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Land Adjacent to 10 Amwell Place, Cholsey, Oxfordshire

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF REPORT
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SUMMARY

in September 2002 Oxford Archaeology carried out an archacological watching brief at fand
adjacent 1o 10 Amwell Place, Cholsey, Oxfordshire (NGR SU 589 865). The work was
commissioned by Domel & Co in advance of the construction of a house and services. The
weatching briof revealed no archacological features other than 19th century garden features
relating (o recd beds for basket weaving,

! INTRODUCTION

I.1 Location and scope of work

LT In September 2002 Oxford Archacology (OA) carried out an archacological watching
bricl at fand adjacent to 10 Amwell Place, Cholsey, Oxfordshire (Fig. 1), The work
was commissioned by Domek & Co in respect of a planning application for the
canstruction of a house and services (Planning Application No, POWOE98),

1.2 A project brief was set by Paul Smith, County Archacological Officer [or
Oxfordshire County Couneil.

L3 OA prepared a Writlen Scheme of Investigation detailing how it would meet the
requirements of the bricl.

1.2 Geology and topography

12,1 The site lies on Lower Chalk at 250 1 above QD The site is situated off Amwetl
Place to the west and is ¢0.] hectares in area.

1.3 Archacoclogical and historical background

1.3.1  The archaeological background to the watching brief was prepared for the WSI for the
project (OA, 2002) and is reproduced below.

1.3.2  The Dorchester-Silchester Roman Road runs less than 50 m to the west of the
application area and Roman occupation remains have been found nearby. A coin of
Constantine 15t (PRN 7638) was found less than 100 m north-west of the
development site, whilst a number of Roman coins of 37d-4th ceptury date have been
found to the west of Honey Lane (PRN 2686, 7953).

1.3.3 A Saxon glass bead was found in 1965 on the western side of Cholsey (PRN 7637).
Medieval occupation evidence has been identified less than 50 m from the
application area (PRN 879} and further medieval remains were recorded at Cholsey
Vicarage in 1992 (PRN 5941).

1.3.4 InNovember 1999 the Oxford Archaeological Unit (OAU, now Oxford
Archacology) carried out a field evaluation at 10 Amwell Place, Cholsey (just to the
south of the development) followed by a watching brief in 2001. A medieval pit and
a medieval and post-medieval ditch were identified here. A watching brief at land to
the rear of Paternoster Lane recorded a post medieval ditch enclosure (OA, 2001).



Oxford Archacology Land Adjacent to 1 Amweli Place, Cholsey CHAMP 02
Archaeological Warching Brief Repare

2 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Aims

2.1.1  To identify and record the presence/absence, extent, condition, quality and date of
archaeclogical remains in the areas affected by the development.

2.1.2  Tomake available the results of the archaeological investigation.
2.2 Methodology

2.2.1  The area of the development site was firstly cleared and about 0.1 m of topsoil was
removed. The foundations of the new house were then marked cut and excavated
with a mini excavator using a 0.7 m wide toothless bucket. These were excavated (o
a depth of 7.5 m into the chalk or to the base of any feature.

2.2.2  All archaeological features were planned at a scale of 1:100 and where excavated
their sections drawn at scales of 1:20. All excavated features were photographed
using colour slide and black and white print film. A general photographic record of
the work was made. Recording followed procedures detailed in the OAU Fieldwork
Manua! (ed D Wilkinson, 1992).

3 RESULTS

3.1  Description of deposits

3.1.1  The foundation trenches cut through a dark greyish brown silty clay loam garden
topsoil (1). This overlay a number of features, which consisted of the following. The
first was a garden featare (2) and was observed in section with a shallow concave
profile which measured .7 x 2.8 x 0.3 m. It was filled by a loose silty clay (3) with a
lot of flint nodules and gravel, This was cut by a hole for a garden plant (4) with near
vertical sides and flat base measuring 0.6 m wide and 0.32 m deep. This was filled by
a dark brown silty clay loam (5) (Fig. 4, Section 1).

3.1.2  The other features were four large circular pits (7, 9, 11 & 13) with very steep
sloping sides and concave bases. These were all filied with a dark greyish brown silty
clay loam (8, 10, 12 & 14). Fill 10 did contain somc late 19th century garden rubbish
of ash, brick and roofing slate fragments. These features were thought to be for reed
beds for basket weaving (Figs 4, Section 2), which is knowns to have taken place on
the site. All these features cut into the natural chalk (6) of the site.

3.2  Dbiscussion And Conclusions

3.2.1  The results from the watching brief revealed no archaeological features other than
19th century garden features, which consisted of a number of large sub circular pits
laid out in regular pattern and are thought to be for reed beds for basket weaving.
This information was passed to the builder from an old villager who can remember
this small cottage industry being carried out in the early to mid 20th century.

33  Finds
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3301 No linds were recovered from the watching brief,
3.4 Palaco-environmental remains

34,1 Noeovironmental samples were taken during the watching brief.
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APPENDICLES

APPENDIX 1 ARCHAROLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context | Tvpe Depth Width Length Comments Finds
1 Layer 0.3-4m Garden Topsoil None
2 Cut 03m 0.7 m 2.8m Garden feature
3 Fill Fill of 2 None
4 Cut 032m | 06m Cut for plant
5 Fill Fill of 4 None
6 Natural Chalk Natural
7 Cut 0.7m 03m 13m Sub eircular cut for

reed bed in parden.
8 Fill Fill of feature 7 None
9 Cat 0.7m 0.7m 1.3m Sub circular cut for

reed bed in garden.
HY Il ’ Fill of feature © None
11 Cnt 12m 0.7m 35m Sub circular cut for

reed bed in garden.
12 Fill Fill of feature 11 None
13 Cat 0.8m 0.5m 2.7m Sub circular cut for

reed bed in garden.
14 Fill Fill of feature 13 None

APPENDIX 2 BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES

OA 2002, Land adjacent to 10 Amwell Place, Cholsey, Oxfordshire Written Scheme of
Investigation

OA 2001, 10 Amwell Place and land rear of Paternoster Lane, Wantage, Oxfordshire
Archaeological Watching Brief

D Wilkinson, 1992, QAU Fieldwork Manual

APPENDIX 3 SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Land Adjacent to 10 Amwell Place, Cholsey, Oxfordshire

Site code; CHAMP 02

Grid reference: NGR SU 589 865

Type of watching brief: Ground work for the construction of new house.

Date and duration of project: Two site visits from the 5/9/2002 to 6/9/2002.

Area of site: 10 mx 155 m

Summary of results: The watching brief revealed no archacological features other than 19th
century garden features, possibly relating to reed beds for basket weaving.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 GES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due
course, under the following accession number; OXCMS 2002.178
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Figure 1 Site Location.
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