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Summary

Between the 11" and 12" of March 2009, Oxford Archaeology East carried out an
archaeological watching brief on three test pits at the base of a retaining wall
skirting Castle Hill mound in Cambridge. (TL445 591). The skirting wall ran along
the southern edge of the base of the castle mound. The monitoring was carried out
during the investigation by Atkins Engineering Solutions of the walls foundation. The
test pit monitoring revealed that the ground had been heavily disturbed in the
modern period. The disturbed fills contained pottery from the Roman and medieval
periods, as well as Post-Medieval and modern ceramics. No archaeological
features were recorded.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1.1

An archaeological investigation was undertaken by Oxford Archaeology East at the
request of Quinton Carroll of Cambridgeshire Archaeology (Cambridgeshire County
Council) on behalf of Atkins Engineering Solutions.

The work was carried out in accordance with a Brief issued by Cambridgeshire
Archaeology and included the monitoring of tests pits excavated as part of a
geotechnical investigation into a retaining wall and its footings on the Clare College
side of Castle Mound, Cambridge.

2 GEeoLoGgY AND TOPOGRAPHY

211

The underlying geology of the site where the test pits were located consists of sand
and gravels overlying natural chalk marl however the test pits were only cut into a
mixture of redeposited garden topsoil and subsoils. In trench one however where
evidence of a GPO telegraph pole were found lenses of the redeposited natural chalk
marl were also encountered. The area is dominated by the castle mound or motte
which rises to an approximate height of 32.36mOD giving it a strategically important
position overlooking the River Cam.

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.1.4

Iron Age Settlements

The strategic position of Castle Hill overlooking the River Cam has attracted settlement
for over 2000 years. The earliest settlements date back to the late Iron age and
consisted of a large area enclosed by a ditch and bank.

Roman Period

A small Roman fort is thought to have existed on the site in AD 60/61 which may have
been established as a result of the Boudecian revolt. The fort survived until the early
2nd century when it was demolished and a grid of streets (Insulae) were laid out
parallel to Akeman Street.. At this time an imperial guest house or Mansio was built
and elsewhere in the town (known as Duroliponte) small houses with associated yards
were established. A decline in the 3™ century was followed by a resurgence of fortunes
in the 4th century AD. A substantial wall of Barnack stone was constructed around the
town demolishing buildings along its course.

The Norman Castle

In 1086 William the Conqueror ordered a castle to be built at Cambridge (Grantabrycge
the name of the Saxon town). The Domesday book records that 27 houses were
demolished to make way for its construction. Like other Norman castles Cambridge
Castle consisted of a Motte and Bailey. The motte was a central mound of chalk rubble
on which would have stood a wooden keep. The Bailey was an enclosed area in front
of the motte, which would have contained the living quarters and service buildings for
the castle inhabitants. The Norman motte is the clearest visible reminder of the history
of Cambridge castle on the site today.

The Edwardian castle
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Having fallen into neglect by the early 13th century, Cambridge castle was remodelled
in stone by Edward 1 in 1283-1306. a large stone curtain wall was constructed,
together wit an elaborate barbican controlling entrance to the bailey. Inside the bailey
were a chapel, a three-storey Great Hall and a kitchen, providing accommodation fit for
the king. Much of the castle had fallen into disrepair by Tudor times, and quantities of
stone were removed for use in building the Cambridgeshire colleges. The gatehouse
survived as a prison until its demolition in 1841.

Civil War defences

At the outbreak of the English Civil war in 1642, Cambridge Castle was brought back
into military use, this time as an artillery fortress. The ditches were re-dug and large
earthen diamond shaped bastions were constructed at three corners of the defensive
circuit , which also contained a barrack block. Earthworks to the east of Shire hall are
the visible remains of these fortifications. Recent excavations on castle Street revealed
the large ditch that surrounded the south-eastern bastion. The fort never saw action
and was decommissioned in 1647.

The County Goal

In 1802-1807 a stater of the art goal was built on the site and the Shire Hall courts
were added in 1841. This elaborate ltalianate building remained on the site until its
demolition in 1953. The present Shire Hall was built in 1931-32 to designs by county
architect H.H. Dunn and used materials from the demolished County goal.

4 MeTHODOLOGY

4.1.1  The objective of this watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible the
presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

4.1.2 The area of investigation was located at three separate locations along the base of the
retaining wall at the foot of the castle mound.

4.1.3 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales digital
photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

4.1.4 Site conditions were dry and overcast. The steepness of the bank made accesses a
little difficult. A moderate amount of modern rubbish littered the excavation areas.

5 REsuLts

5.1 Test Pit One

5.1.1 Test pit 1 was located at the foot of the retaining wall of the castle mound and had a

width of 1.90m, a length of 1.30m and a depth of 1.20m (see Fig 2). Due to a large
amount of disturbance by the erection of a GPO telegraph pole no archaeological
features were detected although a small amount of 19th and 20th century pottery was
found within the topsoil layer . Test pit one was dug through a dark grey silty topsoil into
re deposited layers of dark greyish brown subsoil and natural chalk marl.
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Test Pit Two

The second test pit was dug at the junction where the the old and the new curtain wall
met. (See Fig 2). The older wall is thought to be somewhere in the region of a hundred
and fifty years old and the newer wall was probably constructed sometime during the
early to mid twentieth century. Test pit 2 was dug to a depth of 1.0m and had a
maximum width of 1.15m. The subsoil consisted of dark grey brown silty material mixed
with natural chalk marl, this existed to a depth of 0.65m and was overlain by a dark
grey silty clay topsoil, this had a maximum depth of 0.35m. This area again was heavily
truncated by modern construction, in this case, the chimney from an under croft
situated just 0.50m from the edge of the test pit. A moderate amount of pottery was
found in the test pit and this dated from the Roman period through to the 20th century.
Unfortunately due to this modern disturbance none of the pottery can be assigned to a
secure context.

Test Pit Three

Test pit 3 was situated between the curtain wall and the rear of the under croft (See Fig
2). The test pit was dug to a maximum depth of 1.40m and a width of 1.20m. Test pit 3
was dug into an area of backfilled mid to dark grey silty grey backfilled soils relating to
the construction of the nearby under croft, so only heavily disturbed ground was
encountered. Pottery varying from the Romano- British period to the twentieth century
was found throughout the backfilled material.

6 Discussion AND CONCLUSIONS

6.1
6.1.1

Conclusion

All three test pits situated at the base of the curtain wall were dug into heavily disturbed
ground. Test pit 1 was dug in an area where previously a GPO telegraph pole was
situated, and test pits 2 and 3 were located in an area where the ground had been
truncated by the construction of an under croft relating to a nearby building so no
archaeological features were encountered. Pottery dating from the Roman period to the
twentieth century was found in varying amounts throughout all three test pits but again
could not be assigned to any secure context and could have easily come from
anywhere in the locality. Given the general location of the test pits Archaeological
features could exist but at a greater depth.
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Figure 1 Location of the watching brief area (red)
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Figure 2 Location of the test pits overlain on client survey
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Plate 2: Test pit 2

© Oxford Archaeology East Report Number 1105



oxford

ON "R,

'(lv'g{ N“i

\STE,
SN

.0

O‘YO

Head Office/Registered Office

JanusHouse
Osney Mead
Oxford OX20ES

t:+44(0) 1865 263800
fi+44 (0)1865 793496
e:info@thehumanjourney.net
w:http://thehumanjourney.net

OANorth

Mill 3
MoorLane
LancasterLAT11GF

t:+44(0) 1524 541000

fi+44(0) 1524 848606
e:oanorth@thehumanjourney.net
w:http://thehumanjourney.net

OAEast

156 TrafalgarWay
BarHill
Cambridgeshire
CB238SQ

t:+44(0)1223 850500

fi+44(0)1223 850599
e:oaeast@thehumanjourney.net
w:http://thehumanjourney.net/oaeast

OAMéditerranée

115Rue Merlot
ZACLalouvade
34 130Mauguio
France

1:4+33(0)4.67.57.86.92
f:+33(0)4.67.42.65.93
e:oamed@oamed.fr
w: http://oamed.fr/

Director:DavidJennings, BAMIFAFSA

Oxford ArchaeologicalUnitisa
Private Limited Company, N°: 1618597
andaRegistered Charity, N°: 285627



