the field to the east. There is no particular reason to 
consider this to be a Roman event, (although there is 
no direct evidence to contradict this). Detailed 
examination of 112 showed that alluviation had 
preceded the ploughing, and the soil perhaps fits 
better within the context of the medieval expansion of 
arable. Subsequent flooding (alluvial layer 140) must 
have ended the arable experiment and the molluscan 
evidence (Macro 503) suggests that the area became 
damp grassland or meadow which persisted until 
recent times (Macro 502, 501). 

The purpose and date of ditches 428 and 426 
within the 'pond ' are unclear. Both terminated 
within the excavation area and are unlikely to have 
functioned as drains, at least not effectively. Ditch 426 
was very shallow and was conceivably a medieval 
furrow rather than a ditch, an interpretation which its 
slightly sinuous course may support . Ditch 428 
mirrored 426 in plan but was more substantial and 
more convincingly related to land management. It 
appeared to cut alluvial layer 140, and was therefore 
more or less contemporary with the later ditches in 
group 430. This suggests that it was late or post-
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medieval, rather than any earlier, and probably not 
therefore connected with arable farming. These two 
interpretations are somewhat difficult to reconcile, but 
for want of further evidence a more conclusive 
explanation remains elusive. 

WESTFIELD FARM 
By Helen Drake and Andrew Mudd 

Introduction 

The site comprised two trapezoidal areas (Areas 1 
and 2) on either side of the Cerney Wick road to the 
west of Westfield Farm (Fig. 4.31). The site lay a few 
metres outside the Scheduled Ancient Monument 
(SAM 899). In the Stage 2 field evaluation an oval ring 
ditch and several undated linear ditches had been 
examined approximately 50 m north-east of Area 2 
(CAT 1991b, Trench VII). Due to a subsequent 
repositioning of the alignment of the new road, this 
area was taken out of the route corridor. The excavation 
was designed to investigate a single linear ditch and 
traces of ridge and furrow seen on aerial photographs 
which hitherto had not been examined (Plate 4.5). 

In Area 1 the features revealed comprised post-
medieval field boundaries and traces of ridge-and-

Plate 4.6 Latton 'Roman Pond' after the first stage of 
stripping looking south-east. Ditch group 430 is the large ditch 
in the foreground. 

furrow. In Area 2 two phases of ridge-and-furrow 
cultivation were recorded. However, a recut boundary 
ditch and a group of quarry pits are likely to be Roman. 
These are described below while the medieval and 
later features are presented in Chapter 6. 

Ditch 31/32 

In the north-east corner of Area 2 a ditch and later 
recut were found running on a north-west - south
east alignment. They did not exactly follow the line of 
any of the ditches in Area 1 and are not considered to 
form part of the same field boundary system. The initial 
cut, 32, was 0.94 m wide and 0.38 m deep. A single fill 
(36) of silt clay yielded a fragment of a South Gaulish 
samian cup (Dragendorff 27), probably of Flavian 
date.The ditch was cut on its western edge by a wider 
and deeper recut, 31, which had a broad U-shaped 
profile 0.43 m deep, in contrast to the earlier cut which 
had a much flatter base. Three fills were present, with 
the earlier two producing no finds. The initial fill (57) 
constituted a thin layer of silt clay with a green cast to 
it. The second fill (35) was similar to the primary fill 
but contained fewer gravel inclusions. The latest fill, 
(30), was only present in part of the ditch and 
represented material that had collected within a 

depression in the infilled ditch. A large number of 
fragments (127 g) of a Roman greyware vessel were 
present in this deposit. This is not closely dateable 
but does suggest that the ditches had gone out of 
use in the Roman period. 

Quarry pits 

A number of irregularly shaped pits were recorded 
in Area 2, the majority of which were clustered in 
the south-east corner of the trench without inter
cutting. These pits were probably dug for the 
extraction of gravel, although it is not certain that 
they all belong to the same period of activity. One of 
the pits (39) was cut by ditch 31 and therefore 
appears to be Roman or pre-Roman. The others are 
probably of the same date. Roman pottery was 
recovered from pit 46. Only one probable quarry pit 
(33) appeared to post-date the post-medieval plough 
furrows but it is likely that this was either an isolated 
case or misobserved. Seven pits were examined by 
excavation. They were generally small and shallow 
(up to 0.4 m deep), although pit 22 was 10 m long 
and 0.75 m deep. 

Discussion 

The recut Roman ditch (31/32) in Area 2 is almost 
certainly the feature visible as a cropmark running 
more or less parallel to Cerney Wick Road (Plate 
4.6; Fig. 4.31). An alternative is that it is the ditch 
approaching the excavation from the south-east, 
which forms part of the irregular field system on 
this alignment, but if this were the case both ditches 
ought to have been present in the excavated area, 
which they were not. 
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Figure 4.31 Westfield Farm, site location and cropmarks. 
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Plate '4.7 Cropmarks east of Latton 'Roman Pond'. Reproduced by permission of Bryn Walters (ref SU 08619572). 

Perhaps the most significant feature about this 
ditch is that it appears to form a boundary to the 
quarrying, which is confined almost exclusively to 
the west of it. This pattern was not particularly evident 
from the small area excavated, but the cropmark 
broadens the picture considerably, showing an 
extensive band of pits running along the western 
boundary of the field. This respect for the Roman ditch 
would, in itself, suggest that the quarrying was Roman 
in date, although the artefactual evidence (such as it 
is) and the general character of the pits (which is 
similar to that observed at Court Farm) provide some 
corroboration. 

The reason for such extensive quarrying alongside 
Cerney Wick Road is not immediately apparent. It may 
suggest a Roman origin for this road, although other 
evidence would be required to substantiate this. In 
particular, it is not clear whether the quarrying extends 
under the road, or respects it. The road itself is not 
straight, and there is no cropmark evidence to suggest 
that it originally was. In fact the kink in the road 
coming from the north-east suggest that it deliberately 
avoided the area of quarrying which may therefore 
have remained rough ground in the post-Roman 
period, and would indicate a post-Roman origin for 
the road. 
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Figure 4.32 Field Between Latton 'Roman Pond' and Street Farm, features located in watching brief and cropmarks. 
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Plate 4.8 Area of field boundaries and quarrying south-west ofWestfield Farm. Reproduced by permission of RCHME 
(ref NMR 4763/35). 

FIELD BOUNDARIES BETWEEN LATTON 
'ROMAN POND' AND STREET FARM 
By Andrew Mudd 

The watching brief maintained during topsoil 
stripping in this sector afforded the opportunity of 
investigating a number of boundary ditches and a 
palaeochannel in this field (Plate 4.5, Fig. 4.32). Two 
of the ditches and one small gully yielded exclusively 
Roman pottery and it seems that a Roman field system 
is present in this field. However, it is not entirely clear 
whether this corresponds to the irregular pattern of 
ditches visible as cropmarks. The Roman ditches were 
very shallow (up to 0.25 m deep) and it is possible that 
they do not correspond to any of the visible features, 
although there were no other ditches present to 
account for the cropmarks. A much larger ditch on the 

western side of the field is clearly the major medieval 
or later boundary. 

Of some interest is the discovery of earlier Saxon 
pottery on the eastern side of the field. One sherd came 
from a shallow ditch on approximately the same 
alignment as the probable Roman ditches to the west, 
while two other fragments came from an adjacent soil 
interpreted as a medieval headland. 

NORCOTE FARM 
By Andrew Parkinson with Andrew Mudd 

In addition to the boundary ditch which was probably 
later prehistoric in date (Chapter 3), a series of shallow 
ditches ran at right-angles to the earlier feature 
(Figs 3.31-3.32). 
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Figure 4.33 Exhibition Barn, trench location. 

Ditches 240, 241, 242 and 243 

Four small ditches ran east-west across the site. All 
were similar in size, typically about 1 m wide and 
0.3-0.4 m deep, and slightly irregular in plan. In the 
western half of the site they ran within a slight hollow 
at the bottom of a north facing slope, a topographic 
feature which continued west beyond the CPO 
boundary. The remnants of a ploughsoil (146) were 
present in a slight hollow between the ditches. The 
relationship between the ploughsoil and the ditches 
was unclear although they clearly pre-dated the 
medieval ridge-and-furrow. A single Roman pottery 
sherd came from the surface of the southernmost 
ditch (240) and two iron hobnails came from the 
northernmost ditch (243), suggesting a probable 
Roman date. The ditches cut across the top of an earlier 
north-south ditch, 239, which, although without finds, 
is considered to be later prehistoric. 

The east-west ditches were too shallow to give any 
clear stratified relationships and badly truncated by 
later ploughing. However, the layout would suggest 
they are near contemporary in date. They probably 
represent a sequence of shallow boundary ditches, 

perhaps associated with hedgerows, although it is 
possible that they bounded a trackway of two or three 
phases. If they marked the line of a routeway it may be 
no coincidence that the Roman ditches cross the earlier 
ones near a narrow gap, suggesting the position of a 
long-lived entrance way. There does not seem to have 
been a Romano-British settlement nearby although one 
is known to exist at Witpit Copse c. 600 m to the east 
(Glos. SMR 3176) towards which the ditches may have 
been heading (Fig. 3.31). It is noteworthy that the 
programme of sieving 40 test pits prior to 
topsoil stripping produced only one Romano-British 
pottery sherd. 

EXHIBITION BARN 
By Helen Drake and Andrew Mudd 

Introduction 

The area investigated lay to the east of White Way 
(Glos. SMR 2039), which is a ridgetop route also known 
as Salt Way or Salt Street and thought to be of Roman 
or even earlier origin now followed by the line of a 
modern road (Fig. 4.33). North of Exhibition Barn the 
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route deviates from a remarkably straight course as it 
approaches Cirencester. It has been suggested that this 
deviation is a medieval modification of an originally 
straighter course (Darvill and Holbrook 1994, 52). 
Fieldwalking by Cotswold Archaeological Trust in 
1991 found mainly scatters of post-medieval and 
modern pottery (CAT 1991a, 53-4). Pottery and 
flintwork, tentatively dated to the Neolithic, were also 
recorded. The Stage 2 assessment involved the 
excavation of a 90 m trench (Trench 1991/507) to 
examine the area of the possible original alignment of 
White Way to the east of the road's present course. 
The results of the evaluation proved inconclusive 
although a ditch of uncertain date was discovered 
running on approximately the correct alignment. 

An area 250 m long and 40 m wide was stripped 
down the centre of the road corridor in order to clarify 
the potential for prehistoric features and the possible 
course of White Way. Archaeological features were 
limited to a series of intercutting linear ditches, two 
quarry pits and a possible Roman hearth (Fig. 4.34). 
The quarry pits were of medieval and /o r post-
medieval date. The underlying site geology is 
limestone of the Great Oolite series. 

Roman and medieval field boundaries 

During stripping a number of intercutting ditches 
were revealed representing part of an evolving field 
boundary system. Dating this sequence is problematic, 
as little artefactual material was recovered. 

Ditch 9 

This linear feature, which ran on a north-south 
alignment across the site was identified as the primary 
ditch within this series. One excavated section had 
revealed a flat-bottomed, steeply-sided profile, 1.17 m 
wide and 0.64 m deep. It contained two fills, the earliest 
of which yielded one sherd of Roman pottery. The later 
fill, which contained significantly more silt and was 
up to 0.2 m deep, was very similar to the subsoil which 
overlay the natural and may represent the gradual 
silting of the top of the ditch with ploughsoil. This 
deposit (8) yielded 28 Roman sherds which are 
thought to have come from a single vessel. One other 
pottery fragment tentatively dated as medieval came 
from within this fill. It is, however, a small abraded 
sherd, and the date is by no means certain. A copper 
alloy hooked strap-end from the same fill has not been 
identified and neither its function nor the date are 
certain. 

A further ditch, which was revealed during the 
watching brief 75 m to the east (Fig. 4.33), possessed a 
similar form and dimensions. It is highly likely that 
this was part of the same field system although no 
dating evidence was recovered. 

Ditch 11 

Only approximately 15 m of this ditch was revealed 
by stripping, the eastern end continuing beyond the 

edge of excavation. Sinuous in plan, it measured 1.5 m 
wide and 0.40 m deep and ran on a broadly east-west 
alignment. Its western terminal cut into the lower fill 
of ditch 9 but not across the ditch. Its profile and two 
fills were very similar to those of ditch 9. Only one 
find was present, a fragment of tegula, from the 
earlier fill (19). 

Ditch 22 

Ditch 22 also ran on an east-west alignment, with its 
eastern terminus cutting ditch 9 opposite ditch 11. It 
was identified as clearly different from ditch 11. It was 
closely followed by the line of the modern field 
boundary (by which it was truncated). This ditch was 
slightly smaller than the two earlier ditches, measur
ing only 1 m wide and 0.30 m deep, and had a broadly 
U-shaped profile. It contained only a single fill with a 
high silt content, similar to the later fills (8 and 10) in 
ditches 9 and 11. One sherd of poorly preserved 
limestone-tempered ware was present, probably 
dating to the medieval period. 

Ditch 20 

Ditch 20 ran on a north-south alignment roughly at 
right angles to ditch 22 with its terminal cutting the 
edge of the latter. It again was filled with a single 
deposit, and was 0.42 m deep. It was much wider than 
the other ditches being almost 2 m in width. No dating 
evidence was recovered. 

Dating evidence 

The dating evidence for this series of ditches was 
sparse. It is apparent that in the sequence of ditch 
cutting, each ditch respected the presence of the earlier 
one as the pattern evolved. This extended to the 
location and alignment of the present hedgeline, which 
ran across the terminal of ditch 20 at right angles to it, 
thereby closely following the course of the earlier 
ditch 22. It appears likely that these two late ditches 
are medieval or later in date, a view which receives 
some support from the possible medieval sherd from 
ditch 22, the shallow form of both the ditches, and the 
silty nature of their fills. 

The earlier ditches, 9 and 11, were of a different 
form, being deeper, steep-sided and flat-based. Both 
contained a rubbly main fill under a thinner, silty 
upper fill. The main fills were devoid of finds with the 
exception of a Roman sherd and fragment of tegula. 
While it is possible that these were residual in later 
features, the concentration of pottery (possibly from a 
single vessel) in the upper fill of ditch 9 suggests that 
this ditch, at least, was of Roman origin and was being 
infilled in the Roman period. The single possible 
medieval sherd from the same context may have 
derived from the final silting of the upper levels and 
does not provide a convincing terminus post quern for 
the ditch itself. Ditch 11 seems likely to have been a 
later addition to ditch 9, its sinuous form perhaps 
suggesting surface features to which it had to adapt. 
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Figure 4.35 Sly's Wall South, plan of excavated features. 
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Figure 4.36 Sly's Wall South, sections. 

Some sort of occupation in the vicinity would at least 
provide a context for the pottery in the ditches although 
the location of this occupation is by no means clear. 
No pottery was recovered in the Stage 1 surface 
collection survey. 

The way in which the medieval ditch, 22, respected 
the Roman ditches, 9 and 12 is remarkable and must 

indicate that their positions were still 
evident, perhaps as slight earthworks or 
because of associated hedgerows. 

?Roman hearth 25 (Fig. 4.34) 

A small ovoid feature (25) was excavated to 
the south of the field boundary system, 
measuring 2.13 m x 1.14 m with a depth of 
0.19 m. Its single fill yielded a large quantity 
of burnt limestone, together with charcoal 
flecking. A soil sample contained pre
dominantly cereal grain with the two most 
common grains being Triticum spelta and 
Hordeum sp. The cereal assemblage as a 
whole is typical of the Roman period and 
one pottery sherd of Roman date was found 
on the surface of this feature. The natural 
subsoil surrounding and underlying this 

feature did not show any signs of having been 
affected by heat from in situ burning. The 
interpretation of this feature as a hearth is 
therefore by no means certain and it may 
instead represent a burnt stone deposit. 

Feature 17 (Fig. 4.34) 

A little to the west of this deposit lay a kidney-
shaped feature (17), measuring 2 m x 1 m, with 
two fills, 18 and 26, containing small inclusions 
of burnt limestone and charcoal. A sample of 
this material revealed no further information. 
This feature may be a burnt tree-throw hole. 

SLY'S WALL SOUTH 
By Steve Lawrence with Andrew Mudd 

Introduction 

A trapezoidal area of approximately 0.19 ha. 
was investigated at Sly's Wall South (Fig. 4.35) 
which lay in the field immediately to the south 
of Sly's Wall Plantation. The site lay to the west 
of the Ermin Street and 1.5 km to the north of 

Duntisbourne Rouse village. 
The site was originally evaluated in 1990 by 

Gloucestershire County Council in order to investigate 
the presence of a single linear cropmark identified by 
aerial photography (Glos. SMR 9432). One trench, 
measuring 30 m x 1.6 m, was positioned across this 
feature which proved to be a broad shallow ditch, 90, 
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running on an east-west alignment. It was interpreted 
as a probable Roman trackway ditch. No finds were 
recovered but a thin horizon of rounded limestone 
cobbles was recorded in the latest fill which implies a 
later phase of metalling. A number of narrow linear 
grooves underlying the topsoil were also found cutting 
the limestone bedrock. 

An area extending either side of ditch 90 was 
stripped. Any association with Ermin Street could not 
be determined as the ditch petered out within the 
excavated area. Four sections excavated through the 
ditch revealed similar profiles to those observed 
during the evaluation phase (Fig. 4.36). A number of 
other features were also revealed including two pits, 
58 and 33, one possible ditch terminus, 76, and several 
narrow linear features thought to be wheel ruts. 
Additional features proved on examination to be 
irregular-shaped natural hollows filled with a 
homogenous red brown silt. 

Ditch 90 (Figs 4.35^.36) 

Approximately 25 m of the ditch, running east-west, 
was revealed in the excavation area. The western end 
was seen to continue beyond the edge of excavation 
but the eastern end petered out in an area of wheel 
ruts. In general the ditch presented a broad U-shaped 
profile. The dimensions of the ditch cut did, however, 
vary along its length becoming wider and shallower 
as it petered out. Ditch segment 7 (Fig. 4.36, section 
14), placed against the western baulk, measured 0.65 m 
wide and 0.32 m deep and contained a single main fill 
of a stone-free reddish brown silt (3), which overlay a 
thin stony primary silt (4). The later fill (3) yielded a 
fragment of clay pipe, although this is thought to have 
possibly derived from an intrusive plough/wheel rut. 
At the opposite end of the ditch, segment 87 (Fig. 4.36, 
section 24) demonstrated that the feature had widened 
out to 2.4 m, but was only 0.20 m deep. It was filled 
largely with rounded pebbles (89) which resembled 
cobbling. This corresponded to fill 309 of the 
evaluation trench and was also seen in segments 9 
and 68 (Fig 4.36, sections 15 and 7), although in the 
latter it formed the middle fill (20) which overlay a 
largely stone-free silt. 

Pits 33 and 58 (Fig. 4.35) 

Two pits protruding from underneath the eastern edge 
of excavation contained a similar sequence of deposits 
to each other. Pit 33 was the larger of the two, 1.10 m in 
diameter and 0.36 m deep, in contrast to pit 58 which 
was only 0.66 m in diameter and 0.22 m deep. Both 
were oval-shaped with an uneven but generally flat 
base and contained three fills. The earliest fills 
(32 and 36) consisted of a mid orange-brown silt loam 
with sparse limestone fragments. These were overlain 
by fills 31 and 35 which included frequent cobbles 
similar in appearance to the cobbling fills seen in ditch 
90. This cobbling was overlain in both cases by an 
orange-brown silt that had been disturbed by 
ploughing. One pottery sherd apiece was recovered 

from the primary fills, an indeterminate Roman sherd 
from 32 and a fragment of Oxford colour-coated 
mortarium, of probable 4th-century date, from 36. 

Ditch terminus 76 (Fig. 4.35) 

A length of only about 3 m of this feature was 
revealed possibly forming the terminal of a ditch 
oriented at approximately right-angles to ditch 90. 
Alternatively it may have been a pit. It had a steep-
sided, flat-bottomed profile 1 m wide and 0.68 m deep, 
containing five fills. The earliest of these was a mid 
brown-grey silt clay which included 80% limestone 
fragments. This was overlain by a thin layer of silting 
which had accumulated against the north-eastern 
edge of the cut and was in turn overlain by a second 
stage of stone slumping (84), similar in appearance to 
the primary fill, 86. A further stage of silting, again 
lying against the north-eastern edge, contained only 
5% limestone. Sealing these deposits was a layer of 
cobbling (61), similar to that seen elsewhere on site. 
No dating evidence was recovered and a sample taken 
from fill 85 for palaeo-environmental analysis did not 
produce any further information. 

Cobbling 64 (Fig. 4.35) 

A roughly rectangular area of cobbling was exposed 
during stripping lying close to the possible ditch 
terminus 76. Other smaller areas of similar appearance 
were noted near ditch 90 and wheel ruts 91 and 93, 
and were also contained as fills in ditch 76 and 90 
and pits 33 and 58. 

The main patch of cobbling (64) covered an area of 
approximately 2 m x 5 m and was 0.06 m deep. It was 
seen to directly overlie the natural limestone bedrock 
and had been cut by later wheel ruts. The smaller areas 
of cobbling found near to ditch 90 and wheel ruts 91 
and 95 were similar to deposit 64 with the cobbles 
typically measuring 0.10 m in diameter. These areas 
may represent the remains of a cobbled surfacing 
associated with a wider alignment of Ermin Street 
during the medieval /post-medieval period. The 
majority of the surface was probably truncated by later 
ploughing, the only remains surviving where it had 
partially sunk into softer underlying features such as 
the ditch and pits. 

Post-medieval wheel ruts (Fig. 4.35) 

A number of narrow linear features ran parallel to the 
line of Ermin Street. These were similar in form and 
profile to those seen during the evaluation phase 
which were originally interpreted as plough marks. 
Subsequent work at sites such as Middle Duntis-
bourne, however, strongly suggests that they are wheel 
ruts caused by vehicles slewing off the line of Ermin 
Street as they ascended the hill from the south. 

A number of the ruts were examined (features 
91-97). All ran on a similar alignment and had a 
narrow U-shaped profile. They varied in width from 
0.38 m to 0.65 m wide with a maximum depth of 0.26 m. 
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A single fill was present which in all cases consisted 
of an orange-brown silt-clay with occasional small 
limestone fragments, very similar to the subsoil (2) 
which was probably plough-derived. No dating 
evidence was recovered but rut 93 cut ditch 90 and a 
late medieval or post-medieval date is likely. 

Discussion 

There is no clear evidence for the date or function of 
ditch 90. The evaluation suggested that it was a single 
ditch associated with a cobbled trackway, and a 
superficial similarity with the Roman trackway and 
cobbling at Duntisbourne Leer Area 2 is apparent. The 
absence of an adjacent ditch, at least on the western 
side, is puzzling but does not rule out its association 
with a trackway since (as the excavations at Duntis
bourne Leer Area 1 showed) paired ditches can be of 
radically different dimensions and a shallow ditch 
could have been lost to the plough. Alternatively, it 
may simply not have been required. If it were not a 
trackway ditch, a field boundary is another possible 
interpretation. Its oblique alignment to Ermin Street 
represents a problem of interpretation whatever the 
purpose or date of the ditch (unless it were prehistoric, 
which can probably be discounted on present 
evidence). There are no obviously associated features. 
Four cropmark features to the north-west, on a very 
similar alignment to this ditch, were evaluated and 
found to be geological anomalies (GCC 1990, fields 42 
and 43, trenches 2, 3, 5 and 6). 

A Roman date for ditch 90 is by no means certain. 
Much depends upon the interpretation of the patchy 
cobbling and whether it can be treated as a single 
deposit. The fact that it extends both sides of the ditch 
would suggest that it was not a surface associated 
with a trackway, although the small areas involved 
would make it possible that some, or all, of the cobbling 
was in fact redeposited. It appears, however, that the 
ditch was partly open when the cobbling was being 
deposited or redeposited, layers of cobbling having 
been found in the lowest part of the shallower ditch 
segments. Significantly, cobbling was found in the 
upper fills of pits 33 and 58 and ?ditch 76, slightly 
sunk into the tops of these features. The diagnostic 
sherd of 4th-century pottery from the lower fill of pit 
58 would appear to indicate that the overlying 
cobbling, and hence ditch 90, must be either very late 
Roman or post-Roman. 

However, considerable disturbance by wheeled 
and presumably other kinds of traffic from the 
medieval period onward could have resulted in 
the redistribution of cobbles into the ditch. It is also 
possible that the ditch was partly redug and filled 
with cobbles to consolidate the ground. The largely 
stone-free lower silt in segment 68 (Fig. 4.36, section 7) 
does suggest that the ditch's origin predates the 
cobbled surfacing. Nevertheless, bearing in mind the 
pottery dating available, a 4th-century or later origin 
for the feature now seems most likely. 

The cobbling itself may be much later. It extended 
for up to 20 m from the line of Ermin Street and seems 

most likely to have been spread from the road by traffic, 
or been intentionally distributed on a random basis to 
help consolidate the ground where it was needed. If it 
represents a deliberate surfacing, it is possible that 
the cobbling was late Roman, but it seems more likely 
to have been post-medieval. Actually it is by no means 
clear that the cobbling at Sly's Wall was a deliberate 
deposit. The fact that deposit 64 directly overlay the 
natural limestone did suggest that it was essentially a 
natural deposit eroded and rounded through wear, 
rather than a deliberate surfacing. If so, it may 
represent a gradual accumulation of worn stone from 
medieval times onward. 

WEAVERS BRIDGE 
By Helen Drake and Andrew Mudd 

Introduction 

An area of c. 0.50 ha. was excavated at the southern 
end of the scheme, approximately 0.5 km north of 
Cricklade. The site lay about 200 m east of the point at 
which the old A419 crossed the river Churn at Weavers 
(or Cricklade) Bridge on the Churn floodplain near its 
confluence with the Thames. The location and shape 
of the excavation was determined by the form of the 
Marston Meysey slip road (Fig. 4.37). 

The area had been identified as being of archaeo
logical interest due to the probable presence of the 
original course of Ermin Street, which is considered to 
have run in a direct line from Weavers Bridge to Calcutt 
(CAT 1991c). The site was evaluated by the Cotswold 
Archaeological Trust in 1994 (CAT 1994). Three 
trenches on north-east - south-west orientations were 
subsequently excavated with Trench 1 revealing a 
sequence of recutting linear features lying north-east 
of what was interpreted as the Roman road (Fig. 4.38). 
This was poorly preserved, but consisted of a remnant 
surface of limestone lying on a low bank of alluvial 
clay about 7 m wide, itself built on alluvial deposits. 
A dark Roman "agricultural" soil was recorded at the 
north-eastern end of this trench. A number of finds 
were recovered from this including pottery, coins and 
glass all dating to the late Roman period. An auger 
survey suggested it was a localised deposit covering 
an area approximately 12 m x 9 m. No archaeological 
deposits were found in the two other trenches. 

For the excavation, an area of 155 m x 30 m was 
stripped to the north-east of the Roman road. The area 
of dark soil (interpreted in this report as a midden) 
was exposed in the southern part of the site. However, 
most of the rest of the site was covered with drainage 
ditches and stream channels of medieval and later 
date, the majority of which ran on a north-south 
alignment. These are described in Chapter 6. 

Midden deposit (Fig. 4.39) 

A spread of dark silt-clay (57) which contained a 
scatter of artefactual material dating to the late Roman 
period was found at the southern end of the site. 
A rather lighter and browner soil (51) extended south 
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Figure 4.38 Weavers Bridge, detailed location. 

and east of this deposit partly overlying 57. It also 
infilled the tops of the ditches in this area. Both these 
deposits overlay layer 58, a blue-grey alluvial clay 
containing abundant water snails (see Robinson, 
Chapter 8). This layer was limited to the southern end 
of the site. All the Roman features cut this layer. 

Layers 51 and 57 (Fig. 4.39) 

Layer 57 consisted of a dark grey-brown silt-clay 
containing high concentrations of burnt material. 
Measuring 0.10 m deep it covered an area approx

imately 10 m x 11 m extending south-eastwards from 
the location of Evaluation Trench 1 (and equivalent to 
deposit 103). Approximately one-third of this deposit 
was excavated and yielded large quantities of pottery, 
animal bone and other domestic artefacts, along with 
a total of 40 coins (cat. 236, 239, 249, 252, 255, 257, 
260, 262, 265). Only four of these coins were minted 
before AD 330, and none are earlier than AD 275 (see 
Davies, Chapter 7). The majority date to between AD 
330-348, exhibiting a tight chronological range, with 
one later coin struck between AD 354-64, effectively 
providing a terminus post quern for the end of the 
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Plate 4.9 Weavers Bridge. The site looking from the north
west. The late Roman midden is in the dark soil in the centre 
of the picture. 

occupation. This is effectively the same date range as 
that provided by the three 4th-century coins from 
the evaluation, the latest of which was dated to 
AD 350-360. The four earlier coins may be residual. 
The range of pottery fabrics present suggested a 
similar dating to that indicated by the coinage, with 
the majority dating to the late 3rd-4th centuries (see 
Timby, Chapter 7, Fig. 7.12.137). The presence of 
abraded sherds of Savernake ware in the assemblage 
points to late 2nd-century activity nearby. The average 
sherd size in general was quite low for Roman material 
and particularly for a midden deposit where larger 
and better preserved sherds would be expected. This 
might suggest that the material was either deliberately 
broken up or redeposited from another context. Two 
loomweight fragments (Table 7.54) and part of a 
decorated bone handle for a whittle tang implement 
(cat. 659) were also recovered along with a quantity of 
animal bone. A sample taken for environmental 
analysis yielded a total of 154 oyster shells with similar 
numbers of upper and lower valves. 

The later deposit, 51, also consisted of a silt-clay 
but was more yellow in colour with the appearance of 

a ploughsoil rather than a midden. A less substantial 
deposit than layer 57, it only reached a depth of 0.05 m 
and became shallower towards the south. While a 
large quantity of charcoal was present, the finds were 
sparser than those in layer 57. As with 57, the pottery 
dated from the late 3rd-4th centuries, and the presence 
of a stamped bowl of the Oxfordshire industry suggests 
activity continued well into the 4th century. Late 2nd-
century samian ware was also present indicating 
earlier activity in the area. Ten copper alloy coins were 
retrieved with almost identical date ranges to those 
found in layer 57 (cat. 232, 234, 237, 242, 247, 251). 
Only three dated to earlier than AD 330, with none 
dating to earlier than AD 260. As with layer 57, the 
latest coin was dated to AD 354-64. The majority of 
the coins were located close to layer 57. 

Both deposits suggest a significant level of 
settlement activity nearby during the late Roman 
period. Although no direct evidence of a settlement 
was found, the density of finds is too high to belong to 
a general manuring scatter. Layer 57 is considered to 
be a rubbish midden with an adjacent soil, 51, which 
may have derived from later alluviation, incorporating 
a number of residual finds. 

Ditches (Fig. 4.39) 

At the southern end of the site a total of six ditches 
were revealed, four of which yielded finds dating to 
the late Roman period. Running on differing align
ments they are believed to represent at least three 
distinct phases. All were cut through layer 58, and 
were overlain by layer 51, the later of the two artefact-
rich deposits. 

Ditch 134 

Running on an east-west alignment for at least 15 m, 
this was stratigraphically the earliest ditch present. 
One machine-cut section through it revealed a broad 
U-shaped profile, 2 m wide and about 1 m deep. Three 
fills were present, all of which consisted of a grey-
brown silt-clay distinguished only by the amount of 
gravel present within each deposit. The earliest and 
latest fills, 126 and 124 respectively, were relatively 
clean, in contrast to the middle fill (125) which 
included 30% gravel, perhaps derived from edge 
slippage. No dating evidence was recovered, but the 
feature was cut by ditches 132, 133, 135 and 136, three 
of which contained material dating to the late 
Roman period. 

Ditch 133 

This ditch entered the trench from the north on a north-
south alignment but then turned south-eastward close 
to the north-eastern edge of excavation. Two sections 
were hand-excavated, one located close to the south
western baulk and the other over the point where it 
began to swing east. Both contained two fills and 
showed a U-shaped profile about 1 m wide and 
0.5-0.7 m deep. The early deposit, 104 and 114, 
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Figure 4.39 Weavers Bridge, detailed plan of excavated features. 

consisted of a blue-grey silt-clay with the gravel content 
increasing from 2% to 30% as the ditch turned. The 
later fill was a consistent yellow-brown silt-clay. 
No dating evidence was recovered although the ditch 
was cut by ditch 132. 

Ditches 132, 135 and 136 

Ditches 135 and 136 ran on approximately parallel 
north-east - south-west orientations in the extreme 
south-east corner of site. They were 2 m apart. Both 
measured 1 m wide and about 0.4 m deep, with similar 
cross-profiles of concave, steeply-sloping sides and 
rounded bases. Ditch 136 contained two fills of blue-
grey silt-clay, with the earlier deposit, 82, having a 
high humic content. Three sherds of lst-3rd-century 
pottery were recovered from the later fill, 62. Three 
fills were identified in ditch 135, with a single sherd 
of late Roman pottery recovered from its latest fill, 60. 
The primary fill, 73, contained a high gravel content 
resulting from slippage on its south-eastern edge 
indicating the possibility of a gravel bank. It was 

impossible to tell whether the ditches were coeval or 
sequential. 

Ditch 132 ran at a right angle to ditches 135 and 
136. Measuring 1 m wide and 0.42 m deep, it had a 
narrow flat base with steeply sloping, almost vertical, 
sides. Two sections were excavated, with segment 109 
revealing a thin band of gravel slip located on its 
eastern edge that was not present in segment 74. Two 
further deposits were present both consisting of blue 
silt-clays with the latest fill, 112, yielding four sherds 
of late 3rd- /4th-century pottery. The ditch terminated 
shortly before reaching the south-eastern edge of 
excavation, suggesting a possible entrance between it 
and ditch 135. 

Gully 137 

Measuring 0.70 m wide this ran on an approximately 
north-south alignment, its southern end terminating 
within the excavation area. The terminal was 0.5 m 
deep with steep, almost vertical sides. Its base lay 
below the water table and it contained two silt-clay 
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fills. From the terminal it could only be traced a short 
distance in plan but was identified in section further 
to the north under layer 51. Here it had shallowed to 
0.26 m and only contained a single fill of blue-grey 
silt-clay (111). Two sherds of late 3rd-4th century 
pottery were recovered. 

Discussion 

The excavations revealed what must be regarded as 
part of a late Roman settlement on the floodplain of 
the river Churn close to Ermin Street. Although no 
structures were found, the quantity of material from 
layers 57 and 51 indicates that these were probably 
middens and that structures almost certainly existed 
nearby, if not within the excavated area. The evidence 
for 4th-century buildings can be notoriously elusive 
despite abundant finds, as the excavations at Birdlip 
Quarry and other sites testify. Despite the suggestion 
that the material may have represented dumping from 
further afield (CAT 1994), the siting of middens at a 
distance from settlements is not a known practice in 
the late Roman period and a derivation of this material 
from an adjacent settlement is far more likely. 

The date range from the coins indicates that the 
main part of the occupation here was relatively brief, 
perhaps just for the first half of the 4th century, 
although a few earlier coins and pottery suggest that 
there may have been activity here from the later 2nd 
century. The ditches are thought to represent three 
phases but it is unclear whether or not any of them 
were strictly contemporary with the midden. The only 
4th-century pottery came from the upper fills of the 
latest ditches in the sequence (ditches 132, 135 and 
gully 137) which may therefore have been out of use at 
this time. The earliest ditch (134) is presumed to be 
Roman, although it contained no finds. The later 
ditches were approximately parallel or perpendicular 
to Ermin Street, but it is unclear whether the 
association between road and settlement was a close 
one. A single ditch, running parallel to the roadside 
ditch and about 2 m from it, was revealed in Evaluation 
Trench 1 and this may have been settlement-related. 
Its recut or upper fill contained some 4th-century 
pottery. There was no evidence for a building fronting 
the road in this trench, although the limitations 
imposed by a single evaluation trench inevitably mean 
that this absence cannot be regarded as definitive. 
However, the absence of Roman deposits or features 
within Evaluation Trenches 2 and 3, which effectively 
formed a continuous transect between the Roman road 
and the A419, suggests that the occupation was 
genuinely sparse, perhaps representing no more than 
a single dwelling (although the truncation of ground 
to the north-west by later stream channels needs to be 
borne in mind). 

The excavated evidence was insufficient to define 
the nature of the site; although it was located near 
both road and river, there is no suggestion of a function 
related to either. It is worth mentioning that the Roman 
deposits overlay a substrate of alluvial clay, which 
suggests that the site may represent a late colonisation 

of somewhat marginal land (as has been suggested 
for the settlement at Birdlip Quarry, which in other 
respects was in a radically different location, but 
nonetheless a relatively well sheltered one). There is 
abundant evidence for Roman activity in the Upper 
Thames/Lower Churn area although no sites in the 
immediate vicinity are clearly defined (Fig. 4.37). 
A similar site may exist c. 400 m to the south-east on 
the line of Ermin Street (Wilts. SMR SU19SW309 - east 
of High Bridge) where areas of dark soil appear to be 
closely associated with finds of Roman metalwork 
(Wilts. SMR SU19SW310). The extensive, rectilinear, 
ditched trackways east of Weavers Bridge are undated 
although highly likely to be Roman given their 
disregard for the modern lanes and villages. 
They appear to be associated with individual sub-
rectangular enclosures for which, again, there is only 
cropmark evidence, but which are plausibly Roman. 
At face value this may suggest an intensive exploit
ation of the lower terrace and floodplain, perhaps 
associated with a distinctive type of small, scattered 
settlement. A specialised pastoral emphasis to this 
occupation would seem a reasonable assumption on 
locational grounds, although much remains to be done 
to confirm this speculation. 

BIRDLIP QUARRY 
By Andrew Mudd 

Introduction 

The excavation of the Romano-British settlement at 
Birdlip Quarry was the largest on the road project. It 
took place within the footprint of the roundabout at 
the northern end of the development, just south of the 
modern quarry (Fig. 4.40). The site lay between 260-
266 m OD occupying a south-facing slope, which 
included a shallow dry valley. It lay adjacent to the 
A417 which follows the course of Ermin Street. Due to 
an alteration of the road alignment and the position of 
the roundabout between the evaluation stage and the 
commencement of excavation, much of the excavated 
area had not been evaluated. 

Approximately 1 ha was excavated in several 
stages (Fig. 4.41). The main area excavation which 
incorporated occupation Areas A-E was followed by 
two small trenches examining the course of Ermin 
Street to the north-west (Areas 1 and 4), the line of a 
new culvert (Area 6), and areas between the main 
excavation and Ermin Street (Areas 2A-C). Other 
deposits between the main excavation and the A417 
either lay outside the development corridor, or were to 
be preserved in situ. However, another occupation area 
(Area 3) was found further south during a watching 
brief on the line of the slip road. This was subsequently 
extended to examine a late Roman road surface 
(Area 5). In addition to these excavation areas, two 
trenches (Ermin Street Trenches 3 and 4) were excavated 
as part of the programme specifically designed to 
examine Ermin Street. These are included in this section. 

Extensive Romano-British occupation was found 
both on the hillslope and in the dry valley. A thin scatter 
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Figure 4.40 Birdlip Quarry, site location. 

of prehistoric pits was also uncovered (Chapter 2, 
Fig. 2.2). The hillslope was cut on the eastern side of 
the site by a regular series of medieval plough furrows 
which became less substantial towards the top of the 
slope (Chapter 6, Fig. 6.8). These were probably 
medieval and had truncated Roman features locally. 
Deep ploughing was also evident at the western end 
of the site and ploughmarks were evident elsewhere. 
This later cultivation had resulted in some truncation 
of Roman deposits, although generally those deposits 
within the dry valley were exceptionally well 
preserved. 

Site layout 

The main elements of the Romano-British settlement 
consisted of several discrete areas containing 
occupation debris (Areas A-E in the main excavation, 
and Area 3) concentrated particularly on the lower 
hillslope. These were interspersed with a pattern of 
shallow-ditched boundaries and enclosures. Other 
features were relatively sparse but included a corn 
dryer, three wells and a small number of pits and 
gullies. Evidence of structures was found within all 
the occupation areas, except Area B. Those on the 
hillslope were shown to have been located on shallow 
terraces. 

Throughout the life of the settlement the main focus 
of occupation was within the dry valley in Area A 
where a sequence of buildings developed, set back a 
little from the Roman road. The sequence started with 
circular wooden buildings, which were later replaced 
by stone-founded structures, initially of circular and, 
in the final phases probably rectangular, form (Figs 
4.44, 4.73 and 4.89). There were few ancillary features, 
but to the east of Area A was a small enclosure 
attached to a ditched trackway which ran up the hill. 
Both these features became redundant later on. 

Another structure of apparently quite rudimentary, 
partly circular, form was sited in Areas C and 2C. 
This structure was associated with a series of ovens 
and a stone surface. Area D on the hillside in the centre 
of the site was the location of another partly circular 
structure which was later replaced by a structure of 
circular or semi-circular form. The structures were 
sited in the corner of a partial enclosure and were 
associated with a smaller probable structure of similar 
form to the north, and a well to the east. Area E was 
the site of another sequence of two rudimentary 
circular or partly circular buildings, again associated 
with a well. Part of another probable structure, this 
time of rectangular form, was located in Area 3, close 
to the edge of Ermin Street. The only other evidence of 
rectangular structures lay west of Area A, well back 
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from the line of the road, although the evidence was 
very slight. 

A possible ditched track running east-west divided 
the main part of the site from an enclosure to the north. 
The enclosure contained another well and, while 
without direct evidence of structures, buildings were 
probably located just outside the excavation area to 
the north-west where occupation had been suggested 
from the results of the evaluation. 

Settlement probably did not extend significantly 
further west, beyond Area A, although there was 
greater plough truncation here. There were no 
significant finds or features to the east of the site. 

Phasing 

The nature of the site and the way in which it was 
excavated in stages, required each of the separate 
excavation areas and each of the 'complex areas' of 
the main site, to be phased individually. Each 'Phase' 
in the following site description is therefore unique to 
each of the excavated areas (eg. Area 2A, Area 3, Area 4) 
or each of the 'complex areas ' within the main 
excavation (eg. Area A, Area B, Area C). The latter were 
more or less discrete areas but were not defined 
physically. It was not assumed at the outset that 
changes and developments across the site were 
synchronous. The phases within each area did not 
include all the details of development which could be 
detected, but did reflect significant changes in the 
organisation of the settlement, including the use and 
abandonment of structures and areas of the site. 

At the next stage the whole site (with the exception 
of certain areas which remained unphased) was 
divided into two higher order Periods. This division 
appeared to reflect site-wide changes which could be 
dated to around the middle of the 3rd century AD. 
Period 1 was given a start date of around AD 180 since 
any earlier occupation was light and the presence of 
structures much before this is doubtful. There were, 
however, deposits in Area A which pre-dated the 
earliest structure here and these probably dated to 
earlier in the 2nd century (Pre-Period 1). Period 2 
started around AD 250, but this is not to say that the 
changes across the site need be synchronous since the 
dating evidence was not precise. At a later stage of 
analysis it was decided that subtle but significant site-
wide changes could be detected within Period 2, which 
was consequently divided into sub-Periods 2A and 
2B. The latter reflected the latest phases of the 
accumulation of material when most of the structures 
appear to have gone out of use except the third phase 
of building in Area 3 and those represented by the 
linear walls in Area A. The date range of Period 2B is 
difficult to estimate and again there is no compelling 
reason why the phases in each Area need be exactly 
the same. The best dating evidence comes from Area 3 
where the beginning of Phase 3 has been placed in the 
320s. In Area A, Phase 6 is thought to have started 
slightly later, at around AD 340. A compromise would 
suggest a site-wide change in occupation marking 
Period 2B can be given a start date of around AD 330. 

Plate 4.10 The Romano-British settlement at Birdlip 
Quarry, Cowley. The site lay beside Ermin Street (now the 
A417) which runs south toward Cirencester. The stonework 
in Area A is clearly visible, as are the medieval lynchets. 
The picture was taken before Areas 2, 3 and 5 had been 
opened up. The Iron Age site at Highgate House lies in the 
middle distance. Reproduced by permission of RCHME 
(ref NMR 15424/03). 

Table 4.1 Birdlip Quarry, a concordance of the phases for 
each Area 

PERIOD 1 PERIOD 2A PERIOD 2B 
AREA Phase Phase Phase 

A 2 3-5 6 
B 1-3 4 -5 6 
C 1 2 3 
D 1 2 3 
E 1 2 3 
1 (Ermin St) 1-3? 3? 3? 

2A (Ermin St) 1-2? 2 -3 4 

2B-2C 1-2 3-5 6 
3 1 2 3 
5 (with Ermin St Tr.3) 1 2 3 
6 (Ermin St) 1 2 3 
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Figure 4.41 Birdlip Quarry, site plan showing individual excavation areas (1-6) and foci of occupation in the main site. 

The end date is thought to be not much later than AD 
370/380, although this might be pushed forward to 
c. AD 390 taking the single Theodosian coin as 
evidence. The approximate dates are therefore: Period 
1 AD 180-250, Period 2A AD 250-330, and Period 2B 
AD 330-380. 

distribution of finds in and around the structures in 
Area A. The spatial analyses indicate the value of 
this line of enquiry as a tool for identifying some 
characteristics of site deposits, and as an aid to 
understanding the nature of the settlement and 
its inhabitants. 

Structure of report 

The following description of the site is ordered 
chronologically as far as possible. The trenches which 
examined Ermin Street are described and discussed 
at the end of the section, since, with the exception of 
Area 5, their phasing does not neatly tie in with that 
from the main site and they form a convenient group. 
The descriptive section is followed by a discussion of 
the finds in relation to the site. The interrogation of 
the database and the plotting of spatial data was 
undertaken using Dominic Powlesland's G-sys GIS/ 
GDMS programme. Some of the results are discussed 
as a demonstration of the potential of this technique 
for the examination of site data in a way which is 
seldom attempted on sites of this period. It was also 
felt that the unusual quality of preservation of deposits 
in the dry valley justified particular attention to the 

Pre-period 1: 2nd century AD? 

Activity was represented by a probable hollow way 
and a small group of features which pre-dated the 
earliest structure in Area A. 

Areas A, IB and 2C: Phase 1 

Hollow way (Fig. 4.42) 

A discontinuous and diffuse layer of stones, 1151, lay 
in a slight hollow in the natural silt-clay on the western 
side of the dry valley. The hollow ran up hill, north 
of the later penannular ditches, with the stones 
continuing as layer 1148. Layer 1139 was probably 
part of the same spread although the fact that it formed 
a more solid surface outside the later ditch 1450, 
suggests that it was also associated with the first 
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Figure 4.42 Birdlip Quarry, pre-period 1 hollow way and other features in Area A. 
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Figure 4.43 Birdlip Quarry, plan of excavated features, period 1. 
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Figure 4.44 Birdlip Quarry, period 1, phase 2A, structure 1463 (Area A). 
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Figure 4.45 Birdlip Quarry, plan of structure 1463. 
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building here (below, Phase 2A). The SE 
hollow itself is interpreted as an eroded 
'hollow way' leading up the slope. The 
stones in layer 1151 were angular or ^ 
sub-angular without indication of wear, 
suggesting that they were a later surfacing 
within the hollow, although it is possible 
that they were a more fortuitous accum
ulation caused by erosion higher up the 
slope. 

The hollow was filled with a largely 
stone-free yellowish brown clayey silt with 
grey mottles (layer 994) which was 0.1-
0.2 m thick, homogeneous and appeared 
to represent a natural accumulation 
(Fig. 4.51, section 245). The deposit con
tained pottery of the 2nd century AD and 
animal bone. Close dating of the pottery is 
not possible, but it may be of the mid, or 
even earlier 2nd century in order to 
accommodate a natural infilling of the 
hollow way before the first structure was 
built. Alternatively, the deposit might have 
been made ground to fill the hollow 
immediately prior to the construction of 
the first structure. A logical explanation 
would see it as having been derived from 
cutting into the hill face to create the 
terrace on which the structure was to stand, 
but in terms of the observed soils, layer 994 
did not appear to be dumping and did not 
contain stones as surely it would have if it had been 
derived from terracing. A similar deposit, 1150, 
occupied a hollow of negligible depth to the east. The 
evidence seems to indicate a period of abandonment 
of the use of the hollow way in the earlier 2nd century 
AD and natural infilling. 

The date of the use of the hollow way cannot be 
estimated. Pottery from colluvial layer 1140 (which 
appeared to slightly overlie the stony layer 1148 shown 
on Figure 4.42) contained an assemblage of pottery 
which may belong to the earlier 2nd century (possibly 
relating to activity further up the hill), but the hollow 
way may have had its origin much earlier. 

Pit 1125 and feature 882 (Fig. 4.42) 

The sharply rectangular corner of a probable pit, 1125, 
was revealed on the south-western edge of Area A. 
It was estimated to have extended for about 3 m in a 
north-west - south-east direction although it had been 
truncated on its northern side by penannular ditch 
1450 and on its southern side by feature 882. It was 
0.4 m deep and flat-based and it was filled with a 
notably pale yellowish brown silt-clay (1124) without 
diagnostic finds. Its date is unclear but it may be 
early Roman. 

Feature 882 was heavily truncated by the pen-
annular ditches of the later structures. It was of 
indeterminate shape but considered likely to have been 
a shallow ditch (0.23 m deep) running south-west -
north-east. It may have been connected with the later 
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Figure 4.46 Birdlip Quarry, entrance postholes, sections. 

penannular ditches as its upper surface (712) 
contained a few sherds of 3rd-century pot. Its primary 
fill (890) was without finds. It was not traced any 
further south-west in Area 2. 

Soil layers in Areas 2B and 2C 

In these areas there was no clear indication of features 
pre-dating the roundhouses of Phase 2. This absence 
includes the hollow way which was not definable 
south of Area A and may have become much more 
diffuse. Instead the area contained a series of soil layers 
with few finds overlying undisturbed colluvium. These 
were compact light brown, mottled mid brown silts 
with progressively more orange-brown flecking 
towards the base of the sequence. The earliest soils, 
1283 and 1284 were undated (Fig. 4.51, section 291). 
These may be identified with a general early soil 
horizon, which includes 1126 (datable to the 2nd 
century) further north (Fig. 4.75, section 256). Layer 
1268 (Fig. 4.51, section 291, North) is approximately 
equivalent and yielded an assemblage of pottery dated 
to AD 150-250. A coin (cat. 292) of AD 193-211 was 
recorded as coming from the top of this layer at the 
interface with 1225. 

Period 1: c. AD 180-250 

The main occupation on the site started in this Period. 
It consisted of a layout of structures and ditches across 
the hillside (Fig. 4.43). 
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Plate 4.11 Area A roundhouses. The earlier fair of entrance postholes under excavation (structure 1463) lie inside the 
later pair (structure 1464). 

Areas A and 2B: Phase 2A (Figs 4.44-A5) 

The silting up of the hollow way was followed by the 
cutting of a terrace for a roundhouse platform, the 
construction of the first roundhouse (structure 1463) 
and the excavation of the first penannular drainage 
ditch (1450). 

Stony layer 1139 (Figs 4.44-A.45) 

Stone layer 1139 formed a skirt around the outside of 
ditch 1450 (segment 1067 in this part of the site) and 
appears therefore to have been associated with the 
ditch although it lay partly within the hollow way. 
However, rubble layer 1128 and layer 807 (Fig. 4.51, 
section 245), a dark yellowish brown clay-silt with 
some stones, which were both interpreted as upcast 
from the ditch, overlay 1139 showing that the 
excavation of the ditch put the stone surface out of 
use. Layer 1139 may originally have been related to 
the hollow way but appears to have been repaired 
and extended for use during the construction of the 
roundhouse. It had a rather more worn appearance 
than layer 1151 (the stones within the hollow way). 
It was then cut through and covered over when the 
ditch was dug. Layer 901 of larger stone slabs 
appeared to seal ditch upcast and was probably 
contemporary with the ditch. 

Structure 1463 (Fig. 4.45) 

The drainage ditch 1450 formed a near-circle of about 
13 m in diameter internally with an entrance gap to 
the south-east. The ditch was from a little under 0.3 m 
to 0.4 m deep (being shallower on the northern side) 
with a generally steep-sided and round-based profile 
(Fig. 4.47, sections 193, 230, 244, 209 and 203). 
Although the later recut 1451 resulted in some 
truncation, 1450 was the deeper and its course was 
reasonably clear even on the southern side where the 
later cut followed the alignment of 1450 precisely. 

Within the enclosure formed by the ditch was the 
trace of a circular wall of stakes (1153), 12 m in diameter, 
which butted a pair of door posts (1147 and 1145). The 
stake wall was a subtle feature which only became 
apparent under favourable moisture conditions. It was 
not visible as a continuous ring, but enough survived 
to be sure of its interpretation. On the northern side, 
the excavation of the underlying layer 994 had already 
commenced before the stake wall was recognised. 
Although initially a ring of postholes was also 
suspected, exploratory investigations failed to identify 
any convincing ones. The line of stakeholes did not 
appear to be set in a gully but formed a ragged line 
through the stakes having been driven into the ground 
close together. The 'gully' effect was therefore created 
by the disturbance of the upper part of the stakeholes, 
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presumably when the stakes were removed. 
The stakes had been driven to a depth of 
c. 0.2 m through a low mound on the inner 
lip of the ditch (layers 945 and 1149). This 
mound was not considered to be upcast spoil 
but probably an area of relatively protected 
ground at the edge of the sequence of 
roundhouses which had not been subjected 
to wear like the interior area. 

There was no indication of any roof 
supports. The door-posts (Fig. 4.45^4.46), to 
which the stake wall would have been 
attached, were set in postholes 2.2 m apart 
and 0.25 m deep linked by a shallow 
threshold or sill (1141). The postholes 
themselves were oval in shape (0.3 m by 
0.6 m) suggesting that they each might have 
held a pair of posts. The door frame might 
then have been separate from the wall posts 
to which the stake wall would have been 
attached. However, each posthole contained 
a single flat stone post-pad and it is possible 
that it contained just the one post. Although 
the postholes were quite shallow, it must be 
assumed that the door frame was sufficiently 
rigid when attached to the stake wall. The 
threshold was very shallow (0.07 m at the 
most) and was filled with flagstones which 
had been pressed into the natural clay-silt. 
The relationship between these threshold 
stones and the postholes suggested that the 
stones represented an infilling of a shallow 
slot which may well have held a wooden sill 
beam. This may have been joined to the door 
frame to help maintain rigidity. The stones 
themselves would therefore relate to the 
consolidation of the ground in the sub
sequent structural phase. 

Gully 866 (=818) formed a small 'antenna' 
at the entrance. It had unclear relationships 
with adjacent features. It was probably more 
or less contemporary with pit 862 which may 
have been a recut of the terminal of 1450 
(segment 934) rather than a pit. A number of 
other shallow pits clustered in this area (pits 
886, 868, 888, 972, 816 and 820). The latter 
two contained abundant limestone (like 
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Figure 4.47 Birdlip Quarry, penannular ditches, 1450 and 1451, sections. 
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Plate 4.12 Area A roundhouse. The picture shows the later entrance postholes and interior flooring. 

gully 818) and may have been infilled immediately 
prior to laying floor 802 in the subsequent phase. The 
phasing of the others is unclear. The purpose or 
purposes of these pits are not known. They may have 
held small posts, probably free-standing since they 
form no pattern. However, a probable storage or 
dedicatory vessel 943 came from a similar-sized pit in 
this area (below, Phase 4 pit 942), and it seems possible 
that these pits contained stored items or dedicatory 
deposits of a perishable nature. 

On the south-western side of the interior of the 
roundhouse a substantial part of a 2nd-century 
grey ware vessel (978) containing a small quantity of 
cremated human bone was discovered in a pit (989) 
close to the wall line (Fig. 4.45). The rim of the vessel 
was missing suggesting that it had protruded above 
the original ground surface. It is possible that this 
deposit was associated with a 'back door' although it 
is unclear whether or not the stone culvert 708 
(assigned Phase 2B - Fig. 4.49) existed in the first phase 
of penannular ditch. Alternatively the cremation may 
have been deposited in Phase 2B and associated with 
the culvert itself, although this may be stretching the 
dating evidence somewhat. 

In general it was impossible to be sure whether 
interior deposits and features were associated with 
the first or second of the roundhouses. The dating 
evidence from artefacts was not precise enough to 
discriminate between the two phases. However, there 
was some suggestion of relative phasing from the 
stratigraphy of floor deposits and burnt areas and 
those relating to the earlier phase are shown in Figure 

4.45. The occupation layers overlying the floors can 
be shown to be related to the Phase 2B roundhouse 
(structure 1464), and these are described below. It 
appears that the interior of structure 1463 was 
generally kept clean, or had been cleaned out at the 
end of the occupation. 

There were traces of prepared floor layers within 
the roundhouse although none was extensive and 
their distribution was patchy. It is unclear how 
extensive the original flooring was, but it seems 
unlikely that it ever covered most of the interior of the 
building. A 'mortar' floor of fine crushed limestone 
mixed with yellowish silt was laid just inside the main 
entrance (layer 1114) and also on the south-west side 
(layers 831 and 836, shown as Phase 2B - Fig. 4.49). 
This floor also had a surfacing of small, flat limestone 
pieces near the main entrance (layer 925). Layer 1009 
(shown as Phase 2B - Fig. 4.49) towards the back of 
the structure was a much more mixed deposit of 
compact brown silt with patches of 'mortar', burnt 
clay and burnt stone. It was interpreted as a mixed 
and trampled floor layer, which had perhaps been 
subjected to heavy wear. 

Hollow 1064 was a roughly circular depression 
on the south-western side of the roundhouse. It reached 
a depth of only 0.02-0.03 m and is likely to have been 
an eroded hollow rather than a cut feature. It 
contained a concentration of limestone slabs and 
tegulae within a matrix of greyish brown silt (Fig. 4.45). 

Three patches of fire-reddened clay floor, 724, 1033 
and 1080, were found close together in the south
western area of the roundhouse and are likely to belong 
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to the same event (Fig. 4.45). They may originally have 
been contiguous. This was the largest area of burning 
within the roundhouses. It was strati-graphically very 
early, underlying floor 836 and was certainly of Phase 
2A, conceivably earlier. No deposits or finds were 
associated with this activity and it appears that the 
area had been swept clean before floor 836 was laid. 

Hearth 756 was an area of burnt limestone slabs 
on the north-eastern side of the floor. The feature had 
been almost completely destroyed with one large 
fractured slab and two possible edging stones the only 
remaining parts of the structure still in situ. The soil 
under and among the stones (1127) had been burnt 
red and appeared also to have filled a small slot at the 
base of the feature. Dark ashy soil with burnt stones 
(918) was spread around the feature and similar 
material was present in nearby hollows which showed 
no sign of in situ burning and are therefore likely to 
have been filled with debris from this feature. 
The feature therefore appears to have been abandoned 
and possibly deliberately destroyed relatively early, 
although there is no specific reason why it should be 
associated with Phase 2A rather than 2B. 

Hearth 727 comprised several patches which were 
probably all part of the same spread of quite small, 
burnt stones forming a crescent. They overlay a spread 
of burnt material, 1104. The hearth was cut by a pitched 
stone 'setting' 747 (assigned to phase 4), and could 
belong with Phase 2A or 2B (Fig. 4.45). 

Hearth 728 was a small circular patch of burnt 
stone within a shallow cut (1032). It had no relation
ship with adjacent unburnt stone patches. 

Hearth 749 was a very small patch of fire-reddened 
stone probably cut by posthole 1113 (assigned 
Phase 2B) and overlain by floor 722 (Phase 4). 

Deposit 755 (=1022) was a small collection of burnt 
stones, although since there were a few unburnt ones 
present it is possible that the burning was not in situ 
(Fig. 4.45). 

Dating evidence 

There was little dating evidence from the primary fills 
of ditch 1450, even where it was distinct from ditch 
1451 and where primary and secondary fills could be 
distinguished. From segments 1067 and 850 a total of 
ten sherds from the primary fills are of broadly 
2nd-cenrury AD date. Later the ditch appears to have 
been infilled deliberately. The best evidence for this 
comes from segment 1067 (Fig. 4.51, section 245) where 
fill 915 was essentially a dump of natural clay-silt 
which filled the ditch and was spread over the outer 
edge, presumably to raise the ground level. 
An assemblage of 19 sherds suggested a date of 
c. AD 180-250. Similar material from segment 980 
(fill 995) yielded a more general 2nd/3rd-cenrury date, 
while terminal 934 contained nine 2nd-century sherds 
and levelling layers 792 and 788 (Fig. 4.47, section 
203) contained eight 2nd-century sherds each. 
The pottery cannot provide dating precision, but the 
overall conclusion that the building went out of use 
around AD 200, is consistent with the evidence for the 

later chronology. The date of the construction of the 
roundhouse is even more difficult to estimate. The 
entrance postholes were filled with stony greyish 
brown silts with yellowish patches suggesting that 
they had been infilled after the posts had been removed. 
There was no indication of a post-pipe. The pottery 
from 1146 (posthole 1147) was datable to the late 2nd/ 
early 3rd century which is consistent with the date for 
the dismantling of the building. The ditch upcast layer 
807 which contained an assemblage of 42 sherds was 
only broadly datable to the later 2nd / early 3rd century. 
If a 20-year lifespan for the building is considered 
reasonable, it may have been constructed around 
AD 180, although the evidence could accommodate a 
date of 20 years either side of this. 

Ditch 1453 (Fig. 4.44) 

To the east of the roundhouses, the earlier of two phases 
of ditch ran north-west - south-east for 15 m. This 
was dug slightly deeper than its replacement, but it 
was truncated along its entire length and there was 
little or no dating evidence from most of the segments. 
Its infilling can, however, be dated to c. AD 180-250 
(fill 998) so it appears to be broadly contemporary with 
the Phase 2 structures. 

Slot 1030=1282/1169 (Fig. 4.44) 

A narrow, well-defined slot (1030) ran along the 
southern edge of Area A. This was later defined as 
feature 1169 in Area 6 and feature 1282 in Area 2B 
where it cut soil layer 1283 (Fig. 4.51, section 291). 
Here it was examined in a small section on the edge of 
the previously-excavated Area A (Fig. 4.75, section 
256). It had very steep, straight sides and a flat base 
and ran south-east from a clearly-defined terminal for 
more than 10 m. The function of this slot remains 
unclear. It was initially thought to be a beam-slot, but 
the later excavation showed it to be unassociated with 
any structural features either parallel or at right-angles 
to it. It is probably best interpreted as a drainage gully, 
but its sharp profile indicates that it is likely to have 
been timber-lined. Although its relationship with ditch 
1182 (= 1184/1175 in Area 6) lay outside the excavation, 
it is considered likely that it ran into this larger ditch 
or its earlier version 1186 at right-angles. The slope of 
1030 was very gentle, dropping only about 0.10 m 
over its exposed length. 

In Area A the feature was demonstrably strati-
graphically early and the primary fill 1061 of 1030 
yielded 2nd-century pottery. Two coins dated to 
AD 193-211 (cat. 290 and 293) were recorded as 
coming from just above this fill in Area 2B (layer 1266), 
but the levels suggest that they might have come from 
the top of the fill. It is possible, then, that the gully 
went out of use around or shortly after AD 200. Two 
fragments of a late 3rd-/4th-century jar were recorded 
as coming from the upper fill of 1282 (1281) but seem 
more likely to have derived from an overlying layer, 
1227. There appears to be some unreliability in the 
provenance of finds from segment 1282. A glass bead 
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(cat. 663), was also recorded as coming from this fill 
although its level indicates that it must have come 
from higher up. In Area 6, 1169 cut a clean, light 
yellowish brown subsoil, 1180 (Fig. 4.100, section 268). 
It was also recorded as cutting an undifferentiated 
dark brown 'occupation' layer 1168, although since 
this layer (=1167) was generally dated to after the mid 
3rd century, there is an obvious inconsistency here 
and it is possible that this relationship was not 
correctly observed. 

Gully 1407 (Fig. 4.44) 

A shallow, slightly sinuous gully, just 0.08-0.11 m 
deep, ran south-east from an ill-defined terminal just 
south of the roundhouses. It was excavated in several 
segments as it was initially thought to represent a 
series of discrete features, but is best interpreted as a 
single gully with irregular edges. Its function is obscure 
and its stratigraphic position somewhat uncertain. It 
appeared to be cut by pit 1263 (whose date of origin is 
not clear but which is assigned to Phase 2B, Period 1, 
and its infilling to Phases 3—4, Period 2). The gully is 
thought likely to have cut layer 1268, although its edges 
were not at all clear until 1268 had been removed. 
A date in the late 2nd or early 3rd century would fit 
reasonably well in the overall stratigraphic sequence 
although it cannot be determined to which sub-phase 
it belonged. If it were contemporary with the use of pit 
1263, it may be seen as the trace of a walkway, perhaps 
originally of wood, between a back entrance of 
structure 1463 and the pit. 

Stone surface 1251 (Fig. 4.44) 

A small spread of stone (1251) overlay soil layer 1268 
on the southern edge of Area 2B extending beyond the 
excavation area (Fig. 4.51, section 291). The feature 
was cut by pit 1263 and possibly by gully 1293. The 
stones lay mainly flat and were worn on the upper 
surface. While apparently serving as some sort of 
surface, their precise purpose is unclear and they do 
not appear related to any other features here or in Area A. 

Areas A and 2B : Phase 2B (Figs 4.48-50) 

After structure 1463 had gone out of use and the 
penannular ditch had been infilled, it was replaced in 
an almost identical position by structure 1464. A new 
penannular ditch was dug and a floor of stone flags 
laid at the entrance. 

Structure 1464 (Fig. 4.49) 

The new penannular ditch (1451) was located slightly 
inside the earlier ditch on the northern and western 
sides but almost precisely cut it elsewhere. A new pair 
of door posts (1079 and 1039) were positioned just 
inside the earlier pair (Fig. 4.50, sections 239 and 247). 
Although there was no trace of a stake wall associated 
with the new ditch, it is certain that the whole structure 
would have been replaced as the new ditch cut the 

earlier stake wall alignment. The new ditch was 
generally shallower and with a more rounded profile 
than the earlier one. Each segment also tended to have 
a single homogeneous fill which appeared to represent 
a deliberate infill. In particular the pitched stone in 
fill 773 (segment 784) would seem to be clear evidence 
of this (Fig. 4.47, section 203). 

On the south-west side a stone-lined culvert (708), 
inserted into the ditch circuit, is likely to be of this 
phase, although at this point the ditches of both 
phases coincided. It is possible that the culvert was 
simply inserted into the earlier ditch. The culvert 
was 3.5 m long, constructed of parallel rows of roughly 
squared limestone blocks set on edge. Capstones were 
present at the southern end and are likely to have been 
robbed from elsewhere. There was no bonding but a 
number of the stones had been wedged upright with 
smaller stones. Eight of the larger stones showed fire-
reddening, generally, though not exclusively, around 
the bottom edge. Since the wedging stones were not 
reddened it seems likely that the burning relates to an 
earlier use. The culvert was filled with layers of greyish 
brown and orange-brown silts, probably representing 
in situ accumulation. 

Stone floor 802 (Fig. 4.49) 

A floor of limestone slabs (802) was laid at the entrance 
to the roundhouse sealing the 'antenna' gully 866. 
The pottery from beneath this floor was quite plentiful 
(66 sherds) and exclusively 2nd-century. It was 
interpreted as a deposit of rubbish associated with 
the earlier structure. 

Midden deposits 986, 984, 803, 780 (Fig. 4.49) 

A series of dark soils outside and on the southern side 
of the entrance are interpreted as a midden associated 
with structure 1464. Layer 984 contained worn 
fragments of horizontally laid limestones and may 
have been a remnant floor layer associated with the 
roundhouse. Above it layer 803 consisted of more 
tightly-packed stones although those did not form a 
good surface and may represent dumping. Although 
they form a stratified sequence which filled the top of 
ditch 1451, and were therefore initially assumed to 
belong to the later phases of occupation here, the 
dating of the large assemblages of pottery from each of 
these deposits consistently falls within the period AD 
180-250 and must therefore belong with Phase 2. 
It must be assumed that the midden material was used 
to infill the top of the adjacent ditch to consolidate the 
ground at the end of Phase 2. A deliberate infilling 
accords with the evidence from the other ditch 
segments. 

An alternative explanation is that all these layers 
represent a continuous in situ accumulation of rubbish 
during the life of the structure 1464. This seems less 
likely, particularly as stone layer 803 appeared to have 
been deliberately packed into the ditch and the infilling 
would effectively have put the ditch out of use as a 
drainage feature. 

166 



Chapter Four 

394790 
213465 

Figure 4.48 Birdlip Quarry, period 1, phase 2B, structure 1464 (Area A) and nearby features. 
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Figure 4.49 Birdlip Quarry, plan of structure 1464. 
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Figure 4.50 Birdlip Quarry, entrance features of structure 
1464, sections. 

Occupation layers (Fig. 4.49) 

Excepting those deposits filling features within the 
roundhouses, layers which could be interpreted as 
contemporary with the occupation of the buildings 
were not widespread and tended to be located 
immediately inside the main doorway. Layer 1116 was 
a compact mixed deposit of yellow clayey silt and grey 
silt with charcoal, no more than 0.04 m thick. It was 
contiguous with floor 1114 and overlay both the stone 
'sill', 1141, and posthole 1145 of the doorway of 
structure 1463, and so was demonstrably associated 
with the Phase 2B occupation. Layer 1116 was overlain 
by a patch of darker silt with charcoal, 1108, which 
may have been essentially part of the same layer. The 
latest layer associated with Phase 2 was a dark grey-
brown silt with small, flat, limestone slabs, 1013. This 
overlay 1116. It did not form a good surface, but it is 
considered likely that it represented late flooring 

overlying occupation debris, which had 
become broken up after abandonment, 
possibly during the use of the later, Phase 4, 
occupation. None of the finds from this layer 
need be later than the mid 3rd century. 

Stone structure 718 (Fig. 4.49) 

The structure survived as no more than a 
collection of limestone blocks within a 
shallow hollow on the south-western side of 
the structure. It was associated with 993, a 
thin dark silt around and among the stones 
which may have been an occupation layer 
associated with the stones. A large number of 
nails and an iron reaping hook (cat. 590) were 
found in this deposit. It was unclear to which 
building this feature was related, but the fact 
that some of the stones were embedded in 
floor layer 836 indicated that it was probably 
contemporary with structure 1464 and had 
subsequently been demolished or modified 
for use at a later stage. On the eastern side of 
718 was an alignment of larger limestone 
blocks, 776, apparently forming a rough wall. 
These directly overlay 718 and may have 
formed part of the same structure. However, 
they would have stood proud of the con
temporary floor surface and may have been a 
later construction. They were, in fact, level 
with the floor surface of the later structure, 

1452, and appear to have been incorporated into that 
construction, although that would not preclude the 
possibility that they had also formed part of stone 
structure 718. The soil layer butting 776 was a dark 
silt, 716, which was essentially very similar to 993. 
None of the pottery recovered from these layers need 
be later than the 2nd century. The function of this 
feature is unclear but it may have directly replaced 
hollow 1064. 

Hearth 1034/1045 

The remains of this feature consisted of a very shallow 
hollow, the edges of which had been burnt dark red. 
On the other side of the baulk 1045 was almost certainly 
the same feature but here was of negligible depth. The 
fill of 1034 (1035), contained burnt limestone. 
The overlying layers, 924 and 848 (Phase 3), were 
charcoal-rich and must have incorporated debris from 
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Figure 4.51 Birdlip Quarry, main excavation, sections. 
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Plate 4.13 Area C Oven 647. The latest in a series of ovens on this spot. 

the stone floor 1251, although it is equally possible 
that both were in use at the same time. The gully was 
partly backfilled with rubble (1292 and 813) probably 
early in the 3rd century (Fig. 4.51, section 291). It is 
unclear why this was done, but it may have been 
connected with providing access to structure 1464 
rather than denoting the destruction of a nearby 
structure or floor surface. This was followed by a 
period of natural silting in the top of the ditch (1291) 
which contained post-AD 220 pottery and suggests 
the feature went out of use towards the middle of the 
3rd century. 
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Figure 4.53 Birdlip Quarry, Area C, oven 643. 

Area C : Phase 1 and Area 2C: Phase 2A (Fig. 4.52) 

Although excavated in separate operations, these two 
adjacent areas show sufficient unity to be treated as 
one. The main early features were a series of five ovens 
constructed towards the eastern edge of a shallow 
terrace which had been cut into the hillside. A 
rudimentary wall or windbreak was constructed on 
the northern side of the terrace, but there were few 
internal features. 

Ovens 643, 644, 645, 646 and 647 (Figs 4.53-57) 

All the ovens were constructed on the same spot and 
the group represents a series of modifications, some 
quite minor, to an original structure. They are described 
in chronological order. There was little dating 
evidence although nine sherds from layer 209 were 
dated AD 120-200 and all the pottery from these 
features is compatible with a 2nd-century date. Pottery 
from the demolition rubble 193 (Fig. 4.58) is dated to 
after AD 200. 

There was little remaining of oven 643 except a 
sub-rectangular or oval pit (213=1238) approximately 
1.6 m north-south x 1.2 m east-west x 0.15 m deep, 
with a large burnt slab (215) towards the southern 
end (Fig. 4.53). It is possible that 213 represents a 
robbing cut to remove a stone lining, but the shallow
ness of the edge of the pit suggests that the pit was 
never lined with stone like the later ones. Burning 
was not general over the base of this feature or on the 
edges. It was quite restricted, though intense, on slab 
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Figure 4.54 Birdlip Quarry, Area C, oven 644 and 645. 

0.35 m deep and posthole 632 was 0.2 m deep below 
the base of the oven and both contained some limestone 
fragments and reddened clay. A stone lining 621 was 
evident at the north-east end consisting of five rough 
courses of limestone bonded with a white sandy 
mortar. The stones were largely unburnt. The steepness 
of the sides of the pit suggested that it may originally 
have been lined on three sides. The absence of evidence 
for burning and the use of (presumably wooden) posts, 
suggests that the feature was not used as an oven, or 
at least that the fire was located outside the chamber. 
A possible reconstruction would see stone slab 215 as 
the base for a fire with the heat being directed between 
the posts and into the chamber. Even in this re
construction the posts would have been subjected to 
intense heat and it is possible that the posts were of 
stone. The use of stone slab 215 would imply that 
charcoal layer 209 was associated with this oven. 

215, and underneath was an ashy deposit (553) which 
overlay burnt natural clay-silt (554). It is possible that 
slab 215 was a later lining, or had been moved from 
elsewhere. A small posthole (634) probably belongs 
with this structure, but its purpose is unclear. Layers 
204 and 209 were similar charcoal-rich layers which 
probably represented debris from the oven spread 
around (Fig. 4.57, section 51) Samples of charred 
remains from both layers were analysed in detail (Table 
8.53, samples 22 and 24; Table 8.56, sample 22, see 
Pelling, Chapter 8). The samples were actually quite 
different, Sample 22 consisting mostly of cereal chaff 
and sample 24 mostly of weed seeds. It is likely that 
both represented batches of material used as fuel or 
kindling. 

Oven 644 comprised a rectangular pit, 212, of 
similar dimensions to the earlier oven but slightly 
deeper (0.27 m) and oriented north-east - south-west 
(Fig. 4.54). There were two substantial postholes, 630 
and 632, at the south-west end. Posthole 630 was 
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Figure 4.55 Birdlip Quarry, Area C, oven 646. 
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Figure 4.56 Birdlip Quarry, Area C, oven 647. 

Oven 645 was a modification to oven 644 involving 
the insertion of a stone lining 610 along the north
west side, butting wall 621. Although this may have 
been the original form of oven 644, the new insertion 
was markedly more fire-reddened than wall 621 
suggesting a change in use whereby fire was used in 
close proximity to wall 610. It is possible that the posts 
were not part of this structure, although they might 
have been used if shielded from direct flame. The 
general lack of reddening on the end wall still remains 
puzzling but it is possible that it too was shielded. 

Oven 646 involved the further modification of pit 
212 with the insertion of a thick stone lining 199 
resulting in a much smaller, more oval-shaped oven 
(Fig. 4.55). The stone was neatly battered and perhaps 
three courses thick at the north-east end, making the 
base relatively narrow. The stone lining was made with 
shaped, round-edged stones which were heavily burnt 
all the way round the oven. The surfaces were partly 
disintegrating, and it is possible that the rounding 
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was due to heat- induced exfoliation. The base 
contained successive layers of yellowish white (551 
and 549) and pinkish (550 and 548) silt. The whiter 
layers presumably resulted from ash mixed with burnt 
clay when the fuel residue was raked out. The 
interleaved burnt silt may represent successive re
surfacing. There was little charcoal, indicating 
considerable care in keeping the oven clean. 

The final form of the oven, 647, involved relining 
structure 646 with stone slabs on the base and at the 
north-east end (context 555) (Fig. 4.57, sections 38 and 
40), and possibly also at the south-west end (although 
a single stone here may have been fortuitous). This 
reduced the size of the oven to 0.7 m x 0.5 m x 0.12 m 
deep. The new lining was also heavily burnt. The fill 
was a dark grey brown silt with charcoal (198). The 
carbonised material was again dominated by cereal 
chaff with some charcoal (Table 8.53, sample 14; see 
Pelling, Chapter 8). 

Gullies 696 and 697 (Fig. 4.52 and Fig. 4.57, sections 61 
and 62) 

Two shallow gullies ran inside the northern rim of the 
terrace. There was some overlap between them and 
they may have been sequential features. The relation
ship between the two was unclear, but on the basis of 
the associated pottery from 338, gully 696 (segments 
339 and 389) was the earlier. This was the narrower 
and less distinctive of the two. Two morticed limestone 
blocks (297 and 298) were set in shallow postholes 
(313 and 317) on the alignment of this gully. The blocks 
were roughly squared and of a similar size (0.30-0.37 
m2 and 0.15 m thick) with a mall square socket on the 
upper face. The gully was barely traceable between 
the two stones and it is possible that, at this point, the 
mortices supported a gateway in a fence. However, 
there were no identifiable postholes along the line of 
the gully and it is unclear how a fence would have 
been constructed. 

Gully 697 was slightly more substantial and was 
probably the gully traceable south-east of the later 
ditch, 233, petering out towards the edge of the 
excavation (segment 228). It was not evident in 
Area 2C. Again its function is unclear, but it did not 
appear to have structural significance and is probably 
best interpreted as a drainage gully diverting water 
running down the hillside. There was no obvious sign 
of an associated structure, although there is no 
stratigraphic reason why the morticed stones 297 and 
298 could not have been coeval with it. A curving 
alignment of post-settings is suggested by the 
inclusion of a shallow, stone-filled feature 414 at the 
end of the gully and a patch of (unnumbered) stones 
2.5 m from 297 (Fig. 4.52). However, it is far from clear 
what kind of structure (if any) would be implied by 
this collection of features. 

An assemblage of 32 sherds of pottery from fill 386 
(segment 387) is dated to AD 180-250. A large 
proportion of a Dorset Black Burnished Ware jar (cat. 
154) from fill 258 (segment 259) may be associated 
with this phase, although it could be a later insertion. 

Floor layers 

There was no good evidence of a floor layer con
temporary with this phase of occupation. Pottery of 
2nd-century date was common in the overlying layer 
253 and it was also present in layer 227 (both Phase 3). 
Material associated with the first phase of occupation 
therefore comes from layers which are indistinguish
able from later deposits. This is probably due to an 
absence of a prepared floor and the consequent mixing 
and churning of material. Layer 348, which underlay 
the stone surface 302 (Phase 2) contained little except 
fragments of an iron bucket hoop (cat. 566). 

Stony layer 1254, charcoal patch 1273 and burnt patch 
1242 (Fig. 4.52) 

West of the ovens and probably, though not certainly, 
contemporary with them, a layer of fine stones (1254) 
directly overlay the reddish brown colluvium 1248 on 
the eastern edge of a slight hollow (Area 2C). It may 
have been intended as rudimentary flooring and the 
stones were pressed into the underlying 'natural'. 
However, it is unclear what this would have been 
associated with. It was limited in extent and it appears 
unlikely that it originally extended further as there 
was no indication of truncation or thinning out 
through wear. Up slope (ie. eastward) the overlying 
layer was a general dark soil 1210 which appeared 
not to have been disturbed by ploughing. 

Layer 1254 was probably contemporary with 
charcoal spread 1273, of uncertain derivation, but 
apparently not in situ. This overlay a broader spread 
of greyish brown silt with charcoal, 1287. These layers 
were sealed by a bank of silt-clay (1272) associated 
with ditch 1255 (Fig. 4.51, section 293 and Fig. 4.59). 
At the eastern end of this area, feature 1242 represented 
a small lens of in situ burning which was recorded 
only in section. 

Ditch 700 (see also Area B; Phase 2A) 

A series of two boundary ditches 700 (segment 1258) 
(Fig. 4.52) and 698 (segment 1256) (Fig. 4.58) and a 
curving ditch (1255) (Fig. 4.59) were dug through the 
western part of Area 2C. Ditches 700 and 698 extended 
from the main excavation area (Area B) where ditch 
700 was the earlier. No relationships between any of 
the ditches were evident in Area 2C. However, they 
were clearly sequential and are assigned to 
Phases 2A to 2C. 

Ditch 700 was without diagnostic dating evidence 
from any of its segments. It appears to have been 
deliberately infilled and replaced by ditch 698, 
segment 1256 (Fig. 4.51, section 274). 

Area C: Phase 2 and 2C: Phase 2B (Fig. 4.58) 

Ditch 233 (=1229) 

Ditch 233 was dug against the edge of oven 647 and 
almost certainly put it out of use, although the structure 
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Figure 4.59 Birdlip Quarry, period 1, late phase, features in Area C/2C. 

itself was not damaged by the ditch. There is no 
evidence of a significant period of abandonment before 
the ditch was dug and it is possible that the change of 
use of this area was quite rapid. It is also possible that 
the ditch related to the continued maintenance of a 
boundary here, as its terminal lay close to the edge of 
the terrace. The primary fill (243), a yellowish brown 
clayey silt, yielded 11 sherds giving a terminus post 
quern of AD 220 (Fig. 4.57, section 51). This is 
considered more reliable dating than that gained from 
fill 1230 (segment 1229) where 41 sherds were dated 
to the 2nd century, and it is assumed that the earlier 
pottery is residual. The second fill 236 was a dark 
brown silt with charcoal which may have eroded from 
around the ovens. The upper fill, a cleaner yellowish 
brown silt with limestone lumps, some burnt, is 
thought to represent natural accumulation. Abundant 

pottery from this deposit is dated to c. AD 240-300. 
The ditch is thus thought to have been in use during 
the earlier 3rd century and was left to silt in around 
the middle of the 3rd century, although pottery was 
clearly still reaching the area. 

Stone surface 302 (Fig. 4.58, Fig. 4.61, section 64) 

This was a spread of large, but not uniformly large, 
stones on the western side of Area C. A few stones 
extended south into Area 2C. These were strati-
graphically distinct from layer 1254 (Phase 2A, above) 
but there may be some significance in the coincidence 
of the eastern edge of both these deposits. The stones 
in 302 were generally quite rounded and worn 
suggesting that they had been heavily used (rather 
than being a wall base). Some of the stones were burnt, 
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but clearly not in situ. The surface most likely served 
as an area of hard-standing although there was no 
clue as to its precise purpose. Its date is also unclear. 
Associated pottery (ie. from among and under the 
stones) is generally of the 2nd or 3rd century. However, 
it appears that the stonework respected ditch 698 
(segment 543) and it may therefore have had its origin 
in the 2nd century and have been contemporary with 
the ovens. It may also be significant that a layer of 
stones (537) was dumped in the top of the ditch 
(Phase 2C) and this may represent a later extension of 
surface 302 in the early 3rd century. 

Ditch 698 (segment 1256) (See also Area B: Phase 2B) 

This ditch appears to have replaced ditch 700 after 
the latter had been deliberately infilled. The dating 
evidence from Area B suggests that the new ditch 
need not have been in use after AD 200, although 
pottery from the lower fill of segment 1256 (fill 1257) 
indicates that it was in use slightly later (Fig. 4.51, 
section 274). 

Area 2C: Phase 2C (Fig. 4.59) 

Ditch 1255 

Ditch 1255 was curving slightly and terminated within 
the area, so it may not have been a boundary ditch like 
ditches 700 and 698. It perhaps defined an area 
of occupation or a structure located outside the 
excavation. It had a bank (1272) on its eastern side 
which sealed occupation layers 1273 and 1287 of 
probable early 3rd-century date. Ditch 1255 would 
therefore post-date the other ditches and was 
presumably dug shortly after ditch 698 had gone out 
of use. Its primary fill was without finds but a 
considerable amount of pottery (around 250 sherds) 
from the upper fill (1250) and overlying layers 1236 
and 1235 (Fig. 4.51, section 274), indicates that the 
series of ditches had gone out of use and been filled in 
before about AD 280. These soils probably represent a 
mixture of colluvial accumulation and rubbish 
disposal. Most finds are recorded as coming from the 
top of the layer, so it is possible that ditch 1255 had 
gone out of use in the earlier 3rd century after a very 
brief period of use. 

Area B: Phase 1 

Soils and gullies 399, 569 and 590 (Figs 4.43 and 4.60) 

Phase 1 comprised deposits predating the main 
ditches here. In theory this included the soils and 
colluvial silts (497, 231, 278, 455 and 544) which the 
ditches in this area cut. However, the dating evidence 
from these layers is unhelpful and includes some 
intrusive material, including a medieval sherd (from 
231) and late Roman shelly ware (from 278). This is 
probably because the finds include material from 
general cleaning of the 'natural', rather than being 
solely from the strictly sealed deposits. A fragment of 

a possible lead pig (cat. 645) and a bone pin (cat. 652) 
from 278 need not be early. 

The earliest stratified feature here was gully 399 
(Fig. 4.43) which yielded nine 2nd-century sherds and 
was cut by ditch 701. It survived as a barely traceable 
hollow which petered out in a collection of shallow 
linear scoops (560). Its character is unique on this site 
and it is unclear what other features it related to. Its 
alignment pre-figures the later boundary ditches to 
the west and it seems likely that it was an earlier 
version of ditch 700. It may already have defined the 
eastern side of a track or less formal route running up 
the hill. This was later defined by ditches and 
cobbling (Phases 2-3), but unless the hollow way was 
entirely natural, it seems that it must have had an 
earlier origin which only became formalised in the 
2nd century AD. 

Gully 569 (Fig. 4.60) may also have been an early 
feature, although its relationship with ditch 699 
(Phase 2B) was unclear. The gully was only evident 
for a short distance. To the north, gully 590, which ran 
north-east off site, was stratigraphically early, but also 
of unclear significance. 

Area B: Phase 2A (Fig. 4.60) 

Ditch 701 

This was excavated in segments 362, 353 and 375. 
It was a short length of ditch with very steep / vertical 
sides and a flat base (Fig. 4.61, sections 75 and 120). 
Its sharp edges suggested that it might have held a 
timber beam, but it could not be related to anything 
structural. It also appears unsuitable to serve for 
drainage and its function is unclear. The lower fills 
(364 and 374) were thick deposits of yellowish brown 
silting, while the dark grey upper fill (363) may have 
been much later infilling. The feature lacked good 
dating evidence although pottery from the lower fills 
was consistent with a 2nd-century date. 

Ditch 700 

This ditch had a terminal (segment 503) a short 
distance from ditch 701 and ran south-west at right-
angles to it. It was examined in four segments in the 
main excavation and also examined in Area 2C 
(Fig. 4.52). It contained no finds, probably partly 
because it was heavily truncated by the later recut 
698, although where the ditches were separate the 
earlier one was without finds (Fig. 4.61, section 64). 
In segment 584 all finds were labelled with the recut 
because of the difficulty of distinguishing the fills at 
the time of excavation. It is considered probably 
contemporary with ditch 701, although 700 was more 
obviously a drainage feature with more moderately 
sloping sides and a variable flatfish or rounded base 
(Fig. 4.61, sections 64 and 145). The method of infill 
was not entirely clear, but greyer cast to the upper 
fills could be interpreted as showing deliberate infill 
(fills 286, 581 and 582) following natural primary 
silting (fills 373 and 583). 
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Area B: Phase 2B (Fi%. 4.60) 

Ditch 698 

This ditch represents a recut of ditch 700 and was 
very similar to the earlier cut in size and shape. Its 
terminal cut ditch 701. Again its fills could be 
interpreted as relatively clean primary silting, followed 
by deliberate infilling. This is clearest in the terminal 
(Fig. 4.61, section 120, segment 352) where the upper 
fill (351) contained a dump of stones, and also in 
segments 285 and 543 where the infilling was 
completed with a deposit of stones (537), which 
appeared to represent a consolidation of the ground 
in the vicinity of Area C (Fig. 4.59). 

Assemblages of pottery from three of the segments 
indicate a 2nd-century infilling. Pottery from segment 
390 (fill 410) and from segment 1256 (fill 1257) in 
Area 2C appears to be slightly later, and a compromise 
would suggest that the ditch went out of use at the 
end of the 2nd or beginning of the 3rd century AD. 

Ditch 699 

This ditch ran south-east from a narrow terminal and 
then turned sharply south-west approximately parallel 
to ditch 698. It is almost certainly the same as the ditch 
running the length of Area 6 (Fig. 4.48, segments 1184, 
1182 and 1175). The profile of the ditch was varied but 
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although there was no relationship between the two. 
It may also have been part of a larger area of 
surfacing which included surviving remnants 448 
and 376 on the edge of the site to the north-west. It is 
likely that this cobbling was related to a more 
intensive use of the hollow way, or a more formal 
definition of it. There was little dating evidence from 
307 which was the more deeply stratified deposit. 
A large pottery assemblage from 251 is dated to after 
AD 240, but it is not really possible to distinguish 

what was truly within the layer from 
material which accumulated during 
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Figure 4.63 Birdlip Quarry, period 1, structure 1456, ditch 269 
sections. 

with a tendency to be deeper than ditch 698 and with 
a narrower base. All the sections in the main 
excavation (segments 318, 328 and 419) showed two 
fills - a deep orange-brown clayey silt overlain by a 
greyer fill which may have been deliberately deposited 
(Fig. 4.61, section 63). The segments in Area 6 showed 
only a light greyish fill, perhaps because the ditch had 
been kept clean. 

There was little dating evidence. Pottery from the 
lower fill (309) was consistent with a later 2nd-century 
use of the feature. The upper fill (347) was spot-dated 
to post-AD 200 and fill 296 (segment 318) contained a 
Dressel 20 amphora rim of late 1st/early 2nd- century 
type. There were no diagnostic finds from the segments 
in Area 6. The ditch could therefore be contemporary 
with 698, going out of use in the early 3rd century. The 
ditches are likely to have defined a trackway running 
up the hill. 

Area B: Phase 3 (Fig. 4.60) 

Cobbled surfaces 307, 251 and 448 

The upper fill of ditch 699 in segment 318 was 
immediately sealed by a layer of limestone 'cobbles' 
307 which occupied the deepest part of the hollow 
way and spread out over the surrounding 'natural' 
clay-silt. The stones were sub-angular or rounded with 
a maximum size of about 0.30 m but with many smaller 
stones and chippings between the larger ones. Many 
of the stones were burnt. This layer was likely to have 
been coeval with layer 251 slightly higher up the slope 

Structure 1456 

Structure 1456 was situated on a 
shallow terrace which had been cut 
into the hillslope on the central part 
of the site (Fig. 4.62). The southern 
part of this structure had been cut 
away by a lynchet and its overall 
form is uncertain as a result. 
It comprised a curving ditch (269) 
with a shallow gully or slot (524) 
close to its inner lip. There were 
a number of small shallow pi ts / 
postholes associated with this gully. 

Others may have been contemporary, or associated 
with the later structure 1457. Overall, there were few 
internal features although hearth 264 belongs with 
this structure. 

Ditch 269 

The original extent of ditch 269 is uncertain since both 
terminals were truncated, the southern one by a 
lynchet and the northern one by ditch 271 of the later 
structure 1457. The northern terminal is thought to 
have terminated just north of section 147 (Fig. 4.79) 
although this was not observable. While two ditches 
emerge in truncated form on the north-west side of 
structure 1457 (466 and 468), neither were on the 
alignment of ditch 269 as revealed in section 72 
(Fig. 4.79). Unless the course of the ditch were irregular, 
or the excavated section misleading, it seems that 466 
and 468 must represent two sub-phases of the later 
structure 1457. Ditch 269 therefore would have formed 
a partial enclosure, presumably for drainage and 
serving to divert water running down the hillslope 
around an area of occupation. It had a quite consistent 
composite profile with a shallow upper slope plunging 
towards a flattish base (Fig. 4.63, sections 79 and 94 
and Fig. 4.79, section 72). This may have been due to 
prolonged erosion of the edges while the ditch was 
open, or perhaps caused by the thorough cleaning out 
of an originally shallower ditch. The ditch generally 
had two or three fills in its deeper segments. The lowest 
fills (574, 573 and 424) were reddish or greyish brown 
silts. Where present, the middle fills (417 and 370) 
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Figure 4.64 Birdlip Quarry, structure 1458, and well 299. 

were darker with more charcoal, perhaps representing 
dumping towards the end of the occupation. The upper 
fills (270, 504 and 415) were a lighter reddish brown 
with fine limestone fragments, suggesting a period of 
natural infilling with ploughsoil. 

Gully 524 

Gully 524 was an insubstantial feature running just 
inside and parallel to ditch 269. It was no more than 
0.07 m deep with a rounded profile. It is considered 
likely to have been a feature of some sort of structural 
significance, perhaps to hold a wall or fence. The small 
pits and possible post/stakeholes which clustered 
along this alignment were similarly insubstantial and 
without apparent pattern. The structural evidence is 
quite similar to that in Area C/2C and seems to 
indicate a rudimentary building open to the west or 
south-west. 

Hearth 264 

This hearth was an oval or sub-rectangular area of 
heavily burnt soil and stones measuring 2.2 m x 1.3 m 
x 0.12 m deep. There was no evidence of a stone base. 

The burnt stone indicated the former presence of a 
lining of some sort, but very little appeared to be in situ 
and the form of the original construction is unclear. It 
may possibly have been an oven with a superstructure. 
The hearth hollow was filled with burnt clay-silt (640) 
and was overlain by spreads of burnt stone, soil and 
charcoal (265, 266 and 267). The hearth was cut 
through by gully 340 and associated postholes (Period 
2A). However, the degree of disturbance appears to be 
more than can be accounted for by the insertion of the 
later structure, and it is probable that the structure 
was demolished when the new building was erected. 

Dating evidence 

The date of structure 1456 is not entirely clear and the 
evidence is equivocal. Nearly all the associated pottery 
comes from ditch 269. The primary fills yielded 18 
sherds all of which indicated a 2nd-century AD date. 
The middle fills contained nothing diagnostic. The 
upper fills produced somewhat conflicting evidence 
with 415 containing a 2nd-century assemblage (31 
sherds) while a DORBB1 flanged bowl from 270 would 
belong to the late 3rd century onwards. Similarly, the 
upper fill 369 (Fig. 4.79, section 72) yielded a late 3rd-
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or early 4th-century assemblage, although this fill was 
uncharacteristically dark and may belong with the 
later phase fill 272, possibly related to a cut of the later 
ditch, 271, of Period 2A. The disparity in the dates 
from these two contexts compared with the evidence 
from the other ditch fills does suggest that the late 
pottery is intrusive or misattributed during excavation. 
Thus it would be preferable to see a lack of ditch 
maintenance from the late 2nd century or at the 
beginning of the 3rd century and the ditch left to silt 
up until reoccupation in the later 3rd century. A 
compromise to accommodate the later dating would 
suggest that gradual infilling was still taking place in 
the later 3rd/early 4th century. 

Area E: Phase 1 (Fig. 4.64) 

Structure 1458 

Structure 1458 occupied a terraced platform on the 
eastern edge of the site which was only partly within 
the excavation area. It consisted of an outer gully (694) 
and an inner groove (300) with a broad gully (695) 
between them (Fig. 4.65, section 68), probably 
indicating a semi-circular structure open to the south/ 
south-west. The gullies are thought to represent an 
inner wall line, an outer eaves-drip gully and a feature 
of unknown origin between them. Gully 695 may have 
had structural significance or it may have resulted 
from the dismantling or destruction of the structure. 
The north-west segment of the outer gully (segment 
283) had an irregular line of large stones on the surface 
of the fill (284) suggesting that they had tumbled in 
from a rudimentary wall on the outer lip of the gully 
(which here coincided with the top edge of the terrace.) 
This, like the gully itself, may have been intended to 
discourage water from running into the structure. 
There was no indication of an internal surface, 
although, had one existed, it would be expected to 
have survived within the area of the terrace. The 
'natural' here was quite mottled suggesting that it had 
served as the floor. A shallow hollow 344 may have 
belonged with this or the later structure 1459. There 
was no good dating evidence for this structure, but 
nothing inconsistent with a 2nd- to 3rd-century date. 
Adjacent well 299 also belonged to this phase and is 
described below. 

Figure 4.65 Birdlip Quarry, 
structure 1458, section. 

Area 3: Phase 1 (Figs 4.66-67) 

Possible sub-rectangular structure 1683 

There is some suggestion of occupation in this area 
before the construction of a rectangular stone-based 
structure in Phase 2. The evidence was slight and not 
clearly identified during the excavation, although the 
gully which defined the structure on its northern side 
was initially given two phases which the current 
interpretation suggests was valid. The main evidence 
for this comes from the pottery which contains a late 
2nd/early 3rd century component in the Phase 2 gully 
segment 1528 (fill 1527), and in segment 1548 (fill 1526) 
which can now be interpreted as an earlier cut of the 
same gully (Fig. 4.83, section 300). There are also some 
features of a relatively early phase which are thought 
to be related to this occupation. 

Phase 1 would therefore include an early phase of 
north-west - south-east gully (1548 = 1668) which was 
almost entirely removed by the later recut. This 
contained a light brown fill which contrasted with 
the dark grey later fill. There is also the line of a 
possible beam-slot (1561 = 1606) which was only clear 
on the southern side where it turned a corner, but 
which underlay wall 1605 of Phase 2 and originally 
may have continued running parallel to gully 1548. 
A possible hearth 1635 appeared to have been sealed 
by the later stone floor or make-up layer 1512, and a 
pit 1612 which contained burnt stones was sealed by 
the pitched stone surface 1504. Both are likely to be 
part of the earlier phase. The evidence may therefore 
indicate a rectangular or sub-rectangular, timber-
framed structure of indeterminable dimensions, with 
an earthen floor and a hearth. 

The structure can only be broadly dated to the late 
2nd and 3rd centuries AD. There was a possible 
dedicatory jar (1536) in Wiltshire sandy ware fabric 
buried near the later entrance, but this is imprecisely 
datable to the 2nd and 3rd centuries and could 
therefore belong with either phase. A denarius of 
AD 218-22 was sealed by the wall 1503 of the later 
structure. This does not help to date the subsequent 
phase, but perhaps furnishes some further evidence 
of occupation in Phase 1. 
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Figure 4.67 Birdlip Quarry, Area 3, ditch sections. 
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Boundary ditch 1680 (Figs 4.66^.67) 

The first of three phases of boundary ditch ran north
east - south-west, south of the rectangular structure. 
The south-west corner turned a right-angle to run 
north-west, presumably acting as a roadside ditch, 
although it was overlain by a later re-surfacing which 
formed a lateral extension to Ermin Street. The dating 
evidence is insufficiently precise to confirm that the 
ditch was strictly contemporary with the structure, 
but the dates are broadly compatible. Ditch 1680 was 
the deepest in the sequence of ditches, about 1.5 m 
wide and 0.7 m deep (Fig. 4.67, 
sections 309, 326, 312 and 314). The 
upper part was heavily truncated 
by the Phase 2 ditch 1681, and it 
was sometimes difficult to know to 
which ditch a particular fill should 
be assigned. 

Segment 1506 was excavated as 
only one ditch, but the section was 
substantially re-interpreted in the 
light of evidence from the other 
segments, which made it likely that 
the later ditch, 1681 (segment 1625), 
had largely removed 1680 (Fig. 4.67, 
section 309). However, there 
are certain observations which 
sit uncomfortably with this re-
interpretation, namely the absence 
of a Phase 2 revetment wall in this 
section, and a late 2nd / 3rd-century 
assemblage of 20 sherds from 1505, 
which would be considered to be 
redeposited if it came from a Phase 
2 fill. It is therefore still unclear 
whether Phase 2 is represented at 
all in this segment and it is possible 
that the later ditch terminated 
further south-west. 

The fills of ditch 1680 were light 
mottled orange-brown and grey 
silts, tending to be darker and greyer 
higher up. They were interpreted as 
representing natural silting with 
more cultural material being in
corporated into the higher fills. 
Infilling may well have taken place 
over a long period but there was no 
indication that the area had been 
abandoned. Pottery from the fills of 
ditch 1680 gives rather inconsistent 
dates. There is no real evidence as 
to when the ditch was first dug. 
A 2nd/3rd-century assemblage 
from the primary fill 1584 (segment 
1585) appears to give a broad date 
for the use of the ditch. Late 3rd/ 
4th-century pottery comes from the 
main fill 1553 (segment 1555; 
Fig. 4.67, section 312) which may 
indicate that the ditch was still in 

use at this time. Three late 3rd-century sherds from 
1594 (segment 1649; Fig. 4.67, section 326) would on 
the face of it, support a very late use of the ditch, but 
the problem of distinguishing fills from the earlier and 
later cuts may mean that the finds were mis-assigned. 

Ditch 1685 (Fig. 4.66) 

This feature formed a boundary north-east of structure 
1683. It was only up to 0.58 m deep, shallowing to an 
ill-defined south-east terminal and was without 
diagnostic finds. Its mid to light yellowish brown fill 
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Figure 4.68 Birdlip Quarry, main site, ditch sections. 
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lacked the greyness typical of the later phase features 
in this area, which suggested that the ditch belonged 
to Period 1. 

Main site boundary ditches: Phase 1 (Fig. 4.43) 

A pattern of linear ditches and gullies can be identified 
suggesting that f ield/property boundaries were 
established in the earlier period. These include the 
ditches already discussed under Areas A, B and C. 
Finds were generally sparse and features were 
frequently truncated by recutting, so the dating 
evidence and the overall pattern of activity were 
somewhat hazy. 

Ditch 690 

This was the earlier cut (segment 111) of the main north
east - south-west linear ditch. It was largely truncated 
by the recut 688 and there was no good dating evidence 
from the fills (Fig. 4.68, sections 13 and 93). All the 
fills, which tended to be light orange-brown silts, may 
be interpreted as natural silting implying a long period 
of use or possible abandonment since the ditch 
appears to have filled com-pletely before being recut 
on its eastern side. It was traced southward into Area 3, 
but its junction with ditch 1685, which ran at right-
angles, was not within the excavated area. 

Gullies 691 and 692 

These gullies formed a sequence of stratigraphically 
early features running north-west - south-east in the 
complex of intersections at the northern end of ditch 
690. Gully 692 appears to have replaced 691 and then 
have been replaced by 689 (Period 2A) although it is 
considered possible that a 689 was partly coeval. The 
north-west end of the gullies was cut by a lynchet, but 
it seems probable that they terminated at this point 
anyway. To the south-east they faded out in an area of 
outcropping limestone. There was little dating 
evidence. 

Ditch 683 

Ditch 683 in the northern part of the site seems to have 
had an early origin and was probably con-temporary 
with gullies 691/692 defining a space 8-9 m wide 
running north-west - south-east The ditch was 
generally about 1 m wide and under 0.3 m deep. It 
became shallower toward the south-eastern terminal 
and it is unclear whether or not it originally extended 
further in this direction. The south-east sections 
(segment 138) showed a single orange-brown fill 
containing an assemblage of 18 sherds of 2nd-century 
date. To the north-west a number of recuts were 
identified. The dating evidence from this area appears 
somewhat mixed, but redeposited 2nd-century pottery 
was present (fill 505, segment 567) and it is likely that 
the original ditch was followed by the line of later 
recuts and turned north-east. The earliest ditch, 
segment 475 which had a light yellowish brown lower 

fill, was probably equivalent to segment 138, although 
the dating from the main fill 568 suggests a slightly 
later infilling in the 3rd century. 

Gully 685 

This was an early version of the long linear gully 684 
(Period 2A) running north-north-east - south-south
west, but only present at the corner of this enclosure. It 
shallowed northward and it is unclear how far it 
originally extended. It was cut by ditch 683 but was 
without finds. 

Gully 65 (=842) 

A segment of a small gully lay in the south-east corner 
of the site. It was perhaps contemporary with ditch 
690 as the gully did not extend beyond it to the north
west. It had a clear south-eastern terminal. Gullies 65 
and 842 were not connected but were on the same 
alignment and are likely to have been the same feature. 
There were no diagnostic finds. 

Wells 

Well 277 (Fig. 4.69) 

This well was located in the north-eastern part of the 
site apparently somewhat isolated from contemp
oraneous features (Fig. 4.43). It was excavated, in 
stages, to a depth of approximately 4 m (the engineering 
formation level) without the bottom being reached or 
waterlogged deposits being found. The upper 3 m had 
been disturbed by a geotechnical pit which had more 
or less half-sectioned the feature. The pit was re-
excavated in two stages by machine. The section was 
recorded at each stage and the remaining half of the 
well dismantled by hand. Few finds were retrieved 
from the upper 3 m as there was little in situ material. 
The lowest metre of undisturbed fill was excavated 
by hand. 

The well had a dry-stone lining (293) which was 
perfectly circular in form with an internal diameter of 
0.6 m. The structure had been slightly damaged by the 
geotechnical pit but it was clear that it had survived 
up to the modern ground surface. There was no 
regular coursing evident. Below about 3 m the stone 
lining was seen to be tightly packed against the 
construction cut 288 which was funnel shaped and 
narrowed from a diameter of about 3 m at ground level 
to 1.2 m at 3 m depth. The main fill behind the stones 
was a redeposited silt-clay with limestone (291) 
although the upper packing was more mixed (289 and 
290). The fill of the well-shaft below the modern infill 
(292) comprised grey silts mixed with large but 
diminishing quantities of rubble (349, 368 and 381). 
It is probable that this all represents infilling after the 
well had ceased to function. The fact that the structure 
of the well had survived intact until modern times 
would suggest that it had been deliberately infilled to 
the surface, the rubble having been brought from 
elsewhere. Among the finds from 349 was a fragment 
of a jet finger ring (Fig. 7.40.678). A large assemblage 
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Figure 4.70 Birdlip Quarry, sections through wells 299 and 891 

(160 sherds) of 2nd and 3rd-century pottery came from 
fill 368. Carbonised plant remains from the same fill 
consisted mostly of wheat chaff (Table 8.53, sample 
48; see Pelling, Chapter 8). 

Well 299 (Figs 4.64 and 4.70) 

This well was situated just west of Area E. It was 
excavated by hand to engineering formation level 
which was about 1.5 m below ground level. The upper 
part of the feature (cut 295) was a weathering cone 
about 3.4 m in diameter and up to 1 m deep which had 
been filled with dumps of domestic debris datable to 
the 4th century. Below this the well cut narrowed and 
the dry-stone lining (440) was found partly intact. 

It formed a roughly circular shaft about 1 m 
in diameter. The series of fills within and 
over the structure consisted largely of rubble 
which is likely to have derived from the 
upper part of the structure. Pottery from 
these fills was exclusively 2nd-century in 
date suggesting that the well had gone 
out of use relatively early in the life of the 
settlement. There was no evidence for 
the date of its construction. It may have 
been contemporary with structure 1458 
(Area E) although the latter lacked good 
dating evidence. The radically later date for 
the upper infilling suggests that the area 
had been abandoned for much of the 3rd 
century, although this does not comfortably 
match the evidence from structure 1459 
(Area E, Phase 2) which appears to have 
been occupied for at least part of this time. 

'Well' 891 (Fig. 4.43 and 4.70) 

This feature was situated just north-east of 
Area D. It was a circular pit 2.8-3.0 m in 
diameter. It was excavated to engineering 
formation level, a depth of 2.4 m, and the 
sides were still almost vertical. Although 
no stone lining was found, it is likely that 
the feature was another well and that the 
stone lining had either been removed or 
had collapsed further down the shaft. 

The lower fills (1047, 1071-5) were 
largely redeposited natural silt-clays, which 
represented edge-slumping, mixed with a 
little cultural material. A few large blocks 
of limestone from 1073 may have been part 
of a stone lining. Sherds of probable 
3rd-century pottery came from 1047 
along with a horse's skull which is of 
uncertain significance. These deposits 
were succeeded by a series of steeply tipping 
fills which appear to represent infilling 
shortly after the collapse of the sides. Fill 
897 was a thin, charcoal-rich deposit. 
Above this were a series of grey silts with 
charcoal and abundant cultural debris (896, 
880) interleaved with yellowish brown silts 

(899, 898, 895). The large pottery assemblages from 
896 and 880 suggest an infilling around the middle to 
late 3rd century. 

The final levelling up of the hollow may have taken 
place in two stages. The initial fills 861, 894 and 860 
were yellowish brown silts which may represent a 
period of natural silting, although finds were still 
present in reasonable quantities. This was followed 
by dumps of brown or grey-brown silts with limestone 
lumps and cultural debris (846 and 837). A partially 
articulated dog skeleton came from 846. 

These upper fills are broadly 4th century in date, 
although if the pit was infilled in the mid 3rd century, 
a later 3rd century start for the final filling is plausible. 
The date for the construction of the well is not known, 
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Figure 4.71 Birdlip Quarry, period 1, plan of pit 180 and trackway 148. 

but it would be reasonable to see it as contemporary 
with structure 1456 (Area D) and probably dug in the 
later 2nd century. Its collapse and abandonment in 
the middle of the 3rd century is entirely compatible 
with the evidence for the abandonment of Area D, 
which was then re-occupied in the later 3rd century. 

Pits (Fig. 4.43) 

Pit 180 (Figs 4.71-72) 

This was a curious elongated sub-rectangular pit sited 
on the hillslope next to the trackway (48) in the north
east corner of the site. It was over 7 m long and up to 
0.6 m deep with moderately or gradually sloping sides 
and a flatfish base (Fig. 4.72, section 44). Over a thin 

skim of primary silting (226), the terminal contained a 
charcoal spread, 208, which comprised a high 
proportion of germinated grains, suggesting a by
product of malting (Table 8.54, see Pelling, Chapter 8). 
This was sealed by thin clean deposits of silt (225, 
224) which may have been further natural infilling. 
Another thin deposit of charcoal, 207, spread for about 
2.5 m along the ditch. This contained a high proportion 
of chaff, indicative of cereal processing waste. The 
middle fill of this feature, 189, was a deposit of large 
limestone blocks within a grey-brown silt matrix, 
possibly intended to put the feature out of use. 
The final fill, 181, was a conspicuously dark grey-
brown silt with rubble and cultural material. This 
appears to represent a dump of occupation debris. 
Charred remains included a relatively high proportion 
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Figure 4.72 Birdlip Quarry, pit 180, section. 

of wheat grains probably derived from the accidental 
burning of the crop. 

A large group of pottery from 181 suggests that the 
feature had gone out of use before the middle of the 
3rd century. Three sherds from the charcoal layer 208 
are consistent with a 2nd-century use of the pit. 
Although it is possible that the pit was a form of corn 
dryer, on the whole it seems unlikely that the charcoal 
relates to the pit's primary purpose. There was no 
suggestion of burning within the pit, nor any 
associated with the rubble infill and the pit might have 
been merely a suitable repository for waste material. 
The function of the pit therefore remains unclear. Its 
position close to trackway 48 may be significant and 
it seems likely that it served to store crops or fuel. The 
stones which were later used to backfill the pit may 
have been from some sort of containing structure 
although this is far from certain. 

Pit 50 (Fig. 4.71) 

This was a shallow circular feature between pit 180 
and trackway 48. It was in an area of irregular shallow 
scoops (which may have been tree-throw holes or 
quarry pits) and it is uncertain whether this might be 
part of the same activity. It did not have a clear 
relationship with the trackway and it is possible that 
they both filled in at the same time. A few animal bones 
came from the upper fill, 49. Its purpose is unclear. 

Pit 174 

This was a well-defined circular pit near the northern 
edge of the site (Fig. 4.43). It was 1 m in diameter and 
almost 1 m deep with vertical sides and a rounded 
base cut into bedrock. Its function is uncertain, but it 
may have been a storage pit. Over a thin greyish lower 
fill (263), the main fills 173 and 172 consisted chiefly 
of yellowish brown silt-clay with limestone fragments 
which may represent natural infilling. Pottery from 
263 and 173 is consistent with a 2nd-century infilling. 

A single sherd from the top fill 172 is 
datable to after AD 200, but this is not 
incompatible with a use of the pit in the 

265.60m OD 2 n d century. 

Pit 949 

This was a sub-rectangular pit with steep 
sides and a flat base, cut by 'well' 891 
(Figs 4.43 and 4.70). It had been truncated 
by a lynchet and only survived to a depth 
of 0.04 m. It was without finds. 

Trackway 48 (Fig. 4.71) 

In the north-east corner of the site part of a probable 
cobbled trackway was exposed running approx
imately north-south. It consisted of a shallow (0.1 m) 
depression with a pair of wheel ruts (148 and 149) 
along the edges about 1.7 m apart (centre to centre) 
and up to 0.15 m deep. A scatter of sub-rounded 
limestone cobbles lay on the surface of the trackway. 
These were more tightly packed within the ruts 
suggesting a deliberate attempt to provide firm ground. 

A small group of pottery from the fill of the trackway 
(47) is dated to after AD 200. However, this is likely to 
be later than the period when the trackway was in use 
which is likely to have started in the 2nd century, and 
continued for an unknown length of time. 

Period 2A: c. AD 250-330 

During the mid 3rd century the structures of Period 1 
went out of use and were replaced by slightly different 
structures on the same sites. The main site boundary 
ditches were also re-dug (Fig. 4.73). 

Areas A, IE and 2C: Phase 3 (Fig. 4.74) 

Soil layers 849 and 840 and contemporary deposits 

Following the abandonment of structure 1464 of 
Period 1, the penannular ditch 1451 was deliberately 
infilled. Later there was an accumulation of soil over 
this area. This was clearest on the western side where 
layer 849 occupied the deepest part of the terrace 
hollow to a maximum depth of about 0.10 m (Fig. 4.51, 
section 245). This layer was a very uniform mid greyish 
brown clayey silt with variable olive-brown mottling 
and abundant fine weathered limestone grains. 
It thinned out towards the east. There was not much 
evidence for this horizon inside the area of the 
buildings, but it is probable that it was worn away by 
use associated with the later structure 1452. It was 
probably thinly present overlying layer 731, which 
was the earlier subsoil in the central part of the area, 
although it could not be differentiated from the latter 
during excavation. However, it is significant that the 
wall (730) of structure 1452 was constructed on a very 
similar soil 840, and it appears likely that this is the 
only place on the eastern side of the later structure 
where this soil remained protected. Outside the later 
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Figure 4.74 Birdlip Quarry, period 2a, Areas A and 2B, phase 3. 

building, the soil unde r the later stone flagging 188 
was a darker silty loam, but the assemblage of pottery 
shows a similar later 3rd-century date range and it is 
considered likely that this soil belongs to the same 
p o s t - a b a n d o n m e n t ho r i zon , albeit p e r h a p s mixed 
with earlier occupation material. 

A large amount of pottery (508 sherds), datable to 
AD 240-300, came from layers 849, 840 and 188. It is 
clear that occupation continued nearby and the area 
was perhaps not so much abandoned as turned over 
to a different use. 

In the south-east pa r t of Area A, ditch 1454 had 
become infilled by this time with pottery from fills 738, 
858, 734 and 732 of a similar character to that from the 

layers over structure 1464 (Fig. 4.75, section 199). There 
continued a development of soil beyond the confines 
of the d i t ch w i t h layers 791 a n d 797 c o n t a i n i n g 
3rd-century pottery. 

There was little identifiable activity in Areas 2B 
and 2C from after c. AD 220. In Area 2C, the filling of 
ditches 1255, 1256 and 1258 was followed by a deep 
a c c u m u l a t i o n of soil 1235, 1236 a n d 1253 w h i c h 
yielded a large quantity of pottery (around 250 sherds) 
dated to AD 180-250 (Fig. 4.51, sections 293 and 274). 
The layer above, 1210, was a general spread of grey-
b r o w n clayey silt. The u p p e r par t of this layer was 
seen to be very 'clean' and was part ly removed by 
mach ine , b u t a large n u m b e r of f inds came from 
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towards the base of the layer, including 941 sherds 
of pottery dated to c. AD 180-300. 
It appears that the area was used as a rubbish 
midden until around AD 300, after which it was 
effectively abandoned without finds reaching it in 
significant quantities. 

Similarly, in the western part of Area 2B, layer 
225, which was a dark greyish brown silt, contained 
a large assemblage (232 sherds) of 3rd-century 
pottery (Fig. 4.51, section 291). It partly overlay pit 
1263, which appears to have been deliberately 
infilled after the middle of the 3rd century with 
nearby midden material. 

Further east, the backfill of ditch 1293 (Fig. 4.51, 
section 291) was followed by a long period of natural 
silting (1291 and 1290). This is probably equivalent 
to the 3rd-century soil development 791, 797 and 
705 in the main area of excavation (Fig. 4.75, sections 
199 and 256). The upper fill of ditch 1293, fill 1290, 
contained moderate quantities of limestone pieces 
which probably derived from the stone surface 1251. 
This appears to have remained as a visible feature. 
To the east, layers 1289, 1266 and 1227 represent 
accumulations of soil with midden material of 
broadly 3rd-century date, more or less equivalent to 
layer 210 but with rather fewer finds (120 sherds 
in total). 

In Area 6 the accumulation of soil over ditch 698 
(layers 1167 and 1168 - Fig. 4.100) probably dates 
from this phase, although the pottery did not 
provide very precise dating. 

Areas A, 2B and 2C: Phase 4 (Fig. 4.76) 

This phase is marked by the construction of the first 
stone building in this area, s tructure 1452. 
This appears to have followed a period of soil 
accumulation (Phase 3) which was probably wide
spread, though only well-preserved on the western 
side of the area where there was less subsequent 
activity. The date of construction of 1452, and hence 
the duration of the 'abandonment', are difficult to 
assess. Indeed, a number of observations present 
problems when considered in the context of any 
significant period of 'abandonment'. 

Firstly, structure 1452 was in almost precisely the 
same location and, as far as can be judged, almost 
exactly the same size, as the earlier structures, which 
implies that the intention was to copy them with a 
different method. From this it appears that there could 
not have been a significant amount of soil accu
mulation over this area unless the new builders were 
extremely tightly constrained in their choice of 
building type and site and the location of the new 
structure over the old was coincidental. 

Secondly, the backfill of the penannular ditch on 
the north-east side (segment 784) was packed with 
rubble (fill 773) which appears to have served as a 
foundation for the wall of structure 1452 (Fig. 4.47, 
section 203). Indeed it appears that wall segment 758 
continued into the top of ditch segment 884 as a line of 
wall facing-stones (Fig. 4.47, section 209). This would 

Plate 4.14 Area A interior of superimposed structures under 
excavation. Stone wall footings 758 (structure 1452) in the 
foreground overlie the earlier penannular ditches the later of 
which is filled with pitched stone to the left. Hearth 756 
(centre) lies close to the later wall. Patches of stone flooring 
occupy the interior. 

appear to indicate that structure 1452 was built at the 
same time as the penannular ditch was infilled. 
Generally, it would appear to make sense that the 
ground should be made solid in preparation for a new 
period of building, rather than prior to a period of 
'abandonment'. Other ditch segments around the 
northern side of the building show pitched stone in 
the top fill of the ditch (sections 208 and 221) 
suggesting that this was a later insertion into an 
already infilled ditch and may have involved partial 
redigging of the ditch in order to provide a firmer base 
for the wall. Pitched stone 761, however, does not lie 
on the projected alignment of wall segment 758 
(Fig. 4.76), and it must be considered possible that the 
infilling of the ditch was not connected with 
the construction of 1452, or perhaps a building project 
had been planned but had then been postponed. 

Stone structure 1452 

Walls 730 and 841 

Wall 730 survived in a short section and comprised 
facing stones, generally one course and sometimes two 
courses high, with a rubble core. It was about 1 m 
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Plate 4.15 Area A. Sherds of Dressel 20 amphora, almost 
indistinguishable from stone, lie in front of and under large 
facing stones of wall 730 (structure 1452). 

wide. There was no bedding for the wall, the stones 
had simply been laid on the ground. The facing stones 
had been removed in places, but the robbed void was 
traceable as far as a large grooved stone. Beyond this 
there was a gap of c. 3 m before the wall continued as 
841 and then further north as 758-762 surviving 
merely as lines of facing stones. 

These traces of surviving wall show a roughly 
circular building with an internal diameter of about 
11 m. The slight angle in wall 730 indicates that it 
might have been a polygonal building. This would be 
easier to construct if using timber framing on stone 
footings and the insubstantial nature of the footings 
would seem to be more suited to timber-framing than 
mass construction. A 12-sided building with wall 
sections 2.9 m long fits the angle in wall 730, as well 
as the projection of wall 758, tolerably well (Fig. 4.76). 
Wall 841 is not really within the circuit of any regular 
construction and may have formed an abutment. The 
wall footings presumably ran all the way round but 
were completely robbed from the western side of the 
building. A projection using the model of a 12-sided 
polygon 11 m in diameter, shows that the wall would 
have run along layer 849 where this shows as a slight 
ridge between 'occupation deposits' 735 (=778) and 
736. Beyond this the line of the wall is not traceable. 

The position of the entrance is not at all clear. 
There may have been an entrance facing south-east 
between 730 and 841 but it is possible that the wall 
had simply been removed. Given the limited 
structural evidence the entrance could have been 
almost anywhere, but it is tempting to see one facing 
east-south-east between the two large grooved 
blocks of stone. An entrance here would also be 
defined by a shallow hollow, later filled with stone 
rubble 743, which lay just within the building. 
It is unclear why an eroded hollow should lie 
exclusively within the building rather than outside 
it too, but it is possible that the threshold was at one 
time protected by a stone alignment which was later 
removed. There were no entrance posts evident, but 
small areas of pitched stone behind each of the 
blocks may have been post positions lying about 
3 m apart. 

Grooved stones 

Two large grooved stones formed an integral part of 
walls 730 and 841 (cat. 719 and 721). Both were 
of local limestone. That within wall 730 was 0.7 m 
long and 0.25 m thick with the width tapering 
from 0.5 to 0.35 m. It had a longitudinal groove, 
0.01-0.02 m deep, cut into it, and a notch cut at one 
end through the thickness of the block. The piece 
had the app-earance of being a quarried block on 
which shaping or trimming had occurred. 

The stone block in wall 841 was a more neatly 
squared slab, 1 m x 0.4 m x 70-150 mm thick. 
The upper surface was cut by dense parallel 
grooves, up to 0.02 m deep. They tended to be 
deepest towards the narrower edge and were well 
weathered. There was a later cut mark on the 

narrower edge and apparent tooled depressions at one 
end. It is possible that these had been caused by its 
casual use as a sharpening stone. The reverse side 
had been pecked smooth. The grooving is not easy to 
account for. It is unlikely to have been caused by 
ploughing since adjacent stones were unmarked even 

Plate 4.16 Area A. Squared grooved stone lying against 
wall 841 at the probable entrance to structure 1452. 
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Plate 4.17 Area A structure 1452. Traces of the stone-footed circular or polygonal building. The ditches and stone culvert 
of the earlier structures lie to the left. 

though they were at the same level. Moreover, the 
grooves have a marked U-shaped profile often 
with quite sharp ridges between them, giving the 
appearance of having been caused by prolonged 
friction with rope. This would imply that the block 
was tightly bound on one side and perhaps used in 
some kind of domestic or industrial process, but to 
what purpose is unclear. The absence of wear on any 
of the edges may imply that they were protected in 
some way, perhaps by adjacent stones. The only clear 
conclusion is that the stone's use as wall material was 
not related to its original function. 

Interior features 

The interior features probably include most, if not all 
the pitched stone flooring. Although there was 
insufficient evidence to be sure of this, the pitched stone 
was never necessarily an early feature and could 
always be accommodated as part of structure 1452. 
One possible doubt concerns the position of the 
pitched stone surface 927 which was slightly under 
the stone wall 776 on the south-western side of the 
earlier structure. This may be sufficient reason to 
suggest either that 776 was a later modification or 
replacement of 718 rather than an integral part of it, 
or that the pitched stone was earlier. However, the over
lap between 776 and 927 was marginal and it is 

considered possible that the pitched stone flooring was 
inserted right up against these earlier stones. 

The pitched stone surfaces had a sporadic 
distribution, presumably related to the need to 
consolidate certain areas of the floor. Whether this was 
related to specific activities carried out is unclear. Layer 
909 infilled a slight hollow which may have been at 
the entrance to the building. Some patches of pitched 
stone were very small, filling slight hollows. It is 
possible that these were intended as post settings for 
interior structures although there was no clear pattern 
to these features. It is possible that pit 1087 and 
posthole 1091 were associated with a back door, but 
both were very shallow and a structural significance 
seems doubtful. Pit 1087 contained several large sherds 
of a Samian bowl. 

The few finds associated with this flooring are 
likely to have come from among and beneath the stones 
and therefore be related to the earlier occupation. 
However, at some stage there was a discontinuous re-
flagging of the surface, floor 729, sealing earlier 
deposits which can be dated by associated pottery to 
the 4th century. It is unclear why this material should 
have accumulated on the earlier floor surface when 
the earlier surfaces appear to have been kept clean. 
The pottery from this layer was generally quite broken, 
although four large sherds of Savernake Ware jar 
suggest that some material had not been redistributed 
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Figure 4.75 Birdlip Quarry, ditches 1453 and 1454, slots 
1030 and 1105 and associated deposits, sections. 

to a great extent. Several sherds from a DORBB1 flanged 
rim bowl, and from a Severn Valley Ware tankard, were 
also present together with the possible front loop of a 
hipposandal (cat. 604). 

'Occupation layers' 

In the western part of the building the floor appears to 
have remained unsurfaced, although it is possible that 
flooring had been removed at a later date. However, 

there were thin deposits of dark soil with occupation 
material occupying slight hollows in the underlying 
layer (849) and sealed by Phase 5 deposits. Layers 778 
and 735 would have been outside structure 1452 
according to the inter-pretation presented and may 
have accumulated in eaves-drip gullies. Layers 736, 
826, 1021 and 781 would have been largely inside the 
building. It is unclear why there should have been an 
accumulation of debris in these positions, just inside 
the wall and across the building, but it may have some 
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Figure 4.76 Birdlip Quarry, period 2A, plan of structure 1452 (Area A). 
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Figure 4.77 Birdlip Quarry, Period 2a, Areas B and C. 
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direct connection with activities carried out, or 
represent sweepings away from areas of activity. 
A small quantity of smithing slag came from 781. 
Layer 798, a more restricted concentration of dark soil 
and charcoal under 736, may represent in situ 
accumulation. The pottery from this layer was very 
fragmentary. 'Occupation layers' were also recorded 
in the southern part of the floor, Layers 768, 723, 924 
and 938. It is unclear whether these were strictly 
in situ or material redistributed from robbing the wall 
or other post-abandonment disturbances. 

Stone pavement 188 

The exterior stone pavement 188 was probably all of 
this phase. It sealed a build-up of soil and domestic 
debris which was dated to AD 240-300. It was difficult 
to distinguish 188 from the general spreads of rubble, 
and although some stone flagging inside the building 
was initially given the same context, it is probable that 
this included stone flooring 729 and rubble from the 
walls, and that 188 was confined to outside the 
building. 

Dedicatory vessel 943 (pit 942) 

A DORBB1 Ware jar, substantially complete but 
missing its rim, had been placed in a small pit. If it 
were associated with the proposed interpretation of 
structure 1452, it would have been positioned in the 
centre of the doorway. Some pitched stone had been 
inserted into the top of the pit. 

Dating evidence 

The commencement of the occupation is difficult to 
estimate precisely, but was probably at the end of the 
3rd century or beginning of the 4th. The pottery sealed 
by floor layer 729 (100 sherds) gives a generally 
4th-century date for the occupation. This is confirmed 
by pottery from layer 798 (42 sherds) and a slightly 
broader date range from the later 3rd century is 
suggested by pottery from layer 778 (99 sherds). 
However, the finds from layer 736 strongly suggest 
that the occupation was predominantly 4th century. 
Notwithstanding this, a sherd of later 4th-century 
shelly ware from 736 and a coin of the House of 
Theodosius, AD 388-95 (cat. 483), which appears 
to be from the same level, are out of place in relation to 
the rest of the ceramic phasing and are considered 
to be from an unrecognised intrusive feature of 
Phase 6. 

Wall 775 and surface 794 

To the south of structure 1452, wall 775 consisted of 
two lines of facing stones and a rubble core without 
any form of bedding. Only one course survived. The 
wall appeared to respect a pitched stone surface 794. 
The stones were heavily pressed into the underlying 
soil 871 and had a fairly worn surface. 

The overall pattern of these features is unclear since 
they did not appear in Area 2B to the south. Wall 775 
may have terminated approximately under a modern 
pipe trench between sections 241 and 256. However, 
it may have been present as a group of stones in the 
north-east corner layer 1227, although here it did not 
appear as a section of wall. These stones were directly 
under the post-Roman colluvial layer 1211 and the 
intervening section is likely to have been largely lost 
to a combination of ploughing and machine-stripping. 
Stone rubble was also present in Test Pit E (shown on 
Fig. 4.43) and may have been the wall or wall-rubble. 
No trace of the wall was present in Area 6, but it is 
unclear whether or not it ever extended this far. 

The stone surface 794 was similarly absent from 
Area 2. It seems unlikely that it originally extended 
much into this area as, in general, archaeological 
deposits were reasonably well-preserved here, but it 
is possible that the edge had been lost to machining. 

Areas A, IB and 2C: Phase 5 

Sometime in the mid or later 4th century structure 1452 
was abandoned, the walls were largely robbed or 
collapsed, and there was another development of soil 
over the western part of the site (layer 704, Fig. 4.51, 
section 245). This was a grey-brown clayey silt-loam 
with fine weathered limestone grains and small 
angular lumps. Pottery from this layer was relatively 
abundant (200 sherds) but generally abraded suggest
ing that it might have been redeposited from the earlier 
occupation. Over the rest of the building this layer 
could not be distinguished from the overlying spreads 
of soil and rubble of the final phase although some 
deposits relating to the collapse of structure 1452, such 
as layer 815 may be of this phase. It is unclear what 
was happening in Area 2B. It is possible that finds 
were not reaching this area at this time. 

Area B: Phase 4 (Fig. 4.77) 

The cobbled surface, 307, went out of use in the 3rd 
century and the 'hollow way' became silted up 
(Fig. 4.51, section 128). Cultural material was still 
being deposited during this time. The lowest layer, 
260, was restricted to the base of the hollow and was a 
uniform mottled light grey and brown silt-loam. This 
was overlain by 230, a light grey silt with fine 
weathered limestone grit which spread out more 
extensively. There was no indication of activity in this 
phase in Area C or 2C. 

Area B: Phase 5 (Fig. 4.77) 

In the earlier 4th century a deposit of fine limestone 
gravel, 223, was laid down running north-west -
south-east across the southern part of this area. This 
was presumably a dump of material intended to 
consolidate the ground and provide a walkway. 
Towards the south-east the deposit became indistinct 
and petered out in a scatter of larger stones. 
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Figure 4.78 Birdlip Quarry, period 2a, structure 1457 (Area D). 
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Plate 4.18 Area D, structure 1457. The building has been cut away by the medieval lynchet (top). 

Area D: Phase 2 (Fig. 4.78) 

Structure 1457 

Ditch 271 

Ditch 271 was dug through the infilled earlier phase 
ditch 269 of structure 1456. It formed a curving 
enclosure with a diameter of about 10 m, although 
truncation by the later lynchet makes it uncertain 
whether its original form was circular or semi-circular. 
It reached a maximum depth of a little over 0.3 m on 
the north-east side, but shallowed considerably 
elsewhere and was barely evident where truncated by 
the lynchet. This shallowing reflects the slope of the 
ground since the base of the ditch was at almost exactly 
the same level all the way round. On the northern side 
the ditch split into two arms which are thought to 
represent two phases. No relationship between them 
was visible. 

Ditch 271 generally had a single dark grey-brown 
fill (272,469 and 467), probably representing deliberate 
infilling at the end of the occupation (Fig. 4.79, 
section 72). This contained pottery dated to after 
AD 240. There were also two barbarous radiates of 
AD 270-84 from 272, but an absence of any finds 
specifically datable to the 4th century. In the deepest 
segment north-west of section 147, a browner lower 
fill, 585, was also identified but was without finds 
(Fig. 4.79, section 147). Above this was a layer of stones, 
547, which appeared represent a deliberate infilling. 
A horse skull had been deposited among the stones. 

203 

This layer of stones was not evident in any of the other 
segments, but more isolated scatters of stones were 
present elsewhere and the concentration here may not 
be of particular significance. 

Gully 340 

Gully 340 ran inside ditch 271 as a continuous, 
steep-sided narrow slot with an uneven base. 
A concentration of shallow post/ stakeholes along this 
line, formed no clear pattern, but reinforced the 
suggestion that gully 340 was a wall-line which pre
sumably held a row of uprights. The postholes may 
have provided additional support. Again there is the 
suggestion of two phases on the north-east side where 
gully 658 runs for a short distance inside gully 340 
(Fig. 4.79, section 103), and some of the inner postholes 
may have belonged with this phase. Both the gullies 
and the postholes were shallow - gully 340 up to 0.17 
m deep, and the postholes generally between 6 and 
10 mm - and they are unlikely to have supported a 
roof. Gully 340 contained 12 sherds of 2nd-century 
pottery which is assumed to be residual from the earlier 
occupation. 

The strip between ditch 271 and gully 340 was 
truncated and rather uneven. There were some quite 
large stones on the inner lip of the ditch tumbling into 
the ditch fill. These may have had some kind of 
structural significance, for instance to protect the base 
of the wall from erosion by water. 
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Wall 1503 

This wall formed the inner face of wall 
1544. It consisted of a single course of facing 
stones which survived only inter-mittently. 
It included a single large limestone block 
measuring 1.65 m x 0.58 m x 0.12 m thick 
which was interpreted as a threshold stone 
although it was not noticeably worn. 
Between the two wall faces was a rubble 
core, 1605. The total width of the wall of 
the structure was about 1 m. Wall 1503 
overlay a heterogeneous spread of 
stone rubble, 1512, which was probably a 
levelling or consolidation layer within 
the building. 

NE section 317 
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Figure 4.83 Birdlip Quarry, Area 3, structures, sections. 

Stone floors 1521 and 1504 

Wall 1503 was abutted by a spread 
of stone flagging 1521 which 
consisted of large stone slabs 
irregularly laid forming a dis
continuous surface. The stones 
were most tightly packed behind 
the 'threshold' where the flooring 
was occasionally two flags thick. 

Elsewhere the flooring was more patchy, 
but it is unclear whether or not this 
represents the original distribution of 
stone. A well-constructed floor of pitched 
stone (1504) lay in what appeared to be a 
central position opposite the 'threshold'. 

208 



Chapter Four 

The stones were firmly embedded into the clayey 
'natural' at a steep to vertical angle. The pitched stone 
floor was cut by wheel ruts on three sides and again it 
is unclear whether the original extent of flooring is 
represented here. However, it can be noted that the 
pitched stone was physically difficult to remove and 
could not have been collected casually. As there was 
no evidence that stone had been dug up nor little in 
the way of outliers of damaged flooring, it appears 
likely that the surviving area of pitched stone more or 
less represented its original extent. 

Boundary ditch 1681 (Fig. 4.84) 

Ditch 1681 was a redigging of 1680 (Phase 1) after the 
latter had at least partly silted up. This recut was 
broader and shallower than the original ditch, 
typically 1.5-2.0 m wide and 0.5 m deep, and contained 
a dry-stone 'revetment' wall on the south-east side 
(Fig. 4.67, sections 326 and 312). It is unclear whether 
the ditch terminated at either end within the excavated 
area. No terminals were found, but in both the north
eastern and south-western segments (1625 and 1588) 
the 'revetment' wall was absent (Fig. 4.67, sections 
309 and 314) and during the excavations it proved 
difficult to determine whether the fills belonged to the 
earlier or later ditch. However, the upper fill of segment 
1588 (fill 1587) contained sherds of a storage jar from 
the same vessel as those found in the road make-up 
layers 1538 and 1589 (Fig. 4.67, section 314), strongly 
indicating that, in this segment at least, the later ditch 
was present and, moreover, had been backfilled 
immediately before the overlying road was con
structed. Generally the other segments (1654, 1599, 
1595 and 1539) showed two phases of infilling. The 
lower and main fills (1583, 1597, 1602, 1593, 1592, 
1549 and 1543), which tended to be clean greyish 
brown silts, were interpreted as natural infilling, while 
the upper, darker and loamier silts (1531, 1534, 1596, 
1591) were almost certainly levelling deposits. These 
contained limestone blocks from the destruction of the 
revetment wall. Section 312 (Fig. 4.67) shows the wall 
(1540) sealed by the levelling or midden material 
(1534) which demonstrates that the wall collapsed or 
was destroyed in the Roman period and not through 
later ploughing or rutting. After the ditch was infilled, 
limestone cobbling (1538 and 1586) was laid over the 
southern end (ditch segment 1588). This appears to 
represent a widening or re-routing of Ermin Street. 

Revetment wall 

This wall (contexts 1652, 1600, 1666 and 1540) formed 
a dry-stone lining on the south-east edge of the ditch 
where it sat on a slight ledge. It was composed of 
roughly dressed blocks of limestone and survived up 
to five courses high (Fig. 4.67, section 326), though it 
was generally present as two or three courses. It was a 
single stone wide (c. 0.2 m). The internal face was flush 
while the back edge was ragged and contained 
packing of smaller stones and grey silt between the 
wall and the edge of the ditch. It was similar to the 

revetment wall 1544 associated with structure 1684 
(above) (Fig. 4.82) and also to the ditch revetment wall 
in Area 5 (Fig. 4.84). 

Segment 1625 

This was the first segment excavated and the section 
drawing (Fig. 4.67, section 309) presents a rather 
hypothetical recut 
deduced from the standing sections after 
the discovery of three phases of ditch in the segments 
to the south-west. It appears to show a recut to almost 
the same depth as Phase 1. Pottery (20 sherds) from 
the upper fill, 1505, is dated to the late 2nd to 3rd 
centuries, which suggests that the ditch belongs with 
Phase 1 although the pottery could all be redeposited. 
A further factor which casts doubt on this segment 
belonging with Phase 2 is the absence of a revetment 
wall on the south-east edge, nor any stone rubble 
within the fills. This segment is therefore untypical of 
the ditch and it is uncertain whether it ever extended 
this far. 

Segment 1588 

A segment excavated where the ditches appeared to 
run under Ermin Street and turn sharply north-west 
failed to demonstrate conclusively whether the ditch 
here belonged to Phase 1 or Phase 2 or both. The cross-
profile (Fig. 4.67, section 314) was atypical of both 
ditches. The revetment wall had come to an end or 
had been removed before the ditch(es) turned the 
corner. Unfortunately a later cut or wheel rut (1615) 
on the southern side made it unclear whether the wall 
or wall-ledge had ever existed here. The stepped form 
of the southern edge did hint that there was an upper, 
later cut represented by fill 1587, and this appears to 
be supported by the presence of joining sherds in fill 
1587 and the road make-up layers 1538 and 1589. This 
would support the interpretation of the upper fill (1587) 
as belonging to the Phase 2 ditch which was infilled 
so as to construct the road over the ditch. 

Dating evidence 

The dating evidence for Phase 2 in this area is 
imprecise. The use of stone revetting in both the ditch 
associated with the rectangular structure and the 
boundary ditch strongly suggests that the features are 
mutually contemporary and that the dating evidence 
can be pooled. There was no good dating evidence 
from the lower fills of ditch 1681. The evidence from 
the first phase of boundary ditch (ditch 1680) suggests 
that it was still silting up in the later 3rd or even 
4th century. Later 3rd-century pottery also comes from 
beneath the pitched stone floor 1504 and is probably 
related to the Phase 1 occupation. This suggests that 
the new constructions did not start before the late 3rd 
century and possibly not before the 4th century. Pottery 
from the packing (1658) behind revetment wall 1540, 
dated to after AD 240, is in broad agreement with this 
but does not help to refine the phasing. 
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Figure 4.84 Birdlip Quarry, period 2a, ditch 1681 and Area 5. 
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A large quantity of pottery (476 sherds) came from 
the fill of gully 1502 (structure 1684), but can only be 
generally dated to the late 3rd and 4th centuries. Sherd 
sizes were generally above average, suggesting that 
the ditch had been backfilled with midden material. 
The pottery from the backfilling of ditch 1681 is 
similarly chronologically imprecise. However, it may 
be significant that there was an absence of late Roman 
shelly ware from this area and it is probable that the 
Phase 2 occupation was abandoned in the earlier 
rather than later 4th century. Coins were also sparse, 
the latest, from fill 1596 (segment 1599 of ditch 1681) 
being dated to AD 321-33. Taken with the dating 
evidence for the beginning of the phase, this appears 
to indicate that the Phase 2 occupation was relatively 
brief - probably not more than 50 years. 

Main site boundary ditches: Phase 2 (Fig. 4.73) 

In Period 2A the main boundary ditches were re-dug 
and the enclosure in the northern part of the site 
appears to have been defined more strongly with the 
digging of ditch 684 and the recutting, complete 
or partial, of ditch 683. However, there were no 
replacements for ditches 698 and 699 further west. 

Ditch 688 

Ditch 688 was a recut of 690, apparently after the latter 
had completely silted up. It was dug to the same depth 
as 690, characteristically with a steep eastern edge, a 
rather shallower western edge and a flattish base 
(Fig. 4.68, sections 13 and 93). Segment 68 had a single 
mid greyish brown main fill (68) which contained 
some limestone slabs. This may have been deliberate 
backfill and can be broadly dated to after AD 250. 
It overlay lighter silting/edge-slumping (110) without 
dating evidence. Section 93 showed a more complex 
sequence but was interpretable in the same terms of 
lower natural silting (405 and 406), possibly followed 
by further natural silting (407) and deliberate 
backfill (408). 

Ditch 689 

Ditch 689 is interpreted as a replacement for 691 and 
692. Ceramic dating for the infilling was only broadly 
3rd or 4th-century although three coins from the upper 
part of the fill date between AD 320 and 346. Like the 
earlier gullies it had two cuts, but this was only evident 
where they separated at the north-west end (segments 
137 and 80). Elsewhere it was virtually impossible to 
distinguish the two fills. The generally broad and 
shallow nature of the ditch (Fig. 4.68, section 28) 
suggested that two cuts might be represented 
throughout its length, although this proved impossible 
to verify. 

Ditch 683 and gullies 165 and 98 

Ditch 683 was probably recut, at least partly, in Period 
2A although the dating evidence is not particularly 
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Figure 4.85 Birdlip Quarry, period 2a, pit 100, section. 

late. Segments 575, 567 and 477 were identified as 
recuts. The latest dating comes from the top fill of 
segment 477 (fill 421) which is only broadly 
3rd-century or later. Pottery of 4th-century date came 
from the top of ditch 577 (layer 579) although this 
appears to represent late dumping long after the ditch 
had gone out of use. At the south-eastern end of the 
ditch two shallow gullies, 165 and 98, ran parallel 
with 683 and were stratigraphically the latest features 
in this area. They both shallowed at the terminals 
and were undoubtedly originally longer. They may 
represent late redefinitions of this boundary. 

Gully 684 

This gully was a long linear feature running north-
north-east - south-south-west and forming the eastern 
boundary of the northern enclosure. It cut gully 685. 
The southern end of the gully was cut by pit 100 and it 
was not identifiable in the complexity of intercutting 
features on the other side of the pit, so it is assumed to 
have terminated. It was quite shallow, 0.1-0.2 m, and 
contained a single fill of mid brown or greyish brown 
silt. Pottery from the fill was dated to after c. AD 240. 

Gully 85 

This was a long shallow gully in the southern part of 
the site seeming to delimit Area C on its northern side. 
It consistently contained two fills: 84, a light brown 
silt yielding ten sherds of pottery dating to after 
AD 240, and an upper dark silt, 83, which yielded 
large quantities of burnt stone, bone and 4th-century 
pottery. It was considered possible that there were two 
phases to this gully, but this was not really evident in 
any of the sections. 

Gully 170 

This was a gully of similar profile to 85, with clearly-
defined terminals, and apparently forming two sides 
of an enclosure south of Area D. It had a lower light 
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brown fill (183) and an upper dark fill (171) which 
contained broadly 3rd/4th-century pottery. 

Features in the northern enclosure (Fig. 4.73) 

Gullies 158 and 609 (unphased) 

These were two narrow rectilinear gullies, apparently 
parallel and running north-west - south-east. They 
are thought likely to be coeval. Gully 609 was more 
substantial, being 0.42 m deep with vertical sides and 
a clear terminal. Undiagnostic pottery came from the 
top fill (607). Gully 158 was just 0.04 m deep. It was 
probably cut by gully 687, although the relationship 
was not clear. 

Gullies 686 and 687 

These gullies formed two arms of a possible enclosure 
with an entrance to the south-east. They were flat-
based, 686 being slightly deeper (0.25 m) than 687 
(0.07-0.15 m). The fills were generally dark, and the 
gullies appear to have been backfilled with refuse, 
presumably from nearby occupation. An assemblage 
of 19 sherds from fill 120 (segment 119) was datable 
to after c. AD 240, while 15 sherds from fill 157 
(segment 156) were more generally of 3rd- or 4th-
century date. 

Fit 100 

This feature was a small sub-rectangular pit, 1.4 x 1.0 m 
and 0.7 m deep, with steep sides tapering to a narrow 
base. It was located in the south-east corner of the 
northern enclosure, cutting the terminal of gully 684 
and cut by gully 98. Approximately three-quarters of 
the pit was excavated. It had quite a complex series 
of fills most of which can be attributed to different 
backfilling events (Fig. 4.85, section 19). Above a thin 
skim of primary silting (101), fill 102 consisted largely 
of a dump of stone rubble of unknown derivation. This 
was covered by a thin layer of greenish brown clay 
(103) and yellowish brown clay-silt (121) which were 
probably further deliberate deposits. The middle fill 
(104) was a deposit of dark soil with charcoal. This 
was overlain by a limited amount of edge-slumping 
(105) and a mixed brown loamy deposit (106) which 
was probably intended to level the ground. The 
uppermost deposits, 108 and 109, were thin spreads 
of dark soil. 

The function of the pit is unclear, although a small 
storage pit or a latrine are possibilities. It contained 
few finds but pottery from 104 and 106 indicates a 
date after c. AD 240 for the backfilling. 

Corn dryer 42 (Figs 4.86 and 4.87, sections 3, 76 and 96) 

A T-shaped corn dryer was located in a relatively 
isolated position in the northern part of the site. It was 
totally excavated with the excavation proceeding in 
segments so as to obtain long- and cross-sections. 
The corn dryer was 4.3 m long with both the end 
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chamber and rake-out bowl about 2 m wide. The flue 
and end chamber were lined with roughly squared 
limestone blocks (45) bonded with a yellowish sandy 
mortar (321). The structure survived to a depth of about 
8 courses (0.6 m). The upper courses of the flue showed 
evidence of an arch indicating that this section of the-
structure was originally vaulted. Behind the upper 
course in both the flue and end chamber there were 
some pitched packing stones between the lining and 
the edge of the construction pit (44). The rake-out bowl 
was also lined with two sections of stone (438), but 
this was clearly a later addition and the stones were 
not tied with the flue lining. The building style was 
also different, 438 tending to be built with longer, flatter 
stones and bonded with grey clay (439) which was 
also used as packing behind the stones. The purpose 
of 438 was unclear but it was presumably intended as 
a funnel to direct airflow. Stone slabs were present 
as flooring at the entrance to the flue, and there were 
also a few in the bowl. Those in the flue were intensely 
burnt. Burning was also evident on the walls, fading 
out about 0.8 m along the flue towards the chamber 
end, clearly indicating that the fire was quite restricted. 

The corn dryer was filled with a succession of 
deposits some of which were probably associated with 
the use of the feature and others representing debris 
which accumulated after its abandonment. 
Six samples were analysed for charred remains 
(Table 8.57, see Pelling, Chapter 8). 

Fill 222 

A thin, dark carbon-rich silt at the base of the structure. 
Interpreted as representing a primary deposit. Samples 
31 and 34 yielded exceptionally high densities of 
charred plant remains, particularly chaff. 

Fill 221 

A more mixed deposit of grey silt with some limestone 
and mortar fragments. This appeared to represent 
debris from the final use of the corn dryer mixed with 
some collapsed material. Samples 32 and 33 yielded 
high densities of charred plant remains which 
included a relatively high proportion of cereal grains. 

Fill 190 

A mid brown silt with a high proportion of charcoal. 
This deposit appeared to include rake-out from the 
flue, although its thickness suggested that it may have 
been mixed with an accumulation of soil after the 
structure had gone out of use. Sample 23 included 
fairly abundant wood charcoal as well as chaff, grain 
and weed seeds. 

Fills 247 and 43 

A loose mid brown silt with limestone rubble which 
overlay 221 in the flue and end chamber. This 

: represented the collapse of the flue superstructure. 
Fill 43 comprised generally smaller limestone 
pieces and probably represents a longer period of 
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Plate 4.19 Corn dryer 42. 
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Figure 4.86 Birdlip Quarry, period 2a, plan of corn dryer 42. 

post-collapse accumulation. Sample 3 from context 43 
had a low density of charred plant remains. 

Fill 81 

A greyish brown clayey silt with limestone rubble 
representing backfill of the bowl. A large assemblage 
(87 sherds) of pottery was present. Sample 4 contained 
a low density of charred plant remains. 

Fill 33 

A grey silty loam with limestone rubble representing 
the final infilling of the bowl. It contained domestic 
debris including a large lump of iron slag (SF 156). 
Sample 1 contained charred remains of a similar 
character to Samples 3 and 4. 

There were no chronologically diagnostic finds 
from the structure of the corn dryer and its date of 
construction is not clear. The primary fill, 222, can be 
dated to after AD 220 and 4th-century pottery came 
from 190. It is therefore likely to have been in use in 
the 3rd to 4th centuries. 

Pits (Figs 4.73 and 4.88) 

Pit 39 

This sub-rectangular pit or hollow was situated in the 
north-east part of the site. It had very gradually sloping 
sides reaching a surviving depth of 0.34 m (Fig. 4.88, 
section 7). The lower fill (41) was a dump of carbon-

rich material which con
tained charred grain, chaff 
and weed seeds in small 
densities (Sample 2). It 
may represent rake-out 
from the corn dryer. 
The upper fill (40) was a 
yellowish brown clayey 
silt with limestone grains 
of uncertain derivation. It 
contained a fragment of 
iron stylus (cat 561). The 
dating evidence from this 
feature was imprecise. 

Pit 92 

South of pit 39, pit 92 was 
a small oval pit or hollow 
with gently sloping 
sides 0.3 m deep (Fig. 4.88, 
section 14). The main fill 
(91) was a grey-brown silty 
loam which contained a 
concentration of medium 
sized tabular limestone of 
uncertain significance. 
Pottery, nails and a coin 
were also present. The 
pottery was dated to after 

AD 250 while the coin of Constans, which came from 
the surface of the feature, dated to AD 347-8. 
91 overlay a thin yellowish brown primary silting (107) 
without finds. 

Pit 134 

East of Area A, this was a small oval feature, just 0.05 m 
deep. It contained pottery of the 3rd century or later 
(fill 135). 

Period 2B: c. AD 330-380 

In Period 2B the structures of Period 2A went out of 
use. New structures are difficult to define although 
stone buildings appear to have been constructed in 
Area A. The principle elements of these consisted of a 
'revetment' wall along the back of the terrace and 
a cross wall at right-angles which was attached to a 
partly circular structure of two phases. A post-built 
building was constructed in Area 3. There may have 
been structures elsewhere (Fig. 4.89). 

Areas A, 2B and 2C: Phase 6 

Structure 985 (Fig. 4.90) 

This structure, the first of the partly circular structures, 
was defined by a penannular gully, c. 0.25 m wide 
and probably originally about 0.25 m deep located 
directly under the wall of the stone structure 713 
(Fig. 4.91), which enclosed an area with a diameter of 
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6.3 m. It ran for c. 240° with quite clear terminals and it 
is therefore certain that it had a wide entrance (c. 6 m) 
facing south. The gully appears to have held a row of 
stakes or small posts although the stakeholes were 
not very clear individually. 

The stratigraphic position of this structure was 
unclear. It was only fully recognised once the site had 
been excavated to the lighter subsoil, but variations in 
the soils had created certain difficulties in the 
excavation of the higher strata here, and it seems clear 
that the feature had been cut from higher up. 
Its position directly under the wall of stone structure 
713 (below) also indicates that it was the direct 
precursor of 713 although it is possible to argue that it 
might have belonged to an earlier phase and have been 
standing during the period of 'abandonment ' in 
Phase 5 while the soil accumulated around it. Despite 
the fact that the wall of structure 713 followed the line 
of 985 quite precisely, it is most unlikely that they were 
both part of the same structure. The construction of 
the wall of 713 makes it virtually impossible for a stake 
wall to have been incorporated with it. Furthermore 
the eastern side of 713 continued beyond the terminal 
of gully 985 indicating a difference in the plans of the 
two structures despite their identical size and position. 

Structure 713 (Fig. 4.91) 

Structure 713 survived as two fragments of drystone 
wall (714 and 122) which would have formed a circular 
or partly circular structure 6 m in diameter. A single 
course of stone was laid directly on the ground 
surface and there was no internal floor evident. The 
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Figure 4.88 Birdlip Quarry, pits 39 and 42, sections. 

structure appears to have been abutted on to its 
northern side by wall 36, although it is possible that 
wall 36 had been partly demolished and the structure 
inserted into it. Wall 1245 (Area 2B), on a comparable 
alignment to wall 36, is also likely to have butted the 
structure. This would suggest that structure 713 was 
semi-circular with attached linear walls. The pitched 
stone surface 1224 (Area 2B) would have formed a 
solid surface path leading to the structure from Ermin 
Street. There was one late-phase posthole 833 which 
may have held a door post, but no opposed posthole 
was found. 

Two patches of pitched stone (717 and 720) 
appeared to butt the outside of structure 713. Feature 
720 stood proud of the surfaces associated with 
structure 1452 (Period 2A) and seems unlikely to 
belong with them. Feature 717 was incorporated 
within the angle between wall 122 and wall 36. 
The features may have been plinths supporting 
buttresses of some kind. The form of the super-structure 
to structure 713 is not known. It may have been roofed, 
although if it functioned as an animal pen it need not 
have been. 

Linear walls (Fig. 4.91) 

Walls 36 and 205 

Wall 36 formed a cross wall running approximately 
at right-angles from the back of the terrace. It was of 
drystone construction and only surviving to one 
course which rested directly on the ground surface. 
At the north-east end it was bonded to wall 205 which 
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Figure 4.89 Birdlip Quarry, period 2b, plan of excavated features. 

only survived for a short length before being cut by the 
water-pipe. Both walls were similar and distinct from 
the others in that they were constructed of relatively 
massive stones which tended to have interlocking faces 
without a rubble core. They were therefore relatively 
narrow (0.45-0.50 m). Wall 35 continued the alignment 
of 205 to the south-east but was a later addition (see 
below). Wall 54 to the north-west (see below) was of a 
different construction and its relationship with 205 is 
unknown. However, it seems likely that it was 
constructed as a separate event. Thus, while a 
superficial view might suggest a basic layout of just 
two linear features - a revetment wall at the back of the 
terrace and a cross-wall - it is likely that the structural 
sequence was more complicated and related to more 
than field/property boundaries. 

Walls 36 and 205 may therefore have originally 
formed a narrow rectangular enclosure or structure 

with a return wall under the waterpipe baulk. 
The form this structure might have taken is unclear. 
To the north-west of wall 36 was a dense concentration 
of stone rubble which extended under the water-pipe 
baulk, but not a great deal further than that. It is 
unclear whether this represents the immediate post-
Roman distribution of stone since there is evidence of 
medieval ploughing west of the baulk and stone might 
have been cleared from this area. However, an area of 
tipped stone (127) appears to represent collapsed wall 
lying in situ. The position and angle of the stones 
suggested that they were tumble from the top courses 
of wall 36. It is interesting to note that this would imply 
a wall height of about 2 m. This seems excessive for a 
boundary wall or an enclosure. A drystone wall 
construction to eaves height in a building may appear 
to be unstable, particularly given the rudimentary 
nature of the foundation, but this may have been a 
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Plate 4.20 Area A. Structure 985 is defined by a semi
circular gully. The stone culvert of the earlier penannular 
ditch lies in the foreground and sections through the 
penannular ditches are being excavated in the background. 

relatively unimportant outbuilding. It is also possible 
that a bonding of clay or earth was used which had 
weathered away. 

It is uncertain whether linear wall 36 butted 
structure 713 or whether 713 was inserted into it. The 
jumble of large stones at the junction between the two 
structures could be interpreted as rubble from wall 36 
and it may be significant that the facing stones were 
absent from wall 36 in this area, suggesting some 
disturbance caused by the insertion of 713. 

Wall 35, layers 140 and 34 

Wall 35 butted wall 205. Only one course was present. 
It was 0.7 m wide with facing stones and a rubble 
core. It appears to have served as a terrace-edge 
revetment although the slope of the ground here was 
not particularly marked. It was probably contemp
orary with the stony surface 140 which consisted of 
small and medium limestone fragments tightly 
packed. This appeared to underlie wall 35 but did not 
extend south of it. South of the wall was a spread of 
generally medium-sized (0.1-0.15 m) and angular 
limestone fragments in a matrix of olive-grey silt (34). 
This layer had ill-defined edges except on the northern 
and western sides where it butted walls 35 and 36. 
Further south and east it could not be distinguished 
from the undifferentiated 'cleaning layer', 7, and the 

number was used for finds overlying the floor layers 
associated with structure 1452 (Phase 4). The nature 
of this layer is unclear, but it may have represented a 
fragmented yard surface. Alternatively, it may have 
been a general spread of building rubble, but it was 
felt that the stones were too small to have derived from 
structures, even allowing for weathering and post-
Roman activity. A very large quantity of artefacts came 
from this layer including shell-tempered ware dating 
to after c. AD 350. Ten coins are predominantly later 
3rd and 4th century issues, but they include the only 
lst-century coin found on the site. 

Wall 54 

Wall 54 was neatly constructed with facing stones and 
a rubble core. It survived to four courses (0.4 m high) 
and was 0.6 m wide without a foundation cut. Its 
relationship with wall 205 had been destroyed but it 
was on a slightly different alignment as well as being 
of a different construction. Its length could not have 
been much more than 4 m since it ended precisely 
where section 206 was dug. 

The wall certainly appears to have served as a 
revetment since the slope behind the wall was more 
pronounced here than elsewhere. It is unclear whether 
the wall was cut into the hillslope or whether it was 
positioned at the base of a natural slope. The fill behind 
the wall (46) contained rubble which had presumably 
been used as packing. In front of the wall and butting 
it, layer 706 was a thin dark greyish brown silt 
interpreted as an 'occupation layer'. Its original extent 
is unclear since Roman layers were truncated by later 
ploughing to the south and west. It contained late 4th-
century pottery and was sealed by wall rubble 53. The 
extent and depth of this rubble suggests that the wall 
was originally several courses higher. These two 
observations - of an associated occupation or area of 
rubbish accumulation, and the large quantity of rubble 
- suggest that wall 54 may have been part of a building. 
However, there is little other evidence to support this. 

Wall 177 

Wall 177 continued the alignment of wall 54 to the 
north-west. It appears to have butted wall 54 in section 
206 and its surviving length was c. 4.5 m. It may well 
have continued further north-west, but any deposits 
in this direction had been completely removed by later 
ploughing. Unlike wall 54 it was not properly 
constructed and consisted of no more than an align
ment of rubble about 1 m wide. 

Ditch 1252 (Figs 4.89 and 4.91) 

A broad ditch, 1252, was dug through the soil layers 
which had accumulated in Phase 3 (layers 1227, 1289 
and 1290). This was very shallow at the northern end 
but deepened towards the south-west (Fig. 4.51, section 
291). It was probably a drainage ditch running 
towards Ermin Street. There was no trace of this feature 
in the main area of excavation and it must have 
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Figure 4.90 Birdlip Quarry, period 2b, structure 985. 

terminated in the vicinity of wall 775. A projection of 
this wall to the south-east and a comparison of levels 
in the two areas suggests that the ditch was dug over 
the top of the wall, or perhaps up against it. The wall 
must have ceased to function at this stage. Occasional 
blocks of limestone (average size 0.2 x 0.15 m) within 
layer 1227 may have derived from the wall, but this is 
uncertain. 

Initially, the ditch seems to have silted in naturally 
(fill 1264), but later a dump of stones, 1226, filled the 
entire length exposed. It is unclear what the purpose 
of this was, but presumably the ground needed 
consolidating for activity or access here. 

Wall 1245 and pitched stone surface 1224 (Fig. 4.91) 

In Area 2B wall 1245 appears to have been constructed 
in a shallow trench (1269) cut into layer 1225. It was 
oriented towards structure 713 and it seems the two 
must have been linked. There was no evidence that 
the walls had been physically joined and, since the 
excavations in these two areas were carried out at 
different times, it is impossible to be sure how precise 
the alignment between the two features was. However, 
the wall trench may have continued into Area A as 
two sections of shallow gully (segments 805 and 904) 
up to about 0.14 m deep. These were both strati-

graphically late and otherwise not accounted for. Gully 
805 was conspicuously straight-edged and 904 aligns 
quite closely on wall 713. Neither segment contained 
structural stone and it seems probable that this gully 
is a robber trench rather than the construction cut itself. 
This would accord with the observation that 805 cut 
the pitched stone surface 796 (1224 in Area 2B). 

Wall 1245 was of drystone construction, about 
0.9 m wide, consisting of relatively large facing stones 
and a rubble core. At the north-east end it was just one 
course thick, but four courses survived at the south
west end. It was abutted on the western side by a 
well-constructed surface of pitched stone 1462 
(segment 1224). This was clearly equivalent to layer 
796 in Area A which extended for about half a metre 
further into the trench than is shown as it was partly 
inadvertently removed during machining. The pitched 
stone surface continued south-west into Area 2A (layer 
1309). It clearly formed a bounded approach-path to 
structure 713 and the adjacent 'enclosures' (although 
the wall was not evident in Area 2A). 

Stone surface 1224 is securely 4th-century, 
although the pottery dating is not particularly precise. 
The latest of four coins from beneath/ among the stones 
was struck AD 337-40, giving a date of construction 
which effectively agrees with that provided by two 
coins from among the stones of layer 1311 in Area 2A 
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Plate 4.21 Period 2b, Area A. Linear wall 36 butts curving wall 722 (structure 713). The pitched stone to the left may 
have come from the collapse of 36. 

(AD 335-40) (Fig. 4.99, section 275). There does not 
seem to have been any very late occupation here 
however. Shell-tempered ware was absent from the 
latest layer (1244), although both New Forest Ware 
and Oxford Red-slipped Ware were present. The latest 
coins from Areas 2A and 2B go no later than AD 347-8 
(layer 1313). 

Area B: Phase 6 (Fig. 4.92) 

The stony deposit 223 (Phase 5) was overlain by an 
accumulation of very dark, almost black silt with few 
inclusions (128), which appears to represent midden 
material (Fig. 4.51, section 128). A large quantity of 
4th-century pottery (529 sherds) and other finds were 
recovered, including a jet pin fragment (cat. 677). Eight 
coins give a range of date from AD 250-360 (cat. 297, 
304, 366, 370, 424, 433, 443, 474). Layer 31 above was 
a slightly lighter and more clayey silt with an 
abundance of weathered stones, some burnt, of a 
variety of sizes. It is unclear what these stones 
represent. They tended to concentrate around the 
northern rim of this area and may have been part of a 
structure under 31 or further up slope. However, there 
was no real evidence of a structure and the weathered 
nature of the stone suggested that it was more likely 
part of a rudimentary surface or a clearance 
dump. The pottery assemblage of 776 sherds had a 
strongly late character (after AD 360/70), suggesting 
that layer 31 had not been heavily mixed and 
presumably represents a late accumulation of 
midden material. 

Area C: Phase 3 

After ditch 233 went out of use, the area was character
ised by the accumulation of soil layers 261, 227, 253, 
206, 30 and 210. This was followed by an overlying 
layer of dark soil, layer 18. It is unclear how much 
activity is represented by these deposits, and how 
much represents post-abandonment accumulation . 
Layers 261 (Fig. 4.57, sections 61 and 62), 227 and 253 
were mixed, heterogeneous greyish deposits with 
small patches of charcoal and containing a relatively 
high proportion of small, rounded limestone frag
ments. They were thin layers (about 50 mm) and were 
thought to represent rudimentary surfaces with 
occupation material. Finds from these layers were also 
mixed and included 2nd- and 3rd-century pottery as 
well as material of the later 3rd- and 4th-centuries. 
It seems that some of this material can be associated 
with the use of the ovens and stone surface 302, but 
that this had been trampled and mixed with later 
material. Layers 210 and 206 overlay the stone 
surface and are stratigraphically post-abandonment. 
The pottery dating is post-AD 240. 

Layer 18 (Fig. 4.57, section 51) was a sealing layer 
of grey clayey silt which appears to represent midden 
accumulation. The finds from this layer were very 
mixed with 2nd- to 4th-century pottery present, 
including a single sherd of late Shell-tempered Ware. 
Twelve coins from the layer were mostly in the 
range AD 260-290 (the latest being AD 321-4), but 
they included two of the ten early coins from the 
excavations. The mixing does not appear to be due to 
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Figure 4.91 Birdlip Quarry, period 2b, stone walls and surfaces in Areas A, 2A and IB. 
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Figure 4.92 Birdlip Quarry, Area B, period 2b. 
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Figure 4.93 Birdlip Quarry, Area D, period 2b. 

ploughing since there would surely have been 
evidence for this on the stone spread 302. 

Area D: Phase 3 (Fig. 4.93) 

Layer 14 

A dark grey silt covered the area and appeared to seal 
all the features relating to the previous phase. 
It directly underlay modern ploughsoil. It is unclear 
whether this material was substantially in situ or 

whether there had been a significant amount of 
redistribution of soil through ploughing. The layer 
contained shell-tempered ware dated to the later 4th 
century and appears to be a genuinely later assemblage 
(of 113 sherds) than that within the Phase 2 features, 
although it included some residual earlier material. 
This residual material appears to include seven coins 
dated to AD 270-84. It is unclear whether layer 14 
relates to a very late occupation here after the ditches 
had been backfilled, or whether the area was simply 
used as a midden. 
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Possible wall remnant 182 

A line of limestone rubble lay along the top of the 
lynchet in a shallow trench, 602. This was a late feature 
cutting ditch 271 and a number of small postholes, 
and therefore seems to be unrelated to structure 1457 
(Period 2A). It was partly covered by layer 14. Its 
original form is unclear as it was truncated by the 
lynchet to the south-east and peters out to the north
west. However, it may be a rough wall foundation. 
It would make most stratigraphic sense as part of 
Phase 3 but no related features were found and its 
overall purpose remains enigmatic. 

Area E: Phase 3 

Layer 72 

The final phase of occupation in Area E was marked 
by the accumulation of a uniform deposit of grey silt 
which filled the terrace hollow. There were no 
recognisable features associated with this deposit and 
it remains unclear whether this represents occupation 
here or whether the area became used as a midden. 
There was a large quantity of pottery from this deposit 
(233 sherds) including shell-tempered ware of the later 
4th century, and also a coin of AD 313-17. This suggests 
a discrete late occupation which post-dated the Phase 
2 structure, although its character is difficult to assess. 

Area 3: Phase 3 

Posthole building 1648 (Fig. 4.94) 

The rectangular stone structure 1684 was replaced by 
a posthole structure after the former had been 
demolished. The drainage ditch (1502) appears to have 
been deliberately infilled with pitched stone (1558) to 
create a surface in a segment about 6 m long north
west of the threshold stone (1503). In front of the 
threshold stone the ditch was filled with flat slabs. 

The evidence for the structure is slight, but comes 
from a row of seven postholes (1639, 1608, 1640, 1630, 
1644, 1664 and 1661) which cut through the earlier 
wall footing. Feature 1634 may be another post-base 
although it is out of alignment. The postholes were 
character-istically wide and shallow with stone post-
pads at their bases. Postholes 1639, 1608, 1640, 1630 
and 1644 were almost exactly 2.8 m apart while 1644, 
1664 and 1661 were slightly more closely spaced. There 
was no evidence of opposed postholes on the south
west side of the building. The stone flooring of Phase 2 
was presumably re-used. 

Posthole 1639 

Oval shape, 0.5 x 0.3 m and 0.2 m deep with the base 
occupied by a flat slab 1623 (Fig. 4.83, section 319). 
It cut through wall 1544 but had an unclear relation
ship with the fill of ditch 1502 since the general spread 
of stones here could not be differentiated. The upper 
fill of the posthole (1614) consisted of limestone 

fragments in a loose matrix of dark silty loam. 

Posthole 1608 

Large sub-circular pit, 0.65 x 0.70 m and 0.3 m deep 
with a flat stone on the base. It cut wall 1544 and also 
the pitched stone backfill 1558 of ditch 1502, indicating 
that the posthole was a later insertion rather than part 
of the original structure (Fig. 4.83, section 317). It 
appeared to be cut by pit 1610. Posthole 1608 was 
filled with a loose dark silt and limestone fragments 
(1609) some of which were pitched and could represent 
the remains of post-packing. 

Posthole 1640 

Small, oval feature in the base of a much broader but 
shallow pit 1638. Pit 1638 cut wall 1544 and was filled 
with rubble (1537). It was probably a robber pit or one 
dug to remove the post. The post-pad (1641) at the 
base of posthole 1640 consisted of a jumble of small 
stones pitched at angles, rather than a single flat slab. 

Posthole 1630 

An irregular feature defined by a gap in wall 1544, 
about 0.1 m deep, into which a flat stone post-pad had 
been placed. The fill (1631) consisted of loose small 
limestone fragments in a mid grey silt. 

Posthole 1644 

Ovoid shape, 0.5 x 0.3 m and 0.3 m deep with a flat 
stone on the base. It cut walls 1544 and 1503. Both the 
lower fill (1645) and the upper fill (1542) consisted of 
limestone fragments in a dark silt matrix, but the upper 
fill spread away from the hole proper over an area of 
about 0.6 x 1.0 m. The stones in 1542 tended to be 
pitched and crushed suggesting a deliberate insertion 
rather than random backfill. 

Posthole 1664 

Roughly circular, 0.58 m diameter and 0.22 m deep 
with a flat stone at the base. It cut the rubble core of the 
wall, 1605. The fill contained some vertically pitched 
stone which may have been the remains of packing 
around the post. 

Posthole 1661 

A possible posthole revealed as a flat stone, apparently 
in the base of a circular feature cut into the top of gully 
1561. Although on alignment with the other postholes, 
1661 was only about 2.2 m from 1664 and the post-
pad was at a higher level than the others, leaving some 
doubt about its interpretation. 

?Posthole 1634 

A possible, but on the whole doubtful, posthole 
consisting of a broad, shallow depression with a flat 
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stone on the base. The fill, 1633, was an area of small 
and medium limestones, some pitched. It at first 
appeared that this had been inserted through wall 
1503, although excavation failed to define the edge of 
1634 convincingly and its relationship to the wall 
remained uncertain. 

Gully 1682 (Fig. 4.102) 

Gully 1682 (segments 1616, 1551, 1621, 1655 and 1651) 
is interpreted as a redigging of ditch 1681 sometime 
after the latter had been infilled. It was a relatively 
broad and shallow feature, about 1.5 m wide and 0.2 m 
deep, and was dug on the inside edge of 1681 
(Fig. 4.67, sections 309, 312 and 326). Gully 1682 had 
a single dark grey or grey-brown fill which was very 
similar to the upper fill of 1681. The relationship 
between the two ditches was unclear during excav
ation, but 1682 makes sense as the later ditch as it 
turned south-east to respect the edge of the new road 
surface 1538. 

There was no good dating evidence from gully 1682, 
although it seems reasonable to assume that it was 
contemporary with structure 1648 and that both might 
have formed part of a rebuilding project in this area, 
connected with the widening of Ermin Street at this 
time. The best dating for this activity comes from a 
group of eight coins from the road surface (2012) 
which were grouped AD 320-4 (see section on 
excavations adjacent to Ermin Street, Area 5). This is 
effectively the same date as a coin from in the infilling 
of ditch 1681, and a date of construction around this 
time can be suggested. 

Unphased features 

Features west of Area A 

Ditch group 1455 (Fig. 4.95) 

This comprised two shallow ditches / gullies (22 and 
62) running east-west. Their eastern terminals were 
under the later stone-based structure 703 while c. 12 
m to the west they were truncated by ploughing. Gully 
62 was considerably broader than 22 and had a 
narrow slot (70) in its base along part of its length. 
This contained a slightly greyer fill than the fills of 22 
and 62 (fills 56 and 61) which were light reddish 
brown silts. Both ditches had indistinct terminals 
which contained rubble (160 and 94). 

The interpretation of these ditches is uncertain. 
They may have been boundary features, although they 
were rather shallow. This shallowness cannot be 
accounted for by plough-truncation since the remains 
of a stone wall (structure 703) overlay the terminal of 
ditch 62 and had clearly been protected from the 
plough here. It is perhaps more likely that they 
represent traces of a timber-framed construction with 
a beam-slot (70) and an outer eaves-drainage gully 
(22). The width of 62 may be accounted for by the 
removal of the ground beam when the structure went 
out of use. 

Structure 703 (Fig. 4.96) 

After ditch group 1455 had filled in a layer of hill wash 
(21) accumulated in the remaining hollow. A dry stone 
wall foundation (27) was laid on top of 21. The remains 
of this wall consisted of a short alignment of stones 
within a brown silt matrix. Only the north face was 
clearly represented and survived up to two courses 
high. The south face appeared to be missing. The wall 
ran in a slightly more northerly alignment than the 
earlier ditches. Among the rubble on the northern side 
of the wall (28) was the possible trace of a wall running 
at right-angles (55). This remnant was represented by 
an alignment of no more than four stones. Above the 
rubble and butting wall 27 was a layer of grey-brown 
hillwash (26) which underlay the post-Roman 
ploughsoil (4). 

Despite the fragmentary nature of the remains it 
appears that the walls represent the traces of a 
rectangular building, a corner of which had been 
fortuitously preserved in the hollow of an underlying 
ditch. The ditches are probably not directly related to 
structure 703, particularly as their alignments are at 
variance, but the location of 703 might well have been 
conditioned by the presence of an earlier structure. 

The dating evidence is inconclusive. However, it 
may be significant that none of the pottery from 

Figure 4.96 Birdlip Quarry, unphased structure 703. 
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Figure 4.80 Birdlip Quarry, period 2a, structure 1459 (Area E). 

Post-pits 434 and 275 (Fig. 4.79, sections 103 and 88) 

Post-pit 434 was a deep feature (0.75 m) largely filled 
with a light-coloured silt-clay (671). This was 
interpreted as post-packing, although the absence of 
a post-void would indicate that it had slumped in once 
the post had been removed. The upper fill, 435, 
consisted of limestone rubble within a matrix of dark 
silt. It probably represented back-fill after the post had 
been removed although the density of stone suggests 
that it had been used as post-packing and simply put 
back in the vacant hole. It contained a large quantity 
of late Roman shelly ware which was presumably 
deposited after the structure had been dismantled. 
A slightly shallower post-pit (275) lay just a metre away 
to the south-east. This had a lower fill which consisted 
of 50% stone rubble in a yellowish brown clayey silt 
(411), and a darker upper fill consisting largely of stone 
rubble (276). Fill 276 included a large dressed block 
with a central square mortise (cat. 715). An iron linch 
pin from a cart (cat. 587) also came from this fill. Many 
of the other stones were wedged against the sides of 
the pit. Both fills may be disturbed post-packing with 
the upper fill containing stones from refilling the hole 
after dismantling the post. There was no indication of 

the size of the posts which the postholes held, but a 
post with a diameter of 0.30 m could certainly have 
been accommodated in each. 

The function of these postholes in relation to the 
structure is far from clear as they occupy a position to 
one side of the floor. This seems to argue against them 
having served as roof supports. However, it is possible 
that an opposed pair were removed by the lynchet 
since, had they been dug to a slightly shallower depth 
than the deeper hole, 434, evidence for them would 
not have survived. 

Floor 268 

A natural outcrop of thinly bedded limestone formed 
the floor to the structure and had a dirty and worn 
appearance as a result. It probably served as the floor 
in both phases of occupation. Part of a Black Burnished 
Ware jar was found embedded into the surface just 
north of the earlier hearth 264. The vessel contained 
calcareous deposits from having been used to hold 
hot water, although it is considered likely to have 
belonged with structure 1457 rather than to have been 
contemporary with the hearth (section 264). 
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Other internal features 

There were few other internal features and none of 
any substance. A number of small postholes and 
scoops were excavated and are shown on Figure 4.78. 
These tended to concentrate on the northern side of 
the structure and may be related to internal furnishings 
of some kind. None were deeper than 0.1 m. Notably 
large sherds of Severn Valley Ware came from pit 430, 
and pits/postholes 506 and 535. It is unclear whether 
this distribution has any significance. Pit 430 also 
contained a mount from a bucket handle (cat. 570) 
and a hipposandal wing (Table 7.46). 

Occupation north of Area D (Fig. 4.78) 

Layer 58 and gullies 391, 393 and 445 

Layer 58 was a thin patch of grey soil defined on its 
northern side by the surviving segments of three 
curving gullies. This probably marked the site of 
another structure although there is insufficient 
evidence to determine the form it might have taken. 
All deposits here were truncated by lynchet 123 by up 
to 0.15 m, although this takes no account of any 
terracing which might have been carried out here to 
accommodate the occupation. Gully 445 was just 0.1 m 
deep with a flatfish base. It was without finds. 
Gully 391 was up to 0.15 m deep and contained 11 
4th-century sherds. Gully 393 was shorter and without 
finds. It is possible that 391 and 393 marked a wall-
line and that 445 was for eaves drainage, although 
the gullies were not precisely parallel. A circular 
structure with a diameter of up to 7 m could have been 
accommodated in the space north of structure 1457. 

Area E: Phase 2 (Figs 4.80-81) 

Structure 1459 

This structure was defined by two arms of a shallow 
ditch, 235 and 249, with the trace of an internal gully 
or groove, 342. Like structure 1458 which it replaced, 
the ditch had a composite profile with a deeper outer 
depression and a shallower inner ledge. Again the 
significance of this is not entirely clear, 
although the outer ditch is likely to have been 
for eaves drainage and the internal groove a 
wall-line. The ditch was cut by lynchet 130 
and it is unclear whether or not the structure 
would have been open to the south. The two 
arms of the ditch meet at an angle of about 
120° which suggests that the structure was 
hexagonal in plan. There was no trace of an 
internal floor and the only internal feature 
was a nebulous shallow scoop, 344, only 
partly within the excavation. 

There were considerable quantities of 
pot and bone in the backfill of the 
ditch (234). There was also stone and 
tile, but insufficient quantities of either 
to suggest that they had any structural 

NW 

235 

significance. The abandonment of the structure can 
be dated to after AD 220. 

Area 3: Phase 2 

Rectangular stone building 1684 (Figs 4.82-83) 

The main phase of activity in Area 3 was associated 
with a structure with a stone wall footing and a stone 
floor. The stonework directly underlay the modern 
topsoil. This is considered likely to have formed part 
of a rectangular building oriented north-west - south
east, although only one wall survived. The wall-
footings on the south-east and south-west sides had 
probably been removed. The north-west side lay 
outside the excavation. Deep wheel ruts of probable 
post-medieval date had caused considerable damage 
to the southern part of the structure and extended as 
far south-west as the line of Ermin Street. It was 
impossible to estimate where the walls had once been. 

Gully 1502/1528 and wall 1544 

The Phase 1 gully was re-dug and the earlier deposits 
almost completely removed. Into this gully was 
inserted a dry-stone 'revetment' wall, 1544. This 
was wholly within gully 1502 at the north-west end 
where it survived as a facing structure up to three 
courses high (0.25 m). At the south-eastern end the 
wall face was on the lip of the gully and survived to 
just one course high. The wall face did not survive 
immediately in front of a large single 'threshold' stone 
(part of wall 1503). Here 1544 existed only as a ragged 
edge of stone with perhaps just two stones continuing 
the alignment of the wall face. It is possible that the 
stone facing was deliberately omitted from 
the entrance area, but perhaps equally possible that 
the facing stones had simply fallen into the ditch or 
had been removed. The purpose of lining the gully is 
unclear but, assuming it were for drainage, a lining, 
even if only on one side, might have helped prevent it 
from silting up too readily. The gully contained a large 
quantity of pottery of generally above average size, 
suggesting that it had been deliberately infilled 
with midden material. 
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Figure 4.81 Birdlip Quarry, Area E, section. 
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deposits associated with structure 703 or ditch group 
1455 need be later than the 2nd century. This includes 
a reasonably substantial assemblage (32 sherds) 
from layer 21. The overlying hillwash, 26, yielded 
exclusively 2nd-century pottery (17 sherds.) 

Gully 23 (Fig. 4.95) 

A fragment of shallow, slightly curving, gully lay near 
the western end of the site. It ran approximately north-
south for 2.5 m before petering out. Its maximum depth 
at the site edge was 0.16 m. It contained a light primary 
fill (24) under a darker secondary fill (25) which yielded 
a few 2nd-century sherds. This feature would suggest 
that further occupation existed north of the excavation 
in this part of the field. 

Miscellaneous pits (Fig. 4.73) 

Pit 828 

A circular pit was located just east of the boundary 
ditch 688 (segment 67). It was 1.4 m in diameter and 
0.74 m deep with a rounded base. Its function was 
unclear. After a thin accumulation of light brown silt 
(830) it was rapidly backfilled with stone rubble (829). 
The pottery and a coin of c. AD 253-60 indicated that 
this had probably taken place in the later 3rd century 
and the feature could have belonged with either 
Period. 

Pits 255 and 257 

These were similar shallow oval features backfilled 
with dark brown silt and stone rubble. They were 
located just north-west of Area B. Pit 255 was 
0.79 x 0.59 m and 0.14 m deep, while 257 was slightly 
smaller, 0.66 x 0.36 m and 0.05 m deep. A small amount 
of undiagnostic pottery was recovered. There was no 
evidence as to the function of these features. 

Excavations adjacent to Ermin Street: 
Areas 1, 2A, 4, 5, 6 and Ermin Street Trenches 3 and 
4 (Figs 4.97-102) 

A number of small excavation trenches were positioned 
to examine areas of the site adjacent to Roman Ermin 
Street, as well as part of the road itself. Five of these 
trenches (Areas 1, 2A, 4, 5 and 6) were excavated as 
part of the Birdlip Quarry site, while Ermin Street 
Trenches 3 and 4 formed part of the programme of 
excavations specifically targeted on the road. 

All the trenches with the exception of Area 2A 
exposed part of a road surface of limestone cobbles 
which formed a linear feature running on the north
eastern side of the modern road. The line of the road 
was also traceable running up the hill north-west of 
Ermin Street Trench 4 and south-east of Area 5, 
although in both directions the surface of the road 
had been lost. 

In some cases the sequence of deposits encountered 
could be tied to the phasing of the main site, while in 

other cases the phasing was far from clear. For this 
reason these trenches are considered as a group apart 
from the main site, although the relationship of the 
road to the Roman occupation is clearly of some 
significance and the connection between the two is 
examined in the following trench descriptions. 

Ermin Street Trench 4 

This trench, the furthest to the north-west, confirmed 
the existence of a cobbled road surface (407) continuing 
north-west, although it was badly disturbed and only 
clear on the western edge of the trench. There it was 
overlain by clean silts (411 and 404) which were 
probably imported deposits. They were truncated by 
modern road make-up. 

Area 1 (Fig. 4.100, section 270) 

Phase 1 

The earliest feature in this trench was a shallow ditch 
(1220) running into the roadside ditch (1212) at right-
angles. Since it was cut by 1212 it can be assumed to 
have been related to an earlier roadside ditch which 
had been completely removed. There was no dating 
evidence for this phase and ditch 1220 appears to have 
silted up naturally. 
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Figure 4.97 Birdlip Quarry, Area 2A, roadside ditch 1330. 
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Phase 2 

Roadside ditch 1212 was about 1.8 m wide and 0.6 m 
deep with a narrow base, ft respected, or truncated, 
the cobbled road 1208 on the south-western side. The 
road was exposed over a width of 4.5 m and was 
composed of a thin layer of local limestone which 
directly overlay the natural siltstone. It occupied a 
slight hollow, presumably caused by erosion through 
use, rising towards the lip of ditch 1212 where 
the metalling survived to its greatest thickness. The 
surface of the road had been much disturbed by 
modern tree roots. 

The lowest fill of ditch 1212 (fill 1218) was a mid 
yellowish brown silt which appeared to represent 
gradual natural accumulation. It contained sherds of 
broadly 2nd-century date, including a sherd of East 
Gaulish samian, which would suggest that it was 
infilling in the later 2nd or early 3rd century. There 
were no finds from the road itself, either within or on 
the cobbled surfaced. 

Phase 3 

The upper fills of ditch 1212 consisted of an outer 
(ie. north-eastern) mid brown or slightly orange-brown 
silt (1215 and part of 1217) and an inner silt which 
had a greyish cast (1214 and part of 1217). Both 
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Figure 4.98 Birdlip Quarry, stone surface 1319/1323 
(Area 2A). 

probably represent natural silting although some 
organic inclusions are implied in the darker fill. It is 
possible that this darker fill occupied a recut, but the 
evidence from neither section was convincing. 

The date for the infilling of the ditch is unclear but 
it is likely to be Roman. A single post-medieval sherd 
from 1217 is either intrusive through root disturbance, 
or came from an unrecognised cut in the top of the 
ditch, since it is inconceivable that the ditch remained 
only partly infilled for that length of time. A coin of 
AD 161-80 also came from 1217. Its significance as 
dating evidence is uncertain but it may imply that the 
final infilling of the ditch was relatively early - perhaps 
before the later 3rd century. 

Phase 4 

The road surface was covered by a layer of clean, 
calcareous silt (1206). This also infilled the top of ditch 
1212 (fill 1213 - not in section 270). This layer was 
essentially local redeposited natural silt, unlike the 
colluvium on the site, and implies deliberate dumping 
which put the road out of use. This deposit reached a 
maximum depth of 0.3 m on the south-west edge of 
the trench. Over the rest of the exposed road it had 
been truncated by later disturbances. 

The date of this deposit was unclear. The fact that 
it directly overlay the surface of the Roman road 
suggested that it was Roman, although the implication 
that there was such a major remodelling of the road in 
the later Roman period is somewhat difficult to 
envisage. The same deposit was found over the road 
in Area 6 (layer 1163). The observation that the deposit 
was present in the top of ditch 1212 would also, on 
the face of it, support a Roman date. However, it is 
considered probable that there was a later recut in the 
top of the ditch. This has already been suggested by 
the presence of a post-medieval sherd and would also 
accord with the situation in Area 2A where a post-
Roman ditch was undoubtedly cut into the top of the 
Roman one. The balance of evidence from this and 
other road sections suggests that the silt dumping 
comes from road construction in the early modern era 
(see Discussion, below). 

Area 4 

This area was heavily disturbed as far as the natural 
silt and was abandoned after flooding. There was an 
indication that the roadside ditch in Area 1 continued 
through this trench and aligned with that in Area 2A. 

Area 2A 

Phase 1 

The earliest features in this part of the site were 
heavily truncated and effectively undated. The 
earliest surviving 'roadside' ditch, 1341, was heavily 
truncated by a recut (1336=1330), which followed 
almost precisely the same alignment, and it yielded 
no finds (Fig. 4.99, sections 275 and 296). Thin layers 
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of charcoal, 1338 and 1340, on the south-west edge of 
the site directly overlay natural silt. Their origin is 
unclear. The road was not exposed in this trench and 
it is uncertain whether the layers would have predated 
the road itself or were related to its construction. The 
charcoal was covered by dumps of clean clayey silt 
(1337 and 1339) which probably represented upcast 
from one or other phase of 'roadside' ditch, but it was 
impossible to say which. 

Phase 2 (Figs 4.97-98) 

The later 'roadside' ditch, 1336 (=1330), was about 
1.8 m wide and 0.6-0.75 m deep. The initial silting, 
fills 1345, 1344 and 1346, was not particularly deep. 
The ditch was mainly infilled with dumped deposits 
(1329, 1328, 1327, 1334, 1335?, 1332, 1331 and 1324) 
which included a great deal of stone rubble (Fig. 4.99, 
section 296). This appears to have been intended to 
provide a foundation for the overlying stone surface 
1323 (Fig. 4.98) and was probably deposited rapidly, 
perhaps as a single event. In the northern part of the 
trench layer 1324 (Fig. 4.99, section 275) was a deposit 
of relatively dark soil with charcoal and included a 
bovine skull (1326). 

The stone surface 1323 was equivalent to 1319 on 
the south-east side of the ditch. They comprised a 
tightly compacted spread of large, medium and small 
stones, mostly laid flat but some pitched, which formed 

a rough surface. It appears to have been intended as a 
path, 2-3 m wide, running in the direction of Area A 
of the main site (Fig. 4.98). 

Pottery from the dumping within the ditch and the 
stone surface itself was dated to after c. AD 270. There 
was less evidence for the date of the ditch itself, 
although layer 1347, possibly a subsoil which was 
cut by ditch 1336, yielded a sherd of Dorset Black 
Burnished Ware probably dating to after c. AD 220. 
From well within the ditch, possibly from the primary 
silting (fill 1335) came a sherd of stamped samian of 
mid to late Antonine date. This would suggest a rather 
earlier date for the redigging of the ditch, which may 
have taken place during Phase 2 in Area A. A late 
2nd-century redigging of the 'roadside' ditch would 
imply a long duration for Phase 2 with the complete 
cycle of digging and infilling lasting about a century. 
Alternatively, the ditch may have been dug in the 3rd 
century, rather than any earlier. This would imply a 
long period of circulation for the samian, but this is 
certainly not impossible. It is possible that the infilling 
of the ditch was associated with the re-occupation of 
Area A towards the end of the 3rd century (Period 2A). 
In that case, there is no indication of a period of 
abandonment of the ditch corresponding to Phase 3 
in Area A, and it appears that the ditch was kept fairly 
clean between its initial digging and its infilling with 
rubble. The re-occupation in Area A (Phase 4) would 
then appear to have involved the modification or 
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repositioning of the Roman road and the provision of 
access to the settlement. 

Phase 3 

Later, a layer of dark soil (1322 and 1318), 0.2 m thick, 
developed over the stone surface. The disuse of this 
surface was probably only local since a large quantity 
of pottery (over 100 sherds) came from this soil. This 
phase is only broadly dated to after AD 270, although 
a concordance with the main site would suggest that 
layers 704 and 225 (Period 2A Phase 5 in Area A) are 
equivalent deposits, and these are more securely 
4th century. 

Phase 4 (Fig. 4.91) 

Activity in this area recommenced with the recon
struction of a stone surface over layer 1318. This was 
a somewhat neater construction than the earlier 
surface, with tightly-packed pitched stones (layers 
1309 and 1317) forming a solid surface over the earlier 
ditch, and an area of flat stones (layer 1308) to the 
east. It formed a path, 3-4 m wide, leading north-east 
and can be seen to correspond to the pitched stone 
surface 1224 (Period 2B Phase 6) in Area 2B which led 
to structure 713 in Area A. 

Pottery from the surfaces themselves does not 
provide close dating, but two coins from stony layer 
1311 to one side were struck AD 335^10. In addition 
there were seven coins from layer 1313 which, 
although an overlying colluvial layer (Fig. 4.99, section 
275), contained a great deal of Roman pottery, and the 
coins indicate that the latest occupation in this area 
need not be later than AD 330-68. The absence of very 
late shell-tempered ware may support the impression 
that there were no finds reaching the area by 
AD 360-70. 

Road Section in Area 6 (Culvert Trench) (Fig. 4.100, 
section 268) 

Phase 1 

Under the road at the southern end of the trench was 
a mottled greyish brown and yellowish brown silt, 
1179. This appeared to be a buried soil layer, but rather 
darker than the early orange-brown 'buried soil' 1180 
further north with which it had no relationship. Layer 
1179 contained a coin of AD 324-8 and eight sherds 
of later 3rd / 4th-century pottery. 

Phase 2 

The road surface, 1164, which was laid over 1179, was 
composed of tightly-packed, small and medium, worn 
and sub-angular, limestone fragments. Its thickness 
only extended to one course of stones and a width of 
0.8 m was exposed. It was bounded on the north-east 
side by ditch 1192 which was steep-sided with a 
narrow, flat, base. The lower fill, 1191, was a yellow-
brown clayey silt without diagnostic finds, which 

appeared to represent natural accumulation. This was 
overlain by a greyish brown silt (1190) tipping in from 
the north-east. 

Phase 3 

Layer 1163 represents a dump of clean pale clayey silt 
directly over the road surface 1164. The layer was 
defined as 0.2-0.3 m deep in section, although it 
merged indistinctly with the overlying machine-
excavated layer 1195, which represented a more 
weathered version of the same deposit at this end of 
the trench. The overall depth of 1163 was probably 
therefore in the order of 0.5 m. There is no evidence 
that it extended beyond ditch 1192. The final fill of 
ditch 1192 was a compact yellowish brown silt-clay 
with limestone, 1189. This appears to have been a 
deliberate infilling. An interpretation of the section 
indicates that it may have been within a later (post-
Roman) cut on the same alignment as the Roman ditch, 
although this was not evident during excavation. 
Alternatively, it may have been essentially part of 1163 
albeit slightly darker and with a more notable 
concentration of stones. The layers above 1189 
comprised post-Roman colluvium (1195) and more 
recent road embankment deposits. 

There were no finds from the deposits in this phase, 
although the fact that 1163 directly overlay the 
road surface 1164, without an intervening layer of 
colluvium (which might be expected in this low-lying 
area of the site had there been a significant period of 
abandonment) suggests that the dumping took place 
in the Roman period. However, given the early 
4th-century terminus post quern for Phase 2, it appears 
that this activity would have been very late indeed. In 
common with Area 1, a remodelling of the road at this 
late period appears unlikely and despite some 
arguments for it being Roman an early modern date is 
considered more likely. 

Area 5 and Ermin Street Trench 3 

Phase 1 

There were no features which could be definitely 
ascribed to this phase, although a number of the 
features which were infilled in Phase 2 could have 
had their origin in Phase 1. 

Phase 2 (Fig. 4.84) 

Pit 322 (Ermin Street Trench 3) 

This was a circular feature, about 3 m in diameter, 
which was excavated to a depth of 1.46 m without the 
bottom being reached. The sides of the pit were 
vertical. The lowest fill encountered, 328, was a grey 
silt which may have represented a deliberate backfill. 
The later fills, 327, 324, 325 and 323, appear to be 
varying stony dumps in a slight weathering cone. 
These can be dated by pottery to the later 3rd/4th 
centuries. The feature may have been a well, although 
there was no trace of a lining within the deposits 

230 



Chapter Four 

section 270 

surface 1208 
disturbed by tree roots 

1216 1217 261.50m OD ^ 

sw section 268 NE 

7s 259.50m OD 

1190^ A _ X 1 1 8 0 

1192 1191 
wheel ruts 

1 0 
U • • • -=zL 

3m 

scale 1:50 

Figure 4.100 Birdlip Quarry, Area 1, section 270 and Area 6, section 268. 

excavated. The date of origin of the feature is 
unknown. It was sealed by road cobbling, 309 
(Phase 3), which became heavily rutted and sank into 
the top of the feature. 

Pit 2020 (Area 5 Trench 1) 

This was a sub-circular, shallow, dished feature, 2.5 m 
in diameter and 0.4 m deep. Above thin deposits of 
edge-silting (2018 and 2019) the bulk of the fill 
comprised a dump of rubble (2007). This may be dated 
to the later 3rd century. The finds included part of a 
substantial Savernake Ware storage jar. The feature 
cut an earlier, smaller, pit 2035, which was sub-circular 
and steep-sided. It was 1.2 m in diameter and cut to 
the same depth as 2020, but was without finds. Both 
features were sealed by the road surface 2004 (Phase 3). 

Ditch 2068 (segments 2042, 2066 and 2044) 

This was a shallow linear feature running through 
Trenches 2, 3 and 4 in Area 5. Its south-east terminal 
was found within Trench 1 and it appears to have 
been truncated by later ditches (316 and 311 - see 
Fig. 4.101, section 302) at its north-western end just 
before Ermin Street Trench 3. Its length was therefore 
in excess of 30 m. It was 0.3-0.4 m deep with a 
revetment wall (2038, 2050 and 2045) within the ditch 
on the north-eastern side (Fig. 4.101, sections 313 and 
318). The base of the ditch was broad and flat but the 
opposite edge was truncated by post-medieval ditch 
cuts and its width is not known. The ditch was partly 
infilled with natural silting (2041, 2056 and 2065) and 
later backfilled. Trench 4 showed a recut, 2064, through 
2065, but this was not evident elsewhere. 
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The similarity of design between ditch 2068 and 
ditch 1681 in Area 3, both of which contained 
revetment walls of identical construction, strongly 
suggests that the ditches were contemporary. The best 
independent date for the construction of ditch 2068 
comes from the fill behind wall 2045 (fill 2046) in 
Trench 2 (Fig. 4.101, section 318), where 12 sherds are 
dated to the late 3rd to 4th century. This is entirely 
compatible with the evidence from Area 3. 

The ditch was put out of use when the Phase 3 
road surface 2022, 2048 and 2031 was laid over the 
top. However, it is possible that the ditch was 
contemporary with the road surface on its south
western side, and that the road was simply extended 
eastward over the ditch rather than being extensively 
re-made over its full width. Any further examination 
of this conjecture was not possible as the post-medieval 
ditches, which cut ditch 2068, had destroyed any 
relationship between the road surfaces on their eastern 
and western sides. 

Phase 3 (Fig. 4.102) 

All the Phase 2 features were sealed by road surfaces 
in Area 5 (layers 2022, 2048, 2031, 2004 and 2003) 
and Ermin Street Trench 3 (layer 309). The road 
consisted of a layer of small and medium sub-
angular/rounded tabular limestone fragments laid 
directly upon the natural limestone or clay-silt, or 
on the fills of the earlier features. There was no 
contemporary roadside ditch in this area of the site. 
The road surface was heavily rutted from later use by 
wheeled vehicles. The rutting was particularly severe 
in the north-east area of the excavation, where it 
extended away from the road proper. The part of the 
road to the south-west of the post-medieval ditches 
was less heavily worn suggesting that it was out of 
use in the post-Roman period. 

The dating evidence for the construction of the road 
is consistent with that from Area 3. Perhaps the best 
evidence comes from a group of eight coins from the 
silt overlying the road itself (2012 in Trench 2). These 
date to AD 320-5, forming a tight spatial and 
chronological group which is unlikely to have been 
redeposited and hence gives a reasonable terminus ante 
quern for the road. It can be noted that a coin in this 
date range came from destruction deposits associated 
with the revetment wall in ditch 1681 
(Area 3). Evidence from this area has already been 
used to suggest a deliberate infilling of the ditch 
and a rapid construction of the road over it (Area 3 
Phase 2, above). 

Discussion of road sections at Birdlip Quarry 

A complete road section through Ermin Street was not 
available in this part of the route and observations on 
the nature and development of the Roman road are 
based upon partial evidence. Nevertheless, some 
interpretations can be advanced and supported with 
reference to the more complete sections excavated 
through the road (Chapter 5). 

There was a fundamental difference between the 
sequences revealed in roadside trenches lying to the 
south-east of the main site, and those to the north
west, which will be discussed as separate groups. 
Area 6, in the middle, contained some information 
common to both groups. 

The road surface exposed on the south-east side 
(Area 3, Area 5 and Ermin Street Trench 3) was clearly 
a late Roman construction although it had been used 
and heavily worn in later periods. This later use 
accounts for a few medieval /post-medieval horseshoe 
fragments found in features which are, based on the 
totality of the evidence, undoubtedly Roman. One came 
from ditch 2068 (fill 2046), one from road or repair 
layer 2017, and two from road 2048. The relationship 
of the ditch and road to the occupation in Area 3 
makes it clear that they are late Roman and that the 
horseshoes were therefore intrusive. There was also a 
post-medieval horseshoe from ditch 311 (fill 310) in 
Ermin Street Trench 3 (Fig. 4.101, section 302), although 
it is still unclear whether this was part of Roman ditch 
2068 or a later cut. The wheel ruts and overlying silts 
yielded nine horseshoe fragments and later contexts 
three more. 

The comparative absence of wheel ruts in the road 
surface on the western side of the post-medieval ditch 
has been suggested as indicating that that this part of 
the road was not used in the post-medieval period. 
This suggestion is emphasised by the find of eight 
4th-century coins, almost certainly forming a purse 
group, from the silts overlying the road at the western 
end of Trench 2. This would seem to indicate that the 
road here went permanently out of use shortly after 
the Roman period. This may also be true of the small 
section of road exposed in Area 6 which was also 
probably late Roman. It is unclear why this line, which 
was closest to the original line of Ermin Street (lying to 
the west of the site under the A417), should have been 
abandoned. It is evident, however, that damage caused 
by wheel ruts was heavy and extensive on the road 
surface further east and also in Area 3 as post-medieval 
traffic spread further away from Ermin Street and 
attempted to find hard ground. It is possible that this 
route related to the difficulties of crossing the dry 
valley in the post-medieval period along the original 
course of Ermin Street. 

To the north-east of the settlement a well-worn road 
surface in a slight hollow way was exposed in Area 1 
and Ermin Street Trench 4. It was not encountered in 
Area 2A and the road seems to have been running at a 
slight angle to the modern road taking it west of the 
excavation area. It was not possible to prove that this 
was the Roman military road, but this seems highly 
likely given the finds from the roadside ditch in 
Area 1 and the lack of an obvious alternative context 
for the road's existence. 

There was no build up of road surfaces here, the 
overlying deposits being dumps of clean silt which 
were notably whitish and clayey in Area 1 and also in 
Area 6. The obscure origin and date of this deposit 
has been discussed. Although it could have been late 
Roman on the evidence obtained, the balance 
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Figure 4.103 Birdlip Quarry, pottery weight by Area and period. 

of probability indicates that it was part of an 
embankment of the turnpike era. A comparison with 
the other road sections would further suggest that the 
scale of this re-building is indicative of a 19th-century 
road improvement, rather than an earlier one. There is 
no evidence that such a scale of road-building was 
undertaken in the 4th century, nor at any subsequent 
time until the early 19th century. The fact that this 
embankment directly overlay the Roman surface, 
without any intervening deposits, must be taken to 
indicate that the Roman road was in continuous use 
until then. The lack of evidence for this, when 
contrasted for instance with the number of horseshoes 
from the south-eastern section of road, is somewhat 
surprising, although it may be accounted for by the 
limited area of road exposed in the north-west section. 
The further difficulty of the silt dump infilling part of 
the Roman ditch in Area 1 can only be resolved by 
pre-supposing the presence of an unrecorded ditch 
cut into the top of the Roman one. This is, in fact, not 
unlikely since this same situation was observed in 
Area 2A and the ditches in both areas were seen to 
align. The coincidence of Roman and later ditches was 
also recorded in Area 5 and possibly, but less clearly, 
in Area 6. This suggests the Roman road had a 
profound and abiding influence, not only in its 
obvious function as an artery of communication, but 
also in the way it acted as a template conditioning the 
arrangement of later boundaries and landuse. 

Discussion of the finds 

Pottery quantification 

The quantity of pottery by site sub-division and Period 
was compared in order to assess the distribution of 
material over the duration of the occupation. The 
results of this enquiry, using pottery quantification by 
weight, are shown in Figure 4.103. The results based 
on sherd number were very similar. It is immediately 
apparent that pottery is far more prevalent in Period 2 
than Period 1. It is also clear that pottery from Period 
2B contexts represents a considerable proportion of 
the pottery from the site (about 38%). This appears 
surprising given that this is thought to be the shortest 
period of occupation. At face value, the data may 
reflect an increasing use of pottery over time, perhaps 
relating to an increasing ease of supply together with 
a relative increase in the purchasing ability of the 
inhabitants. This interpretation is considered to be 
dubious. A more likely explanation is that there was a 
considerable amount of redeposition, with Period 2A 
contexts containing material from Period 1, and 
Period 2B contexts containing pottery from both the 
earlier occupations. 

Residuality 

Timby comments on the fragmentary and mixed nature 
of the pottery assemblage which was probably due to 
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the shortage of large negative features for rubbish 
deposition and the use of surface middens instead. 
It can be shown that 206 sherds (51%) of Central 
Gaulish samian (ie. that manufactured before 
c. AD 200) came from Period 2 contexts. As the 
longevity of this ware is uncertain, it is unclear whether 
this can all be considered to be residual. However, 
23% came from Period 2B contexts of the mid to later 
4th century, so it seems likely that the degree of 
residuality is at least of this order. Other early wares 
in Period 2B contexts include Savernake Ware (17% of 
the total of this ware), particularly from Area A; 
Wiltshire Orange Sandy Ware 231 (51%), particularly 
from Area A; Wiltshire Grey Sandy Ware 232 (19%), 
particularly from Area 3; and Wiltshire White Slip/ 
no Slip Ware (16%), most commonly from Area C. 

It is therefore probably safe to assume that at least 
25-30% of pottery is residual in later contexts. 
A recalculation of the percentages displayed in Figure 
4.103 indicates that, assuming 25-30% residuality, the 
amount of pottery discarded in Period 1 would be 
around 32-34% of the total; that in Period 2A would 
stay the same at around 39%; and that in Period 2B 
would be reduced to 26-28%). 

These figures indicate a slight increase in pottery 
from Period 1 to 2A followed by a reduction in the 
deposition of pottery in Period 2B. However, taking 
into account the estimated durations of each Period 
(70 years for Period 1, 80 years for Period 2A and 50 
years for Period 2B - giving a duration ratio of 
35:40:25), the rate of pottery discard can be seen to be 
the same for each Period. 

Period 2B 

Figure 4.103 therefore appears to be misleading as an 
indication of the rate of pottery deposition, and the 
apparent dramatic increase in pottery in Period 2 can 
largely be accounted for by the incorporation of 
residual material. However, it is still significant that 
an appreciable occupation took place in the mid to 
late 4th century (Period 2B) for which the evidence 
consists largely of soil middens with few associated 
structural features. 

The principal occupation at this time appears to 
continue in Area A associated with the rectilinear 
stone walls and structure 713. The distribution of 
pottery in this period indicates that rubbish was 
deposited in and around the structure(s) rather than 
mainly in adjacent middens. The significance of this 
is unclear. There also appears to be a relatively high 
proportion of residual material in the layers of this 
Period, with, for example 13 sherds (11%) of all the 
Savernake Ware, 30 sherds (7%) of the Central Gaulish 
Samian and 76 sherds (32 %) of the Wiltshire Orange 
Sandy Ware, from these contexts. It is possible that 
this is related to a redeposition of midden material 
from elsewhere. A similar situation was found at 
Kingscote (Timby 1998a, 71) where the late occupation 
deposits contained large quantities of midden material 
covering two centuries of occupation, suggesting that 
late buildings may have been used as rubbish tips. 

However, there may be other factors involved, one of 
which is likely to be the normal archaeological practice 
of being 'cautious' in assigning material of doubtful 
provenance to the latest of its possible contexts. This 
also applies to material from general site cleaning. 

The nearby midden areas, 2A and 2B were also 
receiving material in this phase, while 2C was not. 
This may be surprising in view of the fact that there 
was a large amount of Phase 2B pottery nearby from 
Area C, but this figure can largely be accounted for by 
a great deal of redeposited material in layer 18. This 
layer contained 6% of all the Central Gaulish samian 
and Wiltshire White Slip/no-Slip ware on the site. 
Again it is unclear why there was so much mixing in 
this area, but it seems unlikely to be connected with 
later ploughing. 

Occupation material was also present in Areas B, 
D, E and 3. In Area 3 this was associated with a definite 
posthole structure (structure 1648) In Area D there 
were suggestions of a structure (stone layer 182), but it 
is unclear what form this might have taken. As with 
Area A, midden material seems to have accumulated 
in and around the structure rather than adjacent to it. 
Area E showed no evidence of a structure. Area B 
appears to have been used for rubbish disposal in 
Period 2B. Perhaps surprisingly, the amount of pottery 
in this area was never high and it may be suggested 
that the area was used mainly for the disposal of 
organic matter. 

Pottery distribution 

Pottery in relation to structures 

Pottery and other artefacts were found in close 
association with the evidence for structures and also 
in middens, ditches, wells and in the limited range of 
other negative features. In order to emphasise areas 
of primary deposition, data on relative sherd sizes for 
different classes of pottery were plotted. Average sherd 
weights were calculated for each pottery fabric, and 
for each context the relative average weight of each 
fabric was calculated and expressed as a percentage 
of the site average. In this way above average and 
below average sherd weights could be plotted. 

Along with Severn Valley ware, Dorset Black 
Burnished Ware (DORBB1) was the most common in 
each of the three Periods on the site and had a long 
chronological range. The distribution of this fabric is 
similar to that of Severn Valley Ware and can be taken 
as typical of the pottery as a whole, illustrating the 
general areas of deposition. The above average sized 
sherds can be taken to indicate the areas of primary 
deposition, while the small sherds are likely to indicate 
a more general dispersal of material. As well as 
indicating areas of rubbish disposal the location of 
large sherds may suggest the location of in situ vessels, 
although fragmentary in situ vessels obviously would 
not show up by using this technique. 

In Period 1 most pottery comes from structures 1463 
and 1464 and the midden area to the south. There are 
a great many sherds in and around the entrance and a 
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few sherds also on the western side. Pottery also comes 
from around the ovens in Area C and there are a scatter 
of sherds associated with Area 3 (structure 1683), Area 
D (structure 1456 and well 891) and Area E (well 299). 
There also appears to be primary rubbish in pit 180 in 
the north-east corner of the site. The distribution 
of small sherds is more widespread. There is a 
continuing concentration in and around structures 
1463 and 1464 but more sherds from the penannular 
ditches, particularly on the northern side. There are 
more sherds in Area B and the associated ditches, a 
greater concentration in Area 2C, and a wider scatter 
in other areas of the site. 

In Period 2A the distribution of large sherds is 
slightly more widespread, reflecting the general 
distribution of primary rubbish in occupation areas, 
midden areas and nearby features. There are a few 
sherds from layers within structure 1452 in Area A 
although none are especially large. The main con
centration is outside the entrance and on the southern 
side of the structure. The distribution of small sherds 
is even more widespread and can be taken as 
illustrating the general spread and density of site finds. 
The absence of 'primary rubbish' from Area B may 
support the suggestion that this was a store of 
primarily organic matter used for manuring the fields. 

In Period 2B the distributions are not dissimilar to 
those of the preceding period although both large and 
small sherds are found principally within the 
purported stone structures in Area A. Single large 
sherds come from the other occupation areas. 

Distributions of specific ware types 

Samian 

In Period 1 the distribution of large sherds clusters 
around and inside the structures in Area A, with 
occasional sherds in the other occupation areas. Three 
large sherds also came from pit 180. The small sherds 
came from the same areas but the distribution 
is wider. 

In Period 2A there is a particular concentration of 
large sherds in the midden area outside structure 1452 
in Area A. They are also present in Areas C, B and 3, 
and in well 891 and the corn dryer in the northern 
part of the site. The small sherds are in quite 
similar areas. 

In Period 2B the samian is probably mostly, if not 
all, residual. The distr ibution of small sherds 
illustrates quite a wide dispersal which is similar to 
the distribution in Period 1 and would be un
surprising in a residual context. However, there is a 
limited but significant presence of large sherds in 
Area A. The reason for this is unclear, and adds to the 
general difficulty of characterising the late occupation 
in this area (see discussion of Phase 2B.) 

Samian pottery was common on the site although 
the range of forms was limited. Dishes and bowls 
accounted for 90% of the material (see Dickinson, 
Chapter 7). The unimportance of cups reflects the low 
proportion of all pottery classified as 'drinking vessels' 
(less than 5% of the total assemblage, see Timby, 

Chapter 7) and probably relates to the use of bowls for 
this purpose. This aspect of cultural identity would 
not be surprising on a site of strongly 'native' character 
(Okun 1989, 47). It is probably also significant that 
there were only three examples of decorated vessels 
(form Drag. 37) and these were among the earliest 
datable vessels on the site (Dickinson, ibid.). They were 
probably important possessions which remained in 
use for a long time. The possible significance of the 
piece from layer 840 as an item of display and offering 
drink is mentioned below (see, Patterning of Activities 
within Roundhouses). One other decorated fragment 
came from towards the back of the roundhouse (layer 
731), and another was unstratified. 

Dressel 20 Amphorae 

The distribution of sherds of this large olive oil 
amphora may be expected to closely relate to the 
vessel's point of use in either a primary or secondary 
role. In Period 1 large sherds are restricted to Area A, 
particularly around the entrance to the structures, with 
a single large sherd in Area B. Small sherds are more 
widely scattered as would be expected. The absence 
of sherds from Area C may be significant given the 
distribution of Gallic amphorae (below). In Period 2A 
large sherds are again present close to structure 1452 
in Area A, but are also more widely dispersed in 
ditches. They do not seem to be closely connected with 
the structures in Areas D and E, and are again absent 
from Area C. The reason for this is unclear but it is 
possible that the amphorae were used to transport 
liquids around the settlement, rather than being 
entirely static storage vessels. They may also have been 
used for other purposes if damaged or broken. In Period 
2B large sherds are virtually absent and small sherds 
have a similar distribution to other rubbish. It appears 
that all sherds from this period are residual which 
may imply that the amphorae were no longer available 
or required. The contrast with the quantity of large 
sherds of samian in Area A in this period is of note but 
not easily explained unless it is assumed that some 
samian continued in use into the 4th century. 

Gallic Amphorae 

The distribution of sherds of this wine amphora show 
an interesting comparison with those of Dressel 20. 
In Period 1 both large and small sherds are almost 
exclusively restricted to the vicinity of Area C. A group 
of 12 large sherds is also present in pit 174 in the 
northern part of the site. In Period 2A large sherds 
come from layer 840 and the rubble layer 743 in Area 
A, both close to the entrances of the structures here. 
The possible significance of this is elaborated on below. 
Again, a sherd is present in the vicinity of Area C. 
This distribution is reinforced in Period 2B with 12 
more sherds in Area C, almost to the total exclusion of 
other areas. A sherd also comes from Area A layer 7. 
While they are all above average size, it is likely that 
they were residual since Gallic amphorae are unlikely 
to have been imported in the 4th century. 
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Overall, over half the Gallic Amphora comes from 
Area C and nearby in Area 2C (42 sherds representing 
61% by sherd number and 53% by weight). The 
reason for this restricted distribution is unclear but 
may be related to the particular function or status of 
the s t ructure here. The absence of Dressel 20 
amphorae from the same area may have a similar 
significance. However, that the two types were not 
necessary mutual ly exclusive is shown by the 
presence of both amphorae in similar contexts in 
Area A. 

Savernake ware 

Savernake ware dates from the 1st/2nd centuries 
with the predominant forms being large storage jars. 
They are thought to have been curated for a long time 
(see Timby, Chapter 7), so their presence in 3rd-
century contexts would not necessarily imply 
residuality. They comprised 3.5% of the pottery from 
the site by number of sherds (Table 7.14). The 
distribution of large sherds may be related to their 
posit ion of use. In Period 1, large sherds are 
uncommon and restricted to the south side of the 
entrance to the Area A structures (five sherds in 
rubble layer 803), to Area B and to well 891. 
The small sherds are far more widely scattered but 
mostly in the vicinity of Area A both inside and 
outside the structures. These are likely to include 
smaller forms of vessel as well as small sherds of 
storage jar. Their absence from Areas C, D or E is 
of uncertain significance. In Period 2A large sherds 
are present in and around structure 1452 in Area A, 
but also from Area B again and well 891. 
An exceptionally large sherd comes from pit 2020 
(fill 2007) in Area 5, and a group of nine sherds come 
from ditch 1501 in Area 3. In Period 2B all the pottery 
is likely to be residual. Large sherds are totally absent 
except a sherd in the upper fill of ditch 1252 (Area 2B). 
Small sherds are quite widespread. 

Judging by the distribution of the large sherds, 
the use of this type of storage jar appears to be closely 
associated with the structures in Area A and Area 3 
and not the other areas of occupation. However, their 
presence in peripheral, field edge locations may 
suggest that they were carried away from the house 
on occasion. The quantities of sherds are small (three 
sherds from Area B and well 891 and a single sherd 
from pit 2020) but given the small overall quantity of 
this ware the distribution may be significant. 

Late grog-tempered ware 

This ware comprised large, hand-made storage jars 
dated to the later 3rd and 4th century (Period 2). 
Only 32 sherds were recovered from the site. It is 
possible that they replaced Savernake Ware as a 
container. The distribution of large sherds is quite 
similar to those of Savernake Ware and almost 
entirely confined to Areas A, B and 3. In Area A the 
large sherds come from outside structure 1452 in 
Period 2A. 

Late Roman shell-tempered ware 

This ware, dated to the later 4th century, was found 
in small quantities. Its distribution may be taken to 
indicate the main areas of activity in the latest phase. 
Large sherds came from Areas A, C, D and E, while 
small sherds also came from Area B. Layer 14 (Area D) 
actually contained one of the largest concentrations 
of this ware (20 sherds, 77 g), while layer 7 (Area A) 
contained the greatest quantity altogether. 

Coin Distribution 

Issue Phase A (before AD 259) 

There is a relatively sparse collection of coins from 
this issue phase which corresponds to site Period 1. 
It is unclear whether this distribution is related to 
the distribution of activity in Period 1 since a number 
of the coins are redeposited. This includes all the 
coins in Area A (which are from Period 2B contexts), 
and those from Areas C, 2C, E and 3. However, a few 
coins may have been in situ losses. These include 
three coins from layer 1266 in Area 2B. There are also 
two coins from fill 270 in Area D. 

Issue Phase B (AD 260-296) 

The great proliferation of coins in this issue phase 
are distributed principally in and around structure 
1452 in Area A and nearby midden areas. Many are 
redeposited in later contexts but they undoubtedly 
reflect a burst of activity in this part of the site. The 
large numbers of coins from the midden in Area B re
inforces the suggestion that there is little difference 
in the treatment of coins and 'rubbish' in the later 
3rd century. The concentration of coins in Area D is 
noteworthy and presumably relates to increased 
activity in this area, although again most of the coins 
are from later contexts (seven out of 16 from layer 14 
and five unstratified). Relatively few coins came from 
Area C. 

Issue Phase C (AD 297-330) 

There are fewer coins generally in this issue phase. 
There is still activity in Area A and apparently a 
clustering on the north-east side of structure 1452. 
The major concentration in Area B continues while 
the coin loss in Area D has ceased completely. A few 
coins from peripheral ditches towards the north of 
the site suggests that the ditches were becoming 
infilled. 

Issue Phase D (AD 331^02) 

Area A dominates the coin loss in this issue phase, 
with a large concentration also in Area 2A. This 
distribution supports the suggestion that loci of 
occupation and rubbish disposal were closely 
associated in the later 4th century. There is a thin 
scatter of coins from other parts of the site, except 
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Figure 4.104 Birdlip Quarry, summary site plan with locations of surface finds and evaluation trenches. 
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Area D, even though the distribution of late Shelly 
Ware indicates that occupation continued here. 

Distribution of horse gear 

The distribution of horse equipment is broken 
down into horseshoes (exclusively post-Roman), 
hipposandals, and cart fittings. 

The horseshoes show a distribution closely 
associated with Ermin Street in Areas 2A, 5 and 3 and 
in Ermin Trench 3. Most came from silts overlying the 
road or nearby deposits. Although a few were found 
embedded in the Roman road' surf ace, they are taken 
to indicate that the road surface was in use in the post-
Roman period. The view that they may be later Roman 
artefacts is countered by their absence in any definitive 
Roman contexts on the site. 

Hipposandals (solae ferreae) were probably used for 
protecting the feet of injured horses, rather than in the 
normal course of work (Dixon and Southern 1992, 
229-31). A small number of fragments came from 
several areas of the site with a slight concentration in 
Area D, where three fragments came from Phase 2 
contexts and one from Phase 1. In the latest phases of 
the site they have a thin but wide distribution. One 
was found embedded in the road surface in Ermin 
Street Trench 3. 

Vehicle linch pins came from Area A phase 6, 
Area D Phase 2 and Area 3 Phase 1. This can be seen 
to re-inforce a suggestion of activity associated with 
horses or cattle in Area D in Phase 2 (Period 2A). 

Discussion of the site 

Settlement origins and layout 

The Romano-British settlement at Birdlip Quarry was 
not examined in its entirety and any conclusions on 
its function and character must remain, to some extent, 
tentative. However, the excavations have provided a 
significant body of new evidence about a type of 
settlement which has never been examined to a 
significant extent in the Cotswold region, and at least 
some aspects of this site can help further our 
understanding of regional settlement and society in 
the Roman period. 

The layout of the site consisted of a collection of 
roughly rectangular enclosures or partial enclosures 
containing a relatively widely dispersed group of 
structures which were sited on small terraces within 
a shallow dry valley and on the hillslope (Fig. 4.104). 
The site (for the area) is relatively well sheltered from 
adverse weather conditions which could be a factor 
in its location. The site appears to have been first 
settled with the construction of a roundhouse of 
native form in Area A (structure 1463) and other 
partly circular structures. The tentatively identified 
rectangular structure represented by ditch group 1455 
in the north-west extension of the site may also have 
been one of the primary structures. The earlier 
boundary ditches and the wells were probably dug at 
this time. There were almost certainly other structures 

in the unexcavated part of the site and these may well 
have been founded concurrently with the identified 
structures, although there is no way of being sure of 
this. There is likely to have been a structure in the 
northern enclosure, just outside the excavated site, 
since a large number of finds came from the gullies 
here and there was evidence of occupation from the 
northern end of Trench 3 of the Stage 2 evaluation 
(GCC 1990, para. 4.5.4 and fig. 4). 

The scatter of surface finds from fieldwalking 
covered a little under 1 hectare (Fig. 4.104) and, to judge 
from the excavated evidence, is likely to approximate 
to the overall size of the settlement. The surface scatter 
included what appears to be a discrete cluster higher 
up the slope perhaps indicating the site of another 
structure further north. However, two evaluation 
trenches targeted on this finds cluster failed to find 
any evidence of a building and the nature of 
this occupation remains unclear. This outlier was 
separated from the lower occupation by a 3m-wide 
clay-lined ditch running roughly east-west, found in 
Trench 3. This was the largest of the boundary ditches 
on the site, but, other than drawing attention to the 
possible significance of the feature, little can be added 
to this observation. There was no evidence of a 
continuation of the settlement east of the main 
excavation. 

The excavated sequence indicates that the date of 
the initial settlement was around AD 160-180. 
Although the excavations yielded coins minted in the 
middle decades of the 2nd century and a 
few Hadrianic/early Antonine samian sherds, the 
presence of these finds can clearly be attributed to a 
long period of circulation and the date of the initial 
settlement is more likely to have been in the later 2nd 
century AD. A few finds stratified beneath the 
roundhouses may suggest some earlier activity of an 
undefined nature. The finds from fieldwalking and 
trial trenching in the other part of the site did not 
suggest occupation substantially earlier. 

Despite the strongly 'native' character of the 
settlement, it is clear that it formed part of a dis
tinctively Roman settlement pattern. The presence of 
Ermin Street must have been a determining factor in 
the settlement's location, but it does not appear to be a 
typical 'roadside settlement' and does not easily fit 
into any of the categories of such settlements with 
official or commercial functions discussed by Smith 
(1987). With certain qualifications, taking account of 
the possible destruction of archaeological evidence at 
the north-west end of the site and the unexcavated 
part of the street frontage, strip buildings with the short 
axis fronting the road seem never to have been built, 
and it does not appear that street frontage space was 
at a premium at any stage. With the exception of the 
possible sub-rectangular structure in Area 3 (structure 
1683), there is nothing to suggest that Ermin Street 
was even of great importance in relation to the initial 
site layout. The other possible rectangular structure, 
represented by ditch group 1455, was 15 m or more 
from the projected line of Ermin Street, and furthermore, 
appears to have been set at an angle to the road. In the 

238 



Chapter Four 

unexcavated part of the site, there is clearly room for 
further structures to have been located closer to Ermin 
Street, although it appears unlikely that anything 
substantial would have existed between Area 2B and 
Area 6. The gap south-east of Area 6 and in front of 
Area 2C must be a candidate for the location of another 
structure of some form, although a strip building 
would appear to have been unlikely given the 
potentially shallow depth of this plot (15 m or so) as 
against a width of 30 m. There is no evidence of 
occupation on the opposite side of Ermin Street, 
although since this area has not been explored 
archaeologically this absence cannot be regarded as 
definitive. 

On current evidence, then, the primacy of Ermin 
Street to the original layout of the settlement is 
questionable, although the settlement can certainly be 
assumed to have had functions related to the road, as 
well as its obviously agricultural basis. It is worth 
noting that the 'hollow ways', which predated the 
structures in Area A and became defined by ditches in 
Area B, may indicate that there was also a route to 
higher ground up the dry valley. While it is suggested 
that these routes pre-dated the settlement, there is 
currently no evidence that they served an earlier 
Roman site from the road, and it seems possible that 
they formed a pre-Roman agricultural routeway up 
the dry valley. This may have been equally significant 
in the choice of settlement location, which can be seen 
to have been at a kind of crossroads, using both a 
traditional agricultural routeway while at the 
same time taking advantage of the Roman road. 
Emphasizing the agricultural basis of the settlement 
leads to the suggestion that its founding may 
have been as much related to land colonisation 
or agricultural intensification on the margins of 
expanding estates, as to the provision of services to 
road users. It can be noted that the site, at 250 m 
(820 ft) above sea level, while not marginal in terms of 
agricultural potential, occupies what one would 
assume to be a less than favourable site for settlement, 
and this in itself may explain a relatively late founding 
when the road itself had been established for a 
considerable time. 

Regarding the origin of the settlers, there is firm 
evidence for late Iron Age/early Roman settlement 
about 2 km to the north-west near the Birdlip Bypass 
(Darvill 1984b, Parry 1998). The pottery from 
the excavations, which largely examined rubbish 
deposits, was limited to 1st century AD wares (Parry 
1998). However, 2nd-century material was recovered 
in the fieldwalking survey (Darvill 1984b, 36) and 
purely in terms of chronology it is possible that the 
settlement here was abandoned at the time that at 
Birdlip Quarry commenced. An obvious motive for this 
change in location may have been the opportunities 
for trade or transport offered by Ermin Street. However, 
despite the relatively low status of the Birdlip Bypass 
site in the 1st century claimed on the basis of the pottery 
assemblage (Parry 1998), the presence of brick and tile 
in substantial quantities from the fieldwalking implies 
a site of rather different status and character to that at 

Birdlip Quarry (Darvill 1984b, fig. 26). This assessment 
must remain rather subjective, for it is by no means 
certain what a 'significant' volume of brick and tile is 
in terms of the type of structures which it may have 
represented. At Birdlip Quarry, the 13.65 kg of brick 
and tile recovered from the excavations can be judged 
to be insignificant in view of the evidence for the 
buildings. The pieces were probably collected casually 
and appear never to have been used for their 
original purpose, presumably serving for working 
surfaces and perhaps other ad hoc constructions. 
The concentrations recovered from the fieldwalking 
and trial trenching (Stage 2 Assessment) were judged 
to be low when compared with those interpreted as 
the direct residue of collapsed buildings, as at Birdlip 
Bypass (GCC 1990, para. 4.5.4). From the point of view 
of the buildings represented at the two sites, it therefore 
seems unlikely that the inhabitants at Birdlip Quarry 
were the people that moved from the settlement at 
Birdlip Bypass, although the evidence is certainly not 
conclusive. It is possible, for instance, that a change in 
roofing material may have had more to do with a 
decline in tile production than a radically different 
character of building (P. Booth, pers. comm.). 

The enclosures at Birdlip Quarry were of somewhat 
irregular shape. The main ones on the eastern side of 
the site, which comprise the northern enclosure and 
those containing Areas D and E, may have been of a 
fairly standard size of a little over 30 m across. There 
is insufficient information to determine whether 
a modular unit of measurement was used. The 
dimensions of the enclosures mentioned appear to be 
under the standard actus of about 35 m (Dilke 1971, 
82) for which there is evidence at Brockworth in the 
Severn Valley (Rawes 1981, fig. 1), and over the 
approximate 27 m standard claimed for Barnsley Park 
(McWhirr 1981, 101), the late 2nd-century layout at 
Roughground Farm, Gloucestershire, and other villa 
sites (Allen et al. 1993, 187). The distances between 
the major ditches running perpendicular to Ermin 
Street in Period 1 - ditch 699, a projection of ditch 688/ 
690 and ditch 1680 - are approximately 30 m and 35 m 
(Fig. 4.104). This of itself does not indicate official 
involvement in the initial demarcation of the site, 
although, in view of the site's roadside location, such 
a suggestion would not be surprising since the 
acquisition of land here by settlers is likely to have 
been regulated by the authorities whether or not any 
closer control was exercised. 

On the other hand, if the whole site belonged to 
one farming unit, one might not expect subdivisions 
of the land to reflect any official presence or be 
particularly precise. The apparently rudimentary 
nature of many of the structures has been taken to 
indicate a probable family farming unit with outlying 
workshops, but the spacing of the structures (each with 
its own well in Period 1) and the apparent lack of 
intercommunication between them does suggest that 
each area exercised a degree of independence and may 
have had separate land allotments, at least initially. 
From this point of view, it is possible that each of the 
enclosures was a household plot used for tethering 
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animals, keeping pigs and perhaps for horticulture 
and other activities. The tenurial arrangements are, 
however, difficult to elucidate from the site plan or 
other archaeological evidence and this question must 
remain unresolved. 

The smaller enclosure in front of the Period 1 
structures in Area A, was probably closely associated 
with those houses and may have been within the same 
'plot'. It can readily be seen as a small paddock for 
horses or cattle, although other interpretations are 
clearly possible. To the east of this enclosure a 5 m-
wide trackway defined by ditches used the route of an 
apparently existing hollow way into the site. This may 
have been used to drive stock between grazing land in 
the valley and higher up the hill. Rough stone 
surfacing was laid where the trackway opened up 
(Area B) and also further up the slope. Another roughly 
metalled trackway (48) was present in the eastern 
corner of the site. Wheel ruts indicate that this was 
used by carts and it is possible that these were 
concerned with transporting the harvest from the 
fields. The presence of two large (storage?) pits in this 
area in both periods may be significant, as may the 
location of the corn dryer in this part of the settlement 
in the later period. The evidence would suggest that 
the arable fields lay on the higher ground to the north. 

In Area B the trackway ditches silted up at the end 
of Period 1 and the hollow gradually filled after that. 
The area was probably used as a midden during the 
4th century (Period 2 Phase 6). It is not known whether 
the silting of the ditches had implications for the 
organisation of the site or whether this area was still 
used as a routeway. It is possible that the midden was 
positioned to facilitate manuring the arable fields. 

Site phasing and development 

The evidence for, and circumstances of, the founding 
of the settlement in the later 2nd century AD have 
been touched on in the previous section. It has been 
suggested that the site's location may have 
been determined by factors of landholding and 
agricultural expansion, as well as by economic 
opportunities presented by the road. 

The nature and duration of the 'abandonment' of 
different areas of the site at the end of Period 1 (around 
the middle of the 3rd century) at Birdlip Quarry are 
difficult to assess. There is clear stratigraphic evidence 
that each area of the site was subject to a change of 
occupation during the 3rd century, although it is by 
no means clear that this change was synchronous, 
and a more piecemeal development might be en
visaged. In Area A, the stake-walled roundhouse, 
structure 1464, went out of use at the end of Period 1 
and a layer of soil developed over the area before the 
next phase of building. In Area D there is evidence 
that the eaves drainage gully associated with structure 
1456 was allowed to fill (and hence was presumably 
not functioning) before the new structure was built. 
There is also a suggestion that the adjacent well (891) 
collapsed in the 3rd century, but that infilling to the 
ground surface did not take place until the later 3rd or 

4th century. Similarly, in Area E well 299 may have 
gone out of use as early as the 2nd century, but appears / 
to have been left to collapse and not filled in until the' 
4th century. This pattern is not evident from the ,' 
structures themselves, however, where structure 1459 ' 
succeeded 1458 without any sign of a period of I 
abandonment. In Area C the ovens and associated. 
structure went out of use at the end of Period 1 when a 
ditch was dug through the area, although the nature 
of subsequent land-use remains unclear. In Area B the 
ditched-defined hollow way also went out of use at 
about this time and silts began to accumulate. It is 
also clear that many of the site boundary ditches had 
silted up by the end of Period 1. 

Observations against an interpretation of wide
spread abandonment of the site include the fact that 
the positions of the structures of Period 2 were closely 
related to, even conditioned by, the earlier structures, 
and the fact that localised abandonments did not 
appear to coincide with a diminution in the de
position of finds. It therefore seems likely that there 
was always occupation in some part of the site. 
The fact that the boundary ditches silted up and the 
wells went out of use by the end of Period 1 may 
relate to a lack of maintenance of the ditches and a 
reorganisation of the site, rather than actual abandon
ment. On balance the middle part of the 3rd century 
may be seen as a period of gradual change, with areas 
of the site falling into temporary disuse, rather than a 
period of hiatus, although the possibility of more 
sudden and fundamental site-wide change cannot be 
ruled out. 

The revival of occupation in the later 3rd century 
(Period 2A) appears to be part of a regional pattern. 
This has long been seen as a period of dramatic change 
in the west country with the establishment of a large 
number of villas, making the region unusual in 
national terms (McWhirr 1981). Branigan (1976) 
estimated that 40 villa sites in the south-west provide 
satisfactory evidence for foundation during this 
period, and about the same number with less rigorous 
evidence were probably also of this date. Villa building 
and expansion continued into the 4th century. This 
phenomenon has been linked to a decline in municipal 
government and a switch in patronage by the social 
elites to rural locations. Millett has seen this as a return 
to the late Iron Age pattern of political power 
emanating from elites based on rural estates (1990, 
195). The relationship between the Birdlip Quarry 
settlement and the local rural centres of power is not 
known, but the evidence would suggest that Birdlip 
Quarry was affected by the dynamics of change in 
rural settlement in the same way that villas were, and 
may have had a quite significant position within the 
social and economic sphere of the elite. 

A major re-organisation of Ermin Street and 
Area 3 took place in the early 4th century (Period 2B). 
This involved a widening of the road in Area 5 
(Phase 3) and an infilling of boundary ditch 1681 in 
Area 3 (Phase 2) which, it has been argued coincided 
with the abandonment of structure 1684. The coin 
evidence indicates that this took place in AD 320-330 
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or very shortly after. This event appears to be traceable 
in Area 6 where a probable road surface sealed a coin 
of AD 324-8. Whether these changes reflected a more 
widespread reorganisation of the settlement is unclear, 
but the balance of evidence suggests that the later 
phases elsewhere (Phase 6 in Area A, and Phase 3 in 
Areas C, D and E) were slightly later, towards the 
middle of the 4th century. The sequence of deposits in 
Area 2A would suggest that the infilling of the roadside 
ditch and a presumed repositioning of the road, 
took place rather earlier, perhaps in the later 3rd 
century, but this may have been a local change related 
to developments in Area A. In the road sections to the 
north-west there was no dating evidence for the road 
surface and little reliable evidence for the date of the 
ditch fill. The road in Area 1 was of a different 
character to the late surfacing found in Area 5, and 
had been worn into a hollow way. This suggests that 
it was the original road rather than the 4th-century 
expansion, although all the erosion could have been 
caused in the post-Roman period if it were the 
later surface. 

The layout of the site in the mid to late 4th century 
is enigmatic. With the exception of structure 1648 in 
Area 3 and the walls in Area A (which, it has been 
suggested, relate to a domestic structure), there is no 
evidence of buildings. It is considered likely, however, 
that wooden sill-beam or post-pad construction 
replaced the buildings in the other occupation 
areas and left no recognisable trace. The change in 
architectural form is similar to that found at the 
Alchester Road suburb, Towcester, where irregular 
D-shaped or circular buildings were replaced by 
rectangular structures around the middle of the 4th 
century, the evidence for which consisted mainly of 
post-pads and stylobates (Brown and Woodfield 1983, 
134). Area B was probably occupied by a midden, 
although the lack of evidence of a structure may be 
misleading given the general paucity of such evidence 
in this period. There is no evidence of a late re-digging 
of the boundary ditches, and it appears that these were 
allowed to silt up or were deliberately filled in. These 
latest deposits appear to be a similar phenomenon to 
the 'dark earth ' of urban sites and are equally 
enigmatic. 

At Kingscote, Gloucestershire, major changes in 
the layout of the site can be dated to the earlier 
4th century (Period 4) when the group of strip 
buildings on the site were replaced by a large 
residential villa building and a possible workhall 
and stables (Timby 1998a, 68). The change in site 
layout was obviously radical and may relate to the 
establishment of an estate centre. The next phase 
(Period 5) appears to have been equally dramatic with 
the burning and abandonment of the main residence 
shortly after the mid-4th century. It has been noted 
that fire has been cited as the cause of the demise of a 
number of villas in the wider region (Timby 1998a, 
71), with a few on the periphery of this group in the 
Gloucester-Cirencester region (Branigan 1976, fig. 29), 
a phenomenon which has been linked to political 
events around AD 367 (Branigan 1976, 136). Timby is 

surely correct in doubting that the archaeological 
evidence can support such a unitary explanation, 
although the demise, or at least radical alteration of 
these villas in the later 4th century, which may be 
shown in their failure to recover from fire damage, 
accidental or otherwise, is a pattern which demands 
some sort of explanation at the regional scale. The 
abandonment of the settlement of Birdlip Quarry 
around this time may be assumed to reflect the wider 
changes and developments in settlement which 
affected the villas, but these issues require much more 
research. 

The economy 

The animal bone and charred plant remains indicate 
that mixed farming was practised throughout the 
duration of the settlement. This was undoubtedly 
the basis of the economy. The cereal assemblage was 
dominated by spelt wheat, the principal crop in the 
Roman period, with small amounts of barley also 
present. A background scatter of grain, chaff and 
weeds of cultivation from a large number of samples 
form a pattern which suggests that cereal processing 
took place within the settlement. This is supported by 
a number of fragments of rotary quern. A T-shaped 
corn dryer provided evidence for crop processing in 
the later period. There is some evidence that malting 
spelt wheat took place in the earlier period for which 
ovens of a different form may have been used. There is 
no strong indication of a change in the cereal and weed 
composition over time and it is likely that cereal 
production remained consistently important during 
the life of the settlement. There was no evidence of 
granaries or four-post structures on the site and it is 
unclear where the harvest would normally have been 
normally stored. It is possible that it was stored in 
another part of the site, perhaps with the implication 
of a more centralised organisation of this aspect of the 
economy. 

The range of grass and weed seeds in the charred 
assemblages indicate that a wide range of soils were 
cultivated. The soils include heavy calcareous clays 
as well as lighter and possibly sandy soils. There were 
some species of damp grassland present and some 
suggestion of the cultivation of rather marginal land 
close to water. It is unclear what this implies as regards 
the area of land farmed, or the sources of any imported 
material and foodstuffs. Hay, fuel and crops may have 
been brought in from quite a wide area with 
varied ecologies, or alternatively the flora may be 
representative of a mosaic of more local soils. 

The animal bone assemblage was dominated by 
sheep and cattle, with cattle the more numerous 
by bone count (NISP), but sheep more numerous 
calculating the minimum number of individuals 
(MNI). Both species were undoubtedly important in 
the economy of the site. Horse was unusually common, 
while pigs were also kept and probably under-
represented in the bone assemblage. Wild animal 
resources appear to have been insignificant. There is 
no indication of a significant change in species 
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composition over time. Animal bones were far more 
frequent in Period 2 than Period 1, amounting to about 
78% of the total site assemblage. This is similar to the 
frequency of pottery in Period 2 (75%), which can 
largely be accounted for by the longer duration of this 
period and the accumulation of residual material. 
It seems, therefore, that the increase in animal bone is 
not a reflection of changes in the economy of the site. 

The age profile of the sheep bone assemblage 
indicates that sheep were husbanded on an un-
specialised, subsistence basis, with meat the main 
product, but with some older animals probably kept 
for wool and milk. The absence of loomweights and 
the rarity of spindle whorls recovered from the 
excavation supports the suggestion from the bone 
assemblage that woollen textile production was not a 
significant aspect of the economy. It is possible that 
fleeces were used instead, or sold, although there is 
no supporting evidence for this. 

The preponderance of mature cattle is notable 
suggesting that they were kept as draught animals. 
This is supported by the unusually common evidence 
for work-related stresses. An adult pattern of slaughter 
is characteristic of towns and military sites in the 
Roman period, and has been explained as reflecting 
marketing on the hoof, and the need for products such 
as horns and hides (King 1978, 55). The evidence from 
Birdlip Quarry suggests that the use of cattle for 
traction, perhaps mainly for ploughing, but also 
for long-distance transport, may have been significant 
on rural sites. High proportions of mature cattle have 
been recorded from other rural sites in the region, 
including Haymes and Portway as well as the 
Frocester and Barnsley Park villas. It is worth 
re-iterating King's view that a greater proportion of 
mature cattle in the Roman period compared with the 
Iron Age would have meant a greater emphasis on 
animal husbandry and a requirement for more pasture 
and hence more land. It has been suggested that this 
might have been linked to an increasing use of heavier 
soils (King 1978). The implications for this dynamic 
in the Cotwold region have yet to be analysed. Contrary 
to the opinion expressed by King, however, it must 
be doubted whether this development of animal 
husbandry necessarily reflected a more prosperous 
economy. It may in fact imply the opposite since a more 
pronounced consumption of old beef at Birdlip Quarry 
and other sites would appear not to be an aspect of 
diet arising from choice and could be taken to imply 
poverty. 

Horses would also have been used as working 
animals at Birdlip Quarry, and pathological traits 
indicate that they, like the cattle, were probably 
overworked. They may have been used for farm duties, 
although the unusually high proportion of horses 
(16% in Period 1 and 13% in Period 2 by fragment 
count) may well indicate that they had a function 
relating to the settlement's location on Ermin Street. 
The proportion of horse bones is higher than the usual 
4-5% from the larger rural bone assemblages in the 
region (Noddle 1987, tab. 6c) and is actually higher 
than that from the Iron Age site at Mingies Ditch, 

Oxfordshire, which, it has been argued, may have had 
a special concern with rearing horses (Wilson 1993, 
133, tab. 13; Lambrick 1992b, 94). Robinson (1992b, 
56) has also suggested that horses would normally 
have been more common than indicated by numbers 
of bones since they lived longer than cattle or sheep. 
The settlement at Birdlip Quarry, may well have taken 
advantage of its location and served as a minor 
waystation, used for the trading or changing of horses. 
The hipposandal fragments from the site may 
principally have been used by horses. 

The range of industrial or craft activities carried 
out are not unusual and do not suggest any special
isation. Lead casting was carried out, apparently on a 
small scale and perhaps only in the later period. 
The same may be true of copper casting which was 
represented by only a few small fragments of waste. 
There is no indication where the focus of this activity 
was. Lead casting waste was also found at Weavers 
Bridge and the activity does not appear to have been 
unusual. Three lead steelyard weights from Birdlip 
Quarry provide evidence of commercial exchange, at 
least on a small scale. A fragment of iron stylus from 
pit 39 may suggest an occasional official presence. 
Large numbers of styli came from Kingscote and also 
from Barnsley Park and Catsgore. They have been 
linked to the presence of officials concerned with the 
collection of the annona or corn tax (Timby 1998a, 292). 
The small collection of items of military equipment 
(particularly sword and belt fittings) is of interest and 
may be connected with an occasional military presence 
(see Scott, Chapter 7). Military items of 2nd to 3rd-
century date have been found on a number of sites of 
undoubtedly civilian character and may reflect some 
official concern in the sett lements ' functions. 
The presence of a posting-station or relay-station 
would be a possible context for this concern, but the 
precise significance of this metalwork is at present 
unclear and there may be alternative explanations. 
Small quantities of iron smithing slag indicate 
metalworking associated with structure 1452. This 
activity is so common on Romano-British sites that it 
must be considered a normal domestic practice. The 
lump of hearth-bottom or smelting slag from the fill of 
the corn dryer was the only other metal residue found 
and is anomalous, but may have derived from activity 
on the unexcavated part of the site. The number and 
range of iron tools is unremarkable and suggest no 
more than subsistence agricultural and craft activities. 

Circular stake wall structures (1463 and 1464) 
(Figs 4.45 and 4.49) 

Structural technique 

The two successive stake-built roundhouses have clear 
Iron Age antecedents. Indeed, almost precisely similar 
examples, including the details and dimensions of the 
door, occur at Danebury (Cunliffe and Poole 1991, 
43^5). The lack of evidence for internal roof supports 
at Danebury led the excavator to suggest that the 
whole structure could have been of woven wattle with 
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an integral or separately constructed roof. Such a 
construction seems possible for the houses at Birdlip 
Quarry, although their diameter - 12 m - is larger than 
the largest stake-walled house at Danebury (9.5 m) 
and on the large side for roundhouses of any 
structural form. It is unclear whether this would have 
implications for the structures' feasibility. It seems 
unlikely that the thrust of an independently con
structed roof, of whatever material, could have been 
borne by a stake wall without internal supports, but it 
is possible that an integrally woven structure may 
have been viable without them. In particular, the 
waterlogged remains of wicker-walled roundhouses 
from the rath at Deer Park Farms, Northern Ireland, 
suggests that an entirely woven structure would not 
have been out of the question, although the largest of 
the excavated examples was only 7 m in diameter 
(Lynne 1979). It appears that the particular con
structional technique used a series of quite short 
uprights of a metre or less, with each successive ring 
of stakes being driven into the completed lower ring of 
stakes and woven horizontal rods. There was probably 
no distinction between the wall and roof. The wattle 
wall is described as being remarkably solid. 
There seems to be no reason why this principle of 
construction should not have been applied to 
larger houses, although the practical difficulties of 
completing the roof, which must have reached around 
8 m high, would have been considerable. In terms of 
resources used it is worth noting that at Deer Park 
Farms an estimated five miles of hazel rods was used 
to build each house. It appears that the walls were of 
double thickness at least in part, but even to a single 
thickness the Birdlip Quarry houses would have 
needed half as much wattling again, indicating that 
this resource was available in considerable quantities. 
Regardless of the precise technique of construction 
the finished structure must have looked as impressive 
as many of its contemporary rural buildings. 

Iron Age tradition 

It was suggested that the Deer Park Farms round
houses, dating to the 7th and 8th centuries, represented 
the end of a once widespread prehistoric tradition of 
house-building (Lynne 1979, 196). While comparable 
middle Iron Age structures from Danebury have been 
mentioned, and there were undoubtedly numerous 
closer, albeit less well preserved, examples in the Upper 
Thames Valley, the derivation of this particular form 
of structure in the Cotswold region is not clear. In the 
Upper Thames it has become fairly evident that 
the tradition of stake-walled roundhouses, or indeed 
roundhouses of any sort, became very uncommon from 
the late Iron Age onwards on all types of site (Allen 
et al. 1984, 100; Keevill and Booth 1997, 41), although 
the early Roman compound at Roughground Farm, 
Lechlade, probably contained a roundhouse (Allen 
et al. 1993, 51 and fig. 34). Roundhouses are more 
commonly found in the Roman period in North
amptonshire and Buckinghamshire (Keevill and Booth 
1997, 42), and, although this distribution may partly 

reflect the survival of stone foundations, there is 
also enough evidence of wooden roundhouses 
(encompassing timber- and stake-built structures) to 
suggest that the tradition survived better in this region 
than it did in the Thames valley. In the Cotswolds 
there have been far fewer excavations of a sufficient 
scale on Iron Age or Roman sites to be able to establish 
such trends. At Crickley Hill the early Iron Age 
roundhouses were post-built with a circle of interior 
roof supports, of type known to be widespread and 
possibly constructed like the Pimperne house 
(Reynolds 1982) and at least as large (Dixon 1973b). 
The middle Iron Age roundhouses at Salmonsbury 
were almost certainly of the wall-post type with the 
entrance marked by larger postholes (Dunning 1976, 
82 and fig. 2; 87 and fig. 8). The houses were small, 
their diameters being between 6 m and 8 m, but the 
position of the surrounding drainage gullies makes it 
clear that the posts formed wall-lines rather than 
interior supports and central roof supports may have 
been employed. Other middle Iron Age sites in the 
region have yielded conspicuously little evidence of 
buildings. This includes sites investigated on the 
current project (Chapter 3). This absence of evidence 
continues through until the 1st century AD at Middle 
Duntisbourne and Duntisbourne Grove where large 
areas within the enclosures were stripped and where 
the material from within the enclosure ditches makes 
it highly probable that structures were once present. 
It is possible that stake-wall structures were built as 
these would have left little trace on ploughed sites. 

Records of roundhouses in the Roman period are 
becoming increasingly common in various parts of 
the country. In Gloucestershire, evidence for circular 
buildings, probably dating to the 2nd century, comes 
from Brockworth (Rawes 1981). There was insufficient 
evidence to determine the structural method as only 
the penannular drainage gullies of two structures 
remained. At Bourton-on-the-Water, on the Fosse Way, 
excavations have been patchy but there is evidence, 
so far, of five stone-based circular structures (Timby 
1998a, 379-81). The suggestion that any of these are 
shrines has little basis and can be rejected. Some of the 
other somewhat tenuous identifications (the 'transport 
cafe' and 'posting-station') appear to be largely based 
on preconceptions about what ought to be present at 
this roadside settlement, and their interpretations are 
also questionable (ibid.). The circular structures, like 
the rectangular ones, are found both adjacent to and 
away from the Fosse Way (ibid., fig. 143), although 
their chronology and functions remain obscure. 

Further afield at Whitton, Glamorgan, the round 
house tradition continued until the beginning of the 
2nd century AD (Jarrett and Wrathmell 1981). 
The houses were constructed using the outer wall of 
contiguous wooden planks or split logs as the principal 
support for the rafters. These were deeply bedded and 
probably protruded only a metre or so above ground. 
A detailed consideration of how the roof would have 
been constructed suggested a massive conical form 
which could have been partly pre-fabricated (ibid., 
fig. 36). The evidence for stone-based round buildings 
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in the south midlands region has recently been 
reviewed and the dating, function and status of many 
of these structures has been assessed (Keevill and 
Booth 1997). Stone-footed circular buildings have also 
been considered in relation to the structures at Bancroft 
villa, Buckinghamshire (Williams and Zeepvat 1994, 
207). The evidence will not be re-iterated here. Circular 
buildings of various functions appear to have been 
constructed throughout the Roman period alongside 
rectangular stone and timber-framed buildings. There 
is perhaps a particular association of roundhouses 
with 'high status ' rectangular buildings, as at 
Stanwick, Northamptonshire (ibidem., 39). While 
continuity of the Iron Age tradition underpins the 
explanations for their presence, comparisons using 
solely the circular form of the structure as the basis of 
similarity fail to distinguish between buildings which 
are truly a continuation of the Iron Age tradition, and 
those which may be circular for functional or 
other reasons. At Redlands Farm, Stanwick, North
amptonshire, for instance, a circular building replaced 
a rectangular stone barn in the mid-3rd century. 
In this instance, an explanation relating to the function 
or practical structural considerations may be more 
important than a continuation of (or reversion to) the 
Iron Age tradition. Furthermore, there is a tendency to 
link all circular structures into a common 'tradition' 
without taking account of methods of construction. 
The use of pitched stone foundations and mortared 
masonry on a number of sites indicates considerable 
Roman influence in the technique of construction, 
suggesting a different set of social circumstances to 
those operating when traditional techniques were 
used. This is not to deny that these stone-built circular 
structures may owe a great deal to Iron Age traditions. 
A number of sites, particularly in Northamptonshire 
(Keevill and Booth 1997, 31-34) appear to indicate a 
direct replacement of wooden with stone-founded 
buildings. These include Overstone, Thorplands and 
probably Clay Lane (Windell 1983), where the stone 
buildings occupied the same plot as the earlier ones. 
It is worth noting that the dating of the Overstone 
building to the late 3rd century, after one or two phases 
of timber circular building from the 2nd century 
onward, is very similar to the sequence at Birdlip 
Quarry. The dating and sequence at Thorplands, 
Northamptonshire , is also similar (Hunter and 
Mynard 1977). At Stanwick there may have been a 
complete replanning of the settlement /villa estate at 
the end of the 1st century AD with a concomitant 
change from wooden to stone-founded circular 
buildings (Neal 1989). However, these stone-based 
structures should be seen not merely as Iron Age 
survival but as a Romano-British development of the 
Iron Age vernacular tradition. What distinguishes 
structures 1463 and 1464 at Birdlip Quarry is that they 
appear to represent a distinctive form of construction 
which remained unchanged for several hundred 
years, despite inhabiting an environment of quite 
widespread and fundamental political, social and 
economic change. 

From the perspective of constructional technique, 

it is also possible that the ring-post, wall-post and 
wall-slot structures at Crickley Hill (Dixon 1973b), 
Salmonsbury (Dunning 1976) and Whitton (Jarrett 
and Wrathwell 1981) respectively, should not be 
considered direct antecedents of the Birdlip Quarry 
stake-wall houses, but part of separate local traditions. 
The significance behind these variations in structural 
form is, however, far from clear. It is evident that 
different techniques could be used side by side, and it 
is furthermore possible that wattle roundhouses 
existed at other Iron Age sites in the region, together 
with ring-post and wall-trench constructions, but that 
evidence of them is simply lacking. 

A more fundamental approach to an explanation 
for the continuity and development of circular 
structures into the Roman period is to consider what 
they represented and why they were considered 
important. A number of authors have considered the 
phenomenon of roundhouses from the perspective of 
their symbolic importance to their occupants. In their 
spatial organisation they may be seen as reflecting the 
symbolic universe of society and as ordering the cycle 
of social and agricultural activities (Hingley 1990; 
Parker Pearson 1996; Fitzpatrick 1997). While the 
nature of the archaeological evidence suggests that 
the link between spatial patterning within and among 
structures on the one hand, and social or symbolic 
activities and meanings on the other is never 
straightforward, there seems little doubt that, at a basic 
level, the persistence of this particular tradition is 
directly linked to a continuation of a social life to which 
the form of the house was integral. Some aspects of the 
spatial patterning within and around these structures 
will now be examined. 

Orientation 

The predominantly easterly or south-easterly orient
ation of the doorways of roundhouses has long been 
recognised, but it is only relatively recently that serious 
consideration has been given to the idea that a 
symbolic code was involved in structuring the 
orientations of the buildings, along with other aspects 
of the archaeological record which had conventionally 
been treated as open to strictly pragmatic interp
retations. A desire to shelter from the prevailing winds 
has normally been invoked as the reason for the 
direction in which the building faced, but, while this 
may have always been an influencing factor, the 
precise orientation of the entrance appears to be 
structured more tightly than can be accounted for by 
this explanation. Plotting the orientations of a large 
sample of Iron Age roundhouses Oswald (1997, 
fig. 10.4) has neatly demonstrated that the distribution 
in the south-eastern quarter is not random but that 
most buildings face approximately 90° (due east) or 
130° (just north of south-east) - corresponding to the 
positions of sunrise on the equinoxes and mid-winter 
solstice respectively. These dates were apparently 
associated with seasonal festivals (Fitzpatrick 1997, 
fig. 9.1). The orientation of the Birdlip Quarry buildings 
is 135°. It is possible that the midwinter sunrise was 
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significant in this instance although this is uncertain. 
Many factors determining this orientation could be 
taken into account, including the method by which 
the alignment was made, its intended precision and 
the effect of the foreshortened horizon in this direction. 
However it seems highly probable that the orientation, 
like the form of the roundhouse itself, was determined 
by structuring principles similar to those operating in 
the Iron Age. 

That this structuring principle was dominant is 
emphasised by the fact that the buildings faced away 
from the road rather than towards it. The buildings 
actually faced a small enclosure. There is no evidence 
as to the purpose of this enclosure, but it is perhaps 
reasonable to see it as a corral for cattle or horses whose 
importance may be implied by the enclosure's location. 

Patterning of activities within the roundhouses 

Roundhouse 1463 and its successor 1464 were 
stratified beneath later deposits and were reasonably 
well preserved. It was, however, difficult and 
frequently impossible to distinguish features associated 
with one house from those associated with the other, 
and there is a certain amount of arbitrariness to 
Figures 4.45 and 4.49. The superimposition of the later 
stone-founded building 1452 on the same site resulted 
in the destruction of some of the earlier features and 
also created problems of interpretation. That said, the 
survival of floor surfaces and other features which are 
normally lost on ploughed sites makes some of the 
evidence uncovered here exceptional. 

There is no way of being sure about the function 
of the roundhouses, but the quantity and range of 
domestic refuse in the middens outside the buildings, 
and to a certain extent within the buildings and their 
encircling ditches, suggests that they were the focus 
of domestic activity. The presence of at least one hearth 
may be taken as support for this interpretation, 
although there were a number of patches of burning 
which may suggest that non-domestic activities were 
also carried out. The flooring was rudimentary and 
patchy with an earthen floor apparently serving for 
most of the house. It is possible that stone flagging 
was originally more extensive and had been re-used 
in the later phases, but this is considered to be unlikely. 
Prepared flooring is predominantly absent at the back 
of the house, precisely the area of soil build-up after 
structure 1464 was abandoned. The patchy dis
tribution of floor surfacing is typical of Iron Age 
houses, such as those at Danebury, where only those 
areas prone to most wear were surfaced. These are 
typically the approach to the house, and the area 
immediately inside the doorway, eg. Brigstock (Jackson 
1983, fig. 4). There was also an area of 'mortar' flooring 
towards the back of the house on the left hand side 
(looking into the building), which may have been 
present in both phases. In other areas the earthen floor 
was deemed adequate. Hearth 756, was probably the 
main domestic hearth. It is shown as belonging with 
structure 1463, although it may have belonged with 
structure 1464, or both. It would have been located 

close to the wall of the building in either case and, 
unlike a central hearth, was probably not suitable for 
communal gathering. The area of burning, 1033, was 
possibly too extensive to have been a hearth and may 
either have been connected with craft activities, or be 
the remains of an accidental fire. It was close to a 
hollow which contained a jumble of stones interpreted 
in two phases, feature 1064 (Fig. 4.45) and feature 718 
(Fig. 4.49). These are enigmatic but are considered 
likely to have related to craft or agricultural activities: 
The small areas of burnt stones suggest that fires were 
lit in the area inside the front door for some reason. 
The fire-pit (1035) towards the back of the house is 
somewhat isolated. 

The distribution of selected categories of finds 
inside and immediately outside the houses is shown 
in Figures 4.105-4.106. This shows amphorae, 
mortaria, Savernake Ware and beakers, and ident
ifiable forms of samian, Severn Valley Ware, and Dorset 
Black Burnished Ware. The last two wares are the most 
common and widespread. The forms shown are jars, 
dishes and bowls. 

The clearest pattern to emerge is the concentration 
of pottery around the entrance and particularly on the 
left hand side (facing the building). This is particularly 
evident on Figure 4.106 and has been commented on 
in the discussion of the finds (Pottery distribution -
above). This distribution undoubtedly occurred in both 
phases of building although it is impossible to identify 
the midden deposits specifically associated with 
structure 1463 (Fig. 4.105), and the recutting of the 
penannular ditch resulted in the removal of much of 
the earlier phase deposits at the front of the house. 
Finds from within the building and from the other 
sections of ditch were far more infrequent. The 
distribution of 'rubbish' in relation to houses appears 
rarely to have been considered in the Roman period. 
It may relate to purely practical considerations. 
At Birdlip Quarry, it may have been convenient to 
throw rubbish immediately outside the doorway, and 
down the slope on the left hand side. It seems possible, 
however, that this pattern of rubbish disposal arose 
from the same structuring principles which ordered 
the orientation and form of the house itself. That most 
material from Iron Age roundhouses comes from the 
terminals of the surrounding ditch is a common 
observation (Allen et al. 1984, 90). There is also some 
evidence that Iron Age roundhouses showed a left/ 
right division of material with more finds coming from 
the left hand side, looking towards the building 
(Fitzpatrick 1994), an observation which is apparent 
in a published example of pottery distribution from 
Claydon Pike, Gloucestershire (Allen, Miles and 
Palmer 1984, fig. 6.3), and Cats Water subsite, Fengate 
(Pryor 1983, figs 4-5). It was also commented on at 
Mingies Ditch, Oxfordshire, although the picture was 
more confused by the multiple phasing of the 
structures (Allen and Robinson 1993, 90 and fig. 43). 
At the latter site it was suggested that rubbish disposal 
reflected the direction of the prevailing wind and that 
the door may have been hinged on the right hand 
side (viewed from the outside). At Dunston Park, 
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Figure 4.105 Birdlip Quarry, structure 1463 (Area A), distribution of selected pottery forms. 
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Thatcham, this distribution has been interpreted as 
reflecting a separation between a living area on the 
left side and a sleeping area on the right (Fitzpatrick 
1994, 69-70). However, other interpretations at this 
site are clearly possible and since finds from the house 
analysed appear to have come almost exclusively from 
postholes, it seems possible that they derived 
from middens outside the house, at the front and to 
the left, rather than activity areas within it. More 
general statements about the front door location and 
possible symbolic significance of later prehistoric 
middens have also been made (Parker Pearson 1996). It 
is, furthermore, interesting to note that at the late Iron 
Age temple on Hayling Island, most of the votive 
offerings came from the area towards the outer 
boundary of the enclosure at the front and left hand 
side of the circular temple (King and Soffe 1994, 115). 
This is more convincingly a pattern arising from 
deliberate deposition than from more random disposal. 
From a small number of examples it is impossible to be 
sure whether the patterns relate to a fundamental and 
long-lived structuring principle within Iron Age and 
native Romano-British settle-ments, or whether the 
explanations are more mundane or the patterns more 
random. Exploration of this topic requires further 
spatial analyses of this kind on a large number of sites. 

The pattern of finds within the roundhouses is 
difficult to interpret and does not readily suggest 
activity areas. However, it is probably significant that 
22 large sherds (over 4.2 kg) of Dressel 20 amphora 
came from just inside the door on the left hand side. 
Although these were recorded as coming from the 
overlying Phase 3 layer (840), a large number of them 
were clearly found at the base of the layer and appeared 
to represent a vessel broken in situ. They would 
therefore have been associated with structure 1464 
(Fig. 4.106). A large sherd (80 g) of Gallic amphora 
also came from this layer as did one of only three sherds 
of decorated samian from the site, and it is considered 
possible that these sherds are also significant. Pit 1100 
contained a large number of sherds from a Dorset Black 
Burnished Ware jar, although this was associated with 
burnt deposits which appeared to represent backfill 
brought from elsewhere. The location of the Dressel 
20 amphora in particular suggests that liquids were 
stored in this area. This part of the building is 
sometimes seen to be significant on Iron Age sites. At 
Danebury stake-built alcoves just inside the door were 
consistently present (Cunliffe and Poole 1991, 47). 
They occurred on either side of the door, but appear to 
be more common on the left side. This area of the 
Danebury buildings was not generally found to be 
associated with finds except in one case (CS56) where 
an anomalous concentration perhaps represented a 
single vessel (Cunliffe 1995, 185 and fig. 93). 
At Catsgore, in the 2nd-century polygonal structure, 
building 1.2, a line of pitched stone slabs may have 
demarcated a similar alcove just inside the door (Leech 
1982, fig. 47). 

At Ironmongers Piece, Marshfield, Gloucestershire, 
the late 2nd-/early 3rd-century circular masonry 
building had a pit containing two perinatal skeletons 

and a broken colour-coated flagon on the left side just 
inside the door (Blockley 1985, 25 and fig. 12). 
Although there are grounds for interpreting the 
building as a temple rather than a domestic dwelling 
this is by no means certain (see comments by Keevill 
and Booth 1997, 39). In more general discussions of 
the distinction between Iron Age temples and houses 
it is unclear what archaeological correlates should be 
applied. The emphasis in current research on the 
incorporation of what might be termed ritual practice 
into the domestic sphere, gives reason to doubt the 
maintenance of a strong distinction between the two 
categories of building. In either case the position of 
these votive or dedicatory deposits may, therefore, 
reflect some symbolic significance of this part of the 
building. It is also worth noting that the hearth in the 
first phase of the Marshfield building was on the right 
hand side (Blockley 1985, fig. 9) like that at Birdlip 
Quarry, and a similar structuring of activities might 
be implied. 

The distribution of jars, bowls and dishes of Dorset 
Black Burnished Ware and Severn Valley Ware have 
also been plotted. There is no clear pattern to this 
distribution although the concentration of debris 
towards the front of the building is again evident. 
It does not seem to be possible to distinguish areas of 
food preparation/storage from areas of consumption 
by these distributions. There are a few jar sherds in 
the area of hearth 756 although it is possible that these 
belong to the Phase 4 structure. The location of the 
dedicatory vessel in pit 942 is also shown although 
this may also belong with the later structure. The 
distribution of Savernake Ware is more unusual since 
there are a relatively large number of sherds on the 
right hand side of the building and fewer in 
the middens, although the only exceptionally large 
sherd came from midden layer 803. Since the sherds 
mainly come from storage jars it is possible that this 
reflects the main area of storage, at least for some 
categories of materials. There were also small sherds 
from the area of stones 718. The distribution of mortaria 
is again towards the front of the building although 
there were a few sherds on the right side where the 
area of food preparation might be expected. Samian is 
more widely distributed. Only identifiable forms are 
shown. The pottery might be expected to relate to food 
consumption rather than preparation, although there 
is no obvious pattern to the distribution to support 
this. The largest sherds of dishes (DR31) came from 
posthole 1147, possible posthole 886 on the other side 
of the doorway (which yielded a rouletted dish), 
antenna gully 866 (which also yielded the only 
fragment of plate from this area) and the midden layer 
780. There were also other small sherds from around 
the doorway. Fragments of deep bowl (DR37) also came 
from this area. The decorated sherd of DR37 from layer 
840 has already been mentioned, and there was also a 
small sherd from the right side of the door (layer 1013). 
A small patch of burning towards the centre of the 
building (725) contained fragments of both DR37 and 
DR31R. The form DR31R appears to have a wider 
distribution. The largest sherd came from floor 1009 
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towards the back of the building. It joined with sherds 
from the later posthole in this area (1087) and also 
layer 704. Two large sherds of a similar vessel came 
from segment 963 of ditch 1451. It is possible that the 
vessels were used or stored in this area. Most of the 
other large sherds of DR31R came from the midden 
and ditch deposits at the front of the building (layer 
984 and segment 141 of the penannular ditch). 

The distribution of individual categories of finds, 
then, does not greatly aid the interpretation of activities 
carried out within the building possibly because there 
were no strong correlations between the types of 
vessels and the areas in which they were used, but 
perhaps more importantly because their place of final 
deposition does not necessarily coincide with their 
place of use. However, taken in conjunction with the 
internal features some suggestions about the organ
isation of domestic space can be made. Hingley (1990) 
has suggested that roundhouses can sometimes be 
divided into a central public area and a peripheral 
private area. This arrangement appears to be more 
convincing in houses with a central hearth where 
eating, drinking and socialising could have taken 
place. In structures 1463 and/or 1464 the main hearth, 
to the right, appears marginal and may not have 
formed a focus for socialising. It can be suggested that 
the public area of the house was in the front half where 
most of the flooring was, and it is possible that the 
various areas of burning towards the centre of the 
building were foci for guests, while to the right was a 
more domestic area. The stored liquids immediately 
to the left of the door, may then have been for offering 
to guests. It must be assumed (and is not unlikely) that 
the Dressel 20 amphora was reused for holding water 
or perhaps beer rather than its original contents of 
olive oil. The Gallic wine amphora may also have been 
re-used for a similar purpose although, as a more 
fragile vessel it was probably not so long-lived and 
may have primarily held wine. It is possible that the 
decorated samian bowl was part of a suite of vessels 
used in this public domain for display and offering 
drink. The 'working hollows' further towards the back 
of the building may represent a more private area of 
craft or agriculturally related activities, although 
perhaps partly in the public domain. The stone culvert 
inserted into the surrounding ditch suggests that there 
was a back entrance facing the road, although there 
was no other evidence of a doorway here. 
As Fitzpatrick (1994) has suggested, the roundhouse 
may be axially divided into a living/working area on 
the left and a sleeping area on the right. The additional 
front/back distinction between public and private 
space suggests that a fourfold division of the 
roundhouse is appropriate, so that on the right side 
the domestic cooking /storage area is more in the 
public space than the sleeping area behind. It is further 
possible that there was a conceptual link between the 
right/left division of the house and female/male 
activities carried out in them. This is to some extent 
compatible with Hingley's (1990, 132-133) suggestion 
that the organisation of space in Iron Age society may 
be reflected in a range of binary oppositions of which 

publicprivate, day:night and male:female may be seen 
in the evidence from structures 1463 and 1464. 

Stone-based circular/polygonal building 1452 
(Fig. 4.76) 

Structural techniques 

The building which replaced the stake-wall structure 
1464 in Period 2A represented a change to a different 
structural technique. Little remained of the stone walls 
but it is clear that, for the most part, the stones were 
laid directly on the ground without any form of 
foundation and without bonding. Pitched stone within 
the fill of the earlier penannular ditch appears to have 
been intended to consolidate the ground on the 
northern side. The form of the building was circular 
or polygonal and probably about 11 m in diameter 
internally. It seems likely that the wall was a footing, 
rather than the base of a wall which was carried to 
eaves height in stone. This interpretation must remain 
to a certain extent speculative since it is not impossible 
that the building was of mass stone construction. It is 
worth noting that the pitched stone was used in some 
areas of flooring in building 1452, which were 
consequently more solid constructions than the wall 
footings. The technique of wall construction can 
therefore be assumed to be deliberate and functional, 
rather than an ill-conceived imitation of Roman 
techniques. The surviving evidence is very similar to 
that relating to the early 2nd-century buildings at 
Catsgore, (Leech 1982, Buildings 1.1 and 1.2 -
although building 1452 lacks door postholes) and the 
argument for their interpretation as 12-sided timber-
framed buildings resting on stone sills is convincing. 
Mass walling in cob or turf is another possibility, 
although in this case there would appear to be no 
advantage in a polygonal over a circular shape as 
there would be with timber framing. 

A number of buildings from several sites were 
interpreted by Leech as polygonal rather than circular 
in plan (Leech 1982, 27-31). There appears, however, 
to be no general correlation between this form in plan 
and the structure of the wall footings so few other 
precise parallels can be found. Building 1452 is similar 
in form and size to the stone building at Overstone, 
Northamptonshire (Williams 1976), re-interpreted, 
surely correctly, as polygonal rather than circular 
(Leech 1982, 28). This had pitched stone foundations 
of more solid construction than those of building 1452, 
but the interpretation of the superstructure remained 
unresolved by the excavator. At Thorplands (Hunter 
and Mynard 1977) the published plan and sections 
suggest that the stone wall footings were laid on the 
ground rather than in foundation trenches, although 
earth-filled foundation trenches are shown under the 
walls (ibidem., fig. 6 sections 1 and 7). A similar 
practice may also be identified at Alchester, building 
A (dating from the mid-3rd century), which was of 
very similar dimensions and shape (Keevill and Booth 
1997, fig. 8), the buildings at both site being more oval 
than circular, and not obviously polygonal. At 
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Alchester a soil-filled trench under the drystone wall 
was interpreted as an abortive foundation trench 
(ibid., 29). Certainly neither of these 'foundation 
trenches' appear to have been particularly functional. 
It is unclear what this implies for the superstructure. 
It could perhaps be pointed out that a polygonal timber 
frame could be constructed to a less than precise 
shape, and, particularly with a large number of sides, 
may be supported on footings of quasi-circular plan. 
However, mass walling may be more likely in this 
instance (as preferred by the excavator) and stone, cob 
or turf are possibilities. Mass walling, employing 
cob or turf, has been suggested as being one of the 
principal techniques of house construction from the 
later Iron Age in Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire 
(Keevill and Booth 1997, 43), based largely on the lack 
of evidence for timber-built roundhouses in this 
period. It has been suggested that the appearance of 
stone-walled buildings in this region may therefore 
"represent a conversion of a mass wall building 
tradition into stone, from about the mid 2nd century 
onwards" (ibid.). From the perspective of the Birdlip 
Quarry stake-wall buildings, this view requires 
reconsideration, at least in its applicability to the 
Gloucestershire Cots wolds. 

At Winterton, Lincolnshire, (Stead 1976) a group 
of three 'circular' buildings of the late 1st and 2nd 
centuries have been interpreted as polygonal by Leech 
(1982, 28). They may actually represent slightly 
different structural techniques which appear to have 
been in use concurrently and their disposition in 
relation to the later rectangular villa buildings 
suggests that they may have been the villa's direct 
precursors. Building H probably had most in common 
with structure 1452 at Birdlip Quarry and was in many 
ways the most curious of the structures. It was 
incomplete but probably over 16 m in diameter. 
The 4 m-wide entrance approached by a rutted ramp 
suggests that the building may have been a barn or 
store (Keevill and Booth 1997, 35), although it has also 
been argued that all these buildings were dwellings 
(Goodburn 1978, 94). The wall was narrow, and was 
without foundations or interior facing stones. There 
was evidence for a plaster face on the interior. A timber 
superstructure appears likely, as suggested by the 
excavator, and it is difficult to envisage mass walling 
on such a scale and on such narrow footings. 
Following the logic of timber construction, a polygonal 
shape is probable. However, the published plan (ibid. 
fig. 34) does not corroborate this or is at best 
inconclusive. To the south, building J had deep (0.6-
0.7 m) pitched stone foundations and mortared walls 
or footings surviving to two courses, indicating not 
only Roman influence on the building technique, but 
that it is likely to have been built in stone to eaves 
height. Leech's claim for a polygonal shape cannot be 
supported by the published plan. Building E, on the 
other hand, appears to have been genuinely 12-sided. 
It was very large - about 17 m in diameter - and had 
four internal post-bases for roof supports. Its stone 
footings were deeper than those of building J and 
overlain by two surviving courses of mortared 

masonry. Such solid foundations would suggest a 
stone construction like building J, even though the 
polygonal form would not have been of any advantage 
with this method. 

This consideration of a number of comparable 
buildings has been somewhat inconclusive, but shows 
that several different techniques of building existed in 
Roman Britain even within the relatively narrow 
category of 'circular' construction. It, furthermore, 
seems likely that the character of building foundations 
did not have an automatic corrollory in the form of the 
superstructure, so that a simple correspondence 
between timber-framing and shallow foundations or 
a polygonal form is not necessarily correct. 

The course of the wall on the north-eastern side of 
structure 1452 appears to have been joined by an 
irregular abutment of larger stones, which included a 
rectangular block with grooves on the upper surface. 
The purpose of this abuttment is unclear, but it may 
have defined a particular area of activity. It can be 
noted that at Marshfield the right hand side of the 
door of the circular building was occupied by a 
bounded stone surface (330 - described as a path 
although it clearly does not lead anywhere), and a 
short section of contemporary wall (Blockley 1985, 
fig. 14). Both were of unknown significance. 

The large worked stones which may have marked 
the entrance on the eastern side seem inexplicable in 
functional terms, but their inclusion in the wall (or 
perhaps adjacent to the wall in the case of the grooved 
stone in 840) can hardly have been accidental. The re
use of architectural masonry in buildings of lower 
status is not uncommon in the Roman period. 
Examples include stone stylobates supporting wooden 
uprights from 4th-century contexts at the Alchester 
Road Suburb, Towcester (Brown and Woodfield 1983). 
It is assumed that such pieces were collected casually 
and used because they were suited to a particular 
purpose. However, the stones in building 1452, while 
of unknown origin, are not obviously architectural and 
do not appear to have been chosen to fulfill a particular 
requirement. While their selection and use may have 
been entirely extemporary, a consideration of the use 
of stone on this site in other contexts suggests that 
they may have had some kind of comparable, possibly 
symbolic, significance. The insertion of the stone 
culvert associated with structure 1463 (Period 1) and 
the use of stone 'revetments' in the ditches associated 
with structure 1684 in Areas 3 and 5 (Period 2), do not 
appear to be purely functional. Indeed, it is difficult to 
see that the 'revetment' walls in the ditches served 
any ultimately useful purpose at all and it seems 
possible, although this is no more than an impression, 
that they may have had a more symbolic role connected 
with protection. 

Spatial distributions of finds 

Structure 1452 had an extensive stone surface outside 
the building at what is assumed to be the front (layer 
188) and a stone pathway running south-west. If the 
doorway faced east, it is possible that the flagging was 
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Figure 4.107 Birdlip Quarry, structure 1452 (Area A), distribution of selected pottery forms. 
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activity. The charred plant assemblage associated with 
ovens 643 and 647 suggests that weeds and chaff were 
used as fuel or kindling although mixed charcoal was 
also present. At Marshfield, a simple rectangular oven 
of the late 3rd century AD (oven 502 in room 3 of 
building 3) was thought to be for drying or malting 
corn, although without botanical evidence (Blockley 
1985, fig. 22), and it seems possible that such structures 
were used alongside or were replaced by the 
well-known corn dryers of more elaborate form. It is 
worth noting that at Wavendon Gate, Buckingham
shire, a 3rd-century corn dryer (378) was located 
within a small curving enclosure and apparently 
associated with a cobbled surface which may have 
been used for processing wheat (Williams et al. 1996, 
72-4, fig. 43). 

Despite the impression that the structure in Area C 
was unlikely to have been roofed, there were a large 
number of finds from the deposits within the terrace 
and in the nearby middens to the south. Of particular 
note was the presence of Gallic amphora, which was 
almost exclusively confined to this area and appears 
to have been associated with the activities carried out 
here (Fig. 4.103). The reason for this is unclear. 
A probable in situ Dorset Black Burnished Ware 
jar within gully 697 is noteworthy although not 
necessarily contemporary with the ovens. Jars are not 
infrequently found set in pits within buildings and 
may have been functional or dedicatory. At Kingscote 
a Black Burnished Ware jar was placed in the 
4th-century 'barn' (building VII) near a corn dryer 
(Timby 1998a, 44 and fig. 29). At Catsgore, Somerset, 
the base of a greyware jar was found in a small pit 
next to the hearth in building 1.2 (Leech 1982, 59). 

Structure 1456 (Period 1, Area D) 

This structure, like that in Area C, is likely to have 
been quite insubstantial and probably no more than a 
screen or fence along the lip of the drainage gully 269 
(Fig. 4.62). It did not form part of a circle. The presence 
of a hearth (264), which was destroyed in the 
subsequent phase, also echoes the sequence in Area C, 
although it appears that this surface hearth would 
have had a different function to the ovens in Area C. 
It is probable that this structure was used as a 
workshop of some kind, although there is no evidence 
from the finds as to its precise purpose. It was 
contemporary with well 981 to the north-east which 
by reason of its location would appear to have been 
specifically related to the structure. 

Structure 1457 (Period 2A, Area D) 

Structure 1457 was a circular or partly circular 
building 9 m in diameter (Fig. 4.108). Its precise form 
and method of construction are not clear, but it is likely 
that gully 340 held a stake or wattle wall. There is no 
discernible pattern to the associated small postholes 
to indicate the position of supporting posts. The two 
large post-pits, 275 and 434 were probably associated 
with this structure and may have been roof supports. 

Even if there had been opposed posts removed by the 
lynchet, the arrangement of major support posts is 
unusual and without parallels known to the author. 
If they were the only posts of a semi-circular or partly 
circular building, the disposition of these supports 
is even more curious. Given this, it must been 
considered possible that the posts belonged with the 
subsequent structure (Phase 3) whose form of 
construction is even less clear. However, it can be noted 
that the post-pits do occupy a symmetrical position 
with respect to structure 1457. If a diametric line is 
taken through stake-hole 650 at the southern terminal 
of gully 340, the post-pits are bisected by a line 90° to 
it (Fig. 4.109). This suggests that there is some 
regularity to the structure and that, consequently, the 
post-pits may have been positioned as structural 
components to hold the roof. It is also considered 
possible that the wall gully was dug in a series of 
straight sections rather than a curve, adding further 
to the regularity of the structure, but this was not clear 
one way or the other. Figure 4.109, which is somewhat 
speculative, shows that the structure, whether circular 
or semi-circular, could have been based on a twelve-
sided polygon. 

There is no good evidence for the structure's 
function. Like its predecessor 1456, it was probably a 
workshop or outbuilding rather than a dwelling. 
There is no indication that it was used for metal-
working, although the relatively high concentration 
of hipposandals (four out of the ten fragments from 
the site, including three out the four from Period 2A) 
may suggest that it was connected with maintaining 
horses or cattle. Other metal finds include a linch pin 
(cat. 587) and a bucket handle mount (cat. 570) 
(Fig. 4.109). Twenty-nine sherds from a Dorset Black 
Burnished Ware jar, set in the floor, appears to represent 
the remains of an in situ vessel and may well have 
belonged to this phase. It contained calcareous residue 
from holding hot water. The number of large sherds of 
Severn Valley Ware, from features on the northern side 
of the structure, may indicate an area of activity 
or storage. 

The structure was probably contemporary with 
another area of occupation to the north (layer 58 and 
associated gullies) which was probably related to a 
small structure whose function is uncertain. 

Structure 1458 (Period 1, Area E) 

Although only part of this structure was excavated, it 
was probably partly circular or curving like structure 
1456 (Area D). The evidence suggested that it was 
equally insubstantial and there was no clue as to its 
function (Fig. 4.64). Like 1456 it was also associated 
with a well (299) which probably went out of use when 
the structure was abandoned. 

Structure 1459 (Period 2A, Area E) 

This replacement for structure 1458 in Period 2A was 
of uncertain size and form, but may have been 
hexagonal or partly hexagonal, rather than circular 
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Figure 4.108 Birdlip Quarry, structure 1457 (Area D), distribution of selected finds. 

(Fig. 4.80). There were no clues as to its specific 
function and little more can be said about it. 

Penannular structure 985 (Period 2B, Area A) 

Structure 985 was a penannular stake-walled 
structure with a 6 m wide opening facing south 
(Fig. 4.90). The nature of the structure is unclear and 
it is not certain that it would have been roofed. 
The curve of the wall gully is quite precise with the 
centre of the gully (the presumed wall line) lying 
on an arc 6.5 m in diameter which runs for c. 240°. 
This suggests some care in laying out the structure. 
The geometry of the structure suggests that 30° or 60° 
segments may have been significant, although it does 
not appear that the wall was constructed in a series 
of straight lengths. 

Partially circular structure 713 (Period 2B, Area A) 

Structure 713 (walls 122 and 714) was a later building 
in precisely the same location as structure 985 and 
built of stone (Fig. 4.91). It was substantially robbed 
and it is unclear how complete a circle it originally 
formed. The quite precise alignment on it of wall 1245 
suggests that the wall 714 straightened and joined 
1245. It may have formed an embayment at the end of 

the pitched stone path 1224, rather than a structure, 
or even a large apsidal building, but these possibilities 
are considered less likely than a small penannular 
structure like its predecessor. 

There is a growing body of evidence for semi
circular structures and penannular structures with 
wide entrances in the Iron Age and Roman periods, 
despite the acknowledged difficulty of correctly 
distinguishing partially circular structures from 
circular structures which are partially complete 
(Lambrick and Robinson 1979; Drury 1982). In many 
cases they have been linked to agricultural or industrial 
activities requiring an open side for light, air or access, 
with smithing being one obvious function. Drury 
considered the Iron Age examples from Great Oakley, 
Northamptonshire, to have been roofed although the 
consequent structural implications are not fully 
understood (Drury 1982,10). At Farmoor, Oxfordshire, 
a penannular slot (F5) of the 4th century AD, with a 5 
m-wide opening, was interpreted as an animal pen. 
The structure, of upright timbers, was 10.5 m in 
diameter and was suggested to be for a limited number 
of animals such as prize bulls or stallions (Lambrick 
and Robinson 1979, 73-4 and fig. 6). A number of 
partially circular or D-shaped structures in the 
Alchester road suburb, Towcester, also of 4th-century 
date, appeared to be largely associated with metal-
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Figure 4.109 Birdlip Quarry, Area D, possible interpretation of structure 1457. 

working (Brown and Woodfield 1983, buildings 
4/2a, 4/5, 4/7 and possibly others). Like structure 
985 and its successor 713, buildings 4/2a and 4/5 at 
Towcester were positioned close to the road and linked 
to it by stone causeways. 

There were no features inside structures 985 and 
713 and no evidence as to their function. It seems 
unlikely that they would have been used for smithing 
or metalworking without leaving some residue, 
although other craft activities may have been practised. 
The fact that the structures faced the road and were 
provided with a stone path to it suggests that street 
access was important. This may mean that they are 
unlikely to have housed animals, unless these were, 
for example, horses needed for the road. The building 
may alternatively have served as a store room or other 
small domestic structure. 

Wells 

In Period 1 it appears that each structure was provided 
with a well nearby. This was certainly the case for the 
northern enclosure (well 277) and Area E (well 299), 
and highly probable for Area D (well 891) (Fig. 4.43). 
There was also a possible well in Area 2B (an 
unbottomed pit, 1263) (Fig. 4.44) and next to Area 3 
(an unbottomed pit, 322) (Fig. 4.84). Digging the wells 

through solid limestone clearly involved a great deal 
of effort and it is unclear why so many were needed. 
The implication that each of the enclosures had a 
certain degree of independence has already been 
mentioned. Further to practical considerations of water 
supply, it is possible that the excavation of the wells 
had some kind of propitiatory or religious significance 
which may have been related to the founding of certain 
buildings. Wells, (together with springs, rivers and 
other features such as rocks and trees), also often had 
significance as boundary markers, whose laying out 
and observance had religious connotations for the 
Romans (Dilke 1971, 98-99). The location of well 277 
may be significant in this regard, and it can be noted 
that pit (or well?) 332 and pit 2020 (Area 5) appear to 
have been dug in the corners of the roadside plot 
defined by stone-revetted ditches on two sides. 
In Period 2A, sometime in the 3rd century, the wells 
(together with pits 1263 and 332) went out of use and 
were filled in. They do not appear to have been 
replaced. This clearly must have had implications for 
the way the settlement was organised in Period 2, 
although springs are present in the vicinity of the site 
(Fig. 4.40) and there are unlikely to have been 
difficulties of water supply. It may mean that more 
widespread resources became available to the 
settlement from the later 3rd century. The wells may 

255 



Excavations alongside Roman Ermin Street, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire 

have been abandoned because they dried up, although 
again religious factors may have been involved. Timby 
(1998a, 388-89) remarks on the curious number of 
deliberately backfilled wells at Lower Slaughter and 
their possible ritual significance. 

Corn dryer 42 

The T-shaped corn dryer was situated in a relatively 
isolated position in the northern part of the site 
(Fig. 4.73). Following the work of Van der Veen (1989) 
it now seems likely that 'corn dryers' were used for a 
variety of drying purposes, including the roasting of 
germinated grain for the production of malt and the 
drying or parching of grain as preparation for storage. 
They may also have been used for drying other crops 
and smoking meat and cheese (Morris 1979, 8). 
The botanical evidence from the lower fills of corn 
dryer 42 suggested that the activities taking place 
involved the processing of grain for consumption or 
storage, rather than for malting (see Pelling, Chapter 8), 
although clearly this may only have related to the most 
recent activity and would not preclude other activities 
having taken place. 

Although there was no dating evidence for the 
construction of the corn dryer, it appears to have been 
in use in the later 3rd to 4th centuries. In both its 
T-shaped form and late Roman date the corn dryer at 
Birdlip Quarry is typical. Morris (1979, 20) has 
suggested that, while normally of 3rd and 4th century 
date, the T-shaped dryer appeared in the 2nd century. 
The earlier of the two T-shaped corn dryers at 
Wavendon Gate (corn dryer 505) was thought to be 
dated to the late 2nd to early 3rd centuries. Van der 
Veen claims lst-century examples of 'corn dryers', 
although there is a danger of confusing the function 
of the 'corn dryer' or 'malting oven', which need not 
be of any particular form, with the more common 
definition which is based on the T- or other distinctive 
shape. The late 1st-/early 2nd-century malting oven 
from Bancroft villa, for example, does not appear to 
have been of typical 'corn dryer' form (Williams and 
Zeepvat 1994, fig. 77). Van der Veen (1989, 315) links 
the adoption of corn dryers generally to large-scale 
cereal processing, although there are doubts as to 
whether this would be either necessary or possible 
with this size of oven on rural Romano-British 
settlements. A domestic context appears to be more 
likely at Birdlip Quarry and other sites. Surely the size 
and number of corn dryers, rather than their mere 
presence, are of more relevance to the scale of 
processing carried out. 

The location of corn dryer 42 at some distance from 
any contemporary structures is also not untypical and 
may be linked to a need for a reliable flow of air and/ 
or the avoidance of a fire hazard. Morris (1979, 11-12) 
suggested that most dryers were in a structure of some 
sort, since experiments have show that otherwise 
dryers are too susceptible to changing winds. There 
was no indication of an enclosing structure at Birdlip 
Quarry. From the degree of preservation of the corn 
dryer and the pitch of the packing stones behind the 

walls, it is estimated that only about 0.10 m of the 
Roman ground surface had been lost, so had any 
enclosing structure existed it must have had very 
shallow foundations. 

Generally, there does not seem to have been a 
preferred location or orientation for this type of oven 
and the presumed requirement of a strong air flow 
does not appear to have been a determining factor in 
many cases. At Catsgore, all four corn dryers were 
located within buildings or annexes which may have 
been barns. Adjacent storage areas for fuel or crops 
were identified in three instances. At Kingscote, 
Gloucestershire, a 4th-century corn dryer was located 
inside a subsidiary building convincingly interpreted 
as a barn (Timby 1998a, 44). Nearby millstones suggest 
that crop-processing was a major activity in this 
building. At Marshfield the elaborate late 3rd/4th-
century corn dryer was located in an isolated position 
about 35 m north-east of the contemporary residential 
building, although other ovens of varying forms were 
within the building itself. At Gorhambury, Hertford
shire, a late 3rd-century corn dryer was located near 
the eastern entrance to the farm/villa enclosure, not 
far from a circular structure interpreted as an animal 
pen (Neal et al. 1990, fig. 96). At Roughground Farm, 
Gloucestershire, a late Roman corn dryer was located 
within an enclosure in an area of ovens at some 
distance from the villa itself, suggesting that it was 
part of the estate bakery (Allen et al. 1993, 189-191). 
It appears that, in some instances at least, the position 
of the corn dryer may have been influenced by access 
to the fields while at other times the location of storage 
and other processing facilities was more important. 

At Wavendon Gate, Buckinghamshire, a corn dryer 
within a small semi-circular(?) enclosure in the south
eastern corner of the site was replaced by one in a 
similar position also within an enclosure (Williams 
et al. 1996, figs 31 and 37). The later corn dryer 
appeared to have been associated with a cobbled area, 
which it was suggested had been used for the 
processing of grain. The location of this corn dryer 
with respect to an associated enclosure ditch and 
cobbled area, recalls the layout of Area C (Period 1) at 
Birdlip Quarry (Fig. 4.55) where the sequence of ovens 
appeared to have been within a rudimentary structure 
of probable semi-circular form adjacent to an area of 
stone. While the ovens here were all of rectangular or 
oval shape, it is possible that they were also used for 
processing grain. The lack of burning within oven 644 
has led to the suggestion that the fire was located 
outside the oven itself and that hot air may have been 
directed into the chamber. Later the oven was modified 
with evidence of intense burning inside the chamber 
and this may correspond to a change in use, or simply 
to a change in design, with the heated air passing into 
a higher chamber. If the 2nd-century date of pit 180 is 
accepted, the evidence in its base for malting grain at 
least suggests that there should be some form of corn 
dryer present in Period 1, and it seems unlikely that 
corn dryer 42 would have operated from the 2nd 
century. It is possible, then, that the ovens in Area C 
were associated with crop processing (including, 
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Chapter Four 

perhaps, malting) in Period 1 - a function which was 
transferred to the corn dryer in the northern area in 
Period 2 when the ovens went out of use. It is 
interesting to note that at Bancroft villa, evidence for 
the malting of spelt came from a late 1st to late 2nd-
century oven of non-corn dryer type (Williams and 
Zeepvat 1994, 148 and fig. 77) suggesting that the 
adoption of the 'corn dryer' form was not related to a 
specific innovation of crop processing, but rather the 
further refinement of practices already well developed. 

Most of the fills of corn dryer 42 represented the 
collapse of the flue structure and subsequent deliberate 
infill. Despite the distance of the feature from occu
pation areas, there was a large amount of pottery from 
the backfill of the bowl (fills 190, 81 and 33), which 
appears to represent midden material. The finds 
included an almost complete conical flanged bowl 
from 190, and from the upper fill (33) the only large 
fragment of hearth bottom or (less likely) smelting slag 
cake from the site. 

Area 3: rectangular structures 

The wall and stone surfaces in Area 3 are interpreted 
as the remains of a rectangular building, of at least 
two and probably three phases, within an enclosure 
(Figs 4.66, 4.82 and 4.94). The rectangular form is 
unusual on this site, as is its roadside position with 
its long axis parallel to the road. The first phase 
(structure 1683 - Fig. 4.66) was probably a timber-
framed construction within a shallow trench, although 
the evidence was extremely limited. This was replaced 
by structure 1684 in an identical position which was 
probably also timber-framed, but with a drystone wall 
footing which formed a revetment within a drainage 
gully, and a floor of pitched and flagged stone 
(Fig. 4.82). In the final phase, the gully was filled in 
and a line of postholes inserted through the wall. This 
is likely to represent a similar building of a slightly 
different construction (structure 1648 - Fig. 4.94). The 
bay widths would have been about 2.8 m. The overall 
size of these buildings remains unknown but they 
were clearly substantial - over 16 m long and over 7 m 
wide. Assuming that they were positioned sym
metrically with regard to the main boundary ditches 
(ditches 1680/1681/1682 and the projection of ditches 
690/688) they could have been 25 m long (Fig. 4.104). 

The interpretation of this sequence of buildings is 
far from clear although it seems inherently likely that 
they served a similar range of functions. Their 
rectangular form and roadside position and orient
ation are also likely to be significant. The range of finds 
from this area of the site are not unusual and do not 
aid an interpretation of the buildings. They include a 
moderately large quantity of pottery and coins and 
also the only copper alloy spoon from the site 
(Fig. 7.23.536), suggesting that the buildings' functions 
cannot be covered by the term 'outbuilding'. 

At Bancroft, building 9, which was a large 
rectangular building with its long axis fronting the 
road, was interpreted as animal stalling (Williams and 
Zeepvat 1994,143-8). It contained a row of posts, 2.4 m 

apart along the side of the building opposite the road. 
At 26 m x 9.5 m in size it was one of the largest 
buildings on the site, only slightly smaller than the 
main residential building 30 m to the west. 

Traces of a rectangular posthole building were 
found at Catsgore (building 3.16, complex 5) dating to 
the 4th century (Leech 1982, fig. 70). This was 
interpreted as a timber-framed building initially of 
three bays with an added two-bay extension. It was 
one of the few buildings identified with its long axis 
clearly fronting the road and appears to have replaced 
building 2.13, of similar dimensions and probably of 
timber-framed construction on stone footings. While 
the two buildings were interpreted as partly con
temporary, this seems unlikely as building 3.16 would 
have partly blocked the entrance to 2.13 (ibid., fig. 17). 
It is therefore possible that 3.16 replaced 2.13 closer to 
the road and it may have had similar functions. 
A similar position and sequence of construction have 
been envisaged at Birdlip Quarry, and the buildings' 
functions may also have been similar. It can also be 
noted that Catsgore building 2.13 had an entrance 
about 3 m wide facing the road. A corresponding 
entrance to building 3.16 may be identified in the initial 
central bay which was 4 m wide. This compares with 
the other bay widths which were about 2.8 m and a 
wide entrance here seems a reasonable explanation 
for this difference. Although all the buildings in this 
complex were seen as houses, it seems likely that the 
buildings aligned parallel to the road could have had 
functions related to road access, such as stabling, 
accommodation for carts and storing produce for 
transport. 

At Kingscote, Gloucestershire, the 4th-century 
complex included building IX which was aligned with 
the road and had a wide road-side entrance (Timby 
1998a, fig. 37). This was a large and relatively narrow 
building (22.7 m long and 6.7 m wide) and with a 
timber trough running parallel to the roadside wall 
and a line of postholes close to the opposite wall. It 
was interpreted as stalling for animals, although the 
presence of ovens and an unusual range of finds 
including copper working debris suggested other 
activities which may have included furniture making 
(ibid., 291). 

The limited evidence from Birdlip Quarry and the 
possible parallels from other sites suggests that 
the buildings may have had a number of uses for 
which road access was required, including stalling 
for animals. It may have been a building of a certain 
'type' found in a number of road settlements, although 
this suggestion remains speculative. No evidence can 
be marshalled to support a specific function as a 
mutatio or relay station, although it is unclear what 
suite of features would identify such a building. 
Mutationes have not been recognised archaeologically 
(Black 1995, 89) and since they did not include a 
lodging, it has been suggested that they can only be 
identified through the provision of stables, features 
which have not been identified with any certainty in 
any roadside settlement (Smith 1987, 17) and in the 
absence of longitudinal drainage gullies may not be 
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recognised as such (ibid.). The evidence from the 
structures in Area 3 therefore remains inconclusive 
on this question. However, there appears to be no 
reason why the buildings could not have served 
as some sort of waystation, perhaps of a more 
informal kind. 

4th-century structures in Area A, Period 2B 

Structural sequence 

The rectilinear walls and small semi-circular structure 
in Phase 6 present a difficult arrangement to interpret 
(Fig. 4.91). To start with, the relationship between the 
curving wall (122) of structure 713 and wall 36 is not 
clear. Although it is possible that 36 butted 122, a 
consideration of the structure of wall 36 at this point, 
particularly the lack of facing stones, suggests that 
122 was inserted into it. The jumbled stones here may 
have been used to bolster a pitched stone plinth (717) 
outside wall 122, paired with a similar platform of 
pitched stone (720) next to wall 714. The problem of 
the stratigraphic position of the penannular stake-wall 
structure (985) has been mentioned (see Areas A, 2B 
and 2C: Phase 6), but it seems that it must have directly 
preceded structure 713 and therefore could have been 
contemporary with wall 36. Accepting the primacy of 
wall 36 (with wall 205 to which it was bonded) means 
that no more than two episodes of construction need 
be envisaged in this area, with a first episode 
consisting of structures 985 and 36/205 and the 
second episode the addition of structure 713 and 
the wall abutments 35 and 54. Of course the real 
situation could have been far more complex. The 
partly circular structures have been discussed above. 

Linear walls 

It has been suggested that walls 36 and 205 formed 
two sides of a narrow rectangular structure, perhaps 
constructed with dry stone to eaves height if the 
pitched rubble, 127, came from wall 36. With this 
interpretation the building would have been about 9 m 
long and no more than 2.5 m wide. The later walls 54 
and 35 may have formed extensions or annexes either 
side. They may also have served as revetment walls 
and as a boundary separating the structures from the 
land to the north. 

There are a number of difficulties with this 
interpretation. Neither the building technique - dry 
stone without foundations - nor the final form of the 
building, have ready parallels. It is, of course, possible 
that the walls were bonded with clay or earth which 
has since weathered away, but there was no evidence 
of this. There were no definite roof-slates from the 
excavations and insufficient ceramic tile to make it 
likely that this, or any other structure on the site, was 
so roofed. A thatched roof is most probable. The 
narrowness of the structure has no counterparts 
known to the author although the corridor of the 
common rectangular farmhouse or 'cottage villa' may 
have been the model. 

Street, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire 

The impression from the structures in this area is 
that they were relatively unimportant outhouses or 
byres. However, the amount of pottery and other finds 
from this area of the site strongly indicate that there 
was a main domestic residence in this area. Figure 
4.106 shows the distribution of large and small Dorset 
Black Burnished Ware sherds on the site in this period, 
which may be taken as an indication of the areas of 
primary rubbish disposal. The evidence from the finds 
is not clear-cut. Contemporaneous middens occur in 
the other main 'occupation areas' without good 
evidence for structures of any sort and it is possible 
that the areas of occupation were different from the 
areas of rubbish disposal at this time. On balance this 
seems unlikely because no evidence of structures was 
found elsewhere on the site and there is hardly any 
suitably level ground outside the occupation terraces 
on which they could be sited. There is also slight 
though unequivocal evidence for a late-phase 
rectangular post-built structure in Area 3 (structure 
1648) sited on the earlier building. This type of 
evidence is normally difficult to see in the dark soils 
and is commonly lost or overlooked. Timber-framed 
buildings on ground level sill-beams or post-pads may 
have been the most common type of construction in 
the later 4th century. At the Alchester road suburb, 
Towcester, the replacement of partly circular buildings 
with rectangular timber buildings in the later 
4th century appears to have been widespread (Brown 
and Woodfield 1983, 134-135). The evidence for these 
later structures was largely confined to the positions 
of stone stylobates or post-pads. 

Another difficulty is the large number of re-
deposited sherds in the Area A material of this period 
(see Discussion of Finds, Period 2B). This suggests 
that the midden material did not gradually build up, 
but was a dump brought in from elsewhere, a situation 
also noted at Kingscote (Timby 1998a, 71) where it 
was suggested that midden material may have been 
used as stalling for animals. This particular difficulty 
of interpretation cannot be resolved here though it can 
be noted, that the downgrading of domestic residences 
to outhouses, byres or workshops on late Roman sites 
(something which appears to be common in the 
literature) merely poses a further problem of where 
their former residents were to be found: the more this 
interpretation is invoked the less tenable it becomes. 
On balance, a continuation of occupation seems the 
most probable explanation, even though the nature of 
the houses and the pat tern of rubbish disposal 
remain enigmatic. 

The development of the structures in Area A 

The development from circular stake-wall buildings 
in the late 2nd and early 3rd centuries, through a 
circular or polygonal stone-based building, to possible 
rectangular buildings in the mid 4th century represents 
a clear progression of vernacular building technique 
in the late Roman period. A possibly similar sequence 
of construction from the 2nd to the 4th century can be 
seen at Barnsley Park in the peripheral southern area 
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associated with the villa (Webster 1981a). The structure 
of the site has been re-interpreted by Smith (1985) and 
his argument for a sequence of houses, rather than 
animal pens or barns, in this area is convincing and 
to some extent has influenced the interpretation of the 
evidence from Birdlip Quarry. A summary of Smith's 
interpretation of Barnsley Park and the possibly 
similar sequence at Birdlip Quarry is shown in Figure 
4.110. The southern group of structures in Phase 1 at 
Barnsley Park (AD 140-275) are difficult to interpret 
but include a curving gully and a layer of ash as 
well as other gullies. Despite the suggestion of a 
rectangular, timber-framed building (building D), it 
seems possible on the basis of the plans presented, 
that the features here were associated with a round 
house (Webster 1981a, fig. 3). The remains are quite 
similar to the plan of building 42 and structure 43 at 
Gorhambury (Neal et al. 1990, fig. 90) which were 
interpreted as a circular building and adjacent animal 
pen (ibid., 67). At Barnsley Park in the late 3rd century 
(Phase 2) these traces were succeeded by a pair of two 
stone-founded circular or polygonal buildings 
G and F. It is unclear whether the larger building, F, 
succeeded G, or whether the latter was a semi-circular 
annexe. No detail of these structures is given. Although 
they are described as "circular pens" in the excavation 
report (Webster 1981a, 34), there seems to be no reason 
for this identification; despite the absence of evidence 
of a hearth, and a building for habitation and /or 
agricultural activities appears to be more likely. The 
larger building was about 9 m in diameter internally -
not dissimilar to structure 1452 at Birdlip Quarry. In 
the earlier 4th century (Phase 3), this was replaced by 
a long rectangular building (M), about 15 m long and 
4.5 m wide, of dry-stone construction which was built 
up against the boundary wall. This may have been a 
barn, although Smith (1985, 345) prefers to see it as 
another house, an interpretation which becomes more 
convincing in Phase 5/6 (c. AD 360) when it was 
replaced in mortared masonry and subdivided into 
rooms. Building M was associated with other 
rectangular buildings, one of which appears to have 
been replaced by another circular or polygonal 
building (R) in the mid 4th century (ibid., fig. 6). Like 
structure 713 this was small (c. 7 m in diameter) 
although it was provided with a hearth. The presence 
of a phase of timber construction for this building also 
has a curious counterpart at Birdlip Quarry (structure 
985), although at Barnsley Park the posthole structure 
appears to have been inserted into the stonework 
rather than to have pre-dated it. 

Smith interprets the site at Barnsley Park as being 
divided into three separate areas, representing three 
farming families forming part of a kin group which 
worked the land (1985, 342). The villa developed in 
the central area, but not until the mid-4th century. 
Before then there are indistinct traces of rectangular 
timber-framed buildings. At Birdlip Quarry, it is 
apparent that the sequence of houses in Area A were 
near areas of occupation to the north and west (in the 
unexcavated part of the site) which probably included 
other houses. Ditch group 1455 and structure 703 are 

Birdlip Quarry Barnsley Park 

Period 1 c. 180-250 Phase 1 c. 140-275 

Period 2B c. 330-380 Phase 3 c. 315-340 
/ -^ 

St 703 \KJ 

Phase 4 c. 340-360 

Figure 4.110 Birdlip Quarry, Area A, comparison with 
Barnsley Park. 

thought to be the traces of a sequence of a rectangular, 
timber-framed buildings lying largely outside the 
excavation area. Without necessarily accepting 
the model of kinship, and without prejudice to their 
social status, it is possible to see the occupants in Area 
A as a distinct social (probably family) group 
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functioning within the overall farming unit, in a similar 
fashion to that proposed by Smith at Barnsley Park 
(1985). In the later 4th century the occupation at Birdlip 
Quarry ceases, while at Barnsley Park the rect
angular building (M) becomes orientated towards 
the developing villa to the north (Phases 5/6) 
and continues. 

The significance of this re-interpretation is not only 
that the sequence of building types, and, as far as the 
evidence can be taken, the dating of the sequence, are 
similar at both sites; but that such a pattern of 
archaeological deposits may be identified with a group 
of farming people with a distinct identity. This 
hypothesis must remain tentative but it may be 
possible to see the development as a typical trans
formation for a particular kind of farming group in 
this region. 

It is possible that similar groups may be recognised 
elsewhere. At Gorhambury, Hertfordshire, a small 

number of circular buildings were associated with the 
villa and its predecessor in what appear to have been 
subsidiary positions (Neal et al., 1990). It is perhaps 
significant that, after the construction of the 'fully 
Romanised' villa in the 2nd century, the circular 
buildings were confined to the outer ' farmyard 
enclosure', at some distance from the villa itself (ibid., 
figs. 56, 73 and 96). Building 42 (Period 9, AD 175-250), 
which was mentioned above, is of particular interest 
since it was located close to the entrance of the 
enclosure facing an adjacent cobbled area (structure 43) 
interpreted as an animal pen. The building itself, 
estimated to have been 12 m in diameter perhaps with 
a clay wall, contained 21 small ovens of probable 
domestic nature. This association of a traditional 
domestic circular structure with a larger farm, but set 
apart from it, and apparently concerned with animal 
husbandry, may correspond to the si tuation at 
Birdlip Quarry. 
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