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Victoria ancl Albert Museunr, I(ensington, London.

Recordilrg of North Wing mosaic floor.

1 Introduction

The Oxford Archaeological Unit (OAU) was conirnissioned by the Victoria and Albert
Museum to undertake a survey of the rnosaic floor to the north wing of the museum

buildings (fonner Royal College of Art) in advance of building work to convert the
space to X-ray laboratories, photographic laboratories and conservation workshops.
As a part of this building work, certain areas of tlie mosaic are to be lifted, while the
remainder is to be left in. slr¿¿ but coverecl over. The purpose of the survey,
therefore, was to produce arì accurate clrawn record of the rnosaic floor as it stands

at present. A photographic survey of the niosaic was also undertaken by Paul
Robbins of the V&A photograpltic department.

2 Brief descriptiolr of the nrosaic floor

2.1 The mosaic floor (maxiniurn dirnensions: 57.5m x 12rn) fonns the present floor of
the former Royal College of Art in the north wing of the Victoria and Albert Museum
buildings at Exhibition Road, Kensington, Lonclon. The rnosaic does not, however,
appear to have been origirrally laicl for the present building and is likely to have been

a part of the former 'north cloister' shown on various niid-late 19th century plans of
the nruseurn (see 2.2,below).

2.2 The mosaic floor cornprises a total of 131 decorative motifs of eleven individual
designs (a-h, plus â*, b*, ancl c* which are variants of motifs a, b and c respectively)

arranged on a grid pattern over the full extent of the floor. The motifs are located

on alternate points on tlie gricl, the blank points being occupied by a repeated diamond

motif comprising 16 red tesserae (the 'spacer' motif). A number of the motifs have

been fully or partly destroyed by the insertion of brick encased steel uprights to
support the upper floors which suggests that the nrosaic was not originally laid for the

existing building, but probably for the fbrnrer 'north cloister'. The mosaic is bounded

on all but it's eastern eclge (where it has been destroyecl) by a decorative mosaic

border of a running scroll design (see fìg. 12). A nurnber of service inspection holes

within the floor area appear to respect, ancl are therefore probably contemporary with,
the mosaic.

2.3 A second section of mosaic is located to the north of the main area (area B on fig.
3). This mosaic is of a different ancl nruch sinrpler design cornprising a repeated

pattern of mosaic tiles (see fìg.13) whicli correlate to form a pattern of adjoining
circles. There is no reason to believe that this nlosaic is contemporary with the main

floor and was probably laid at the tinle of the conversion of the building from the
north cloister to it's present fonn.
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3 Recording Strategy

3.r An overall plan of tlie mosaic t'loor was procluced at a scale of 1:50, recording the
position of each of the l3l motifs, the location of service inspection holes, and areas

of mosaic previously disturbecl by the insertion of service pipes or the building of
internal partition walls. This plan is in two parts (east and west) and is reproduced
here at a scale of 1:100 (see fìgs. 2 &.3).

3.2 Each of the eleven individual decorative nlotifi was recorcled on site at a scale of 1: 1,

taking note of tlie colouration of indiviclual tesserae. These plans are reproduced here
at a scale of 1:4.

3.3 A representative section of the decorative mosaic border was recorded on site at a
scale of 1 : 1, again taking note of the colouration of the inclividual tesserae. This plan
is reproduced here at a scale of l:4.

3.4 The points on the grid not occupied by one of the eleven principal decorative motifs
were markecl by the 'spacer' rnotif - a red diamortd comprising 16 tesserae. An
example of this niotif was recorded on site at a scale of 1:1 and is reproduced here
at a scale of 1:4.

3.5 A sample mosaic tile fionl area B was recorded on site at a scale of 1:1, and is
reproduced here at a scale of 1:4. The nranner in which these tiles correlate to form
the design of acljoining circles is shown in fig. 3.

Oxford Archaeological Unit
February 1994

4

[4C:\WS\RIC\VARCAì



Tl
oq

Fl
c)

lÞ
C)

;í

+.

I

=

oa
Ø

f
=rta

o
U)

o

¿
o
U1
Ð
ô
o

o

o

@
.f-r-sì- ;

Þ\(-
@a
k--1-

{-1
)l

ú
IUA

oo
E-
(J
r-f
ol-

>-iI-*;.*

/1\ |rrlQrô ,rã* we+&?, Ãv ítû'lóÉøøtao 'v 'ì/
,l I o

NORfH WI Ncj I
o

u

@- --

@-

wÊsT
W¡NG

N6

THY
ñEä-iõìîô-----'r;lÈs¡d t
e+i1l

loô ü0"

t

i8u lLo ¡No

----&-.-
SCIENCE



Decorative mosaic border (see sheet 5)

Location of decorative mot,if (see sheets 3 & 4)

Serv ices

Mosaic destroyed

Steel uprights
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Key to Figs. 4 - 17

Colour of Tesserae

Dark blue/grey

Light blue/grey

Yellow

Red
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Fig. 4: Motif a
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Fig. 5: Motif b
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Fig. 6: Motif c.
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Fig. 7: Motif cl
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Fig. 8: Motif e.
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Fig. 9: Motif f
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Fig. l0: Motif g
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Fig. I l: Motif h.
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Fig. 12: Representative section of decorative nrosaic borcler
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Fig. l3: Sanrple nrosaic tile (Area B)
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Fig. 14: Motif a*

Fig. 15: lvlotif bx'
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Fig. 16: Motif c*

Fig. 17: 'SPacer' motif

0 10 5Ocm



-.. ; ---!_::,:r+"1- .,-

-'t

I

I
)

ì
I

I

I
)

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT
Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford, OX2 OES

Telephone: 01865 243888 Fax: 01865 793496

Drector: David Miles 8.4., F.S.A., M.I.F.A.
Oxford Archaeological Unit Limited. Registered Office: Janus House, Osrrey Mead
Re.gistered Charitv Number:285ti27 Private Limited Companv Nunrber: l61t]597

)

l

ì

)

J

J

_l

_l

-J

I

J

J


