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 SUMMARY

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was invited by Ryder Landscape Consultants Ltd
to undertake an archaeological and historical landscape survey of Acton Park, Wrexham
(SJ 3440 5200 centre). This was intended to record and evaluate the archaeological and
historical features within the park and to inform the management of the park and proposals
for potential future developments.

The project comprised a documentary study and an identification survey. The documentary
study entailed a detailed investigation of the following sources: the Clwyd Powys
Archaeological Trust Historic Environment Record (HER); the National Monuments
Record (NMR) held by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments
of Wales (RCAHMW); primary and secondary sources held by the A.N. Palmer Centre for
Local Studies and Archives at Wrexham Museum, Denbighshire Record Office and
Flintshire Record Office; and the OA North Library.

The identification survey was a rapid surface investigation to identify the existence, but not
record in detail, the surface archaeological monuments within the study area, which were
then located using a differential GPS system. A number of new sites were added to the
gazetteer as part of the identification survey, and included part of the Acton Hall kitchen
garden walls, earthworks representing the remains of drives, paths and boundaries within
the park and lines of mature trees representing boundaries and areas of landscaping.

The earliest monument recorded within the park is a possible Bronze Age barrow,
identified by the RCAHMW from a recent aerial reconnaissance survey. However, this
feature could not be identified on the ground as part of the identification survey.

The township of Acton is first mentioned in the twelfth century and the first recorded
owner of the Acton Estate was Jeffrey Hughes of Acton in the sixteenth century. Acton
Hall is first mentioned in the early seventeenth century, at this time it was owned by the
Jeffreys family, descendants of Jeffrey Hughes.

Acton Hall and Estate had several owners during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
who are reputed to have made various changes to the hall, although specific details of these
changes are not known. In 1782 the house went up for sale and at this time it was described
as a mansion house with outhouses, stables, gardens and hothouses, together with
approximately 194 acres. In 1785 the house was sold to Sir Foster Cunliffe.

Sir Foster Cunliffe made several major changes to Acton Hall, including the addition of a
classical wing added to the south side of the house. Sir Foster also enclosed Acton Park
with sandstone walls in 1790 in conjunction with the construction of a new road to Chester.
At this time an ornate gateway, known locally as ‘The Dogs’, was erected on Chester
Road. The gateway comprised a Doric screen surmounted by four greyhounds, the theme
of the Cunliffe family crest.

When Sir Robert Alfred Cunliffe became the owner of the hall in 1858 he made further
changes to Acton Hall, including the addition of a terrace to the south side of the hall and a
new entrance on the west side. Four lodges were erected in the park at this time, three of
which were associated with Acton Hall and a fourth was a associated with Little Acton, a
house in the north-west area of the park, which had been purchased by the Cunliffes in
1885.
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During the First World War, men from the Denbighshire Hussars Imperial Yeomanry were
encamped in the park and used the ground for training. The owner of the estate at this time,
a younger Foster Cunliffe, was killed in France during the war and following this, the
house and park were sold to Bernard Oppenheimer, a Belgian Diamond Merchant.

Oppenheimer sold some of the park to the council for development as a housing estate and
also built a diamond cutting and polishing factory in the grounds of the park for the
employment of disabled ex-servicemen. The factory was not successful, however and the
factory was converted into a school in 1923. Oppenheimer died in 1920 and lands from the
park were left by him to be converted into small holdings, again for the use of ex-
servicemen. The remainder of the park was bought by William Aston. Aston lived in Acton
Grange, which had been constructed in the hall grounds and opened the hall and most of
the park to the public. At this time the hall was used as council offices and also to display
furniture.

During the Second World War the hall and park were once again used by various army
regiments both from Britain and abroad, including the Indian and American armies. After
the war, the hall was in a state of disrepair and discussions took place between Sydney
Aston (William’s son) and the council as to whether to preserve or demolish the hall. In
1955 the classical wing of the hall was demolished and the remainder of the hall was
demolished in 1956.

Various changes took place within the park in the second half of the twentieth century.
New housing developments were located in the southern and north-western areas of the
park, the fishpond was partially in-filled and re-landscaped and new developments such as
the addition of a bowling green, tennis courts and children’s play area were made.
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1.  INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was invited by Ryder Landscape
Consultants Ltd to conduct an archaeological and historical landscape survey of
Acton Park, Wrexham (SJ 3440 5200 centre). This was intended to record and
evaluate the archaeological and historical features within the park and to inform the
management of the park and proposals for potential future developments.

1.2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

1.2.1 Aims: the aim of the survey was to inform the management of the park and to
establish the archaeological and historical potential of the park landscape.

1.2.2 Objectives: the objectives of the project were:

• To implement a desk-based study of the park, and would incorporate geo-
referencing of the historic mapping for the park;

• To undertake an archaeological survey across the extent of the park.  The
information would then be superimposed onto the base OS mapping and the
rubber-sheeted historical mapping;

• To undertake a rapid assessment of the significance of the remains through
analysis of the condition of extant park features in conjunction with the phased
plans;

• To produce a report outlining the survival of surface / parkland features and the
development of the park that incorporates a gazetteer of extant parkland
features.
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2.  METHODOLOGY

2.1 PROJECT DESIGN

2.1.1 A project design (Appendix 1) was submitted in February 2008 by OA North in
response to a brief by Ryder Landscape Consultants Ltd for a programme of survey
of the archaeological and historical features within Acton Park, to inform the
management of the park and any proposals for potential future developments. The
work was carried out in accordance with the project design.

`

2.2 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

2.2.1 Historic Environment Record (HER, NMR and ADS): an assessment was
undertaken of data held in Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust Historic
Environment Record (HER), the National Monument Record (NMR), and the
Archaeology Data Service (ADS). A full record of the sites within the study area,
including grid reference and description, was obtained.

2.2.2 Aerial Photographs: no aerial or other photographs are held for the study area by
the HER; however, aerial photography from the NMR, held at the Royal
Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW), was
consulted. This comprised vertical photographs from 1958 and 1999.

2.2.3 Denbighshire Record Office (DRO): the Denbighshire Record Office in Ruthin
was visited to consult documents and maps relevant to the survey.

2.2.4 A.N. Palmer Centre for Local Studies and Archives at Wrexham Museum (ANP):
the Local Studies Centre was visited to consult documents and maps relevant to the
survey.

2.2.5 Flintshire Record Office (FRO): the Flintshire Record Office in Hawarden was
visited to consult documents and maps relevant to the survey.

2.2.6 Rubber Sheeting of Historic Maps: the scans of the historic maps were spatially
georeferenced within ArcMap and AutoCAD and then transferred into AutoCAD.
Once transformed the historic mapping was overlain with a digitised hachure plan
of all features identified during the walkover survey. These features were compared
to those shown on the historic mapping to identify their first depiction date.

2.3 IDENTIFICATION SURVEY

2.3.1 A general identification survey was undertaken extending across the full extent of
the study area and the results were superimposed onto the base OS map. The survey
examined the full extent of the park, where access was available, and was
undertaken in four stages: reconnaissance, GPS mapping, photography and
description. The survey was intended to examine and record all designed elements
and any archaeological monuments within the landscape and used differential GPS
to map features identified.

2.3.2 Reconnaissance: the first stage of reconnaissance was undertaken by close field
walking, which varied from 15m - 20m line intervals depending on visibility (as



Acton Park, Wrexham - Archaeological and Historical Landscape Survey 8

For the use of Ryder Landscape Consultants Ltd © OA North: April 2008

affected by tree density), terrain and safety considerations. All sites noted were
recorded.  The survey aimed to identify, locate and record archaeological sites and
features on the ground. Those sites already identified by the archival study were
checked against their entry, which was enhanced, where appropriate.

2.3.3 GPS Survey: the identified sites were recorded by GPS survey and the data was
digitally superimposed with the OS mapping. The particular hand-held GPS used
can achieve accuracies of +- 1.0m. The method recorded the location, extent and in
places detail of the identified features.

2.3.4 Photography: in conjunction with the archaeological survey a photographic archive
was generated, which recorded significant features, as well as aspects of the general
landscape. This photographic archive was maintained using black and white 35mm
film and a digital camera with 8.0mega pixel resolution.

2.3.5 Description: a descriptive record of all park features was created. The data was
input on site into a palm computer, and was then transferred into an Access 97
compatible database. The description incorporated a provisional interpretation of
each feature’s function and a provisional interpretation of the site's chronology.

2.4 LANDSCAPE  ANALYSIS

2.4.1 Enhancing the Mapping: on completion of the survey, the data gathered was
transferred into AutoCAD and superimposed with the historical map. Thereafter, all
further work was undertaken within a CAD environment. A programme of
landscape assessment established the condition of the extant features and attempted
to correlate the features from the rapid identification survey with those shown on
historic cartographic sources.

2.5 GAZETTEER OF SITES

2.5.1 All of the information concerning archaeological sites within the assessed area has
been collated into a gazetteer (Appendix 2), which provides details of their location,
period, character and significance. Locations are given as ten-figure National Grid
References where possible, and the position of each site is indicated on a map of
the study area (Figure 2).

2.6 ARCHIVE

2.6.1 A full archive has been produced to a professional standard in accordance with
current English Heritage guidelines (1991) and the Guidelines for the Preparation
of Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage (UKIC 1990). The project archive
represents the collation and indexing of all the data and material gathered during
the course of the project. The archive is provided in the English Heritage Centre for
Archaeology format, both as a printed document and digitally. The archive will be
deposited with the County Record Office in Denbighshire, along with a copy of the
report.
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3. TOPOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 This section sets out the archaeological and historical background of Acton Park,
within a context by which the discoveries from the desk-based assessment and
survey can be compared.

3.2 LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

3.2.1 Acton Park is located towards the north of Wrexham and in its present day form
comprises a roughly triangular area of land of c 20 hectares, with a lake (referred to
throughout this report as the fishpond) located slightly east of its centre. The park is
bounded along its north-east side by Jeffreys Road, along its south side by Herbert
Jennings Avenue and along its north-west side by an area of housing and schools,
which in turn is bounded by Box Lane, which runs south-west to north-east. The
altitude of the park is c 80m OD at its northern extent, rising gently to c 85m at its
south-east corner and c 95m in its south-west corner (OS 1992).

3.2.2 The solid geology comprises Upper Westphalian Pennant measures and Lower
Westphalian coal measures. The superficial geology comprises glacial sand and
gravel (BGS 2007).

3.3 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

3.3.1 The first references to Acton are from 1202, when Madoc ap Gruffydd granted
lands in ‘Hacton’ to the monks of Valle Crucis Abbey at Llangollen. At this time
the township was part of the manor of Eglwysegle (Palmer 1903, 168). The name
Acton is derived from ‘Ac-tun’, meaning ‘Oak settlement’; however, there does not
appear to have been a settlement or village for the Acton township. The various
farms named ‘Rhosnessney’ in the area were the only settled areas (Palmer 1903,
171; ANP 070472/Item 72).

3.3.2 After the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1536-7, the land was taken over by the
crown (Lowe 2002, 8). The next references to the Acton Park Estate are in the
sixteenth century, when it was recorded as 317 acres out of the total Acton
township, which was 890 acres (Perrin 1998, 7). The first recorded owner of the
estate was Jeffrey Hugh of Acton, and it is likely that he was Jeffrey Hughes, one
of the chief inhabitants of the Acton Township documented in 1583 (ibid).

3.3.3 Norden’s survey of 1620 states that the estate belonged to John Jeffreys Esq., the
son of Jeffrey Hughes. At that time the estate included ‘Maes Acton’, a field on the
west side of Chester Road and ‘Gwern Acton’, which was in the approximate area
of the park. The south boundary of Gwern Acton bordered the Wrexham township
(Palmer 1903, 168; Perrin 1998, 9).

3.3.4 John Jeffreys was the grandfather of George Jeffreys who was born in 1647 in
Acton Hall (Turnstall 1949; DRO NTD/459/21). In 1680 George Jeffreys, also
known as ‘Hanging Judge Jeffreys’, became the Chief Justice of Chester and in
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1683 he became the Lord Chief Justice of all England (Perrin 1998, 7). In 1670 the
hall was taxed for eleven hearths and it was listed at the end of the seventeenth
century as one of the chief houses of Wrexham (Palmer 1903, 171; ANP
070472/Item 16). The estate then appears to have been owned by George Jeffreys’
nephew, Griffith Jeffreys who was knighted in 1687 and proceeded to carry out
major alterations to Acton Hall (ANP 070472/Item 60). There was a residence
named Little Acton Hall (later known as Acton House and then Little Acton)
located on the west side of Box Lane, and Griffith Jeffreys is said to have made
changes to Acton Hall in order to distinguish it from Little Acton Hall. He also re-
named Acton Hall ‘Acton Militis’ (Knight’s Acton), although it had reverted to the
name of Acton Hall by 1741 (Palmer 1903, 168; Perrin 1998, 9).

3.3.5 When Griffith Jeffreys died, the hall passed to his son, Robert. However, Robert
died without any children in 1714 and the property then passed to his sister,
Elizabeth, who was married to John Robinson of Gwersyllt. Philip Egerton,
Elizabeth’s brother-in-law, occupied Acton Hall from 1724-32 (Lowe 2002, 8;
Williams 2001, 15). Following the death of John Robinson, the house passed to
Elizabeth and John’s son William, who drowned at sea in 1739. William left great
debts, and Elizabeth subsequently moved into Acton Hall, but by 1747 the poor
state of the  estate’s financial affairs led to it being sold (Williams 2001, 15).

3.3.6 In 1747 estates in Acton and Borras (to the east of Acton) were sold to Ellis Yonge,
the husband of Elizabeth and John Robinson’s daughter Dorothy, by Sir Watkin
Williams Wynn and Matthew Bacon who were the appointed commissioners for
the Jeffreys and Robinson estates (ibid). Yonge lived exclusively at Acton Hall and
made many additions to the hall during this time (ANP 070472/Item 16). Flintshire
Record Office holds the sales particulars for the Acton Hall Estate, dated 1782
(FRO D/AH/13) indicating that Ellis Yonge put the hall up for sale. The hall was
described as a mansion house with outhouses, stables, gardens and hothouses,
together with demesne lands of approximately 194 acres; a list of fields on the
estate and their associated tenants then followed (ibid). In the event, the house still
belonged to Ellis Yonge on his death in 1785, and he had asked in his will for his
estates to be sold to benefit his heirs. In 1785 the Acton Park estate was sold to Sir
Foster Cunliffe (Perrin 1998, 11).

3.3.7 The Cunliffes were originally a Lancashire family, some of whom owned Wycoller
Hall near Colne. In 1759 Foster Cunliffe, MP in Liverpool, was knighted and made
a baronet. Sir Foster then started to use the symbol of greyhounds on his branch of
the family coat of arms in place of the hares, which was the symbol of the Wycoller
Hall Cunliffes (AN Palmer Centre). When Sir Foster Cunliffe bought Acton Hall he
made a number of repairs and renovations to the house. A classical style wing was
added to the southern end of Acton Hall in 1786-7, entered by a curved stairway
and covered portico (ANP 070472/Item 60; Williams 2001, 17). By the time of Sir
Foster Cunliffe’s death (in 1834), the hall was of red brick with stone quoins (ANP
070472/Item 16; ANP 070472/Item 60). James Wyatt (1746-1813) is thought to
have been the architect for the classical wing, although this is not confirmed (ANP
070472/Item 60; ANP 070472/Item 94; Williams 2001, 17). Plates 1 and 2 are
prints showing Acton Hall prior to the addition of the classical wing and Plate 3 is a
print showing the Cunliffes outside the hall with the classical wing including the
curved stairway and entrance portico in place.
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3.3.8 In around 1790 a new road to Chester was constructed (ANP 070472/Item 16);
previously the route to Chester had run parallel to Box Lane (ANP 070472/Item 61;
Williams 2001, 17-8). Sir Foster Cunliffe took this as an opportunity to lay out and
enclose the park at Acton Hall and to move the Box Lane route further to the north-
west, thereby giving the residents of Acton Hall some privacy (ANP 070472/Item
16; Williams 2001, 17). A sandstone wall (Site 36) was built along Jeffreys Road,
Box Lane, Chester Road, Rhosnesni Lane and Borras Road (Perrin 1998, 12;
Williams 2001, 17). In 1820, when Chester Road was complete, the entrance to
Acton Hall from it was marked by a Doric entrance screen known as ‘The Dogs’
(Site 3, Plate 4), which was designed by Thomas Harrison (1744-1829) the
architect of Chester Castle and Grosvenor Bridge in Chester. Four wooden sitting
greyhounds, taken from the theme of the family crest, stood on top of the screen
(ANP 070472/Item 61). Sir Foster Cunliffe is said to have found part of a cross
base approximately in the area of ‘The Dogs’ when the park walls were being built
(ANP 070472/Item 105); he had the stone marked with an ‘X’ and incorporated
into the park wall. This stone was found in 1972 when the park walls were lowered,
and was then re-incorporated into the wall (ANP 070472/Item 26). On the west side
of Chester Road, the Cunliffe’s estates extended westwards approximately as far as
the current railway line from Wrexham to Chester and were bounded to the north
by Pandy Lane. Much of this area was farmed until the 1950s (Perrin 1998, 10).

3.3.9 In the 1820s the last piece of open common in this area was sold to the Acton Hall
Estate. This was a triangular piece of land between Dean Road, Borras Road and
Rhosnessney Lane and was sold by the Crown Commissioners of Woods and
Forests. A school was built on this land in 1868 (ANP 070472/Item 72).

3.3.10 When Sir Robert Alfred Cunliffe became owner of the hall in 1858 he encased the
classical wing with stone, built nurseries for his children over the back entrance,
converted the south entrance hall into a library and added a new entrance porch on
the west side (ANP 070472/Item 16; ANP 070472/Item 60; Williams 2001, 19). A
terrace was also added on the south side of the house (Williams 2001, 19). This
work is undocumented, but the lodges built in the 1870s and 1880s (Sites 5, 10, 14
and 16, Plates 5-8) are thought to have been the work of John Douglas (ANP
070472/Item 60; ANP 070472/Item 61).

3.3.11 In 1885 Little Acton (Site 11) was purchased by the Cunliffes, which meant that
they then owned all the land surrounding the hall; however, by the turn of the
century some of the estate land began to be sold off. For instance, some of the land
west of Chester Road was sold and became Garden Village (Perrin 1998, 12).

3.3.12 The estate passed from Robert Cunliffe to another Foster Cunliffe in 1905.
However, at this time the Cunliffes moved out of Acton Hall and it was rented out
to Sir William Hope Nelson (Williams 2001, 19). An undated document held by
Denbighshire Record Office is the advertisement of Acton Hall as a property to let
(DRO/DD/PO/1819). This document must date from the first part of the twentieth
century, possibly after the death of Robert Cunliffe. The document lists the details
of the furnished hall, as well as the features of the estate, including stabling for
twelve horses and other outbuildings, bedrooms for grooms over the stables, three
lodges and a bothy for two men in the garden. The document also states that the
estate had 1500 acres with ‘well-placed’ coverts, suitable for shooting both
partridges and pheasants.
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3.3.13 During the First World War men from the Denbighshire Hussars Imperial
Yeomanry were encamped in the grounds of the park and used the grounds for
training (Williams 2001, 19 and 23) (Plate 9). The younger Foster Cunliffe was
killed in France in the First World War and the trustees of the estate sold it to
Bernard Oppenheimer, a Belgian diamond merchant (ibid). In 1918, sixty-nine and
a half acres of the park, were purchased by the town council from Bernard
Oppenheimer for a housing estate. The layout of this estate was designed by
Professor Patrick Abercrombie of the School of Architecture, Liverpool University
and comprised houses and crescents of a neo-Georgian design, including Central
Avenue and Marsh Crescent (ANP 070472/Item 60; ANP 070472/Item 122;
Williams 2001, 23). The foundation stone for the first 118 houses was laid in 1920
(Lowe 2002, 9).

3.3.14 In 1920 Bernard Oppenheimer built a diamond cutting and polishing factory, c 50m
east of Box Lane Lodge (Site 14) on the west side of Acton Park (Williams 2001,
19 and 32; ANP 070472/Item 72). The factory was part of a scheme to provide
disabled ex-servicemen with employment; however it was not successful and it was
subsequently sold to Denbighshire County Council, who converted it into Acton
Primary School in 1923 (ibid). Oppenheimer had died in 1920 and left part of
Acton Park to be used for disabled ex-servicemen, as part of Lloyd George’s
‘Homes for Heroes’ scheme. Eleven small holdings, including seven market
gardens and four dairy holdings, were to be located on the estate and five cottages
were built towards the south end of the park on Oak Drive (Williams 2001, 20 and
22).

3.3.15 In 1923 William Aston, who had bought the hall after Oppenheimer’s death,
proposed that it should be used as a hostel for students from North Wales attending
the Denbighshire Technical Institute. When this idea was rejected the hall was used
for displaying furniture (Williams 2001, 21). William Aston occupied Acton
Grange, a house built close to the kitchen gardens of Acton Hall and near the
residential road named ‘Acton Gardens’. Most of the hall and the park were open to
the public before the Second World War (ibid). A booklet ‘An Invitation to Acton
Hall’ (ANP 070472/no item number) mentions a shelter by the rock gardens (Site
17) and an open air theatre: ‘this enchanting glade carpeted with velvety lawn and
with a background of tall trees, is surely the ideal setting for Shakespeare’s
immortal dramas’. It is not clear from this description if there was any structure
associated with the space used for the theatre; however, a newspaper article from
1990 stated that the open-air theatre was ‘behind the hall’ and that performances
took place in the 1930s (ANP 070472/Item 120). Plate 10 shows the west entrance
of the hall in c 1935 when it was owned by William Aston.

3.3.16 In 1940 the hall was taken over by the war office and nissen huts on concrete bases
were erected in the park (Site 26), several different regiments were accommodated
in the park during the Second World War, including the Lancashire Fusiliers, the
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, the South Wales Borderers, the Royal Artillery, the Royal
Engineers and the Royal Marine ‘Commandos’. Towards the end of the war the
American Army also stayed at Acton Park (Williams 2001, 23).

3.3.17 In 1952 discussions took place between Sydney Aston (William’s son) and the
Corporation of the Borough of Wrexham as to whether to demolish the hall or
protect it as a listed building. The hall was finally considered to be in too bad a
state of repair to save, and in 1955 the classical wing was demolished and in 1956
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the rest of the building was demolished (ANP 070472/Item 16; Lowe 2002, 9;
Williams 2001, 20). The wooden footbridge across the fishpond (Site 2) was also
demolished in the 1950s (Williams 2001, 21). Plates 11 and 12 show the hall and
the footbridge in c 1953, shortly before they were demolished.

3.3.18 Following the demolition of the hall, various changes were made to the park to
make it an attractive and enjoyable public space. An article in 1966 documented
proposals for a children’s paddling and swimming pool, swings, a car park, tennis
courts, a bowling green and a cricket pitch (ANP 070472/Item 65), and in 1970 it
was reported that 600 rose bushes had been planted on the former rockery site (Site
17) (ANP 070472/Item 93). Another report from that year was concerned with the
continual vandalism of the summerhouse (Site 7) (ANP 070472/Item 92), and in
1971 it was reported that the south-east end of the fishpond, beyond the former
footbridge, was to be filled-in to form a dell (ANP 070472/Item 96). The fishpond
was drained in 1973 so that a plastic base could be put in (ANP 070472/Item 107),
further work on the fishpond that year involved some levelling and re-shaping
(ANP 070472/Item 106). In 1972 it was reported that the east side of the Acton
Park boundary wall was to be lowered as part of an improvement scheme for
Jeffreys Road (ANP 070472/Item 105). Also in 1972, a 900 yard long pitch and
putt was built between the fishpond and the Cunliffe Arms on the west side of
Jeffreys Road (ANP 070472/Item 101; ANP 070472/Item 102). Further housing
development also took place within the park in the 1960s (Williams 2001, 24).

3.3.19 Despite proposals in the 1960s for the gateway on Chester Road to be destroyed, as
it was considered to be out of keeping with the new housing developments in the
area, in 1982 ‘The Dogs’ (Site 3) was restored with replicas of the four greyhounds
in concrete and fibreglass set back in the gateway. The original wooden dogs had
gradually been lost: one ‘disappeared’ when the American army left the park in
1944 and one was destroyed by vandals in 1964 (ANP 070472/Item 61; ANP
070472/Item 83). One remaining original wooden greyhound can be seen in
Wrexham Museum.
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4.   RESULTS OF THE DESK-BASED STUDY

4.1 INTRODUCTION

4.1.1 The desk-based study interrogated a number of local resources including the
Historic Environment Record (HER), NMR, County Record Offices for
Denbighshire and Flintshire, and the local studies library in Wrexham, as set out in
the Methodology (Section 2). The results of the study are set out below, starting
with the information held by the local HER. There follows a map regression, which
examines the main relevant maps from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and a
description of aerial photographs consulted.

4.2 HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORDS (HER)
4.2.1 A search of the NMR, HER and ADS repositories revealed twenty-three sites

within the study area (Sites 1-12 and 25-35), and are presented in full in Appendix
2.  In approximately chronological order they are as follows:

• Mesolithic: Site 27 is the findspot of six Mesolithic flints in 1977.

• Bronze Age: Site 25 is the findspot of a hoard of six bronze unlooped
palstaves and one possible chisel, found in the gardens of Acton Nursery in c
1875. Site 8 is a parchmark in dry grassland of a small circular ring ditch with
a broad ditch, discovered during aerial reconnaissance in 2006. This may
represent the levelled remains of a Bronze Age round barrow.

• Medieval: Site 12 is part of a probable medieval cross base, called Croes
Eneurys, found during works to construct a park wall along Chester Road by
Sir Foster Cunliffe in the 1890s. Sir Foster had the stone marked and built
into the wall, this was found and replaced within the wall during works in
1972. A farmstead named Croes-yn-euris is marked on the first edition
mapping a short distance to the west of Chester Road, and the cross is thought
to have stood nearby.

• Seventeenth / Eighteenth Centuries: Site 4 is Acton Hall, Site 1 is Acton
Park and Site 11 is Little Acton house and garden located to the north-west of
Acton Hall. Sites 5 and 10 are Grade II listed lodges within Acton Park, Site 5
towards the south-east corner of the park and Site 10 on Chester Road. A
Grade II listed gateway named ‘The Dogs’, Site 3, was located on the Chester
Road entrance to the park. Also within the park was Site 2, a footbridge
across the fishpond to the east of the hall and Site 9, an ice house to the north-
east of the hall. A summerhouse, Site 7, was located in the park, but its exact
location is not known.

• Nineteenth Century: Sites 33 and 34 are Grade II listed houses on Dean Road
which date to 1875 and were built as part of the Acton Park Estate. Sites 28-
32 are all grade II listed houses on the north side of Acton Gate in Garden
Village. This was a housing scheme initiated by Wrexham Tenants Limited in
1913 under the aegis of Co-Partnership Tenants, but adopted as one of its first
five schemes by the Welsh Town Planning and Housing Trust. GL Sutcliffe
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was the architect to Co-Partnership Tenants, and was responsible for the
layout of the estate, as well as for many of the building designs.

• Twentieth Century: Site 26 refers to the use of Acton Park as a camp for
various army regiments during the Second World War.

• Site 35 is St John’s Church, built in 1973 on Herbert Jennings Avenue.

• A Gorsedd stone circle, Site 6, was erected at Acton Park in 1976 in advance
of the National Eisteddfod being held in Wrexham in 1977.

4.3 MAPS

4.3.1 Introduction: twelve sites (Sites 13-24) were added to the gazetteer from the map
regression and study of primary and secondary sources:

• Site 12 is a house at Morgan’s Tenement, pulled down before 1823, which
was located approximately in the south-east area of Acton Park.

• Site 21 is the approximate route of the former route to Chester, thought to
have run parallel with, and to the south-east of the current Box Lane.

• Site 16 is a lodge on Chester Road, at the junction of the drive from Acton
House with the road.

• Site 14 is a lodge on Box Lane, at the junction of a drive from Acton Hall to
the lane.

• Site 18 is a boat house on the fishpond.

• Site 22 is a small building in the north-east area of the park.

• Site 23 is a sandstone block removed from the parish church and set in the
park as a monument.

• Site 13 is a ha-ha, which crossed the southern area of the park from west to
east.

• Late additions within the park were Home Farm, Site 15, towards the north-
east extent of the park, a pavilion, Site 19, close to the north end of the
fishpond and a rock garden, Site 17. The exact location of the rock garden
(Site 17) is not known as it does not appear on any of the maps described
below, but a written description (ANP 070472/no item number) has it close to
the pavilion (Site 19).

• A later sports pavilion, Site 24, was erected at the west end of a recreation
ground set up in the south-east area of the park in the twentieth century.

4.3.2 Acton Estate, 1823 (FRO D/AH/24) (Plate 13): this is a map titled ‘Acton
Demesne as it was in 1786’. However, this survey is dated 1823 and therefore the
accuracy of this map as a representation of the estate in 1786 is questionable. The
map shows field boundaries within the demesne and roads but little other detail.
The area occupied by Acton Hall is labelled on the map as ‘House and Gardens’,
but the buildings are not drawn on the map. The surrounding fields are numbered
and the accompanying text gives their names. Acton Hall is described as ‘Acton
House, buildings, gardens and courts’. An area referred to as ‘B’ in the south-east
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part of the map is described as ‘Morgan’s Tenement’, and the text refers to a house
as part of ‘B’, which has been pulled down (Site 20).

4.3.3 The road depicted on the west side of the house is presumably the road to Chester
as it was before it was moved to the current Chester Road. The northern part of this
road corresponds with Box Lane; however, the road then continues southwards into
Wrexham, passing close to Acton Hall, whereas the current Box Lane turns to the
south-west. Unfortunately, this map is not accurate enough and does not contain
enough detail to ascertain the exact location of this former route of the road
between Wrexham and Chester. Williams, in his Encyclopaedia of Wrexham, has
attempted to establish the former route of Box Lane (Williams 2001, 18); he has it
running parallel with, and to the south-east of, the current Box Lane (Site 21).
Williams states that, close to the current junction of the path at the back of Acton
School and Acton Gardens, there are several lengths of sandstone wall that may
have been part of the original Chester Road boundary. In addition, a number of tall
trees in this area may mark the former route of the road (Williams 2001).

4.3.4 Tithe for Acton Township and Apportionment 1839 (Fig 3): this map is quite
different to the earlier estate plan. Acton Hall is depicted, as well as an area (no
110) to the north-west of the hall, as ‘walled garden’, although no detail of this is
depicted on the map. Field 109 to the immediate north-east of the hall is described
as ‘hall, buildings, offices, yards and hall grounds’, and presumably also refers to
the buildings depicted to the west of the hall. A strip of woodland heads northwards
from the hall separating areas 109 and 110. To the north-east of the hall the
fishpond is depicted, with the footbridge (Site 2) across it and an island towards its
northern edge. To the north-east of the fishpond, up to the Jeffreys Road boundary,
the land is described as ‘part of park’ (no 108). In the north-west area of the park,
bounded by Jeffrey Road and Box Lane, are fields 116 and 117; field 117 is
described as pasture. To the south of the hall, and bounded to the south by
Rhosnesni Lane, are three fields: 113, 112 and 106 each described as meadows and
pasture. A pathway is marked heading eastwards from Chester Road, through fields
113 and 112 and turning northwards towards Acton Hall, although it does not
appear to continue as far as the hall. Area 94, within field 106, ‘Lower Lawn’, is
described as ‘part of Lower Lawn (mown)’. A building (81) is shown on the west
side of Jeffreys Road, close to the Dean Road/Borras Road junction, and is
presumably Rhosnessney Lodge (Site 5). A ‘lodge’ (no 114) is also depicted at the
Chester Road entrance, and is Greyhound Lodge (Site 10) and ‘The Dogs’ gateway
is also marked on the map as a curved entrance set back from the road (Site 3). The
south and western boundaries of the park, along Box Lane (except for the
northernmost area within field 117), Chester Road and Rhosnesni Lane, are
depicted as being wooded.

4.3.5 To the north-west of Box Lane, Acton House (Site 11) is depicted and a drive heads
southwards from it and then westwards to Chester Road, where a small rectangular
building on the north side of the drive is marked and labelled on later mapping as a
lodge (Site 16). Acton House is shown as surrounded by trees on all sides except
the east. To the north of the house are two small plots, the southern of which
appears to have a walled boundary.

4.3.6 Ordnance Survey, 1872 25” to 1 mile (Fig 4): on this mapping the entrance to
Acton Hall is clearly on the west side of the building, with driveways coming to
this point, around a small circular area of garden in front of the porch. On the south
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side of the building, the terraced area, put in by Robert Cunliffe, can clearly be
seen. A number of outbuildings are marked to the north-west of the hall, along with
several areas which were presumably part of the kitchen gardens; this area is
enclosed by walls. A walled garden is located a little distance to the north-east of
the hall with trees or bushes depicted along its south- and west-facing walls. These
walled areas are bounded by mixed wood and bush plantations, which extend
southwards in front of the east wall of the hall and also partially along its west side.
However, the west entrance of the hall and the area south of the terrace open out
into parkland. To the north-east of the house, on the boundary of one of the
plantation areas, a small circular building is depicted, which is labelled on later
mapping as an ice house (Site 9). A small square building is depicted to the south-
east of the ice house; it is not labelled but was possibly a boiler room or a bothy for
one of the gardeners.

4.3.7 The two fields in the north-west area of the park (nos. 117 and 116 on the tithe) are
still depicted on this mapping, although the eastern of the two fields has been
divided into two. To the south of the park, three large fields are still depicted. A
stream is marked as forming the boundary between the easternmost two fields (nos.
112 and 106 on the tithe). The path across these fields is still depicted, although it is
marked as an undefined or defaced track, which suggests that it had fallen out of
use by this time.

4.3.8 In addition to Rhosnessney Lodge (Site 5) and Greyhound Lodge (Site 10), which
were depicted on the tithe mapping, there is a third lodge on this mapping, on Box
lane (Site 14). Each of these lodges appears to comprise a main building and one or
more outbuildings.

4.3.9 Pathways are now depicted to both the north and south of the fishpond, and
incorporate the footbridge (Site 2) at its eastern end. A path also continues south
from the fishpond to Rhosnessney Lodge (Site 5) and out onto Borras Road. A
boathouse (Site 18) is marked on the south side of the fishpond.

4.3.10 Acton House (Site 11) is depicted much as it is on the tithe, and comprises two
main buildings with smaller outbuildings to the north. A plot to the north-west of
the house, separated from it by a planted area of trees and reached by one of two
paths, is a walled garden comprising two rectangular plots with a perimeter
walkway and a central walkway aligned north/south. A small square building is
depicted just outside the west wall of the garden, which appears to mark the main
entrance to the garden. A second entrance is depicted in the garden’s south-east
corner. To the south of this garden, within the area planted with trees, is a circular
building. Two wells are marked to the south-west of the house.

4.3.11 A milestone is marked on Chester Road a short distance to the south of the lodge,
labelled as ‘Chester 10. Wrexham 1’. The lodge on Chester Road (Site 16) is now
labelled as such.

4.3.12 Ordnance Survey, 1879, 6” to 1 mile (Fig 5): the extent of the park is clearly
defined on this mapping as an area shaded in grey, and covers the whole area
bounded by Box Lane, Chester Road, Rhosnesni Lane and Jeffreys Road, as well as
the area to the north-west of Box Lane, as far north as Acton House and bounded to
the west by Chester Road. The features depicted within the park are the same as on
the 1872 mapping.
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4.3.13 Ordnance Survey, 1899 25” to 1 mile (Fig 6): Acton Hall and its surrounding
gardens and buildings appear much the same as on the 1872 mapping. To the north-
east of the hall a ‘monument’, a sandstone block removed from the parish church,
(Site 23 Plate 14) is marked in an open area between two paths. To the north of
this, the circular ice house building (Site 9) is not depicted on the mapping;
however, the small square building to the south-east of it is shown. The east side of
the hall grounds is now more formally defined. Trees have now been planted along
the curving south-east boundary of the hall grounds and the north end of the
fishpond is also bounded by trees. The path in the south-west corner of the park is
now labelled as ‘Municipal Borough Boundary’, ‘Parliamentary Borough
Boundary’ and ‘Wrexham Contributory to Denbigh’.

4.3.14 The lodge (Site 10) depicted to the south of ‘The Dogs’ gateway (Site 3) on the
Chester Road entrance is not shown on this mapping. However, a new building
labelled ‘lodge’ is marked on the north side of the drive, just inside the gateway.

4.3.15 Towards the north-east extent of the park a group of buildings are depicted in a
field north of a strip of woodland, which extends from the hall grounds to Jeffreys
Road (the north part of field 116 on the tithe). A small building is also marked in
the north corner of the field south of this (Site 22). The field to the north-west of
this (no. 117 on the tithe) has now also been divided in two.

4.3.16 By the time of this mapping Acton House (Site 11) has taken its alternative name,
Little Acton. The house and surrounds are much the same as on the 1872/1879
mapping although no detail is shown within the walled garden. The building
outside the west wall entrance area is still shown on this mapping, and a rectangular
building is marked at the walled garden’s north extent. The circular building in the
wooded area is no longer depicted and a new square building is shown to the south-
east extent of the wood.

4.3.17 Ordnance Survey, 1912, 25” to 1 mile (Fig 7): there are several new outbuildings
to the north-west of Acton Hall, but otherwise the hall and its formal grounds are
the same as on the 1899 mapping. A new building is depicted outside of the
grounds on the drive between Acton Hall and the lodge on Box Lane (Site 14). The
ice-house (Site 9) is marked on this mapping and labelled as such. A square
building is still depicted to its south-east.

4.3.18 The most notable addition to this mapping is the depiction of a ha-ha (Site 13)
along the northern boundaries of the three large fields at the south extent of the
park. The ha-ha extends across the width of the park from Chester Road to the
wood just west of the fishpond. The group of buildings towards the north-east of
the park is now labelled as ‘Home Farm’ (Site 15).

4.3.19 Little Acton (Site 11) is much the same as on the 1899 mapping. The rectangular
building at the north end of the formal garden area now extends across the width of
this area. Several other small outbuildings are depicted in the grounds of the house.

4.3.20 Ordnance Survey, 1915, 6” to 1 mile (Fig 8): Acton Hall and park and Little
Acton appear the same on this mapping as they were depicted on the 1912
mapping.

4.3.21 Ordnance Survey, 1937, 25” to 1 mile (Fig 9): a number of dramatic changes to
Acton Park have taken place by the time of this mapping. Acton Hall and its formal
grounds are very similar on this mapping to how they appeared on the 1915
mapping, although the hall itself is labelled ‘County Council Offices’. A few
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changes have been made to the outbuildings to the north-west of the hall. The ice
house (Site 9) is no longer depicted on this mapping, but the small square building
to the south-east is still shown. A pavilion (Site 19) is marked towards the eastern
extent of the formal garden area, close to the north extent of the fishpond.

4.3.22 To the north-west of the Acton Hall grounds a school is depicted, with a playing
field marked out to its south-west. To the north-east of this, a row of housing on
both sides of a road named ‘Acton Gardens’ extends from the north-west extent of
the Acton Hall grounds to Box Lane. Housing is marked along the extent of the
west side of Box Lane and on the east of Chester Road. South of Little Acton (Site
11) an east/west road named ‘Little Acton Drive’ extends eastwards towards Box
Lane, with housing along its north side. In the area between these houses and Little
Acton two large hollows are shown, one marked as ‘sand pit’ and the other as ‘old
sand pit’. Little Acton and its surrounding grounds remain very similar to how they
were depicted on the 1915 mapping although the driveways to the south of the
house, linking it to the lodge on Chester Road, have gone. The lodge itself (Site 16)
is now the first house on the north side of Little Acton Drive. The west side of
Chester Road is also now heavily developed with housing and, in the area
immediately west of the park, two new churches are depicted, as well as tennis
courts and bowling greens.

4.3.23 There are several additional buildings in the vicinity of the lodge (Site 10) just
inside ‘The Dogs’ gateway (Site 3), none of which are labelled. A small group of
buildings is also shown further east on the south side of this drive to Acton Hall.

4.3.24 A short distance to the south of ‘The Dogs’ on Chester Road, the cross base (Site
12), which was incorporated in the park wall, is now marked. The ha-ha (Site 13) is
still depicted on this mapping and a hollow is depicted on its north side towards its
west extent. A new boundary is depicted which crosses the area just to the north of
the ha-ha at its west end and then crosses over the ha-ha and extends across the
width of the park to just north of the lodge on Jeffreys Road (Site 5). To the south
of this boundary, the park has been heavily developed with housing with the
exception of the south-east corner, which is now marked as a recreation ground. A
pavilion (Site 24) is marked at the west end of the recreation ground. The area to
the north of the new boundary, and bounded to the north by the ha-ha, is now
divided into small square plots, with several buildings marked along the south and
east boundaries.

4.3.25 Home Farm (Site 15) is depicted much the same as it was on the 1915 mapping. To
the north-west of it another group of buildings is now shown within a small plot,
but these are not labelled. The small building (Site 22) which was marked to the
south of Home Farm is no longer marked on this mapping.

4.3.26 Ordnance Survey, 1937-9 (with additions in 1949), 6” to 1 mile (Fig 10): this
mapping is very similar to the 1937 25” mapping.

4.3.27 Ordnance Survey, 1960, 1:2500 (Fig 11): mapping for the eastern half of the park
area only was available for this date, so the Chester Road area is not commented on
here. The most striking change on this mapping is that Acton Hall is no longer
depicted. The area where it stood is blank and lavatories are marked to the east of
this. To the north of where the hall stood, the largest of the outbuildings here are
now named ‘Acton Grange’. A small row of houses extends north from here and a
house named Orchard Way is depicted in the north-west area of the hall grounds.
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To the east of the hall area, the monument (Site 23) is still marked on the mapping
and a shelter is now marked in place of the pavilion (Site 19). To the south-west of
this a small area of ponds is marked. The small square building south-east of the
former ice house (Site 9) is no longer depicted. The fishpond is now labelled ‘pond’
and the footbridge (Site 2) is marked as disused. The boat house (Site 18) is no
longer depicted.  The area to the south-west of the fishpond is now labelled ‘Acton
Park Gardens’.

4.3.28 ‘Acton Park County Primary School’ is now further developed with additions to the
main building, as well as new smaller buildings now marked to its north-west. The
lodge (Site 14) is now labelled ‘Acton School Lodge’.

4.3.29 No further development has taken place in the northern part of the park, but this
area is now labelled as ‘Acton Park Holdings’, as is the area to the south of the ha-
ha (Site 13). Little Acton (Site 11) is now marked as ‘Little Acton Residential
Nursery’.

4.3.30 Ordnance Survey 1985, 1:1250 (Fig 12): mapping for only a small portion of the
Acton Park area, the area just north of the Acton Hall buildings, was available for
this date. The monument (Site 23) is marked on this mapping and the Gorsedd
stone circle (Site 6 Plate 15) is shown to the south-east of it. Both the north part of
the fishpond, now labelled ‘lake’, and its island are marked on this mapping.
Further buildings are shown in the area of the hall grounds with a ‘nursery’ marked
to the east of Orchard Way. To the north of this, more housing developments are
shown extending eastwards from Acton Gardens. Home Farm (Site 15) is not
marked on this mapping, in its place is a public house named the Cunliffe Arms, a
bowling green, tennis courts and Borras Park Evangelical Church.

4.4 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS

4.4.1 Introduction: three sites (Sites 58-60) were added to the gazetteer from the aerial
photographs. Site 60 is a temporary trackway noted to the west of Home Farm,
crossing the northern part of the park. Sites 58-9 refer to groups of parallel drainage
ditches noted on the 1999 aerial photos, to the north of Herbert Jennings Road at
the south extent of the park, and to the north of the fishpond.

4.4.2 Vertical RAF photo from 30th January 1958: the quality of this black and white
photograph was quite poor and therefore it was not possible to locate all of the
gazetteer sites on it. There are several differences between this and the 1937-9 OS
mapping, the most striking of which is the absence of Acton Hall, which had been
demolished in 1956. Also the row of houses heading north of Acton Grange and
Orchard Way are clearly shown on the photo and presumably were erected fairly
soon after the hall was demolished.

4.4.3 A track (Site 60) is evident towards the north end of the park, entering it at the
junction of Box Lane and Jeffreys Road, and running south-eastwards through the
two fields in the north part of the park, where hedgerows have clearly been
removed, before turning east and exiting the park just south of an area of wood.
This track was presumably used as access by Home Farm, which was located just
to the east of the track, it is not depicted on either the 1937-9 or the 1960 OS
mapping and, therefore, was presumably a temporary feature.
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4.4.4 Vertical Ordnance Survey photos from 1999 (Plate 16): these two black and white
photographs were of good quality and a number of features could be seen in the
park. The area of park to the north of Herbert Jennings Road is crossed by parallel
drainage ditches, spaced between 10m and 20m apart, aligned approximately
north/south (Site 58). Drainage ditches can also be seen in the area to the north of
the fishpond, aligned approximately north-east/south-west and spaced between 25m
and 35m apart (Site 59).

4.4.5 The ha-ha (Site 13) had been almost entirely built over by this time; however, there
were two possible areas where it could still be visible: to the immediate north of the
bend towards the east end of Herbert Jennings Avenue and at its east extent. The
eastern end of the ha-ha could be seen on this photograph, but it was not visible in
the area north of the road.
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5.   RESULTS OF THE IDENTIFICATION SURVEY

5.1 INTRODUCTION

5.1.1 The identification survey was conducted throughout the extent of the present day
Acton Park, examining all areas of open ground, and was intended to check the
survival of features and structures observed in the documentary study and to
identify new, previously unrecorded, monuments. The survey identified twenty-
three new sites (36-57 and 61) in addition to enhancing the records of documented
sites; these are discussed by theme and general area within the park below, and are
shown on Figure 13.

5.2 RESULTS

5.2.1 Introduction: the park is much reduced from its original size and is now
surrounded by residential developments. The main part of the park extends west
from Jeffreys Road, south from the Cunliffe Arms, east from Acton School and
north from Herbert Jennings Avenue. A recreation ground is extant in what was the
south-east corner of the park, though it is now separated from the rest of the park
by housing.

5.2.2 Pre-enclosed park: Site 52 is a possible former field boundary, aligned north-east /
south-west, which comprises two parallel ditches with a bank between them, giving
a total width of 3m. This feature appeared to pre-date a former pathway also
identified during the walkover and which was subsequently located on the 1872
mapping (Site 45). Site 52 was not shown on any of the historic maps; however, by
the time of the earliest available mapping (tithe map of 1839), the park was
established and would have resulted in the removal of any earlier field boundaries.

5.2.3 Site 51 (Plate 17) is a prominent gully, c 1.5m in width and up to 0.5m in depth,
which is aligned east/west. Mature trees on a bank flank its south side and a slight
bank is also evident to the north. This feature corresponds with the line of the
southern boundary of field 116 on the tithe mapping (tithe map of 1839), and the
south boundary of field 2 on the OS 1899 map, which has an access track
immediately to the north-west of it. It is probable that the gully was the line of the
track that was sunken into the slope, and the bank on its south side will have
corresponded with the field boundary, which is still in current use.

5.2.4 Acton Hall and Park (1785-1955): Site 36 (Plate 18) is the sandstone boundary
wall for Acton Park, which survives up to 1.5m high in places along Jeffreys Road,
where it has substantial dressed coping stones. In other areas on Jeffreys Road and
also on Box Lane and Chester Road it survives but has been heavily truncated and
can be seen as part of garden walls, as well as along the roadside. Site 48 (Plate 19)
is an earthen bank, planted with mature trees, on the east side of Acton Park,
approximately 1m to the west of the east boundary wall along Jeffreys Road. The
bank was first evident on the 1912 mapping.

5.2.5 Site 47 is the line of a former path/track, evident as a slight bank aligned south-
west/north-east in an area to the north of the fishpond. This feature corresponds
with a path or track depicted as a dashed line on the tithe mapping, heading
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westwards from Jeffreys Road to join with a path which heads north-eastwards
from Acton Hall.

5.2.6 Site 57 (Plate 20) comprises the remains of part of the north and west walls of one
of the former kitchen gardens for Acton Hall, which is located to the north-west of
the hall. The north wall is c 5m in height, with a series of full height buttresses and
there is a small arched alcove in the western corner. There is stone coping on top of
the wall, which evidently survives to full height.

5.2.7 Site 55 (Plate 21) is a hollow-way aligned approximately north-west/south-east and
is flanked by a bank planted with trees to its south-west. This corresponds with the
drive from the Box Lane entrance of the park to Acton Hall, but it appears to have
been modified, to now serve as a short route linking to a house, dated ‘1928’, which
is to the north of the drive.

5.2.8 Site 46 (Plate 22) is a wall aligned approximately north/south to the north-east of
Acton Hall. The line of this wall appears as a dashed boundary on the tithe mapping
and on later mapping it is evident as a boundary dividing a densely planted area to
the west from an area of open park land to the east. Site 54 comprises a slight bank
c 10m in length; it was located on the documented line of the boundary, and there is
the possibility that it was associated with it.

5.2.9 Site 45 is a hollow-way, aligned north-west/south-east and then turning to be
aligned north/south, located on the line of a former path first shown on the 1872
mapping. It appears to post-date a possible former field boundary or drainage ditch
aligned north-east / south-west (Site 52).

5.2.10 Several avenues and groups of mature trees were added to the gazetteer. Site 40
was a group of three mature trees approximately 130m to the south-east of the
former hall, which are likely to represent the remains of formal planting in Acton
Park. Site 42 (Plate 23) is a line of trees in the south-east corner of Acton Park
(now a recreation area). The line corresponds with an area depicted as planted with
trees on the 1872 mapping and a footpath is shown to run approximately on this
line on the 1937 mapping. Site 41 (Plate 24) is a line of mature trees, which
corresponds with a curvi-linear boundary, aligned approximately north/south on the
east side of the park, to the south of the fishpond. This boundary continues to the
south as an earthen bank (Site 43), which was first shown on the 1872 mapping.
Site 44 is a line of mature trees, aligned north-west/south-east, located to the
immediate north-east of the former narrow southern part of the fishpond. This part
of the fishpond was filled-in in the 1970s, but can still be identified as a V-shaped
hollow.

5.2.11 The remains of the ice house, Site 9 (Plate 25), were identified during the walkover
survey. It comprises two lines of machine brick (1.5m wide) extending out of a
substantial earthen-bank. Barbed wire across the top of the bank indicates the
likelihood of a former hole into the structure. To the immediate north is the
boundary of a house, and the northern part of the structure appears to have been
truncated. The ice house was first shown on the OS map of 1872, but was not
shown on mapping after 1937.

5.2.12 The eastern end of the ha-ha (Site 13, Plate 26) was identified during the walkover
survey. The majority of this feature lies beneath modern housing; however, the
eastern end was identified as surviving, and comprises a shallow dip with a marked
bank on its northern side. A small stretch of the ha-ha should potentially have
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survived to west of a housing block and to the east of Herbert Jennings Avenue;
however, this could not be identified on the ground and may have been truncated
by modern landscaping.

5.2.13 Post-demolition of the Hall (1956 - present day): Site 38 is a circular stone paved
path, c 10m in diameter, which is located to the south-west of the fishpond. Further
modern landscaping was apparent to north-west of the fishpond, where two wooden
pagodas have been placed (Site 61). This area was north of the ponds at the north
end of the fishpond and south of the stone circle (Site 6). The boathouse (Site 16),
which was on the south side of the fishpond and the pavilion (Site 19) which was
formerly in the area of the present day pagodas (Site 61), were not identified during
the walkover survey, and are likely to have been removed as part of the landscaping
which took place around the fishpond in the 1970s.

5.2.14 Towards the north extent of the park are two substantial earthen banks planted with
trees, both on a north-west/south-east alignment. Site 49, the most northern of the
two is approximately 22m in length and Site 50, to the south, is approximately 45m
in length. Both banks are approximately 9m wide. The banks can be seen on the
1999 aerial photographs provided by the RCAHMW, but cannot be seen on any of
the historic mapping and are thought to be relatively recent in date, possibly upcast
from adjacent building construction.

5.2.15 Other features: Site 37 is a rectilinear platform, possibly the remains of a terraced
landscape feature. Approximately 95m to the east of Site 37 is Site 39, a small sub-
circular terrace, set into a slope, defined by a slight bank. This feature is likely to be
a tree scar.

5.2.16 Site 53 is a linear earthwork approximately 10m in length, aligned north-
west/south-east, that is apparent as a possible terrace. This feature was possibly
associated with a boundary, shown to the immediate west on the 1899 mapping (the
same boundary that Site 46 is part of), and enclosing the more formerly planted
area associated with Acton Hall. Site 56 is an earthen mound located on the
parkside of a modern boundary fence. This fence roughly corresponds with the
former boundary of the more formal area of gardens associated with Acton Hall
and Acton Park to the south-east. The mound has a man hole cover on one side and
brick material protruding; it was probably a modern dump of spoil.
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6. LANDSCAPE HISTORY

6.1 INTRODUCTION

6.1.1 Presented below is a chronological compilation of the archaeological and historical
data for the site, previously presented in Sections 3 and 5, in the form of a
landscape history.  This narrative section excludes bibliographic references in order
to improve the flow of the text, which instead are incorporated within the earlier
sections of the report (Section 3.3). All the gazetteer sites have been superimposed
on the second edition ordnance survey map of 1899 (Fig 14).

6.2 PRE-ENCLOSED PARK

6.2.1 Prehistory: there are three prehistoric sites within the gazetteer, Site 27 the findspot
of six Mesolithic flints, Site 25 the findspot of a hoard of six bronze unlooped
palstaves and one possible chisel. Site 8 was a parchmark in dry grassland of a
small circular ring ditch with a broad ditch, that was discovered during aerial
reconnaissance in 2006, and which has been interpreted as the levelled remains of a
Bronze Age round barrow. The site of this possible barrow was visited as part of
the walkover survey, but there were no visible signs of it on the ground, indicating
that it had no surface expression.

6.2.2 Medieval: the first references to Acton are from 1202, when the lands were granted
to the monks of Valle Crucis Abbey at Llangollen. There does not appear to have
been a settlement or village associated with the Acton township and the various
farms named ‘Rhosnessney’ in the area were the only settled areas.

6.2.3 Site 12 is part of a probable medieval cross base, called Croes Eneurys, which was
found during works for the construction of a park wall along Chester Road by Sir
Foster Cunliffe in the 1890s. A farmstead named Croes-yn-euris is marked on the
OS first edition mapping a short distance to the west of Chester Road, and the cross
is thought to have stood nearby.

6.2.4 Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries: in the sixteenth century the Acton Park
Estate was recorded as 317 acres out of the total Acton township, which was 890
acres. The first recorded owner of the estate was Jeffrey ap Hugh of Acton, and it is
likely that he was Jeffrey Hughes, one of the chief inhabitants of the Acton
Township in 1583. Norden’s survey of 1620 states that the estate belonged to John
Jeffreys Esq., the son of Jeffrey Hughes.

6.2.5 John Jeffreys, was the grandfather of George Jeffreys who was born in 1647 in
Acton Hall. In 1670 the hall was taxed for eleven hearths and it was listed at the
end of the seventeenth century as one of the chief houses of Wrexham. The estate
subsequently appears to have been owned by George Jeffreys’ nephew, Griffith
Jeffreys who carried out major alterations to Acton Hall.

6.2.6 Eighteenth Century: in 1747 estates in Acton and Borras (to the east of Acton)
were sold to Ellis Yonge, who lived exclusively at Acton Hall and is reputed to
have made many additions to the hall during this time. In 1782 Acton Hall was put
up for sale and the hall was described as a mansion house with outhouses, stables,
gardens and hothouses together with demesne lands of approximately 194 acres.
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6.2.7 Several sites in the gazetteer appear to pre-date the enclosure of the park. Site 12 is
a house at Morgan’s Tenement, located approximately in the south-east area of
Acton Park, which was pulled down before 1823. Site 52 is a possible former field
boundary identified during the walkover, which appears to pre-date a former
pathway located on the 1872 mapping (Site 45).

6.3 ACTON HALL AND PARK (1785-1955)
6.3.1 Sir Foster Cunliffe (1785-1834):  when Sir Foster Cunliffe bought Acton Hall in

1785 he made a number of repairs and renovations to the house. A classical style
wing was added in 1786-7, entered by a curved stairway and covered portico and,
by the time of Sir Foster Cunliffe’s death, the hall was of red brick with stone
coigns.

6.3.2 In around 1790, Chester Road was constructed; previously the route to Chester had
run parallel to Box Lane (Site 21). Sir Foster Cunliffe took the construction of the
road as an opportunity to lay out and enclose the park at Acton Hall and to move
the Box Lane route further to the north west, thereby providing Acton Hall with
some privacy. A sandstone wall (Site 36) was subsequently built along Jeffreys
Road, Box Lane, Chester Road, Rhosnesni Lane and Borras Road. During the
walkover survey the boundary wall was noted as surviving up to 1.5m high in
places along Jeffreys Road, where it has substantial dressed coping stones.
However, in 1972 it was reported that the east side of the Acton Park boundary wall
was to be lowered as part of an improvement scheme for Jeffreys Road. Therefore,
although some stretches of wall have their original coping stones, these stretches
may not represent the original height of the wall. The wall was also noted as
partially surviving, although obviously truncated and without original coping
stones, on Box Lane and Chester Road.

6.3.3 In 1820, when the Chester Road was complete, the entrance to Acton Hall off it
was marked by a Doric entrance screen known as ‘The Dogs’ (Site 3 Plate 27).
Four wooden, sitting greyhounds, derived from the theme of the Cunliffe family
crest, stood on top of the screen. The gateway still stands today, although the four
greyhounds are replicas, and were set on the screen in the 1980s.

6.3.4 Acton Hall is depicted on the tithe map for 1839, and listed as a hall, walled
garden, buildings, offices, yards and hall grounds. The fishpond is depicted on this
mapping, with the footbridge (Site 2) across it and an island towards its northern
edge. Areas of pasture are shown at the north and south extents of the park, which
were evidently still being farmed. A lodge towards the south-east corner of the
park, and another on Chester Road (Sites 5 and 10) are depicted on the tithe. Lodge
10 is located on the south side of ‘The Dogs’ gateway (Site 3) at this time. The
south and western boundaries of the park along Box Lane, Chester Road and
Rhosnesni Lane are depicted as being wooded. To the north-west of Box Lane,
Acton House (Site 11) and its lodge (Site 16) are also depicted on the tithe.

6.3.5 Several new sites were added to the gazetteer for the period 1785 - 1858 as a result
of the walkover survey. Site 57 is the remains of part of the north and west walls of
one of the former kitchen gardens for Acton Hall, located to the north-west of the
hall, and Site 55 is the remains of the drive from the Box Lane entrance of the park
to Acton Hall, and appears to have been modified to access a house dated ‘1928’ on
the north of the drive; both are depicted on the tithe map (1839). Site 46 is the
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remains of a wall aligned approximately north/south to the north-east of Acton
Hall. The line of this wall appears as a dashed boundary on the tithe mapping and
on later mapping it is evident as a boundary dividing a densely planted area to the
west from an area of open park land to the east. Sites 53 and 54, both linear
earthworks approximately 10m in length, were possibly also associated with this
boundary. Site 47 is the line of a possible former path, which corresponds with a
path or track depicted as a dashed line on the tithe mapping heading westwards
from Jeffreys Road, and linking to a path heading south-west to Acton Hall.

6.3.6 Sir Robert Alfred Cunliffe (1858-1905): when Sir Robert Alfred Cunliffe became
owner of Acton Hall in 1858 he encased the classical wing with stone, built
nurseries for his children over the back entrance, converted the south entrance hall
into a library and added a new entrance porch on the west side. This western
entrance to Acton Hall is clearly marked on the 1872 mapping, with driveways
coming to this point, around a small circular area of garden in front of the porch. A
terrace was also added on the south side of the house, and is evident on the 1872
map. A number of outbuildings are marked on the 1872 mapping to the north-west
of the hall, along with several areas which were presumably part of the kitchen
gardens. A walled garden is marked a little distance to the north of the hall with
trees or bushes depicted along its south and west facing walls. The outbuildings and
kitchen gardens are bounded by mixed wood and bush plantations, with the
exception of the west entrance of the hall and the area south of the terrace, which
open out into parkland.

6.3.7 The ice house (Site 9) is first depicted on the 1872 mapping, with a small square
un-named building to its south-east, which was possibly a boiler room or bothy.
The remains of the ice house were identified during the walkover survey, but the
small square building was not evident. Pathways were depicted to both the north
and south of the fishpond on the 1872 mapping, incorporating the footbridge (Site
2) at its eastern end. A path also continued south from the fishpond to Rhosnessney
Lodge (Site 5) and out onto Borras Road. A boathouse (Site 18) was located on the
south side of the fishpond by 1872.

6.3.8 The park lodges were built, or rebuilt at this time. Site 14, the lodge on Box Lane is
first shown on the 1872 mapping, but there is no visible date stone on this building,
so its exact date is not known. Site 5 has a date stone of 1876 and therefore must be
a replacement of the building shown on the tithe and first edition mapping. Sites 10
and 16 have date stones of 1887 and it is evident that the 1887 lodge at Site 16 must
have replaced or substantially enhanced the earlier building. The 1887 lodge at Site
10 is located on the north side of ‘The Dogs’ and the earlier lodge building on the
south side of the gateway is assumed to have been demolished at around this time.

6.3.9 On the 1899 mapping a ‘monument’ is marked in an open area between two paths
to the north-east of the hall; this is a sandstone block that was removed from the
parish church (Site 23). The east side of the hall grounds was more formally
defined by this time. Trees had by this time been planted along the curving south-
eastern boundary of the hall grounds and the north end of the fishpond was also
bounded by trees. Home Farm (Site 15) was built towards the north-eastern extent
of the park by 1899 and a small building (Site 22) was also marked in this area at
this time.

6.3.10 Several new sites were added to the gazetteer for the period 1858-1905 as a result
of the walkover survey. Site 45 is the line of a former path first shown on the 1872
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mapping. It appears to post-date a possible former field boundary aligned north-
east/south-west (Site 52). There were also several lines and groups of mature trees
recorded in the park: Site 40, is a group of three mature trees c 130m to the south-
east of the former hall; Site 42 a tree lined avenue in the south-east corner of Acton
Park, which corresponds with an area depicted as planted with trees on the 1872
mapping; Sites 41 and 43 correspond with a line of mature trees and an earth bank
which correspond with a curvi-linear boundary to the south of the fishpond, also
first shown on the 1872 mapping. Site 44 is a line of mature trees, located to the
immediate north-east of the former narrow southern part of the fishpond.

6.3.11 Foster Cunliffe (1905-1916): the estate passed from Robert Cunliffe to another
Foster Cunliffe in 1905, and at this time the Cunliffes moved from Acton Hall and
it was rented out. An undated advertisement of Acton Hall as a property to let
(thought to be from the first half of the twentieth century) lists the details of the
furnished hall as well as the features of the estate including stabling for twelve
horses and other outbuildings, bedrooms for grooms over the stables, three lodges
and a bothy for two men in the garden as well as plentiful grounds for shooting
partridges and pheasants.

6.3.12 By the time of the 1912 mapping several new outbuildings were depicted to the
north-west of Acton Hall. A new building was also depicted outside of the grounds
on the drive between Acton Hall and the lodge on Box Lane (Site 14). The ha-ha
(Site 13) was first shown on this mapping, along the northern boundaries of the
three large fields at the south extent of the park extending across the width of the
park from Chester Road to the wood just west of the fishpond. A small portion of
the ha-ha, visible as a shallow ditch and bank, was identified during the walkover
survey.

6.3.13 At least one new site was added to the gazetteer for the period 1905-1916 as a
result of the walkover survey. Site 48 is an earth bank, approximately 1m to the
west of the east park boundary wall along Jeffreys Road; it is first evident on the
1912 mapping.

6.3.14 The decline of the Park (1916-1955): during the First World War men from the
Denbighshire Hussars Imperial Yeomanry were encamped in the grounds of the
park and used the grounds for training. The younger Foster Cunliffe was killed in
France in the First World War and the trustees of the estate sold it to Bernard
Oppenheimer, a Belgian diamond merchant.

6.3.15 In 1918 sixty-nine and a half acres at the south extent of the park, were purchased
by the town council from Bernard Oppenheimer for a housing estate. In 1920
Oppenheimer built a diamond cutting and polishing factory, approximately 50m
east of Box Lane Lodge (Site 14) on the west side of Acton Park; the factory was
converted into Acton Primary School in 1923. Oppenheimer died in 1920 and left
part of Acton Park to be used for disabled ex-servicemen, as part of Lloyd George’s
‘Homes for Heroes’ scheme. Eleven small holdings, including seven market
gardens and four dairy holdings, were located on the estate and five cottages were
built towards the south end of the park on Oak Drive.

6.3.16 William Aston bought the hall after Oppenheimer’s death; he occupied Acton
Grange, a house built close to the kitchen gardens of Acton Hall and near the
residential road named ‘Acton Gardens’, which extended from the north-west
extent of the Acton Hall grounds to Box Lane. In 1923 the hall was used for
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displaying furniture and most of the hall and the park were open to the public in
this period between the wars. Features of the park at this time were the rock
gardens (Site 17), thought to be close to the pavilion (Site 19) and close to the north
end of the fishpond, a summerhouse, (Site 7) whose location is not known, and an
open air theatre located somewhere near the hall where performances took place in
the 1930s.

6.3.17 By 1937 Acton Hall was being used as offices by the County Council.
Development had taken place just inside ‘The Dogs’ gateway and further east on
the south side of the drive to Acton Hall. Little Acton lodge (Site 16) had been
incorporated into the northern side of Little Acton Drive, and an area of housing.
Development had also taken place to the north of Home Farm (Site 15).

6.3.18 The southern part of the park had also been heavily developed with housing by
1937 with the exception of the south-east corner, which had become a recreation
ground. A brick sports pavilion, Site 24, was erected at the west end of the
recreation ground. To the north of this development, and bounded to the north by
the ha-ha (Site 13), was an area divided into small square plots, with several
buildings marked along the south and east boundaries. These are likely to have
been the small holdings set up in the 1920s after Oppenheimer’s death.

6.3.19 In 1940 the hall was taken over by the war office and nissen huts on concrete bases
were erected in the park (Site 26); several different regiments were accommodated
in the park during the Second World War. By 1955 the hall was considered to be in
too bad a state of repair to maintain and the classical wing was demolished. In 1956
the rest of the building was demolished. The wooden footbridge across the fishpond
(Site 2) was also demolished in the 1950s.

6.4 POST-DEMOLITION OF THE HALL (1956-PRESENT DAY)
6.4.1 Following the demolition of the hall several new buildings were erected in the area

of the former hall and gardens, and various changes were made to the park in the
second half of the twentieth century to make it a public space. These developments
included a car park, tennis courts, and bowling green to the north of the park behind
the Cunliffe Arms. In the 1970s the narrow south-eastern end of the fishpond was
filled in and the remainder of the fishpond was drained so that a plastic base could
be put in; some levelling and re-shaping of the fishpond also took place at this time.
Further housing development also took place within the park in the 1960s.

6.4.2 Site 60 is a trackway, possibly associated with Home Farm, and was noted on an
aerial photo from 1958, but not shown on any of the historical mapping consulted.
The trackway extends beyond the park boundary and its function is not clear.

6.4.3 Acton Park County Primary School had additions to the main building as well as
new smaller buildings marked to its north-west by the 1960s. The lodge (Site 14)
had also been taken over by the school by this time. Little Acton (Site 11) had
become a ‘Residential Nursery’ by this time and was demolished in the 1990s to
make way for more housing.

6.4.4 St John’s Church, Site 35, was built in 1973 on Herbert Jennings Avenue. A
Gorsedd stone circle, Site 6, was erected in Acton Park in 1976 in advance of the
National Eisteddfod being held in Wrexham in 1977.
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6.4.5 Four features, which are likely to date from the second half of the twentieth
century, were added to the gazetteer from the walkover survey. A circular stone
paved path (Site 38) is located to the south-west of the fishpond, two wooden
pagodas (Site 61) are located to the north-west of the fishpond, and two earth banks
planted with trees are located towards the north extent of the park (Sites 49, and
50). The latter were probably spoil dumps from the construction of the adjacent
housing.

6.5 UNDATED FEATURES

6.5.1 Site 37 is a rectilinear platform, possibly the remains of a terraced landscape feature
and Site 39 is a probable tree throw, located 95m to the east. The latter is
representative of a number of similar tree throws scattered throughout the park.
Site 56 is an earthen mound, possibly a modern dump, located on the parkside of a
modern boundary fence, which roughly corresponds with the former boundary of
the more formal area of gardens associated with Acton Hall and Acton Park to the
south-east. Sites 58 and 59 are two groups of parallel drainage ditches noted to the
north of Herbert Jennings Road and to the north of the fishpond. The date of this
drainage is unknown.
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APPENDIX 2 - SITE GAZETTEER

Site Number 1
Site Name Acton Park
NGR SJ 34450 52020
Ref no NMR 266417; CPAT 64045
Site Type Park
Period Post-medieval
Condition Survives, although reduced from its original size.
Source NMR
Description Country house garden and grounds, set out in the late eighteenth century.

Site Number 2
Site Name Acton Park footbridge
NGR SJ 34680 51936
Ref no NMR 24029
Site Type Footbridge
Period Post-medieval
Condition No longer extant
Source NMR
Description Wooden footbridge. Marked on the 1839 tithe map and later OS mapping, but shown as
‘dis-used’ on the OS map of 1960.

Site Number 3
Site Name ‘The Dogs’ - Chester Road 'Acton Hall', entrance screen to former drive
NGR SJ 33740 51820
Ref no NMR 26755;CPAT 32687
Statutory
Designation Listed Building 1748 (II )
Site Type Gate Piers
Period Post-medieval
Condition Still extant - replacement greyhounds were set on the piers in 1982.
Source NMR; HER
Description Late eighteenth century ashlar gate piers, the design of which has been attributed to
Thomas Harrison. Each side is a doric colonnade of three bays, with cornice. The piers were surmounted by
wooden greyhounds. The gates are missing, but the iron railings with spike finials and a band of circlets
extends through the colonnades into flanking quadrants towards the road, each with circular stone posts,
terminating each in section of wall with cornice and panel. The gateway is shown on the 1839 tithe mapping.

Site Number 4
Site Name Acton Hall
NGR SJ 34280 51940
Ref no NMR 26754 and 33076; CPAT 64044
Site Type Hall (site of)
Period Post-medieval
Condition Demolished 1954
Source NMR; HER
Description The existing hall was re-designed in 1786 by James Wyatt, the hall had four main
wings. It was of ashlar construction, had two storeys with a basement. There were three bays, with moulded
plaster ceilings. There was a nineteenth century right-angled addition. Since it was demolished, the grounds
of the hall have been extensively built over.

Site Number 5
Site Name The Lodge, Jeffreys Road (west side)
NGR SJ 34800 51610
Ref no CPAT 32691
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Statutory
Designation Listed Building 1752 (II )
Site Type Lodge
Period Post-medieval
Condition Still extant
Source HER
Description Known as Rhosnessney Lodge, it is located on Dean Road/Borras Road. This lodge
bears the inscription ‘R.A. – C. – E.S.E. (Robert Alfred and Eleanor Sophia Egerton Cunliffe) 1876
(Williams 2001) (nb a lodge appears in this location on the 1839 tithe mapping). It was built in a Neo-
vernacular style, strongly influenced by John Douglas of Chester, but the architect is not known. It has
roughly coursed and squared rubble walls to the lower storey, and is half timbered above, with a red plain
tiled hipped roof. The entrance is in the centre of the elevation away from street, with flanking casement
windows. The gbled return has a jettied upper storey, and 4-light casement window with small panes one on
each floor, the upper window is beneath a gabled dormer. There are similar windows to the right of the street
elevation. It has clustered brick axial end wall stacks with corbelled caps. There is a single storeyed service
wing with hipped roof built out from the far gable. It is listed as a good example of neo-vernacular estate
architecture.

Site Number 6
Site Name The Gorsedd Circle, Wrexham
NGR SJ 34364 52062
Ref no NMR 32686
Statutory
Designation -
Site Type Gorsedd Circle
Period Post-medieval
Condition Still extant
Source NMR
Description Gorsedd Stone circle erected in 1976 for the Eisteddfod held in Wrexham in 1977.  It
was first shown on the 1985 OS mapping.

Site Number 7
Site Name Acton Park Summerhouse
NGR SJ 34000 52000 (general area)
Ref no NMR 23039
Statutory
Designation -
Site Type Summerhouse
Period Post-medieval
Condition No longer extant.
Source NMR
Description The location of the summerhouse is not known, but the NMR holds an undated black
and white photo of a summerhouse in Acton Park.

Site Number 8
Site Name Acton Park Barrow
NGR SJ 34510 52210
Ref no NMR 406072
Statutory
Designation -
Site Type Barrow
Period Bronze Age
Condition Unknown
Source NMR
Description A parchmark on dry grassland of a small circular ring ditch with a broad ditch, probably
representing the levelled foundations of a Bronze Age round barrow. It was discovered during RCAHMW
aerial reconnaissance on the 17th July 2006 (Frame nos. AP_2006_2696-2700). This feature could not be
identified during the walkover survey and was not visible on aerial photographs from 1958 and 1999, which
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were consulted as part of this survey.

Site Number 9
Site Name Acton Park Ice House
NGR SJ 34329 52165
Ref no NMR 405442
Statutory
Designation -
Site Type Ice House
Period Post-medieval
Condition No longer extant
Source NMR; walkover survey
Description An ice house shown on the 25 inch OS map of 1872, but not shown on mapping after
1937. The limited surface remains of a structure on the site of the ice house were identified during the
walkover survey.  It comprises two lines of machine brick (1.5m wide) extending out of a substantial earthen
bank. The brick work extends towards a walled boundary.  It presently has a line of barbed wire across the
top, evidently to ensure the safety of visitors. There is a worn gully extending down from the putative
entrance of the ice house. A small square building, possibly associated with the ice house, is also marked on
the 1872 mapping and is shown on the 1960 mapping, but not on later mapping. This feature was not
identified during the walkover survey.

Site Number 10
Site Name Acton Park Lodge
NGR SJ 33750 51830
Ref no NMR 26756 / CPAT 32688
Statutory
Designation Listed Building 1749 (II )
Site Type Lodge
Period Post-medieval
Condition Still extant
Source NMR; HER; map regression; walkover survey
Description A lodge appears on the 1839 tithe and on the 1872 OS mapping, to the south of ‘The
Dogs’ gateway on Chester Road (Site 3). Its proximity to the gateway led to it being known locally as
‘Greyhound Lodge’ (Williams 2001). By the time of the 1899 25” mapping the original lodge had gone and a
new lodge was depicted to the east of the gateway, on the north side of the drive - this lodge is still extant.
This lodge, built in 1877, is of neo-vernacular style and is strongly influenced by Douglas, but the architect is
not known. It is coursed with squared stone and has a red tiled roof. It is single storeyed with an upper floor
entirely within the roof. It has a Mansard roof over main range, the upper slope continuing as a hipped
catslide over recessed entrance range to left, and forming a porch carried on timber brackets in front of
recessed door. There are small 2-light mullioned windows light for the the entrance hall and room to its rear,
the main ground floor room has canted mullioned bay windows with hipped roof forming the apron of a
gabled dormer above. There are similar dormer windows with date and initials in pargetting of gable over
entrance range. The stack is on the centre of the roof. It is Listed as a good example of neo-vernacular estate
architecture.
Additional information from the walkover survey: the western dormer window has a date stone of 1887
surrounded by fine tracery. Below are four 12 light panels. The southern dormer has similar tracery within
which are the letters C  R A E. below it are three 40 light panels. Below on the ground floor is a bay window
with mullioned windows reflecting the neo-seventeenth century vernacular style.

Site Number 11
Site Name Little Acton  - House and Garden
NGR SJ 34050 52460
Ref no NMR 27398 (house) and 266417 (garden)
Site Type House and Garden
Period Post-medieval
Condition Demolished in the 1990s (Williams 2001).
Source NMR
Description Acton House is marked on the 1839 tithe, by the time of the second edition ordnance
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survey 25” map of Denbighshire XXVIII, Sheet 4 (1899) the house was known as ‘Little Acton’. Its main
elements on that map include greenhouse, carriage drive, kitchen garden, sundial and orchard. The house had
been converted into a nursery by 1960, but was demolished in the 1990s when a new area of housing named
Kensington Drive was constructed.

Site Number 12
Site Name Croes Eneurys Cross Fragment
NGR SJ 33700 51600
Ref no CPAT 101539
Site Type Cross base fragment
Period Medieval
Condition Built into a wall, which forms the western boundary of Acton Park along Chester Road.
Source HER
Description The base of a square cross called Croes Eneurys, that was built into a wall adjacent to
the A483. It was recorded as being 0.66m high. The cross was mentioned by Lluyd in 1698, and part of the
original pillar is thought to have stood nearby, but is now lost. The cross base first appears on the OS
mapping from 1937. This feature was not identified during the walkover survey.

Site Number 13
Site Name Ha-ha at south end of Acton Park
NGR approximate west end 333670, 351380 approximate east end 334660, 351900
Ref no -
Site Type Ditch
Period Post-medieval
Condition All except the eastern end of this feature is now beneath an area developed for housing.
The eastern end is visible as a very shallow earthwork.
Source Map regression; documentary research; walkover survey
Description A ha-ha running approximately from west to east at the southern extent of Acton Park.
It was  first shown on the 1912 25” OS mapping as a linear cut, but appears as a field boundary on the tithe
mapping and OS editions of 1872 and 1899. It appeared on mapping as late as 1985, but this area has since
been developed for housing. The eastern end of this feature was identified during the walkover survey. The
feature comprised a shallow dip with a slight bank to the north.

Site Number 14
Site Name Box Lane Lodge
NGR 334031, 352103
Ref no -
Site Type Lodge
Period Post-medieval
Condition Survives as part of Acton School (no. 22 Box Lane)
Source Map regression; documentary research; walkover survey
Description A lodge is shown on the 1872 OS mapping on the east side of Box Lane. This later
served as the home of the caretaker for Acton Park School, as it was located just inside the school gates
(Williams 2001). Additional information from the walkover survey: It is a heavily improved lodge
constructed of yellow sandstone ashlar. It has an ornate turret extending forward of the main building, which
has a four light mullioned window. It is constructed to incorporate a neo-vernacular tradition. The rear of the
building has a later addition constructed in rough dressed masonry. It has ornate corbels above a single light
corner window. There was no evidence of any date stone, which, by logic, should be above the turret
mullioned window. On top of the turret is a metal flag embossed with ‘C’ presumably referring to Cunliffe
and in a similar style to the date stones on the other lodges; however, it was not necessarily contemporary.
The north-eastern part of the building appears to be a later extension, but in a masonry that closely matches
with the original giving the appearance of long continuous facade. The north-east gable is rendered and was
probably of modern breeze block construction.

Site Number 15
Site Name Home Farm
NGR 334455, 352366
Ref no -
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Site Type Farm
Period Post-medieval
Condition Demolished
Source Map regression; documentary research
Description Home Farm is shown on the 1899 OS mapping on the west side of Jeffreys Road.
According to Williams this started out as Bailiff’s Lodge, which was later adapted into Home Farm. The
lodge building was demolished in the 1960s (Williams 2001).

Site Number 16
Site Name Little Acton Lodge
NGR 333788, 352308
Ref no -
Site Type Lodge
Period Post-medieval
Condition Still extant
Source Map regression; walkover survey
Description A lodge shown on the tithe map of 1839 and the 1872 OS mapping on the east side of
Chester Road and to the south west of Acton House. A path or drive runs eastwards from the lodge and turns
northwards to meet the front of Acton House. The lodge had been incorporated into a row of housing along
‘Little Acton Drive’ by 1937. Additional information from the walkover survey. It is a lodge building, and
for the most part was single story with a timber framed central tower. The tower reflects the same neo-
vernacular style seen on lodge Site 10. The roof line of the house extends into a full length over a hanging
eaved canopy.  The windows have been replaced with UPVC double glazing. Above the first floor window is
a dated timber ‘R A C E’ with ‘C’ in the middle, referring to Robert Cunliffe. The date is 1887 in a similar
style to lodge Site 10.

Site Number 17
Site Name Rock Gardens
NGR 334600, 352000 (approximate area)
Ref no -
Site Type Rock Gardens
Period Post-medieval
Condition No longer extant
Source Documentary research
Description Rock gardens, which were located on the north side of the fishpond in Acton Park;
however, their exact location is not known. A photo of the gardens in the 1930s is shown on page 19 of
Williams’ Encyclopaedia of Wrexham (Williams 2001).

Site Number 18
Site Name Boat House
NGR 334533, 351970
Ref no -
Site Type Boat House
Period Post-medieval
Condition No longer extant
Source Map regression
Description A boat house, which was located on the south side of the fishpond in Acton Park, and
was shown on the OS 1872 mapping. It was marked on the 1960 OS mapping, but does not appear after this
date. No evidence for the remains of this feature could be found during the walkover survey.

Site Number 19
Site Name Pavilion
NGR 334437, 352082
Ref no -
Statutory
Designation -
Site Type Pavilion
Period Post-medieval
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Condition No longer extant.
Source Map regression
Description A pavilion located to the north-west of the fishpond in Acton Park, and marked on the
1937 OS mapping.  A ‘shelter’ was marked in the location of the pavilion on the 1960 OS map. No evidence
for the remains of this feature could be found during the walkover survey.

Site Number 20
Site Name Morgan’s Tenement
NGR 334700, 351500 (approximate area)
Ref no -
Site Type House
Period ?Post-medieval
Condition Demolished by 1823
Source Map regression
Description A map titled ‘Acton Demesne as it was in 1786’ (FRO D/AH/24). shows an area close
to the junction between Jeffreys Road, Dean Road and Borras Road, referred to as ‘B’. This is described as
‘Morgan’s Tenement’, and the accompanying text refers to a house as part of ‘B’, which has been pulled
down. No evidence for the remains of this feature could be found during the walkover survey.

Site Number 21
Site Name Former route of Box Lane
NGR Approximate north end 334216, 352413, approximate south end 333673, 351521
Ref no -
Site Type Road
Period ?Post-medieval
Condition No longer extant
Source Williams 2001
Description Williams, in his Encyclopaedia of Wrexham (2001, 18), has the former route of Box
Lane running parallel with and to the south east of the current Box Lane. Close to the junction of the path at
the back of Acton School and Acton Gardens there are several lengths of sandstone wall, which may have
been part of the original Chester Road boundary. In addition a number of tall trees in this area may mark the
former route of the road.

Site Number 22
Site Name Building towards north extent of Acton Park
NGR 334290, 352340 (approximate location)
Ref no -
Site Type Building
Period Post-medieval
Condition No longer extant
Source Map regression
Description A small building is marked in the north corner of the southern half of field 116 (as
numbered on the tithe) on the 1899 OS mapping. It is marked on the 1937 OS mapping, but not shown after
this date. This area is now developed with housing.

Site Number 23
Site Name ‘Monument’ in Acton Park
NGR 334335,352103
Ref no -
Site Type Monument
Period Post-medieval
Condition Still extant
Source Map regression
Description A ‘monument’ is marked to the north-east of the hall in an open area between two paths
on the 1899 OS mapping. This is a carved sandstone block that was removed from the Parish Church during a
restoration programme. Local legend has it that anyone who climbs on the block will not be able to climb off
again (Williams 2001, 22).
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Site Number 24
Site Name Pavilion at west side of recreation ground
NGR 334478, 351492
Ref no -
Site Type Building
Period Twentieth century
Condition Still extant
Source Map regression
Description A small building labelled ‘pavilion’ is marked at the west end of the recreation ground,
located in what was the south-east corner of Acton Park, on the 1937 OS mapping.

Site Number 25
Site Name Acton Nursery Bronze Age Hoard
NGR SJ 348 518
Ref no CPAT 100386
Site Type Findspot
Period Bronze Age
Condition Unknown
Source HER
Description A hoard of six bronze unlooped palstaves and one chisel (?) found c1875 in the garden
of Acton Nursery.

Site Number 26
Site Name Acton Park (multiple site)
NGR SJ 3430 5200
Ref no CPAT 64043 and 64046
Site Type Camp
Period Modern
Condition No longer extant
Source HER
Description A transit camp established in the park during Second World War

Site Number 27
Site Name Borras Flints
NGR SJ 3475 5235
Ref no CPAT 101654
Site Type Findspot
Period Mesolithic
Condition The finds are held by the National Museum in Cardiff.
Source HER
Description Six flints consisting of one microblade, presumably of Mesolithic date, three flakes and
two scrapers were found in 1977 in the front garden of 19 Northwood.

Site Number 28
Site Name Garden Village, Acton Gate (N side) No 63
NGR SJ 33607 51953
Ref no CPAT 32798; NMR 405015
Statutory
Designation Listed Building 1857 (II )
Site Type House
Period Twentieth century
Condition Still extant
Source HER; NMR
Description A house on the bend of Acton Road, set back from the road line, in a small garden. It
was built as part of Wrexham Garden Village, an ambitious housing scheme initiated by Wrexham Tenants
Limited in 1913 under the aegis of Co-Partnership Tenants, but adopted as one of its first five schemes by the
Welsh Town Planning and Housing Trust. GL Sutcliffe was the architect to Co-Partnership Tenants, and was
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responsible for the layout of the estate, as well as for many of the building designs. This house, designed by
Sutcliffe, was among the earliest houses to be built in the village. It is a good, almost unaltered example of
the original housing design for the Garden Village, forming a group of varied house designs with Nos. 65-67
and 69-71 Acton Gate.

Site Number 29
Site Name Garden Village, Acton Gate (N side) Nos. 65-67 (odd)
NGR SJ 33626 51963
Ref no CPAT 32799
Statutory
Designation Listed Building 1858 (II )
Site Type House
Period Twentieth century
Condition
Source HER
Description A pair of houses sited east of the bend on Acton Gate, set back from the road in small
gardens. It was built as part of the Wrexham Garden Village.

Site Number 30
Site Name Garden Village, Acton Gate (N side) Nos. 69-71 (odd)
NGR SJ 33662 51968
Ref no CPAT 32800
Statutory
Designation Listed Building 1859 (II )
Site Type House
Period Twentieth century
Condition Still extant
Source HER
Description A pair of houses sited east of the bend on Acton Gate, set back from the road in small
gardens. It was built as part of the Wrexham Garden Village.

Site Number 31
Site Name No 67 Acton gate (N side), Garden village
NGR SJ 33639 51965
Ref no CPAT 42321
Statutory
Designation Listed Building 16512 (II )
Site Type House
Period Post Medieval
Condition Still extant
Source HER
Description A pair of houses sited east of the bend on Acton Gate, set back from the road in small
gardens. It was built as part of the Wrexham Garden Village.

Site Number 32
Site Name No 71 Acton gate (N side). Garden Village
NGR SJ 33674 51970
Ref no CPAT 42322
Site Type House
Period Post Medieval
Condition Still extant
Source HER
Description A pair of houses towards the junction of Chester Road and Acton Gate, set back from
the road in small gardens. It was built as part of the Wrexham Garden Village.

Site Number 33
Site Name No 95, Dean Road (W side)
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NGR SJ 34861 51550
Ref no CPAT 42294
Statutory
Designation Listed Building 16471 (II )
Site Type House
Period 19th century
Condition Still extant
Source HER
Description A pair of cottages, dated 1875 and built as part of the Acton Park estate. It was Listed as
a good example of Neo-vernacular estate architecture.

Site Number 34
Site Name Wrexham, Dean Road 93-95
NGR SJ 34865 51545
Ref no CPAT 32690; NMR 154340
Statutory
Designation Listed Building 1751 (II )
Site Type House
Period 19th century
Condition Still extant
Source HER; NMR
Description A house, set back in the gardens from the west side of Dean Road towards its junction
with Borras Road. It is a pair of cottages, dated 1875 and built as part of the Acton Park estate. It is Listed as
a good example of Neo-vernacular estate architecture.

Site Number 35
Site Name St John’s Church, Herbert Jennings Avenue
NGR SJ 348 516
Ref no NMR 97175
Site Type Chapel
Period Twentieth century
Condition Still extant
Source NMR
Description A foundation stone was laid in 1973 and the church was consecrated in 1974.

Site Number 36
Site Name Boundary wall for Acton Park
NGR SJ 34320 52527 (north extent)
Ref no -
Site Type Park wall
Period Post-medieval
Condition Partially survives. In some areas there are original coping stones, but in others it is
heavily truncated.
Source Walkover survey
Description A rough sandstone masonry wall with substantial dressed coping stones. It is up to 1.5m
high in places along Jeffreys road, but heavily truncated elsewhere on Jeffreys Road, and it generally
survives well on Box Lane and Chester Road.

Site Number 37
Site Name Acton Park , possible platform north of Herbert Jennings Avenue
NGR SJ 34228 51840 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period Unknown
Condition Survives as earthwork
Source Walkover survey
Description A rectilinear platform, with a slightly irregular upper surface, but essentially flat albeit
being in an area of gentle slope. It was possibly a terraced landscape feature.
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Site Number 38
Site Name Circular path to south-east of fishpond, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34310 51948
Ref no -
Site Type Pathway
Period ?modern
Condition moderate
Source Walkover survey
Description A stone paved path approximately 2m in width, forming a circle around an area of
grass. The total diameter of this area is approximately 10m.

Site Number 39
Site Name Acton Park, possible tree-throw north of Herbert Jennings Avenue
NGR SJ 34338 51852
Ref no -
Site Type Tree throw
Period Unknown
Condition Survives as earthwork
Source Walkover survey
Description A small sub-circular terrace, set into a slope, defined by a slight bank. 0.2m in height at
the rear and 6m in diameter. It was probably a tree throw and provides an indication of an early planting.

Site Number 40
Site Name Group of three mature trees to the south of the fishpond, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34426 51883 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Mature Trees
Period Post-medieval
Condition -
Source Walkover survey
Description A group of three mature trees, which are likely to represent the remains of formal
planting in Acton Park. This group is located approximately 130m to the south-east of the former Hall and
100m to the south of the fishpond.

Site Number 41
Site Name Tree Avenue, south of fishpond, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34762 51767 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Tree Avenue
Period  Post-medieval
Condition -
Source Walkover survey
Description An avenue of mature trees which correspond with a curvi-linear boundary aligned
approximately north/south forming a tree lined boundary on the east side of the park to the south of the
fishpond. It was first shown on the 1872 mapping. This boundary continues to the south as an earth bank
(Site 43).

Site Number 42
Site Name Tree lined avenue at south extent of Recreation Ground, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34712 51479 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Tree lined alignment
Period Post-medieval
Condition Mature trees survive to mark the line of the former avenue which is no longer extant
Source Walkover survey
Description A tree lined alignment in the south-east corner of Acton Park (now a recreation area).
The avenue no longer survives but the trees serve as the markers of the avenue and there is a small footpath
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within. There are some old broad deciduous trees, with later silver birch trees inserted into the line. It has
been the only linearity of trees observed to date. The trees on the east side seem to follow the main road, but
don't have the same linearity as they do on the west, and instead seem to be a broad linear grouping. The
mature trees are 1.25m in girth. The alignment corresponds with an area depicted as planted with trees on the
1872 mapping. A footpath is shown to run approximately on this line on the 1937 25” mapping.

Site Number 43
Site Name Earth bank, south of fishpond, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34769 51700 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description A bank which extends southwards from tree avenue Site 41. The bank and tree
alignment to the immediate north correspond with a curvi-linear boundary aligned approximately north/south
forming a tree lined boundary on the east side of the park to the south of the fishpond. It was first shown on
the 1872 mapping.

Site Number 44
Site Name Tree Avenue, north-east of fishpond, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34663 51955 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Tree lined avenue
Period Post-medieval
Condition -
Source Walkover survey
Description A line of mature trees, aligned north-west / south-east, located to the immediate north-
east of the former narrow southern part of the fishpond.

Site Number 45
Site Name Hollow-way, north-east of fishpond, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34545 52164 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period Post-medieval
Condition -
Source Walkover survey
Description A hollow-way, aligned north-west / south-east and then turning to be aligned
north/south, located on the line of a former path first shown on the 1872 mapping. It appears to post-date a
possible former field boundary aligned north-east / south-west (Site 52).

Site Number 46
Site Name Wall, north west of fishpond, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34409 52200 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Wall
Period Post-medieval
Condition Poor
Source Walkover survey
Description A wall aligned approximately north/south. There are two short stretches (each c 2m in
length), one at the south end and one at the north end survive to 3-4 courses in height. The remainder of the
wall is one course high and tumble can be seen along the wall to the west. The wall is one course in width
and the individual stone blocks measure approximately 0.6m x 0.3m x 0.2m in height. The line of this wall
appears as a dashed boundary on the tithe mapping and on later mapping it is evident as a boundary dividing
a densely planted area to the west with an area of open park land to the east.
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Site Number 47
Site Name Possible path, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34472 52214 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description The line of a possible former path, evident as a slight bank aligned south-west to north-
east. This feature corresponds with a path or track depicted as a dashed line on the tithe mapping.

Site Number 48
Site Name Earth bank, east side of Acton Park
NGR SJ 34574 52244 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description An earth bank on the east side of Acton Park, c 1m to the west of the east boundary wall
along Jeffreys Road. Mature trees are planted along this bank. This planted boundary is first evident on the
1912 mapping.

Site Number 49
Site Name Earth bank planted with mature trees, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34339 52349 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description An earth bank, aligned north/south, measuring approximately 22m in length and 9m in
width, tapering at both ends. The bank is planted with trees. A similar feature (Site 50) is located to the south.
Neither of these banks appears on any of the mapping consulted for the desk-based assessment, although they
can be seen on the RCAHMW aerial photographs from 1999.

Site Number 50
Site Name Earth bank planted with mature trees, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34356 52301
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description An earth bank aligned north/south, measuring approximately 45m in length and 9m in
width, and tapering at both ends. The bank is planted with trees. A similar feature (Site 49) is located to the
north. Neither of these banks appears on any of the mapping consulted for the desk-based assessment,
although they can be seen on the RCAHMW aerial photographs from 1999.

Site Number 51
Site Name Gully, with associated banks, south-west of the Cunliffe Arms, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34420 52272 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period ? Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description A prominent gully, approximately 1.5m in width and up to 0.5m in depth, aligned



Acton Park, Wrexham - Archaeological and Historical Landscape Survey 52

For the use of Ryder Landscape Consultants Ltd © OA North: April 2008

east/west. It has mature trees on a bank flank its south side and a slight bank is also evident to the north. This
feature corresponds with the southern boundary of field 116 on the tithe mapping. A footpath is shown
running parallel with and to the immediate north of this boundary on the 1899 mapping. This feature would
appear to be the sunken line of the track, and the bank to the south is the field boundary.

Site Number 52
Site Name Possible field boundary, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34556 52141 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period ? Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description A possible field boundary, aligned north-east / south-west, which comprises two parallel
ditches with a bank between them, giving a total width of 3m. It appears to pre-date a former pathway also
identified during the walkover and which was subsequently located on the 1872 mapping (Site 45).

Site Number 53
Site Name Linear earthwork, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34458 52129
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period ? Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description A linear earthwork c 10m in length, aligned north-west / south-east, and is apparent as a
slight bank. This feature is possibly associated with a boundary, shown to the immediate west on the 1899
mapping (the same boundary that Site 46 is part of), enclosing the more formerly planted area associated with
Acton Hall. Site 54, also a slight bank, was located approximately 15m to the north-east of this feature and
may be associated with it.

Site Number 54
Site Name Linear bank, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34451 52117
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period ? Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description A linear earthwork c 10m in length, aligned north/south, apparent as a slight bank. This
feature is possibly associated with a boundary, shown on the 1899 mapping (the same boundary that Site 46
is part of), enclosing the more formerly planted area associated with Acton Hall. Site 53, also a slight bank,
was located approximately 15m to the south-west of this feature and may be associated with it.

Site Number 55
Site Name Drive from Box Lane Lodge to Acton Hall
NGR SJ 34171 51982 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period ?Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description A hollow-way aligned approximately north-west / south-east and flanked by a bank
planted with trees to its south-west. This corresponds with the drive from the Box Lane entrance to the park
to Acton Hall. The drive appears to have been modified, as a short route linking a house dated ‘1928’ to the
north of the drive was also apparent.
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Site Number 56
Site Name Earth mound, Acton Park
NGR SJ 34288 51997 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Earthwork
Period ? Post-medieval
Condition
Source Walkover survey
Description An earthen mound (measuring 10m x 14m x 0.75m) located on the parkside of a modern
boundary fence. This fence roughly corresponds with the former boundary of the more formal area of
gardens associated with Acton Hall and Acton Park to the south-east. The mound has a man hole cover on
one side and there is the possibility that it is a modern feature. It has brick material protruding and was
possibly a modern dump.

Site Number 57
Site Name Wall for kitchen garden of Acton Hall
NGR SJ 34152 52047 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Wall
Period Post-medieval
Condition Good
Source Walkover survey
Description The remains of part of the north and west walls of one of the former kitchen gardens for
Acton Hall. It is a c 5m high wall made of hand made bricks. This has a series of full height buttresses and
there is a small arched alcove in the western corner. The western corner has been subject to repair as there is
modern machine made brick within its fabric. There is stone coping on top of the wall, which evidently
survives to full height. It now defines the edge of a modern property so the interior could not be examined.

Site Number 58
Site Name Drainage ditches, south extent of Acton Park
NGR SJ 34356 51875 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Drainage ditches
Period ?Post-medieval
Condition Survive as earthworks
Source RCAHMW 99/1015/126 (Vertical Ordnance Survey aerial photo from 1999)
Description A group of at least fourteen parallel drainage ditches, spaced between 10m and 20m
apart, aligned approximately north / south, noted on an aerial photograph from 1999.   

Site Number 59
Site Name Drainage ditches, north of Acton Park fishpond
NGR SJ 34511 52180 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Drainage ditches
Period ?Post-medieval
Condition Survive as earthworks
Source RCAHMW 99/1015/126 (Vertical Ordnance Survey aerial photo from 1999)
Description A group of at least three parallel drainage ditches, spaced between 25m and 35m apart,
aligned north-east / south-west, and noted on an aerial photograph from 1999.

Site Number 60
Site Name Temporary trackway, west of Home Farm
NGR SJ 34405 52244 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Trackway
Period Post-medieval
Condition No longer extant
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Source F22.58/RAF/2344.30 JAN 58 FRAME 0039 (Vertical RAF photo from 30th January
1958)
Description A track is evident towards the north end of the park, entering it at the junction of Box
Lane and Jeffreys Road, and running south-eastwards through the two fields in the north part of the park,
where hedgerows have clearly been removed, before turning east and exiting the park just south of an area of
wood. This track was presumably used as access by Home Farm, which was located just to the east of the
track, it is not depicted on either the 1937-9 or the 1960 OS mapping and therefore was presumably a
temporary feature.

Site Number 61
Site Name Two pagodas, north-west of the fishpond
NGR SJ 34392 52084 (approximate centre point)
Ref no -
Site Type Pagodas
Period Modern
Condition Good
Source Walkover survey
Description Modern landscaping has been carried out to the north-west of the fishpond, where two
wooden pagodas have been placed.
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