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SUMMAT{Y

lt) '\it)l)lrtnl)(r )002 O,t/ord Archaeology curriatl oL!l ü1 (rchoeologicul tvrt<:ltìtr.t', ll itl ttt ltuttl
utlf uL:L:ttl to l0 lnuvcll Pluce, Chol.çet,, O:fordshire (NGR SU 539 365) '1'ltc wot lt wr
t:otu¡ti.s.tiot¡ccl l\, l)oncl¡ c8 Ca in udtalcc of lhe conslruclion ol a ltott:ir: tt¡¡rl l;Ll t,itt:.: 'l ltt

r, l,tti t' t,' t¡', ,1 l', tl.; /,, /,.ti/iu/ rr. ¿r'l¡t,

I I N1'lìor)l Jol'ror.ì

l.I Locaf.iou and sco¡rc of worl<

L l,I In Scplcmber 2002 OxlbLd Âr'chacology (OA) calLicd oì.lt arì a rcl]âco lo!{ica I rvatchin¡¡

blicl ¡t land a(ljâccrìl to l0 ,AmwcLl Placc, Cholscy, Oxfìrldshilc (|ig, I ). 'l'lro woLl<

was commissior.rcd by l)omck & Oo in lcs¡rcct o1'a ¡tianning applicrtion Iìrr thc
conslrlrclion of a lìoL]sc ¿tn(l scrviocs (Plaunìng A1;plicaLion No. I'00/W0lÌ98),

LL2 Â projccl brìcf was sc( by l)aul Snrith, CoLrnty AlchacoLogioal Of'fìcer'lir
Oxfìr¡ clshirc County Counoil.

L 1 ,3 OA plcpalcd n Wlittcn Schcnrc of InvcstÌgâtion (letâililìg llow it wouìcì rncet thc

Ie(lllilcrìrcrls ol lllc ll ic f.

1.2 Ccolog¡ lrrrl f opogllphv

1.2.1 'l'hc siLc Lies on l-owel Chalk ât ¿50 ur atrovc OD,'l'hc sitc is situatccl oflAmwclÌ
Plaoc to the wcst and is c0.I hcclalcs in alea.

1,3 Ärchncologierl ând historical blckground

L3.I 1'hc archaeological backgrouncl to the watching brief was plepârc(1 f'or the WSI f'or the
project (OA, 2002) and is teprociucccl bclow.

]r3.2 'fhe Dorchestct -SilchesLel Rornan lLoad mns less Ll.ran 50 m to thc west of t.hc

applicatiou arca ancl I{oman occupation remaiÍìs have becn founcl nealby, A coin of
Constantine tst (PRN 7638) wâs found less tiran 100 m no;:th-west of Lhe

development site, whilst a numbei of Rorn-u 
"oin. 

o¡ 3r'd-4tll century clate l.tnvc been

found Lo the west of lloney Lane (PRN 2686, 7953).

L3.3 A Saxon glass bead was founcl in 1965 on the westem side of Cholsey (l,RN 7637).
Medieval occupation evidence has been identified less than 50 lrr from the

applicatiol alea (PRN 879) ancl lurthel medieval remains wcre recorcled at Cholsey
Vicalage in 1992 (l,RN 5941),

L.3.4 In November 1999 the Oxfotd Archaeological Unit (OAU, now Oxforcl
Archaeology) caried out a field evaluation at 10 Arnwell Place, Cholsey (iust to the
south ofthe development) followed by a watching briefin 2001. A n.redieval pit and

a rnedieval and post-medieval ditch wele iclentified hele. A watching blief at land to
tlle lear of Patemoster Lane reooLdecl a post medicval ditch enclosule (OA, 2001).
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2.) Aims

2.Ll To identify ând lecord tirc presence/absence, cx1e1.ì1, colìditiol1, cluality and dâte of
archacological l cmains in the â1eas allectcd b), the devcloPmeif.

2.1.2 'l'o make availablc the lesults ofthc atchaeological iuvesligalìt'1.

2.2 Methodology

2.2.1 Thc alea of the development sile was firsLly cleat'ed and about 0.1 lr oftopsoil u,as

reiloved. The foundations of the rìew house wcle theu r.nalked oul and excavated

r¡,ith a niilli cxcavalor using a 0,7 m wide tootirless bucket. These wete exoavated to

a ciepth of 7.5 m iuÍo ihc ohalk ol to lhe basc oí' auy featut e.

2.2.2 All alchaeological 1èatures were pÌanned a1 a soalc of 1 :100 alrd r¡4lere cxcavatecl

theil sectìons dl awn at scales of 1 :20. AII excavated featur-es wet-e photogr aphed

usìng coiout' slidc and black and u4rite plint 1.ì1m. A genelaì phologlaphìc recoltl of
tlre r¡,ork was nade. Recordirg lollowed ptocedures detailcd in the OtlU Fi.eldu,t¡"]¡

À(untnl (ed D Wilkinson, 1992).

*? IItrSULTS

3.1 Dcscription of deposits

3,1 .I The loundation trenches cut througir a dalk greyish btor¡,n silty clay loam galden

topsoii (1). This overlay a unlbel of featues, which cousisted of the follou'ing. The

fir'st was a garden feature (2) and was obsen,ed in section with a shallorÀ, concave

plofile u'hich measured 0.7 x 2.8 x 0.3 rn. 11 was iÌl1ed by a loose silty clay (3) with a

lot of flrnt nodules and gravel, This was cut by a hole lor a galden plarf (4) with near

verticai sides and flat base measuling 0.6 tl wide and 0.32 rn deep. Tlls u'as filled by

a dark brown silty clay loan, (5) (Fíg. a, Section 1 ),

3.1.2 Tlre olher features were four' large circular pits (7 ,9, 11 & 13) with very steep

sioping sides and colcave bases. These were all lilled wilh a dak greyish brown silty
clay loam (8, 10, 12 & 14). Fill 10 did contain somc late 19th century galden rubbish

of ash, briok and roohng slatc fragments. These featut'es were thought to be for reed

beds fol basket weaving (Iìigs 4, Seotiol 2), which is known 1o have taken place ol
the site. All these features cut into lhe nalut'al chalk (6) of the site.

3.2 Discnssion And Conclusions

3.2.L '.lhe lesults ûom the watohitg bricflevealed no alchaeological leatures otller tll¿rl

1 9th century garden features, u'liich consistcd of a number of lal'ge sub cilcular- pits

laid out in r-cgulal pattelx a1'ìd ate thoughl to be for-lecd becls for basket weaviug.

This infomation u,as passed to the buildel-I'iom an old villagel who can relrelnber'
1.his small cottage inclustry being cauiotì out ilì the early to urid 20th ceutury.

3.3 l¡i¡rds
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.l.l. l No linrls u,clc rcco\/clc(l lÌour the watching bltcl'.
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l'lâcc, Cholscr C¡1,41\tP 02
Átrl¡ncolotitttI HitIcli R l)ûd IÌ(pot t

Contcxt Tlytc Dcpth llÌ¡¿rh Letgth Contntcnls Itinds

1 I-ayer (.1.3-4 rn Garder Topsoil None

2 ( ìit 03rù 07¡r 28r¡ Gardcli fciltulc

3 Fi Fill o12 Noue

4 Cü1 0,32 m 0,6 u1 Cuf lor plan(

5 Fill liill o14
None

6 Nalural Chall< Natulal

,7
Cu1 0.7 m 0.3 rn 1.3 n Sub oi¡cular cut lor

reed bed in gadel.

8 Fi11 Iìill of feature 7 Noue

9 Cut 0.7 ni 0.7 u l.3n Snb cûculal cut fol
reed bed iu garden.

t0 Fill Fill offeature 9 None

11 Cut L2 r.u 0.7 m 3.5 m Sub circula; cut lòr'
reed bed in garden.

t2 Fill Fill offeair¡o I I Nolle

l3 Cul 0.8 m 0.5 m 2.7 Li Sub circulal cut for
reed bed in garden.

t4 Filt Fill of fcrìtìrre l3 None

,4.PPllNt)tCES

AppIì,NDtx 1 AncH^tìot,octctA t. CoN'I Ilx]' ì NvENTotì\'

APPIìNDIX 2 BIììLIOGR,A.PHY ÂND IìtrIìIIRENCDS

OA2002, Latñ adjacenÍ 1o l0 Antu¡ell Place, Cholselt, O¡f6v¡lshire l''Ìtilten Scheme of
Investigation

OA 2001, I0 Annvell PÌace and land rear ofPãteniosler Lat1e, llknttage, Oxfordshire

Archaeological Watching Brief

D Wilkinson, 1992, OAU Fi.eldtpork A[anu.al

APPI]NDIX 3 SUMMÀIII' OF Sll'tr DI]]'AILS

Site namc: Land Adjacerf to l0 Amwell Place, Cholsey, Oxfordslile
Site codc: CHAMP 02
Grid rcference: NGR SU 589 865
Typc of watching brief: Ground work fo1 1he colìstructior of r.ìe$/ house.
I)ate and duration of project: l'wo site visits fron Ihe 51912002 to 61912002.
Area of site : 10 m x 15.5 m
Sumrnar¡' of resulfs: The walchir.rg br'ìef levealed rìo archâcological lealurcs oti.ìer tllan 1911ì

century gal'delì features, possibly lelalìng to leed beds fol-bâskct wc¿ìving.
Location of âI'chive: The alchive is cureirtly heltl at OA, Janus Ilousc, Osney Mead,
Oxfo; d, OX2 0lìS, ald will be deposited u,ith Oxfordshile County Museunls Scl'r'.ice in due
coulse, unciel the ftrllowilg accession nutnber: OXCMS 2002.17I



trom the Pathfinder 1:25,000 scale bv permission of the Ordnance
Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her lt¡ajesty's Stationery Olfice
O Crown Copvriqht.1996 All riqhts reserved.Licence No. AL 100005569
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