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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Lancaster University Archaeological Unit, at the request of Eric Thompson
Associates undertook an archaeological evaluation at Pye Motors, Parliament
Street, Lancaster, in December 1994. This work was conducted in advance of the
redevelopment of the site. The evaluation involved two phases of work: a desk
based assessment, followed by a field evaluation. This report documents the
results of the field evaluation.

The proposed redevelopment scheme limited ground disturbance to the St
Leonardsgate street frontage, and the field evaluation was thus focused on this
area of the site. A total of seven trenches was excavated, however no significant
archaeological deposits were revealed. The St Leonardsgate street frontage area of
the site had been extensively cellared, probably in the latter half of the nineteenth
century when a row of terraced houses was constructed. Only one small area of the
site did not appear to have been cellared (trench 6), but even here the subsoil was
truncated, and no in situ archaeological deposits were recorded.

The field evaluation detected no significant archaeological features or artefacts
within the area affected by the proposed development. On the basis of the above
results it is considered that no further archaeological work is required on the site,
providing that as outlined in the development proposals, the underlying deposits
across the site, with the exception of the evaluated area, are not disturbed during
the development programme.

The County Archaeological Curator should be informed of any modifications to
the redevelopment programme, which involve ground disturbance outside the
evaluated area, Mr Iles should also be notified immediately of any archaeological
discoveries made during the redevelopment of the site.
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1. INTRODUCTION

An application was made to develop the Pye Motors site, Parliament Street,
Lancaster in August 1994. The Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record
recommended that an archaeological appraisal of the site should be undertaken
before a planning decision was made. A brief stating the objectives of the
appraisal was prepared by Mr P. D. Iles of the Lancaster University Heritage
Planning Consultancy on behalf of Mr E. Thompson of Eric Thompson
Associates. The Lancaster University Archaeological Unit submitted a project
design for the work which was accepted, following discussions between the Unit,
Lancaster University Heritage Planning Consultancy, and the client.

The appraisal consisted of two elements, a desk-top survey and a field evaluation,
this report documents the results of the field evaluation. It was not necessary to
evaluate the entire site as the proposed development was to be built up following
the clearance of the present structures, and therefore any underlying deposits
should be preserved. The only area where excavation into the present ground
surface was planned was along the St Leonardsgate street frontage. The field
evaluation therefore concentrated on this area.

The purpose of the  field evaluation was to identify and record any below ground
archaeological features through a programme of trial excavation.
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2. BACKGROUND

2.1 Geology and topography

The Pye Motors site (NGR SD 4797 6206) is located in the north of the city and
lies on the first terrace of the river Lune, near the St Leonardsgate. The site is
bounded by Bulk Road, Phoenix Street, Parliament Street, and St Leonardsgate.
The trial excavations were focused on the St Leonardsgate street frontage area of
the site, which is presently occupied by a car park. The surface of the car park
dipped gently to both the north-east  and south-west.

The geology within the study area comprises Carboniferous sandstone overlain by
gravel terrace deposits.

2.2 History

The historical background of the site is briefly outlined below, a more detailed
history of the site can be found within the report which documents the results of
the desk-top-survey.

St Leonardsgate is indisputably a historic route out of Lancaster, although it
remains unclear as to when it was established (Iles 1994). Evidence from
excavations within Lancaster suggest that the basic ground plan of the town, may
have been founded as early as the Roman period. St Leonardsgate may represent
the line of a Roman road which extended from Lancaster along the southern side
of the Lune valley towards Overburrow Roman Fort. Traces of such a route have
been identified at Claughton, some three miles east of Lancaster, although no
direct evidence of such a routeway has yet been found within the city.

A leper hospital 'St Leonards Hospital' and priory were established adjacent to St
Leonardsgate by the end of the twelfth century. Nineteenth century antiquarians
recorded what they presumed to be the remains of these buildings, at the base of
Factory Hill (Iles 1994).

John Speed's map of the town dated to 1610 indicates that the St Leonardsgate
street frontage area was occupied by buildings at this date, and the northern part of
the site was crossed by the medieval mill stream. However, most of the site
appears to have remained undeveloped until the construction of a Sugar House
between 1684 and 1778, and the subsequent erection of the Phoenix Foundry in
1837. During this period much of the southern part of the site was occupied by
Robert Lawson's House and garden, and it is not until some time between  1849
and 1890 that the house was removed and Phoenix Street created.

By 1890 the foundry had been reorganised and a terrace of houses erected off St
Leonardsgate. Documentary evidence suggests that the foundry and houses were
demolished in the first half of this century, following which the Co-operative
Society Garage was constructed (Iles 1994).
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3. METHODOLOGY

3.1 Project design

The work has been carried out in accordance with the project design outlined in
the proposals submitted by LUAU to the Lancaster University Heritage Planning
Consultancy, and agreed by  Eric Thompson Associates in September 1994, based
on the brief supplied by Mr P. D. Iles of the above consultancy. The project brief
and design are included within the present report (Appendices 1 and 2).

3.2 The field evaluation

A limited programme of trial excavation was undertaken in the week beginning
19th December 1994 within the car park which now forms the west side of the St
Leonardsgate street frontage.

The objective of the evaluation was to establish the nature, extent, chronology,
and preservation of any archaeological deposits encountered within this area of the
site. It was originally planned to excavate two relatively large trial trenches
measuring 20m x 3m and 16m x 3m, however: the position of services, and nature
of the ground, dictated that seven smaller trenches were excavated instead. All
were dug using a large  wheeled hydraulic excavator fitted with a 1m wide
toothless bucket. All deposits and artefacts revealed within the trenches were
recorded on pro-forma sheets using a standardised recording system based on that
developed by English Heritage. Both sketch, and scale plans and sections were
drawn on-site, and a photographic archive was compiled. The location of  the
trenches was recorded using triangulation from surface features.

A full archive of the excavations will be produced to a professional standard in
accordance with current English Heritage guidelines (The management of
Archaeological Projects, 2nd edition, 1991)
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4. THE FIELD EVALUATION

Seven trial trenches (fig. 2) were excavated within the evaluation area, and the
stratigraphy within these is outlined below.

4.1 Trench 1

Trench 1 was located in the south of the car park, measured 9m in length, and was
aligned roughly north-south. The base of the trench was formed out of sterile,
stony, orange/brown natural sandy clay, which was located 3.10m below the
present ground surface. A substantial wall formed much of the eastern side of the
trench, and extended to a depth of 3m below ground level. The western face of the
wall appeared to have been plastered, and an entrance was visible within its
southern end. This feature almost certainly represents a cellar wall. This wall was
both butted and sealed by a substantial deposit, over 2.80m deep, of rubble. This
contained brick, concrete, and stone fragments, including quoins, lintels and sills,
it also produced a number of post-medieval pottery sherds, indicating that the
deposit was of relatively recent date. The rubble was sealed by a 0.05m deep
horizon of sand which was inturn overlain by a 0.10m deep band of coarse gravel;
these horizons represent modern make-up and were sealed  by car park
tarmacadam.

4.2 Trench 2

Trench 2 was located on slightly higher ground in the centre of the car park, it
measured 8m in length, and was aligned north-east to south-west. Natural
orange/brown stony sandy subsoil identical to that detected within trench 1 was
encountered at a depth of 3m below ground level. A substantial, 0.55m wide,
stone wall appeared to have been constructed directly above the subsoil. This wall
was located in the centre of the trench, and was aligned parallel with its long axis,
it extended a distance of 4.15m from the south end of the trench. The north end of
the wall was bonded into an identical stone wall orientated at right angles to it,
which extended across the width of the trench. All of the walls were over 2m high,
and almost certainly represent  cellar walls. A substantial, 2.40m deep, deposit of
rubble sealed the natural subsoil and cellar walls. This rubble was very similar to
that encountered within trench 1, consisting of a loose grey/brown sandy loam
which contained large fragments of stone, brick, slate, concrete, cinders, and
pieces of large diameter metal piping. No datable artefacts were recovered from
this horizon, although it was almost certainly of post-medieval date. It was
overlain by a 0.60m layer of coarse gravel make-up, which was sealed by the car
park tarmacadam.

4.3 Trench 3

Trench 3 was located just north of trench 2, measured 7.50m in length, and was
aligned north-east to south-west. This trench was excavated to a maximum depth
of 2m as unfortunately a live gas main was revealed within it. Natural subsoil was
not identified within this trench, its base was formed out of a black loamy rubble



8 Pye Motors, Lancaster

 Lancaster University Archaeological Unit April 1995 For the use of
Eric Thompson Associates only

horizon which contained large fragments of brick, concrete, stone, and large
sections of ceramic sewer pipe. This layer was overlain by a 0.15m thick horizon
of coarse gravel make-up, which was in turn sealed by car park tarmacadam.

4.4 Trench 4

Trench 4 was located within the north of the car park on slightly lower ground,
measured 5m in length, and was aligned north-east to south-west. Natural
orange/brown sterile sandy clay subsoil was encountered at a depth of 3.10m
below the car park surface, and was sealed by a very substantial, 2.80m thick,
rubble deposit. This was similar to the rubble encountered within the other
trenches, however as in trench 3, no cellar walls were identified. A blue potato
crisp packet was identified towards the base of the rubble, suggesting that this
horizon had been deposited within the fairly recent past. The rubble was sealed by
a 0.15m thick band of coarse gravel make-up, which was in turn sealed by the
tarmacadam surface of the car park.

4.5 Trench 5

Trench 5 was located directly east of trench 1, and was designed to examine
whether the cellar encountered within trench 1 continued up to the street frontage.
The trench measured 4m in length, and was aligned  north-south. Natural brown
sandy clay subsoil was revealed at a depth of 3.10m below the car park surface. A
set of concrete steps descending towards  St Leonardsgate was identified within
the eastern trench section, suggesting that this area of the site was cellared up to
the road line. The east face of the stone wall identified within trench 1 formed the
western trench section. The subsoil was sealed by a substantial, 2.80m thick,
rubble deposit identical to that identified within trench 1, this butted against the
cellar steps and wall. The rubble was overlain by a 0.20m deep layer of coarse
gravel, make up, which was in turn sealed by the car park tarmacadam.

4.6 Trench 6

Trench 6 was located directly east of trenches 3 and 5, and was designed to
examine an area nearer to the street frontage, it was 10.50m long, and was aligned
north-east to south-west. Natural orange/brown stony sandy clay subsoil was
encountered 1.10m below ground level in the south of the trench. A large almost
vertically sided  depression cut the subsoil 3.40m from the south end of the trench.
This extended to a depth of 3.20m and continued beyond the northern trench edge.
The depression extended beyond the north end of the trench and was filled with
large fragments of building rubble, which also sealed the subsoil in the south of
the trench. A 0.30m thick black cinder layer sealed the rubble, and was overlain
by a 0.20m deep layer of gravel, which was in turn sealed by the car park
tarmacadam.

Trench 6 varied from the other trenches in that an island of subsoil relatively near
to the present ground surface survived within the south of the trench. This part of
the site, unlike the other areas examined, did not appear to have been cellared.
However, even here the subsoil appeared to have been truncated by a relatively
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recent (post-medieval) rubble horizon, and no significant archaeological features
survived in situ.

4.7 Trench 7

Trench 7 was located in the south of the car park and measured 4m square. The
trench was excavated to a  maximum depth of c2.50m, as a deposit of blue
asbestos and yellow fire brick was revealed, and the trench was immediately
backfilled for health and safety reasons. Natural subsoil was not revealed within
the trench, which was cut through a substantial deposit, at least 2.30m deep, of
modern building rubble. This contained several large fragments of brick and
concrete as well as the previously mentioned asbestos and fire brick. The rubble
horizon was sealed by a 0.10m thick band of gravel road make-up, which was
overlain by car park tarmacadam.
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5. CONCLUSIONS

The primary aim of the evaluation was to establish the presence or absence of
archaeological deposits within the area threatened by the new development. The
evaluation confirmed that the area of land along the St Leonardsgate street
frontage had been extensively cellared, despite documentary evidence indicating
that the site may have had considerable archaeological potential.

The trial excavations revealed that the terraced houses erected on the site in the
later half of the nineteenth century had extensive cellars, and the construction of
these effectively truncated any surviving in situ archaeological deposits. When
these buildings were demolished, the resultant debris was probably used to infill
the cellars. A small area in the south of trench 6 did not appear to have been
affected by cellaring, and was probably located in the yard area associated with
these properties, however, even here the subsoil appeared to have been truncated,
and no in-situ archaeological deposits were recorded.
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5. MITIGATION RECOMMENDATIONS

No significant archaeological deposits were revealed during the trial trenching.
The field evaluation revealed that the St Leonardsgate street frontage area of the
Pye Motors site had been extensively cellared, probably in the later half of the
nineteenth century when the row of terraced houses was constructed. Only one
small area of the site did not appear to have been cellared (trench 6), but even here
the subsoil was truncated, and no in situ archaeological deposits were recorded.

The field evaluation detected no significant archaeological features or artefacts
within the area affected by the proposed development. On the basis of the above
results it is considered that no further archaeological work is required on the site,
providing that as outlined in the development proposals, the underlying deposits
across the site, with the exception of the evaluated area, are not disturbed during
the development programme. The County Archaeological Curator should be
informed of any modifications to the redevelopment programme, which involve
ground disturbance outside the evaluated area, Mr Iles should also be notified
immediately of any archaeological discoveries made during the redevelopment of
the site.
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