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SUMMARY

In April and May 2008, Oxford Archaeology (OA) ded out an

archaeological watching brief at St Michael’'s ChhycBarford St

Michael, Oxfordshire (NGR: SP 4327 3260). The weas commissioned
by the Parochial Church Council in advance of thetallation of new
drains along the south and east sides of the towke watching brief
revealed deposits of made ground probably origimatiduring the

construction of the south aisle in the 14th-centayd from the
restoration of the church in the 1850s. Also exgdasere probable 19th-
century repairs to the foundation plinth of the teside of the tower.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scope of work

111

112

In April and May 2008, Oxford Archaeology (OA) dad out an archaeological
watching brief at St Michael’s Church, Barford Sickbel, Oxfordshire (NGR: SP
4327 3260). The work was commissioned by the Pabcbhurch Council in

advance of the installation of new drains alongshigth and east sides of the tower.

A project design was agreed between OA and the Br@€to the commencement of
works.

1.2 Location, geology and topography

121

The village of Barford St Michael lies approximated km south of the town of
Banbury (Fig. 1). St Michael's Church is locatedtbe western edge of the village
and is sited on the top of a ridge of high grouhdmproximately 109 m above OD.
The underlying geology is a ridge of clay, siltdasiltstone running parallel to the
River Swere overlying clay (Geological Survey ok@r Britain, sheet no. 218)

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

131

1.3.2

1.3.3

The following is an edited history of Barford Stthtel and the Church of St Michael
taken from the Victoria History of the County of@a, volume XI.

The River Swere forms part of the northern boundsrihe parish and the village
grew up around a crossing point on the river ogpdsie hamlet of Barford St John.
The name Barford (“Barley ford”) points to the digrance of the river crossing for
early settlers. Both villages stand on the highugtbabove the valley floor which is
still liable to flooding.

Although the parish is traversed by an ancienteaumd lies close to the earthwork at
llbury (2 km to the east), no substantial tracepmhistoric settlement have been
found within its limits. Remains of what may haveebh a Romano-British village

were found near the site of Blackingrove Farm (Mn7 to the east), and similar

remains were found on Iron Down (2.2 km to the kBput

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. May 2008 1
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134

135

1.3.6

1.3.7

1.3.8

1.3.9

1.3.10

1311

In 1086, 21 inhabitants, including 5 serfs wereorded, rising to 29 property holders
by 1279. The Compton census of 1676 records adbte24 adults.

The earlier layout of the village, much obscuredhidern housing development, is
complex. To the west stood the church and moatesbmihouse and a triangle of

housing along Church Street and Lower Street, whilthe Hornbill area to the east

was another close packed group of houses. Theiativisetween the west and east
ends of the village suggests that the latter mayresent a seperate settlement,
perhaps associated with the manor of Barford Olaf.

The comparative lack of houses close to the chuwreldent on 19th-century maps
may have been the result of a serious fire in Wiieh is said to have destroyed 9
buildings in that area.

A tradition recorded in 1823, that there was aleast Barford St Michael, and a
related report of the discovery of the foundatianfs “massive walls” in the
churchyard remains unsubstantiated.

The church of St Michael stands at the west enthefvillage on a mound which
seems to be man-made, although it is possible ithatas built to support the
extensions made to the church rather than as #opfafor the original one. The
church comprises a chancel, nave, south aislehrantl south porches and a low
embattled tower in the angle between the chanakttesouth aisle.

In the 12th-century the church appears to have dseghonly a chancel, a short nave
and the tower (which is built in an unusual positan the south side of the chancel,
possibly because of the restricted nature of tigimad site). The continuation of the
tower’s plinth moulding around its west side shalwat there was no aisle at this
time. The church is distinguished by ornate norti south doorways datirgf150.
The superior quality of the north door, with italebrate beakhead design suggests
that, then as now, the manor house and the villagen that side.

During the 13th-century the church was enlarge@ stages. In the first the south

arcade of 2 bays and a narrow aisle were addedh&nsouth doorway presumably

repositioned. During the second the nave and #le aiere extended westwards by 1
bay. The chancel arch was also rebuilt and possit@ychancel extended eastwards
at this time. In the early 14th-century the sousireawas widened, the south doorway
was moved to its present position in the westegndral the north wall refenestrated

and possibly rebuilt. It is probable that the nerthdoorway was also moved to its
present position in the western bay at this timetet in the 14th-century the north

porch was added, the chancel remodelled and ther®wpper stage was added or
possibly an existing stage rebuilt.

In the 15th-century a large east window was ingertke roofs of the nave and
chancel rebuilt and 2 more bell openings were tagein the tower. This east

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. May 2008 2
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window was replaced by a much smaller window in ifi¢h-century. In 1854 the
south porch was added, possibly replacing an earntie.

2 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Aims

2.1.1 To identify and record the presence or absencengxtondition, quality and date of
archaeological remains in the areas affected bgélelopment.

2.1.2 To preserve by record any archaeological featurefeposits that may be disturbed
or destroyed during the course of any groundworks.

2.1.3 To make available the results of the archaeologiadstigation.

2.2 Methodology

2.2.1 The watching brief was undertaken as series of\a#ties during works that were
likely to impinge or damage any potential archagigal deposits or features.

2.2.2 A plan showing the extent of any excavations wastamed at a scale of 1:100 Fig.
2, Site plan) and any recorded sections were drawra scale of 1:20. All
excavations, any features and any recorded seatterss photographed using colour
slide and black and white print film. A general ptgraphic record of the work was
also made. Recording followed procedures detaitethé OA Field Manual(ed D
Wilkinson, 1992).

3 RESULTS

3.1 Description of deposits

South side of tower

3.1.1 These excavations consisted of a 0.5 m wide byrOdeep trench along the base of
the tower for the installation of a “French Draialhd 2 tapered pits each measuring
1 m by 1m located south of the trench directly undath the downspouts projecting
from the south side of the tower (Fig: 2, Site plan

3.1.2 At the base of the western end of the excavatitayar of orange brown clay silt
containing many sub-angular ironstone fragmentgK®). 2, Section 1) was exposed.
This deposit produced occasional fragments of dhateno dating material. This
material butted up to the base of the tower radimer did not appear to be cut by any
foundation trench.

3.1.3 Layer 3 was overlaid by a 0.25 m - 0.35 m deeprlajeark yellow brown clay loam
which also contained many sub-angular ironstongnfients (2). This layer produced
a single fragment of earthernware pottery.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. May 2008 3
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3.1.4 Sealing layer 2 was a 0.18 m deep layer of darl-grewn silt loam (1). This
deposit had few inclusions but produced fragmehtsotile glass, creamware pottery
and 2 fragments of clay pipe.

East side of tower

3.1.5 These works consisted of the removal of the exgsstone drainage channel adjacent
to the tower base, excavation of a 0.5 m wide tiefic4 m deep at the corner
between the chancel and the tower, lowering ton® & the south-east corner of the
tower, and the excavation of a 5 m long trench imopisouthwards down over the
edge of the building platform to contain a disclespgpe (Fig.2, Site plan).

3.1.6 A continuation of layer 2 was encountered in bdth trench adjacent to the tower
base and in the trench leading to the south atpthdsf 0.15 m below the current
ground level (Fig. 2, Section 2). Immediately adjaicto the base of the east wall of
the tower this deposit had been disturbed by a hateep by 0.6 m wide cut (4).
This contained a cement mortar bed upon which theesdrainage channel (5) had
been laid and also a concrete edging (6), alondbilstone channel.

3.1.7 Exposed when the drainage channel had been remea®the foundation plinth for
the east wall of the tower (7). The upper courdestanework for this plinth appear
to be contemporary with the towers constructionydwer at the interface between
the plinth and Layer 2 a course of sawn cut stdraesbeen inserted. It is surmised
that this was done to replace frost damaged storkewo

3.1.8 Overlying Layer 2 and butting up to the concretes\wacontinuation of the layer of
topsoil and turf (1).

3.2 Finds

3.2.1 Fragments of slate were recovered from Layer 3 dvewthese may be residual finds
in the imported material rather than evidence gf@rurch roofing material.

3.2.2 Fragments of 19th-century pottery and bottle glasse recovered from Layers 1,
together with a single piece of possible 17th-cenglazed earthernware from Layer
2. These finds probably represent disturbance efugpper layers both during the
1850s restoration of the church and from later mations.

3.3 Palaeo-environmental remains

3.3.1 No deposits suitable for palaeo-environmental sangplrere encountered during the
course of the watching brief.

4  DiscUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 The use of cement mortar to bed the stone draichganel (5), and the use of
concrete for the edging (6) indicates that the nkhhas been relaid during the 20th-
century. The presence of the replacement coursava stone blocks within the base

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. May 2008 4
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4.1.2

4.1.3

41.4

4.1.5

4.1.6

of the east wall of the tower suggests that pogsabpoorly maintained drain had
caused dampness to occur at the base of the tovlee past, leading to frost damage
of the bottom course of stonework. It is probabkg both the replacement stonework
and the rebuilding of the channel were part ofdhume action.

The alignment of the east wall of the tower diffslightly to that of the foundation

plinth, with the plinth projecting approximatelyl8. m further to the east than the
tower wall at the south-east corner, while the medst corner of the tower is flush
with the plinth. This difference in alignment mae hkevidence of 2 different

campaigns of construction, or possibly an errowken laying out the foundations
and the commencement of the construction of thetow

The foundation plinth exposed along the southegeedf the tower was parallel to
the tower wall. No evidence for a construction tmt the foundation plinth was
observed. It is possible that this is because linthpvas trench built or possibly that
material has been laid against the base of thertolaszuring any construction cut.

The presence of fragments of slate within Layendidates that this deposit is not
natural and that it represents a layer of madergtoli is possible that this material
was laid in order to construct a building platfotmnsupport the southern side of the
church, in particular when the southern aisle ef thurch was added in the 13th-
century. It is also possible that a greater deptthe foundation plinth of the tower

was exposed in the past and that this deposit widtsuip round it.

Layers 1 and 2 represent accumulations of graves@fdimilar that observed within
other churchyards.

No evidence was observed to support the conjethatethe high ground on which
the church stands is part of a castle mound, eithére form of structures or dating
evidence predating the construction of the church.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. May 2008 5
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context Type Depth | Width Comments Finds Date
1 Layer 0.18 m - Topsoil and turf Pottery, bottle C19th/
glass, clay pipe| C20th
stem
2 Layer 0.25 m- - Graveyard soil Pottery C17th/
0.35m C18th
3 Layer >0.1m - Made ground Slate C14th|?
4 Cut 025m| 0.6m Cut for stone drainage - C20th
5 Structure| 0.2m| 0.25n Stone drainage channgl - %1%t?]/
(earlier structure reused) 19t
6 Structure| 0.25m| 0.35m Concrete apron to east of - C20th
stone channel
7 Structure| >0.5m - Foundation plinth for tower - C12th

APPENDIX 2 BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES

IFA, 2001Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watchimigf’
OAU, 1992 Field Manual(ed. D Wilkinson)

Victoria History of the County of Oxford Vol.XI (edR.B.Pugh, 1969)

APPENDIX 3 SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name:St Michael's Church, Barford St Michael, Oxford€hir

Site code:BASTMC 08

Grid reference:

Type of watching brief: Hand excavation of new drainage trenches
Date and duration of project: 30th April to 2nd May 2008, 3 site visits
Area of site: 300 nf

Summary of results: The watching brief exposed a layer of made groefating to the
construction of the south aisle, 2 phases of granekygoil deposition and evidence of

remedial work on the foundation plinth of the eaatl of the tower.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus Housmey Mead,

Oxford, OX2 OES, and will be deposited with Oxfdrite County Museums Service in due

course.
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2 : Site plan and sections
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