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LANDSCAPE

In 1979 the Oxford Archaeologícal Unit began Ínvestigation of an g0hamplex of cr0pmarks, earth works and rel ict watercourses at Claydon pÍke,etween Lechl ade and FaÍrford i n Gl oucestershi re. Th e area on the fi rstravel terrace near the confl uence of the ri ver Col n and the Thamesncl udesa varÍety of late prehistorÍc and R omano-Bri tí sh se ttl ements,eÍ r fiel ds, road s and trackways. Thi s Ínterim report describes thesul ts of two years of interdíscipl i nary studies involvíng aeríalh otography, geophys i cal survey, phosphate analysi s, excavatÍon ando I ogical analyses.
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The llatur-e of tJre Site

The Claydon-Pike cropmark complex (SU 190996) ís the largest group ofarchaeolosÍcal sÍres cumdnuv oàiLn rlr'.ïçå"Ëí' gr.u.r extraËlion in theThames valley' The sitei sira¿¿É tne-irt.sl"gravel terrace near to theconfl uence of rhe cor n and Ïramãi, ã il ;;;; äf recrrr ade and rSkm easr ofCirencester (Romên CorÍnium) irùi t ' 'rvrv v'
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The narrow gravel terrace was densely occupied in late prehistoríc and
Roman times. The terrace tras dÍssected by water courses and marshy areas
but the Íslands and tongues of gravel provided well drained sites for
settlement. 0n the terrace and floodplain to the south were rích areas of
valuable pasture. North, beyond a band of clay, the land rises to the
cornbrash sl opes of the Cotswol ds.

CRzPMARKS (Fig 2) ttre Claydon Pike sÍtes were fÍrst díscovered by aerÍal
survey in 1957. Since then the Cambridge Committee for Aerial Photography
and the National Monuments Record Air Photo Division have photographed the
site on a number of occasions. These photographs also monitor changes in
modern land use. Uith efficient drainage and more intensive ploughing the
pattern of cropmarks has emerged with increasing claríty, culmÍnatíng in
the excellent pictures of the long hot summer of 1976.

The cropmarks índicate three principal settlement groups:

1. In the east scatters of small oval enclosures sitting on'islands'
of gravel defined by relict marsh areas. Linear featuresindicate
superimposed systems of fÍelds, tracks and roads ín this area.

2. A nucleated settlement of the Romano-British period of about 4ha'
the foca'l point of roads from the north, west and south. Lanes
branching from the maÍn trackwqy define platforms which are
clearly visÍble on the ground and covered wÍth stone, Romano-
Brítish pottery and tile. This settlement is bounded by streams
and marsh.

3. A 'native' settlement of díspersed cellular enclosures covering
about 30 ha. to the west of 2, possibly linked to the Romanised
settlement by trackways.

LAND USE HISf1Ry Documentary evidence Índicates that the area was
mainly pastoral in the medieval and post medieva'l períod. Two farms were
established close by Ín the seventeenth century but ploughing only began on
the Romano-Brítish settlement in the late 1950's and ceased in 1979.

Objectives

Since 1974 the 0xford ArchaeologÍcal Unit has been carrying out a
regional study of late prehistoric and early historic settlement in the
Upper Thames basín. EmphasÍs has been placed on defíning and investigatÍng
the whole shifting range of settlement types and their social and economic
ínter-relationshíps within the context of rescue archaeology. Areas are
chosen for detailed investígatÍon on the basÍs of two maior factors.

1. The potential contribution to the overall regional research
programme.

2. The quality of the surviving evidence.

The Claydon Píke complex fits these criterÍa extremely well as
includes a range of settlement types 'likely to reflect chronologica
social and economic variation. These settlement types are all comnon
the Thames Valley but have never before been subjected to detail
investigation. No others are known to survive in such a relatively go
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Fig 2 Cropmarks at Ctaydon Pike Lechlade



state of preservation and with extensive watertogging' The settlements are

tinked by warercõúriès-ãi well ui-ãåiinã¿ ¡v theñ-anã some are also linked
to each other by the road systern. The area not only offe-rs the pos-siÞltit{
of stu(ying the dä;;lop;ent ot I ra!-ge_ of complete settlement nucleií but

ãlso tträ lãn¿ arourij ¡ñet in which field systems survive'

claydon Pike is in a part_Ícularly interesting.are-a at the junction of
two river valleÈ äñ¿'i*õ iÀttlemeñt-systems. --ln the Roman period the Coln

Valley in the Cotirõfã, *as ¿ominatãd by v-illa estates and the Thames

Vatley by natiu.-ðõr'iúnitiei. fne pre .no1ãn lron1ge also shows a contrast
in Cotswold/Thames Valley settle'ment typ-es'. The social and economic

reasons behind these differences-hãve scarääty been inves_tÍgated. The late
Iron Age saw gtääï.hung"t in tnã Celtic corñmuníties of the Upper Thames

;äõïofi- ãdri.îitu.ai im'prov.t.ñtl, the gto*th of international trade, new

settlement typ.t, -án¿ popuiatiorí growih are all app.arent' The Roman

Conquest appears ú tollbw'on this pä.io¿ of change råi,trer.th9n initiating
it. The Clayoon pireìrea offeri inã-oppottuníty [o Ínvestiqalg in detail'
at rhe locat t.ui.,'-tñä-irllicatiônl 

-óf 
transfórmatíon in celtic society,

iñ. àif..ts of nominiiation and the extent of Íts ultimate failure'

l,lethods

The aim of the proiect to examine the whole area of land use at
Claydon P,ike with a þinimum of Uias and the maximum range of inter-
disciplinary tecftniqüei. Oãtu are being recovered so that results are

comparable not only across thit iit. but with other sites in the region and

beyond

pre-excavation work includes detailed examination and plotting of
aerial photogra;;t;; ï;üe Jt.ie contour survey' examination of surface
scatters of uitÀi..ií, phorphate analysii qlg.geophysical survey'
Set ecti ve tri al lrenctri ng t{as- ðirri ed out- i n 1979 [ef ore embarki ng 0l
larger scalè work Ín ordãr to ãiamine questions such as the extent of
waterlogging, ùtrJ survtval of titùãtu.es and the chronologÍcal range of
cropmark comPlexes.

Excavation

A varíety of tactics have been adopted including:

1. Small-scale selective excavation of partícular features and

intersections of cropmark complexes'
2. Larger scale excavatïoñ ôt sãiected activity areas'. In both 1 and

2 random sampling procedures are carried out to minimise digging
but to ãnabl'e thle'distributÍon of material - bones, pottery'

. plants etc to be studied over the whole area'
3: iìandom trenching to minimíse bias Ín I and 2'
4. ïõpioil 

-siiippiñg 
and salvage excavation of the whole area not

covered bY 1-3'
5. Coarse-*ítJ.-sieving is carrÍed out on site as a control on

artefaci-recovery ratls. Finer sievíng is done in laboratory
condi ti ons.

6. All artelaìts are plotted to a maximum of 5m squares on a sÍte
gríd tied into the National Grid'
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Fig 3 The middle Iron Age settlements and fields at claydon Pike
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Resul ts

rHE WDDLE rRoN AcE (Fig 3)

. Three gravel'islands'were investÍgated in the easter-n part of the

site (Lechlade parÍsh) on each ofwhich there were clusters of round-houses

assocÍared with tinear drainage. äii¿¡äi anO field ditches' Altogether
these covered about 15ha. na¿ioäãr¡ôñ-äii.t have not yet been obtained but

the ceramíc evidence indicates ;-;ã;fuJ-òi o..uputíon in the 4-2 centuríes

BC.

Enclosure I was slightly isolated from the other Middle Iron Age

features and to the south-east. ffri! was four sided and irregular ín shape

25m by ZZn witfr ä'ãaiiãrn entraniä'ã* wi¿.. The entrance was marked bv two

lÍnes of tir.rtoä."Ë;k;ä iótt:tãì.r. rñ" enclosure dÍtch was 3m wide and

1m deep. A t.n'-pärtent randåä-iåtpf ã oi t¡t ditch was excavated Ín

addítion to the'f.ñi;;ì';. 
'îå;i litriã'_ãurtural materÍar r{as found in or

around Enclosure 1. Low pr,,írpriãie- lãïeis vúere recorded inside the

enclosure but were high outsf-de it on the lee side to the east' A

provisionat int..p.ãt;ïii; i; 
-at;.t 

ttrã interÍor of Enclosure 1 was used as

ä stacking area for haY.

HIt]SES: Approximate]y.twenty four round .house sites have been

excavated but several of these ,ã... iã-use¿ as táñy as four ti.mes' Not al l

of the houses were in use at ani'ãne-time.(see for exampre Fig 4) and even

the two ìarge îlutt..J-oi niñ.-ör l.n buiìdings in.reality probably

räpreient coniemporary groups of two to four'

The standard round house was sited insÍde a circular drainage gully
c.lgm in diameter with an entrãñce-io the south-east, away from the

prevaíling wind. The concent.aiiðn-õf ¿eUrts - pottery, animal bones and

burnt limestone fragments *ut 
'*ii..ã¡ly 

he-avy i'n the-ditch terminals' A

pair of stone p..i.,í póst-f,ol.t"i.Zt-ãputt i-ndicated the doorway, in some

cases with traces of a porch. ll-iwo'examples a house was represented by

rhese entrance posts only. In ïn. ñóuià i¡e ruìnfllìe ór u itate-¡uilt
wal'l was traced, formíng a cit.iä-gt in diameter - the commonest size for

the lron Age round houses at Ctuyãoñ pi[.. Inside each house u'as usual]y a

clay-lined pit full of burnt tîånãï - ióssiuly á cooking or parching hole

õ.-ä *uiãi lanr. ons house had a cl ay I í ned hearth.

Most houses seemed to be sing'le unÍts but one paír stood facing each

other(Fig 4). 
-if'ã-iöuifrãrlV 

trouie had a north-western entrance facíng

ãirÀCtiy"into the entrance of a second house 5m away.

The most northerìy house on the western'island' (Fig 4) was of a

different coniiructioñ to thJ rest. It consisted of a circle (6'5m

dÍameter) of post-holes and u ptì¡äðiiqs Rair of door- p-o¡ts'. An outer wall

line was not trãðeáùle Uut.ouï¿iãue fórmed a hut of 8'5m in diameter'

LANDSCA4E AND ECIN,MI: The biological evidence from the site reflècts an

open landscape ãómtnate¿ Uy putlui'ä.- fn. cold flora and fauna in the peat

deposits in¿icãtã it¡at tñe, *.tà-laíd down ín the last gìaciation' The

graver terrace-wãi draÍned ãnd-eñciõsed with ditched fietds about 300 Bc'

The fields "..ä-p.àãôminantly 
used.as pasture for cattle and sheep'

Weaving yúas in¿iãui.¿ ¡y clay loim weights ?ound in several round houses'
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Fig 4 Phase plan of the middle Iron Age settlement on the western
'island' at Claydon Pike
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Reconstruction drawings of part of the midd'le lron Age

settlements at Claydon Pike (top) and part of the
Romano-British settlement (below)
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