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OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT 19&l

G] oucestershi re

FAiRF0RD/LECHLADE: Claydon Plke - David I'tiles and SÍrnon Pa'lmer

The 1983 excavations at Claydon Pike began in April and continued untÍl
mid October. A trench of about 1.2 ha was opened in the nucleus of the
Romano-British settlement u.sing a JCB IIIC, loading shovels and ìorries
provided by the Coln Gravel Ltd. Smaller trenches were placed around the
periphery of the site to test features visible on aerial photographs.'
Finally an area of c. 6ha was stripped with a box scraper prior to grave'l
extracti on.

In the early spring the labour force was provided by the Manpower
Services CommissÍon's Community Enterprise Programme and ín the summer by a
volunteer programme funded by DOE and the Amey Roadstone Corporation. l,le arê
grateful to all those who worked on the site and to the supervíior's:'Phi'l
Carstairs, Tim Copeland, Pete Rooke, Judith Russen, Jonathan Sharpe, Valerfe
Toml in and Gerny.-,l.{aite. Geoff Mees continued the programm,e of .phosphate
anal ys i s.

EnvÍronme.ntal sampìing was carried out by Anne Perry (carbonÍsed
plants), Mark Robinson (waterlogged sampìes) and Bob t.lilson (anímal bones and
shel'ls). Mark Maillard organised metal detecting, Phil Page the computing
and Mary'lee Parrott of Corinium Museurn the conservation of finds. Cleaning
and identificatÍon of coins were carrjed out in the Ashmolean Museum,Oxford.

The development of this area of Claydon Pike can be divided into three
major phases dating between the first and fifth centuries AD. The topography
of the area wás important to the layout of all three phases of sett'lement.
Three graveì platforms r'rere separated by a linear hol'low. In a'|1 phases a
trackway fol'lowed thís hollow (through the centre of the excavation). To the
east of the ho'llow was the largest and most pronounced of the platforms, on
which stood the main buildíngs at a1l phases.

PHASE 1: LATE IRON AGE (Fíg. 1)- À ¿ãnse-g.o"p-of ¿ítc.nä¿ oval enclosures clustered on the eastern
platform. ConcentrationS of postholes and occupation debris in the central
and northern'part 'of thÍ s comp'lex suggest I i rnited areas of occupation,
possibly bounded by a rectílinear ditched enc'losure. The other enclosures
are of tlo types:

1) Oval encìosures 10-20m in diameter with recut ditches about lm deep
. and with 'l ittle associated domestic debris.

2l Small oval enclosures 2-7m ln diameter bounded by narrow, shallow
gul I i es.

Both of this type of gully may be associated with the storage of anima'l
fodder and the penning of anima1s. A Dobunnic Class M coin llas found
unstratified ln this area.

The eastern platform was bounded by a trackway whose side ditches were
visible only where they were not destroyed by the later Roman roþd.

Beyond the main excavation area, to the south, lÍnear dïtches formed a
series of rectangular paddocks.
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PHASE 2: EARLY ROMANO-BRITISH (Ftg. Z)

In t'he late first century (m.o¡e preci-se dating awaits the ana'tysis ofstratified pottery groups) ttre native'settlement and ttre surroundiñg À.ååwere. replanned on_ a major scale. A new roadr- metalled where it .ñorràä
marshy areas was laÍd out, llnkinq q.nunber oî settlements on the grãr.iterrace. At the same tÍme dÍtched ffe'lds were established over at leîst iåhô, covering the Middle Iron Age- settlements and fieìds excavated in t-gZé:gl.The ioad formed the mãin aiis of-thä-pn'ase-z-'setilãrenti. -Th;
principaì occupation area was on the eastern platform, also the nr.l.rt äithe Phase 1 settlement. A rectangular. ditched enclosure (75 x obmt-;i;;d;;this platform. Inside Ít were three bufldÍngs. Bui'lding 1 was an aislÀästructure (18m x 11m) with fourteen-post-hotes istone paCfeA-'*f,.n noi r".¡il¿jup-to 1.5m deep.- A short length of 

'stone footing on'the west si¿e waJ-t-nlonly surviying fragment of the wail base. i
BuÍìding.1 stood just Ínside the southern boundary ditch of thepìatform, close by an entrance through the ditch, off a pa.ily metãfì.¿ tìäãstreet.

. Building 2 1ay at_ right angles to Building 1, to the west. This was atwo-roomed structure 6m wide and at least 8.5-m Íong. The squared-flat-
bottomed foundation s'lots suggest that-the buil di;g had a 'sleeper 

U.u*construction. It is uncertain whether Buiìding 2 stood-Índependentìy o. *ãian annexe of Builgilg t. Buildíng 2 lay over ã large elongatã¡ pit- fíoãr.inõpottery of c. AD 100.
P-ui19ing.3 stood on the eastern side'of the platform and was excavatedin 1981-82. This aisled buitding (17m x t0m)' h;d eigif stone_packedpostholes an a central entrance on the southern side.
0ther structures on thÍs platform included circular gullies c. 7n indiameter thought to indicate staðking areas for anima] foddei. A stone linedwall and a water hole were also founð.

There was an entrance into the eastenn platform on the south side, closeby Byi'ld.ing l. This led into a side street whÍch had a succession ofmetalled surfaces where ít crossed Iron Age ditches. In ihã iãi.¡-znàc-çntuny the eastern end of this street went óut of use: the end was b'lockedfirst by a ditch a'nd then by a fence'line. At the western.îo or this sidestreet.was a complex-gateway providing access'into the main open space at thenucleus of the settlement. The gateway- had several pnJseJ-inclüdltng ia.gã
stone pa.cked post-holes and stone foundations for curtain walls runnin! norin
and east.

To the west and north of the main street was a second, low platforn.
Itj-¿.a compl_icated series of li.n-ear drainage guli tãs ttoo¿ a reðtangù1ar
bui'ldin9 (Bui'lding.a) (7m x 3m) delineated.by-paiatlet slots ãn¿ a settiiô õr
stone slabs over whÍch was a bìack occupatioir iayer and domestic debris,Parallel slots, south-east of Búilding 4 probabìy indicated another
.b.li13f!g,s lng posstb'ty another (Buiì-gi_ng 0) lqy ioutn-weit òi euiloinl å, or
whl'ch 9nly. two short lengths o,f recill inôar gul]y survived.In the western part .of this pl atforï wire several smaì I cÍrcul arenclosures (3-5m diameter) of the kÍnd seen on the 

"asie.n 
pìatform-and

thought to indicate fodder stacks. The paralteì drainage ditchds which formthe western boundary of thís pìatform ar'e probably demãica[eã-on-"j;i'h;; ñ;f
and hedge rather than a trackway.

Iñ the centre of the settlement the cross-roads 'forms a cêntral open-space. _South of thi s, and f ronti ng onto I t, -siooã 'i 
JouUt e-dí tétre¿rectanguìar enclosure which in plan- resemblei a Romano-Celtic shrine.

{
I
I
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Fig. 1 Claydon Pïke, Phase 1 - Late lron Age
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It!..-¿-i a!e-ìy outsÍde, to the north rvas a cobbl ed surface, laidiover theinfi'l led Iron-Age road dÍtch.. The rectanguìar'snrinel-ä".. itself wasbounded bv shaì.l91 sul lies wíth a. very cleãn fill. I rãctingu'laico¡uïeã
su¡face was found in the south-east coiner and in the centre- "u, u series ofshallow flat-bottome.d pits conta.ining ctrarcóal an¿ Coai, ãu1i'ng to the thirdcentury AD. Fro-m -pÍts around -the pèrimeter of this f.iafJre úere dgmpi oistone including 4 fragments of limeitone column, two column bases and a iãréeblock of careiutlv ¿ieiiÀã ãtr,la. siônã.

Linear Iron Age ditches seem to define this area suggesting that it wasreserved in some w-ay before the construction of inÀ ãã.íi"ñõrãn stnucture.I n thi s early R.oman. phas-e- of occupation there ieenrs-to have been amilit-ary presence on the sÍtè. six bronze ïi'tita.y itemi ñuu. now been foundand a'lso two intaglios which might have haà riiìfa.v.ó*n..i'ine aepiãiiné-ãñeagìe wÍth an orb and thunder-bolt, ure oilrer wtir,- äi;tp;å rigniïiñ¿i,cornucopiae and an altar. ,

PHASE 3 . LATER ROMANO-BRITISH

- In the 3rd and 4th centuries the settlement 
-changed its character; thesettlement gPpears to have contracted. rñe-iocal põiiïuec-ame a series ofstone-based buil-d.ings overlaying BuildÍngs I and Z (?ig, Zl. l.ne earl iest ofthese was a smal'l square stluclure guf-ioing.i t.-.-ior"'*Jôr) of which onlyrobber trenches survived. This was .9ntuãeã"uy al lãige"'iirrttrr., Buiìding8, which ítself showed a sequence or'¿Àvã'loiment. At Íts maximum extentBuildilg E consisted of a bloir of eigni-roori and two sunken chambers which

Iele..drg up to lm below the water tãble. À similar itramb.. outside thebuilding to the north produced basketry, regetation deposits, incfuaiñl il;leaves, and large quant'itÍes of animal 
-bbne.-"-'

Two curtain w.alls projected to the north and south of Buildíng g
separated the yards in front and behfnd the buÍlding. 

-
South of BuildÍng I was another struCture, Éuiìding 9, which was inpart co-ntemporary but went out of use at an earlier stãgei 

-ir,it 
had three

Io9Tt. forrnÍng an. L shape, the westernmost of which ñao ï-r,vóocaust system.Bui.lding 9 was-attached at the south-êâst co.ne. to a small 
-gatehouse 

whÍchhad an Ínternal, trÍTgular slraped ¡uiiresi.' rhis ðrã"ãàã íÀ. access into
1lç luin yard area. Th! pìatfoim at thi_s- iiag. "u1ïoéi..1àä-uv-;¿ä¡i;:ditched enclosure. I low dry-stone wall 

-rlï just inside the outer ditch.ThÍs went on in use when the ínner one had oeen"ii?iri;ã. 
-' '':'

The metal 
. 
detector survey located a 'concentratÍon of coins about 35meast of the late Romano-Brittst¡ enclosune. rñelä 

-Jror"ã'to 
have beendeposíted insÍde a circurar slone ¡âieð-Jrrrine (gm in díameter),ii.r,--ãï

T::k:!^lv.Í._19:-its of alluvium. The shrfnè wåJ constructed in a marshy areaan0 usecl throuqhout the 4th century.. A stone and gravel causeway ran fromthe west síde oi the shrlne-.norîh"ards towards tie- RHan ;..d.Over 300 coíns were found inside the Jñrine ài wãlr ã; a small votivebronze-axe,- a votive bronze leaf anã ã-cõrËlãiå'colour-coated beaker.Trial trenching 30m west of tt¡e mãtn-lrench locatid-a small laterRomano-BritÍsh cemeteiy. The earliesi ¡urììl o;i;;iåifiä;i:wåst ray Ínsidea smal I square-di tcheil encl osure. The seðonA buriãi , aìiï 
"t 

ttti n ã tqrurãenclosure was p'laced to the west.. A group-ói ¡urials were then plaéeã;;õñã
ll¡ese' the later ones orÍentate¿ noittr-iouth,- one a aacapiìaied burial wÍththe head by the feet.

A second smalt.grouP of burials,- about 6 Ín number, post-dated Bul'ldinq8. These rvere insertõd Íirto ttrã ¿emolf stred and partiatû-rõ¡u;äï;dä;ii;;:of the buiì dinss. post-Roman acii vi tt;;-tñä-sii. iñðTr¿.d-ï"rr;î'iä;li
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dug through_Buildi!g 8 with two late Saxon coins, and a 15th century wel'1.
Post-Roman f'looding deposíted al'luvium ovei alt but the highei parts of

the settlement area.

0xfordsh i re

ABINGD0N: Fonner MG Car Factory - Claire Halpfn
(PRN 13,0L6-7i SU 484973) '

ExcavatÍons 9nd watchfng briefs fn advance of the redevelopment of theformer MG car factory have been conducted since 1981. The primiry objecti-vÀof thi s work i.s to au^gment the archaeoì ogÍcaì materi'al ¿eii veá f nom
excavations in the mid 70's at the site of the AshvÍl'le Trading Estate, whiãh
adioins the current p_roject. Early and mÍddle Iron Age occupãtióñ-rãi.riåì',
and ì-ergths_ of .Late Iron Age and Roman enc'losure diiches.w'ere recorded aiAshville- 0n the south sÍde of the MG.factory eleven Roman Ínhumations were
excavated in advance of building work wh,ich tóok pìace Ín the mi¿ lg70s-. 

-.-
The aÍms of the current w-ork is to recòr¿ t¡'Jãtenf or ärcrráeoììgical

materi a'1. i n t98t a narrow trench. i m¡n9Ç_Í atety iouttr o] esi¡vif r ã [ãrmítiãås0me assessment of the e-arly and midd'l e Iron Age features, an'¿ in thefo'l'lowing year an excavation ín advance of a new róad (gtãlt]ãn¿l'rulio.öj
took place.

.Two. iarge areas. (94m x 135m, and 43m,x B4m) lying south of the new'lyconstructed road (Blacklands Furìo_ng) are tó ¡e atfecteã by tarmac and soilstripping. 13 archaeological tria'l trenches (1m x 20m) werá eicavated duningthe last'week of January 1983.
,ç, Contrary -to expectations 'little archaeologícal material was reveäled.
Though within 10m of the road corridor no continuãtion of the dense scatteisof Iron Age and Roman features (predominant'ly pits), located withÍn thecorridor, were seen.. .It appears that these ieatuies *à"e bounded byenc'losure ditches and hence.tf¡ey. did not extend southwarJs. Simitãrty-,
!l',oug! within 4m of the 11 Roman lnhumations recorded on he south side ófthe- sit,e, on'ly a.s!!gìe child buria'l was reveaìed. ruii¡rer lengthi ófenclosure ditches dating to the late lron Age or Roman period. were recorded.ïwo lm'sections were exðavated but these pro-(uced very fåw rin¿s. 

-

The tria'l trenches demonstrated that'the proposed síte stripping Ínadvance of warehouse construction will exposó the upper surface of thenatural g.ravel, and therefore archaeol ogícal featur:es. Nö usefu'l area 
-,wniãñ

warranted excavation was defined and thérefore future work within thl's pnaiewil'l be confined to a selected watching brief (estimaied to occur in'lateApri'l). Due to extensive modern distuñbancã around the area ofìn. R;;;;
çerygJefv the infonmation from the watchlng briei iJ ùfálvìo u. confined io
i nf i'l ì Í ng the pattern of encl osure dÍ tchesl.

..FínallJ tttis ¡ea¡'s_work Índicated the importance of the area to thenorth of Blacklands Furlong. It is across this area that archaeo]oõiðäimaterial recorded within the road corridor extends. In'addition the säuth-eastern boundaries of the early and middle Iron Age settlements sitesrecorded at Ashville are located here.

t
¿

I
,l
'I
'I
1

A

.)

,l
.l
.¡

I
{
,'l

a

I
i

i
I

I

i
:
I

!
?

I
)

i
t'
L

'':

I

98



BICESTER: Bicester House, Queens Avenue - R A Chambers
(PRN 11,876; SP 58202252l.

An earthwork survey and twO tria'l trenches to investigate the nature
and extent of medieval settlement to the north of Bícester House were
completed in 1983.

The site (Fig.3) is bounded to the south-west by the present grounds
of Bicester House, to the south-eas! by Lower Home Close, to the norih-west
by Queens Avenue and to the north-east by the River Bure whích is now'little
more than a stream. There is a narrow flood-plain which extends up to 60m
from the_ present river channel providÌng a bånd of wetter, willow'covered
ground along the north-east edge of the site. Several former river channels
G are traceabje withÍn the flood plaÍn.

Al though much of the site was tree covered and wel'l-shel tered it t{as
possible to complete a'n earthworks survey during September aftei" the

;undergrowth had been mown
Th9 survey showed that the earthwork remains were more extensive than

previously thought. A seríes of platforms and 'low moúnds indícated former
bui'ldings. 0¡t several platforms surface spreads of limestone suggested
building rubbie. Two trial trenches excavated in the early summer-ihowed
that-mgny of these mou¡ds and platforms may have been due to ¡uilding rubble
overìy.ing floors. and foundatÍons. However the outlines of two sin!te-cell
buil dingl¡ and B were clear'ly visìble as earthworks and not obsc'ured by
rubble. Th-ese tw-o buitdings rnay onìy have possessed low stone cíll walti
with timber superstructures.

,T races of ri dge and f urrow ran down to the ri ver and the bu í'l d i ng
remaíns appeared to represent an expansion of the medieval settlement oveË
arable land.

A hollow way D which ran down towards the rÍver along the north-west
edge of the site su!-gested a former rlver crossing point. i causeway F of+unknown date cut across the ho'llow way.

To the east a modern causeway C led off the site to the embankment
carrying M_ansfield Road. Beneath tne ñõad the River Bure is piped. The landfor some 60m to the north-east and south-east of BÍcester Houde Cottage was
seen to be heavily cultivated post-medieva'l garden soÍl. : .

In May two tria'l trenchàs were excavaied by hand with assístance fromJeff FerrY, ârl'in-service.trainee. T'he fÍrst tiench was'located some 70m
north-west of Lower Home Close where extensive medieval settlement remains
were uncovered by building contractors in 1980.

Trench 1 crossed a low p'latform some 18m wíde and revealed medieval
bui'lding foundations covered w'ith rubble. Part of one foundation was clearedof rubble. The 0.7m wÍde foundation comprised unmortared coursed limestone
rubb'le whfch survived several coursei high. A second wall or bench
foundation 0.5m wide had been buf tt against the wall. The found¡ilons cui
obl i quely across the .exi sti n_g earthw-ork pl atf orm suggesti ng ttie preseniplatform shape was the result of stone robbing. A [úantit! of må¿ievaipottery and domestic refuse was recovered.

The second trial trench lay further to the north-west, some 150m from
Lower Home Close. -Thís trench.al so revealed medlevaì oicupatíon level s
resting directly on the natural limestone bedrock. A substantiäl north-south
medieva'l boundary ditch lm deep c-o_nt-aíned limestone rubble in its upperfil'ling. Thís may have been buitding rubb'le and was associated wiilr
medieval pottery.

There ls a local tradftion that the present BÍcester House marks the
site of the medleval mrnor house owned until the Reformatlon by the Nuns of,

E¡.
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Markyates in Bedfordshire. The foundations uncovered in Trench 1 were
similar in build to those,of the 12th century manor house at Chesterton., It
is possible that the first trial trench has revealed a part of the Nuns of
Markyates manor house or an assoclated structure.

CHARLBURY: The North Oxon Grim's Ditch - Tim Copeìand
(Area centred SP 3900 2000)

Research usÍng documentary and aerial photographic evidence, and
intensive fieldwork has identified several new stretches of the Grim's DÍtch
(Figs.4 & 5). South of the Evenlode evidence indicates the earthwork west
of l.lalcot, nr. Charlbury running south-westerly into l.lychwood, and from
Cornbu'ry Park Lakes south to Mount Skippett, Ramsden. It has also bèen
poss-ible to. identífy elements of its course from North Leigh, through
Freeland to Long Hanborough where it again meets the Even'lode.

North of the Even'lode the situation ,fs.nore compl'èx. l) Evidence for
the earliest phase of the monument has been seen in section near Charlbury
Quarry and aeríal photographs suggest this line continues westwards intó
Bottom l'lood and Rushey_Bottom, Ditchley. 2) The next phase of the system has
been seen to be virtually continuous, except for small access po!ñts, from
Char'lbury, through Ditchley House to Grim'i Dyke Farm, Kidding{on. lt tnen'turned south and a compìetely ploughed out eìement ran down tb Pool Bottomjust west of Gìympton Assarts Farm. The'ìine crosses the tributary stream óf
the Glyme and continues as Thomas'Dyke'C. (0xonÍensia 19S7). l.{est of
Kingswood _it runs north of Cal low Farm and Hll TTã-Fn--FFm, Stonesf iel d, to
Baywell, charlbury, via Lee's Rest. Thís phase appears to delimit the
highground of the catchment area of the tributary'óf tne Gìyme south of
9itqnley House. Probabìy part of this phase aìso is Thomas'Dykð B at CallowHill, and a newly discovered earthwork on the northern side of the va]'ley,
but further westward than Callow tl.i'll, runnÍng uphilì from Kingswood Brake ió
the western edge of 0utwood. 3) The phase from Stratford-Bridge on the
G]yme,^.is. upstanding_ in Blenheím Park ahd continues to 0utwood, Kiddington,
cuts_ (2)..iust east of 0utwood. This phase may be contemporary witn tne rîowrí
"out]'ier" at Shi'l.cott'l^lood, Spel sbury, that has now beerì seeñ to extend to atributory of the Coldrori Brook just south of Taston, where paralleì banks
have been identified, and which in turn may be contemporary witn the.swêep
south of the Evenlode. The excavated evídence for phase-Two, (Thomas at
Callow Hill, and Harden at Modeì Farm and Kiddington, Oxoníensia 1937)
indicated that the Ditch was backfilled shortìy aftei constEõTiõll-fossibìy
due to the extension of the system by (3). A iate Iron Age date Ííirobablä
at ìeast for (2).

.Three new sites have also been located within the area defined by the
Gr.im's Dltch: a "banJo" enclosure complex east of Shflcott I,lood ãt Sp
383220, and Roman sites at Norman's Grové, spel sbury (sp 37662118) an¿-ãoom
north-east of Ditchley vf ila (centred on sp 4b252015).

CHALGROVE: Manor Fann - Phillip Page
(PRN 1115; sU 6306 9703)

Duri ng the year a watchi ng brl ef was carri ed out at thþ 'late 15th
century manor house, at Milì Lane, Chal_grove. The hal'l has been opened up toits originaì ground pìan by the removal of a vlctorian corridor ón its i+estside. The remains of the orlginal timber screen separating the ha'lì from the
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screen's passage has been revealed beneath later plaster. There was
orÍginally one doorway into the hall at the vúestern end of the screen's
passage ¿

l.lith the removal of the timber floor in the hall it was hoped that some
remains of the originaì central hearth might have been discovered.
Unfortunately in order to lay the timber floor up to 25cms of the'underlying

, itratigraphy- had been removed. The stratigraphy had remained intact wittriñ
the confines of the corrldor in the ha1l, and a trench here revealed a

sequence similar to that which was found in the buttery to the north. tt
provided further evidence for a late 15th century date for the construction
bf ttre house. l.lÍthÍn the debris in the hall one piece of decorated f'loor
tile has been found. This rather tantalising fragment could be of comparable
date with the initial construction, it certainly was not earlier, and was
nothing like the decorated medleval floor ti'les from the excavated site at
Hardings Fíeld, Chalgrove

Several trenches for drains were dug in the grounds ôf the late 15th
century moated m.anor house and were part df .the restoratíon of both the house
and the gardens that ís currently being carrîed out by the present owners.
It was hoped that these trenches mfght have revea'led some evidence of the
medieval buildings which preceded the present structure and were me'ntioned in
a survey of 1336. No evidence of medievaì occupatíon was revea'led, only

.post-medieva'l occupatíon debris was recovered and there was no evidence of
the ear.l i er bui ì di ngs .

CLANFITLD: Burroway - George Lambrfck
(PRN 2426; SP 308004)

As part of the Floodpìain Survey, in August, two smalì sampìe trelches
were excavated on the site of the lron Age fort at Burroway Brook. i'The fort
survives as a low broad bank standing to a maxÌmum of c. lm with a possibie
hornwork entrance on its north east side. Auguring along a transect across
the bank and ditch arid a little way into the interior revealed some of the
stratigraphy and showed the ditch to be over 1.5m deep. Waterlogged material
was not encountered ín auguring, but this may be because the deepest part of
the ditch was not examined.

One trench on the crest of the bank showed it to consistìargely of
burnt clay and grave'lly soi'1, in places with signs of burnt clay in situ,
though no defÍnite traces of an internal timber framework were founf fp'ì't
had been cut fnto the bank at the point excavated. At the base of the bank
resting on the oìd ground surface rras a series of charred p'lanks or'logs laid
across the line of the bank. As the old ground surface was not burnt the
charrÍng of the planks must have been caused by the burning of the materia'l
above, probably again lmplyfng a rampart consisting of a timber framewonk
infilled with soil.

The trench in the lnterior located an occupation layer about 10 to 15cm
thick sealing a post hole which produced Iron Age pottery. 0ver these was a
further 15 to 20cm of clay alluvium effectively actíng as a buffer between
these well preserved deposits and the modern p'loughsoll above. Both beneath
the occupation layer and beneath the bank the old ground surface was a non-
calcareous silty clay whereas the alluvium above contained à few aquatic
mo'llusc shel'ls. Thls ls consistent wlth evldence eì sewhere that the pre-lron
Age floodplaÍn was drier, with much of the al'luviation occurrÍng only from
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the later part of the Iron Age onwards.
This weìl preserved and obvious_'ly Ímportant síte Ís not schedujed as anancient monument and fs under arable. As it happened Ít was about to be

subsoiled for the first time. Th.ls. was predicted'by the Uni[ t"J."d-u-îuif
{gul:-1s1.yl.n,jt was s199ested that the site shoulã be scneduie¿ io-p;oï;¿iit from such damage. Fortunately the excavation was done just in time-tostir the DOE into action and there is now a good chance thankã io the owner¡i
co_operation that the site will not suffer the worst effecis of modãrñ
cul ti vati on.

HENLEY: Henley Rectory - Brian Durham
(PRN 13,494-7; SU 763 826)

The rectory occupíes- two-thirds of an acre of riversÍde just upstreaniof Henley.Bridge, 
^wÍth a-frontage on the maÍn street (Hari str.ãtl ;;;;;ìi;the church. The 0xford Diocesan.Parsonages Board are-buildfïg a new housefor the rector in the garden of the-existi.ng 18t[century builãing, ãn¿-iñãUnit has ioíned with the Henley Arciaeológi'cal and Históri.ui"'erórp-ïð

investigate this focal area in the medÍeval tõwn.
A plan of c.1830 shows the layout of the compìex, indícating the newlydemolished rectory.and a large tlthe barn. Given the néed io-ãùotã Jàruéá iä

!he. m.any_ protected trees, a series of trenches__was plãñnáì i'o in*ïtîuiã
both buildllgt. The .barn may be dÍsmissed briefly; tio ro"ã-t-i'án an area ofstone-metalling could be traced and it must be asiumed that ii was of timberwith no substantial foundatÍons.- The site of the ol¿ rãctóry-was much moreproductiv,e, wi th stone and fl i nt wal'l s and an outsi ¿e' cäsi pit, ¡ri -uñ
absence of internal floors. By fot-to.wi¡-9 the buÍlding.plañ iõ-ihe west,,arvayfrom the river, part of a medieva.l b.u.iI.¿ilq of two þtr'ases laj'lo.Jieä,-änä
the structural succession suggests that thr-'s was a continuously;..r'piäã
range being extended progressively towards the river. .---
. Henley is fÍrst mentioned i-n 1179,'when Henry II bought'land to makehouses.. Br 1199 it was a'town'-in lgrant ofJohn. Th";;i; at present no
y,ay. of. dating the earì i.est level s of the rectory site, uut Jt- i j pïrrliïãthat when th-e pottery has been studied it may prove to b-e within the first 50years of Hen'ley's existence. The. ear'lf e-st strulture war a shäiiàw ¡urnt-pit,possiblv- wÌthin a buil-ding but nône cou'ld be defined. It ürã;-¡uilt-ovä; út 

-å

strong foundation of f'lint and clunch which was subsequenlty iãqfigñeã. -i¡.
5m south frontage of this building rnakes it rather'i"álíer lr,un the 15th
9enlu¡y 0ìd Rectory at Hinford., Som.erset, yhictr wãi-thã sma¡est suchbui.'l dí ng Íd-en_tf-f i.ed_.by P-antln 'Medieúal Crtestil iórräi;,"ùãài.i.i'
li l gor l_gt.i (1e57) , Fis..26. It misht rn fact ue iñÀ-ea¡iÀã,ì¿'orffi
aligned north-sou-tt, or !_t may have been the stone-fóunded portion of 

-a
ì.arger.timber dwelling. To thá.east.was a iãrge irrãtio; dÀtråssion whichdrained through a ditch towards the rlver, and ii was over thJï area-üriï'iñä
housd was to extend,. probably Jn the ratei meàievai-periõ¡. 

-"'- '

The rectory which survlved to the 1820's is illusirated in a pencildrawing in t_he manner of ,J c Buckler. The medieval eì¿ hud bt-ïñ¿;disappeared, 'le¿ving a twf n roofed..rear wlng.behind the hali *tng taðing-iñäriver. Extensive foundations of the .rgar.ùlng^were exposed, tr,î*iñg'ït'ïð
!9yg u 6-5m spar Tith.a 2.n span added ln the íBth centü"t.--'Tñ'is i, i.tià.different from Buckler's d-epicilon gf J:no falrly equal roo?s, ano ii-ru;i óäassumed that some. inter¡al leorganisatíon had takeri place.

The third obJec_t.fve of the excavatlon rras to'look at the Hart Streetfrontage. whlch should have been commerclally valuabìe ón ïh¿ approach to
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the bridge. No buildings were found, only a'roadsÌde'ditch. Perhaps the
rectory was so well endowed that it dÍd not need to rent this frontage, but
alternatively there may have been buildings further forward, ousted wñen the
road was moved to allow the church to enlarge. The ìatter would exp'lain the
presence of a pit producing 14th-15th century pottery. Amongst otñer fínds
from this feature were ten amber beads of two sÍzes, perhaps from a rosary,
and a gold charm brooch inscrlbed IESUS NAZARENUS. Such taiísmanic broochói
are not uncommon in bronze and sfìver, but John Cherry writes that he knows
of only one other English example in go'ld with this inscription. Subject to
treasure trove inquest, it Ís hoped lt wíll be deposited with the Oxfords.hÍre
Department of Museum Services.

I'|ERTON: I,lest End Farm - R A Chambers and Jeff Perry : ,

(PRN 13,195); SP 577180)

At Merton a set of fishponds centred 250m to the north of tfre parish
church have.been surveyed during the course of their destructÍon. A'lthough
the destructÍon of these well preserved ponds is to be regretted the work did
provide s_om-e useful informatlon on the pond construction ãnd management. In
its fina'l form the fish-ery appears to have comprised five pondl on marshy
ground between a spring'line and a stream. Three ponds were árranged in linê
paralìeì to the stream. A further two linear ponds, one to the eãst and one
to the west of the three centre ponds were both arranged at right angles to
the stream and hÍ'll s'lope.

Mechanicaì'ly cut sections through the dams separating the centre ponds
folloryed by the bulìdozing of the banks showed that- aì'l except the
westernmost pond were filìed with spring water. In the case of the centre
three ponds, spring water was derived from the pond bottoms. None of the
ponds were connected by deep sluice channels altliough sha'lìow spilt-ways to
accommodate overflow must have been present originalìy.

The ponds ìay on 'land which formerly be]onged to Manor Farm. The
present farm house still retaÍns parts of the Elizabethan building. A
detai'led estate map drawn someti me after 1763 only Í'll ustratei the
easternmost of the fÍve ponds, suggestÍng that the fishery began as.a sing]e
pond with further ponds added'during the next century. -The-1st 

edition-25
inches to the mi'le 0rdnance Survey map of 1881 sho'ws a'll five ponds in
existence. Earthworks suggest the eastern of the three centra'l ponds had
been extended twice, the iinal extension possibìy being made after t8gt asit is not included on the 0.S. map.

This fishery appears to have continued to grow ln sfze for about one
hundred years. Il is'not known when the ponds fe]l'into disuse.

NORTHMOOR: Watkfns Farm - Tlm Allen
(ptir'i lã,g60;' r¡, jöri" iÈ"¿eoo¡o ) '' '

Gravel stri ppi ng at the ARC pi t at Northmoor uncovered a new l,li ddl eIron Age and Romäiro-British setdlement. Thís had not shown on aerial
photographs because Ít is situated on the flrst gravel terrace close to thelloodplain, and the watertable is permanently high. The south and east parts
of the site were sa'lvaged in July, and a fuittrei strip across the north-east
of the settlement was 

-stripped óy JCB under archaeologicaì superv'ision and
excavated in September and 0ctober (see dotted outline Fí9.6). The area
north of this was sa'lvaged in January 1984. Strípping by ARC had removed the
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top0.3-0.35m of the gravel, so only the deeper features survived over this
aräa, and there were no postholes. Postholes and other slight features did
survive in the JCB striPPed area.

0ccupation was of several periods:

Míddle Iron Age
Tlãi!-e oval enclosure c.70m across was dug on a slìght'ìy raised
qravel i sl and w i th entrance to the east. There þ¿as ,probabìy a'l so a

iubsiduary entrance on the south west, wi th a sma'l 'l di tch runni ng of f west
from this just outside. Inside the enclosure at thls point was a smal'ler
enclosure open on the north side and with a small gap on the south for access
to the main enclosure entrance adjacent. The south-west entrance and the
corresponding gap ln the small enclosure were both subsequently dug through.
The smaller enclosure dftch had ìarge quantities of occupation debrÍs in its
north-east termi nal , and may wel I have surrounded a housg; such
accummu'lations of rubblsh are c-ommon ln the right hand terminal öf house

.guìlies in !f,e Up_pefThames. North and north-east of this small enclosure
were a sertes of short lengths of ditch and a number of pits. Another
possible house gu'l ìy lay on the very edge of the.lCB stripped area, but Íts
interior had unfortunate'ly been stripped previously much deeper. A few of
the surviving postholes contained MÍddle Iron Age pottery, but no pattern
could.be recognÍsed among these. However, the concentration of occupatÍon
debris in the ditches at the very west edge of the posthole area suggests
that there may be a buildíng iust outside the excavated area.

There may trave been a-division betwéen a southern domesti0 and northern
open area within the enclosure, divided by the east-west ditches which run
across to the entrance. No Middle lron Age features have yet been found
north of these. South of the main enclosure was a smaller one bounded by a

discontjnuous ditch. This produced a very líttle MÍddle Iron Age pottery,
and was possibly contemporary.

Most of the Iron Age features were completeìy excavated, and
pre'liminary assessment of the pottery suggest a.3rd - lst centur¡i BC date.

Romano-Bri ti sh
There were seve

The main encìosure dí
ra'l phases of occupation fn the lst to 3rd centuries AD.

tch was stíll largely open and two guì'lies seem to have
formed a sma'll enclosure inside it on the north. An east-west gul]y in the
south-east of the enclosure may also beìong to th'is phase.' In the second phase the small enclosure was cut by an inner ditch
concentric to the maÍn enclosure on the north side of the entrance. This was
late lst century AD. South of the entrance there was a'lso an inner ditch
along the east side of the mafn enclosure, and another opposíte on the west.
Neither of these had Romano-Brltish pottery in their primary fills but they
were probab'ly contemporary, parts of a new ditch cfrcuit perhaps respecting a
hedge lnside the main enc'losure dltch. There was possfbly a small enclosure
in the south-east of the interior and a number of deep pits proÞably belong
to this phase. These were posslbly dug for water. It is not clear to which
Phase the posthoì es bel onged.

Outside the main entrance were 'antennae' dítches. The northern one of
these was found to have been the south side of a small enclosure, and a
second lÍnked enc'losure disappears north-west under the crop. The ditches of
these enclosures had no fÍnds in the primary fill, but they contained no lron
/rge pottery at all, and a dupondius of Trajãn, dated 116-1l7AD, came from the
top of the'antenna', so they mqy be'long with this late lst century AD ditch
circuft, not with the Iron Age occupation.
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The use of ôn ova'l encl osure wi th adJ acent subsi duary oRes was
comoletely superseded in phase 3 by a system of ìong linear dÍtches. These
.ãnåiste¿- of a south-north trackway and severa'l ìong narroy fields running
wäst-north-west on the west side. The trackway cut into the top of the
àriqinal main enclosure dÍtch which had completely fílled up by this stage,
ãnd-the fie'ld ditches ran across pits and ditches of the previous phase. The

most northerly of these is probab'ly the ditch that appe_ars west of the main
ãnclosure, which may run up to a series of'lÍnked small enclosures further
west. However these produced very few finds and may be earlier.

It is possible that domestlc occupation continued on the same site, as

the di tches of thf s peri od had very dark charcoal ìy f i 1 
'l s wi th ì arge

ouantities of finds within the former enclosure area, and this is not a'll
iitely to be residua'|. A brief inspection suggested that there was not any

later- Roman pottery, and occupation therefore probably ended by the early 3rd
centurY AD.

Some 250m north-east of the main site a series of Romano'British
ditches and several large deep pits were uncovered by topsoil strippÍng, and
were salvaged in September. A number of north-west - south-east linear
boundary ditches wene ov'erlaid by the.north-west end of a large sub-
rectangular enclosure. l.lithin thís encloiure were 3 deep pits'probably dug
as wells. Their relationship to the línear ditches and the enclos.i¡re wil'l
hopefully be elucidated by the pottery. Large quantities of pottery found in
one ditch within the enclosure suggests that it had had domestic occupation
though no postholes or other traces of structures rvere found. Occu'pation
seems to be 2nd century A0 and this settlement may be contemporary with the
regular ditch system on the main site. '- 

Both site! produced a num¡ei of waterlogged samples. From the salvaged
Romano-British sÍte came also a pair of waterlogged leather shoes and part of
a wooden bowl, and a well on the main síte produced 0.5m of a dressed plank.

OXFORD: Blackfriars - George Lambrick
; (PRN 6002; sP 512 058)

Excavatíons prior to redevelopment by the British Legion Housing
Association have revea'led part of the Nave of the church and the north walk
of the cloister and the ðlotster garth. The position of the wal'ls'is as
expècted from prevíous excavatÍons, but the excavation has revea'led details
of construction, such as divisÍons between sections of footings which would
have been necessary ín overcoming problems of groundwater. Numerous burials
were found in the South Aisle, fewer fn the body of the Nave and the cloister
walk. The cloÍster garth is free of buria'ls. Â step from the cloister walk
gave access to a path obliquely crossing the cloister to the east, perhaps
headlng for the Chapter House in the'east range. North of the church a
slngle trench located no trace of the suspected'North Nave', but revealed
part of the graveyard wlth densely packed burlals. When the prlory was built
(1236-1261) the ground level was raised, by dumping the clay dug out of the
foundation trenches, and sofl contalning domestfc rubbish.

Further observations were made during the contractors' excavations. A
complex mass of masonry attached to the North Aisle had been intended to
shore up the building which from this and previous observations was c'learìy
suffering severe subsÍdence round the west end and north side of the Nave.
As in the preceding trial excavation no sign of a'North Nave''(or transept)
rlas seen. 0ther walls of the Nave, South Ais'le and cloister were recorded.
}lo more detaí'l of the path across the cloister garth or its entrance to the
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.loister wa]k was seen but a possible buttress iust east of this was noted.
w I v r - -On'ly 

scanty remai ns of þre-pri ory actÍ vi ty, a hori zon of rough stones
embedded in the upper layers of alluvium, have _been found. The alluvial
ããJosits themselves are being examined as part of the sequence of al'luvial
ãebosits on the Thames Floodplain in connection with the Floodplain Survey.

There is little evidence of the later history of the priory other than
the many buríals: floor layers and the upper parts of walls were thoroughly
ãestroyed and disturbed after the Dissolution. From the sequence of post
0ísso'lution deposits it ls apparent that after initiaì gutting the buildings
orat least the church was left as a standing ruin for some time while the
land was turned over to gardens dívided up by drainage gullies. The walls
were not finally removed until after these gutlies had become backfil'led, but
this may have been by the end of the 16th century, and gardening'certainìy
contínued in the 18th century until the area was developed for housing ín the
1840' s.'

oXFORD: 52 Cornmarket Street, former l,foo'lworths - Brian Durham
(PRN 6198; SP 513 663)

The former Woolworths shop has been remodetled as the fÍrst stage in an

operation which will end up with a ner{ arcade through to Queen Street. The
site was excavated.by Jope, Pantín et al in the mid 1950's when the Clarendon,
Hotet was demol ished, with immense-l-y-împortant resul ts from the Late Saxon
ieve'ls (see 0xoniensia 1958). David Sturdy was invoived as an
undergraduateifrh'ã-FìEÏme, and the UnÍt is very grateful for his hetp in
ldentifyíng particu'lar obiectives in a hastily organised investígation.

The most important new trenches lay between Cl and C2. The former cut
through the 12th century vault prevÍous1y surveyed in 1955, and a good
section þras recorded showing its relationship to the surrounding layers.
There vrere some major differences frem the prevÍous observations. There was
no sign of any stonework of the smaller early vault found by Jope, but the
const.ruction trench suggested that the waìì was buiìt in two phases, the
earlier perhaps before 1100, with the existing vault added around 12th - 13th
century. In the intervening perÍod the ground level outsÍde had risen 1.60m
with layer upon layer of floors of the adjoining bui'lding. This is perhaps
therefore an example of the type of half-sunken vault which in tíme becomes a
fully-sunken cel'lar with the rise in ground leve'|, but here the ipeed of
accumulation was dramatic. If it reflects the genera'l situation ln
Cornmarket Street, it means that two-thirds of the build-up happened in the
l2th and 13th centurÍes, with levels risfng only 0.65m since then. The
situation was examplified in,lope's Flgure 23, which showed gravel metaìling
of a 'forecourt' abutting medieval lamfnated floors. The second new trench
thls year, caìled CIa, showed what must have been the rear continuation of
these f'loors but, as with Jope's experience, it proved impossible to recover
any pottery with which to establfsh a chronology.

It has been a reminder that good strâtigraphy can survive in the
frontage areas, and also an opportunity to see the compìexity whlch
confronted the excavators 28 years âg0, and to confirm the general findings
wlth respect to the Clarendon Hotel vault.
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OXFORD: 0seney Abbey - Brian Durham
PRN 3569; SP 505058) 

.

The 1982 investigatfon of the south edge of the abbey precinct has been
fol'lowed by saìvage recording of two buildÍng contracts. The north-east end
of a crescent of flats beíng built by Cherwell Housing Association came c1ose
to the waterfront exposed last year, ânl showed stone footings more massive
than any see.n in our excavations. Their alignmerit suggests-a buiìding 15m
long extending back 13m from the dec'l ining 13th century river channel-. As
thí s channel became b'locked the bui I dÍ ng was presumabìy di smant'l ed so that
its footings survived the Dissolution stone robbÍng.

The second area of observatÍon thfs year was further upstream on the
same dec'lining riverfront. There were large foundatÍons here also, in thÍs
case aligned on the cloister and therefore ob'lique to the channel. A small
area of tile pavement included several alphabet tiles which þad not- been used
to create words, but simpiy_laid in theÌr unbroken quadrants. The pottery
confirms the 13th century_,Ínfillíng at the edge of the channel, but thä
levels further out were stïll being toppeð-up aftàr the mïd 13th century. By
this time a small drain had been cut through the infi'l'1, perhaps a watei
':oo'tT,l:;.oil'fìËìrliitJtt'.t g.'[iJJf iJntI. ,.,.res or redeveropments or
the abbey area. Our lÍmited fieldwork and Jonathan Sharpe's post-éxcavatíon
work have shown that the south síde of the abbey had ihrunk by the
Reformation. There seems every reason to connect tlris with a westward
expansion which resulted in the blocking'of an original ríver channe'l ahd the
establishment of a new waterfront on the modern mill stream.

RAt)LEY: Barrow Hi I I s
(PRN 8380-99, 872L, 8402, 8403, ?903
su 515 983)

I ntroducti on

This site'lies one mile north-east of Abingdon, OxfordshÍre (centred SU
5l3F 9g15, IRN 13,400). . The excavations are ¡éîng irndertaken in advance of
a new housirig schemd.

The site lies Ímmediately south of the Abíngdon Neolíthic causewayed
enc'losure and at the south-east end of a Bronze Agd cemetery from whicir ifre
name Barrow Hills was derived in antiquity. Four-periods aie represented onthls famo.us- cropmark site wlth Neol ithiC monuments, Bronze Age Barrowi, ã
Rom¿no-British cemetery and an extenslve earìy Anglo-Saxon settliment.

The excavation fs beíng conducted by the 0xford Archaeologica'l Unitwlth labour provlded by the Mãnpower Services Commisslon. ln aã¿ition tothl,s' !fe n!ingdon and Area Archaeologlcal and Hlstorlcal Socf ety workf ng
under the dírection of Claire Halpin has undertaken to excavate ihe Bronzã
Age monuments. ,In September tliree presumed Neolfthfc monuments were
excavated by students from Reading University Department of Archaeology under
the direction of Richard Bradliy. Excavãtfd,n on the present si-ti wÍ'll
continue for another year during whÍch it is also hoped td begin excavations
1n a field immediateiy to the north that has also båen allocãted for house
bul I dl ng.

The 0xford Archaeo'logical Unlt would like to thank the owner, I'lr t{ P
Oocker-Drysdale for permissíon to excavate and for his help and,that: of his
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ïliìi ?1:T..,'ll:tt.tînnïtffl.'n, î,'.r:;;:',xi'.,i1ïnrll'i1.,.'ll{;,J.1''..u'll
nurarort occasions over the past year'

The Neolithic Monuments - Rlchard Bradley

txcavation took place on three c-o-mponents of the Barrow Hills cropmark

comolex during SeótËm¡ir anôgctòber 1983: a small long barr9w,. a segm.ented

;iïto' .íì t;i 
'ã'n¿- i iompt ex pi r ci rct e. . previ ous_lv. 

- 
i nterpreted as a henge

iråliürJ,it.-"þ¡õ;k waJiál'ried 'out under th'e general direction of the writer on

ü;Ëïi',ði rh; 0xi;r¿ irchieoiosiclt unit] with additional resources made

;;;îiäol ä ¡l the Department- õf Arch,aeoi 09Y,- Readi,ng Universitv.. Th.e

äiãårãlion ùas úñ¿ãilãren mainty Þy studentl from the Reading Department.

i;;i'il tie tàng barrow was supeiviled by M-ark. Edmunds and Barry- Mead,..anq

i,iã'rìi n Coof sfpervi i;ed the èxcavatl ori of the ri-¡19 di tch. . Barry Mead,

undertook the excávation of the pit èirc-1q.. Julian Th-oma: Tas in charge of
ä;;ãi;õ tf¡e numan 

-rãmains 
and- Helen Robínson organised the processing Óf

tñã iinät.

The Lonq Barrow

-4*

tnts component of the Barrow Hilts complex is situated close to the
edge of tne sdailìw valieV which:sePgrqtes the site from the Abingdon

ãiüi.nuv.ä enãloiure, an¿ Uäcause of tiris linr it has-long been thought that
the two monumenti-riir,t ñ.ve uéen ln use at the same time. Before excavation
inã iong barrow showäd as a rectangu'lqr cropmark enclosure' made up gf ryg
iii.iiil ¿itcrreJleparate¿ Þy an íntårval bf about a metre. Towards the
centre there nàrã ii gñi of 

- a l arge pÍ-t. Thi s monument was excavated
.õrp-ì.t.ii, ite ïu¡o.i{v _qf the plou-ghsbil PFing removed..mechanically after
surface finds na¿ Ueen'ã-otieciã¿ in fielg nu]fi.ng by the AbÍngdon Society., . A
iingl. uaúlr-runnlñõ.ióng the main axis of thã mónument was excavated bv

hanð and proved to cõver the burial deposit.
It seems lìteiy it'.I tnis monumänt was bui'lt in four stages, al though

the t.ii ãïäã.p tii.tigiapnv means that the p.osition of_ th.e gr-a.ve in thís
scheme can be .itãólìirrË¿ oniv approximately'(Fi9: 7). - In.i!s first phase

this site consisted of a narrow nät-Uottomed trenéh enclo-sing-a rectangular
area l6m long aáà-ãlmosi 10m wÍde.. Although large parts of this feature had

been removed i; 1al¿¡ 
-phases, 

there wai no s'ign o-f- .an ent.ra.nce. It i:
diffÍcult to interpret Üiis feature wíth complete confídence, but at present
It is r.óa.ãeà âr i f.nied enclosure, the posts of which were 'later removed.

It is not fnown-wtretner ifris feature had'revetted any mound, al tho-ugh the
iirgi,i piôpõrtiJnJ óf ttre trench itsetf mean that any ôarrow would most
proúabì! häve been constructed of turf. It is uncertain whether the one

grave bel onged to thi s Phase. _ r _ ^In the s.lon¿ pf,äiã the original_enclosure was replac,ed by a ditch
whlch cut lt away ön thr:ee sldei. Thls dltch ì{as of rather greater
propii-tíõ'is tiañ iñe ôrtginat trench and enclosed an area about 17m long and

itníli¿e, wtrich iâi fet[ open at the south-west end, nhere there were two
laigã põit troiàs,-ìnÀ of 'wnicn m-ay.have held a spllt l.o9^ o.r tree trunk.
lnafogy riit iiteï iñ otner parts of-the country suggests-that this ditch was

moit îrooatly dhe qü.ilt-fo-r bulldl!-9 a srqv.ei mound. It seems. lÍkelv that
ttre gfave ¡eiongá¿'to tíris phase. ¡iterñatively, the plan of the monument
wii tf itátã¿ Uy.ine positÍoä of an ex,ist_ing group- of burialg., The grave was

;itr;i;d ¿i;;; tô urï !outh-wesl eñ¿ of t-hienilosed area, in between the
termlnals of the quJr"y ditch. 

-itte-iro 
large post holes 8m to the south-west

seem to flank the'apprôach to the burial area.
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The grave itself was extremely shallow and had been cut by a Saxon
.,nubenhau j - ttre one i nternal f eature to show from the ai r. The grave
*i#tãîmaïwo crouched burla'ls lald out aìong the maln axis of the site. The

iãräi *..e at op pos f te ends of the grave, wh i I st the 'l egs of the two
i[ãiãtont were 'laid across one another. It is hard.to envi.sage any interva'l
¡ãi*ã.n these two deposi.ts, _ The end of the grave had been disturbed, but the
mf lsing parts of one skul l were found in the fJ.l'l ing of the grubenhaus.
ärãiiriniry examinatlon of the bones. by ,1.u1 ían Thomas s.uggestFÏhãÏ-6õÏh
ìnãivi¿uals were adult males. One body had been accompanied by a bifacialìy
åäilsne¿ f1int blade, whíl st an unusua'lly smaìl iet or shale boì't sl ider was

?oun¿ at the hip of the other skeleton. Part of a large leaf shaped
airowhead, found in the grubenhaus, had probably acconpanied the same
I ndlvidual .

In its third phase, the open end of the monument was closed off by a

further'length of dltch, whlch skirted one of the large posts mentioned
earlier. This ditch respected the terminals of the existing quarry ditch
and the builders had left two narrot{ causeways,.. towards the cornerÉ of the
enclosed area and roughly opposlte the buria'ls. Otherwise this extension of
the monument seems to have cìosed off all access to the mound, although the
lrregular line of the quarry ditch at its north-east 9nd mÍght suggest that
another causêway had once exÍsted there. It is possible that a large oval
pft was dug just outside the surviving causeway at the southern corner of the
moun{. The barrow ditch filled up fair'ly rapidìy wÍth runs of gravel from
the interior.

The final phase of constructÍon seems to,be represented by the outer
df tch, which was probably intended as a,rep'lacement for the inner quarry
dltch, now sÍlted up. The outer dltch cut through the fiìling of the pit
mentioned earlier and took no account of the positions of the two causeways
fn the inner ditch. It had been dug in a series of segments between 2m and
5m long and enclosed an ova'l area measuring 25m by 15.5m. ThÍs ditch had
fllìed-up naturally, but'like the inner ditch it did contain a number of
del lberate deposí ts.

These deposits were found in both ditches, where they had sharply
confined distributions focussed on the positíon of one of the two causeways.
Oeposits of pottery and fl int scrapers were concentrated towards the causeway
ôt the southern end of the rnound but hardly over'l apped one another. Pottery
also occurred in the pit cut by the outer ditch, whilst there was a fìint
lmplement in the filìing of both the large post holes at the south-east end
of the monument. The opposÍte causeway was the focus for four deliberate
deposlts of antler, three unused and the fourth an ant'ler pick. At either
end of these deposits there were fragments of human skull. The distríbution
of fllnt debitage shows less structure, whi'lst the animal bones from the
dltches are probably a mÍxture of Neolithic material and intrusive Saxon
flnds. The stratifióatÍon of these deposfts is of some lnterest. The four
groups of antler occurred at dlfferent levels ln either ditch, suggesting
thlt they were deposlted at lntervals throughout the use of the site, even
though they were confined to one small area. The flnds of pottery and flint
,tcròpers were nearìy all in the upper fllllng of the two ditches, where they
sometlnres occurred together wlth Saxon pottery.. This suggests that these
f tems were originally- placed ln the 'fbrecoult' oll the-Tong barrow and
entered the ditch only later, perhaps as residual materiaì.. ln the Saxon,period the area around the long barrow was reused. The
centraì area was cut by a grubenhaus and the surviving ho'llow left by the'lleolf thlc outer ditch wis udãdãlã-mîdden, particuìarly-towards the norlhern
end of the monument. A few post holes in this area may also belong to the
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Saxon Period're'!Y!'ffrr.. 
features of the Neollthic monument are worth emphasisÍng in this

n¡pliminary account. First, there can be litt1e doubt that this had been a

ñ;ì;J in rñost, if not all of its phases of building. Ther_e is no reason to
äJiäribe the site as a 'mortuary enclosure'. Sieving of the ploughsoil
,ãróts the long axis of the monument revealed a steady increase in the
;;;;it" of qravel towards the lnterfor of the site, interrupted on]y over the

"ãriiiän oi the grubenhaus. This may suggest that the ploughsoil retained
[iã ioi] mark ofT-Tõïffi'und, or preserved traces of a protected surface
*t'ã.e the mound had been. This questlon needs further f nvestlgation, but
wàrr int/essex has already shown the remarkable persistence of soíl narks on

sltes where subsoil features have disappear.ed entírely. This ínterpretation
is strengthened when the_ grubenhaus ls considered. Unlike the othe_r examples
åicãvateã at Barrow HitlttñTSTãs a remarkably insubstantial feature and

oiel iminary anhlysís indicates that it was 40 or 50cm sha'l'lower than other
äxamoles of the same floor area. Thls may give an idea of the height of the
Barr.bw in the Saxon period. A very simi'lar barrow at Maxey in the Welland'
Valley had been built out of turf, and paËt of the mound had been preserved
1n sltu beneath a medieval headland.
- -Second'ly, 

there can be 1f ttle doubt that this monument had been in use
at the same time as the Abingdon causewayed enclosure, whÍch has radiocarbon
dates spannÍng the first half of the thírd millennium bc. Apart from one
sherd of Mortlake Ware from a high level in the barrow dítch, all the
ldentifiable prehistoric pottery consists of AbÍngdon I'lare. Like the leaf
shaped arrowhead, this might suggest a date ear'lier than about 2500 bc. At
the same time the polished blade and the'belt slider are types better known
ln northern England where a date of 2500 bc or later might be expected.
Economy of hypo.thesis therefore favours a date for the Barrow H,il'ls'mound
¿round the middle of the third millenium bc. This wouìd correspond to the
later use of the causewayed encìosure. The same ímpresslon is given by the
.burlal rite whích has a transitional aspect. Despite the fair'ly traditional
form of the mound, the burial of articulate males with grave goods marks a
new departure which continues into the Iater thfrd millennÍum bc. Such
burlals so far seem to postdate c. 2750 bc.

Lastly, the identificatÍon of this rather unusual cropmark enclosure as
a late 'long barrow may have impl ications for our understanding'of the
Neollthic burial rÍte in other parts of the country. There are two aspects
to thls questl'on. First, the Barrow Híl1s seque.nce closeìy resemb'les that at
Ior Barrow in Cranborne Chase, just as the U ditched mound wÍth its two ìarge'
post holes ls very similar do the Thickthorn long barrow'ín the same are.a.
Thls evidence empñaslses that the distlnctive'Crañborne Chasertype of long
barrow may not be tÍmited to that area. Secondly, the recognition that oval
crop mark enclosures ntay sometimes have been late ìong barrows may he]p toflìl a gap in the dfstribution of Neollthlc burial mõnuments on the river
graveìs and in other lowland areas. There is similar evidence coming to
ìlght ln other regions.

The Rlnq 0ltch
--IËlF¡t-op mark showed as four segments of a cf rcular enclosure 9m in
lnternal dlameter, lmpínging on another feature Ínterpreted as a frost crack.
An¡logy with siririla'r cloÈ marks at Dorchester-on-Thames suggested the
pgsslblllty of a Late Neollthlc date, thus allowlng us to follow the sequence
of burlal monuments from the long barrow into the following perlod.

Agaln the slte was excavated completely, a north-south baulk from the
dltch to the centre belng removed by hand, whl'lst the remalning ploughsoil
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'ras 
c]eared mechanically. Durfng the latter process a chisel ended

ir.ìtu.rr. arrowhead was found inside the enclosure. Subsequently, the ditch
was completelY excavated.

The four ditch segments varled considerably in their proportions and
fllling. The two shallowest lengths were to the west of the sÍte, towards
the position of the frost crack. The latter feature was fllled'with
ãoÀqlbmerate and the builders of the ring ditch had abandoned their eff,orts
wne-n the south-west length of the earthwork encountered this material. By

contrast, the two eastern lengths of dÍtÖh - those farthest removed from the '

positi.on of the frost crack - were appreciably deeper and these were the only
parts of the monument where there was evidence for the collapse of an,
interna'l bank or mound. The ring ditch had a wlde causeway on the'south-east
- a feature known on other Neollthlc and later sites - whiìst the wide gap to
the west was_perhaps- left because the bullders were so reluctant to dig into
the harder filling of the frost widge.

Three additiona'l features were found on this site. Just.insÍde the
rlng ditch was a,shallow pít, containlng no archaeologfcal mateiial. The
ext reme]y shal I ow termi nal of the southern di tch coñtai ned a few i nf ant
bones against the south-east entrance, but these were not well stratified,
whllst.a smal_-l pl-t iust outside the same entrance contaÍned an unaccompanled
cremation. The longest ditch segment revealed a discontinuous layer of
charcoal over'lying its primary filling. This should provide material for
radTo-carbon datíng. The same segment produced a number of flínt scrapers
and a sherd of Late_Beaker pottery in lts highest leveìs, and these proviðe a
terminus ante quem for the construction of this monument.
--ÃnalogJ¡fiîñ other other sites stiìt favours a Later Neolithic date for
thls mon_ument, but 1Íttle more can be said until the radiocarbon samp'les have
beerr analysed. 0n the other hand, this excavation already sheds ligirt on the
form of some monuments of this type. Normally, they are ínterpreted as
embanked enc'losures, ancestral to henge monuments and possibly used as
cremation cemeteries. Barrow HÌlls provides some evidence for a-different
reconstructíon. First, sieving of the ploughsoll over thÍs monument showed a
steady increase in the proportion of gravel to topsoil from the exteríor of
the ring di.tch to its centre. However thís is explaíned, lt seems to be
conslstent with the presence of. a round barrow rather than an embanked
enclosure. Thê same is suggested by the unusuaì layout of thÍs site.
Clearìy the builders avoÍded ãiggfng into the conglomeraie and preferred to
9.0ppqnsate by digging a deeper ditch on the opposÍte sÍde of the monument.
IhTs-hard'ly suggests that they intended to achieve a uniform distribution of
spoll around the edge of the site. Rather, the evidence for collapsed gravel
ln the two deeper sãgments of the ditch tmþties that the centre of'grãuíty õr
Ine excavated material was offset in order to faciìitate constructiõn. Againthls lmpìies the existence of an lnternal mound, rather than ã continùous
encì0sure. Analogy with the few undamaged NeolÍthic round barrows in
southern 

-Elgland^sugges_ts that any central Suriat might have been at ground
llvel: If so, it would have been removed by the plough, and onlyihose
l1c9ndary burials set fr! pits or dug lnto the ¿itctr fillfng ôould be èxpectedto survlve. Thís may be what happened on some of the excavated siies atDorchester-on-Thames. -r r -"- - -" :;;:^: -'

Tu+tisHture showed as a rins of pits about 15m in diameter enclosinj
ll l..qy of simÍlar features with tless obvious ground plan. .This site wai
!$lpqed mechtnical'ly, apart from an east west bauìk crosslng the diameter ofthe plt clrcle, whích was excavated by hand. The site ha-s normally been
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lnterpreted on the basls of air photographs as either a pÍt circle comparabìe
to the early henges at Dorchester-on-Thames or as a multlple post circle
rather like Woodhenge.
. Despite the presence of Later Neollthlc f'lfntwork ln the ploughsoÍl and

even on the surface of these features, only one pit is centafnly of
prehistoric date. This contalned a flint scraper, an unpolished flint üê,
iltnt debitage, animal bones, a large fragment of ant'ler and sherds of
Abingdon Hare. It had been cut by a Saxon grubenhaus. Several other pits fn
thliarea contained much smal ler quantitiESiT!-piGhistoric materiá1, but
could fi.ttotttttlriiltitself dates from the late rgth century and was dus
tþrough the f i I ì Í ng of the grubenhat¡s. The píts were sha:ll ow and f 'lat
bottomed and contained a ratffiñFfllting ilistinct from the overlying
ploughsoil. This is interpreted as plant bedding and contained pieces of
brick, ti'le, slate and wire, as well as pottery dating from th,e 1880's or
1890's. It is klqll that a large number of trees were planted näar to l,líck
Ha'll in about 1890 and several cfrcular pìantations stÍJl exist in the
surrounding area today. The simplest interpretation ís that these features
were also the resu'lt of late Victorfan Jandscaping and that eÍther the trees
falled to take or this particular plantation was abandoned at an earìy stage.
',{hilst thls excavatÍon does not ádvance our understandíng of the Néolithic
sequence in. the Thames .va.lley, it may still have wider impl ications for our
lnterpretation of air photographs.

The Bronze Age Barrows - Ctaire Halpin

In 1983 a long s_eason (from April to December) of week-end digging was
unde.rtaken byJeff l,lallis and members of the Abingdon Archaeological- Socìety,
¡sslsted by locaì vo'lunteers. A prominent feãture of the-Barrow Hili;
cropmark complex ís the Bronze Age barrow cemetery which consists of 17
barrows (now levelled) al igned in two rows, p'lus outl iers. Three barrows
(l,los. 1, 12 and 13) and adjaðent sma'll ring ditttres are to be affected by the
new housing scheme and the first season-of excavatíon was concentratêd on
these monuments.

No trace of the original mounds or Bronze Age ground surface have
survJved. due to pìoughing ãnd the plough soil itseli ii remarkab'ly shallow
!c. .¡ucm). Topso_i'l clearance over the centreb of the barrows has produced a
sparse scatter of worked flint, lncluding three barbed and tanged àrrowheads
over the area of Barrow 1, which may have origínally been deiosited Ín the
T9l^9.J1:. comparable to those found- ln the moind of- sairòw- +ã, ôióñiänsià,xil (1949, 6 ).

The central grave of Barrow I contained cremated bones and wood ash,
!!e tw.o cl early seþarated. Three i tems accompani ed the cremation: a much
corroded bronze knlfe dagger, a bone pln and Ëone tweezers. Fragments of
lllther wlth punched and geometric de'sign may indicate a bag tn únich the
grave^goods were placed. From the south-east quadrant of the ¿itcn of Barrow
1-!._20 sherds of decorated Saxon pottery of 5th/early 6th centur:y date and
Iltqmqnts _of crernated bone were found, and may represent a Saxon secondaryourlaì. Despite extensive dltch dlgglng no finds were made wlthin thäprlmary fill.' -i ' ¡ ,

,,-- Pre-dating the small ring-dftch adJacent to Barrow 1 a.flat grave wasqlscovered. It consfsted of a fragmentary burial (two leg bones) acðompanled,oy òn al ì-over-corded beaker. The centra] burial of thi s smal'l rinq-ditchr¡s remarkably fine. It contained a crouched burla'|, an adult male.- Closd
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The Roman 9emetery - R A Chambers

The presence of a cemetery on thls slte t

:#t'üi:iïii*;;îi;{:[iî;,i¡l;;:tr:i!iJË'^'.i{.ii.i,i':r*åïî{:ï:.'lîå
.,,..,Í';åJ,l.iüLí.'J.''.i','i.T".å'''üTå;í. 'iÍiå','id}.!^i',T"f .üLîf 

iio.[l
iit century 19 *ith a serfes of crenations, an unknown numben of üñicn frive
uãen paLl1.l]L or compl.!gly pl ou.shed out dul!!g t_t'e medievat Ë;ioä-o;
íãt.r.. Jl._,:ltt-iest cremation which can be confidently dated ls a greyware
uin .onttÍning a sma'l'l 2nd century AD_0xford product greyware beakei.= iñii
ðremation appears to have been the onlybu.rial to receive Ìts own, private
smell enclosure.. Several late Roman .period _cremations vrere al so disèou.rãá,
iome accompanied by an Oxford product colour coat pottery beaker. f ft,i
earllest colour coat beaker may have been manufactured in the late 3rd
century although the maiority of the beakers belonged to the 4th century and
all were well worn. Each of the'later cremations had been buríed in Élain
domestic pots,'some of whfch were made in a coarsely gritten shelly fabníc
dateable to the 4th and early 5th centurles AD. None, of the intact
cremations appear to have had retaínlng lids. All of the vesse'ls were buried
in an upright position (mouth upwards). Severaì cremation burial'pits did
not penetrate the gravel. The survival of such shallow features was due
almost entirely to the protectlon they were afforded by the rldges of the
medieval open field system.

The cemetery also contained 47 lnhumation graves each grave contafning
a sing'le skeìeton. Thirty slx of the inhumation graves were arranged ín a
broad north-south line. These graves may have been a'l igned on a major
topographical feature such as a trackway or hedgerow for which no other
archaeological evidence has survived. In each of the thÍrty síx north-south
glaves the body had been laid head northwards..'These graves reflected many
0t the customs prevalent at the time inc'ludíng decapitation and prone burial.
Several graves contaíned evidence of coffins ánd severa'l graves each
c,.o|-ta.ined a 4th century 0xford product colour coated pottery beaker. A
child's- grave inc'luded hóbnail boois, bracelets and glass'beads.'

A further eleven inhumations grouped at the southern end of the
llltftery were orientated west-east. None.o'f these graves produced any grave
goods.

.,_- .Ihit small cemetery displayed several important features which suggest
IlSt.it is of a differenl ctraraèter to the usi¡al small rural Roman peïioa
cemetery of the Upper Thames Valley. The cremation and inhumatíon graries allrespected each óiher, none cut each other. This ls unusua'l -in smallcemeteries spanning thé whole or maJor part ór the Roman pe.ióã and indfcates
:'j::l|e graves had been carefully marked, fncludfng at least some of the
:::'Jlr,l qns. The dated 2 nd century crematl on, severál of the adul t north-
;::::l_,_nnumatlons and the late Roman perlod crematlons al I had a comlnon
lll"'.111' a smal'l pottery beaker sugþestl ng ô contlnuous local burial'' gt¡r rrorl spanning the 2nd to 4th or early Sth centurles AD.

r¡¡o¡Yr_ne.r features of the cemetery were that almost all of the inhumations
;;"":,i,.,uastr. ôrd that three of the four decapf tations displayed similar butu'ruùuö.| postures for thi s ri tual .
ot ***Ynlil the specialist reports have been completed no detailed analysis
ir"ì'i's,,cemetery is possible. However the burial customs exhibited in thís
socì,i u¡screte cemetery suggest a burial ground.servfng a small', closed-vvrcr group with strong, long-tived tradftio-ns, possibly'a-locally i'mportant
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'land owning famiìy.
There Ís no di rect evi dence to 'link ih¿ -excavated in the 1970's close uy 

-äiiurton'öårjll 
s 
-cemetery wi th the vi l'la

have been heav'i1y occupied during the Roman *j;^, lhe- whole area is known t0
i nhum ati on cemetery excavu,.o,n|orå;ffir 

,iitiÌr;:i*.^^üå..#,,iä.llr*r_.J::ïdÍsplayed slmilar qualities to the Barrow Hiils cemetery.

The Anglo-Saxon Sett'lement - Christopher Scull .

and,].ïf".';Jîål!::'d]i!i!!::|ffiiitiìH,.'¡'gï.#iî?:,,,,îå::,
revealed by topsoil strippÍng during the summer.

The maiority of the grubenhauser exposed Ín ,luly had been excavated byseptember. They varíed íïi-ffiTFõñ'feátures lrn- deep and 4.5m square to ashallow 3m x 2.5m scraping. All had a centra'l gaute--pJst';ì-;iihãr' en¿, 
,.n¿

several had internal pos.t and stake holes. In some cases thè ñ,;ï;tipalp0:ls lppear to have been rep'l aced duri ng the I i¡;- oî'-tñä- Uii'i'ãi ñô,
indic_ating that these structures were well máintained ànd-ruv'ñuuu-u..n íñ
use for a considerab'le time. No working or occupation sr.'fäcàs ñave been
found associated with any of the sunken features, ánd no enõsion of tt. sides
and bases of the features has been observed. These factors suggest that al Iof the grubenhauser so far excavated had boarded f'loors abo-vi the sunkenarea. IîEfFõT-dõñê3tic ref use, ínc'luding burnt I imestone, anlmal bones,
broken bone'combs, pins and pottery fra!ments, some beaiing lncised oi
stamped decoration, have been recovered from all the sunken features, and
some partly worked animal bones and sawn-off horn cores provide evldence of
bone worki ng on the si te. However, nearìy a'l I such materi a'l has come from
residual contexts w'ithÍn what may be del iberate backfil'l of the pit of each
abandoned and dismantled grubenhaus. There is no evíde
debris from occupation or craïtwõ-rtr accumulated in the p

nce , to suggest that
it of any grubenhaus

while fi: iill:Jlï.litit;l.i':ïrrctures were rectaneuìar and. approximaterv 7m
'long x 3.Srir wide. The re'lativ'e depths of the posi-holes índicate that the
wa'l-ls, rather than the gabìe-ends, bore the'weight.of the. roof' 0ther
compl exes of post and sta-ke ho1es may represent f'limsier timber structures
and fence lines.

Ang'lo-Saxon settl ement on the s'ite was esta b'l i shed durf ng the f i rst
hal f of the Sth century. How long it lasted has not Yet been determíned, but
there is evidence to suggest that the síte was not occuP ied afte¡^ the end of
the 6th century. However, furt her fl nds maY force a revfslon of thfs
prel ìmînary assessment.

The summer excavation has shown that topso Í'l stri PP ing must contlnue on

a I arge sca'le ost-b ui 1 t structures and

rubenhauser a

s between P

It is not Po sslbl e to ldentlfY llvfng
un S r0m

i f the re'lati onshi p
re to be establ lshed.
cropmark evidence.

R.LLRIGHT: Tre*-illilnljuål'lå;r; 
iiSi:io'åH:';3åu, 8s54, Bs60'

12252, t2zst, îzllz;' sP 295 310)
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c om p ì 
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bar¡row with megalithic remaÍns known from antÍquarÍan sources to have stoodin the field west of the King Stone; the I'thispering KnÍghtsi and the stone
cairn dÍscovered 'last year immediately next to the King Stone

The barrow with ìarge stones west of the King Stone field was wel'l
í'llustrated at the end of the lSth century, and a plan of it ín relationshlp
to the Stones themselves which is preserved in the Bod1eian is clearly very
accurate as it gives the correct dimensions between the three main monuments.
The excavation could thus be accurately sited and it demonstrated that no
trace of a barrow or of a buried ground surface survives. There was no trace
of a burial at the centre of the mound as shown on the plan, but since it Ís
unclear whether it was a long barrow or a round one, and there Ís no need for
burials to be cut into bedrock, this is not significant. No sign of quarries
was found, but again without evidence for the shape of the mounä their
position was not predictable. The barrow may well have been remclved soon
after it was illustrated (perhaps in the process of quarrying for enc'losure
walìs and road metaì'l,ing) as it was descrÍbed then as "a fallen stone on a
mound undermined .

Trenches round the ï{hispering Knfghts desÍgned to locate traces of a
mound and/or quarries associated with a possibìe lbng barrow also showed that
no substantial features remain. Immediately next to the raÍtings of the
tlhisperîng Knights beyond the extent of ploughing the undisturbed soil
beneath the monument was covered by a thin layer of small rubble. Larger
stones over thís may be stones placed round the rai'lings to prevent the pãth
getting too muddy._:Except on the east side no trace of the origÍna1 ioil
survived: steam-ploughing earlier this century had cut iñto Ùtre top of
bedrock well below the modern level of ploughing. 0n the east side'the
undisturbed soil contalned Neolithic, Iron-Age.and Roman sherds. The
occurrence of the latter very close to the WhisperÍng Knights suggests thatif there ever was much of a mound lt may have bebn removed-by the-ãnd of theprgfjstoric period. The west side of the trackway leading-to the Iron Age
settìement on the other side of the road to the north, whr.ch was examinãd
last year, was found again.

The small scale trial work on the sfte of the cairn found last year by
the Kí_ng Stone, was intended simply to define its shape, eiamÍne the éentrai
area f_or signs of a chamber and further assess Íts preservations. Only the
topsoil and other disturbances were excavated. The cäirn Ís c'ircuìar and has
what app€ars to be an Íntact. chamber or cist though its form was unclear
without further rdmoval of superficlal caÍrn materiai. Some dÍsturbance had
occurred on the east side as a result of the construction of the Royal
Observer corps bunker, but this does not seem to be too serious.

Examinatlon of carbonlsed materlal'from last year's wonk has Just
b-egy¡: One of the crematÍons by the cairn incl udes tribers of onion couch,
familiar from Bronze Age cremations at the Ashvll'le Tradlng Estate, Abingdon
and.Mount-Farm, Berinsfield. The Iron Age sample f ncl udes ipe'lt wtreat añd a
variety of weed seeds. One sarnple from ã pit includes fragments of degraded
bone, a copro'lf te and some small pebble-ll'ke obJects whicñ mqy be tafewormcists. These suggest that the pi't may have been used as a ceis pit w'hen it
was being back filled.

SHRIVENHAM BY-PASS - See Watchfield
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STANTON HARC0URT: Grave'lly Guy - George Lambríck
(PRN 8281 8286; SP 403 054)

Excavations on this extensive Iron Age and Roman site were carried out
from mid-September until Christmas 1983. The-layout of the Iron Age

settl enent is particul ar'ly c'lear cut. A dense ì inear spread. of pits is
delÍmited by notably straÍgit rectil inear edge-s on one side and jt clearly
respects tw-o areas 

-encloseã by roughty pe_nanu'lar gul I i es. or di tches on .the
oth'er. Ttre pits range from edrly t9 rnld Iron Age, though mos.t have rather
titile domestic reñuse, and the latest ones encroach on the penanul-ar
gullies, though not on tñe areas they surround. One of these areas contains
ñumeroui posf holes possÍbìy, though not c'learìy, .representing a house. Two

other houjes, evÍdent'from circles óf post holes 'lÍe adjacent to the main pit
cluster, and seem to have been encroached upon by the pÍts after.demoìition.
Three 4'post structures (?granaries) form a row adiacent to I .gap .o¡ path
through itre pit cluster. 0ñe of these'structures _iq cìearly cut.by the pits'
anothõr was äut by one of the post built houses. Thg_pits 19ry in sÍze, some

are large classii storage pits, others are much smaller. The density of the
pits anã the.absence ofmuch intercutt:ing,_particularly bet_ween the ìarge
Itorage pits, suggests that they were dug fairly system.aticll'ly. Some were
left õperi lorig enóúgh for their ii¿es to itart slumping iñ, others vrere back-
rilledrntii:.tll: ::ittl.i:ii'is bounded by a_shar row_heaviry recut ditch,
the latest partí of which seem to be ear'ly Roman. The boundary. marks a

remarkably élear-cut division between the south-east side of the site where
only lron-Age materiaì has been found and the north-west side which is alnlost
eiciusivel! Roman. The main features here are sonle v9r.y ìarge hol.es, ole
vàry aeep o-ne surrounded by heavily recut pitches (which_respect th-e m.ain
UouñOaryi was a well c.3.5rñ deep. Tñis had a ramp wÍth shallow steps leading
down tõ it, A very shallow wide pít with a dltch round the bottom and a

slight ramp from a gap in the dltch may be the begínnings of a gravel pi!. .A
if,ii¿ larde pÍt of iimil ar form b_ut deeper was cut through a concentric
ãomplex of råcut dítches whose outlln-e at least at one stage was hexagonal.
Th.e"function of thjs feature remalns a mystery at present. A large
rectanguìar enclosure laid out from the line of the maín boundary across-the
site ii a'lso Roman, but its north-west side may have orig-inated às an Iron
Age boundary. A number of irregular s_coops adJacent to this. are interpreted
ai casual giavel digging. There was also a Roman cremation in this area''

A fe-w earlieñ-prõhistoríc features are suspected but-not excavated as

Jet, though one poss'i bte tree cl earancq-plt has produced ?8ea_ker. pottery-
inei.e is ã geneial scatter of worked flint on ihe site,_ Jncludlng-a few
pieces of Mãsolithic date, but otherwlse mainly late Neolithic and Bronze
Age.

I,IATCHFIELD: Shrivenham By-pass - R A Chambêrs and Chrlstopher Scull
(PRN 13,455; St¿ 2325/89251

Much materia'l of archaeological lmportance has been discovered during
the inftÍal stages of the construðtlon of the Shrivenhan by-pass.

Mr J. Siñpson, assisted bi other members of the Shriventiam LocEl
'History Society,'has-recorded extènsfve remains of a Roman period'sett'lement
welt õt the Hiéhworth Road. Pits, ditches, cobbled areas and areas of dark
sõil t,ure all yielded much pottery. An extensive spread of large limestone
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rubble indicated the presence of a substantia'l stone bui'lding on, or just
bãvõ^¿ the edge "f; t¡å.by-pass. Several Roman coins have been recovered for
-tñä-öÃU -UV 

meirOeri oi ttrti l,iyvern Metal Detector Cl ub.

An importanl stn-otn 
-century 

Anglo-saxon. cemetery has been dÍscovered

at the nortfrern''.n¿'oi tñã Uyipasé. in l'latchfleld parish (NGR centred

suz490/9075 pRñ' 13'igéi. 
- 
rtre-'si'te 

-has 
ar so provided a collectìon of

Neol i thic-Bronze',qgã'n iïiwo.r unã'.*li-iron Àge'settlement features-
The cemetery was ¿lscovereã ,ñen the:mechanical excavation of a

roadside drainagã''ciJü .üäììåã iñe remains of four human skeletons. The

excavation team'i.;l;;; ;;'i;;ñ"-'Hìril,-nãûev .was transferred to the bv-

pass for six days to eüauate anã reco.d itre rerñains wlthin the area affected

by the by-pass. iù- ióì-.w countii .n¿ ìr'ä lon-tractors kindlv made this time

avail able.
The conditions under which the graves were excavated were far from

Ídeal. previous to the discovery-ór-iñe'.emetery heavy machinery had removed

the top soit. rrrä tîñent.ï.iËr'i'oi inã-rãcñinerv liad cracked and crushed

the underrying ,iãräIäi- materiuÌ"ãrttoïôrr metar obiects survived remarkablv

i ntact.
The existence of lron Age and posslbly earlier features ln the subsoil

made the identification of grauãs ih tne nãavi'årã.i;tát loam d ¿trrtcult
and time-consuming task.

A total of twenty-seven lnhumations of early Anglg-lgxgn ga!g' aligned

west_east and north-south, *..."äiðãvaiã¿._ unstrátified finds indlcate that

this was not tnä'òiiélìäï nr*ulr'àïbiiùrs rn the area, and it is posliqJe

that a consÍderable number of giávãs wãie-¿estroyed before the nature of the

sitg was rgcognisgd. ,.--- rL^ ri--+ h:
The ear.liest burial excavated may date from the first half of the Sth

'century AD, but-*õsi-ate of the-iãi.tãth-;t 6th century' These include the

grave of a woman luriã¿ with a Ñr o¡.gttt--Uronze saucêr brooches, and iron

cloak-pin, a pair of bronze tweeiãri ãnd-a s-t1lng of amber beads, and that of

a warrior buried with hi, tnoid'ù.!i' srriel¿, rnife- and a.bronze cauldron

which may have-u..n' made ín tne-hnìheland. Anoiher ma'le buría'l contained an

i ron kn i f e uni-i.on-ini .l ¿-6o'Ji, 
'-añ 

ãl a-uoiáte bronze bel t buckl e and

fittinEs, and a baì'ance-insi¿e iñãl.rãinJ of a leather and bronze case which

åi;; ióñtained weights and Roman coins'
0ther finds Ínc]ude . n*¿.ï uùcket with bronze and iron bindings and

an i ron hand.r.,-ãnå"ã'iããon¿ orõñi. caur dron. The quaì.i ty and quanri.ty -of
the grave goods appear to in¿täaie that thÍs was dhe burying ground of a

weal thy and important comm*i tJ. . unrortunate.ly, Ie do not know what

proportion of the originaì ".täi.w 
it repre.sented Ú the excavated burials'

and this placej"J.uãr.' cónstrainl!ïpo¡ tl','g .f nterpretation of the sÍte'
The gAU woutd tike to ti1å;k öxlorâstrire Cdunty_ Council., the engineers

'and contractors for allowing'Ëi.avation to take i'tace and for províding
mach I nery.

The oAU wu]d also ìike to thank the local volunteers who ïelped with
the excavatlon and those wno mii-nt;i;;¡ ä *a{c¡ over the slte whi'lst the road

cuttins vras maðrrine¿. The gAú'i;-;ïtõ-gliiãiul to Guy Grainser and to Kevin

Harvey, Sal'ly Jones and Gwen pe¿¿eiìf -the Unit'j Ma-npower 
-servlces Scheme

ïõr *iîfin9 úntil after dark to complete the excavatlon.
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