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Orford Archreòlogy St Mary's Church, Longworth, Orfordshire
A¡chøeologicol Watchìne BrieÍ Report

Suuu¡,nv

In January 2007, oxford Archaeologt (oA) carried out an archaeological

watching brief and excavation al ,Sl Mary's Church, Longworth,

Oxfordshire NGR: SP 3839 9947). The work was commíssioned by the

Parish Church Council (PCC) in advance of the excavation of
approximatety 100 m of service trenching and the construction of an

extension on the north side of the church. The excavations revealed the

presence of 60 inhumations within the footprint of the extension of which

5I were exhumed for later reburial. Little evidence was recovered to

enable dating of these inhumarions. No evidence for earlier church

structures was observed during the course of the watching brief.

1 INTRODUCTION

I .l Scope of work

I .l .1 In January 2007 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an archaeological watching

brief and excavation at St Mary's Church, Longworth, Oxfordshire (NGR: SP 3839

gg47). The work was commissioned by the Parish Church Council (PCC) in respect

of a planning application for a new extension on the north side of the church and for

a new access footpath (Planning Application No. LWO/7488/1)'

1.1 .2 A project brief was prepared by the Oxfordshire County Archaeological Service and

Julian Mumby. the Diocesan Archaeological Advisor (DAA), detailing the

requirements for an Archaeological Investigation during these works (OCAS 2005).

1.1.3 OA prepared a 'Written Scheme of lnvestigation detailing how it would meet the

requirements of the brief (OA,2005)'

1.2 Location, topography and geology

1.2.1 The village of Longworth is located.l0 km south-west of Oxford (Fig' l)' The church

is situated on the north-western edge of the village, on the crest of an east-west

running ridge at 97 m above OD. The site is to the north of the church building,

within the original churchyard. The churchyard is bounded to the west and south by

residential dwellings and to the north and east by open fields, (some displaying signs

of ridge and furrow), and lhe development occupies an area of c 90 m2- The

underlying geology is a sandy silt of the Corallian Beds (Geological Survey of Great

Britain, sheet no 253).

1.3 Archaeological and historical bacþround

1.3.1 The archaeological background to the investigation was prepared from Pevsner's

Buildings of England and an abridged description is produced below.

I .3.2 The church has origins predating the 13th century and has undergone several

refurbishments. The original nave was partially enlarged to the north, by the insertion

I
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of 2 aisle arches in the 13th century. ln the late l3th century a similar treatment was

used to widen the nave to the south by 4 bays and to lengthen the north aisle by a

funher 2 bays. The windows within the nave date to this last period of work. The west

tower was added in 1564 and the embattlements on the south aisle probably also date to

this period.

2 IIROJECT AIMSA¡ÍD MnrHOoOr,OCY

2.1 Aims

2.1.1 To identifu and record the presence or absence, extent, condition, quality and date of
archaeological remains in the areas affected by the development.

2.1.2 To preserve by record any archaeological deposits or features that may be disturbed

or destroyed during the course ofany ground works.

2.1.3 To exhume any inhumations which may be within the formation level of the

extensions foundations for later reburial.

2.1.4 To make available the results of the archaeological investigation.

2.2 Methodology

2.2.1 The service trenching was undertaken using a mini-digger fitted with a 0.5 m wide

toothless bucket. A continuous archaeological presence was maintained during the

excavation of the trench. The footprint of the foundations for the extension was

reduced in spits using the machine fitted \À/ith a toothless 1.5 m wide grading bucket

until the presence of inhumations was established, and the remainder was

archaeologically dug.

2.2.2 A plan showingthe extent of the excavations (Fig.2) was drawn at a scale of 1:500,

while a plan showing the locations of the inhumations (Fig. 3) was maintained at a

scale of l:20 and where recorded sections were drawn at a scale of I :20. All
excavated features were photographed using colour slide and black and white print

film. A general photographic record of the work was also made. Recording followed

procedures detailed inthe OA Field Manual (edD V/ilkinson, 1992).

3 RESULTS

3.1 Description of dePosits

Seruice PÍpe Trench

3.1.1 This was excavated from the connection to the main service immediately outside the

churchyard gate running along the route of the current pathway passing the east of
the church before turning west and running towards the site of the new extension

(Fig.2). The route of the pathway occupies the site of an origìnal wall definingthe

extent of the original church yard. The stratigraphy displayed was consistent

O Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd' April 2007
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throughout the length of the trench whose depth varied from 1.8 m deep at the
connection to the main seryice, rising to only 1.2 m deep at the new extension. Two
sample sections were recorded, one adjacent to the church gateway and the second to
the north of the church.

3.1.2 The underlying natural, a yellow brown sandy clay (214) was encountered at a depth
of 1.0 m below the current ground level (Fig. 4, Sections 1 and 2). This was overlaid
by a 0.5 m deep layer of dark yellow-brown silt clay (213), a probable layer of
colluvium. This was sealed by a 0.3 m deep layer of dark brown silty loam (212),
possibly a buried soil horizon. Overlying this was a 0.25 m deep layer of grey-brown
sand loam (211), the present day topsoil and turf.

Area of New ExtensÍon

3.1.3 This comprised an area measuring approximately 1l m by 8 m and was reduced to a
depth of 1.55 m below the original ground level (Fig. 3). The area had been heavily
disturbed by a sequence of intercutting grave cuts which had formed a homogenous
mixture of soils across the whole of the area making determination of individual
grave cuts very diffìcult.

3.1.4 The underlyingnatural, a red-brown clay sand (7) was encountered 0.9 m below the
current churchyard ground level (Fig. 4, section 3). Overlying this was a 0.25 m deep
layer of red-brown silty sand (171), which contained charcoal flecking and mortar
fragments and probably predates the construction of the lTth-century north aisle.
This was overlaid by a0.4 m deep layer of dark red -brown silty sand (172), which
probably represents post I 7th-century churchyard activity.

3.1.5 Within the northern extent of this area this layer had been truncated by cut 158,
which ran east-west across the width of the site and appeared to mark a distinct
change in both burial alignment and the composition of the grave yard soil. Butting
up to the face of this cut was a deposit of very dark grey sand loam (8). This deposit
was in excess of 0.6 m deep and contained charcoal flecking and small sub-angular
limestone fragments. Within the area of the section is was cut by Grave 174 which
was backfilled with redeposited material 175. Both this feature and layer I was

overlaid by a 0.3 m deep layer of red-brown silty sand (173), which contained
charcoal and mortar flecking and many small fragments of limestone. Both these
deposits post-date cut 158 and appear to be layers of disturbed post-medieval grave
yard soils.

3.1.6 Cut into the surface of layer 173 was the lgth-century service trench 166 (Fig. 3,
plan) which contains a brick and salt glazed pipe manhole and drain 165. This trench
was backfilled with a red-brown silt sand (167).

3.1.7 The vast majority of the inhumations encountered were cut through layers 8 and 173.
Both 172 and 173 were sealed by a 0.25 m deep layer of dark grey-brown sand loam
(176), the present day topsoil and turf.

@ Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. April20O7
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l

3.1.8

3.t.9

3.1.10

Layers 772,173,176 and the top of layer 8 were reduced by machine until evidence

of inhumations was encountered. The inhumations and the remainder of the deposits

were excavated by hand.

There were a total of 60 grave cuts exposed, many of which were intercutting, from

which a total of 5l human inhumations were excavated. The material used to backfill

these graves comprised redeposited churchyard soils making the identification of

individual grave cuts very difficult. The inhumations were encountered starting at a

depth of0.8 m below the current ground level (Grave cut 74); the deepest excavated

at 1.5 m below the current ground level (Grave cut 6l). The inhumations below the

impact level of the extension were left in situ.

All the graves were aligned with the feet to the east and the head to the west. Several

distinct lines of burials were observed suggesting that originally they were buried in

rows, but there was evidence of later more randomly situated interments'

l
l

3.1.1 1 Burial 5 was truncated by the foundation cut ( 10) for the construction of the l6th

century extension to the north aisle and may be the earliest burial encountered. Its

slightly different alignment would also suggest that it is part of a different phase of

burials. Grave cut l3 appears to have the same alignment suggesting that it may be of

the same date, however it has been truncated by later activity, probably the

clearance/truncation of the area suggested by the presence of cut (158) which runs

east-west across the site and separales the earlier alignment of the burials and the

lgth century burials.

3.1.12 The results of these excavations are presented in Appendix 1, Context table and

Appendix 2, Skeleton Analysis.

3.2 Finds

3.2.1 Relatively little dating evidence was recovered and consisled mostly of l9th century

coffin furniture which was reinterred with their respective burials.

3.3 Palaeo-environmentalremains

3.3.1 No deposits suitable for palaeo-environmental sampling were observed during the

course of the watching brief on the excavation. Because of the probable recent origin

of the inhumations it was thought that no new infonnation would be gained by

sampling the abdominal areas of the inhumations.

4 DNCUSSIONA¡IDCONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 The watching brief on the service trench showed that the area under the original

boundary had not been encroached upon with little evidence for disturbance by

burials, but some charnel was recovered during the excavation suggesting there may

have been some activity since the demolition of the original dividing wall.

@ Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. April 2007
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4.1.2

St Mrry's Church, Longworth, Ofordshirc
Archaeological Watchíng hìef Report

Within the area of the ne\il extension there \ilas evidence to suggest that the area

approximately 4 m north of the church had been severely truncated/disturbed as

witnessed by cut 158. This event marks a boundary between burials predating the
construction ofthe extension to the north aisle and later burials. This event appears

to have occurred during the early to mid part of the 19th century, and it is suggested

that this area of the churchyard was cleared to make room for new burials. This may
explain the homogenous appearance of layer 8 and the large amount of charnel
collected from this layer.

4.1.3 The datable inhumations (from stylistic dating of the coffin furniture) suggest that the
this area was reused for burials during the latter part of the 19th century, with the
only evidence for earlier burials surviving within the undisturbed ground

immediately adjacent to the north wall of the Chancel.

@ Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. April 2007
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0.3 m
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0.44m
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0.6 m
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Date

cl9th

Cl9rh

Cl9th

Cl9th

Earlier
than

clTth

Later
than

clTrh

C2Oth

FindsConmenß

Grave fill

Small grave cut

Infant skeleton

Grave fill

Grave cut

Male adult skeleton

Grave fill

Edge of posrmedieval
graveyard clearance

Grave cut protruding fiom
west bulk

Lower half of adult skeleton

Grave fill

Small grave cut

Young child skeleton

Grave fill

Brick built manhole

Construction cut for manhole

Backfill befween

construction cut and manhole

Truncated grave cut

Male adult skeleton

Grave fill

Graveyard soil predating
l Tth century construction of

the north aisle

Graveyard soil, post dating
I 7th century construction of

the nonh aisle

Graveyard soil horizon

Panially exposed grave cut

Grave fill

Present day topsoil and rurf

Grave cut

Female adult skeleton

wìdth

0.4 m

0.38 m

0.38 m

0.4 m

0.4 m

>8m

0.4 m

0.4 m

0.3 m

0.3 m

0.72m

l.l m

l.l m

0.54 m

0.54 m

l.2m

l.2m

>7m

0.6 m

0.6 m

>9m

0.55 m

Length

1.3 m

1.3 m

1.3 m

1.7 m

1.7 m

>llm

>0.6m

>0.6m

0.6 m

0.6 m

0.92m

l.4m

1.4 m

0.84 m

0.84 m

>llm

>llm

>llm
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>llm

1.85 m
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Skeleton
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Fiil
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Date

cl9rh

cl9th

FþttXCommenß

Grave fill

Grave cut

Female adult skeleton

Grave fill

Deep grave cut

Grave fill

Deep grave cut

Grave fill

Grave cut

Male adult skeleton

Grave fill

Construction cut for rebuild
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Backfill of construction cut

Small grave cut

Infant skeleton

Grave fill

Truncated grave cut

Adult skeleton

Grave fill

Partially exposed grave cut

Partially exposed adult
skeleton

Grave fill

Grave cut

Adolescent skeleton

Grave fill
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Truncated, partially exPosed
grave fill

Deep grave cut

Grave fill

Grave cut

wìdth

0.55 m

0.4 m

0.4 m

0.6 m

0.6 m

0.5 m

0.5 m

1.3 m

1.3 m

0.3 m

0.3 m

0.43 m
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0.3 m

0.3 m

0.5 m
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0.16m

0.l6rn

0.6 m

0.6 m

0.45 m
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1.85 m

1.8 m

1.8 m
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1.4 m

1.9 m

1.9 m
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2.5 m
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1.3 m
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1.6 m
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Analysis

Data on the completeness, condition, age. sex, stature and pathology were recorded for each skeleton where possible and is presented in Table 1' This

recording was undertaken on-site by an osteoarchaeologist (NicholaÑárquez-Grant). Recording of age and sex were based on the recommendations written

by Buikstra and ubelaker (lgg4) and by Brickley unJM.kinley (200a). Stature was estimated by measuring the maximum lengths of the long bones and

applying the formula devised by Trotter (1g70)-for white males'and females. only gross pathology was rãcorded, although in some cases' more subtle

pathology was available for observation'

APPENDD(2 SKELETONANALYSIS

Tøble 1. data recorded on-site eøch the 5I skeletons excøvøted at Sl ts *

65

62

Excellent

Excellent
l6 r .61

172 79

l,eft femur: 421 mm

Left femur: 468 mm

ADl.Jl,T (30-50 vears)

ADOLESCENT ( I 5-I 8 Years)

?MAI,II

MAI,Il

53

50

I

3 Good

Excelìent

ADUI-T (30-50 Years)

ADULT (>50 years) I,EMAI,E

MAI,E

r 6l .55 Left femur: 435 mm

Considerable a nle -m orlem

osteophytosis in sacral body, possible neoplasm in

tght femur (41 5 mm) shorter than

left

tooth loss. dental caries.

femur (435 mm)
right femur. Ri

47 2 Cood SUBADULT (10-15 Years) ?

38

34

3l I

Excellent

Excellent

Excellent

SUBADULT (5-10 Years

ADULT (20-30 Years

monand I

SUBADULT
8

FEMALF,

FEMALE 159.82 Right femur: 428 mm

Named individual (gravestone)

.,

,
FEMALE

28

25

22

ADULT (age undetermined)

ADULT (age undetermined)

SUBADULT (l-5 Years)

164.48 Right humerus: 3 l7 mm
2

3

Good

Cood

Good

?

?MALE

FEMALE r 60.3 l

1s8.99

Left femur: 43 mm

Left femur: 41 mm

t4

4

2

I

Excellent

Excellent

Excellent

ADULT (20-30 Years)

ADULT (30-50 Years)

ADULT (30-50 Years)

Skeleton
numbcr

Completeness Condition Agc

FEMALE

Se¡

t65.25

Steture (cm)

Left femur: 450 mm

Bone me¡sured for st¡türe
Obscry¡tions /

Summary PrthologY

I
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,SUBADULT (5-10 years)GoodI153

Mandible clearly typical male features.|SUBADULT(10-15 years)ExcellentJr50

Bilateral cribra orbitalia (grade lll). Odd shape of
skull (premature cranial suture synostosis?).

Medio-lateral bowins of humeri

Left femur: 455 mmt69.'7MALEADULT (30-50 years)ExcellentI147

Vertebral osteoph¡'tosisLeft femur: 416 mml5ó.85FEMALEADULT (30-50 years)Excellent2t44

,SUBADULT (0-l year)Good2l4l

Extremely light long bones (osteoporosis?).

Osteoarthritis in both hips (acetabula and femora).
Fused (ankylosis) spinous processes from Vertebra

T4 to L5 and sacrum.

Lefr radíus: 231 mm164.42FEMALEADULT (>50 years)Goodr38

Left femur: 429 mml 63.5 l?MALEADULT (30-50 years)ExcellentI135

F{ealed fracture in distal shaft ofleft humerus.FEMALEADULT (age undetermined)PoorJ130

Left femur: 4l I mm| 55.62FEMALEADULT (20-30 years)ExcellentI125

SUBADULT (10-15 years)GoodJ122

?FEMALEADULT (age undetermined)Poor4I l9

Vefebral osteophytosis. Os acromiale in righl
scaPula.

Left femur: 445 mmt64.02FEMALEADULT (>35 years)CoodII t6

Vertebral osteophytosisLeft femur: 423 mmt62.08MALEADIJt-T (10-50 years)CoodI109

?MAt-tiADULT (age undetermined)Cood3t06

l,eft femur: 439 mmt( 2.53FtìMAI,EADULT ( l8-22 years)ExcellentI103

Left femur: 495 mmt7 6.37FfrM^l.EADtll-T (20-30 ycars)PoorI100

Left femur: 432 mm164.23MAI,EADLjt,T (30-50 years)ExcellentI97

Osteophytosis in vefebral bodies and femoral
heads. Os acroniale in right scapula.

Leff femur: 443 mm166.84?MAt.llADLlf,.T (30-50 ycars)CoodI94

S[lB^DtJl,T (5- I 0 ycars)Cood487

I-eft femur: 441 mmr63 03F'F,MAI,F.ADLII-T (30--s0 years)FlxcellentI84

1SUBADLJLT ( l--5 years)ExcellentI8l

2SUBADULT ( l-5 years)ExcellentI78

SUBADULT ( l-5 years)Gooda75

IADULT (>25-29 years)Excellent470

Healed oblique fracture in right radiusRight humerus: 318 mm168.39?MALEADULT (>50 years)Cood267

Obsc¡v¡tions /
Summrry p¡thologyBone me¡sured for st¡tureStrture (cm)SexAgeConditionComplcteness

Skeleto¡
number
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¡)
ADLJLT (c.18 years)Good3209

2SUBADULT(10-15 years)ExcellentI202

Rest ofskeleton beyond limit ofexcavation,ADULT (age undetermined)Excellent4t9s

Rest of skeleton beyond limit of excavation?ADULT (age undetermined)Good3196

2SUBADULT (10-15 years)ExcelìentI193

Severe cribra ía. Vertebral osteophytosis.

Considerable ante-morlem tooth loss. Ossified
and

Left femur: 453 mmt69.22MALEADULT (30-50 years)Excellentr88

Left femur: 393 mmt5l.l7FEMAI,EADULT (20-30 years)Good2l8l

Left femur: 434 mm161.3FEMALEADULT (20-30 years)ExcellentI178

Os acromiale in right scapula.Right humerus: 305 mmt64.39MALEADULT (30-50 years)Excellent2169

¡|
SUBADULT (l-5 years)Excellent2r63

Rest of skeleton beyond limit of excavation,|
ADULT (age undetermined)GOOD4160

Healed trauma in lefr tibiaLeft femur: 499 mmr 80.1 7?MALEADULT (30-50 years)ExcellentI156

Observ¡tions /
Summrry p¡thologyBone mersured for st¡tureStrture (cm)SexAgeConditionCompletencss

Skeleton
number

*Codes: Completeness: I =>75o/o.2= 50'75%'.3 = 25-50%1 4 = <25%: Condition Excellent - excellcnt corlical prcservation (lFA grades 0)l Good = some erosion ofcortical surface (lFA grades l-2)l Poor = cortical

surface very weathcred (lF'A grade 4).
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APPENDIX3 BIBLIOGRAPIIYAI{DREFERENCES

IFA, 2001 Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs

OA, 2005 St Mary's Church, Longworth, Oxþrdshire : l(ritten Scheme of
Inv e s I i gat i on for an Ar c hae ol o gi c al Inv e s t i gat i on

OAU, 1992 Field Manual (lst edition ed. Ililkinson D)

OCAS, 2005 
^S/ 

Mary's Church, Longworth, Oxfordshire: Design Brieffor an

Ar c hae ol o gi cal Re c ordíng Act ion

APPENDD( 4 SUIVTIUInY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: St Mary's Church, Longworth, Oxfordshire

Site code: LOSMC 07

Grid reference: SP 3839 9947

Type of watching brief: Machine excavation of service trench and hand excavation of
foundation footprint
Date and duration of project: 22101/07 to 2/2107,10 working days

Area of sitez c 200m2

Summara of results: The investigation exposed the existence of 60 inhumations within the

footprint of the extension, of which 51 were exhumed for later reburial. No evidence for
earlier phases ofthe church were observed.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,

Oxford, OX2 QES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due

course, under the following accession number: OXCM52007.24

O Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. April 2007
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