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SUMMARY

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was invited 2008 by Natural England to undertake a
programme of archaeological landscape survey aohahs of Skipwith Common (NGR SE
6571 3728 (approximate centre)), on behalf of EkcRark Estate and Natural England. The
surveys, which were undertaken on several seasngbén 2008 and 2018, were intended to
inform the conservation management of the commabe.project has comprised a documentary
study, an archaeological study of the airfield,aadlscape survey of the remaining part of
Skipwith Common and a detailed survey of a multipteindary bank system. This report
represents the fourth phase of recording, comgridiscussion of LIDAR and photogrammetric
survey, undertaken in 2018, the results of whiam@anent those of previous investigations.

The earliest activity in the vicinity of the studyea is attested by possible Mesolithic microliths
found during excavations in the 1940s, and findspbiNeolithic flints. Funerary round barrows
constructed around the margins of Skipwith Commppear to be on the edge of prehistoric
field systems and settlements identified from a@t@tographs taken outside the study area. At
least one prehistoric enclosed settlement and edsddield system has been identified within
the common. There were also groups (cemeteride)roAge square barrows at the western end
of Skipwith Common and at the northern end of N&tmmon. Examples of square barrows
have also been identified from aerial photograpioyiiad the settlements in the adjoining fields.

Two substantial linear boundary features have hdentified crossing Skipwith Common.
These have multiple parallel banks which in plakase an overall width of 35m. One,
recorded in the 2008 and 2009 field seasons, extaruidly north/south and a second example,
recorded in 2010, runs from east to west alongstmee line as Sandy Lane. These boundary
banks, which are of considerable archaeologicaifsignce, were major territorial boundaries.
There are similar examples in the Yorkshire Woldd the North York Moors, and are likely to
be of prehistoric origin, although they often cang in use into the historic period.

Evidence for the medieval and post-medieval usgkgiwith Common has also been identified,
and includes a number of areas of ridge and furfidvis indicates that although the common
may have once formed waste land on the periphetigeoSkipwith village, parts of it at least,

were assarted (or taken out of common use) aneédusker to arable cultivation. A map from

1769 shows that by this time, the study area hagrted back from arable land to common.

In 1940, land was requisitioned at Riccall for ditawy airfield, which was located over the
south-western portion of Skipwith Common, some 4%0rtine south-west of the present study
area. From August 1948 to February 1957 the airfieds used as an RAF storage site, but by
1985 the main use of the site was for agricultume lay 2002 many of the airfield buildings had
been demolished and the runways had been partlguenn Features associated with this site,
within the study area, include bomb stores, parthef runway, the remains of brick-built
buildings and two pairs of machine gun pits.

Environment Agency LIDAR coverage of the study anes limited to about three-quarters of

the northern and western areas of Skipwith Comriiv@ new sites were recorded, and several
previously recorded features in the heavily-woodedhern common were better-defined on

the LIDAR imagery, enabling closer characterisatiimese were predominantly associated with
possibly prehistoric field boundaries. The scalesafid quarrying on the eastern part of the
common was also shown to be more extensive thapteatbusly been identified.

Focussed on the west/east multiple-bank systeraniarea relatively free of tree cover (also
covered by LIiDAR), aerial photographs taken fromUAV were used to generate a
photogrammetric ground plan and a detailed DTM (@igrerrain Model) across the ground

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&
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surface. No new sites were recorded, but the phataogetric modelling provided better
definition to many features, including the impottamultiple-banked boundary along the route
of Sandy Lane, that had been identified during2®0 survey.

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&
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1. INTRODUCTION

11
11.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

QRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was invited tmdertake a LiDAR survey of
Skipwith Common (NGR SE 6571 3728 (centred); Figajich has substantial areas of
woodland cover. Acquisition of the LIDAR data relezhthat it was not available for the
entire study area, only covering the northern comraad the northern half of the
southern common. Subsequently OA North were comaomed to undertake a
photogrammetric survey of the Wash Dyke area onetdmern part of the southern
common which is crossed by Moor Lane and which waiscovered by trees. The
following combined report incorporates data frome tiLiDAR analysis and
photogrammetric survey along with the three prewifield surveys undertaken in 2008,
2009 and 2010.

Background:there is a complex of remains across the sitetamhvirons that date back
to at least the Bronze Age, in the form of roundrdas, and also Iron Age Square
Barrows. Two multiple-bank boundary features haeerbidentified; one extends
north/south across the south-western part of theegiarea and the second is orientated
east/west and runs parallel with Sandy Lane. Baifiehthe potential to be later
prehistoric territorial boundaries and are of cdaskble regional significance.
Surrounding the common are several complex fielgstesys, identified by aerial
photography, which are associated with round hoasek square barrows; these are
potentially of Iron Age or Romano-British date. Wit the common are further Romano-
British / Iron age settlements surviving as earttk®oOne of the more recent landscape
features is a Second World War airfield, now padrgrown, and there is the potential
for associated defensive works associated withittisisllation.

This is the fourth phase of recording of Skipwitbn@non (Fig 2). The first phase of
work examined the western part of Skipwith Commoaluding part of Riccall Airfield
(OA North 2008). The second phase was the survelgeoNorthern Common and the
northern part of the main Skipwith Common (OA Na2009). This also resulted in the
completion of a topographic survey of a multiplethdoundary system that extends
north/south across the common. The third phasereey followed on from this work,
and aided by the Friends of Skipwith Common, cavdreth a large area at the eastern
end of Skipwith Common and a small additional angthin the airfield on Riccall
Common that had not previously been covered (OAMN2010). The current LIDAR
analysis and photogrammetric survey have enhamese fprevious investigations.

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1
211

2.2
221

222

2.2.3

224

2.2.5

2.2.6

FROJECT DESIGN

A project designAppendix ] was submitted in October 2017 by OA North to Maitu
England. This provided for a programme of LiIDAR lgs&s with optional
photogrammetry. This investigation was intendecnbance the results gained from
previous programmes of desk-based research, ayswiveéhe archaeological and
historical features within further parts of SkipwiCommon, and a programme of
training in survey techniques for the Friends op8kth Common.

L ANDSCAPE SURVEY

Gazetteer of Sitesll of the information concerning archaeologigeswithin the areas
assessed over the course of the survey projectbbas collated into a gazetteer
(Appendix 2 The individual entries provide details of thedtion, period, character and
significance of sites, the references used to ifyesites, and photographs where features
were identified in the field. Locations are giventan-figure National Grid References
where possible, and the position of each sitedated on maps of the study area (Figs
3-6). On these maps, sites are marked either gkegoints, or where possible, defined
by lines demarcating the shape and extent of theeged features.

Desk-based Research:limited programme of desk-based research ofttltly irea was
undertaken. This was intended to provide an ardbgmal and historical background to
the area sufficient to inform the field surveyhetthan being a comprehensive historical
study. An assessment was undertaken of data hetdeirNorth Yorkshire Historic
Environment Record (HER), the National Monumentscdi@ (NMR), and the
Archaeology Data Service (ADS). All records foresitrecorded on these databases for
the whole of the study area were obtained.

Aerial Photography:the results of the National Mapping Programme (NMPaerial
photographic interpretation for the Vale of Yorkre@rovided by English Heritage, via
Natural England. They proved to be a remarkableatdr of cropmarks in the fields
surrounding the common (Figs 5 and 6). In additaislique air photographs, taken as
part of the 2008 season of survey (OA North 20@&xe studied and the results were
incorporated as appropriate.

Field Survey:the survey was undertaken as an enhanced OA Nevii 1b-type survey
(OA North 2002) of an area encompassing 1.59kn¢ Ui The survey involved four
elements: Reconnaissance; mapping; photographgesutiption.

Reconnaissancethe walkover survey element of the project waseutadken by field
walking, varying from 30-50m line intervals depeamgiion visibility (as affected by tree
density), terrain and safety considerations. Theesuaimed to identify, locate and
record all archaeological sites and features omgtbend. Those sites already identified
by the archival study (HER and NMR) were checkediragg their entry and, where
appropriate, the entry was enhanced.

Mapping: the location and extent of identified sites weragpped by differential GPS
survey. The GPS used was a Leica GPS 1200 realdiiifieeential survey instrument,
which achieve accuracies of £ 0.03m; however, @agarof tree cover this deteriorated
down to £ 0.5m and in areas of very dense coveva# as poor as = 1.0m. Despite the
extensive tree canopy cover, a fix was obtaineohfilee GPS for all sites.

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&
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2.2.7 Photography:in conjunction with the landscape survey a photog@@inchive was
generated, which recorded significant features,wa#l as aspects of the general
landscape. Photographs were in colour digital &8 black and white print format;
the digital photographs were used to accompanpriésent report.

2.2.8 Description: the descriptive data was input directly on site i@ Psion palm computer
and, subsequently, incorporated into an Accesso8patible database. The input into
the system was guided bypro formato ensure uniformity and consistency. The
description incorporated a provisional interpretatof the function, chronology and
purpose of a site, where possible.

2.3 DETAILED SURVEY OF SKIPWITH NORTH

2.3.1 As part of the survey training programme it waseadrwith the Friends of Skipwith
Common and Natural England to undertake instrugtianstrument survey techniques.
The detailed survey concentrated on recording theethernmost part of the multiple-
bank boundary system, which has been part surveyéie 2008 season (OA North
2008). To enable a broad training in survey teaesq different instruments were used
and where satellite reception allowed, parts of lheks were surveyed using high
accuracy GPS. The results from all techniques wenebined within a CAD system.

24 DETAILED SURVEY OF THE SANDY LANE MULTIPLE BANK BOUNDARY

2.4.1 As part of the survey training programme d@svagreed with the Friends of Skipwith
Common and Natural England to undertake instrudgtissurvey techniques to Historic
England level 3 (2017), on the multiple-bank bougdgstem identified during the 2009
season (OA North 2009). The results were combingdma CAD system; The survey
output consisted of a plan of the earthworks, whigs superimposed onto the main
identification survey mapping (Figs 3 and 4).

2.5 RccALL AIRFIELD SURVEY

2.5.1 The extent of Riccall Airfield originally cered an area larger than that of the present
day common land and, as such, the context of tffieldicannot be understood looking
at the present survey area in isolation. The desled assessment considered the areas
outside of the common and recorded extant feaaresrdingly.

2.5.2 Desk-based Researckhe desk-based research gathered cartographigmdotary and
aerial photographic information pertinent to thefielid to provide a basic level of
information about the site and its original formheldesk-based research covered the
National Monuments Record (NMR); North Yorkshire RiEEast Riding Record Office,
Beverley; The Royal Air Force Museum, London, ainé Defence of Britain database
at the Archaeological and Historical Data ServielDS).

2.5.3 Site Survey and Aerial Photographyhe primary aim of the field visit was to establis
the present-day survival and condition of SecondltiMd/ar features identified by the
desk-based research. The area of the airfieldlialyadutside the common is in private
ownership and was not subject to field survey vioag examined by aerial photography,
which outlined the land use, and any indicationextént survival of Second World War
features.

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&
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2.5.4 The site survey comprised a comprehensiveni@ation of all airfield-related structures

2.5.5

2.5.6

2.5.7

2.6
26.1

2.6.2

2.6.3

26.4

and features on the common within the perimetén@firfield. It used a combination of
historic and more recent plans as a basis forab&tibn and identification of features.
The sites were documented through a combinatidmghf quality digital photography
and annotated site plans, to produce a level leguo¥ the buildings and earthwork
features (Historic England 2016, 2017). More dethitotes were generated as necessary
where they assisted with a description of the domdbf the site. Locations of structures
and features were recorded using a hand-held GieGrade to approximately 2m.

Second World War features previously idesdifas part of the original survey (OA North
2008) were assessed for their condition, and aitondeport produced for each ome.
comparison was made between Second World War mgygdithe airfield, 1948 air
photographs and current air photographs. This @tban assessment as to which of the
original features have been lost and which remztiarg. A record was produced for any
feature that survived either as an extant struaturas foundations; records were not
compiled for features that had been destroyed.

It had been proposed to obtain copies of originglding drawings from the RAF
Museum for each of the standing buildings iderdifileiring the survey within the extent
of the common. In the event, it was found thatpecsic building drawings had survived
for any of the identified structures.

A series of six display panels (see OA North 2@Ekbrating the airfield was compiled
to celebrate the opening of the Skipwith Commonidwa Nature Reserve. These
examined the history of the airfield, the regenerabf Skipwith Common after the
abandonment of the airfield and the archaeologh®tirfield.

PHOTOGRAMMETRY

A detailed level 3 archaeological survey {btis England 2017) was undertaken by a
process of photogrammetry using photographs taken &n Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAV) or drone (Fig 7). The drone survey was catraeit using a DJI phantom 4 Pro
drone fitted with 20-megapixel camera with a 24namsl The drone was flown at an
altitude up to 70m. A broad range of up to 1500tpb@phs was taken from multiple
locations and altitudes, which provided considexaiserlap between each photograph,
sufficient to generate 3D models.

CAA Licence: UAV Pilots need to have a Permission for Commér€aperations
(PFCO) from the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) tondertake commercial work and
this necessitates that pilots need to have licetsdly a Small Unmanned Aircraft
(SUA). OA North has two licensed commercial pilfisence number BNUCS-S 0478-
12-02-02) who can fly SUAs up to 7kg in mass.

Survey Control:survey control is applied by the placement of gbwmarkers that are
clearly visible from the UAV camera and are usedhi& photogrammetric modelling
process. Typically, between eight and 15 surveyrobpoints are applied to the ground
(using spray paint) across the survey area. Théigosf the markers is located using a
survey grade differential Leica GPS which providesuracies of + 20mm.

Photogrammetric Modellinga ground plan was generated by means of photogesiyym
using the aerial photographs taken from the UAVotBgrammetric processing was
undertaken using Agisoft Photoscan software whidviged detailed modelling using
an overlap of up to 1500 photographs, and creatddtailed DTM (Digital Terrain
Model). The photographs were then digitally drapeer the model to create an accurate

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&
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2.7
2.7.1

2.8
28.1

three-dimensional representation of the groundaserf The primary output was an
accurate two-dimensional Digital Elevation ModeEH) in the form of a raster image,
which was used to provide plan information. Thewdngs were created within an
industry-standard CAD package (Autocad 2011) anekween enhanced and annotated
to show the form and location of all features atdiical significance.

LIDAR

Environment Agency DTM 1m resolution LIDAReS were available for around three-
guarters of the survey area. LIDAR shows land sedébeneath woodland cover which
can be located precisely and in much more detai tonventional GPS survey. The
LiDAR data were processed and subjected to a 3ggeration of the vertical axis to

enhance the depiction of the earthworks (knowntabishhade view). The geo-referenced
hillshade plot was then added to the CAD survew fda analysis and interpretation.

ARCHIVE

A full archive has been produced to a pradess standard in accordance with English
Heritage guidelines (1991) and tl&uidelines for the Preparation of Excavation
Archives for Long Term Storag@JKIC 1990). The project archive represents the
collation and indexing of all the data and mategathered during the course of the
project. The archive is provided in the Englishikdgye Centre for Archaeology format.
The archive will be deposited with the North YorkehCounty Record Office in
Northallerton, along with a copy of the report. Dadjcopies of the archive, report and
figures will be submitted to the NMR and ADS. Tleport will be submitted to North
Yorkshire County Council Historic Environment RedoNatural England, Skipwith
Estate, and Friends of Skipwith Common.

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&
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3. TOPOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 The following comprises brief descriptiongtu location and topography of the study
area, and its archaeological and historical baakgtoThis is in order to provide some
interpretative context for the survey results.

3.2 LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

3.2.1 The village of Skipwith is situated within the Idying Vale of York,c 5km to the north-
east of Selby. Skipwith common is located predomiyeo the south of the village, but
also extends northwards on the east side of thegeil in an area known as Crook Moor
(or Back Common) (Figs 1 and 2). The bulk of thetkern part of the common was the
subject of a survey carried out in 2008 (OA Nor@®8). The area to the north of the
common, Crook Moor, was surveyed the following yEA North 2009). Two further
areas; the airfield and the south-east cornereo$tiady area, were surveyed in 2010 (OA
North 2010).

{0

SkBwith !

Plate 1: Recent Google Earth aerial image of thevey area

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&
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3.2.2

3.2.3

3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

3.34

The survey area, which lies at approximately 10mDA® fairly flat. Several minor
roads and tracks cross the study area, which wwuwled by agricultural fields. The
present-day terrain comprises generally poorlyrsi@diground with numerous ponds and
lakes, surrounded by thick tree cover. In the bettained ground there is a covering of
scrub and immature trees (mainly birch) reflectimaf the tree cover is a relatively recent
phenomenon.

During the last Ice Age, the underlying soft Triass New Red Sandstone of the Vale
of York was eroded by glacial activity and latteidg the glaciers retreated, this area was
a large inland lake, which was subsequently partiafilled with material from the
surrounding hills (MAP Archaeological ConsultancydL1994). The solid geology
comprises Permian and Triassic Sandstones andipleeficial geology comprises pelo-
stagnogley soils and gleyic brown sands (BGS 200i8.soils are characterised as low
fertility wet lowland heath, with naturally wet, yeacid sandy and loamy soils (Landis
2018).

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

Mesolithic: during the Mesolithic period the inhabitants of British Isles employed a
subsistence strategy traditionally viewed as thplatation of natural resources by
activities based on hunting, gathering, and fishiMgnby 2003; Milneret al 2018).
Several flint blades described as ‘typical Yorkshmicroliths’, were recovered from
excavations carried out on square barrows locgdpdoaimately 1.5km to the west of
the southern end of the present study area in (Qi4d1; OA North 2008; Mike Griffiths
and Associates 1997, 7).

Neolithic: approximately commensurate with the adoption ohfag, fromc 4000 BC,
the Neolithic period saw an increase in more peanagettlement, and the beginnings
of the widespread construction of monumental aechire (Cummings 2017).
Woodland clearance took place in the Neolithicqerevidenced by a fall in tree pollen,
replaced by grass, and in some cases, cereal potiErative of arable farming (Manby
et al 2003). The NMR records the findspot of a Neolittiict axe from the vicinity of
the study area (NMR SE 63 NE 22, at NGR SE 66 B8)t&o stone axes (NMR SE 63
NW 13, at NGR SE 62 37) have also been found sastente to the west of the study
area. A double ditched enclosure of unknown datésible as a cropmark to the west of
the south end of the study area (NMR SE 63 NE #lNGR SE 6500 3795). This site
has been interpreted as a possible Neolithic (NMRoRI Description) or even an Iron
Age enclosure. The NMR also offers the suggestianh it may have been a nineteenth
century tree plantation; however, there is notlsingwn in this location on the Ordnance
Survey (OS) first edition map (1855), and thereascorrelation between this enclosure
and the nineteenth century field system, indicativgj it was of a much earlier date.

Bronze Agethe Bronze Age in Britain developed gradually fritva preceding Neolithic
during the mid-third millennium BC. Lithic techn@g changed, and a wider range of
flint tools were used, including knives and scrap@dmonds 1995). Perforated stone
objects, such as axe-hammers and bronze implemasts,began to be useibid).
Pottery styles changed, and burial monuments cligingen long, communal barrows to
single round barrows most often containing one arinburial (Manbyet al 2003, 29).

A findspot of prehistoric pottery, of unspecifictdas recorded in the HER (Sit25).

Five probable Bronze Age barrows were locatélin the 2008 Skipwith Common
study area (OA North 2008, Sit8s5 and14), whilst two possible round barrows were
identified within the 2009 study area (OA North 20@ites194 and196). These latter
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3.3.5

sites are located 500m to the north-east of Site<. Further possible barrows survive
as cropmarks to the north of the 2008 study ardaim&outh Moor Field (NMR SE 63
NE 38, at NGR SE 6543 3780), and south of AdamssmKNMR 63 NW 35, at NGR
SE 6468 3779). For the most part, these large Wwarmere located along the northern
edge of the common, and at the southern limit diydeeld systems indicated by aerial
photography (OA North 2008).

There are two well-defined prehistoric linear temial multiple-banked boundaries on
Skipwith Common. The date of these banks is unknalthough it is entirely possible
that they originated in the Bronze Age, as theeepartative barrows within the boundary
bank complex. The first boundary (Sit8) runs forc 1.5km on a north-west/south-east
alignment before disappearing into an area of\vatiid enclosed land to the south. The
boundary was recorded by the Friends of Skipwitm@on during the 2008 and 2009
surveys (OA North 2008 and OA North 2009). The sécbnear bank complex was
identified during the 2009 survey along the line Sdndy Lane, on an east/west
orientation, and extended for a distance of at leB<Okm; the site was recorded during
the third survey season in 2010 (&% Figs 3 and 5).

=

-

Plate 2: Aerial photograph showing the line of ripl# banks (Sitd8) crossing the study
area
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3.3.6

3.3.7

Plate 1: Lines of multiple banks (Si8) in the southern part of the study area

Iron Age/Roman:Sitel is Danes Hill Iron Age square barrow cemetery, locatethe
western end of Skipwith Common. This cemetery iadi of more than 20 barrows
prior to the construction of Riccall Airfield, whicdestroyed several of them. The
remaining barrows are visible as cropmarks and noounds. An additional group of
seven dispersed probable Iron Age square barrosvikbeated to the north and west of
Site 1 (NMR SE 63 NW 33, at NGR SE 6437 3785). There iturgher Iron Age
cemetery, located 3km to the north-east (SE 6666 3990), which confylgiis also
named Danes Hill on the Ordnance Survey maps,saludtated to the north-west of the
junction between Bonby and Broad Lanes on Crook M&ote 118). These burial
mounds were investigated in 1850 by the Yorkshirgiguarian Club, and cremated
bone was found within them (Historic England 2018&LE 1018603). The mounds
were found to be surrounded by square ditches amd likened to the cemetery at Site
1. The 2008 survey identified seven possible barr@®ites135-36, 152 153 and155
57). One square barrow recorded in the area on the ($e122) could not be located.
One barrow (Sitd39) is large (17.5m diameter), circular, up to 1.3nheight, and has
a large flat top; it has the characteristics of ynafithe other suspected round barrows in
the Skipwith area; there are several parallelshisrcomplex of sites in North Yorkshire
(Stead 1991; Dent 1985).

A number of Iron Age/Romano British sites have beéentified through aerial
photographic analyses undertaken as part of thematMapping Programme (NMP)
for the Vale of York. To the west of the presentdstarea are two main complexes of
sites, NMR SE 63 NW 8 (at NGR SE 6429 3792) and NMR63 NE 38 (at NGR SE
6543 3780). NMR SE 63 NW 8 is located north offfames Hill Barrow Cemetery (OA
North 2008, Sitel). This is a probable settlement site comprisingomplex of
superimposed rectilinear ditch-defined enclosures associated trackways, extending
over an east/west area ©850m. NMR SE 63 NE 38 is located250m west of the
southern end of the current study area, and coegtiie remains of a field system visible
as cropmarks, extending westwards for 750m, wiéhrttain axis of the ditches being
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west to east and north to south. The cropmarksidecsome double-ditched rectilinear
enclosures, some of which contain round houses.aRgottery was found in this area
during a programme of field walking (MAP Archaealc Consultancy Ltd 1994).

3.3.8 The second phase of survey (OA North 2009) revealedir of early enclosures / field
systems (Site$61/219and163) on Crook Moor, which are seemingly earlier thhea t
elements of the extant field system and have thengial to be of late prehistoric or
Roman date. Their size and orientation are compatalihose enclosures identified by
aerial photography to the east and south of CrookMNMR SE 63 NE 17 and 18).

3.3.9 North of Skipwith, and west of the study area i$ugher extensive probable Iron
Age/Romano-British settlement area, which exterd$/@est foc 1270m (NMR SE 63
NE 14, at NGR SE 657 390). The site includes al f@lstem, trackways and round
houses, and appears to comprise more than one phastvity, as ditches overlap, and
the character of the enclosures differ. For thetrpad, these features have a different
orientation to the field system shown on the O fdition (1855) map, although there
are occasional Post-medieval cropmark features.mie alignment of the ditches is
north-west to south-east, but there is an east/b@shdary at the southern end of the
site, which possibly represents a separate phage sfuare barrows lie adjacent to this
boundary (NMR SE 63 NE 16, at NGR SE 6609 3892 3éttlement site appears to
peter out 125m to the west of the current study area. Howewedieval/post-medieval
ridge and furrow (Site484 and186) was recorded across this part of the study area,
which possibly masks or has truncated earlier featuApproximately 100m to the east
of this part of the study area was a further afeer@pmarks (NMR SE 63 NE 35, at
NGR SE 6732 3917), which comprise a probable Irge/Romano-British settlement
extending over 800m. The main axis of the ditchasis settlement are north/south and
east/west, and, again, there appears to be marettephase of use.

3.3.10 To the north, the study area is flanked by furtheras of Iron Age/Romano-British
settlement, most markedly NMR SE 63 NE 17 (at NE&68634 3965) to the immediate
west, and NMR SE 63 NE 18 (at NGR SE 6710 3983@¢dammediate east. NMR SE
63 NE 17 extends over 1km, and NMR SE 63 NE 18reld®ver 600m, with the main
axis of both areas being north/south and west/€seén the common alignments they
are considered to be associated with each othéNBMR SE 63 NE 35 to the south. The
Iron Age barrow cemetery (Sitel8) is located between these two areas (NMR SE 63
NE 17 and NMR SE 63 NE 18), which possibly suggesthange in the use of the
landscape in this area, with the barrows forminépeal point for the surrounding
settlement.

3.3.11 The lack of other identified Iron Age sites fronetstudy area may be a result of sites
being obscured by features such as ridge and fuwegetation and tree cover, rather
than an absence of activity. Both sites NMR SE &3IM and NMR SE 63 NE 18 contain
complexes of ditches which extend up to the bouadasf the current study area and
seem likely to extend into it. Several possiblelAge field boundaries and enclosures,
(Sites161, 163 219and342), were identified on Northern Common.

3.3.12 Early Medieval:the nature and extents of settlement of the Skipasea in the post-
Roman period is unclear, although the nearby Ri@rse and Derwent were used as
entry points by the Anglian settlers who came tgiae in the sixth century (Mike
Griffiths and Associates 1997, 9). Skipwith Chutds a late Saxon tower and north
nave wall. There is at least one fragment of retusgglo-Scandinavian sculptured stone
in the fabric of the tower, which is probably ohth to eleventh century dateg( cit, 14;
Lang 1991, 215; Taylor and Taylor 1965). The saulpis incorporated into the earliest
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pre-Conquest phase of the church’s constructiomdLE991, 215), and suggests that
there was considerable activity on the site priothe church being built. There also
appears to be a semi-circular graveyard, possiblylésSaxon in origin, which extends
beyond the boundary of the present graveyapdft 10). Work by Hallet al (2008)
entailed an investigation of the West Tower; tl@sealed a building earlier than the
tower, around which were burials, some in iron-keted wooden coffins and a piece of
early ninth century sculpture was also found. Tdudding was replaced by a church
which incorporated the standing towdid).

3.3.13 The origin of the name ‘Danes Hill’, which has begven to the two areas of Iron Age
square barrows in the study area (Sitesnd118), is believed to have come from the
Battle of Stamford Bridge (19km to the north eds$kipwith) in 1066 (Halkt al2008).
The Viking army, commanded by King Harald Hadrafl&orway, is thought to have
landed and made camp near Riccall on the River Olise army then marched to
Stamford Bridge where they were surprised and tedely the English Army, led by
King Harold Godwinson, on the $%September 1066. The Viking survivors of the battle
then returned to their ships, and it is thought thany of their dead were buried nearby
at Riccall. This led to the confused identificatioh the areas of burial mounds at
Skipwith Common as Viking burial grounds, henceriaene ‘Danes Hill’ ipid).

3.3.14 Medieval to post-medievalSkipwith is listed in the Domesday Survey of 1086
‘Schiperwi¢ (Sheep Farm) and is described as consisting r@etltarucates of land
(plough-land), which belonged to Hugh son of Badifraull and Stinson 1986). The
estate was held by the d’Avranches family from200 toc 1354, after which it passed
to the Skipwith family when Catherine d’Avrancherneed William Skipwith (Allison
1976). In 1708 the Skipwith estate was sold by Mgkipwith to Francis Annesley. The
estate was sold to Thomas Bradford in 1801, andPtdoulson in 1802. When JAP
Toulson died in 1898, the estate was sold to LosshMtk, who held the Escrick Estate,
and it then descended through the Forbes Adam yafiid; MAP Archaeological
Consultancy Ltd. 1994). The current study areadsted in the area of back common
for Skipwith Manor, which is also known as ‘Crookobt’ (Allison 1976). This area
appears to have been part of the Wenlock Estalierednan the remainder of Skipwith
Common, as it is depicted on a map showing the @édnéstates from 1851 (UHA
DDFA/45/19).

3.3.15 A scheduled moated site is locate850m to the north-west of the south end of thdystu
area (National Heritage List for England (NHLE) $643). The scheduling description
states that this is considered to be the locatidheomanor until 1657, when the house
or hall was demolished. It was replaced with aaggtnamed Moat Hall, which stood on
the site until the twentieth century. A number tifey scheduled moated sites are located
in the wider area around Skipwith, including atdgi, to the west of the study area, and
Aughton, to the east.

3.3.16 In the twelfth century, the study area was witthia Royal Forest of Between Ouse and
Derwent, and was under forest law, which meanttthere were restrictions on its use.
In particular, assarting, or woodland clearancddoming, was limited as a licence was
required to carry this out (Allison 1976; SheppaB8b6, 67-8). In 1234 the area was
disafforested, and assarting then took place throuigthe later medieval and post-
medieval periods. This is attested by the irregstaped fields, suggesting piecemeal
clearance, and field names recorded in the sevethteentury, such as ridding, rudding
and hurst, which all refer to clearandaid). Assarting appears to have been carried out
by groups of people who then shared the land, reithestinted pasture or as open fields,
divided into furlongs (Hazel Williamgers comm
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3.3.17 In the seventeenth century within the study ateeetwere open fields at Out, Inholme,
West-, North- and South Fields, North Tofts, Soutbrs and Harthowray (Plate 4).
There was also common meadow land in the Ings asidipe in the Holmes, both located
on the west side of the village (Allison 1976). Pogramme of field walking has been
carried out in South Moor Field to the west of oaith end of the study area. Finds of
medieval pottery indicate that this land was cali&d from the twelfth century onwards
(MAP Archaeological Consultancy Ltd 1994).

3.3.18 By 1769, estate mapping (Plate 3) reveals thata@dtinholme fields had been either
enclosed or incorporated within other fields. Todgathe end of the eighteenth century,
the Holmes became a stinted pasture, and was shya/eral stock-owners who each
held beast-gates, permitting a fixed number of kstoc to the land (Allison 1976;
Sheppard 1966, 64).

3.3.19 Uses of the common during the medieval and postieuabperiods would have included
pasture, and the taking of peat, whin (gorse), (lm&pther), timber and sand (Rackham
2000, 139; Allison 1976). Skipwith Common was speaily referred to as one of three
turbaries (along with those at Tillmire and AskhBog) that were used by the city of
York in the fourteenth century (Rotherham 2009a22®9b). Numerous sand extraction
pits have been identified across the study area.

SKIPWITH 1769
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o] miles 1
L i )
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[[7] open tieids P E R ’
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Plate 2: Skipwith 1769. From a map in the EscriekkPEstate Office (after Allison 1976, 90)

3.3.20 Thirty features comprising, or associated withaaref ridge and furrow cultivation have
been identified across Skipwith Common by previpbases of survey. This indicates
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that the area to the north-east of the village assarted, and subsequently, used for
arable cultivation. As such, it may have formed oh&kipwith’s open fields. Whilst
ridge and furrow can be difficult to date, someaarbave ridge separation wider than
others €g Site 237), which is a characteristic of medieval ridge dadow that was
formed by ploughing with teams of oxen (Rackham®@(®).

3.3.21 The system of open fields and common rights coetinirough the nineteenth century,
with payments being made to the Lord of the Mawotlie common rights. In 1807, 14
people paid for 55% of the Holmes beast-gatesebplp paid for rights on the common
and 11 people paid for the use of the lanes ar §allison 1976; UHA DDFA/14/265;
UHA DDFA/41/31). The fields around Skipwith weretnenclosed until 1904 and,
although the common was left out of the enclosardBoard of Conservators was
established who made by-laws concerning the comifiuis.included free access to the
common, allowed for theplaying of games on Little Comni@md stated thathe tumuli
shall, so far as is possible, be preserved by timservators(Allison 1976; ERRO DDX
165/14).

3.3.22 Plantations:a documentary source mentioned that three plantatiere established in
the early nineteenth century, near the road thosses Skipwith Common (Allison 1976,
91), and Sitd13was a plantation named Fox Covert (covert meaoawgr) on the OS
first edition mapping (1855). Parts of the boundafythis plantation were identified
during the original walkover survey (Sité90 and 101). A further feature (Sitg6),
consisting of a prominent curved bank, appearsotoespond with the north-western
boundary of a plantation, shown on the 1910 mapipitige northern area of the common
(Site116).

3.3.23 Communications:an area of waste surrounded by agricultural laodlevinevitably
have been crossed by communication routes. Drowugesoutilised, where possible,
unfarmed/unenclosed land where there would be sioigkon on passage, and grazing
for the animals on route. The routes of drove rdgdially cross some of the highest
and most remote waste areas to avoid enclosedtaidane 2006). Skipwith Common
would have been ideally suited and there are soomg lestablished primary
communication routes across it, such as Moor Lidimgg Rudding Lane and Sandy Lane,
which probably originated as drove routes and i@malised as roads during the post-
medieval period. One section of Moor Lane surviags disused earthwork (Sg&84),
as the current road was diverted in the late nemtecentury, presumably when Riccall
Common was enclosed. There are other featuresiagiés the communication usage of
the moor. SitelO refers to a guide post marked at the junction imigkRudding Lane
with Moor Lane, a north-east / south-west aligradk through the common. There were
also two narrow hollow ways (Sitd§ and42), located on the line of a path marked on
the current mapping, which appear to have subsélguaten out of use.

3.3.24 Flax Industry: the flax industry was an important local indudtyy Skipwith and Selby
with flax traders listed in the Kelly’s Directoried the early twentieth century (MAP
Archaeological Consultancy Ltd 1994, 21). Flax isnamber of the linseed family,
extracted fibres are called line (from the Old Estglin) and provide the raw material
for linen (Higham 1989, 42). To extract the fibtles plant had to be pulled, not cut, from
the ground, as the fibres run the full length @& pgtant. The plants would then be tied
with string into bundles, or beets, and transpotted specially constructed or adapted
pond to rot down, which would release the fibresrirthe rest of the plant matter. The
bundles were alternately soaked and dried and duoner. This process of rotting, or
retting, took between 10-15 days, after which thadbes would be cut open and the
plants spread out to dry. In order to dry the @amoperly they had to be frequently

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 18

turned. Once this was complete, the plants wouletkeed into bundles and stored until

they were needed. The stalks were then brokerdase the internal fibres, which were

drawn out by pulling handfuls of the plants ovearghspikes, or hackles. The size of
these spikes would become smaller as the proce#songso as to ensure that even the
finest of fibres was extracted. The fibres coulehtbe spun (Higham 1989, 40).

3.3.25 Commonly, flax retting ponds are on flat land, elés a river, and utilised small streams
so that a controlled water supply could be usedsd®abanks are frequently found
surrounding the pond, which were used to dry tae. fThe ponds were typically located
away from settlements so as not to pollute the mgateply, and also because the process
of retting produces a strong unpleasant smell. &giotes a frequent link between the
linen industry and the woollen industry, so thatting ponds are often found in
association with fulling mills, tenter banks andgsh pits (Higham 1989, 38 and 51).
The provision of watercourses, sluices and raisgtk® was relatively costly and retting
pools tend to be found in areas held by major lamaws, who could meet the expense
of setting up the ponds and then profit from regtimem out ¢p cit, 50).

3.3.26 The OS first edition shows two ponds (St6) ¢ 250m to the south of the eastern end
of Skipwith village, labelled ‘line ponds’, and thame strongly suggests a link with flax
processing and linen production. The ponds aratsitlion the edge of the common,
immediately south-east of the open fields, andksdimked the area to Skipwith to the
north, and to the Skipwith / North Duffield road ttee east. A detailed survey of the
ponds by the Friends of Skipwith Common has inéidahat they are highly likely to
have been retting ponds (OA North 2009), not ogause of the name, but because of
the complex of artificial water channels feeding ffonds and the corresponding ones
draining the ponds. The south pond is irregulashiape but appears to comprise a main
area, with two narrow compartments extending tonkst and south-east. It is possible
that the water levels in these areas were furthetralled with sluices. A narrow channel
was located between the south and north ponds) agabably controlled with a sluice.
The north pond is smaller than the south, and Bagmately S-shaped. Again, it is
possible that the narrow bends in this pond wezasawhere water flow was controlled
between compartments. A channel at the north etlipond joins with the Southfield
Drain, which runs east/west to the south of Skipwitlage. A further pond is located to
the south-east, and was linked to the southerroétitk line ponds with a channel. This
appears to have been the water source for the paitsh would have been controlled
by one or more sluices. A further possible retpogd was identified located to the north
of the Southfield Drain (Sit202), however, this pond was not depicted on the @S fi
edition map of 1855, and was probably earlier tienline ponds.

3.3.27 Corn Mills: a windmill was recorded in Skipwith in 1536 andhsught to be the mill
shown on the first edition OS map of 1855 on th&tlsside of the road from Skipwith
to North Duffield (Allison 1976). The site of a saw windmill (Site231) is located on
the north side of the North Duffield Road, in asanamed ‘Old Mill Hill’. It comprised
a large semi-circular ditch, 2.5m wide and 0.5mpdekefining a raised platform. The
latter site is shown as an earthwork on the fulgien OS map of 1855, whilst the former
mill to the south is labelled as a corn mill, analsvevidently still functioning. A further
possible windmill site (Sit@33) was identified and recorded near to windmill &84,
and has been tentatively interpreted as the pessibé of a former windmill base;
however, this feature is not marked on any historapping.

3.3.28 Sand Extraction: numerous areas comprising one or more probabld pds were
recorded across Skipwith common during the egplerses of survey and/or marked on
the historic mapping (Siteé% 9, 11, 110112 114, 115 134, 140-43 150, 167, 169, 171-

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 19

73,18990, 199 204, 207-12 21316, 220-23, 227-30232, 234, 235, 242-45and249).
Although many of these look like ponds in the pnesiay, it is presumed that all relate
to sand extraction sites.

3.3.29 Airfield: in 1940, land was requisitioned on Riccall andp8kih Commons for a
military airfield. The site was constructed by 1% a RAF satellite airfield, used for
bomber training. Its north-east corner crosses olversouth-western portion of the
current Skipwith Common. In the post-war periognirAugust 1948 to February 1957
the airfield was used as an RAF storage site, Y985 the main use of the site was for
agriculture and by 2002 many of the airfield bugk had been demolished and the
runways had been partly removed.
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4. RICCALL AIRFIELD SURVEY

4.1
41.1

4.1.2

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Permission was granted for the land that was tormnedRAF Riccall to be requisitioned
for a military airfield on 1 June 1940 (Delve 2006, 211). Construction of a lm
airfield began immediately on the large flat areatbe eastern side of the current
alignment of the A19 road, covering parts of SkippwBarlby and Riccall commons,
along with surrounding farmland (Otter 1998, 21@at&s 4 and 5). The site was just one
of a dense cluster of bomber airfields in the Mafierork; there were a dozen major
airfields within a ten-mile radius of Skipwith (Dxel 2006, 211). The grouping was part
of the wider build-up of training and operationahtiber capabilities on the east coast of
England, designed to be able to strike at targetsanland Europe.

Plate 3: Riccall Airfield Layout (in Delve, 20061 D)

The airfield opened in September 1942, in an usiied state, and comprised a standard
concrete and asphalt three hard runway layout.nt&i@ runway was 5940ft long with
subsidiary runways of 4290ft and 4620ft respecyiv@Halpenny 1982, 157). A
surrounding perimeter track, with thirty-six stardlaeavy-bomber dispersal bays, was
laid out around the runways (Plate 6). The dispéxags were concentrated on the south
and east sides of the airfield. The initial phaigg lexplosive bomb dump and stores for
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small arms and incendiary ammunition was placetiwihe perimeter track on the east
side of the airfield (Sit814). A second, later phase of high explosive bomiag®areas
was constructed at a safe distance to the northeé#ise airfield, on the open common
(Sites 315 and 316). The main technical site, consisting of clustefsmaintenance
buildings and seven hangars (six of Type T2 andablgype B1 designs), were located
in the central/southern side of the airfield. Tédm dispersed hut accommodation and
communal sites, along with the wireless stationfen@nstructed to the south of the
airfield (Plate 9).
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Plate 4: Riccall Airfield Layout Plan — 1945 (Dravg No. 5116/45)

4.1.3 During the remainder of the war, the function of RRiccall was primarily a non-
operational training bomber base of RAF Bomber Camar4 Group, housing RAF No.
1658 Heavy Conversion Unit (HCU), the sole actimé to be based there during the
war. The unit did not form until*7October when it absorbed two squadron Conversion
Flights (76 CF and 78 CF), which had been in ptatéhe airfield since mid-September
(Delve 2006, 212-3). The same day 10 CF from Meilbeand 102 CF from Pocklington
arrived and were amalgamated into the HCU. On tHéalvember the HCU expanded
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further when it absorbed 158 CF from Rufforth (Hadpy 1982, 157). RAF Riccall was
to be used for training with the 1658 HCU mainlyemging Halifax bombers, but with
support aircraft of Tiger Moths and Spitfires fangral training and air combat training
duties {bid). From September 1943, the airfield was a satedlitached to the nearby
RAF Marston Moor, the headquarters of RAF Bombem@and 4 Group, which
specialised in heavy bomber training and convergtter 1998, 207). RAF Riccall's
1658 HCU took RAF crews from twin-engined Wellingtoombers and trained them on
the more complex four-engined Halifax heavy bombatdull strength, the HCU was
formed into four flights A-D, each commanded bycu&dron Leader, making a total of
32 Halifax aircraft (Delve 2006, 211; Halpenny 198%7). As the aircraft used in
training were ‘war weary’ ex-active squadron aifgréhere were many accidents and
casualties during training, leading to a high tweroof both hardware and personnel (the
unit lost 72 aircraft in training)ifid).
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Plate 5: Riccall Airfield and Skipwith Common™MMay 1948 (RAF/541/30 Frame 4041)
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4.1.4

4.2
42.1

Plate 6: Riccall Airfield and Skipwith Commorf Blay 1971 (0S/71147 Frame 76)

In November 1944, 1658 HCU at Riccall, alenth all other HCU'’s, were transferred
over to the command of 7 Group Training Commande(Qt998, 213), and it became
No 74 Base-Sub-Station to Marston Moor, althoughrtile and function of the airfield
and its HCU remained the same. All training unggédn to be run down in early 1945
as victory in Europe looked assured. Subsequebh®y8 HCU was disbanded on'13
April 1945, close to the end of the war. The aldfievas transferred to Transport
Command, briefly forming the base for 1332 (Tramgpdeavy Conversion Unit. This
unit flew Avro Yorks and a few Stirling IV’s thatald been converted for freight work
(Delve 2006, 214). Flying at the airfield ceasedovember 1945 when 1332 (T)HCU
moved north to RAF Dishforth. The RAF retained diméield and it was used for storage
from August 1948 to February 1957 as a sub-sit¢oo®1 Maintenance Unit (MU), with
the primary aim of storing, and then disposingswfplus bombs and ordnangbid).
When the RAF vacated the site the facilities weésendntled, the majority of the runways
were grubbed up, and much of the land was turnekl twger to agriculture. Many of the
buildings, particularly on the dispersed communadl eaccommodation sites, were
adapted for farm use (Halpenny 1982,159).

EXTANT ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES —DOCUMENTARY STUDY

Introduction: the area of RAF Riccall that is within the presaumvey area of Skipwith
Common is roughly 1/6 of its original extent (Plate 9). Whilst walkoveunrvey was
undertaken of this portion of the site (Plate I tontext of the airfield as a whole
would be lost unless desk-based analysis was wak@ertof the entire airfield. The
distribution of airfield infrastructure and buildjs at RAF Riccall was identified through
a combination of contemporary airfield layout plaokboth the airfield and dispersed
accommodation (Plans 5117/45 and 5116/45; Platang))aerial photographs from the
1940s to 1980s (Plates 9 and 10). The historicnéxtef the airfield were identified, in
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part through the NMP aerial photo interpretatiomygons and partly via the airfield
layout plans. Within those areas outside Skipwitm@on, an investigation of aerial
photographic sources and Google Earth mapping wesrtaken to identify the extant
of the archaeological resource in these areas.

4.2.2 Airfield Complex, Technical and Dispersed Accommadida Sites:the extant airfield
infrastructure on the airfield site consists of 8rpartions of runway, perimeter track
and aircraft hard-standings. In addition, therethree dispersed sites on the technical
site, with five small extant buildings (SitB47a-¢ and a possible hangar building (Site
317f) that has subsequently been extended (Plates 6 9ndThe dispersed
accommodation and communal sites located to théhsoluthe airfield on Osgodby
Common contain thirteen discrete areas of developi8ites318-30; Plates 6 and 9).
Within these areas there is a total of 71 potdgt@ttant buildings and structures that
were evident through the documentary sources. Miote surviving structures on the
dispersed sites would though, if not becoming dsrehave been turned over to
agricultural/storage use. Many of the areas aréctdgpas piggeries on the current OS
mapping and of note is the presumed survival oitineless transmitting station at Dutch

Pig Farm (Site827).

[

!

e (U {
I ““Airfield. Runways, Dlspersqls
and Perimeter Track i

| Legend
£ Surviving Airfield Archaeology
Criginal Extent of RAF Riccall

£ Skipwith Common Survey Area

Plate 7: Distribution of original Airfield layoumi relation to walkover survey area
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Plate 8: Distribution of extant airfield sites idified by walkover survey

4.2.3 Regeneration of Skipwith Commorsince the end of its use by the RAF, many parts of
the airfield have been cleared and have been neethfor agricultural use, whilst much
of Skipwith Common has remained as lowland heatie fiorth-western portion of the

airfield was disturbed by the construction of Ritddine, part of the Selby coalfield

(0S/82027 Frame 6), a short-lived coal mine thas Wecommissioned in 2004. The

construction of the airfield has had a localisestidestive impact upon the common itself,

but only directly within the footprint of the disged bomb storage areas and perimeter
tracks. The drainage of these areas may in addhenre affected the sub-surface
archaeological resource, although subsequent srasd caused by the mining
operations of Riccall Mine resulted in the floodioigarge parts of the common

It would appear that only the land in areas skgrtime main runways was systematically
cleared to any great extent. Subsequently, Skipatinmon has been encroached upon

by scrub and trees, in particular surrounding tleeo8d World War structures and
runway (Plates 7, 10 and 11).

4.2.4
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4.3
4.3.1

4.3.2

4.3.3

Plate 9: Runway, looking south-west

EXTANT ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES —WALKOVER SURVEY

Introduction: the walkover survey on Skipwith Common identified small but
significant archaeological resource of Second W@kt infrastructure and buildings in
the north-eastern area of the airfield that wasiwithe common. The survey area
contained the very northern tip of the main runvemd perimeter track (Sit24).
Unsurprisingly, as this area lay outside the farmgdcultural land, it formed the best-
preserved section of runway hardstanding (Plate I®e archaeological survey
identified a range of sites, including both builgkrand earthworks, primarily associated
with three bomb storage and management complexes.

High Explosive Bomb Store Complex — Phasdhe original explosives storage area lay
inside the perimeter track of the airfield, in aadimvooded area (one of originally two
adjacent storage areas and a separate fusing areh)functioned as a complex for
storage for high explosives, small arms ammuniaod incendiaries (Sitd14). The
complex consists of a mixture of standing brickholoiiildings and open, earthen, blast-
banked stores where the internal huts have beemldd®d. There are three extant
permanent brick-built small arms ammunition stqi@se Type E, two Type F) on the
north end of the complex (Sit@§8-70). To the south, are four identical square earthen
blast-bank protected stores. Three examples catstias high explosive stores have no
extant hutted store within them, only concrete fiation bases (Sit&67, 272and273).
The fourth example has an extant permanent bridk-bomponent store surviving
within it (Site 276 Plate 139). Other structures include a seriesaothen blast banks
and concrete foundation bases relating to six {t8BC Stores’ (Small Bomb Container
huts) (Site266), and two further concrete bases and a scoopedral&ing to further
demolished store buildings (Site65 274and275).

High Explosive Bomb Store Complex — Phase #t some point the airfield appears to
have been upgraded, which included the installadfonore efficient bomb storage areas.
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4.3.4

4.3.5

4.3.6

These were located at a safe distance to the kst airfield, on the open common (Site
315. The predicted extent of the blast impact forheaicthe bomb stores is shown as a
circle on the airfield layout plan (Plate 5), ahistdetermined the separation between
each store to prevent the blast of one settingffeighbour. This complex consisted of
four open storage areas with surrounding earthest llalls, concrete loading ramps and
a road circuit (Site5, 75, 60 and88). The stores were located on the line of King
Rudding Lane, 100m apart, and Si#ésand88 are located 106m to the south opposite
Sites25 and 60 respectively. Each structure comprises a brick ,vedigjned east/west,
with five perpendicular earth banks coming offntsrth side, making a total length of
75m and creating four bays, eac®m wide. The brick wall is two courses wide and
0.8m high. Iron rings hanging on iron pegs arensttin the wall € nine rings per bay),
and were intended to hold down tarpaulins ovemaptwary roof structure. The earth
banks arec 1.5m high, 17m long and 4-5m wide at the baserdea concrete ramp
from the top of the brick wall extending into mosthe bays, which have concrete floors.
In some places, a raised edge or kerb to the cenbese could be seen at the back of
the bays, possibly demarcating the location of &y structure. An earthen bank,
aligned east/west, was located to the north o63Beand88.

These types of open bomb stores were designedficercy in loading and unloading
and were typical of temporary bomber airfields ¢nrged from late 1941 (Francis 1996,
42). The unloading ramp was used to fill the stoith bombs from lorries via gravity
down the slope. The bomb stores were then emphéal toolleys pulled by motorised
tractors and were carried towards the airfield ¢it, 41).

Phase Il Fusing Complex:ithe route onto the airfield from the Phase Il bosthre
complex ran through an area of temporary bomb stamnel fusing points located nearer
to the airfield where the bombs were fused and dr{8&e316). The fusing would have
taken place in drive-through Nissen Huilid), but the fusing points do not have
surviving huts and only the surrounding eartherstbteanks survive (Sitesl, 53, and
56). Similarly, the spare fused and bomb store, #stegnmost structure on the complex,
also only has its earthen blast banks survivinte@4/55). Each structure is 25m by
15m and has brick entrances on their east andsidest, with earth banks on their long
sides. Sited6 and53 have an additional parallel bank to their soutd aorth sides
respectively. The complex also has two ruinous fiisees located a little distance to the
south, and each were marked as ‘Explosives Labgrato the airfield layout plan (Sites
83 and84). Both structures only survive as ruinous fourmaiwith a brick-built internal
partition wall. SiteB3 comprises a brick wall aligned east/wes3m long, 1.2m high and
two courses wide, and located in a hollow betweenriorth/south aligned banks. The
banks are botbh 2m wide, 0.3m high and 8m long. S&4é could not be accessed during
the walkover survey due to flooding, but was visifsbm a distance and appeared to be
similar to Site83.

Other structures on the airfieldmost of the concrete surfaces of the main runway,
perimeter track and surrounding aircraft hardstagdispersals survive within the study
area on Skipwith Common (Si85), although largely masked by the encroachment of
woodland. The hangar within the study area has lsnolished, but its concrete
foundation base and a drain on its eastern sidéveu{Sites282 and283). Amongst the
other surviving structures are several Stanton-&ypeid shelters (Site30, 49and279);
each has a part-sunken, semi-circular elevatiod, @mprises a two-part concrete-
panelled structure with opposing brick-built enttas. They would have originally been
earth-covered but this has been lost in some cBsie&. plinths were evident inside the
shelters, which presumably held wooden benches Baelter had an associated guard
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post hut, although these have now been demolishieesR63 331and332). Further air
raid shelters, of the same type, were recordedsmall dispersed accommaodation site
located immediately adjacent to the airfield ateéstern end (SitekD5and108). The
accommodation site was poorly preserved with caadmindation bases surviving for
only two hutted structures (Sit&86and107) and part of a ruinous temporary-brick built
hut, marked as a Sergeant’s Quarters on the degpsites layout plan (Sit®3). On the
airfield itself several other structures were euigdéhe most imposing of which was a
large earthen embankment of a machine gun rantge2®). It measured approximately
65m by 25m and was up to 8m high. There was alst®pege for the electrical supply on
the airfield with a service trench running towaedsng main plinth building (Site44,
45 and262), a possible runway light structure and a distdrbencrete block (Site$3
and260).

Airfield Defences:the identified perimeter defences of the airfieldlude a single
possible slit trench on the northern edge of SkipWiommon (Sit®9), and two pairs of
machine gun pits located on the north-eastern artiern perimeter of the airfield (Sites
33, 285, 287 and288, Plates 57, 147 and 149). The pits consist ofliadrycal sunken
pit, with either a concrete drainage pipe or albhailt structure, containing the bracket
for mounting a machine gun. Access to the structueie from underneath through a
separate brick-built access hatch. The machine gitsndo not conform to typical
defensive turret designs, such as the Alan Williang ett-designed turrets (Francis
1996, 60-4), indeed it is likely that there wouldvk been no upper defensive
armour/protection for the inhabitant. The gun pitslikely to bead hocregional variants

of established defensive structures. A now-demetisplatformed structure may have
had an anti-aircraft function (Si@80), although this remains conjectural as it is not
marked on the layout plans, and can only possiblgden on the 1948 and 1951 aerial
photographs before undergrowth masked the sitég(Bla The demolition rubble from
the site, located in a spoil heap to the southhefdtructure, contained concrete-filled
sandbags (Sit@81). There are two areas of spoil heaps that mayerdétaeither the
clearing of the land prior to the construction o tirfield, or its subsequent demolition
(Sites90 and271).

Drainage Featuresdrainage for the airfield, within the still opennemon, would have
been a major undertaking to keep the site dry aaolez Other than the deep manhole-
covered drain recorded on the east side of thedrdogtprint (Site283), there were two
further examples of open drainage ditches clea$peaiated with the airfield. One drain
(Site 24) extends out aligned north-west/south-east fragrhigh explosive bomb stores
(Site315 and another drain runs parallel with the northerd of the perimeter track on
the west side of the runway (SB4).

Skipwith North Survey:his survey identified a group of three featurasGsook Moor
that were suggested as possible features assowigtethe airfield (OA North 2009).
The group consists of a rectangular brick platfofine brick courses high and topped
with a band of concrete 0.15m thick (Sit48). The platform lay at the south end of a
pair of parallel linear earth banks orientated Bemest/north-east (Sitels}7 and162).

No features are marked on the either airfield laydan at this location; however, the
sites may have had a Second World War function.
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5. RESULTS OF THE LANDSCAPE SURVEY

5.1
5.1.1

5.1.2

5.2
5.2.1

5.2.2

5.2.3

INTRODUCTION

The landscape survey covered the full extent oty area (Fig 1) and was undertaken
in order to identify previously unrecorded sitesl ascertain the survival of features

highlighted by the documentary studetion 4.2 At the outset of the survey, historic

OS maps were also examined to identify possibleifea and to provide a chronological

context.

The landscape survey undertaken in 2008 (OA NadOB2Figs 3 and 4) identified 87
new sites 18 and24-109 in addition to sites identified from documentacgrtographic
and aerial photographic sources, which were alsted (Sitesl-17, 19-23and 110
117). During the 2009 survey, sixteen sites identifiesin the HER and NMR (Sites
118 122 12425, 134-35 152-55 189-90, 196, 223 231and234) were visited, and the
survey identified 103 new site$36-51, 156-88, 191-95 197-222, 225-30, 23233 and
235-49. A detailed survey was also undertaken of thérsa part of the multiple-bank
boundary system (Siti8), that had been part recorded during the 200&®84&3A North
2010 figs 3 and 5). In 2010, three site groupstifled from the HER and NMR as sand
pits, peat extraction or ponds (Sit284, 296 and 312 were visited, and the survey
identified 78 new sites (Site&69-337), of which 41 related to the Second World War
Airfield (Sites260-63, 265276, 279-83, 285 287-88 and314-32). Most new sites were
post-medieval extractive or drainage featuresuutiolg sand pits/ponds, tracks, drains,
ditches, boundaries, peat cuttings and planta{ibigs 3 and 4). A detailed survey was
also undertaken of the multiple-bank boundary systdjacent to Sandy Lane (S3&4).
The LiDAR analysis (Figs 5 and 6) identified fivew trackways and field boundaries
(Sites338342), and provided more detailed information regardeafures recognised
in earlier surveys, particularly under woodlandtlo& northern common.

HISTORIC MAPS

Introduction: the first edition OS of 1855, and the OS map 19&dewexamined, to
identify potential archaeological sites prior t@ landscape surveys being undertaken.
The maps also provided invaluable indications angjing land-use in the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries.

Ordnance Survey, 1855, 6” to 1 milehe 1855 map indicated that other than the
enclosure of Riccall Common on the south-west qooh¢he study area, the landscape
has not changed significantly over the last 150rsiedhe 2009 walkover survey
identified several areas of ridge and furrow, et1855 map indicated that the land had
reverted from arable to common by the mid-nineteeentury. At the western extent of
the study area, the maps show that two former areadge and furrow (Site$95 and
198) are crossed by tracks (Si@&30and201), and a track crosses a former area of ridge
and furrow (Site287) east of Skipwith village.

The first edition map of 1855 marks the probablere Age barrow (Sit€96), towards
the western extent of the study area, as aredivelli near the Iron Age barrow cemetery
(Site118). Numerous features identified during the walkawewvey were also illustrated,
including sand pits (Sites41-43, 150, 167, 171, 173 21516 and249); a possible line
pond (Site202); ponds/pits (Site$89-90); the probable site of a windmill (Sig31) and
tracks, banks, ditches and drains (Sii8g 139 144-45, 149 151, 16566, 17477, 181-
82, 185, 188and249).
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Perhaps the most pertinent detail identified on apen common was the original
alignment of Moor Lane (SitR84), the boundary between Riccall and Skipwith
commons (Sit80), and the Swang Plantation (S&@0. Place-names in the study area
indicate that peat and sand extraction had beeertatken for a considerable time on the
common. For example, Hall Moor Pit (close to Fowét; Sitel13) was probably the
demesne extractive area on Skipwith Common. Otlecepnames with Dike, and
possibly also Swang in them, suggest areas ofa@xima these include Tow Dike (on
Riccall Common), Horse Shoe Dike, South DuffieldwT®ike, Sheep Dikes, Long
Swang and Hollow Swang. The areas often relatetal® and/or peat cutting identified
during the walkover survey.

Ordnance Survey, 1910, 6” to 1 miléy 1910, the study area was much more wooded
than illustrated in 1855, outwith the nineteenthtoey plantations, and especially in the
south-east corner of Skipwith Common. Most of théraetive sand pits/ponds are
depicted and, along with areas defined as boggyngtoshow the extents of turbaries
and extraction areas on the common. Several ofdhd pits marked in 1855 are not
shown in 1910 (Site$41-43, 150, 167, 173 215and202) but there are three new sand
pits (Sitex222 228and229). In addition, a drain (Sitek37 and139), a ditch (Sitel49),

a possible hollow way (Siter6), a track (Site00and201) and a bank (Site48) shown

on the 1855 OS first edition map were no longeamixby 1910. Sitd18is shown as
comprising approximately five tumuli, although tiepiction of these sites is not clear,
as they are marked in amongst the trees in the Areaw trackway (Sit€36) is shown
running north/south over Old Mill Hill. Riccall Caomon had been also been enclosed by
1910. As a result, Tow Dike is no longer named @ rmap and Moor Lane has been
diverted to the south.

The subsequent 1954 map edition is a redraftinthef1910 map, with the area of
Skipwith common essentially unchanged. The outtih®iccall Airfield is shown but

has no more detail. The subsequent aerial photbgrapidence points to the common
being gradually encroached upon by woodland iratter half of the twentieth century.

LIDAR AND PHOTOGRAMMETRIC M ODELLING

Analysis of photogrammetric DTM and LIiDAR data tgallace following the analysis of
historic maps and the completion of the landscapeey. The LIDAR analysis (Figs 5
and 6) identified five new trackways and field bdanes (Site€338-42) particularly
under woodland on the northern common. LIDAR datenf this area illustrated that
several of the individual features recognised mldndscape survey were more closely
associated than was visible on the ground; somempa series of possibly prehistoric
field boundaries and others provided more detanfmmation regarding the layout and
relationship between features illustrated on histmiapping. The scale of sand quarrying
on the eastern part of the common was also showretmore extensive than had
previously been identified. Although no new sites@recorded on the photogrammetric
DTM (Fig 7), this also provided better definitioo tmany features, including the
important multiple-banked boundary along the rait8andy Lane (Sit834).
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5.4.7

PREHISTORIC SITES

Bronze Age Barrowsthere are four scheduled barrows along the nartheundary of
the study area; of these, Sigand4 (Plate 16) were found and surveyed. Siwould
not be located, and Sitewas inaccessible due to heavy flooding; howeveryipus
visitors reported that the feature is clearly dedirand of classic round barrow form (M
Nieke pers comm). Sit¢is a large irregular-shaped, low mound,2-14m in diameter,
with considerable animal and tree disturbance goakaible slit trench on its south side.
Site 4 is a prominent steep-sided mound with a roundedd®.5m high and 7m in
diameter (Plate 16). It has a hole in the centrggssting antiquarian disturbance.

Site 14, just to the north of Moor Lane, recorded as aun® in the HER, was visited
and is a prominent, regular-shaped barrow surraiibhgea shallow ditch. It is 0.6m
high and 8m in diameter and is flat-topped, renciems of an infilled kerbed ring-cairn
(Lynch 1972; Quartermaine and Leech 2012).

Site 194 (Plate 94) has clearly defined edges, a flat tapan external ditch 1m wide.

It has a diameter af 20m and is 0.5m high. Similarly, Sii®6 (Plate 95), previously
identified by the NMR as an earthwork, has cleal¥fined edges, an external ditch
1.25m wide and is fairly flat-topped. It has a deter ofc 18m in diameter and is 0.5m
high. Site66 is a possible barrow at the northern end of thiipherbank boundary; it
8m in diameter, and is a roughly circular, low mdufhhe site is heavily overgrown and
is located within the group of multiple banks (Si.

Linear Bank SystemsSite 18 (Plate 2) comprises a series of parallel bankgaet
north-north-west/south-south-east, which crosssthey area for a length af1.5km,
apparently extending beyond its south-eastern anthern boundaries. The feature is
made up of three or four lines of intermittent flaidbanks. The individual banks atce
3m to 5m wide and range in length from 3 to 60mwais the south-eastern extent of
the study area, several banks divide from the mmhgmment and head east-south-east
beyond the study area; thereafter their alignmemh$ an approximately parallel line
with the principal oneContinuations of both lines were observed as croksna the
fields immediately south of the present common lolauy (Figs 3 and 5).

Site334is made up of discontinuous sections of multiplekeal and ditched boundaries
running along the alignment of Sandy Lane on a mbugast/west orientation. The
boundary survives in four distinct groupings aladhg lane, the easternmost to the north
of Sandy Lane, with the remainder to the south. Jin@iving remains of the boundary
extendc 920m along the common; in places there are at feasparallel banks running
in line, with the combined banks being up to 25rdeviThe individual banks ace3m to
5m in width and the sections range from 3m to 11®fength.

In places, the boundary (SiB84) has been impacted upon by the route of the [Gne.
orientations of the banks and the lane are slighitlgrgent; at their eastern end, the lane
cuts the line of the banks and on the easterndagi@éackwood Road the continuation of
Sandy Lane appears superimposed upon them. Theldagucomplex is also crossed in
numerous places by drainage gullies. There is sblei evidence of the boundary
continuing either outside of the common to the eastithin the common to the west.
The western end of the boundary may originally Hallewed the present northern edge
of the common, and could have curved slightly ®gbuth, possibly to join Sife8.

These boundary banks appear to define a long, enydawicient, territorial boundary and
there are parallels on the North York Moors (Spt889; 1993; 2005) and the Yorkshire
Wolds (Fenton Thomas 2003; 2005; Stoertz 1997)aizitons in these areas suggest
the banks, also known as dykes or entrenchmentshwahe often aligned on, or in some

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 33

5.4.8

5.4.9

cases truncate Bronze Age barrows, were first cocted in the late Bronze Age and
early Iron Age, at the beginning of the first milleum BC (Fenton-Thomas 2005, 29-
46). Site66 is a possible barrow at the northern end of théiphe bank boundary,
situated within the group of multiple banks (Sl® and there is a spatial association
with a putative barrow (Sit), although the precise relationship was unclear.

Where identified in other areas of Yorkshire, linelykes/entrenchments are often
traceable for several miles and appear to havel aatdand boundaries, dividing and
enclosing huge swathes of the landscabel)( The National Mapping Project found
very few comparable linear boundaries in the cowfsthe Vale of York survey (Y

Boutwood pers comm), highlighting the rarity angortance of the Skipwith examples.

Iron Age Enclosures:at the north-eastern end of the study area, alpedson Age
enclosure (Sité, Plate 12) was surveyed during the walkover suriiegomprises
prominent banks 2m wide and 0.4m high, and ditche$m wide. In places there were
three parallel banks and ditches defining this @ale, suggestive of a defensive
function. A possible continuation of the earthworkas recorded to the south as Site
79, a north-east to south-west-aligned ditch, whicinves to the north-west at its
western end converging on the enclosure. The ditap to 0.3m deep amdl.5m wide.

A prominent bankc 3m wide, is visible on its north side and theréess prominent
bank to its south.

5.4.10 Two further features recorded as Iron Age enclasore the HER (Site$2 and 16)

recorded by William Proctor's MS Plan of the midvgieenth century (Proctor 1951;
Site 1) andcould not be located. Like Si& these were recorded in the airfield area,
and may have been disturbed or destroyed by lapohgrduring its construction.
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Plate 10: West bank of enclosed settlement,65ltmking north

5.4.11 Putative Early Enclosures / Field Systemanalysis ofaerial photographic evidence to
the north of the study area and close to the setti¢ enclosure (Sit@) has revealed a
multi-vallate rectilinear enclosure linked intoexies of fields defined by earthen banks.
Investigation of further aerial photographs and @ed&arth imagery (but no further field
investigation) has revealed distinct linear bankd/ar ditches (Sit&833) which form a
part of the multi-phased field-system on South Mé&@ld (NMR SE63NE38) and
elements of the same complex within the commeanSites6, 96-7). The easternmost
linear of Site333continues the alignment of an early field boundargouth Moor Field
in a roughly north-north-west/south-south-east raegon for c 300m. The other
identified boundaries may form enclosed fieldssunding settlement Si& The highly
defended form of the enclosure is suggestive abaable Iron Age date.

5.4.12 Early Enclosures / Field Systemshere are a pair of enclosures / field system®¢Sit
161/219and163) on Crook Moor which are seemingly earlier thameélements of extant
field system and have the potential to be of laehigtoric or Roman date. LIDAR
analysis revealed three intersecting linear feat(®&#e342), probably ditches, joining
the three enclosures identified on the grounds3#é/219(Plates 74 and 112) comprise
a probable enclosure bank or baoKks5-2m wide and up to 0.5m high, with an external
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ditch. The features or feature lie on the westate sf the Crook Moor plot, adjacent to
but independent from its large western drain (318).

5.4.13 Site 163 is a round-profiled bank with a ditch on the odésforming a clearly defined

rectangular feature, possibly an enclosure. Thet rdeBnite part is the south-west
corner, where the bank stands to 0.6m above the bfshe associated ditch. The
southern and western sides are well-defined, beitetistern side simply comprises a
slight drop towards the base of an ill-definedhlitthe ditch and bank are both 2m wide
and the area within the enclosure is reasonabliydvained and fairly level. Although it
is not possible to date these banks, similaritiesvben their form and that of Sites
161/219suggests the possibility of a prehistoric datee Slze and orientation of the
enclosurel63 plots161/219and associated linear featuB22is comparable with field
layouts identified by aerial photography to theteasl south of Crook Moor (outside the
survey area; NMR SE 63 NE 17 and 18); the implisais that this is an extant element
of the early field system. That these a@50m to the north of the Crook Moor Iron Age
barrow cemetery (Sit#18) may further suggest a prehistoric date.

5.4.141ron Age Barrows:in the north-western part of the study area, Da@es Hill barrow

group (Sitel), has been interpreted as being an Iron Age S®mrew cemetery (Stead
1965) of which there are several parallels in Noftikshire (Stead 1991; Dent 1985).
Within the Danes Hill area nine possible barrowsandentified by the walkover survey
(Sites 26-8 31-2 and 38-9). These appeared to be in the same positions ragwsa
marked on the historic mapping from 1855 onwardke 3 was just to the west of the
study area and did not match the locations of &tlyeobarrows shown on the first edition
OS map of 1855. By the time of the 1890 mapping 3twas located within the new
‘Mound Plantation’.Two further barrows (Site46 and91), located close to the sites of
‘tumuli’ marked on modern OS mapping, form a snrafjeoup to the east of the main
cemetery. Sitd6isc 7m in diameter and heavily disturbed by animatdws. The date
of this feature is questionable as brick was noteds top, although this may be a later
dump.

5.4.15 Site118includes the buried and earthwork remains of agd possible Iron Age burial

mounds north-west of the junction between Bonby Brahd Lanes on Crook Moor. In
1850 the Yorkshire Antiquarian Club investigatedvesal mounds found to be
surrounded by square ditches and were likenedettatiyer group of barrows 3km to the
south-west at Danes Hill (Sitg. Confusingly, both areas are labelled ‘Danes’ Idil

the Ordnance Survey mapping. The southern grouitel Y88 comprised four possible
barrows, which corresponded to examples markedstarit OS maps (Sitek35 152
153 and155. One of these (Sit&35), has a uniform circular shape; it may be better
interpreted as a Bronze Age round barrow.

5.4.16 Three further possible barrows were identifiedha area, which were not previously

5.5
5.5.1

recorded in the HER (Sitds36, 156 and157). One site that was recorded by the HER,
as it is marked on the OS first edition map of 185fe122), could not be located.

MEDIEVAL /POST MEDIEVAL RIDGE AND FURROW

Features comprising, or associated with, ridgefamdw numbered 30 (Sitels15 164

65, 177-79, 181-86, 188 191-93, 195 19798, 237-38, 247-48, 250-54 and 257-5§.
Despite the land being held in common in the meadiperiod, this indicates that the area
to the north-east of the village was assarted sabdequently used for arable cultivation.
Whilst ridge and furrow can be difficult to datense areas have ridge separation wider
than othersdg Site 237); many of the sites identified had ridge-to-ridgeasurements
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5.6
5.6.1

5.6.2

5.6.3

5.6.4

5.6.5

of c 6m, which is a characteristic of medieval ridgd &nrow formed by ploughing with
teams of oxen (Rackham 2000, 79). Several arethe oidge and furrow (Site95, 198,
200, 201and287) were crossed by nineteenth century trackwayscatig the land was
not used as arable at this time.

POST-MEDIEVAL AND MODERN SITES

Not including features associated with the twehtegntury airfield, nearly 80 post
medieval and modern features were identified overcourse of the surveys (Sit3
42,47,70,74, 76,89, 93 100102 134, 137-44 146, 14951, 15860, 166-69, 171-76
18990, 199202 20417, 22023, 227-236, 242-45 and249). These included sand pits,
ponds, tracks including a hollow way, drains, d#shboundaries, mounds, and a
windmill platform.

Boundaries:several different types of field boundaries welentified, the majority of
which were banks and associated ditches which ragg had a drainage, as well as a
boundary functiondg Sites70and74, 158. Some were marked on historic OS mapping
and others could be associated with, or were ogdhee alignment as, former features
such as post-medieval field boundaKiegSites40, 146, 166). There were also several,
often substantial, boundary features, including mwmm and parish boundaries, which
may have older origins (Sit&®, 159, 160).

Drainage Ditches:long linear drainage ditchéSites137, 144, 149), many shown on

the first edition OS map, were identified, somewdfich are cut by more modern
examples €g Site 102). Some are large ditches probably central to dgensystems

(Site 144) and others are smaller side-ditches (86g

Sand Extraction: over 60 areas comprising one or more probable gdtsdwere
recorded. Of these, 28 corresponded to sites af paa shown on the historic OS
mapping. The remainder were shallow dried hollodentified through the analysis of
aerial photography and Google Earth imagery.

Ponds and Drainage on the Commomany of the small, regular-shaped ponds or pits
marked on the first edition OS map (1855) were tified (eg Sites189-90 and 220-

22); most were identified as possible former sandaexion pits which later filled with
water or were intentionally converted to drainage.uAlthough the post-medieval
drainage regime on the common was difficult to tdgron the ground, analysis of
Google Earth imagery revealed a pattern of intecdtainage gullies. The surviving
evidence of now shallow, mostly infilled, linearliges were found to have originally
drained the water-filled extraction pits all theynacross Skipwith Common, with an
overall trend to run the water towards Southfietdi® on the north side of the common.
The exception was at the very eastern edge ofdhenon, where extant drains were
recorded running into Ladypit (Site301 and 302). One extant drain, previously
identified, demarcated the boundary between Skipatd Riccall Commons (Sigf),

and was recorded on the 17BScrick Estate plan (Plate 2) and on early OS mapping.
Other drains recorded in the present survey weslgl of nineteenth/twentieth century
origin as they drained the small portion of Ric€dimmon recorded on the airfield side
of the common (Site859and278). The drains pre-dated the construction of thigetdlr
and may have been dug when Riccall Common wasssutp1884-1907). Itis evident
that the drainage regime has not been in use ¢donaiderable period, and was unable
to drain the water off the common following the mmsubsidence.
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5.6.6

5.6.7

5.6.8

5.6.9

Line Ponds:line ponds, used for rettingections 3.3.24-26are marked on the first
edition OS map (1855). SiBd2 probably originally a sand pit, is attached telpond
246 via a well-defined drainage leat (SB&3) and was clearly related to the water
management of the line pond used for retting. S¢weegular hollows (Sit@02) to the
immediate north of the main area of retting pon@y mso have been used for retting.
These are not depicted on the OS first editionraag pre-date the line ponds.

Peat Cutting:the eastern half of Skipwith Common has numerand,extensive areas
of peat cutting, with eight being recorded by tmesent survey (Site290, 298 303
305 308, 310, 335and336). The pattern of peat cutting would suggest thastmf not
all, of the deep peat was cut from the commonepibst-medieval period, even though
the common was one of the turbaries used to supgphk in the medieval period
(Section 3.3.1P The surviving evidence for the cuttings comsiskghtly raised areas
of ground with the lines of corduroy ridges of lmepeat cuttings surviving on the
surface; these are the surviving areas where amtygé the peat has been extracted.
These islands of denuded peat are within a mudeiarea of ground where the peat
has been completely cut and this is particularlgewt around Sit@90. The peat would
have been stacked for drying prior to it being reetbfrom the common, and there is
possible evidence for seven areas of peat stackgleSmall examples of peat stacks
(Sites304, 307and309) were located on/near separate peat cutting §se@s303 306
and311). The peat cutting on the south-east of the comntddath Duffield Tow Dike
(Site290), contained five circular/sub-circular islands alhimay also have functioned
as peat drying areas (Si289and292), as well as two small peat stacks (Sike&and
293). The peat cutting identified to the north of Sahéne (Site335 is bounded on
the south by a curvilinear banked and ditched baund

Plantations: a documentary source (Allison 1976, 91) mentidrad three plantations
were established in the early nineteenth centuegy the road that crosses Skipwith
Common. The first, Sitd13 was a plantation named Fox Covert noted on théir&S
edition mapping (1855); parts of its boundary widentified (SitesL00and101). The
second (Sitel16) is shown on the 1910 mapping, but only the northexige of the
boundary survived as a prominent curved bank (BiteThe third nineteenth century
example, was depicted as Swang Plantation on thger€®dition mapping (Sit800)
and was found to be extant, with an earthen badkd@&nh boundary and internal sub-
divisions.

Site 151is a long linear bank, 4m wide, defined by ditcbeseither side. There are
some substantial trees growing out of it and é@vglently of some antiquity. The bank
is parallel to, and about 10m north of the curtemindary, and appears to correspond
with the southern boundary of ‘Nursery Wood’, shoam the OS first edition map
(1855). Siter6 is a prominent curved bank, up to 0.5m high add5m wide near the
northern part of the study area. The bank appeassrtespond with the north-western
corner of a plantation, shown on the 1910 OS mae (86). A further possible
plantation survives to the north of Horseshoe R@&iie 311); it does not have a formal
boundary and was not shown on the OS first editiapping (1855) or 1910 mapping.
The area ix 150m square, and survives as remnants of plantabataining mature
Scots pines.

5.6.10 Windmills: Site231is the site of a former windmill, comprising adarsemi-circular

ditch, 2.5m wide and 0.5m deep, defining a raisedral platform. Most of the platform
has been cut away by a later sandpit (386. The platform and ditch are shown on
the OS first edition map (1855), and the area mmeth‘Old Mill Hill'. Site 233 is
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tentatively interpreted as the site if a formerdavmll. It is a large elongated mound up
to 3m high, with an associated ditch, but is nostrated on any historic maps.

5.6.11 Trackways: several former tracks have been identified (Slté4-79, including two
hollow ways. Sitet7 is a hollow-way aligned east/westlm wide in the northern part
of the study area. A continuation of this (I8 comprises parallel banks aligned north-
west to south-east, eachl.5m wide and up to 0.3m high. Si#gand42 are on the
line of a path marked on the current mapping, wiaigpears to have fallen out of use.
Bounding the south-western extent of ‘North Comrdantation’, Sitel75is a track
shown on the first edition OS map (1855). It is rappmately 6m wide and is banked
above the surrounding land, with a roadside ditchdeep on the field side. A possible
hollow way (Sitel76), 4m wide, was noted on the plantation side «f ttack, and may
have been an earlier phase of this route. Bothufestare shown on the OS first edition
map of 1855. Sitd74is a track marked on the first edition OS map B)&%utting off
the corner of Bonby Lane and Sité5; although the trackway itself is indistinct, magur
trees on either side of it mark out its former sut

5.6.12 A portion of Moor Lane was recorded (S&84), running on a north-west/south-east
orientation from the boundary between Riccall akgp®ith Commons. The extant
section measurasl75m long by 9m wide and is up to 0.5m high. Theotding of the
lane from its original position, shown on the Oftfiedition (1855), was undertaken
following the enclosure of Riccall Common1884-1907).

5.6.13 Modern Sites:eight sites which are likely to post-date WorldMTavo were recorded
(Sites34, 61, 147-48162 239and256-57. These include a trackway (S&d) which
is shown on current OS mapping and runs over tspetsal bays on the airfield, and a
brick-built platform (Sitel48), also marked on modern mapping, on Crook Mooickvh
is probably linked with the Riccall RAF base. ThHatform seems to be associated with
a pair of parallel-running ditched banks (Sitd3 and162). Sites255and256, on Little
Common, relate to the site of an early twentiethtaey cricket ground and the turf-
covered concrete foundations of a pavilion.

5.6.14 Undated:there were 40 sites of unknown date recorded égtinvey (Site29, 36, 43,
50, 52, 57-8 62-3 65, 67-9, 71-3 77-8 80-2, 86, 92, 94-9 109 170 180 187, 203
218 225and226). These include several mounds, some possiblyalgthites36, 43,
73, 170 180), some possibly denuded barrovs®,(203). There are many stretches of
banking (Site9, 50, 62, 63, 71, 77, 80, 81, 82, 86, 187, 226, 218), trackways (Sit&7)
and drainage ditches (Sit&8, 65, 67, 68, 69, 72, 92, 94-99 109.

5.7  WORLD WAR Two (RAF RICCALL ) AND LATER

5.7.1 In addition to the runway itself (Si&r1), 73 sites were recorded which relate to the use
of part of the common as an airfield during thedecWorld War (Site24-5, 30, 33,
35, 37, 44-5 489, 51, 53-6, 59-60, 64, 75, 83-5, 87-8 90, 1038, 147-8, 162, 260-88,
318-330. There were six gun-pits/platforms and shootingsidentified (Site33, 261,
285 287, 288 and a possible foxhole (Si&9). Sites30, 49, 108 and279 are air raid
shelters, sited approximately around the edgedseopérimeter track. There were several
bomb stores (SiteB5, 54, 55, 60, 75, 88, 265-270272 273 275 276, 314-316 and
Sites51, 53 and56 weredescribed as explosives laboratories on the majpeodirfield
(Plates 8 and 9); all of these brick-buildings hadociated blast-banks. Blast banks were
also associated with former buildings labelled @sgonent stores on the map (SB&s
and84). Buildings associated with ancillary camps, sahehich remain extant, were
identified from dispersed site plans of the aidjeind aerial photographs (Sitg@%8

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 39

330. There was also evidence for numerous demolibbédings and building (or other)
platforms, some identified on mid-twentieth centaeyial photographs and OS mapping
(Sites 35, 44, 103 106 107, 263 274 331, 332 280and 282. Some of these were
associated with drains and service trenches (34€37, 64, 87, 262, 283), mounds and
spoil (Sites90, 260, 271, 281).
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6. SKIPWITH COMMON LANDSCAPE HISTORY

6.1
6.1.1

6.2
6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

6.2.4

MESOLITHIC AND NEOLITHIC

Flint blades are reported to have been found dugkaavations of some of the Danes
Hill barrows in 1941 and a probable Neolithic fliteke, modified for use as a scraper,
was found during the 2008 survey (SitB. Other Neolithic findspots are known in the
vicinity of the study area (NMR SE 63 NE 22 and NISE 63 NW 13) and a possibly

prehistoric double-ditched enclosure is visibl@a&sopmark to the west of the south end
of the study area (NMR SE 63 NE 41).

BRONZE AGE / IRON AGE

Settlement / Agricultural Remainghere is considerable evidence of settlement agtivi
on the enclosed lands to the north of the studg @b@ased on aerial photographic
evidence) and a putative field-system (89 extends into the area of South Moor
Field (NMR SE63 NE38). The boundaries appear to nibdti-phased with the
westernmost boundary probably being the earligsé dastern boundaries contain an
area surrounding a single multi-vallate settlenfeature that is just within the study area
(Site06). Sites79 and94-7, alignments of banks and ditches, would appear towieler
field system in direct association with the enctbsettlement. That the enclosed
settlement was edged by three sets of banks acltedisuggests the enclosure was not
simply for the purposes of stock control, but maywédr been a defended settlement,
probably of Iron Age or even Romano-British date.

A further indication of a possible Iron Age encldssettiement is Sité2, which was
reported to be a rectilinear enclosure, with twalaing ditches in its north-east corner.
It was apparently in the northern part of the Rliokafield, and may have been damaged
or destroyed by the construction of the perimetk, as no evidence for it was found
during the survey. In the same area was the firtdspRoman pottery sherds (Sit&)
which would support an Iron Age / Romano-Britishedior the site.

The aerial photographic features, plotted by theMNfational Mapping Programme)
for the Vale of York,have revealed an enormous complexity of field sgstend
associated settlements, a picture which is mosh/figan amalgamation of features from
different periods. On South Moor Field (NMR SE638Ethere are features that have a
direct relationship to extant boundaries depictethe OS first edition map of 1855. The
features relate to an over-arching linear, stragied, field system, which is clearly
superimposed onto an earlier system of very sneddld. Most fields of this later system
were not depicted on the OS first edition map dametdfore pre-date 1855. Some
however, do relate to boundaries extant in 1855mdty, therefore, be tentatively
suggested that the later system is of early postiewal or medieval date.

The earlier field system identified by the NMP, lghnot apparently directly linked to

the later field system, follows a similar orienteti The earlier field system is

characterised by very small ‘Celtic’-type fieldsydawithin the complex are circular

features that have the potential to be roundhousethis basis it is tempting to ascribe
a later prehistoric or even Roman date to the cerfihis is reinforced by a programme
of field walking that was carried out in South Mdeeld which yielded Roman pottery
from the area immediately north of the common (M&#haeological Consultancy Ltd

1994).
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6.2.5

6.2.6

6.2.7

6.2.8

6.2.9

Around Adamson Farm, boundary features from thelgginotographic plotting (NMR
SE63 NW8) extend out from modern boundaries; tlfestires are not depicted on the
OS first edition mapping of 1855, but at the samme tcut through elements of an earlier
field system characterised by small fields. Soneeneints of this earlier field system are
parallel to boundaries depicted on the OS firsti@dimap and, again, there is a single
circular feature, a possible roundhouse, withingagier small fields complex. There is
also a group of four small square features, whiely bbe square barrows.

To the north of the study area, a large encloshNMR SE63 NE41) has been variously
interpreted as the outline of a former plantatimna Neolithic henge-type monument.
The former is unlikely as there is no plantatiorrked on the OS first edition (1855) or
subsequent maps. Also, there is no correlationdmtwthe enclosure and the field system
shown on the OS first edition map. Given thereraresigns of it on historic mapping,
the feature probably has a relatively ancient, ipbsgrehistoric origin. The possibility
of it being a henge monument cannot be discoumted, may have been an enclosed
settlement of later prehistoric date.

The northern barrow cemetery at Danes Hill survagetie 2009 study area (Sité8)

is flanked by two (probably associated) Iron Agefimo British settlement sites on the
west (NMR SE 63 NE 17) and east (NMR SE 63 NE i®ssof the study area, identified
through aerial photographs analysed as part of\il¢ for the Vale of York. The
location of the cemetery between these two areghtrsuggest it was in a border zone;
if so, the barrows may have marked an area of wast®emmon ground between two
settlement areag.he association between settlements and funeramgins has long
been attested, with a common scenario of burialndsilocated at the edge of prehistoric
field systems (Quartermaine and Leech 2012). Omththern edge of the western part
of Skipwith Common, the funerary cairns seem tsibheted on waste at the edge of the
prehistoric farming.

Further settlement sites lay in the vicinity of @09 study area. NMR SE 63 NE 35 is
a site extending over 800m, to the south-east oRNBE 63 NE 18, and thought, from
the alignment of the ditches, to be associated wyitnd with NMR SE 63 NE 17. South
of NMR SE 63 NE 17 is a further extensive probabilen Age/Romano-British
settlement area, which extends east/west fb270m (NMR SE 63 NE 14). The main
alignment of the ditches is north-west to south;dasg there is an east/west boundary at
the southern end of the site, which possibly regressa separate phase, potentially even
of medieval date. Two square barrows lie adjacerhis boundary (NMR SE 63 NE
16). Settlement site NMR SE 63 NE 38 is locat@$0m west of the southern end of the
current study area, extending westwards for 750th,ttwe main axis of the ditches being
west to east and north to south. Roman potteryfevasl in this area during a programme
of field walking (MAP Archaeological Consultancyd.1994).

There are two sites within the Crook Moor area tieate the potential to be elements of
this wider-scale settlement area. Sit&l/219 appear to be the banks of a small
rectilinear field system, aligned approximatelylwihe boundaries of the NMR SE 63
NE 18 field system, and comparable in size. 88 an irregular enclosure defined by
prominent earthfast banks, is close to16&/219plots. It is not evident however, if Site
163is an isolated enclosure, or an extant plot withiarger field system which has been
denuded by later landuse. It seems probable tleatdlative paucity of prehistoric
agricultural / settlement sites in the area mayehasen obscured by ridge and furrow,
vegetation and tree cover. Both settlement site RRNOE 63 NE 17 and NMR SE 63 NE
18 contain complexes of ditches which run up toldbendaries of the study area and,
despite not being picked up by the survey, woutdsbékely to extend into it.
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6.2.10 Funerary Remains:the most diagnostic indicators of prehistoric agtiwn Skipwith
Common were groups of barrows, located predominaieing the northern part of the
common to the south of Adamson Farm, and also rafr®kipwith Village on Crook
Moor. As discussedSection 6.2.)Ythese seem to be grouped on the waste grouhe at t
edge of the prehistoric fields and settlement arBlas barrows were two basic types; the
generally dispersed round barrows spread alongdhbern boundary of the common,
and concentrated groups (or cemeteries) of squamows, in two locations, both
(confusingly) called Danes Hill (Stead 1965; 1991).

6.2.11 Round barrows are typically of Bronze Age date, emchprise rounded mounds, often
surrounded by a quarry ditch; however, the ditdresoften in-filled, the only surface
indicator being the mound. Other round barrow forimdude in-filled ring cairns,
typically defined by a kerbed monument with a g (Lynch 1972). Four of the round
barrows within the study areas are Scheduled Montsr(&ite2-5); Sites2 and4 were
located but Sit& was not identified, and Sitecould not be accessed due to flooding.
Five more probable barrows were recorded and caeqhisite66; a low mound within
the group of multiple banks, and Sitk4, 18, 194 and 196, flat-topped, steep-sided
mounds typical of in-filled ring cairns adjacentMoor Lane. With the exception of Site
14, all of the round barrows were located arounchlegins of the common. These were
near the identified edge of the settlement rem@irike north of the common; a context
commonly used for burial. A further putative roubarrow with a similar flat-topped
profile (Site139) is spatially associated with the group of squmows at the western
Danes Hill.

6.2.12 Danes Hill Cemetery — Skipwith Commothe component monuments of the Danes Hill
cemetery (Sitd) have been identified by excavation as squareba;rwhich comprise
a circular rounded profile mound, surrounded bygaase-shaped enclosure ditch. In
practice, the enclosure is rarely a true squaretenuadten being rhomboidal or
rectangular. The barrows are generally small, #ingelst being only 15m between the
outer edges of the ditches (Dent 1985; Stead 1B®dwn et al 2007,154). When
identified within modern cultivated land, the mosnidave often been lost to plough
damage, the ditches being the only surviving eldmeRelatively common in east
Yorkshire, square barrows are characteristicallyntbin cemetery groups (Stead 1991).
They are most often associated with La Tene | mweidl (sixth century BC), with later
examples associated with La Tene Il finds (firehtwry BC). Radiocarbon dates
generally reinforce the artefact-based chronoleggnning between 450BC and 50AD
(Dent 1985, 446).

6.2.13 The Danes Hill Iron Age square barrow cemeterye(BiNHLE 1018603), consisted of
more than 20 barrows, prior to the constructiorRafcall Airfield. They are in two
groups: a main group of approximately twenty bag@wn Danes Hill and a further group
of up to five barrows to the east. Excavations waborted findings of La Tene burials,
cremations and Roman pottery were carried outesite in 1754, 1849, 1941 and 1998.
Site 21 refers to five of the barrows, located in the hartistern part of the main Danes
Hill group. Sitel9is a square barrow, which was excavated in 1732rhjohn Burton,
and produced two crouched inhumations; it was dgstt in 1941 for the construction
of an airfield dispersal. The excavation producelagment of textile, described as
coarse sacking, attached to a thigh bone; Siesmd23 also allude to the textile and are
probably multiple entries for the same barrow. 849 William Proctor excavated ten of
the group, revealing circular mounds between 6ml&md in diameter, each surrounded
by a square ditch. In 1941, Miss K Hodgson excal/édar of the barrows that were to
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be destroyed for the construction of the airfiehthe again revealed central mounds
surrounded by square ditches.

6.2.14 Nine possible barrows from Sitewere identified, seven within the main Danes Hill
group (Site6-8 31-2and38-9 and two within a smaller group of barrows to #daest
(Sites46 and91). Of the seven ‘main-group’ barrows, six (Sig&8, 31-2and38) are
located in the same positions as barrows markéusboric mapping from 1855 onwards.
Site 39 did not match with any of the barrows shown onftlst edition map (1855).
However, by the time of the 1892 mapping, S3® was within the new ‘Mound
Plantation’ and is likely to have been obscuredrbgs for some time. Sitd$ and91,
to the east, were close to the sites of ‘tumulirked on the current OS maps. Sieis
c 7m in diameter and heavily disturbed with animairbws; the date of this feature is
guestionable as brick was noted on its top. Sltehowever, is a prominent feature and
can be interpreted as a barrow with a reasonalgleedef confidence.

6.2.15 Just to the north-east of the group, air-photograplotting has identified four small
square features, which are assumed to be furtbersdparrows, associated with the field
system NMR SEG63NW8. One of these was excavated lke N&riffiths in 1998,
revealing a square ditch, and cremated bone fragmethin the interior. A further two
square features are in the field to the east oeBaiill.

6.2.16 Danes Hill Cemetery — Crook Mootthe second Iron Age cemetery called Danes Hill
(Site118) is also a Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1016619).dswmvestigated in 1850,
and cremated bone was discovered within the barréivs mounds were found to be
surrounded by square ditches and were likenedeaé¢metery at Sitgé, ¢ 3km to the
south-west. The survey identified seven possibleols associated with the complex
(Sites118 135-36 152 153 and155-57%.

6.2.17 Linear Boundary Featuresthe survey revealed that there are two linearpteres of
probably prehistoric linear multiple-banks (alsoolm as dykes or entrenchments)
running across the open land of Skipwith Commote B is a series of parallel banks
aligned north-north-west/south-south-east, whicbsgrthe study area for 867m,
extending beyond the south-eastern and northermdaoies of the study area. The
feature appears to comprise three or four lingsaddllel intermittent banks, averaging a
total width ofc 35m. The individual banks ae3 to 5m in width and range from 3 to
60m in length. At the south-east end, the banksrde;, apparently reflecting two courses
around a former pond. According to the aerial pgaphy, they continue as parallel
alignments beyond the study area to the south-eastot to the north, although other
early field boundaries were revealed. The explanatiay be that these were primarily
upstanding earthwork features, which, when plougbet] by contrast with the cut
features of the field boundaries, do not show uf) @areaerial photographs. It may be
significant that an extension of the Si#boundary coincides with the western edge of
a field-system complex (NMR SE 83 NE 38).

6.2.18 There are a series of possible cairns / barrowgsedi within the boundary complex (Site
18). Site2 is large and moderately well-defined and a sedarge barrow (Sit€6) was
identified further south. Nothing was found at teported location of a further barrow
(Site 3). Most barrows are located near to the edge ottimemon and at the northern
edge of the Sitel8 boundary. In some cases in East Yorkshire, lirshdees or
entrenchments follow the lines of earlier, broalithear barrow cemeteries (Fenton-
Thomas 2005), but at Skipwith, there are insuffitibarrows to confirm a former
alignment.
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6.2.19 The second multiple-banked boundary system (&3# extends east/west across the
northern part of Skipwith Common. It consists ofeaist four parallel multiple banks and
ditches banks running in at least four discontirsueactions, along the alignment of
Sandy Lane, on a roughly east/west orientation.stingiving remains extended20m
along the common with the areas of the banks hgutg a maximum of 25m wide. The
individual banks are 3 to 5m wide and range from 3 to 170m in lengthrtiar
ephemeral parallel banks may survive to the solutinose recorded in the central section
of the boundary; however, these were difficult iscdrn. There is no evidence, at
present, of the boundary continuing either outsitithe common to the east or within
the common to the west. The western end of the demyrmay originally have followed
the present northern edge of the common to the, @wadtcould have curved slightly to
the south possibly to merge with the other terigdsoundary surviving on the common
(Site 18).

6.2.20 The Site 18 boundary complex fits well with established exagsplof territorial
boundaries in Yorkshire in the later prehistoricipe. These often followed the lines of
watersheds and streams, and were originally mabkedter-visible round barrows; in
some instances, linear barrow cemeteries were seghed by constructed boundaries.
The massive multiple-banked Scamridge Dyke, irstheh-east North York Moors, has
as many as six parallel banks and ditches (SprdtHarrison 1989, 40). The Casten and
Cleave Dyke system, on the western edge of thenNeatk Moors, link the scarp slope
edge to the major east/west watershed valleys@hi#mbleton Hills, and incorporated
many round barrows along their routes.

6.2.21 There are numerous examples of comparable lineamuments from the Yorkshire
Wolds, many up to several miles long, which forneasive complexes often following,
or linking, natural topographic features, such aleys. They are often made up of
parallel rows of two or more, and sometimes as na&rgix, banks and ditches. A notable
example is Huggate Dyke, which retains upstandiagheorks, and comprised
prominent multiple bank and ditches which linked treads of two dry valleys (Fenton
Thomas 2003; Fenton Thomas 2005, 37). John Mortiargrquarian excavator, noted
the relationship between barrows and the Woldsaolmments: “When planning these
earthworks it would seem that in many instancetasebarrows had been chosen as
points to mark the direction the entrenchments khtake; hence the not infrequent
collision of the two and the mutilation of the ks’ (1905, 379).

6.2.22 The multiple-bank boundaries are inherently difi¢a date, because they have been in
use for millennia, and the form and character a& toundary markers changed
substantially over that time. Typically, the lorigelar earthworks of the North York
Moors and the Wolds are defined as being betweemzg Age and Roman in date,
because they evidently post-date round barrowsaaesmdut by Roman roads; however,
the round barrows are potentially markers and nmegrb indication that the boundary
substantially pre-dates the linear earthworks (@®ithomas 2003; 2005). A correlation
has been noted between ancient tracks and the bneadaries on the Yorkshire Wolds,
where there is an east/west orientated ancierkvi@gccalled the Sledmere Green Lane,
which survives as field boundaries, extant laned mredieval township boundaries
(Fenton Thomas 2005, 50). This coincides for mudbsdength with sections of linear
boundaries, such as Huggate Dykes. Similarly, theggound barrows along the length
and there is an implication that the early netwairboundaries may have been defined
by topographic features, tracks and barrows, aatltths form of boundary definition
pre-dated the development of the earthwork banisd@nhes.
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6.2.23 At the Cleave / Casten Dyke complex on the NortihkYMdoors there is an interesting

relationship between the visible earthworks andiezamanifestations of boundary. A
section of the Cleave Dyke was subject to excamaitio1989 (Vyner 1989), which
revealed that the present Cleave Dyke is in parlater re-cutting of an earlier boundary
alignment that was originally part embanked and p#malignment ipid). Casten Dyke
crosses and cuts Cleave Dyke and comprises a 3idetch with banks on either side,
extremely prominent in places, which very obviowilerts around a substantial Bronze
Age barrow. Casten Dyke was a documented boundaityei medieval period (Spratt
1982, 36), and, as it evidently post-dated therotlyges and the tumulus, it has been
argued that it was of medieval origin (English ltege 2001). However, it evidently has
had a long, and continuous use as a boundary,teuwbe present day. While the present
form may well have been created in the medievabgeit almost certainly followed an
earlier line that extended between a line of BroAge burial mounds, and, on the
evidence of the excavations on Cleave Dyke (Vyi®89), may have taken the form of
a pit alignment extending directly between the wntof the barrows. Similarly, at
Fimber Westfield, on the Yorkshire Wolds, JR Morinexcavated across a complex of
banks and ditches and revealed that one of thélglatiéches had started life as a series
of pits (1905; Fenton Thomas 2005, 43). The eaplerse comprised single ditches that
were then overlain by massive banks and ditchesed#@blished that elements of the
large, linear banks were constructed in the Lat;nBe Age, evidenced by the finding of
spearhead moulds, but evidently the single ditahiese even earlier (Manby 1980;
Fenton Thomas 2003, 36).

6.2.24 Further evidence of dated linear earthworks coram fthe Great Wold Dyke, Thwing,

where excavations of the ditches have revealedisiuér_ate Bronze Age pottery in the
base (Manby 1980; 1986; Fenton Thomas 2003). Atl&owon the Wolds, a length of
ditch and bank was demonstrably later than a gaduggquare barrows, which would
suggest a date later than 300BC (Stead 1986; Fdittomas 2003), and at Wetwang
Slack excavations of linears have revealed matefiakcond century BC date (Fenton
Thomas 2005).

6.2.25 The implication for the Skipwith examples is tHag¢ge territorial boundaries have had a

6.3
6.3.1

very long life, and that their first manifestatiomy have been a line of inter-visible
barrows; however, the barrows associated with thiéipie banks are only at the northern
end. The boundary may then have been defined bgrestarthworks or pit alignments,
and continued to be adapted and enhanced intordineAge and possibly even the
medieval period. While a territorial boundary limay extend in date back to the Bronze
Age, the earthen banks were inevitably later, buay,rmevertheless, have had a
prehistoric origin. Both multiple-banked boundarggs Skipwith (Sitesl8 and 334)
extend across the middle of an area that is nowtewdsviding areas of better-quality
agricultural land. The presence of Bronze Age aad Age barrows there also indicates
that the Skipwith landscape lay between two prehissettiement areaSéction 6.2.)

MEDIEVAL TO POST-MEDIEVAL

Early Medieval:the settlement patterns of the Skipwith area inpibgt-Roman period
are not known, although the nearby Rivers Ouselmrd/ient were used as entry points
by the Anglian settlers who came to the wider amethe sixth century (Mike Griffiths
and Associates 1997, 9). Skipwith Church has extdatSaxon elements, in particular
the ground and first floor stages of the tower, #mremains of an original aisleless
nave are of early Saxon origin (Taylor and Tayl®63, 550). At least one fragment of
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6.3.2

6.3.3

6.3.4

6.3.5

6.3.6

re-used Anglo-Scandinavian sculptured stone caselea in the fabric of the church
tower. Recent work by Hadlt al (2008) entailed an investigation of the West Tqulds
revealed a building earlier than the tower, arowduich were burials, some in iron-
bracketed wooden coffins and a piece of early nietitury sculpture. This building was
replaced by a church which incorporated the stajdiwer (bid). As such, this confirms
the early origin of the church, its significanceldahe implication of an early settlement
at Skipwith.

Medieval and Post-medievaBkipwith is listed in the Domesday Survey of 1086 a
‘Schiperwic’. The estate was held by the d’Avrarsfamily fromc 1200 toc 1354, after
which it passed to the Skipwith family when Catherid’Avranche married William
Skipwith. In 1708 the estate was sold by Mary Skipwo Francis Annesley. The estate
was sold to Thomas Bradford in 1801, and to JPSawuin 1802. When Toulson died in
1898, the estate was sold to Lord Wenlock, who teédEscrick Estate, and it then
descended through the Forbes Adam family by theoétite nineteenth century.

By the seventeenth century, there were open fieldsediately surrounding the village,
meadows to the west, woods to the north-east amddimmon, or waste ground to the
south and east. A programme of field walking, emrout in South Moor Field, provided
evidence that parts of the Skipwith field system léeely to date back to the medieval
period, as twelfth century and later pottery wasfibin this area. Analysis of the field
system in South Field, evident from the aerial pgodphic plotting, indicates that there
is more than one phase of field system; the finstse was no longer extant by the time
of the OS first edition map (1855), but elementsitoivere aligned with the field
boundaries that were extant at that time. As stiih,field system is either early post-
medieval or medieval and, given that there has bestdieval pottery recovered from the
fields, it is tempting to infer that some usagetluf field system dates back to the
medieval period, even if it was in the form of gen field.

Several areas of ridge and furrow were identifie@ss the north of Skipwith Common
(Sites164, 178-79184 186 191, 193 195 198 237-38and247). This indicates that at
some point, the area to the north-east, and pgssoinhe to the south-west of the village,
was assarted (improved from waste or common lamduaed for arable cultivation; as
such, it may have formed part of Skipwith’s ope#lds. It is not known when, or for
how long, this area was under cultivation. Howebgrthe time of the 1769 map (Plate
4), the area was described as common and haddheffellen out of arable use. The
system of open fields and common rights continbealigh the nineteenth century, with
the fields finally being enclosed in 1904. At thisye, a Board of Conservators was
established who made by-laws concerning the common.

The common belonged to Skipwith manor and haskssa known as Lord’s (Demesne)
or ‘Hall Moor’. As a consequence, Skipwith commorasanever subject to sustained
Parliamentary Act Enclosure, although Riccall Comiocated on the south-west edge
of, and partly within, the survey area was enclos&884-1907. The land here was
drained and improved during the late nineteentlya@aentieth century and the course
of Moor Lane was changed to avoid the new encl| el

The demesne (or manorial home farm) status of dgmenoon will have had a bearing

upon its usage, particularly during the medievalqek Instead of its use as common
pasture, the survey evidence is suggestive ofivelgtnon-intensive exploitation of the

‘waste’ land; peat cutting, retting for flax prodion, exploitation of timber, and mineral

extraction on behalf of the lord of the manor.
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6.3.7

6.3.8

6.3.9

Sand Extraction:numerous sand pits/ponds and some line pondsettorg) have been
identified within the study area, from both physiaad cartographic evidence, which
indicate their presence during the post-medievailode Although there is no direct
evidence to indicate that these activities were plactised in the medieval period, it is
logical to presume that there had been comparahietg in the earlier periods. Over 60
areas comprising one or more probable sand exiragits were recorded during the
survey; many of which corresponded to extant whlled ponds. Google Earth imagery
has revealed a pattern of intricate drainage gudied the now shallow or infilled linear
gullies were found to have originally drained thatev-filled extraction pits across
Skipwith Common. One extant drain demarcated then@ary between Skipwith and
Riccall Commons (Sit80), and was recorded on the 17B8crick Estate plan. Other
drains recorded in the present survey were cledimyneteenth/twentieth century origin,
as they drained the small portion of Riccall Comnaod pre-dated the construction of
the airfield and, presumably, were dug when Ric€ammon was enclosed1884-
1907.

Peat Cutting:the eastern half of Skipwith Common has numerand,extensive areas
of peat cutting (Site290 298 303 305 308 310 335 and336). The pattern of peat
cutting would suggest that most of the deep peataua from the common in the post-
medieval period, even though the common was otieecfurbaries used to supply York
in the medieval periodSection 3.3.19 Both peat and sand extraction had been
undertaken for a considerable time on the commadnsareflected in the place-names in
the study area, eg Hall Moor Pit and other placeesmwith Dike and Swang in them.
The archaeological evidence for the cuttings suggeat most of the area has been cut
for peat and that there is little undisturbed petit The peat would have been stacked
for drying prior to it being removed from the command there is evidence for areas of
peat stacks or islands of raised grousddtion 5.6.)0

Plantations: a documentary source (Allison 1976, 91) mentidres déstablishment of
three plantations in the early nineteenth centurygkipwith Common, and four further
examples were identified; at Fox Covert (Site3); in the northern part of the common
(Site116); Swang Plantation, which was shown on the O$ édgion mapping of 1855
(Site 300), and to the north of Horseshoe Pond (Sit&). All of these have been clear-
felled but retain remnants of plantation includimgmerous mature oaks and several
Scots pines within the modern birch scrub.

6.3.10 Communications:an area of waste surrounded by agricultural landldvinevitably

have been used by communication routes. Drove sputeparticular, utilised, where
possible, unfarmed land where there would be nimicgsn on their passage and where
there would also be grazing for the animals ongoAs a consequence, they typically
pick out routes across some of the most remoteewast in the landscape so that they
can avoid enclosed land (Haldane 2006). In thipaets the common or waste ground
surrounding Skipwith would have been ideally suded there are some long established
primary communication routes across this area, siscMoor Lane, which marks the
southern extent of the study area and, to a lesgent, King Rudding Lane. The roads
running from Skipwith south-east to North Duffielthd north towards Thorganby also
cross the study area and may initially have beewnalroutes, subsequently becoming
roads during the post-medieval period. A portiohaior Lane was recorded on Riccall
Common (Site284), running in a north-west/south-east orientaticont the boundary
between the common and Skipwith Common. The rasgudf the lane from its original
position was undertaken subsequent to Riccall Combsing enclosedc(1884-1907).
Sandy Lane crosses the common in an east/westair@en which significantly closely
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follows the line of a multiple boundary line (S884; Section 5.1.2 As discussed above,
the multiple linear bank systems and barrow cenestadentified within and in the
environs of the survey area illustrate some ofdhime concerns as the roads, and are
commonly also associated with long-distance rouysv&ection 6.2.24~enton-Thomas
2005).

6.3.11 Other features attesting to the communication usdHgidne moor include Sitd0, a
guidepost marked at the junction of King Ruddingh¢avith Moor Lane. There were
also two narrow hollow ways (Sitd3 and42), which appear to have subsequently fallen
out of use.

6.3.12 Cricket Ground: a relatively short-lived cricket ground and pauili(Sites255-6 were
constructed on Little Common in the early twentiedimtury. Although not depicted on
the OS 1910 mapping, it is shown, as a sub-cirakared area within the woodland on
thec 1919-41 mapping. It is not depicted on subsequé&htm@pping.

6.4 RccALL AIRFIELD (1940-57)

6.4.1 Riccall Airfield Construction: in 1940 land at Riccall, including part of Skiplwvit
Common, was requisitioned for use as a militarfyedd. The site was just one of a dense
cluster of bomber airfields in the Vale of York,tvia dozen others within a ten mile
radius. The airfield, opened in September 1942, m@ed three hard runways, and
surrounding perimeter track with 36 standard hdawmyber dispersals distributed
around it, concentrated on the south and east sidée airfield. The initial phase high
explosive bomb dump and stores for small arms acehidiary ammunition was placed
within the perimeter track on the east side ofdinfeld (Site314). A second later phase
of high explosive bomb storage areas were constiyafaced at a safe distance to the
north-east of the airfield on the open common £33t and316). The main technical
site, consisting of clusters of maintenance bugdiand seven hangars (six of Type T2
and one of Type Bl designs), was located in théraksouthern side of the airfield.
Dispersed hut accommodation and communal sitesgaldth the wireless station, were
to the south of the airfield.

6.4.2 The construction of the airfield impacted upon #inehaeological resource of Skipwith
Common, but only the land around the main runwags systematically cleared. The
north-eastern extent of one of the three runways leated within the study area,
extending across the southern portion of Danes (8ite 1), effectively cutting it off
from the rest of Skipwith Common. The footprinttbé airfield directly overlies one of
the barrows on Danes Hill from the group of appmwately 12 and one from the group
of five to the east. However, other barrows wervimusly marked in close proximity
to the airfield boundary, so it is likely these walso impacted upon by its construction.
The footprint of the airfield also overlies threand pits (Site8, 9 and11) and a guide
post (Sitel0). A portion of King Rudding Lane was also removedanake way for this
part of the airfield. The High Explosive Bomb Stoumning onto the west side of the
common has truncated the alignment of one of thatpe prehistoric multiple-bank
boundaries (Sit&8), but the boundaries survive between the two lofdsomb stores.

6.4.3 Surviving Airfield Archaeology:although only roughly one-sixth of the originakenxt
of the airfield lies within Skipwith Common, theusly area contains a small but
significant archaeological resource of Second W@kt infrastructure and buildings in
the north-eastern end of the former airfield. Thie/gy area contained the very northern
tip of the main runway and perimeter track (S&gand, unsurprisingly, this area formed
the best-preserved section of runway hardstanding.archaeological survey identified
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6.4.4

6.4.5

6.4.6

6.4.7

6.4.8

6.4.9

a range of sites, including both buildings and reaorks, which were primarily
associated with three bomb storage and managememtexes.

Phase | Explosive Storagtie original explosives storage area lay insidep@rimeter
track of the airfield in a small wooded area (oher@jinally two adjacent storage areas)
and functioned as a complex for storage for snratissammunition and incendiaries
(Site314). The complex consists of a mixture of standingksbuilt buildings and stores
surrounded by open blast-banks, where the intdmais have been demolished. There
are three extant permanent brick-built small armsanition stores on the north end of
the complex (Site26870). To the south are four identical square earthtenes
surrounded by blast-banks (Sig&v, 272, 273and276). Other structures include a series
of earthen blast banks and concrete foundationsh@ating to six hutted ‘SBC Stores’
(Small Bomb Container huts) (Sig66), and two further concrete bases and a scooped
area relating to further demolished store buildi(®j$es265 274 and275).

Phase Il Explosive Storagéhe airfield was presumably upgraded and a newn mai
storage for high explosive bombs was located afe distance away from the airfield,
to the east on the open common (Sit&). The complex consisted of four open storage
areas with surrounding earthen blast walls, corcieding ramps and a road circuit
(Sites25, 75, 60 and88; Plate 14). The route onto the airfield along KiRgdding Lane
from the Phase Il bomb store complex ran througaraa of temporary bomb stores and
fusing points located nearer to the airfield whitsee bombs were fused and armed (Site
316). The fusing would have taken place in drive-tlgtoINissen Huts, but the fusing
points do not have surviving huts and only the@unding earthen blast banks survive
(Sitesbl, 53, 54/55 and56). The complex also has two ruinous fuse storestdata little
distance to the south, and each were marked ado&xps Laboratory’ on the airfield
layout plan (Site83 and84).

Other Structuresa hangar located within the study area has besmldshed, but its
concrete foundation base and a drain on its eastde) survive (Site282 and283).
Amongst the other surviving structures are sev@tahton-type air raid shelters (Sites
30, 49 and279). Further air raid shelters, of the same type,ewecorded in a small
dispersed accommodation site located immediatghcadt to the airfield at its eastern
end (Sitesl05and108). The accommodation site was poorly preserved watfcrete
foundation bases surviving for only two hutted stuwes (Site406and107) and part of

a ruinous temporary-brick built hut, marked as ag8ant’'s Quarters on the dispersed
sites layout plan (Sit@03). On the airfield itself several other structuvesre evident,
the most substantial of which was a large eartimiba@kment of a machine gun range
(Site 261).

The identified perimeter defences of the airfieldlide a single possible slit trench on
the northern edge of Skipwith Common ($5®). Two pairs of machine gun pits were
also identified, on the north-eastern and nortipemmeter of the airfield (SiteZ3, 285
287 and289).

Drainage: drainage for the airfield, in particular withinettstill open common, would
have been a major undertaking to keep this siteddyviable. There were two examples
of open drainage ditches clearly associated wetailfield. One drain (Site4) extends
out north-west/south-east from the high explosigeb stores (Sit@15 and another
drain runs parallel with the northern end of themeter track on the west side of the
runway (Site34).

Closure of the Airfield: flying ceased in November 1945 and the RAF rethitie
airfield for storage from August 1948 to Februa®p1. When the RAF vacated the site
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the facilities were dismantled, the majority of theways were grubbed up, much of the
land was turned back over to agriculture and mdrthe buildings, particularly on the
dispersed communal and accommodation sites, waygexd for farm use.

6.4.10 Regeneration of Skipwith Commorsince the end of its use by the RAF, many parts of

the airfield have been cleared and have been meethfor agricultural use, whilst much
of Skipwith Common has remained as lowland healtie. forth-western portion of the
airfield was disturbed by the construction of Rltcaal mine, in the early 1980s as part
of the Selby coalfield; it was a short-lived andswdecommissioned in 2004. The
construction of the airfield has had a localisestdetive impact upon the common itself,
but only directly within the footprint of the disfsed bomb storage areas and perimeter
tracks. In addition, subsidence caused by the mioiperations of Riccall Mine has
resulted in flooding of large parts of the comma@ver subsequent years, Skipwith
Common has been increasingly encroached upon hybsand trees, especially
surrounding the Second World War structures andiayn

6.4.11 Condition and Significance of the Airfield Archaeobical Resourceithe group of

Second World War aviation structures and buildiagsSkipwith Common consist of a
small, yet important, resource within the immediaigale and the larger region of the
Vale of York. Riccall Airfield is not unique in theurvival of airfield features. Even when
it was built, it was not unique in its role or saiéntly rare to be regarded as nationally
significant. At a more local level, the resource 8kipwith Common does form a
cohesive collection of inter-related airfield fei@s that often have been subsequently
removed outside of the open common. The documeiragstigation revealed small
numbers of possible buildings and structures surgion the technical site, along with
fragments of runway and dispersal. The 13 dispessedmmodation and communal
sites appear to have at least 71 surviving buiklengd structures within them. This kind
of survival is relatively common within such contexalthough a large proportion of
similar buildings have been lost to modern develepimtypically, Second World War
airfield layouts could have had many hundreds dfimgs.

6.4.12 Within the common the survival of airfield sitesméxed. Runways, perimeter track and

6.5
6.5.1

dispersals survive particularly well, as often He earthen blast banks that surrounded
bomb storage areas. One particular problem appehbesrabbit burrowing on these sites,
in particular within the Phase | bomb storage &&t&314), and also visitor/motorcycle
erosion elsewhere (Sité4/55and261). What have not survived particularly well have
been the standing buildings, be they the origindsdh huts or temporary-brick
structures. Typically, only a concrete foundati@a gurvives, or at best low foundation
walls or even a gable end of a structure. Air tidlters, particularly because of their
more substantial construction have survived inteebstate, but often they have lost their
earthen superstructure. Some buildings have sutwivenoderate/good condition on the
common at the Phase | bomb store, probably ingemause they were permanent-brick
rather than temporary brick structures (S268-270and276). The structures are being
impacted upon in places by tree growth and undengui he airfield perimeter defence
has survived particularly well on the common witfotpairs of gun pits and a possible
slit trench, as have various drainage lines anatires associated with electrical supply
and possible lighting.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER WORK

It is recommended that selected standinglimgié be stabilised to make them safe to the
general public, and to give them some longevity;aimfvance of such works an
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6.5.2

archaeological building survey should be undertakée sites that are in greatest need
of consolidation for safety purposes are SA&8-270and276. Vegetation clearance and
rabbit control may be required, particularly on daathen blast banks. Volunteer input
could be used during the building surveys and &rrtbpographic survey could also be
undertaken on selected blast banks.

A further phase of archaeological investmatcould usefully be undertaken on the
putative multiple-bank boundaries, following on rfrothe topographic surveys
undertaken in previous seasons of investigatiosmaAll-scale scheme of archaeological
intervention, consisting of one or more keyholeasations could be undertaken, with
volunteer assistance, upon each of the banks (B3tasd334). The excavations would
identify the surviving sub-surface archaeologieslaurce from both within and beneath
these boundaries and could also provide datingeecil for their construction. It is clear
that these boundaries form an important recordatfaeeological survival on the common
and dating them could place their importance alalegsther such potential prehistoric
boundaries in the wider region.
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APPENDIX 1: PROJECT DESIGN
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1.2.3
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2.1.2

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) has bémvited to put forward proposals to undertake aAHD
survey of Skipwith Common, which has substantiaharof woodland cover. This survey will enhance
the earlier surveys of Skipwith Common undertakgi®©B North.

OA North has a very experienced project manafpo has specialised in digital landscape supvejects
(Jamie Quartermaine) and will provide the overviewthe project.

The archaeological services tendered will prise LIiDAR processing and analysis, with optioos t
undertake ground truthing and the correspondingesuanalysis. OA North has a large team of spestiali
archaeologists based at our Lancaster office, andam draw upon specialists from our other offices
Oxford and Cambridge. Collectively the organisati@s over 280 archaeologists and has the skills and
equipment to undertake all the elements of the@seg@ programme in house.

The present proposal provides costs and appes that OA North would provide in order to utalex
the project and also provides the level of expegenf the OA North team.

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY NORTH

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) has calesable experience of the archaeological survejtes

and monuments of all periods, having undertakereatgiumber of small and large projects during the
past 30 years. OA North employs a qualified arcleggeal and landscape surveyor (Jamie Quartermaine
BA DipSurv MIFA) who has over 30 years’ experierafesurveying buildings and landscapes, having
worked closely with the National Trust and the Ldbstrict National Park Authority on numerous
projects. OA North has particular experience inrf@rding and analysis of park landscapes anddbrm
gardens, and also general landscape survey.

Skipwith Common:OA North has undertaken extensive survey work kipy@ith Common (OA North,
2008; 2009; 2010) as part of community surveysasd as targeted professional survey work. This was
undertaken using total station survey techniqudseaailed systematic ground investigation of tiel
area. Much of the study area is covered in treéshwiimited effectiveness of the survey. The pragmbs
LiDAR survey would be intended to enhance the eadurveys and to generate a revised report that
incorporates the new data generated from the LiBARey.

Projects have been undertaken to fulfil the différeequirements of various clients and planning
authorities, and to very rigorous timetables. OAdsustomed to undertaking projects to strict tahkes,
and to fulfil a wide variety of requirements. OA o is one of the bodies endorsed by the CIFA
(Chartered Institute of Field Archaeologists; N@) &nd has both the expertise and resources tatakde
this project to the highest standards

METHOD STATEMENT
TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY

LiDAR: in theory the LIDAR survey is proposed to exterdoas the commo(t 2.3 sqgkm); however,
the Environment Agency only has 1m resolution DTIDAR for the northern part of the area, covering
about % of the common. The DTM (Digital Terrain M§)dLIDAR is appropriate for the recording of
land surfaces beneath woodland canopy. The LiDARpngvide detailed topographic mapping and will
identify archaeological features not evident frognia photography and by virtue of the high resolut
LiDAR will, in many instances, be better at higthtmng features than from ground investigation. OA
North has considerable experience of processingARBiles and these will be output as contours and
also as hill-shade views; in the case of the ldktey will be subject to a 3x exaggeration of tleetical
axis in order to enhance the depiction of the @aiths. They will then be georeferenced and incaafeat
into the GIS system.

LiDAR Analysis: a process of detailed analysis of the LIDAR daithlve undertaken and would entail
examination of the data in multiple digital formatgich would entail the use of detailed contoudeis,
with 0.1m to 0.4m contour separations. The hillghadws typically incorporate 3x vertical exaggenat
to enhance the earthworks, but 5x exaggeratioratsenbe used for localised areas. The hillshadesvie
are effective at bringing out surface features,their effectiveness depends upon the orientatidheo
light source. Some earthworks stand out substantigth some light sources, but then be almostdible

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 58

when the direction of the light source is rotatg®P’. It is therefore proposed to output the models wit
multiple light source orientations and to analysent using all the varied models.

2.1.3 Aerial Photography (Optional):given that the southern part of the survey arezs dmt have LIiDAR
cover, it would be worth-while considering the v§@hotogrammetry based on aerial photographs from
a drone, to provide an assessment of the archaealdgatures in those areas where there are eg tre
(photogrammetry cannot record the ground benea#dnsive canopy cover). Those areas to the south of
the LIDAR coverage, and where there is little tteger can be recorded quickly (typically in the sz
of a single days survey). The technique entaildura@ photography from a UAV (Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle (drone) and would take multiple, very dietdiphotographs from an altitude c00ft. These
would be combined within a photogrammetric survagkage that would generate a three dimensional
model of the area, upon which the photographs wdwlddraped, and would generate very detailed
hillshade and contour mapping. This can be usegkt®rate detailed survey results. The costs for the

Example of a hill-shade view revealing numerousearshafts of a coal mining landscape across the
upland summit of Fountains Fell, North Yorkshire

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 59

214

2.15

2.1.6

217

2.1.8

2.1.9

Two views of hill-shade views of LIDAR data companeith an aerial photograph (left) of a medieval
field system in the upper Ribble, North Yorkshire

The outlines of all putative and more-definite aeblogical features will be drawn in outline witlire
CAD environment, and each will be ascribed a sitmioer for cross referencing to a gazetteer within a
database. A provisional gazetteer will be compéad will be abstracted from all the available sesrc
which will include aerial photography, historicalusces, LIiDAR and photogrammetry.

Ground Truthing Survey (Optional)it is suggested that it would be worth-while talartake a targeted
ground truthing survey of the features identifigdtihe LIDAR survey within the extent of the common.
Experience of similar surveys has shown that wtfile LIDAR can identify surface features within
woodland, it cannot provide sufficient detail taabte a reliable interpretation, and indeed it casame
instances not be able to confirm whether a feasunatural or anthropogenic. The solution is toantake

a targeted ground truthing survey so as to exaitieeidentified features, provide an assessment of
interpretation, and to generate ground photographg. results of the ground truthing will then bedis

to augment the database record. The accuracy afii%R is such that there will be no need to obtain
additional locational survey (such as GPS) durirgground truthing, and means that it will be passi

to undertake the ground truthing relatively quickly

Site Description and Assessmerthe existing records will be enhanced on site, ailentail the
preparation of additional fields, such as the ctouifields, and there will be an enhancement ef th
description and the interpretation. The input itlie system will be guided by a proforma to ensure
uniformity and consistency of input.

Database: a detailed description will be provided for alleidified monuments for subsequent
transcription into an access database. Althougtvithghl monuments will be recorded, where they are
clearly part of a group (for example a cairnfietli}n the site for entry into the gazetteer wiltlbe wider
group. Sites identified from documentary sources BDAR, but not confirmed on the ground will be
incorporated into the gazetteer as a provisionalealthough the site will be omitted if confirmed
being a natural feature. The recording of the arolumical sites will incorporata written description,
including an accurate ten figure National Grid Refee.

Each category will be categorised for their sigrifice as defined below:

Grade 1: Archaeological sites of the highest imgoee, and will include Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and sites of national importance.

Grade 2: Archaeological Sites of regional significa
Grade 3: Archaeological Sites of local significance
Grade 4: Non extant sites or sites which are nitteantic

The description will incorporate a provisional imeetation of the function and purpose of a sitkere

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 60

2.1.10

2.2
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222

2.2.3

224

3.1
3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

possible, and similarly will provide a provisionaterpretation of the site's chronology where puassi

Photographic Survey:a photographic archive will be generated in therse of the field project,
comprising landscape and detailed photography.iledtphotographs will be taken of all sites using a
scale bar. All photography will be recorded on plgoaphic pro-forma sheets which will show the
subject, orientation and date. The photographyheilprimarily undertaken with a digital cameraléatst

16 megapixels).

REPORTING

Report: three reports have already been compiled for Skip@obmmon, comprising the main area of
Common, the Northern area and the Riccall Airfig@A North 2008; 2009; 2010). It is proposed to
combine these reports and to enhance them inghiedf the present LIDAR survey. The resultant syrv
results and discussion will therefore provide tledindtive account of the heritage of the Skipwith
Common based upon all available survey data. Thebgwed report will incorporate the following
elements:

. Introduction, aims and objectives,
. Methodology, documentary sources, and previoudwietk and research,
. Results of the archaeological survey, presentembifjunction with survey mapping. This will

incorporate a process of analysis which will exaarilme relationship between sites, monuments
and the wider topography.

. An assessment of the development of the studylmsad on the survey evidence.

The report will also include a complete liftaphy of sources from which the data has beerettr
and a list of further sources identified during pflnegramme of work. There will be an appendix gazsst
of sites which will be based directly upon the pmjdatabase.

The report will incorporate appropriate ithasions, including copies of the site plans, laxagg survey
mapping, all reduced to an appropriate scale. Tthengapping will be based upon the CAD base. The
report will be accompanied by photographs and histllustrations illustrating the principal elentsrof

the landscape.

Archive: a digital copy of the report in word and pdf fotsjaalong with cad drawings, the digital
database, all photographs and digital copies ofichentary mapping will be submitted on a data-stick.

RESOURCES
OANORTH PROJECT TEAM

The field survey will be undertaken by Andelps (Project Officer), Debbie Lewis (Project Swisor),
under the guidance of the project manager, Jama&t€uaine (who will also undertake survey work).
The OA North element of report production will hgisbetween Andy and Jamie.

Project Managementthe project will be under the project managemdntamie Quartermaine, BA
Surv Dip MIFA (OA North Senior Project Manager) to whom all espondence should be addressed.
Jamie is a very experienced landscape surveyor,hasaundertaken or managed literally hundreds of
surveys throughout Northern England since 1984 harscconsiderable experience of working on similar
projects to that proposed. He has managed a negording programme of Lyme Park, Cheshire, and
also a survey of the Rectory Wood Gardens, HeysHaad, both for the National Trust. He has also
undertaken surveys of Lowther Park, Cumbria, Rdffeark, Lancashire and also a structural survey of
Rufford Old Hall, he has also managed the recorgiogramme of Lathom Hall and Park, Lancashire.
He has managed the Sizergh Park survey, for theaNd,also the Chatsworth House evaluation and
survey. He has been a project manager since 199Bhammanaged over 800 very diverse projects since
then, which are predominantly survey orientated oball periods from Palaeolithic to twentieth teny.

Anne Stewardson — lllustrator and LIiDAR Specialistnne is a very experienced illustrator who has a
strong foundation in all of the traditional techmég of both archaeological and general illustration
graphical publicity material and specialising inadhfind illustration. As well as formal trainingnd
experience in AutoCad/Map3D, both 2 and 3 dimeradidiut also has extensive experience in realtime
survey software such as ArcGIS, Pointools, Poinf@ibud Compare, In Design, Agisoft, photoshop
and other mainstream graphics packages. In patishle has considerable experience of working in 3d
environments with Point cloud data be it derivazhfrphotogrammetry data, or laser scanning, and has
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also considerable experience of working with LiDARd DTM data to create and manipulate contour
and hill-shade views within a GIS environment.

3.1.4  Field Survey Project Officerthe ground truthing survey and the LIDAR analysil be directed by
Andy Phelps (OA North Project Officerivho has considerable experience of the surveyrfsieape
survey recording, and has undertaken numerous diglarveys across the Pennine uplands. He also has
considerable experience of recording buildings, paxdicularly medieval structures. He is familiaittw
the use of LIDAR and photogrammetry modelling ameirt use.
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APPENDIX 2: SITE GAZETTEER

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no
Designation
Site Type
Period
Source
Description

1
Danes Hill, Square Barrow Cemetery
464388 437719

NMR SE 63 NW 3; SM 30179; HER MNY21112; MNY 12128

Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1018603)

Barrow Cemetery

Iron Age/Romano-British

NMR; Stead 1965; Proctor 1851

Iron Age square barrow cemetery, consisting of mttr@n 20 barrows prior to the
construction of Riccall airfield, which destroyeelveral of them. The scheduling boundary
(Historic England 2018b) covers three separatesadefined by areas around the edge of
the airfield where the barrows survive. A furtheop of seven dispersed barrows lie to the
north and west of this site, outside of the studdagNMR SE 63 NW 33).

Scheduled Monument Description (NHLE 1018603ke monument includes the buried and
earthwork remains of an Iron Age cemetery locatedhe north-western side of Skipwith
Common and extending into Mound Plantation, whishpart of the adjoining Riccall
Common. The barrows survive as earthwork moundgdilp 0.2m-0.6m high ranging
between 5m in diameter up to 20m in diameter. Titednels around most of the mounds have
been largely infilled over the centuries. Depressimarking at least one side ditch can be
identified for the majority of the mounds, and iloshcases at least two sides can be seen.
These ditches, except with one barrow which ismgied at an angle to all of the rest, run
north-south and east-west, describing squares drthierindividual mounds. Early Ordnance
Survey maps mark ten barrows within the main arklwwere not later destroyed by the
construction of the World War 1l airfield. WilliafAroctor's mid-19th century plan marks an
additional five barrows and the survey conductetid84 identified a minimum of 20 square
barrows in the main area. The water tank sitedoprof a barrow on the north-eastern side
of the main area, and the fence line marking thenbdary between Mound Plantation and the
Common are excluded from the scheduling, althobghground beneath these features is
included.

The barrows on Skipwith Common are traditionallyt &roneously, believed to be the burial
mounds of members of the Norwegian army killedhatbattle of Stamford Bridge in 1066.
They have been the subject of several small-scalavations in the past. The earliest was
conducted by Dr John Burton in 1754, who recortedind of a near complete skeleton and
part of a second in a large barrow in the soutleeagart of the cemetery, one of three
destroyed in 1941 during the construction of thiéieddl. The more complete skeleton was
identified as that of a decapitated young mandaidwith his skull between his knees facing
east. A fragment of textile described as cours&isgaloth was found adhering to a thigh
bone. In 1849 William Proctor and the Yorkshire i§naries Club opened at least ten
barrows. These were described as being circulamd®between 0.6m-1.2m high and 6m-
12m in diameter, each surrounded by a square ditmind 0.4m deep and 1m wide aligned
by the cardinal compass points, that is east/webharth/south. At a depth of around 1m in
all of the barrows investigated was a layer of ¢klsand’ 15cm-30cm thick sometimes
containing pieces of burnt bone and occasional, ifioxt and other fragments. One of the
barrows opened was identified as that investighyedr Burton. This was described as being
15m in diameter and 1.2m-1.5m high and was destrsecontaining a number of human
bones. In 1941, Miss K Hodgson conducted an unpldi rescue excavation on four
barrows due to be destroyed by the constructigchefvartime airfield. They were found to
be mounds surrounded by ditches, square in plah,reinded corners and "V' cut profiles.
No central burial pits were identified under theumds, but ash, charcoal and bones were
identified in the excavated layers.

The ditches were infilled with alternating thin éag of clean yellow sand and thicker layers
of dark mud containing third to fourth century Rampottery. This ditch infill is now
considered to be evidence of Romano-British farnaictivity in the area and to postdate the
construction of the barrow cemetery. In 1994 tleaavas surveyed by MAP Archaeological
Consultants. In spring 1998 Mike Griffiths excavhtene square barrow in an open area
excavation in the arable field just to the nortisted Danes Hill. Although plough damaged,
this was shown to have been a mound covering a taygaining large quantities of charcoal,
described as ‘black sand’ in 1849, and crematee fragments surrounded by a square ditch
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similar to those described by Hodgson. The squarmty cemetery survives as three areas
of low earthwork mounds. The main area lies tortbeth-west of the perimeter track on the
western side of the runway and is labelled Dan#shRiOrdnance Survey maps. Two smaller
areas, each containing at least two mounds, libdceast of the main area, north-east and
east of the north-eastern end of the runway.

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no
Designation
Period
Source
Description

2

Skipwith Common, Round Barrow

465275 437669

NMR SE 63 NE 6SM 30180; MNY 17567

Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1018604

Bronze Age

NMR; HER; Proctor 1851; Antiquaries J 1961 (41)518

Part of a group (Site&-5) of Bronze Age round barrows situated on the resrtredge of
Skipwith Common. It is a large irregular shaped lmound,c 12-14m in diameter, with
considerable animal and tree disturbance was redoird the area of Sit2 as part of the
walkover survey. A possible slit trench is locabedthe south side of the mound. This feature
is located on the east side of Sit

Scheduled Monument Descriptionthe monument includes the buried and earthwork
remains of a pair of round barrows on the nortletge of Skipwith Common due south of
a shelter belt of trees called South Moor Belt. Bhgrows on Skipwith Common have been
investigated on a number of occasions by antigonaridheir interest was concentrated
mainly on the square barrow cemetery to the wiétbipagh the centre of the barrow, 800m
south-east of Adamson Farm, has a depression wbidghe result of an antiquarian
excavation. No excavations of the four round basrowthe common are recorded. However,
Elgee in his 1933 ‘Archaeology of Yorkshire’ notde find of a Middle Bronze Age
cremation urn on Skipwith Common. It is thoughttttims would have been removed from
one of the round barrows, possibly by William Poo@nd the Yorkshire Antiquities Club in
1849. The round barrow survives as an 8m-10m dienmedund standing up to a maximum
of 0.8m above the bottom of a 2m-3m wide ditch Bnwestern side. It is 0.6m high
compared to the general surrounding ground suttatiee east and west. The ditch encircles
the mound and survives as an infilled feature addbe rest of the circuit.

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no
Designation
Site Type
Period
Source
Description

3

Skipwith Common, Round Barrow

465229 437630

NMR SE 63 NE 6SM 30181; MNY 17568

Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1018605)

Barrow

Bronze Age

NMR; HER; Proctor 1851; Antiquaries J 1961 (41)518-

Part of a group (Site&-5) of Bronze Age round barrows situated on the rasrtredge of
Skipwith Common, and noted during the walkover syrv

Scheduled Monument DescriptionThe monument includes the buried and earthwork
remains of the southernmost of a pair of rounddvasron the northern edge of Skipwith
Common due south of a shelter belt of trees c&8tmetth Moor Belt. The barrows on Skipwith
Common have been investigated on a number of aotadly antiquarians. Their interest
was mainly concentrated on small scale excavationghe square barrow cemetery to the
west. No excavations of the four round barrowshendommon are recorded, although Elgee
in his 1933 “Archaeology of Yorkshire' notes thedfof a Middle Bronze Age cremation urn
on Skipwith Common. It is thought that this woulVe been removed from one of the round
barrows, possibly by William Proctor and the YorikshAntiquities Club in 1849. The round
barrow survives as 5m diameter mound standing apnt@ximum of 0.7m above the bottom
of a mainly infilled encircling ditch which is alsnocluded within the monument.

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

4

Skipwith Common, Round Barrow

465565 437711

NMR SE 63 NE 6SM 30177; HER MNY 17569

For the use of Natural England

© OA North: Novemb&t&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 64

Designation Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1018601)

Site Type Barrow

Period Bronze Age

Source NMR; HER; Proctor 1851; Antiquaries J 1961 (41)518-

Description Part of a group (Site-5) of Bronze Age round barrows situated on the rasrttedge of
Skipwith Common. A possible barrow was recordedhis area on the walkover survey
comprising a prominent mound with fairly steep side0.5m high and 7m in diameter. It
has a slightly rounded top with a hole in the cernffome tree disturbance and burrows were
noted around the edges.

Scheduled Monument Descriptiorifhis survives as a 6m diameter, round topped mound
standing up to 1 metre high with evidence of a hyanfilled encircling ditch 2m wide. The
mound has a small central depression up to 0.3im deé is skirted on its northern side by
a footpath.

Plate 11: Bronze Age barrow, Sitglooking east

Site Number 5

Site Name Skipwith Common, Round Barrow

NGR 465543 437500

Ref no NMR SE 63 NE 6SM 30178; HER MNY 17570

Designation Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1018602)

Site Type Barrow

Period Bronze Age

Source NMR; HER; Proctor 1851; Antiquaries J 1961 (41)518-

Description Part of a group (Site®-5) of Bronze Age round barrows situated on the rasrtredge of
Skipwith Common. Survives as a broad mound 20nmamdter standing up to 1m high.
The area within which this monument is located \weavily flooded at the time of the
walkover survey and consequently the barrow cooldoe seen or accessed.

Site Number 6

Site Name Skipwith Common, Rectilinear enclosure

NGR 465650 437720

Ref no NMR SE 63 NE 39

Site Type Earthworks

Period ?Iron Age/Romano-British

Source NMR; walkover survey; LIDAR

Description A rectilinear enclosure of uncertain date survieess earthworks, within woodland on

Skipwith Common, and is visible on aerial photodusplt is also illustrated as a square
earthwork on the first edition OS. The enclosure thauble and triple-ditched elements and
has a possible entrance on the western side, &igibll948 photographs. Later photographs
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taken in 1999 show a larger network of ditches, Haw much this has been modified by
modern drainage is uncertain. The date of thisosmce is unknown. The walkover survey
noted that the earthwork enclosure comprised prenmtibanks 2m wide and 0.4m high.
The ditches were 1m wide and filled with water at the time of theney. A possible
continuation of the earthworks was recorded tostheh, Sit€79. LIDAR clearly illustrates
the enclosure and associated banks. Visible ohifb&R is an additional linear, extending
from the eastern edge of the enclosure. It is tetemorth-east/south-west andcid00m
long.

Plate 12: North bank of enclosed settlemené¢ &Gilooking west

Site Number 7

Site Name RAF Riccall, Bomber Airfield

NGR 464178 436804 (area)

Ref no NMR SE 63 NW 21; NMR 1313568; HER 12150

Site Type Royal Air Force Base

Period Second World War

Source NMR; HER; Riccall Airfield Layout Plans 5116/45c&8117/45

Description A World War Two military airfield, opened in 194ihd closed in 1957. It had three runways
and perimeter dispersal bays. A Bomb Store layhéodast. Associated dispersed military
camps lay mainly to the south and south-east, tmithother probable camps further to the
north. It was equipped with aircraft hangars of {2 and Type B1 designs. During the war
it was an operational bomber base for the RoyaFAiice (7 Group). By 1985 the main use
of the site was for agricultural purposes. By 2@t#hy buildings had been demolished and
the runways removed.

Site Number 8

Site Name Skipwith Common, north of King Rudding Lane, Sand Pit

NGR 464458 437391

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Post-medieval

Source OS first edition map (1855)

Description A sand pit noted on the 1855 OS mapping, to thithraf King Rudding Lane. It is labelled

‘old sand pit’ on the 1890 mapping, but is not shaifter this date. In the 1940s the location
of this sand pit was built over by Riccall Airfie{8ite7). It is no longer extant.
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Site Number 9

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit, east of Danétll

NGR 464665 437676

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Post-medieval

Source OS first edition map (1855)

Description A sand pit noted on the 1855 OS mapping, to tis¢ @Danes Hill. A hollow is shown in
the approximate position of this sand pit on th@&nd 1908-9 mapping, but it is not
labelled. In the 1940s the location of this saridyais built over by Riccall Airfield (Sit@).

It is no longer extant.

Site Number 10

Site Name Skipwith Common, Finger post marked at th eastern end of King Rudding Lane

NGR 465253 437319

Ref no -

Site Type Marker post

Period Post-medieval

Source Map regression

Description A finger post, noted on the 1855 OS mapping aetstern end of King Rudding Lane. It is
marked as a guide post on the 1890 25" mappinghdtushown after this date. In the 1940s
the location of this finger post was developed asuge to the Riccall Airfield bomb store
(Site25). It is no longer extant.

Site Number 11

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit, within Mound FRantation

NGR 464452 437462

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Post-medieval

Source OS first edition map (1855)

Description A sand pit noted on the 1890 OS mapping, withirultbPlantation, but not shown on later
mapping. In the 1940s the location of this sandvais built over by Riccall Airfield (Sité).

It is no longer extant.

Site Number 12

Site Name Danes Hill - Rectangular Enclosure

NGR 464770 437660

Ref no HER MNY 12133

Site Type Rectangular Enclosure

Period Iron Age

Source HER

Description An enclosure depicted on William Proctor's MS Rlant not on OS maps. A settlement
existing beside the barrows is mentioned, but raildeof it are known. The enclosure had
two oval ring ditches in its north-east corner.hls possibly been destroyed by the
construction of the airfield. It possibly referstte same site as Sit®, which is located
30m to the south. No earthworks were noted indheés during the walkover survey.

Site Number 13

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store |

NGR 465450 437270

Ref no HER MNY 12154

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source HER; Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; Walkavsurvey

Description This is a general site group comprising a bombestioat was positioned well to the east of
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the airfield within Skipwith Common. This site wdsrived from documentary sources and
includes the individual four buildings (Sit&8, 60, 75 and88) that were recorded by field
survey.

Site Number 14

Site Name Skipwith Common, Mound

NGR 465080 437160

Ref no HER MNY 17591

Site Type Mound

Period ? Bronze Age

Source HER; OS first edition map (1855); walkover survey

Description A mound, off Moor Lane to the east of Riccall &id, shown on the OS map of 1855. A
prominent, regular shaped mouad.6m high and 8m in diameter. There are some trees
around the edges of the top, but the rest of thagdlat. The mound sides are fairly steep
and a shallow ditch runs around the outside, sacamis pf which were filled with water.

Site Number 15

Site Name Skipwith Common, Findspot

NGR 464500 437700

Ref no HER MNY 17618

Site Type Findspot

Period ?lron Age

Source HER

Description The findspot, from Danes Hill (west), of a fragrhefiwoollen cloth, thought to be Iron Age.
Found within a stratified context. From the saneat®mn as a square barrow (S8 and
presumed to be associated with it.

Site Number 16

Site Name Skipwith Common, Enclosure System

NGR 464760 437630

Ref no HER MNY 17643

Site Type Enclosure

Period Unknown

Source HER

Description An enclosure system of unknown date, which pogsibfers to the same site as Si2
which is locatea 30m to the north. No earthworks were noted indhés, which was heavily
disturbed by airfield construction, during the walkr survey.

Site Number 17

Site Name Skipwith Common, Findspot of Roman potter

NGR 464760 437630

Ref no HER MNY 17644

Site Type Findspot

Period Roman

Source HER

Description Findspot of Roman pottery sherds, close to enodsdi2/16.

Site Number 18

Site Name Skipwith Common, Multiple Banks

NGR 465339 437430

Site Type Earthworks

Period Unknown - ?Bronze Age

Source Friends of Skipwith Common; Google Earth;

Description Earthworks comprising multiple banks, aligned apprately north-west / south-east. This

feature extends far867m and i€ 35m wide. The individual banks az8m to 5m in width

For the use of Natural England

© OA North: Novemb&t&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 68

and range from 3m to 60m in length. At the soutkt-ead, several banks divide off from the
main alignment to head east-south-east. This sealignament of banks was traced for 70m
before it left the south boundary of the study aild® featuravas surveyed by The Friends
of Skipwith Common in 2007-8.

Site Number 19

Site Name Danes Hill no. 7 - Crouched inhumation ahsquare barrow

NGR 46452 43763

Ref no HER MNY 12129

Site Type Crouched inhumation and square barrow

Period Iron Age

Source HER; Stead 1965

Description Barrow no. 7 as depicted on Stead’s map of 1964 exaavated in 1754, producing two
crouched inhumations. The excavator, J Burton, el&avated other barrows in the Danes
Hill complex (Sitel). The condition of the barrow is unknown. It wasstheduled in 1999.

Site Number 20

Site Name Danes Hill - Cremation

NGR 46460 43765

Ref no HER MNY 12131; SM 30179

Designation Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1018603); part of Site

Site Type Cremation

Period Iron Age

Source HER; Stead 1965

Description Calcined bones (quantities unknown) were recovesedxcavations by Burton and YAC.

Location of excavated barrows unknown.

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

Site Type
Period
Source

21

Adamson Farm Square Barrow
464400 437800

HER MNY 12135

Square barrow

Iron Age

HER
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Description Up to five square barrows are visible on aerialtpbraphs adjacent to Danes Hill. Three of
these are positioned alongside a trackway. Albdm@ows lie in the same field beside Danes
Hill, which contains a square barrow cemetery,afae it can be assumed that these are part
of the same cemetery (Sitg

Site Number 22

Site Name Adamson Farm - Field System

NGR 464400 437800

Ref no HER MNY 12143

Site Type Field system

Period Iron Age

Source HER

Description A complex pattern of field systems containing dmadtangular and square enclosures. The
Iron Age date has been given to the field system w@uits association with the square
barrows. This field system may be part of an extenfield system to the north of Skipwith
Common and Danes Hill (Fig 1; NMR SE 63 NW 8). Nothworks were noted in this area
during the walkover survey.

Site Number 23

Site Name Skipwith Common, Square Barrow

NGR 464500 437700

Ref no HER MNY 17619

Site Type Square barrow

Period Iron Age

Source HER

Description A square barrow which is part of the Danes Hitlugy (Sitel). There was a find of woollen
cloth (Sitel5) from this same location, which is presumed tafsociated with this barrow.

Site Number 24

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 465442 437392

Site Type Drain

Period Second World War

Source Map regression; walkover survey,

Description A drain aligned north-west / south-east. It was stiown on any of the historic mapping

examined and was built sometime after 1910. Itpvabably constructed during the Second
World War to drain the bomb storage compound (6@e It is shown on the current OS
mapping and is still in use.
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Plate 14: cond erd War drain, S, looking south-east

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

25

Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store Il

465376 437342

Bomb Store

Second World War

Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; Walkover Sey

One of four structures (Site&X5, 60, 75 and88) described as temporary brick-constructed
Bomb Stores on the airfield layout plan (Buildinguding number 3104/42) and is part of
the Site13/315group description for the bomb store. The structameprises a brick wall
aligned west/east, with five perpendicular earthksacoming off its north side, making a
total length of 75m and creating four bays eadm wide. The brick wall is two courses
wide and 0.8m high. Iron rings hanging on iron pegse set within the wallc(9 rings per
bay) and served to tie down tarpaulins. The eaattkb arec 1.5m high, 17m long and 4-5m
wide at the base. There was a concrete ramp frentoih of the brick wall into each bay
(although this does not survive for each bay). Hsohhas a concrete surface. In some places
a raised edge or kerb to the concrete base coutkde at the back of the bays, possibly
demarcating the location of a former structure.
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Plate 15: Bomb store, Sigb

Site Number 26

Site Name Danes Hill, Possible Barrow

NGR 464468 437756

Ref no -

Site Type Barrow

Period ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible barrow, roughly rectangular and flattop, measuring 7m from north-east to
south-west, 4.5m in width and up to 0.3m in heidttere is some tree disturbance around
its edges. It is in the same location as one obxaees Hill group of barrows, shown on the
historic mapping from 1855 onwards (Slie

Site Number 27

Site Name Danes Hill, Possible Barrow

NGR 464431 437770

Ref no -

Site Type Barrow

Period ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible barrow measurirmy@m in diameter and 0.6m in height. It is fairly flat on top,

although there are some trees on the top towad@sitth extent and around its edges. Itis in
the same location as one of the Danes Hill groupaofows, shown on the historic mapping
from 1855 onwards (Sit).
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N iy A T

Plate 16: Square barrow, Si#, Iokin h

Site Number 28

Site Name Danes Hill, Possible Barrow

NGR 464394 437752

Ref no -

Site Type Barrow

Period ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible round barrow, marked by a slight dichits south side and a hole approximately
in the centre. The east side is less clear dueget disturbance and a less pronounced
mound/ditch. It is fairly flat on top, though isgs up slightly at the south end. It measuares
8m from north to south, 13m from east to west@@dbm in height. It is in the same location
as one of the Danes Hill group of barrows, showtherhistoric mapping from 1890 onwards
(Site 1).

Site Number 29

Site Name Danes Hill, Bank and ditch

NGR 464376 437702

Ref no -

Site Type Bank and ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A bank aligned north-east to south-west, withtatdon its north-west side. It s2m wide
and up to 0.5m high.

Site Number 30

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Air Raid Shelter |

NGR 464438 437605

Site Type Air Raid Shelter

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; Walkover sey

Description A Stanton-type air raid shelter, comprising a cete tunnel, aligned north-east to south-

west, with brick-built entrances at the west en@tohorth side and the east end of its south
side. This was the same type of structure as 8Remnd 108 This structure is labelled as
‘ARS’ on the airfield layout plan. To the immediateuth-west of this building is a building
of similar size labelled on the map as ‘GPH’, hoarethis was not located during the
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Walkover survey (Sit817).

.

Pate 17: Air rai

Site Number 31

Site Name Danes Hill, Possible Barrow

NGR 464343 437681

Ref no -

Site Type Barrow

Period ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible barrow, which is substantially distuth®y trees and burrows. It measured up to
0.4m high,c 5m west to east and 9m north to south. The nddthis very disturbed and the
top dips down in this area. Itis in the same lmreas one of the Danes Hill group of barrows,
shown on the historic mapping from 1855 onwarde(Bi

Site Number 32

Site Name Danes Hill, Possible Barrow

NGR 464364 437807

Ref no -

Site Type Barrow

Period ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A large, low round mound covered in bracken, bsible as a slight rise, 13m in diameter.
It is in the same location as one of the Danes didup of barrows, shown on the historic
mapping from 1908 onwards (Site

Site Number 33

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Gun Pit |

NGR 464559 437722

Site Type Gun Pit

Period Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description A gun pit, one of a pair, protecting the northparimeter of the airfield. Each comprises a

concrete cylinderg 1.5m in diameter and 1m in height. This exampdgun mount intact
and a brick basin measuring 1m long by 0.75m wia @25m deep is located 2m to the
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east of the gun pit.

PIt18: Gun pit, Sita3

Site Number 34

Site Name Skipwith Common, Trackway

NGR 464481 437625

Ref no -

Site Type Trackway

Period Modern

Source Walkover survey

Description A trackway shown on the map which is aligned neist to south-west, measurin@m in
width. A line of trees is present on either sid¢haeftrackway. The track appears to post-date
the airfield.

Site Number 35

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Runway and Perimeter Tiack

NGR 464644 437403

Site Type Runway and Perimeter Track

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description The surviving brick and hardcore/concrete surfagkshe runway and perimeter track,

located on the north-west extent of Riccall aitfiel
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Plate 19: Runway and perimeter track, Ste

Site Number 36

Site Name Skipwith Common, possible mound

NGR 464281 437440

Ref no -

Site Type Mound

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A small, low earthen mound, measuring.5 x 2m with a maximum height of 0.35m, and it
is pear-shaped. It is located in an area of smgiathnd and is therefore distinctive but could
nevertheless be natural in origin.

Site Number 37

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Drain

NGR 464370 437508

Ref no -

Site Type Drain

Period Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description The line of a drain related to airfield operatiptisat is located to the north-west of the
perimeter trackway.

Site Number 38

Site Name Danes Hill, Possible Barrow

NGR 464427 437746

Ref no -

Site Type Barrow

Period ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible barrow, although heavily disturbed bgger sets. It is 7m in diameter and is a
maximum of 0.4 high, with an uneven surface duanimal activity. It is in the same location
as one of the Danes Hill group of barrows, showtherhistoric mapping from 1855 onwards
(Site ).

Site Number 39

Site Name Danes Hill, Possible Barrow

NGR 464642 437849

Ref no -
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Site Type Barrow

Period ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible barrow heavily disturbed by badgersanpasing a slight mound¢ 9m in
diameter, and is most notable to the north and amdtrising tac 0.3 in height. It is located
within the Danes Hill group (Sit&).

Site Number 40

Site Name Skipwith Common, Curvilinear Ditch

NGR 464736 437754

Ref no -

Site Type Curvilinear ditch

Period Medieval /Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A curvilinear ditch comprising a shallow ditahlm wide, with a bank on the outer edge and
slight bank on the inside. The feature was alswvesud to the north-east where it was seen
to continue as the line of a former field boundary.

Site Number 41

Site Name Skipwith Common, Findspot

NGR 464758 437732

Ref no -

Site Type Findspot

Period Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A flint findspot on surface, i.e. not situ. It was possibly of Neolithic date, and was a ligav
eroded tertiary flint flake, which has possibly riftedi for use as a scraper, but alternatively
this could be post-depositional damage (Fraser Bipevrs commj

Site Number 42

Site Name Skipwith Common, parallel banks

NGR 464773 437717

Ref no -

Site Type Former path

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description Parallel banks aligned north-west to south-eashprising two low mounds eaachl.5m
wide and up to 0.3m high. It was possibly a cordtian of Site47, to the east. Both banks
are on the line of a path marked on the currentpimgp however, it appears that this path
has now fallen out of use.

Site Number 43

Site Name Skipwith Common, Possible Barrow

NGR 464772 437759

Ref no -

Site Type Possible barrow

Period ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description The location of a possible mound in the area & ohthe Sitel barrows. However it was
not particularly clear as a site and was defindg by a slight moundg 11m in diameter, of
which there are a number of similar features inatea which are thought to be natural.

Site Number 44

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ring Main Plinth

NGR 464906 437601
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Site Type Airfield Building

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description The remains of a rectangular brick structure &tynorth-west to south-east. The south and
east walls survive to 1m and the west and north walls are 4 or 5 couniggs The entrance
is located on the west side at the south end. Mueibled brick can be seen inside. A ring
main plinth is marked at this location on the aidilayout plan and an electrical service
trench runs towards it from the south-west (Siteand262).

Plate 20: g main plinth, Si#4

Site Number 45

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch/Service Trench

NGR 464879 437614

Site Type Ditch

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description A drain/ditchc 1m wide. It is aligned approximately north-westideeast on the western

end and turns 90 degrees and runs to the southadjstent to the ring main plinth (S#4).
At least part of the feature consists of a smaitipo of electrical service trench, part of a
longer trench shown on the airfield layout plarn€362).

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 78

Site Number 46

Site Name Skipwith Common, Possible Barrow

NGR 464859 437655

Ref no -

Site Type Possible barrow

Period ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible cairn in the area of one of the Sit@rrows, shown on the historic mapping from
1908 onwards. It is 7m in diameter and is heavily disturbed with afimarows. The date
of this feature is questionable as brick was noteds top.

Site Number a7

Site Name Skipwith Common, Hollow way

NGR 464854 437721

Ref no -

Site Type Former path

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A hollow way aligned west/east,1m wide. A parallel hollow was located to the $out

was possibly a continuation of S#&, to the west. Both sites are on the line of a padhked
on the current mapping; however, it appears thatghth has now fallen out of use.
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Plate 22:Ilow way Sitb?, Iokin west "

Site Number 48

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Concrete Block

NGR 464833 437733

Site Type Concrete Block

Period Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description A concrete block probably of Second World War iridt did not appear to b situas it is
currently positioned at an angle. A small piecenadtal is screwed into its top. It is
approximately on the line of the main runway andldde a stanchion for a landing light.

Site Number 49

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Air Raid Shelter Il

NGR 464773 437528

Site Type Air Raid Shelter

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description A Stanton-type air raid shelter, comprising a ¢etetunnel aligned north-east to south-west

with a brick-built entrance on its west side at soeith end and on its east side at the north
end. This was the same type of structure as Sfiend 108 This structure is labelled as
‘ARS’ on the airfield layout plan. To the immediageuth of this building is a building of
similar size labelled on the map as ‘GPH’, howatés was not located during the walkover
survey (Site318).
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Plate 23: Air raid shter, Slt

Site Number 50

Site Name Skipwith Common, Curvilinear bank

NGR 464958 437680

Ref no -

Site Type Curvilinear bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A curvilinear low bank aligned south-west to neest and turning to the north at its west
end. It isc 1m wide and 0.4m high.

Site Number 51

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store llI

NGR 464912 437352

Site Type Bomb storage area

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description A bomb storage area, one of four located on atfidéspersal (Sit816) located on the east

side of Riccall airfield. It is marked as an ‘Expiees Lab’ and was a Nissen hut protected
by earthen blast walls (Building drawing number 8/42) on the airfield layout plan. There
is no surviving evidence of the hut, but the blaatl survives. It is rectangular and aligned
approximately west to east with remains of bricklsvat the entrances on the west and east
ends. The brick survives to three or four cour$ée north and south longer sides are very
overgrown and appear to only ever have been canisttas earth banks, which now survive
as mounds with trees growing on them.
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Plae 24: Bomb store, Sif&l

Site Number 52

Site Name Skipwith Common, Mound

NGR 465045 437425

Ref no -

Site Type Mound

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A low circular mound, fairly regular in shapefm in diameter and no more than 0.2m in
height. The mound, north of SiBd 6, is flat on top and has trees around the edges.

Site Number 53

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store IV

NGR 465095 437343

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description A bomb storage area, one of four located on alfidéspersal (Sit816) located on the east

side of Riccall airfield. It is marked as an ‘Expilees Lab’, and was a Nissen hut protected
by earthen blast walls (Building drawing number 3/42) on the airfield layout plan. There
is no surviving evidence of the hut, but the blaall survives. It is rectangular in shape and
aligned approximately west to east with low remaihbrick walls at the entrances on the
west and east ends. A bank also runs parallelisosthucture on the north side. The brick
survives to three or four courses. The north andhstonger sides are very overgrown and
appear to only ever have been constructed aslgamits, which now survive as mounds with
trees growing on them.
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»

Plate 25: Bomb store, Si&8
Site Number 54and55
Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store V
NGR 465222 437321
Site Type Bomb Store
Period Second World War
Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey
Description A bomb storage area, one of four located on alfidéspersal (Sit816) located on the east

side of Riccall airfield. It is marked as a ‘Fusadl Spare Bomb Store’ and was a Nissen hut
protected by earthen blast walls (Building drawmgnber 4780/42) on the airfield layout
plan. There is no surviving evidence of the hut, the blast wall survives. It is square in
shape and is constructed of earth moundn high, with sloping sides, giving them an
approximate width of 1.5m on top andim at base. There was some disturbance by trees
and bike tracks. To the north is a linear bank, 4@ng byc 2m high, constructed of earth
with sloping sides, giving it an approximate widihl.5m on top and 4m at base.

Plate 26: Bomb store, Sit&4/55

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 83

Site Number 56

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store VI

NGR 465002 437329

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description A bomb storage area, one of four located on alfidéspersal (Sit816) located on the east
side of Riccall airfield. It is marked as an ‘Expiees Lab (Heavy/Light)' and was a Nissen
hut protected by earthen blast walls (Building drajinumber 4778/42) on the airfield layout
plan. There is no surviving evidence of the hut,the blast wall survives. It is rectangular
in shape and aligned approximately west to east lait remains of banks up tolm high
and with brick walls at the entrances on the wadteast ends. A bank also runs parallel to
this structure on the north side.

Plate 27: Bomb store, Sit6

Site Number 57

Site Name Skipwith Common, Trackways

NGR 465161 437436

Ref no -

Site Type Trackways

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description Two trackways, north of Sit816, running east/west and east-north-east/west-svat;

converging to the west. The trackways cut throunghtteather, creating a ga8m wide.
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* Plate 28 Trackway, Sit87,looking north-east

Site Number 58

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 465275 437436

Ref no -

Site Type Drain

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A drain,c 1.5m wide and 0.2-0.3m deep, cut by dizZdnAn associated bank can be seen in

places. Some of this drain is filled with water awne of it is dry.

Plate 29: Drai, SitB8, looking north-east

Site Number 59

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Slit Trench
NGR 465068 437641

Site Type Slit Trench

Period Second World War
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Source Walkover survey

Description A possible slit trench located on the northernirpeter of Riccall airfield. It is rectangular
with straight-sided cut edges and measuares long by 1m wide and is up to 0.5m deep.

Site Number 60

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store VII

NGR 465550 437351

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description One of four buildings (Site25, 60, 75 and88) described as temporary brick-constructed
Bomb Stores on the airfield layout plan (Buildinguding number 3104/42), and is a part of
Site 13/315 The structure comprises a brick wall aligned yesst, with five perpendicular
earth banks coming off its north side, making alttgéngth of 75m and creating four bays
eachc 9m wide. The brick wall is two courses wide an@n®.high. Iron rings hanging on
iron pegs were set within the watl 9 rings per bay), which were intended to hold davn
tarpaulin cover over the top. The earth bankscatésm high, 17m long and 4-5m wide at
the base. There is a concrete ramp from the tdipedrick wall into each bay (although this
does not survive for each bay), and each bay lkbaserete surface. In some places a raised
edge or kerb to the concrete base could be sdba back of the bays, possibly demarcating
the location of a former structure.

Plate 35: Bomb store (Si&0)

Site Number 61

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 465211 437720

Ref no -

Site Type Drain

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A fairly modern drain, which is located on thereunt map. The drain measured 1m wide and
0.5m deep and has recently been re-cut.

Site Number 62

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank
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NGR 465229 437638

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear bank, aligned north-east to south-west @.5m wide. It is close to the probable
location of a junction between SitE8, the north-west/south-east-aligned multiple bank
system and Sit834the west/east oriented example, and may be assdcia

Site Number 63

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 465143 437643

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear bank aligned east/west2.5m wide and up to 0.4m high. Trees are locatethe
top of the bank, which appears to divide an aredrpfwvoodland to the north from a much
boggier area to the south. It is close to the polEblocation of a junction between Sit§,
the north-west/south-east-aligned multiple bankesysand Site834 the west/east oriented
example, and may be associated.

Site Number 64

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 465169 437587

Ref no -

Site Type Drainage ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A ditch, aligned approximately west-east, whickd® into a drain (Site4) to the west. It is
¢ 1.5m wide and up to 0.2m deep.

Site Number 65

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 465307 437627

Ref no -

Site Type Drain

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A 4m wide, fairly shallow drain aligned west tcsea

Site Number 66

Site Name Skipwith Common, Possible Barrow

NGR 465331 437584

Ref no -

Site Type Possible barrow

Period ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible barrowg 8m in diameter, comprising a roughly circular lowund. The site is
heavily overgrown and is located within the grodipnuiltiple banks, Sitd 8.

Site Number 67

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 465334 437598

Ref no -

Site Type Drain
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Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear drain aligned west-eastl.5m wide and 0.2m deep.

Plate 30: Ditch, Si&, looking east

Site Number 68

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 465362 437493

Ref no -

Site Type Drain

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A drain aligned north/south, which cuts dr&®) to the north. It comprises a narrow, steep-
sided ditchc 0.5m wide and 0.2m deep. To the north it widertsamd is visible as a gap in
the heathec 2m wide.

Site Number 69

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 465334 437667

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A west/east aligned ditch,1m wide and up to 0.1 deep. Lines up with Si@and74. Site
74 appears to form the southern edge of an enclgéotted by the NMR (Fig 1; SE63NE38).
Site 333 possible field boundary, runs at right-angles axay be associated

Site Number 70

Site Name Skipwith Common, Boundary bank

NGR 465421 437690

Ref no -

Site Type Boundary bank

Period Unknown
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Source Walkover survey

Description A boundary bank aligned east/west with a ditctooa side. Lines up with Sit&® and74.
Site 74 appears to form the southern edge of an enclgsiotéed by the NMR (Fig 1;
SEG63NE38). Sit@33, possible field boundary, runs at right-angles aray be associated.

Plte 31: Boundary bank, (SiVé)), Ioking east -

Site Number 71

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 465419 437658

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A bank, aligned north-east to south-west, whichidmot be accessed as it was located in a

bog. It was sketched on a map and photographed.
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Site Number 72

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 465470 437529

Ref no -

Site Type Drain

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A drain, 1.5m wide and 0.1m deep, aligned north-east to south-west.

Site Number 73

Site Name Skipwith Common, Mound

NGR 465499 437685

Ref no -

Site Type Mound

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible low mound; 7m in diameter and up to 0.2m high.

Site Number 74

Site Name Skipwith Common, Boundary bank

NGR 465510 437717

Ref no -

Site Type Boundary bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A boundary bank aligned approximately west/ea&mthigh anct 2m wide. Lines up with
the southern edge of an enclosure plotted by th&NSE63NE38). Also lines up with Sites
69 and70. Site333 possible field boundary, runs at right-angles aray be associated.

Site Number 75

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store VIII

NGR 465388 437209

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War
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Source
Description

Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

One of four buildings (Site25, 60, 75 and88) described as temporary brick-constructed
Bomb Stores on the airfield layout plan (Buildingaing number 3104/42), and is part of
Site 13/315 The structure comprises a brick wall aligned vesastt, with five perpendicular
earth banks coming off its north side, making alttgéngth of 75m and creating four bays
eachc 9m wide. The brick wall is two courses wide an8in@.high. Iron rings hanging on
iron pegs were set within the watl 9 rings per bay), which were intended to hold davn
tarpaulin over the structure. The earth banksdré&m high, 17m long and 4-5m wide at the
base. There is a concrete ramp from the top obtluk wall into each bay (although this
does not survive for each bay), and each bay lcaserete surface. In some places a raised
edge or kerb to the concrete base could be sdba back of the bays, possibly demarcating
the location of a former structure. An earth baligned east / west was located to the north
of the bays.

Plate 33: Bomb store, Sit5

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

76
Skipwith Common, Bank
465562 437728

Bank

Unknown

Walkover survey; OS 1910

A prominent curved bank, up to 0.5m high aid5m wide. This bank could be the boundary
of a plantation shown on the 1910 OS mapping (Bit}.

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 91

& < o fl 7 'j’- .‘ e - —
Plate 34: Prominent curved bank (i looking west

Site Number 77

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 465600 437748

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A bank aligned north-east to south-west, whictpigo 0.2m high and 2m wide.
Site Number 78

Site Name Skipwith Common, Hollow

NGR 465574 437608

Ref no -

Site Type Hollow

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A water filled circular hollowc 9m diameter. It has a regular shape and quite stdges

suggesting that it is m

an-made
;j &_ o o,

f
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Site Number 79

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch and Banks

NGR 465685 437631

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch and banks

Period ?lron Age/Romano-British

Source Walkover survey

Description A north-east to south-west aligned ditch, whichves to the north-west at the west end to
meet with a ditch alongside a track. The ditch seteit at the east end and there was no sign
of it turning to the north. The ditch is up to 0.8@ep anda 1.5m wide. A prominent bank,
¢ 3m wide, can be seen on its north-west side aledsaprominent bank is located to the
south-east. It was a part of the Steeld system.

Site Number 80

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank and Ditch

NGR 464922 437104

Ref no -

Site Type Bank and ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A bank and ditch, on the eastern edge of theetdrfialigned south-west to north-east. The
bank isc 4m long, 1.5m wide and up to 0.2m high; the adjggearallel ditch is 0.1m deep
and 1m wide.

Site Number 81

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 464923 437198

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A bank aligned west to east, on the eastern efifee airfield, turning south at its east end,
measuring 3m wide andt 0.3m high.

Site Number 82

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 464994 437298

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A section of bank on the eastern edge of thesddrBouth of Sit816. It isc 4m long, aligned
south-east to north-west, with a ditch on its n@ist side. The banké2m wide and 0.4m
high. The ditch i€ 0.5m wide and under 0.1m deep.

Site Number 83

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Component Store |

NGR 464889 437305

Site Type Component Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sefy

Description A building located on the eastern end of Riccafiedd. It is described as one of a pair of

Nissen huts marked as ‘Component Store’ (Buildirsgndng number 4753/42) on the airfield
layout plan. The surviving structure comprisesrareas brick partition wall aligned east/west,
measuring 3m long by 1.2m high and 2 courses wide. It imted in a hollow between two
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north/south aligned earth banks. The banks bottsanea 8m long by 2m wide and are up
to 0.3m high.

A,"

v

Plate 36: Component store, S&8

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

84

Riccall Airfield, Component Store ||

464897 437257

Component Store

Second World War

Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

A building located on the eastern end of Riccafiedd. It is described as one of a pair of
Nissen huts marked as ‘Component Store’ (Buildireywdng number 4753/42) on the airfield
layout plan. The surviving structure could not loeessed because the surrounding area is
flooded. It comprised a central brick partition Waligned east/west, located in a hollow

between two north/south aligned earth banks.

g

Plate 37: Component store, SBé
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Site Number 85

Site Name Skipwith Common, Circular Ditch

NGR 465076 437271

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description The east and south portions of a circular ditd wiraight sides 0.6 wide and 0.4 deep; the
ditch isc 7m in diameter. The remainder of the ditch was well-defined. The feature
appears to be relatively recent and was possibtpi@8World War related.

Site Number 86

Site Name Skipwith Common, Possible Bank

NGR 465058 437202

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible bank; 5m wide, aligned south-east to north-west, runimintdpe north-west from
Site14. It is not a very distinctive feature, was amomnphand could in fact be a natural ridge
of drier land on which the cairn is located.

Site Number 87

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 465150 437281

Ref no -

Site Type Drain

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A very regular straight-sided drain, 1.5m wide &tim deep, aligned north-east to south-
west. It was possibly a Second World War associtgatlire.

Site Number 88

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store IX

NGR 465563 437200

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description One of four buildings (Site25, 60, 75 and88) described as temporary brick-constructed

Bomb Stores on the airfield layout plan (Buildingding number 3104/42) and is part of
Site 13/315 The structure comprises a brick wall aligned Yesst, with five perpendicular
earth banks coming off its north side, making alttgngth of 75m and creating four bays
eachc 9m wide. The brick wall is two courses wide an8in®.high. Iron rings hanging on
iron pegs were set within the watl 9 rings per bay) and served to hold down a taipaul
over the structure. The earth banks @afe5m high, 17m long and 4-5m wide at the base.
There was a concrete ramp from the top of the bsigh into each bay (although this does
not survive for each bay), and each bay has a etmsurface. In some places a raised edge
or kerb to the concrete base could be seen atatle df the bays, possibly demarcating the
location of a former structure. An earth bank, radid east /west was located to the north of
the bays.
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Plate 38: Bo store, Si&8

Site Number 90

Site Name Skipwith Common, Spoil Heaps

NGR 464404 437623

Site Type Spoil Heaps

Period Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description An area of spoil and debris on Danes Hill. likely to be associated with clearance at Riccall
airfield, as it is located to the immediate nortbsivend of the perimeter track and on the east
side of a dispersal bay.

Site Number 91

Site Name Skipwith Common, Round Barrow

NGR 464785 437755

Ref no -

Designation Part of Sitel, Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1018603)

Site Type Barrow

Period Bronze Age

Source HER; Walkover survey

Description A fairly prominent round barrowg 5m in diameter. It is part of the scheduled Dalilk
group of barrows, though located to the east ofntiaén group adjacent to Sit3 at the
north-east end of the airfield.

Site Number 92

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 465942 437640

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A shallow ditch,c 0.8m wide and aligned east/west. The west enceigi@d with a flooded
area, and may have served as drainage. It is séBhndy Lane on the edge of S¥@d a
sandpit.

Site Number 93

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch
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NGR 465941 437670

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A shallow ditch,c 1.2m wide and aligned north-east / south-wests Tiich appears to
correspond with the southern boundary of an endlasea of marshy ground shown on the
1910 mapping (Sit&17).

Site Number 94

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 465653 437570

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A ditch aligned south-west / north-east,.5m wide. It is flanked on either side with a kan
eachc 0.5m wide and 0.2m high. In places a raised araaing through the centre of the
ditch looks like another possible bank, which womldke this feature two parallel ditches.
The south-west end of the ditch is merged wittoaded area.

Site Number 95

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 465728 437610

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description Two stretches of a dry shallow ditch aligned eeestt,c 1.4m wide.

Site Number 96

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 465678 437604

Ref no -
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Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A pronounced water-filled ditch aligned south-wiestth-east,c 1.5m wide, with slight
banks on either side. The banks are overgrowntvédts. The ditch continues slightly further
to the north-east of the surveyed line, but thesobees ill-defined and peters out.

Site Number 97

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 465714 437631

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A ditch which heads north-east from dit@& The ditch isc 1.2m wide, with a slight bank
on either side.

Site Number 98

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 465491 437508

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A ditch located on the west side of a large afeaater (Site294). The ditch i 1.5m wide
with a slight bank overgrown with trees, on eithigie.

Site Number 99

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch
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NGR 465457 437474

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A dry ditch aligned south-west / north-east witbsgible banks on either side, and is
overgrown with trees. The ditchdsl.6m wide anat 0.15m wide. The line of the ditch was
slightly unclear at the east end where it appetrdik crossed by another possible, though
very ill-defined, drainage ditch and then extenitd a flooded area.

Site Number 100

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank, Hollow Pit

NGR 465399 436864

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A bank aligned south-south-east / north-north-w@&sm long, with a ditch on its east side.
Tree stumps could be seen along the line of th&.bEme bank is 1m wide and 0.15m high.
The associated ditch ¢s1m wide, but with no bank to the east it was nelirgefined. The
bank turned at both its north and south ends tovingt. At the north end it was traced for
23m and at the south end for 35m, beyond whictatba was heavily waterlogged and the
feature could not be seen. However some 100m tovéist of the southern extent a further
67m long stretch of bank and ditch (Slt@1) was recorded, which appears to be part of the
same feature. Both featur&90 and 101 correspond with the boundaries of a plantation
named ‘Fox Covert’ (Sité13), shown on the 1855 OS mapping.

- i & E‘ d b T,
Plate 41: Boundary bank, Sii®0, looking south-east

Site Number 101

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch and bank, Hollow R

NGR 465264 436766

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

For the use of Natural England

© OA North: Novemb&t&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integrétbhdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 99

Description A ditch aligned south-west / north-eastlm wide, with a bank on its north side. The bank
is ¢ 0.8m wide x 0.2m high and heavily overgrown. Teture is likely to be a continuation
of Site100located 100m to the east, although the ditch iepoonounced in this area. Both
features100 and 101 correspond with the boundaries of a plantation ethffrox Covert’
(Site113), shown on the 1855 OS mapping.

Site Number 102

Site Name Skipwith Common, Boundary ditch

NGR 465308 436625

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A boundary ditch located inside the common aldagouthern edge. Towards the east end
this ditch was over 2m wide. It was filled with watand its depth could not be ascertained.
It is marked on the current OS map as a drain.

Plate 42: Boundary ditch, Sit02, looking east

Site Number 103

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Barrack Block |

NGR 465003 436736

Site Type Barrack Block

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5117/45; walkover sey

Description A building located on the eastern end of Riccafiedd in a dispersed camp. It is described

as a temporary brick-built hut marked as ‘Sergeéatmrters’ (Building drawing number
5217/40) on the airfield dispersal plan. The sungvruinous structure comprised a brick
structure, measuring 27 x 8m, aligned west-nortetweast-south-east. Parts of the south-
east corner of the structure survivea @m high, but the remainder stood to only one ar tw
courses high. The structure was heavily overgrdvawever, it appeared that it had been
divided width ways inta 5 bays, some of which also appeared to have big&ted length
ways.
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Plate 43: Barrack block/ sergeants’ quarters, i3

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

104
Riccall Airfield, Ditch
465023 436730

Ditch

Second World War

Walkover survey

A straight sided, very regular ditch aligned nemést / south-east, located to the east of
structurel03 and was possibly associated with it. The ditahds8m wide and is flanked by

a bank on either side, both of which were asd.8m wide. A drain is marked on this
alignment on the current OS mapping. However, itehdvas not in use and no trace of it
could be seen to the north of the surveyed area.

'.- "“ oy r: “\n';,'f“ l‘:.‘)‘“ Y 'j', .:
Plate 44: Second World War ditch (Sit®) looking south
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Site Number 105

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Air Raid Shelter I1I

NGR 464975 436764

Site Type Air Raid Shelter

Period Second World War

Source Walkover Survey

Description A Stanton-type air raid shelter, comprising a ¢ete tunnel aligned north-north-west to
south-south-east with a brick-built entrance orsdsth side at the east end and a concrete
air shaft on its north side at the west end. Thatehis not marked on the airfield dispersal
plan.

Site Number 106

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Latrine

NGR 464934 436802

Site Type Demolished Building

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5117/45; walkover sey

Description A building foundation located on the eastern ehRiocall airfield in a dispersed camp. It is
described as a temporary brick-built hut marke@damens Latrines (For 3 Huts)’ (Building
drawing number 5215/40) on the airfield disperdahpThe ruinous structure comprised an
area of brick debris, which in one or two areaseappo represent the linear footings of a
rectangular building measurimg®m x 3m and aligned roughéast /west.

Site Number 107

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Barrack Block Il

NGR 464925 436816

Site Type Demolished Building

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5117/45; walkover sey

Description A building foundation located on the eastern ehRiocall airfield in a dispersed camp. Itis

described as a temporary brick-built hut markedAanens Quarters’ (Building drawing
number 5217/40) on the airfield dispersal plan. fihrous structure comprised a concrete
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surface aligned north/south.

Site Number 108

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Air Raid Shelter IV

NGR 464958 436881

Site Type Air raid shelter

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5117/45; walkover sey

Description A Stanton-type air raid shelter, comprising a cetetunnel aligned approximately west to
east with a brick-built entrance on its south sitithe west end and on its north side at the
east end. The shelter is not marked on the airfiedgersal plan.

Plate 46: Aid raid shelter, Sité8

Site Number 109

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 464967 436961

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A ditch aligned north-east to south-west,.5m wide, with banks on both sides. The banks
arec 0.15m high and are overgrown with trees.

Site Number 110

Site Name Skipwith Common, Pond

NGR 465008 437157

Ref no -

Site Type Pond

Period ?Post-medieval

Source OS 1st edition 1890 (25" to 1 mile)

Description A pond shown on the 1890s mapping, but which isomger extant. The pond may have

originated from an area of peat extraction.
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Site Number 111

Site Name Skipwith Common, Pond

NGR 465097 436983

Ref no -

Site Type Pond

Period ?Post-medieval

Source OS 2nd edition 1908 (25" to 1 mile)

Description A pond shown on the 1910 mapping, but which idamger extant. The pond may have
originated from an area of peat extraction.

Site Number 112

Site Name Skipwith Common, Hall Moor Pit

NGR 465339 436928

Ref no -

Site Type Pit/Pond

Period ?Post-medieval

Source OS 1st edition 1890 (6” to 1 mile)

Description A pit marked on the 1855 mapping as Hall Moordpitl on the current mapping as Hollow
Pit Pond. The name suggests that this was origirsallextractive pit (possibly for peat),
owned and used by Skipwith Manor, as this is the phSkipwith Common named as
‘Demesne or Hall Moor’ on the 1855 mapping. Thehais subsequently become a pond and
is reduced in size from its depiction on the eanbpping.

Site Number 113

Site Name Skipwith Common, Fox Covert Plantation

NGR 465288 436826

Ref no -

Site Type Plantation

Period ?Post-medieval

Source OS 1st edition 1890 (6” to 1 mile)

Description A plantation named ‘Fox Covert’, shown on the 18&&pping, and located within the area
named ‘Demesne or Hall Moor’ on this mapping aretéfore was probably owned and used
by Skipwith Manor. The plantation is not shown & tcurrent mapping; however, two
ditches which are thought to be part of the plaostaboundary were identified during the
walkover survey (Sites00and101).

Site Number 114

Site Name Skipwith Common, Pond

NGR 465389 436764

Ref no -

Site Type Pond

Period ?Post-medieval

Source OS 2nd edition 1910 (6” to 1 mile)

Description A pond located to the south of Fox Covert plantafiSite113), shown on the 1910 mapping,
and on the current mapping as two ponds. The paydhave originated from an area of peat
extraction.

Site Number 115

Site Name Skipwith Common, Pond

NGR 465478 436719

Ref no -

Site Type Pond

Period ?Post-medieval

Source OS 2nd edition 1910 (6” to 1 mile)

Description A pond shown on the 1910 mapping, but no longéarex The pond may have originated

from an area of peat extraction.
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Site Number 116

Site Name Skipwith Common, Plantation

NGR 465577 437689

Ref no -

Site Type Plantation

Period ?Post-medieval

Source OS 2nd edition 1910 (6” to 1 mile)

Description A plantation shown on the 1910 mapping, but notament mapping. A prominent curved
bank, up to 0.5m high ard1.5m wide (Site/6) was identified during the walkover survey
and is likely to be the remains of the plantationfdary.

Site Number 117

Site Name Skipwith Common, Enclosure

NGR 465902 437696

Ref no -

Site Type Enclosure

Period ?Post-medieval

Source OS 2nd edition 1910 (6” to 1 mile)

Description An area marked with a dashed boundary on the h®dgping, which appears to demarcate
an area of marshy ground. A shallow ditch (28 was found in this area during the
walkover survey, which may be the remains of thetsern boundary of this enclosed area.

Site Number 118

Site Name Danes Hills, Square Barrow Cemetery on ©ok Moor

NGR 466660 439900

Ref no NMR SE 63 NW 2; SM 30176; HER MNY17552

Designation Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1018603)

Site Type Barrow Cemetery

Period Iron Age

Source HER; walkover survey

Description Scheduled Monument descriptionThe monument includes the buried and earthwork

remains of a group of prehistoric burial mounds/simg to the north west of the junction
between Bonby and Broad Lanes on Crook Moor. 10188 Yorkshire Antiquarian Club
investigated a number of mounds, containing whatdescribed as calcareous matter, which
is now identified as cremated bone. The mounds \iered to be surrounded by square
ditches and were likened to a larger group of besr8km to the south west on Skipwith
Common (OA North 2008, Sité). Early editions of the Ordnance Survey mark augrof
five mounds on Crook Moor. More recent maps onlykithe best-preserved example. This
survives as a 10m diameter mound standing up to @i§h with evidence of a surrounding
ditch (Site153). The rest of the barrows can be seen as breallspé at the edges of level
areas standing up to 0.5m high, with the moundmdif/idual barrows merging into one
another to form larger raised areas.

The walkover survey identified four possible barspwvhich corresponded to barrows
recorded in the HER from historic OS maps (Si85 152 153 and155). In addition the
HER records a barrow in this area which was not¢ahan the walkover survey (Sit22)
and the walkover noted two possible barrows iretle&, which were not previously recorded
in the HER (Sited56and157). A further possible barrow (Site36), marked on the OS first
edition (1855), was identified as a mound on thékexger survey.

119-121 NOT ISSUED

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no
Designation
Site Type
Period

122

Danes Hills, Square Barrow

466590 439920

NMR SE 63 NE 2HER MNY 17556
Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1016619)
Barrow

Iron Age
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Source
Description

HER

A possible barrow marked on the OS first editiorprof1855 as part of an Iron Age barrow
cemetery (see description for Sli#8). See also Siteb35, 152 153 155 156and157. This
feature was not noted during the walkover survey.

123 NOT ISSUED

Site Number 124

Site Name Little Common, Ring Ditch

NGR 466610 438720

Ref no NMR SE 63 NE 12; HER MNY 17574

Site Type Ring Ditch

Period Unknown

Source HER

Description A ring ditch on Little Common of unknown date. Tlésature is not shown on the historic
OS mapping.

Site Number 125

Site Name Skipwith Common, Findspot

NGR 466000 438000

Ref no HER MNY 17587

Site Type Findspot

Period Prehistoric

Source HER

Description A findspot of prehistoric pottery. The zeros on@R suggest this is not accurately located.

126-32 NOT ISSUED

Site Number 133

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 466874 440122

Ref no -

Site Type Earthen Bank

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey, OS 1890

Description An earthen bank and associated ditch orientatedwesss crossing the line of a drain (Site
137). This feature coincides with the line of a tratlown on the OS mapping of 1890.

Site Number 134

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 465900 437980

Ref no HER MNY 25904

Site Type Sand Pit

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source HER

Description A sand pit, with dimensions of approximately 10501 This feature is not shown on the
historic OS mapping.

Site Number 135

Site Name Danes Hill Barrow

NGR 466740 439877

Ref no NMR SE 63 NE 2; MNY 17554

Designation Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1016619)

Site Type Barrow
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Period Iron Age

Source HER; walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A large earthen mound, which is up to 1.3m in heigt has a large flat top and there is
adjacent flat ground suggesting that it is a tumulthe mound is heavily bracken covered
but has a slightly irregular shape. The mound spwads with a tumulus marked on the first
edition OS map, and is part of an Iron Age barremetery (see description for Sit&8).
See also Site$22 152 153 155 135and157).

Site Number 136

Site Name Skipwith Common, Mound

NGR 466789 439989

Ref no -

Site Type Mound

Period Unknown - ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A large, very irregular shaped, flat topped mouRide mound is approximately 1.3m high

and has very well-defined edges. The northern ap®ears to have been cut by a former
stream (Sited.37). The mound is shown on the 1855 OS mapping, ppdaxs to be included
as one of the Danes Hill tumuli (Sit4.8); however, it is not marked as such on the current

OS map.
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Site Number 137

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 466842 440075

Ref no -

Site Type Boundary Ditch/drain Post-medieval

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A long, linear north-east/south-west drain/ditdimtt is now largely earthfast. It is

approximately 1.2m in width and cuts the edge ofintil36 The drain is shown on the first
edition OS map.
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Site Number 138

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 466958 440266

Ref no -

Site Type Drain - ?Post-medieval

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A long, linear drainage ditch that is very earstfaith silver birch trees growing along its
length. The ditch is approximately 1.4m wide. Tigigture is not shown on the historic OS
mapping.

Plate 50: Sitd 38 drain

Site Number 139

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 466947 440222

Ref no -

Site Type Drain

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A long linear drainage ditch that is very earthfsgh some immature birch trees growing in

it. This feature, which appears to be the nortleemtinuation of drairl37, is cut by modern
drainage ditches. A drain is shown in the soutlaeea of this feature on the OS first edition
map, but its northern extent is not depicted.
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Site Number 140

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pits

NGR 466963 440299

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pits

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description Two sand pits which are 0.4m deep and 0.35m de@psecond has small pools of standing

water in it. These features are not shown on te®hc OS mapping.
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Site Number 141
Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 467038 440339

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A sandpit that is 0.6m deep. This feature is hotg1 on the historic OS mapping.

Plate 53: Sitel41, Sand pit

Site Number 142

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 467056 440350

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A sandpit, 0.4m deep, which has very indistingesdin places. This feature is not shown on

the histc\)rlic“OS mappin

Plate 54: Sitd42, Sand pit
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Site Number 143

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 467018 440329

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description An irregular-shaped sand pit that is 0.4m deeig.dtmost a continuation of sand p#2and
continues in a series of scoops along the road, édigrinating in a larger hollow. The sand
pit is heavily overgrown with trees. A sand pitnrked in this location on the OS first
edition mapping.

Site Number 144

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 466947 440349

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855; LiDAR

Description A drainage ditch that is becoming earthfast anergnown with trees. It is approximately
0.4m deep and appears to have functioned as atdrainage channel as a small drainage
ditch joins it from the nearby road. This featigenarked on the first edition OS map. LIiDAR
analysis shows that this feature continues, orsdimee line, to the south of Bonby Lane and
joins with the northern end of another drain (3i85).

¥ - J o
Plate 55: Sitd 44, ditch

Site Number 145

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank and Ditch

NGR 466800 440319

Ref no -

Site Type Bank and ditch

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A boundary bank and ditch with large trees growafang its course, attesting to its age. It

merges with a large linear ditch to the west. Taekds approximately 1.5m high and 2.5m
wide. The ditch is approximately 1m wide and 0.5eepl The bank and ditch are marked on
the first edition OS mapping. The bank and ditchesp to bound the southern edge of an
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area of ridge and furrow (SitE64). A similar feature (Sitd65), heads south to the modern
road from this one, and is possibly associated iith

Site Number 146

Site Name Skipwith Common, Boundary Bank and ditch

NGR 466955 440345

Ref no -

Site Type Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Period Bank and ditch

Source Walkover survey

Description A boundary bank and ditch with the emphasis orbtiegk. The bank is approximately 2.5m

wide and 0.6m high; the ditch is approximately 1\itie and 0.2m deep. This feature is not
shown on the historic OS mapping.

Plate 57: Sitd46,boundary bank and ditch
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Site Number 147

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 466758 440053

Site Type Bank

Period ?Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description A broad bank that is edged by ditches on eithde sff it which peter out to the south. It is
approximately 6m wide and 0.7m high. The bank issggy linked to featur&48and runs
parallel to asimilar bank (Sitel62). This feature is not shown on the historic OS pirag.

Plate 58: Bank, Sité47

Site Number 148

Site Name Skipwith Common, Brick Platform

NGR 466729 440036

Site Type Brick platform

Period ?Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description A rectangular brick platform that is five brick uses high and is topped with a band of

concrete 0.15m thick. The structure is possiblkdih to the WWII RAF base Riccall
Airfield.
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e ¢ 2Nl
Plate 59: Brick Platform, Sité48

Site Number 149

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch

NGR 466707 439958

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch

Period Unknown - possibly WWII

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A drainage ditch on a north/south alignment thdteécoming earthfast and contains standing

water. This feature is marked on the first edif@®& map.

Site Number 150

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit
NGR 466623 439813

Ref no -
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Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A large hollow adjacent to a modern track. Ithewn on the first edition OS mapping as a
sandpit. It is now water filled and the waterliseli55m below the top edge of the sandpit.

Site Number 151

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank and Ditches

NGR 466546 439724

Site Type Bank and ditches

Ref no -

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855; LIDAR; Google Earth

Description A long linear bank, 4m wide, that is defined bycHes on either side. There are some

substantial trees growing out of it and it is ewidle of some antiquity. The bank is 1.2m
above the base of the ditches. It has a uniforrfilprand the interior of the ditches are wet.
The bank is parallel to, and about 10m removednfilee modern boundary and appears to
correspond with the southern boundary of ‘Nurseryod/, shown on the OS first edition.
LIDAR analysis illustrated two stretches of wesstegligned bank and one stretch of a north-
south-aligned bank which clearly define the remairaf the Nursery Wood enclosure shown
on the OS first edition. Within the boundary, ire tivestern part of the enclosure, LIDAR
showed a series of west-to-east-aligned ridges,\adsble on Google Earth, which may be
the remains of cultivation ridges.
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Plate 68: Sitel51, bank and ditches

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no
Designation
Site Type
Period
Source
Description

152

Danes Hills, Barrow

466570 439961

NMR SE 63 NE 2; HER MNY 17557

Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1016619)

Barrow

Iron Age

HER; walkover survey

A putative tumulus that is a large rounded prdfileound 0.7m high which from the west
has a very well-defined boundary, but it is velydiéfined to the east. It has an irregular
almost u-shape and as such does not have the pfhysical appearance of a barrow. It is
however in the reported position of a barrow fréve 1892 OS map and subsequent editions,
which is part of an Iron Age barrow cemetery (sescdiption for Sitel18). See also Sites
122, 135 153 155 156 and 157). There is some doubt as to whether this site is
archaeological, however, and it has only been @eubecause it was identified as such by
antiquarians.

Plate 62: Sitd 52, possible barrow
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Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no
Designation
Site Type
Period
Source
Description

153

Danes Hills Barrow

466624 439922

NMR SE 63 NE 2MNY 17553

Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1016619)

Barrow

Iron Age

HER; walkover survey; OS 1855
A classic round shaped and very definite barravwak a circular shape, very well-defined
edges and a flat top. There is also a probabla ditcund the outside, which is approximately
1.4m wide. It is 0.75 m high and corresponds with Ibcation of a tumulus identified from
OS first edition mapping, which is part of an IrAge barrow cemetery (see description for
Site118). See also Sitek22, 135 152, 155 156and157).

154 NOT ISSUED

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no
Designation
Site Type
Period
Source
Description

155

Danes Hills, Barrow

466653 439919

NMR SE 63 NE 2; HER MNY 17555

Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1016619)

Barrow

Iron Age

HER; walkover survey; OS 1855

A substantial flat-topped mound, 1.1m high, whictplaces has very well-defined edges,
particularly to the west but the shape is irreguddongated and extremely large. A tumulus
is marked in this location on the OS first editimapping, and as such it is part of an Iron
Age barrow cemetery (see description for 3it@). See also Sitek22, 135 152, 153 155
156and157). However, the irregularity of shape and extensiegd may imply that it was a
natural feature.
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Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

156

Danes Hills, Possible Barrow
466509 439956

Possible barrow

Unknown

Walkover survey
A large rounded profile mound which is near toghesent-day boundary. It has a moderately

defined edge, which is circular to the north, lsuttraight sided to the south. It is 0.75m high
and there is a possibility of ditch around the beun side. It is more definitive in shape and
form than some of the others in the barrow cemd@itg 118); however, there is no tumulus
depicted in this location on the historic OS mappi8ee Sitel 18, for a description of the
scheduled group of barrows, of which this site rhaya part, and also Sité82 135 152,
153 155and157, which are within this group.
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Site Number 157

Site Name Skipwith Common, Possible Barrow

NGR 466656 439961

Ref no -

Site Type Mound

Period Unknown - ?Prehistoric

Source Walkover survey

Description A sub circular mound with a flat top. It has wedifined edges to the west but rather poorly
defined edges to the east. It is 0.5m high andalmee of its sub-circular shape, looks
reasonably convincing as a barrow. It has a suhser depression in the western side which
may reflect antiquarian disturbance. There are ssubstantial trees growing from the top
of it. This site may be part of the barrow ceme{&ie 118), although it was not marked on
the historic OS mapping. See Slt&8 for a description of the scheduled group of bas,o
of which this site may be a part, and also Sit23 135, 152, 153 155and156, which are
within this group.

Plate 64: Sitel57, possible barrow

Site Number 158

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch and Bank

NGR 466551 440009

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch and bank

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; LIDAR

Description A ditch and associated bank, oriented west-east,axcorner at its eastern end suggesting a
north-south return. The ditch is water-filled wétlhlecayed earthen bank on the southern side.
The bank is ill-defined, and has some substantast growing from it, so is not of recent
origin. There is also a slight bank on the northgide. This feature is not shown on the
historic OS mapping. LIDAR analysis illustrates gresence of a north-south aligned linear,
of uncertain form, continuing northwards from therrer forc 200m and crossing the
western boundary of the survey area. There is dasimorth-south-aligned feature running
parallelc 75m to the west (outside the survey area). Thefeas on the same orientation
and fields plotted by the NMR further to the nostist; it is possible therefore that the feature
is the remains of prehistoric field systems (olirthge).

Site Number 159

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch and Bank

NGR 466605 440106
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Ref no -

Site Type Ditch and bank

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; LIDAR

Description A degraded earthen ditch, 2m wide, and associad®# on its western side. This feature
appears to continue approximately 40m to the n@&@itie 160). It is not shown on the historic
OS mapping. It is continuation of Sit€0, which was identified to 40m to the north. LIDAR
analysis illustrates the join, in the form of a gibfe ditch. The feature is close to the western
edge of the study area, to the west of which séVierear features on a similar broadly
north/south alignment have been plotted by the NMI®; possibly therefore that these are
the remains of prehistoric field systems (or drg&)a

Site Number 160

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch and Bank

NGR 466613 440185

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch and bank

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; LIDAR

Description A degraded earthen ditch and associated bank aregtern side. The bank is very substantial
in places, up to 2m wide and may have some reakoaabquity). This feature is not shown
on the historic OS mapping. LIDAR analysis illusésthe join between this feature and Site
159, 40m to the south, in the form of a possible difdie feature is close to the western edge
of the study area, to the west of which severaldirfeatures on a similar broadly north/south
alignment have been plotted by the NMR; it is polgsiherefore that these are the remains
of prehistoric field systems (or drainage).

Site Number 161

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank and Ditch - PossiblEnclosure

NGR 466685 440236

Ref no -

Site Type Bank and ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A U-shaped bank and ditch, which area both 2m igittw The bank is substantial, very
weathered and earthfast. It has a slightly raidatfggm although the western part of this
ends in a wet mire. It has a very pronounced sea#it-corner, but the north-east corner is
almost non-existent. There is the possibility thi feature formed a partial enclosure. This
feature is not shown on the historic OS mapping.

Site Number 162

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 466741 440059

Site Type Bank

Period ?Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description A broad, low lying bank extending towards brickifdrm148and parallel to a similar bank

(Site 147). It has a flattened but slightly rounded profited there are ditches on the western
and eastern sides. This feature is not shown ohighheric OS mapping.
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Plate 65: Bank, Sit&62

Site Number 163

Site Name Skipwith Common, Possible Enclosure

NGR 466776 440152

Ref no -

Site Type Possible enclosure

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; LIDAR

Description An earthfast round-profiled bank with a ditch dve toutside forming a clearly defined
rectangular feature, possibly an enclosure. The aefinite part is the south-west corner,
where the bank stands to 0.6m above base of ditehsouthern and western sides are fairly
definite, the east less so. The ditch and bankbate 2m in width. The area within the
enclosure is reasonably well drained and fairlyleVhis feature is not shown on the historic
OS mapping. LIDAR shows a north-south linear andsfidy more enclosures to the north
(Site342) and sited 61 and219to the west, suggesting a possible prehistorid figktem.

Site Number 164

Site Name Skipwith Common, Broad Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466832 440459

Ref no -

Site Type Broad ridge and furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description An area of very broad ridge and furrow that isestigo the south by a bank and ditch

boundary (Sitel45). The ridge and furrow is 6m wide and up to 0.5ghhlt is edged by a
modern drain boundary to the north where theréhisamlland. Much of the area is dominated
by scrub vegetation which has developed sinceititee rand furrow. There is also a large
mire in the middle, and the ridge and furrow diszgo into it. The mire is shown on the OS
first edition map.
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Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

165
Skipwith Common, Bank and Ditch
466927 440337

Bank and ditch

Unknown - ?Medieval

Walkover survey; OS 1855; LiDAR

A bank and ditch that is possibly a continuatiérsite 145 This feature heads south from
Site 145 and has similar dimensions, forming a straightdmteature as far as the modern
road. Both features are shown on the OS first@dithapping. The bank is approximately
1.2m high and up to 3m wide. The ditch is 1m de'plan wide at its base. LIDAR illustrates
that the feature continues to the north, where Bdrdme dog-legs to the east. Whilst not
shown on OS mapping as the feature seems to respmedieval boundary it could be a
former lane, perhaps over Thorganby Common, to Jddry Grange. The line appears
fossilised in later field boundaries.

Plate 67: Sit65, bank and ditch
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Site Number 166

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 466250 440040

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A short section of bank that has been badly dathdgemodern vehicles and is heavily
overgrown with bracken so it was difficult to diseédts shape. The bank is approximately
1m high and 2.5m wide. The bank appears to correspma field boundary shown on the
first edition OS map.

Plate 68: Sité66, bank

Site Number 167

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pits

NGR 466259 440125

Ref no -

Site Type Sand Pits

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description Two sand pits shown on the first edition OS mam of which appears to be a deep and

formerly substantial pit, but is now water-fillethe second is not as flooded and has a heavy
growth of silver birch in it. The edges of the tpits are only 3.5m apart at one point. The
pits lie to the rear and close to Manor farm, sorthse could be connected to this building.
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Plate 69: Site67, sand pits

Site Number 168

Site Name Skipwith Common, Alignment of Mature Tres

NGR 466231 440099

Ref no -

Site Type Mature trees

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; LIDAR

Description An alignment of three mature trees. The first trag been pollarded. The tree alignment does
not appear to correspond with any features showth@mistoric OS mapping, but may be
an historic boundary. An extension of this linghe east (outside the survey area) does show
up on LIDAR and appears to be a drainage ditch.féatre, above ground, may then be a
grown-out hedge.

Site Number 169

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466215 440113

Ref no -

Site Type Sand Pit

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A sand pit adjacent to an alignment of trees (8#8. The sandpit is 0.8m deep and is not
flooded. This feature is not shown on the hist@& mapping.

Site Number 170

Site Name Skipwith Common, Possible Mound

NGR 46628 440199

Ref no -

Site Type Mound

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible mound that does not have definitiveesdand is heavily covered with bracken

but stands out from the surrounding area. Thisufeais not shown on the historic OS
mapping.
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Plate 70: SitQ possbe mound

Site Number 171

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466680 439741

Ref no -

Site Type Sand Pit

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A small sand pit that is 0.5m deep and is locatethe modern roadside, south of Sli#S.

Sand pits are shown in this area on the first@di®S map.

Plate 80: Sitel 71, sand pit

Site Number 172
Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit
NGR 466693 439827
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Ref no -

Site Type Sand Pit

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A small sand pit that is 0.5m deep and is lochtethe modern roadside adjacent to $56.
It does not appear to be marked on the historiar@gping, but it is in an area depicted as
containing several sand pits (Sites0, 171and173).

Site Number 173

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466695 439772

Ref no -

Site Type Sand Pit

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A sand pit that is 1.2m deep and is located byntbeern roadside. Sand pits are shown in
this area on the first edition OS map (Sité§, 171and173).

Site Number 174

Site Name Skipwith Common, Trackway

NGR 466677 439669

Ref no -

Site Type Trackway

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A track that is marked on the first edition OS megich cuts the corner between Bonby
Lane and the lane (Sitd§5and176) on the south-west side of North Common Plantation
Indistinct edges remain but mature trees showdhadr line of the track.

Plate 71: Sitel 74, trackway

Site Number 175

Site Name Skipwith Common, Trackway

NGR 466797 439611

Ref no -

Site Type Trackway
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Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A trackway that is shown on the first edition O8pnbounding the south-western extent of
‘North Common Plantation’. The track is embankedab the surrounding land. It is
approximately 6m wide and 1m deep on the field sitiech has a roadside ditch. The track
is raised 0.3m high on the wood/plantation sidpoasible hollow way (Sit&76) was noted
on the wood side of this track, and may have beeeaalier phase of this route, although
both features are shown on the OS first edition.map

Plate 72: Siter5, trackway

Site Number 176

Site Name Skipwith Common, Possible Hollow Way

NGR 466916 439435

Ref no -

Site Type Possible hollow way

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A possible hollow way that is approximately 4m wighd forms the south-western boundary

of a track shown on the first edition OS map. Themeastern boundary of this feature is
Site 175
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'

Iae 83: Site76, possil hoIIo

w way

Site Number 177

Site Name Skipwith Common, Boundary Bank and Ditch

NGR 466807 439214

Ref no -

Site Type Boundary Bank and Ditch

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A boundary bank and ditch, which appears to bamdrea of ridge and furrow to its north

(Site 178). The bank is approximately 2.5m wide and 0.3nhhithe ditch is approximately

1.5m wide and 0.3m deep. The bank has maturedreasng along it and the ditch is flooded
in places. The bank and ditch are located in afe@aodland with standing water in places.
This feature is marked on the OS first edition map.

it

Plate 73: Sitel 77, boundary bank and ditch
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Site Number 178

Site Name Skipwith Common, Broad Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466821 439294

Ref no -

Site Type Broad Ridge and Furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description An area of broad ridge and furrow which is 6m widigies to ridge; the ridges are 0.4m high.
The ridge and furrow appears to be bounded to dnéhsby a bank and ditch (Sife'7),
which is shown on the OS first edition map. Thigea and furrow is very similar to ridge
and furrow179, which runs at right-angles 578 on its north side; it therefore is possible
that the two areas are contemporaneous.

Site Number 179

Site Name Skipwith Common, Broad Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466831 439251

Ref no -

Site Type Broad ridge and furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description An area of broad ridge and furrow. The ridges@rewide and 0.4m high and the furrows
are 1m wide. The furrows are waterlogged makingifficult to distinguish between the
ridges. The alignment df79is at right angles to Site78 The two areas appear to be the
same in terms of measurements of ridge and furrahaae possibly contemporaneous. Site
179is bounded to the north by Sit81, a bank and ditch.

Site Number 180

Site Name Skipwith Common, Possible Cairn

NGR 466826 439245

Ref no -

Site Type Possible Cairn

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible cairn or mound that is a sub oval sham is approximately 0.5m high. This

feature is not shown on the historic OS mapping #&mongst an area of ridge and furrow
(eg Sites177, 178 and may be field clearance stone.
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Plate 86: SitéLSO, possible cairn

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

181
Skipwith Common, Boundary Bank and Ditch
466823 439371

Boundary bank and ditch

Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Walkover survey; OS 1855

A boundary bank and ditch that is marked on thet &dition OS map, and is located on the
northern edge of an area of ridge and furrow ($it8). The bank is 2.5m wide and 0.6m
high with mature trees growing along it. The ditcim wide.

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integr&bdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 131

Site Number 182

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank and Ditch

NGR 466970 438874

Ref no -

Site Type Bank and ditch

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A substantial compacted earthen bank with sulistantes growing along it and a ditch on
the southern side. Both the bank and the ditcRrgvide. There is in places a 1m difference
in height between the bank and the base of ditéhishown as a boundary on the first edition
OS map. This feature runs parallel with the soutleglge of an area of ridge and furrow (Site

Site Number 183

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank and Ditch

NGR 467033 438871

Ref no -

Site Type Bank and ditch

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A bank complimenting Sité82 To the south, the bank is level with the ground has a

ditch on the northern side. There is then a broadded bank separating Sit82 from Site
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183 Site182similarly has a top level with the external grouSite 183is very pronounced
and has 0.75m fall between bank and base of ditbk. bank is well compacted and is
possibly an earlier version of Sit82 Site183is not depicted on the historic maps.

. ¥ .‘,’

€183 bank

1 Lo

Plate 77: Sit and ditch

Site Number 184

Site Name Skipwith Common, Broad Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466667 440298

Ref no -

Site Type Broad ridge and furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description An area of broad ridge and furrow, which is apjraately 6m wide from ridge to ridge. It

is orientated east to west and parallel to $82 but does not extend as far as the eastern
boundary bank. It is 0.8m in height from base of furrow to top of bamkere is an area of
what appears to be headland against the embardaddir the eastern edge of the wood. This

is edged by bank85to the west.
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Site Number 185

Site Name Skipwith Common, Boundary Bank and Ditch

NGR 466159 438002

Ref no -

Site Type Boundary bank and ditch

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A substantial banlg 2m width, with a ditch on its eastern side. Thekbdefines the edge of
an area of ridge and furrow to the east (584). There is a difference of 0.4m height between
ditch and bank. The boundary is shown on the éiditon OS map. It was traced on both
sides of a large mire located in this area.

Site Number 186

Site Name Skipwith Common, Broad Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466734 439038

Ref no -

Site Type Broad ridge and furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description An area of broad ridge and furrow thati€m ridge to ridge. It is not particularly promirien
or substantial by comparison with Sit84 on the other side of baril85. It extends east to
west from Sitel85to the drain defining the west edge of the comnidwere is water filling
the base of some of the furrows. There is a passibhdland at the west side of the area
against the modern drain boundary.

Site Number 187

Site Name Skipwith Common, Probable Boundary Bank

NGR 466203 438024

Ref no -

Site Type Probable boundary bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A probable boundary bank. A substantial bank ittiitch on the northern side, the top of

the bank is approximately level with the externadund slope. It is very short and appears
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to extend from the line of a modern boundary bdthks feature is not shown on the historic
mapping.

Site Number 188

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 466918 438463

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A large very broad bank. It extends from Bonby ¢ aast-to-west and has a ditch on the
northern side but there is no obvious ditch onsthethern side, although there is a line of a
break of slope. It is 0.35m high on the northedesit has a flat top and is 5m wide across.
It is ill-defined on the southern side. It is shoemthe first edition OS map and there is ridge
and furrow on the southern side (Sig3¥ and238).

Site Number 189

Site Name Skipwith Common, Probable Sand Pits/Ponds

NGR 466242 438041

Ref no HERMNY 25873 (NGR 466240 438040) and HER MNY 25874 R&66240 438050)

Site Type Sand pits/ponds

Period Unknown

Source HER; walkover survey

Description A large area of probable former sand pits or ppoéisery irregular shape. The area varies
in depth from 1m to 2m and is tree covered. The H&dRrds two retting ponds in this area,
however the lack of associated watercourses sugjtiestthis interpretation is unlikely.
AT

d
Plate 78: Sitd89 sand pits/ponds

Site Number 190

Site Name Skipwith Common, Pit/Pond

NGR 466270 438049

Ref no HER MNY 25872

Site Type Pit/Pond

Period Unknown

Source HER; walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A large square depression with clearly definedesd@pproximately 1.5m deep, located

against a modern field boundary. The location & tlepression corresponds to a pond
recorded in the HER, shown on the first edition r&&p.
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Site Number 191

Site Name Skipwith Common, Broad Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466366 438029

Ref no -

Site Type Broad ridge and furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description An area of ridge and furrow that measures 5m frimlge to ridge. Irregular survival has
meant that in some places the ridge and furrovisisndt, but in others very indistinct with
the edges of the ridge and furrow ill defined. Tidge and furrow is possibly bounded by a
ditch and bank to the north (Sit82).

Site Number 192

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ditch and Bank

NGR 466193 437944

Ref no -

Site Type Ditch and bank

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible boundary defined by a substantial ditith a marked bank on the southern side.

The ditch is 2m wide and 0.25m deep. The boundaligned east to west and possibly
defines an area of ridge and furrow (Si) that is aligned east to west. Sit®2 cuts an
area of north/south aligned ridge and furrow (S#®8). This feature is not shown on the
historic mapping.
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Site Number 193

Site Name Skipwith Common, Broad Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466168 437985

Ref no -

Site Type Broad ridge and furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description An area of broad ridge and furrow that is alignedh to south and measures 6m from ridge
to ridge. The orientation is ill-defined and thearof broad ridge and furrow is in poor
condition and is cut by later ridge and furrow €3i92). Site 193 continues to the west as
Site 195

Site Number 194

Site Name Skipwith Common, Mound

NGR 466125 437993

Ref no -

Site Type Mound / Barrow ?

Period Prehistoric ?

Source Walkover survey

Description A prominent circular platform mound with clearlgfthed edges and a flat top. It measures

20m across and 0.5m high with an external ditchitham wide. It has all the characteristics
of a round barrow. This feature is not shown onhiséoric mapping.
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Site Number 195

Site Name Skipwith Common, Broad Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466079 437994

Ref no -

Site Type Broad ridge and furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A continuation to the west of an area of broadeidnd furrow (Sitd 93 that is 6m from
ridge-to-ridge. The ridge and furrow is erratic alirdefined but is aligned north/south.

Site Number 196

Site Name Skipwith Common, Cairn

NGR 466005 437983

Ref no NMR SE 63 NE 40

Site Type Cairn

Period ?Bronze Age

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A very large well defined flat-topped round cailifhe cairn is a regular circular shape that

measures 18m across and is 0.5m high. It is sudexliby a clearly defined ditch that is
1.25m wide. This feature is shown on the OS fiditi@n map, and is recorded by the NMR
as a possible Bronze Age barrow, which may be #ssacwith the barrows located to the
east (Site92-09.

For the use of Natural England

© OA North: Novemb&t&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integr&bdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 138

Plate 95: Sii®6, cairn

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

197
Skipwith Common, Boundary Bank and Ditch
466091 437936

Boundary bank and ditch

Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Walkover survey

A linear boundary bank and ditch that cuts throadioggy area. The bank is 3m wide with
a rounded profile and is 0.25m high. It is a prdbdield boundary and, separates two areas
of ridge and furrow (Site$93and195) at its north end, and forms the western boundéry

a further area (Sit&91), south of ared93 This feature is not shown on the historic mapping
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Site Number 198
Site Name Skipwith Common, Broad Ridge and Furrow
NGR 465957 437989
Ref no -
Site Type Broad ridge and furrow
Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval
Source Walkover survey
Description An ill-defined area of broad ridge and furrow thaill defined in places. It measures 6m
from ridge to ridge. The ridge and furrow has beahby extraction pits (Sit299) that are
now ponds. It is perpendicular to ridge and fur®® which lies to the east.
Plate 97: Sitel 98 broad ridge and furrow
Site Number 199
Site Name Skipwith Common, Possible Extraction Pit
NGR 465927 437991
Ref no -
Site Type Possible extraction pit
Period Post-medieval
Source Walkover survey
Description A pond that was possibly an extraction area. uipiso a metre deep and cuts an area of ridge

and furrow (Sitel98). This feature is not shown on the historic magpin
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Plate 83: Site199, possible extraction pit

Site Number 200
Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank and Ditch System
NGR 466002 437850
Ref no -
Site Type Bank and ditch system
Period Unknown - ?post-medieval
Source Walkover survey; OS 1855
Description A bank and ditch system, apparently associatel @ite 201 A track is shown on this
alignment on the first edition OS map.
Plate 99: Site200, bank and ditch system
Site Number 201
Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank and Ditch System
NGR 466011 437842
Ref no -
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Site Type
Period
Source
Description

Bank and ditch system
Unknown - ?post-medieval
Walkover survey; OS 1855

A bank and ditch system, apparently associated @ite 200 A track is shown on this

alignment on the first edition OS map.

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

202

Skipwith Common, Possible Line Pond
466535 438157

Line pond
Post-medieval
Walkover survey; OS 1855

Several hollows, located to the immediate nortlammfarea of line ponds, are shown on the
first edition OS map. They are slightly irreguladahere is the implication of a feeder drain.
There is the possibility that these are also eleésnefthe retting ponds.

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

203

Skipwith Common, Platform and Ditch
466104 437876

Platform and ditch

Unknown

Walkover survey

A flat topped circular platform that is edged byditech on the outside. The platform is
approximately 0.2m to 0.3m above the surroundiregugd. The circular feature is cut by a
roadside ditch to the east and by a linear drabe, 197, that is associated with ridge and
furrow (Sites193and195). There is the remote possibility that this platids a burial mound
but, perhaps, more likely, it is a landscape feahecause it is extremely large. This feature

is not shown on the historic mapping.
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Plate 85: Sitéa plform and dit

Site Number 204

Site Name Skipwith Common, Probable Sand Pits

NGR 466570 438201

Ref no -

Site Type Probable sand pits

Period ?Post-medieval/Modern

Source Walkover survey

Description A group of small, irregular pits set in a line.eTpits are no deeper than 0.5m and some have
steep sided edges which would suggest they areoldot The pits cover an area of
approximately 100 by 30m and are probably sandaetitm pits. These pits are not shown
on the historic maps.

Site Number 205

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drain

NGR 466590 438233

Ref no -

Site Type Drain

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear, relatively straight drain with no assateid bank. It is 0.4m deep by 2m wide and is

possibly the line of a field boundary. This featig@ot shown on the historic maps.
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Plate 102: Site205, drain

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Ref no

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

206

Skipwith Common, Mound
466563 438240

Mound

Unknown

Walkover survey
A large irregular mound with a large oak treehia middle. The mound is very close to the

village and possibly comprises dumped material,thees area in which it sits is very
undulating. The mound is approximately 0.3m to O.Wigh. This area was bulldozed
approximately 15 years ago and the mound evidenilyived because of the oak. This
feature is not shown on the historic maps.

“Plate 86: Site206 mound
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Site Number 207
Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pits
NGR 466603 438208
Ref no -
Site Type Sand pits
Period Unknown
Source Walkover survey
Description A group of irregular sand pits that are 0.3m #n®deep. These features are not shown on
the historic maps.
Site Number 208
Site Name Skipwith Common, Probable Sand Pits
NGR 466609 438245
Ref no -
Site Type Probable sand pits
Period Unknown
Source Walkover survey
Description A group of approximately 14 irregularly-shapeditwek that are 0.3m to 0.4m deep. Some
of the hollows are water-filled and are probabhated to sand pits.
Plate 87: Site208 probable sand pits
Site Number 209
Site Name Skipwith Common, Probable Sand Pit
NGR 466626 438257
Ref no -
Site Type Probable sand pit
Period Unknown
Source Walkover survey
Description A large irregular water-filled pit, approximatelylm deep. It is part of a group of hollows

(Site208). This feature is not shown on the historic maps.
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Plate 88: Site209 probable sand pit

Site Number 210

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pits

NGR 466657 438234

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pits

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A group of irregular-shaped sand pits, none aremfiled but they are very similar to those
observed to the immediate west (268). These features are not shown on the historicmap

Site Number 211

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466705 438245

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A large, isolated sand pit that is approximateBn@to 0.4m deep but is not water filled. This
feature is not shown on the historic maps.

Site Number 212

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466705 438245

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A large sand pit that is approximately 0.3m ton®deep but is not water-filled. It is similar

to Site211, which is located to the immediate south-westibstightly smaller. This feature
is not shown on the historic maps.
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Plate89: Site212, an t

Site Number 213

Site Name Skipwith Common, Extraction Pit

NGR 466591 438051

Ref no -

Site Type Extraction pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A large water-filled pond formed by large scaléraation. It is located near the main road,

it has a very irregular shape and is set dowrle.llt is fairly deep, being 0.3m to 0.4m deep.
There are sand pits close by (S285-21). This feature is not shown on the historic maps.

Site Number 214
Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pits
NGR 466591 438051
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Ref no -

Site Type Sand pits

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A large number of sandpita a small cluster. They are a little shallowerrnth@eviously
recorded pits (Site®07-211), being approximately 0.2m deep. These featuresiatr shown
on the historic maps.

Site Number 215

Site Name Skipwith Common, Probable Extraction Pits

NGR 466671 438341

Ref no -

Site Type Probable extraction pits

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description An extremely large pond and several smaller imenected ones. All are very irregular-
shaped and are clearly extraction pits. The laoyelhas several mounds in the middle with
one being particularly large. The water in the tstagnant with no flow. A sand pit is
marked in this area on the OS first edition map.

Plate 91: Site215 probable extraction pits

Site Number 216

Site Name Skipwith Common, Probable Sand Pit

NGR 466625 438395

Ref no -

Site Type Probable sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A large irregular-shaped extraction hollow thatuater-filled. It is extensive and is up to

1.5m deep. The pit probably relates to sand extnachs a sand pit is marked in this area on
the OS first edition map.
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Plate 92: ittea probable sand pit

Site Number 217

Site Name Skipwith Common, Slit Trench

NGR 466680 439915

Ref no -

Site Type Slit trench

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A rectangular slit trench on Crook Moor that i$%m deep and has a spoil mound to the west
that is 0.1m high. This feature is not shown onhistoric maps.

Plate 93: Site217, slit trench

Site Number 218

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 466625 440015

Ref no -
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Site Type Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A rectangular bank feature on Crook Moor that riwide. The east side is very prominent,
being 0.2m to 0.25m high although the west sidié-@efined. Nothing is shown in this area
on the historic maps.

Plate 94: Sit@18 bank

Site Number 219

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 466641 440274

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period ?lron Age

Source Walkover survey

Description A bank that is a continuation of an existing coexpand runs parallel to a main drainage

ditch. It appears to be associated with $&&and may be an Iron Age field boundary. It has
a rectilinear pattern with a ditch on the outsiflee height is variable, up to 0.5m, and it is
1.5m to 2.0m wide. This feature is not shown onhtstoric OS mapping. It seems to be
associated with enclosurgé8land163and linears (Sit842) identified by LiDAR.
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Site Number 220
Site Name Skipwith Common, Probable Sand Pit
NGR 466147 438006
Ref no -
Site Type Probable sand pit
Period Unknown
Source Walkover survey
Description A probable sand pit of irregular shape. The piagproximately 1.7m deep. The pit lies
adjacent to a track and is not shown on the histoaps.
e
Plate 96: Site220, probable sand pit
Site Number 221
Site Name Skipwith Common, Ridge
NGR 466175 438010
Ref no -
Site Type Ridge
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Period Unknown
Source Walkover survey
Description A small erratic ridge between two probable sanslZ0and222 This feature is not shown

on the historic OS mapping.

Plate 97: Sita21 ridge

Site Number 222

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit/Pond

NGR 466203 438024

Ref no HER MNY 25887 (NGR 466200 438030) and HER MNY 258R&R 466190 438020)

Site Type Sand pit/pond

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A probable sand pit of irregular shape which cimstatanding water. There are trees growing

in the base of the pit and some of these are alh. Jossible ponds are noted in this area by
the HER, shown on the historic OS mapping.
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Site Number 223

Site Name Skipwith Common, Probable Sand Pits/ Porsd

NGR 466213 438035

Ref no HER MNY 25886

Site Type Probable sand pits/ ponds

Period Unknown

Source HER; walkover survey

Description Two probable sand pits/ponds that are irregulahipe and are against the boundary of an
adjacent field. The features are tree-covered lag is a large, old oak tree growing on their
west edge. A pond is located in this area on thR Hibd shown on the historic OS map.

Site Number 224

Site Name Skipwith Common, Prominent Banks

NGR 466213 438035

Ref no HER MNY 25886

Site Type Linear banks

Period Unknown

Source HER; walkover survey

Description A rectilinear bank enclosure that is evident andhound and, being within a clearing, is also
evident from aerial photography. It is orientateastévest and has a linear boundary
extending from either end of it. A further bankinsmediately to the south. It is parallel to
the ridge and furrow (Sit&84) on either side of it.

Site Number 225

Site Name Skipwith Common, Mound

NGR 466986 438514

Ref no -

Site Type Mound

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A raised earthen mound, slightly irregular in shapith a large oak tree in the centre. There
is an obvious sharp break of slope at 0.75m higjle. flinction of the mound is unknown, but
it is of human origin. This feature is not showntbe historic maps.

Site Number 226

Site Name Skipwith Common, Boundary Bank

NGR 467015 438510

Ref no -

Site Type Boundary bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A boundary bank measuring 0.5m in height and 205¢8width. It runs for at least 80m and

has no ditches. It curves at its eastern end, iakd in and curves around moud5. This
feature is not shown on the historic maps.
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Plate 99: Site226, boundary bank

Site Number 227

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466894 438559

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description An irregular sand pit, measuring 1-1.5m in def@averal spurs lead from its edge towards
the centre. This feature is not shown on the histoaps.

Plate 100: Sit27, sand pit

Site Number 228

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466863 438552

Ref no -
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Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; OS 1910

Description Anirregular sand pit, measuring 1-1.5m in depiith no unusual features. It has sharp edges
and the western edge peters out. An old sand pilaiked in the vicinity of Site828 and
2290n the OS map for 1910.

Site Number 229

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466836 438520

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; OS 1910

Description An irregular sand pit, measuring 1.5 metres intlefphe western edge slopes and the
northern edge is quite sharp. An old sand pit iskedhnear SiteR28and229on the OS map
for 1910.

Plate 101: Sit29, sand pit

Site Number 230

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466837 438485

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Post-medieval/Modern

Source Walkover survey

Description An irregular sand pit, 1.5m deep, which cuts rpiitform (Site231). This feature is not
shown on the historic maps.

Site Number 231

Site Name Skipwith Common, Site of Windmill

NGR 466837 438474

Ref no MNY 17590

Site Type Building platform

Period Post-medieval

Source HER; Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A large semi-circular ditch defining a raisedtfudem. The ditch is 2.5m wide and 0.5m deep.
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Most of platform has been cut away by sand2@id. This feature is shown on the OS first
edition map, and the area is named ‘Old Mill Hill’.

LAY

Plate 102: Site231, site of windmill

Site Number 232

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466777 438463

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description Sand pit. This feature is not shown on the historaps.
Site Number 233

Site Name Skipwith Common, Mound (possible former rifi)
NGR 466708 438486

Ref no -

Site Type Mound

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A large, slightly elongated mound, which doestmte a flat top, but does have a ditch; it is

up to 3m high. This could possibly be the site &raner mill. This feature is not marked on
the historic mapping.
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Plate 103: Sit@33 mound (possible former mill)

Site Number 234

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pits

NGR 466659 438453

Ref no HER MNY 25894

Site Type Sand pits

Period Unknown

Source HER; walkover survey

Description A large area shown on the 1855 OS map as sandpits of these pits, which measuces
10m in diameter, is recorded in the HER (MNY 2589MGR 466680 438420). The pits are
1.5m deep in places.

Site Number 235

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pits
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NGR 466801 438421

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pits

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; OS 1910

Description A large area of sandpits, 1.5m deep in placesmélvery amorphous area of similar works.
This area is marked on the OS 1910 map as olditsd

Site Number 236

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 466887 438399

Ref no -

Site Type Bank

Period Unknown - ?Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A very slight linear bank that runs parallel tatlshown on the OS mapping from 1910
onwards. The bank is continuous, approximately 3dewd.2m high and does not appear to
have a ditch. The bank peters out to the north.

Site Number 237

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466983 438391

Ref no -

Site Type Ridge and furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; LIDAR

Description An area of ridge and furrow, of possible mediedate. The ridge and furrow, orientated
east/west, is 6m wide and extends as far as boyhdenrk 188 It is clearly visible on the
LiDAR imagery.

Site Number 238

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466963 438279

Ref no -

Site Type Ridge and furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; LIDAR

Description An area of ridge and furrow, 5m wide and orierdaterth/south. It is located on the south
side of boundary bank88. It is clearly visible on the LIiDAR imagery.

Site Number 239

Site Name Skipwith Common, Modern Square Hole

NGR 467025 438465

Ref no -

Site Type Hole

Period Modern

Source Walkover survey

Description A straight-sided square hole of very recent dateunknown function.
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Plate 105: Sit@39, modern square hole

Site Number 240

Site Name Skipwith Common (Riccall Airfield), Linear Bank

NGR 464553 437434

Ref no -

Site Type Linear bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; LIDAR

Description A long linear bank 3m wide and 0.25m high, locatkxe to (and on the same alignment as)
Riccall Airfield. LIDAR analysis has illustrated samilar featurec 300m long and on the
same alignment. It is not clear from the LIDAR whatthe feature is a bank or a ditch. This
feature is not shown on the historic maps andedtrgelikely that it is associated with the air
strip, possibly drainage-related.

Site Number 241

Site Name Skipwith Common (Riccall Airfield), Sub-drcular Bank

NGR 464479 437374

Ref no -

Site Type Sub-circular bank

Period WWwII

Source Walkover survey

Description A sub-circular bank surrounding a slit trench whiwas evidently part of the airfield
defences. This site is located in the Skipwith Canrsurvey area.

Site Number 242

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466713 438354

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A sand pit, which is not shown on historic mapping
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Site Number 243

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466703 438315

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A sand pit, which is not shown on historic mapping

Site Number 244

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466591 438414

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A sand pit, which is not shown on historic mapping

Site Number 245

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466584 438358

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A sand pit, which is not shown on historic mapping

Site Number 246

Site Name Skipwith Common, Line Ponds

NGR 466511 438067

Site Type Line Ponds

Period Post-medieval

Source Detailed survey by Friends of Skipwith Common; G855

Description The OS first edition (1855) shows two pord250m to the south of the eastern end of
Skipwith village, labelled ‘line ponds’, and theme strongly suggests a link with flax
processing and linen production, where ‘line’ ig thame of the extracted flax fibres. A
detailed survey of the ponds by the Friends of 8BkipCommon has indicated that they are
highly to have been retting ponds, not only becadishe name, but because of the complex
of artificial water channels feeding the ponds thedcorresponding ones draining the ponds.
A reservoir is located to the south-east of the finds, and was linked to the southern end
of the line ponds with a channel. This appearsateetbeen the water source for the ponds,
which would have been controlled by one or morécshki The south pond is irregular in
shape but appears to comprise a main area, witmanow compartments extending to the
west and south-east. It is possible that the watels in these areas were further controlled
with sluices. A narrow channel was located betwten south and north ponds, again
probably controlled with a sluice. The north pored smaller than the south, and is
approximately S-shaped. Again, it is possible thatnarrow bends in this pond were areas
where water flow was controlled between compartsefstchannel at the north end of this
pond joins with the Southfield Drain, which runsgaest to the south of Skipwith village.

Site Number 247

Site Name Skipwith Common, Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466916 438164

Ref no -

Site Type Ridge and furrow

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description An area of very prominent ridge and furrow, 5Snwidth. A bank (Site248) is located to the

south of this area, and probably represents theldue for this ridge and furrow.
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Site Number 248

Site Name Skipwith Common, Bank

NGR 466996 438065

Ref no -

Site Type Bank/headland

Period Unknown - ?Medieval-post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A long, prominent bank with ditches on either silés probably a headland as there is an
area of ridge and furrow (Sit47) immediately to the north. The ditches appear&eeh
subsequently expanded as drains. This boundargiiked on the OS first edition map.

Site Number 249

Site Name Skipwith Common, Sand Pit

NGR 466924 438082

Ref no -

Site Type Sand pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A square sandpit, which appears to be shown o@&érst edition map, although it is not
labelled.

Site Number 250

Site Name Little Common, Linear Bank and Ditch

NGR 466667 438613

Ref no -

Site Type Linear Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description The southernmost of three parallel linear bankkditthes running along the southern limit
of Little Common. This feature is the faintest bétthree and is located on the grassy verge
on the edge of the common.

Site Number 251

Site Name Little Common, Linear Bank and Ditch

NGR 466667 438621

Ref no -

Site Type Linear Bank and Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description The central example of a series of three partifiebr banks and ditches running along the
southern limit of Little Common. This feature istimost evident example and was visible
from almost the south-western corner of the comiaaeh runs most of the way along and
almost to the south-east corner of the survey area.

Site Number 252

Site Name Little Common, Linear Bank and Ditch

NGR 466666 438629

Ref no -

Site Type Linear Bank and Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description The northernmost of a series of three paralleddinbanks and ditches running along the

southern limit of Little Common. This feature rypmerallel with the other banks for most of
its length before curving to the north-east ongastern end.
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Site Number 253

Site Name Little Common, Linear Bank and Ditch

NGR 466672 438728

Ref no -

Site Type Linear Bank and Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear bank and ditch running along the eastienit of Little Common. It runs the entire
length of the boundary and has several old treesigg along its length.

Site Number 254

Site Name Little Common, Linear Bank and Ditch

NGR 466586 438797

Ref no -

Site Type Linear Bank and Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear bank and ditch running along the northémnit of Little Common. It runs the entire
length of the boundary and continues to the wests{de of the survey area) as a field
boundary. It has several old trees growing alosideingth.

Site Number 255

Site Name Little Common, Concrete Base

NGR 466623 438705

Ref no -

Site Type Concrete Base

Period Modern

Source Walkover survey

Description The possible turf-covered remains of a concretgelfar a cricket pavilion, which was
associated with the now disused cricket pitch dtid Common (Sit@56).

Site Number 256

Site Name Little Common, Cricket Pitch

NGR 466617 438682

Ref no -

Site Type Cricket Pitch

Period Modern

Source OS one-inch Popular Edition mad919-1941; walkover survey

Description The now disused remains of a cricket pitch locatethe centre of Little Common. Local
knowledge asserts that the pitch was in@wS8@ years ago. The pitch is associated with the
possible remains of a pavilion. After Little Commbecame wooded in the early twentieth
century a sub-circular cleared space is depicteitl am the OS one-inch Popular Edition
mapping ¢ 1919-1941). The OS one-inch New Popular Edition pivagp (1947) does not
show this feature.

Site Number 257

Site Name Little Common, Linear Bank and Ditch

NGR 466566 438694

Ref no -

Site Type Linear Bank and Ditch

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A fragmentary linear bank and ditch running alohg western limit of Little Common. It

possibly runs the entire length of the boundaryiahds old trees growing along its length.
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Site Number 258

Site Name Little Common, Ridge and Furrow

NGR 466570 438754

Ref no -

Site Type Ridge and Furrow

Period Post-Medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A small area of potential shallow ridge and furmuitivation located in the north-west corner
of Little Common.

Site Number 259

Site Name Riccall Common, Drainage Ditch

NGR 464504 437138

Site Type Drainage Ditch

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear drainage ditch and bank, measuring o long by 3m wide and embanked up
to 0.5m high. It is orientated roughly north/soatid is located to the south of King Rudding
Lane. It drains the area between the runway anpédhimeter track on the east side of Riccall
airfield.

Plate 106: Drainage ditch, Sigb9

Site Number 260

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Mound

NGR 464610 437307

Site Type Mound

Period Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description A small circular earthen mound measuring 4.5miameter by up to 0.3m high. There is a

cylindrical metal-sheathed concrete cylinder sat the top measuring 0.5m in diameter by
0.25m high. The cylinder has three pins protrudiom it and the structure may have been
a stanchion for a runway light.
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Plate 107: moun, Si60

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

261

Riccall Airfield, Firing Butt

464708 437321

Firing Butt

Second World War

Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

A building located on the eastern end of Riccafledd. It is described as a temporary brick-

built structure marked as ‘Harmonisation Range Mf@. Range (Building drawing number

9093/40) on the airfield layout plan. The threevsiing elements of the site consist of a large
rectangular earthen mound measuring 65m long by &kta and 8m high. To the west of

the mound is a water-filled depression approxinyaBim square and behind this further
west are the rectangular concrete footings forta hu

Plate 108: machine gun firing range, Sl
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Site Number 262

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Electrical Service Trerch

NGR 464625 437289

Site Type Electrical Service Trench

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description A linear depression probably functioning as acteieal service trench shown on the airfield
layout plan. The trench is orientated south-westifreast, running parallel with the runway.
It measures approximately 165m long by 1m wideiafiddm deep. The trench runs towards
a ring main plinth to the north-west (Sié).

Site Number 263

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Demolished Building

NGR 464720 437173

Site Type Demolished Building

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description A hutted building located on the north-west sid&izcall Airfield. It is marked as ‘GPH’
on the airfield layout plan. The ruinous structapemprised a rectangular concrete surface
measuring 10.5m long by 4.5m wide. It has an arfebricks on the northern end and
demolition rubble to the west.

Site Number 264

Site Name Riccall Common, Boundary Bank

NGR 464669 436895

Site Type Boundary Bank

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear boundary bank oriented roughly north/soamd measures approximately 40m long

by 0.4m high.
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Plate 11: bundry barﬂiite26

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

265

Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store X

464523 436937

Demolished Building

Second World War

Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

One of a group of buildings and structures located dispersal on the east side of Riccall
Airfield (Sites 265-7Q 272-76. The building is described as a Nissen hut ‘fgspoint
building (light)’ on the airfield layout plan (Buiing drawing number 15964/40). The ruined
structure comprises a rectangular concrete founnlditise measuring 8m long by 4m wide.

Iate 111: bob stoe Shes
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Site Number 266

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store Xl

NGR 464505 436952

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description One of a group of buildings and structures locétea dispersal on the east side of Riccall
Airfield (Sites265-7Q 272-79. The building is described as a group of six Blisksut ‘S.B.C.
Store (6 No.)’ (Small Bomb Container) on the aldiayout plan (Building drawing number
2169/40). The ruined structure comprises a rovecfangular concrete bases, corresponding
to the hut positions with the first course of temgyg brick surviving. There are four linear
earth blast banks placed between the huts. Thensiésures 29m long by 12m wide and the
banks are up to 0.6m high.

Plate 112: small bomb container store, SI&6

Site Number 267

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store XII

NGR 464519 437026

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description One of a group of buildings and structures locétea dispersal on the east side of Riccall

Airfield (Sites 265-7Q 272-76). The building is described as a steel and termpdyeck-
constructed ‘bomb store’ on the airfield layoutrp{(8uilding drawing number 5410/40). The
rectangular concrete base of the hut survives saded by earthen blast walls. The banks
measure 18m square by 6m wide and are up to 1gimFhere are a pair of opposing offset
entrances with brick retaining walls on the nontld gouth ends.
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Plate 113: Bom store, SiB67

Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

268

Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store XIlII

464514 437112

Bomb Store

Second World War

Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

One of a group of buildings and structures located dispersal on the east side of Riccall
Airfield (Sites265-7Q 272-76. The building is described as a temporary brigkstructed
‘S.A.A. Stores (Type E)’ on the airfield layout pléBuilding drawing number 16075/40).
The building is extant and is a two-celled rectdagtemporary-brick structure measuring
26m long by 6m wide. It has a flat reinforced caterroof and the walls have air vents near
roof level. There are entrances on opposing gatuks vith iron doors and external blast
walls. There is a small permanent brick-built anaexhe south side with wires and a conduit
running into it.
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Site Number 269

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store XIV

NGR 464570 437088

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description One of a group of buildings and structures inspeisal on the east side of Riccall Airfield
(Sites265-7Q 272-79. The building is described as temporary brickstorcted ‘S.A.A.
Stores (Type F)' (Small Arms Ammunition) on thefigiid layout plan (Building drawing
number 16075/40). The building is extant and israd-celled cross-shaped temporary-brick
structure measuring 26m long by 6m wide. It hdataéinforced concrete roof and the walls
have air vents near roof level. There are entrancespposing gable ends with iron doors
and external blast walls. There is a small permalbgck-built annex on the side with wires
and a conduit running into it.

Site Number 270

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store XV

NGR 464430 437111

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description One of a group of buildings and structures located dispersal on the east side of Riccall

Airfield (Sites 265-7Q 272-76). The building is described temporary brick-consted
‘S.A.A. Stores (Type F)’ (Small Arms Ammunition) dhe airfield layout plan (Building
drawing number 16075/40). The building is extant as a three-celled cross-shaped
temporary-brick structure measuring 26m long byv@idte. It has a flat reinforced concrete
roof and the walls have air vents near roof leVakre are entrances on opposing gable ends
with iron doors and external blast walls. Thera @mall permanent brick-built annex on the
side with wires and a conduit running into it.
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Plate 116: bomb store,

Site Number 271
Site Name Riccall Airfield, Spoil Heap
NGR 464715 436802
Site Type Spoil Heap
Period Second World War
Source Walkover survey
Description An amorphous area of spoil heaps/clearance loaaethe east side of Riccall Airfield,
adjacent to a bomb storage area (Sitd) The ground has either been bulldozed to clear it
prior to the construction of the airfield or haswtbuted to post-war demolition. The area
measures approximately 53m long by 20m wide.
Site Number 272
Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store XVI
NGR 464519 437026
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Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description One of a group of buildings and structures locétea dispersal on the east side of Riccall
Airfield (Sites 265-7Q 272-76. The building is described as a steel and termpdyeck-
constructed ‘bomb store’ on the airfield layoutp{8uilding drawing number 5410/40). The
rectangular concrete base of the hut survives soded by earthen blast walls. The banks
measure 18m square by 6m wide and are up to 1 gm Tihere are a pair of opposing offset
entrances with brick retaining walls on the nontld douth ends.

Plate 118: bomb store, Sig¥2

Site Number 273

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store XVII

NGR 464574 436993

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description One of a group of buildings and structures locatea dispersal on the east side of Riccall

Airfield (Sites265-7Q 272-76. The building is described as a steel and temmpdreck-
constructed ‘bomb store’ on the airfield layoutrp{(8uilding drawing number 5410/40). The
rectangular concrete base of the hut survives saoded by earthen blast walls. The banks
measure 18m square by 6m wide and are up to 1 gm Tihere are a pair of opposing offset
entrances with brick retaining walls on the east aest ends.
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“Plate 119: bomb store, Sig¥3

Site Number 274
Site Name Riccall Airfield, Scoop
NGR 464601 436960
Site Type Scoop
Period Second World War
Source Walkover survey
Description A rectangular water-filled scoop measuring 5m Idnyg3.5m wide and 0.5m deep. It is
possibly the site of a demolished building assedatith a bomb store (Si&75).
Plate 120: Scoop, Sit&74
Site Number 275
Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store XVIII
NGR 464613 436955
Site Type Demolished Building
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Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description One of a group of buildings and structures located dispersal on the east side of Riccall
Airfield (Sites265-7Q 272-76. The building is described as a Nissen hut ‘lutary Bomb
Store’ on the airfield layout plan (Building drawimumber 4734/42). The ruined structure
comprises a rectangular concrete foundation bassumiag 13m long by 3.5m wide.

Plate 121: bomb store, SR&5

Site Number 276

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store XIX

NGR 464633 436966

Site Type Bomb Store

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description One of a group of buildings and structures locétea dispersal on the east side of Riccall

Airfield (Sites265-7Q 272-79. The building is described as a temporary brickstructed
‘Component Store’ on the airfield layout plan (Riilg drawing number 5384/40). The
rectangular brick building is extant and survivessunded by earthen blast walls. The banks
measure 20m square by 6m wide and are up to 1.§m Hhere is a single entrance with
large brick retaining walls up to 2.4m high on tieth side of the blast walls. Internally,
there is a small square permanent brick-built gdthe two cells inside consist of an L-
shaped larger room surrounding a smaller room.stiueture has a flat reinforced concrete
roof covered with a bitumin- and grit- coated soefaThere are concrete lintels and cills to
the windows and doors with a pair of entrances with doors on the west wall elevation.
The other wall elevations contain pairs of smalieaframed windows, some still with grills
upon them and there are vents at the base of the wa
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Site Number
Site Name
NGR

Site Type
Period
Source
Description

277

Riccall Common, Boundary Bank
464760 436861

Boundary Bank

Post-medieval
Walkover survey
A short linear section of earthen boundary bantemarcates the current south-eastern edge
of the common. It is orientated roughly east/west measures approximately 50m long by
1m wide and is up to 0.3m high. The bank is of samté&quity as it has veteran trees growing
on top of it.

Plate 123: boundary bank, SXe7
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Site Number 278
Site Name Riccall Common, Drainage Ditch
NGR 464788 436880
Site Type Drainage Ditch
Period Post-medieval
Source Walkover survey
Description A short, linear, section of drainage ditch. Ibréentated roughly north/south and measures
approximately 44m long by 1m wide.
Plate 124: drainage ditch, SR8
Site Number 279
Site Name Riccall Airfield, Air Raid Shelter V
NGR 464779 437141
Site Type Air Raid Shelter
Period Second World War
Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey
Description A Stanton-type air raid shelter, comprising a cete tunnel aligned north to south. It

measures 10m long by 5m wide and is 1.8m higtagthrick-built entrances on its west side
at the north end and on its east side at the sndhThis was the same type of structure as
Sites30and108 This structure is labelled as ‘ARS’ on the aiditayout plan.
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Plate 125: ir raid shelter, 9

Site Number 280

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Platform

NGR 464859 437185

Site Type Platform

Period ?Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description A disturbed site probably associated with the afsRiccall Airfield but not shown on the
airfield layout plan. It consists of a square wdiked scoop on the northern end, to the south
of which is a square platform with surrounding ditobat measures 21m square by up to 0.7m
high. The site may have been the location of amardraft battery as there is much
disturbance and spoil to the south (28d). The site is unlikely to be a square barrow.

Plate 126: platform, Sit280

Site Number 281

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Spoil Heap

NGR 464860 437165
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Site Type Spoil Heap

Period Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description An amorphous area of spoil heaps/clearance loaatethe east side of Riccall Airfield,
adjacent to a disturbed mound (SX0). The ground has either been bulldozed to clear it
prior to the construction of the airfield or haswtriduted to post-war demolition. The area
measures approximately 26m long by 10m wide. Theeesome concrete-lined sand bags
evident.

Plate 127: spoil heap, Si81

Site Number 282

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Building Platform

NGR 464798 437013

Site Type Demolished Building

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey

Description A large building foundation located on the eastsnd of Riccall airfield. It is described as a

steel constructed hangar marked as ‘Storage Sheldlifigy drawing numbers 11776/42 and
11853/42) on the airfield dispersal plan. The rumstructure comprised a concrete surface
aligned north/south.
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Plate 128: building platform, Sig82

Site Number 283

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Drain

NGR 464830 436991

Site Type Drain

Period Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear section of subterranean drain locatedheneast side of a storage hangar (338
on Riccall Airfield. The site consists of a seridopen brick-topped manholes running in a
north/south orientation for at least 75m.

Plate 129: drain, Sit83

Site Number 284

Site Name Riccall Common, Moor Lane

NGR 464884 436910
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Site Type Trackway

Period Medieval-Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A south-western continuation of Moor Lane on Rik€ommon. The turf-covered section
of a defunct lane measures approximately 175m n@m wide and is up to 0.5m high.
There is a drainage ditch on the west side. Thiaseof lane was in use on the 1855 OS
mapping but was subsequently diverted in the latet@enth century when the southern half
of Riccall Common was improved.

Site Number 285

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Gun Pit Il

NGR 464905 437120

Site Type Gun Pit

Period Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description A gun pit, one of a pair protecting the north-easperimeter of the airfield. Each comprises
a small earthen mound measuring approximately 4mg ly 3m wide. This example has a
concrete cylinderg 1.5m in diameter and 1m in height and a brickrbastasuring 1m long
by 0.75m wide and 0.25m deep is located 2m to diuéhs
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Plate 130: gun pit, Sit285

Site Number 286

Site Name Riccall Common, Boundary Bank and Ditch

NGR 464906 437154

Site Type Boundary Bank and Ditch

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear boundary bank and ditch orientated roygtdrth-north-west/south-south-east and

demarcating the boundary between Riccall and Skip@ommons. The surviving section
measures approximately 275m long and predatesotigtraction of Riccall Airfield as the
gun pits are built into it (Site385and287).
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Plate 131: gun pit, Sit286

Site Number 287
Site Name Riccall Airfield, Gun Pit 111
NGR 464883 437216
Site Type Gun Pit
Period Second World War
Source Walkover survey
Description A gun pit, one of a pair protecting the north-gastimeter of the airfield. Each comprises a
small earthen mound measuring approximately 4m lmn@m wide. This example has a
brick-built cylinder,c 1.5m in diameter and 1m in height and a brick laseasuring 1m
long by 0.75m wide and 0.25m deep is located 2thdmorth.
g 5
Plate 132: gun pit, Sit287
Site Number 288
Site Name Riccall Airfield, Gun Pit IV

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integr&bdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 180

NGR 464483 437775

Site Type Gun Pit

Period Second World War

Source Walkover survey

Description A gun pit, Danes Hill, one of a pair protecting thorthern perimeter of the airfield. Each
comprises a concrete cylinderl.5m in diameter and 1m in height. This exampkdgun
mount intact and a brick basin measuring 1m lon@.3%m wide and 0.25m deep is located
2m to the east of the gun pit.

Site Number 289

Site Name South Duffield Tow Dyke, Peat Stand |

NGR 466488 436798

Site Type Peat Stand

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A series of four circular or sub-circular moundsrelict peat located within an area of
otherwise total peat extraction in the south-easter of the survey area. They were possibly
used as peat drying stands. The mounds are raiSedabove the current ground level, the
largest measures approximately 60m long by 38m waidkthe smallest is 12m in diameter.

Plate 133: peat stand, Sig389

Site Number 290

Site Name South Duffield Tow Dyke, Peat Cutting |

NGR 466377 436865

Site Type Peat Cutting

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description An amorphous area of peat cutting measuring apmpeately 325m long by 125m wide, in
the south-east corner of the survey area. The iareaised 0.5m above the surrounding
landscape which has been completely cut of peatagntb the east of a boggy gully. The
peat cutting has surviving corduroy ridges indmtof cutting that are orientated north-
north-west/south-south-east and are up to 6m apart.

Site Number 291

Site Name South Duffield Tow Dyke, Peat Stand Il

NGR 466326 436793

Site Type Peat Stand
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Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible sub-rectangular peat stand locatedmih area of peat cutting in the south-east
corner of the survey area. It measures approxignain long by 8m wide. On top is a pair
of possible relict peat stacks, each measuring higm

Plate 134: peat stand, SR81

Site Number 292

Site Name South Duffield Tow Dyke, Peat Stand I

NGR 466332 436915

Site Type Peat Stand

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A sub-circular mound of relict peat located witlainm area of otherwise total peat extraction

and adjacent to the west side of a boggy areaastpossibly used as a peat drying stand and
measures approximately 15m in diameter by 0.5m.high

Plate 135: peat stand Sigd2
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Site Number 293
Site Name South Duffield Tow Dyke, Peat Stand IV
NGR 466230 436853
Site Type Peat Stand
Period Post-medieval
Source Walkover survey
Description A possible oval peat stand in the south-east cavhthe survey area. It is steep-sided and
measures approximately 6m long by 5m wide and i®wp4m high.
Plate 136: peat stand, Sif93
Site Number 294
Site Name Skipwith Common, Extractive Pits
NGR 466167 437214 (area)
Ref no MNY 25706, MNY 25708, MNY 25878, MNY 25896 and MN%$201
Site Type Extractive Pit
Period Post-medieval
Source Walkover survey; OS 1855, 1910; Google Earth
Description A series of at least thirty extraction pits saatk across Skipwith Common. Twenty

examples survive as water-filled pits and were fified by the walkover survey. The other
pits were identified through desk-based analysig pits are probably associated with the
extraction of sand or marl, and possibly post-dlademain phases of peat extraction on the
common.
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Plate 137: extractive/sand pits, S84

Site Number 295
Site Name Skipwith Common, Extractive Pit |
NGR 465716 436848
Site Type Extractive Pit
Period Post-medieval
Source Walkover survey
Description A sub-oval pit with external bank located on tleth side of a dried-out pond and between
two sections of the multiple-banked boundary systéite 18). The pit measures
approximately 4m long by 3m wide and is 1m deepiswthe surrounding bank measures
3m wide by up to 0.4m high.
& e ~ g St
Plate 138extractive pit, Sit@95
Site Number 296
Site Name Skipwith Common, Extractive Pit I|
NGR 465792 436753

For the use of Natural England © OA North: Novembet&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integr&bdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 184

Ref no MNY 25875

Site Type Pond / Extraction Pit

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description An extractive pit or dried-out pond located on Hwviving southern end of the putative
Bronze Age multiple-banked boundary system (S84). It measures approximately 220m
long by 100m wide and is up to 0.7m deep. The @y mredate the boundaries as the
easternmost of the banks skirts the edge of thalpitough the precise relationship is hard
to interpret.

Site Number 297

Site Name Skipwith Common, Peat Stand

NGR 465962 436900

Site Type Peat Stand

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A sub-oval mound of relict peat located withinamea of otherwise total peat extraction in
the south-eastern part of the survey area. It vasiply used as a peat drying stand and
measures approximately 110m long by 40m wide ang i® 0.5m high.

Site Number 298

Site Name South Duffield Tow Dyke, Peat Cutting Il

NGR 466362 437049

Site Type Peat Cutting

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A small amorphous area of peat cutting north tf &4, measuring approximately 62m long

by 25m wide. The cuttings are a series of longdirsteep-sided hollows that are cut into the
peat up to 0.4m deep.

For the use of Natural England

© OA North: Novemb&t&



Skipwith Common, North Yorkshire: Phase 4: Integr&bdtogrammetric, LIDAR and Landscape Survey 185

Plate 140: peat cutting, S288

Site Number 299

Site Name Horseshoe Pond, Boundary Bank

NGR 466217 437297

Site Type Boundary Bank

Period Unknown

Source Walkover survey

Description A section of slightly curvilinear earthen bounddrgnk located on the north-east side of

Horseshoe Pond. It measures approximately 70mbgrgm wide and is up to 0.5m high.

Site Number 300

Site Name Swang, Plantation
NGR 466724 437553
Site Type Plantation

Period Post-medieval
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Source Walkover survey; OS 1855

Description A relict plantation located on the eastern sid&kipwith Common, and named as Swang
Plantation on the OS first edition mapping. It $ueg as an earthen-banked enclosure with
external ditch measuring approximately 115m lon$®m wide. The banks and ditches each
measure up to 2m wide and are 0.4m high and 0.4p despectively. The plantation was
presumably clear-felled but retains remnants ofifalidon including numerous mature oaks
and several Scots pines and modern birch scrub.

Site Number 301

Site Name Long Swang, Drainage Ditch |

NGR 466793 437447

Site Type Drainage Ditch

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear section of drainage ditch located on ¢hstern end of Skipwith Common at Long
Swang. The ditch measures approximately 103m lgr2nib wide and is up to 0.3m deep.

Plate 142: drainage ditch, Si&01

Site Number 302

Site Name Long Swang, Drainage Ditch I

NGR 466743 437325

Site Type Drainage Ditch

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A linear section of drainage ditch located one¢hstern end of Skipwith Common at Long

Swang. The ditch measures approximately 130m Igrig®-2m wide and is up to 0.3m deep.
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Site Number 303

Site Name Long Swang, Peat Cutting |

NGR 466737 437280

Site Type Peat Cutting

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A rectangular area of peat cutting on the eastxige of the common, measuring
approximately 120m long by 75m wide. The area ise 0.5m above the surrounding
landscape which has been completely cut of peatagnéddjacent to a drainage ditch. The
peat surface has surviving corduroy ridges indieatdf cutting orientated east-north-
east/west-south-west and which are up to 6m apart.

Site Number 304

Site Name Long Swang, Peat Stand |

NGR 466759 437235

Site Type Peat Stand

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description An oval mound of relict peat located to the soaftlan area of peat cutting. It was possibly

used as a peat-drying stand and measures apprekriém long by 4.5m wide and is up to
0.4m high.
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Site Number 305

Site Name Long Swang, Peat Cutting I

NGR 466407 437291

Site Type Peat Cutting

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A single rectilinear peat cutting measuring apprately 49m long by 2m wide. The cutting

is steep-sided and is cut into the peat up to @é&ep.
e
Plate 145: peat cutting, Si&05

Site Number 306

Site Name Long Swang, Extractive Pit

NGR 466438 437265

Site Type Extractive Pit

Period Post-medieval
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Source Walkover survey
Description A possible sub-oval extractive pit. It is shallewtied and measures approximately 15m long

by 5m wide and 0.3m deep.

Site Number 307

Site Name Long Swang, Peat Stand Il

NGR 466414 437420

Site Type Peat Stand

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A circular mound of relict peat located near tlemtee of an area of peat cutting. It was

possibly used as a peat-drying stand and measppesxamately 12m in diameter by up to
0.4m high. There is a shallow scoop in the tophefrhound.

Iate 146:peat stan, Sita07
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Site Number 308

Site Name Long Swang, Peat Cutting llI

NGR 466405 437435

Site Type Peat Cutting

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A sub-rectangular area of peat cutting measurpgya&imately 145m long by 105m wide.
The area is raised 0.5m above the surrounding ¢apeéswhich has been completely cut of
peat. The peat surface has surviving corduroy sdgelicative of cutting, that are orientated
north-north-west/south-south-east and are up toapart. The northern end of the area
contains well-defined single water-filled cuttinggentated at various angles. Each of these
cuttings measure approximately 40m long by 2m wide.

Plate 147: peat cutting, Si&08

Site Number 309

Site Name Horseshoe Pond, Peat Stand

NGR 466139 437364

Site Type Peat Stand

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A small circular mound of relict peat located néwr centre of an area of peat cutting. It was
possibly used as a peat-drying stand and measppeexa@mately 4m in diameter by up to
0.4m high.

Site Number 310

Site Name Horseshoe Pond, Peat Cutting

NGR 466099 437338

Site Type Peat Cutting

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description An amorphous area of peat cutting located on tinthrside of Horseshoe Pond. It measures

approximately 270m long by 155m wide. The areaaised 0.5m above the surrounding
landscape which has been completely cut of pea.pHat surface has surviving corduroy
ridges, indicative of cutting, that are orientatexith-north-west/south-south-east and are up
to 6m apart. Part of the area is covered by ldtartation woodland.
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Site Number 311

Site Name Horseshoe Pond, Plantation

NGR 466139 437331

Ref no MNY 25895

Site Type Plantation

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A possible relict plantation located on the nonthgide of Horseshoe Pond. It is not marked
on the historic mapping. There are no external Haties marking the plantation, although
the area corresponds in part to an area of reat putting. The overall area measures
approximately 150m square and survives as remmdpigntation containing mature Scots
pines. The ridges in the area are peat cuttingaamaot evidence of machine cultivation for
tree planting.

Site Number 312

Site Name Skipwith Common, Reservoir

NGR 466737 437963

Site Type Reservoir

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey; Google Earth

Description A water-filled pond/pit located on the north-east of Skipwith Common. The pond was
presumably excavated as an extraction pit, butthers latterly used as the water source for
a series of line pits (Sit246) located further to the west.

Site Number 313

Site Name Skipwith Common, Drainage Ditch

NGR 466565 437903

Site Type Drainage Ditch

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey, Google Earth

Description A curvilinear drainage ditch that would have am@ly connected a reservoir to a series of
line pits (Site246) located on the north-east end of Skipwith Common.

Site Number 314

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store Dispersal |

NGR 464562 437022

Site Type Complex

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey; aerial photograph RAF/541/30
Frame 4039 — dated 17 May 1948; Google Earth,

Description An extant bomb store dispersal located within pleeimeter track on the east side of the
airfield. This is one of the small arms ammunitaord incendiary store areas.

Site Number 315

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store Dispersal Il

NGR 465463 437282

Site Type Complex

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey; aerial photograph RAF/541/30
Frame 4039 — dated 17 May 1948; Google Earth

Description An extant bomb store dispersal located on the gidst of the airfield. This is the high
explosives bomb storage area.

Site Number 316

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Bomb Store Dispersal Il
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NGR 465037 437342

Site Type Complex

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; walkover sey; aerial photograph RAF/541/30
Frame 4039 — dated 17 May 1948; Google Earth

Description An extant bomb store dispersal located on thestdstof the airfield. This is the fused bomb
storage area. The trackway running through the @rea the original alignment of King
Rudding Lane.

Site Number 317

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Runway and Dispersal

NGR 464178 436804

Site Type Runway

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; aerial phgtaph RAF/541/30 Frame 4039 — dated 17
May 1948; Google Earth

Description The currently extant remnants of Riccall Airfielthway, perimeter track and technical area
dispersals. These are only recorded from documenégearch. Seven buildings survive in
their original positions.

Site Number 318

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp |

NGR 464232 435983

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; aerial phgtaph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027 — dated
30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The currently extant remnants of a dispersed catriRiccall Airfield. The site was only
recorded from documentary research. The camp cespppart of the ‘technical area’ and
six buildings survive in their original positioriBhis site is outside the survey area.

Site Number 319

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp I

NGR 464302 435619

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The currently extant remnants of a dispersed catriRiccall Airfield. The site was only
recorded from documentary research. The camp wasdthe ‘WAAF Site No. 2’ and four
buildings survive in their original positions. Thae is outside the survey area.

Site Number 320

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp 11l

NGR 464159 435392

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth,

Description The currently extant remnants of a dispersed catripiccall Airfield. The site was only

recorded from documentary research. The camp waschshe ‘Sick Quarters Site’ and two
small structures survive in their original posisof his site is outside the survey area.
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Site Number 321

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp IV

NGR 464560 435371

Site Type Documentary Evidence

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The remnants of a dispersed camp at Riccall Adifidhe site was only recorded from
documentary research. The camp was named ‘Sit&'Nsmd no buildings survive in their
original positions. This site is outside the sureega.

Site Number 322

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp V

NGR 464717 435134

Site Type Documentary Evidence

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The remnants of a dispersed camp at Riccall Aifi#he site was only recorded from
documentary research. The camp was named ‘Sit&d’Nsmd no buildings survive in their
original positions. This site is outside the sureega.

Site Number 323

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp VI

NGR 464514 435669

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The extant remnants of a dispersed camp at Ridaéikld. The site was only recorded from
documentary research. The camp was named the ‘W3ifd=No. 1’ and seven buildings
survive in their original positions. This site istside the survey area.

Site Number 324

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp VII

NGR 464826 435768

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The currently extant remnants of a dispersed catriRiccall Airfield. The site was only
recorded from documentary research. The camp wasdshe ‘Communal Site No. 1’ and
twenty buildings survive in their original positenThis site is outside the survey area.

Site Number 325

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp VI

NGR 465122 435732

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The currently extant remnants of a dispersed catriRiccall Airfield. The site was only

recorded from documentary research. The camp wasdshe ‘Communal Site No. 2’ and
five buildings survive in their original positionghis site is outside the survey area.
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Site Number 326

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp 1X

NGR 465404 435360

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The currently extant remnants of a dispersed catriRiccall Airfield. The site was only
recorded from documentary research. The camp wag&Site No. 6’ and four buildings
survive in their original positions. This site istside the survey area.

Site Number 327

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp X

NGR 465539 435724

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The currently extant remnants of a dispersed catriRiccall Airfield. The site was only
recorded from documentary research. The camp wasdshe ‘WT’ [Wireless Telegraphy
Station], and one building survives in its origipalsitions. This site is outside the survey
area.

Site Number 328

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp Xl

NGR 465398 435807

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The currently extant remnants of a dispersed catriRiccall Airfield. The site was only
recorded from documentary research. The camp wagaéSite No. 4’ and nine buildings
survive in their original positions. This site istside the survey area.

Site Number 329

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp XII

NGR 465222 436157

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The currently extant remnants of a dispersed catriRiccall Airfield. The site was only
recorded from documentary research. The camp wasaéSite No. 2’ and eight buildings
survive in their original positions. This site istside the survey area.

Site Number 330

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Ancillary Camp Xl

NGR 465620 436245

Site Type Military Camp

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Dispersed Sites Plan 5117/45;ialephotograph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027
— dated 30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description The currently extant remnants of a dispersed catriRiccall Airfield. The site was only

recorded from documentary research. The camp wagaéSite No. 3’ and nine buildings
survive in their original positions. This site istside the survey area.
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Site Number 331

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Building

NGR 464428 437596

Site Type Documentary Evidence

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; aerial phgtaph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027 — dated
30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description A hutted building located on the north-west sidé&kicall Airfield. It is marked as ‘GPH’
on the airfield layout plan. The building has sibbezn demolished and no existing evidence
can be found on the ground.

Site Number 332

Site Name Riccall Airfield, Building

NGR 464770 437513

Site Type Documentary Evidence

Period Second World War

Source Riccall Airfield Layout Plan 5116/45; aerial phgtaph RAF/540/572 Frame 4027 — dated
30 July 1951; Google Earth

Description A hutted building is shown on the Second Worldr\&ifield layout plan and located on
Skipwith Common inside the runway perimeter neae 89. The building has since been
demolished and no existing evidence can be fourtti@ground.

Site Number 333

Site Name Skipwith Common, Field Boundaries

NGR 465421 437567, 465493 437630, 465691 437731, 46838750 and 465747 437674

Site Type Documentary Evidence

Period Unknown

Source Aerial photograph OS/71147 Frame 76 — dated 3 M@l ; Google Earth

Description A series of possible field boundaries associatétth the southern end of a complex
cropmarked field system on the northern edge giBikh Common (NMR SE63NE38). The
boundaries run a perpendicular or at right-angidhé axis of the field-system.

Site Number 334

Site Name Skipwith Common, Multiple Banks

NGR 466426 437747

Site Type Earthworks

Period Unknown; probably Bronze Age/lron Age

Source The Friends of Skipwith Common; walkover survego@le Earth; LIDAR

Description Earthworks comprising a series of discontinuowgiaes of linear multiple banks, aligned
approximately east/west. This feature extends atbagoute of Sandy Lane fol920m and
is ¢ 25m wide. The individual banks aze8m to 5m in width and range from 3m to 170m in
length. The feature was surveyed by The Friend&kgdwith Common in 2009-10.

Site Number 335

Site Name Sandy Lane, Peat Cutting

NGR 466359 437960

Site Type Peat Cutting

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A rectangular area of peat cutting located omitrthern edge of Skipwith Common, to the

north side of Sandy Lane. It measures approximé&télm long by 70m wide. The peat
cutting has surviving corduroy ridges indicativeonitting that are orientated north-north-
west/south-south-east and are up to 6m apart. fHzeig demarcated on the north and south
sides by earth banks and drainage ditches.
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Plate 14§eat cutting Site335

Site Number 336

Site Name Blackwood Road, Peat Cutting

NGR 466845 437984

Site Type Peat Cutting

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A rectangular area of peat cutting located oretgtern edge of Skipwith Common adjacent
to the west side of Blackwood Road. It measuresaqupately 95m long by 45m wide. The
peat surface has surviving corduroy ridges, indieadf cutting, that are orientated north-
north-west/south-south-east and are up to 6m apart.

Site Number 337

Site Name Blackwood Road, Drainage Ditch

NGR 466692 438048

Site Type Drainage Ditch

Period Post-medieval

Source Walkover survey

Description A curvilinear drainage ditch and bank, measuringr&45m long by 3m wide and embanked

up to 0.5m high. It is orientated roughly east/vwaedd is located to the on the northern edge
of Skipwith Common, following the southern boundafyan enclosed field on Blackwood
Lane. It drains the area on the north edge of ¢timencon into Southfield Drain.
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iR N

Plate 149: drainage ditch, S&&7

Site Number 338

Site Name Field Boundary, Skipwith North Common

NGR 466552 439908

Site Type Field Boundary

Period Post-medieval

Source LiDAR; OS 1854

Description Field boundary, running west-to-east, with a shergth of north-to-south-aligned field
boundary lining up with the western edge of ther$éy Wood plantation’ (Sit#51) on the
first edition OS map of 1854. The west-to-east lulaup also delineates the southern extent
of the field which formerly contained the Daneslitrook Moor) barrow cemetery (Site
118).

Site Number 339

Site Name Trackway, Skipwith North Common

NGR 466806 439497

Site Type Trackway

Period Unknown; ?Post-medieval

Source LiDAR; OS 1854

Description A trackway that is shown on the first edition O8pnrunning on a broadly north-east/south-
west orientation. It runs from Bonby Lane over tisenmon, to fields to the west of ‘North
Common Plantation’ (outside the survey area). éggidistant from and probably associated
with Sites175and175, a trackway and a section of hollow way showntengame map.

Site Number 340

Site Name Trackway, Skipwith North Common

NGR 466984 438552

Site Type Trackway

Period ?Medieval

Source LiDAR; OS 1854

Description A trackway clearly delineated on LIDAR and showntbe first edition OS map, running on

a broadly west/east alignment between Common Ro@d ark Road. It crosses the common
passing a series of sand pits, (SR2g, 228 and the Old Mill (Sit&231) before arriving just
south of Skipwith village centre.
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Site Number 341

Site Name Bank, South of Skipwith Mill

NGR 467124 438009

Site Type Earthwork

Period Medieval/Post-medieval

Source LIDAR; OS 1855

Description Linear bankgc 100m long, picked up by LIiDAR survey. It is oriediteorth-east/south-west,
at right angles to another bank of similar dimensi@Site248). Site 248 was a long,
prominent bank with ditches on either side, intetpd as a possible headland due to the
presence of ridge and furrow (S2d7) immediately to the north. As with Si@48 this
boundary is marked as a trackway on the OS fiiibednap; the bank must have delineated
the route. The trackway runs between Skipwith iiltl the line ponds (Si&46).

Site Number 342

Site Name Linear earthworks, North Common

NGR 466741 440205

Site Type Field System

Period ?lron Age

Source LiDAR

Description Three intersecting linears to the north of endlesl63 and to the east of two partial

enclosures formed of substantial banks and dit¢B&#es161 and219). The longest, at
130m, is orientated north/south. Towards its sauthextent it intersects with a west/east
oriented linear which is 150m long and may be associated with $#6 a substantial bank
and ditch. The western edge of the west/east linesato the immediate east of Site&l and
219 The third linear runs north from a rectangulatclesure (Sitel63) and intersects with
the west/east linear before continuing for a furth&0m to the north. The linears have been
identified from LIDAR,; they appear to be ditched Imay have associated banks. Similar
features in their environs (including the threelesgres161, 163 219 have bankg 2m
wide and ditches 0.5m deep. NMR plots outside the survey areatilitis the presence of
large areas of probably Iron Age field systems, &itds158 159 161, 163 219 and342
appear to be of similar form and orientation, leuhain largely extant and in apparently good
condition. Their locatiorr 260m to the north of the Crook Moor Iron Age barmemetery

is also suggestive of a prehistoric date.
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Plate 164: Peat stand, Sa@7
Plate 165: Peat cutting, Si38
Plate 166: Peat cutting, SB&5
Plate 167: Drainage ditch, SB&87
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