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LATE IRON AGE AND ROMAN POTTERY
by Edward Biddulph

Introduction

et al.

Chapter 3

Table 3.1  Quantities of late Iron Age and Roman pottery by investigation phase  

Site No. sherds Weight (g) MSW (g)                     MV                              EVE ‘Completeness’ (mean EVE)



Berryfields

Fig. 3.1 Prehistoric pottery, nos 1-11
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Fig. 3.2 Prehistoric pottery, nos 12-16



Assemblage composition and pottery supply

Sources of supply

Berryfields

Table 3.2  Quantification of the late Iron Age and Roman pottery by fabric

Fabric         Description No. sherds Weight (g) MV              EVE

A  Amphorae

B  Black-burnished wares

C  Calcareous wares

E  Late Iron Age/early Roman wares

F  Finewares

M  Mortaria

O  Oxidised wares
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Table 3.2 (continued)

Fabric         Description No. sherds Weight (g) MV              EVE

R  Reduced wares

S  Samian wares

W  White wares

Z  Post-Roman wares



Berryfields

Table 3.3  Quantification of the late Iron Age and Roman pottery by form 

Form                      Description                                                                            MV EVE

A Amphorae

B Flagons

C Jars

D Jars or bowls

E Beakers

F Cups

H Bowls

I Bowls or dishes

J Dishes and platters



Camulodunum Camulodunum

Cam Cam
Cam

et al.
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Table 3.3 (continued) 

Form                      Description MV EVE

K Mortaria

L Lids

Z Indeterminate forms



Cam

Berryfields
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Chronological trends from phased groups

c
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Table 3.4  Late Iron Age/early Roman pottery (Phase 3). Quantification by estimated vessel equivalent (EVE)

Fabric                                                                          Form                                                                       Total EVE % EVE
                                 C                  CH                    CJ                    CN                    EA                   ED                 HA

Table 3.5  Early Roman pottery (Phase 4). Quantification by estimated vessel equivalent (EVE)

Fabric                                                                                  Vessel class                                                           Total EVE     % EVE
                                    A                B                C              E              F               H               J             L             Z



c

Chapter 3

Table 3.6  Middle Roman pottery (Phase 5). Quantification by estimated vessel equivalent (EVE)

Fabric                                                                                Vessel class                                                                        Total EVE % EVE
                          A             B            C            D              E             F            H               I               J              K            L



Special deposits

Pit 3067

Berryfields

Table 3.7  Late Roman pottery (Phase 6). Quantification by estimated vessel equivalent (EVE)

Fabric                                                                              Vessel class                                                                Total EVE % EVE
                            B                C                D                 E                H                 I                J               K               L
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Table 3.8 Pit 3067: vessel class by context. Quantification by estimated vessel equivalent (EVE)

Context                                                           Vessel class                                                              Total EVE
                                    C                                E                                 H                              I/J                                 L

Fig. 3.3 Complete or near-complete pottery from pit 3067

Table 3.9 Pit 3067: ware group by context. Quantification by sherd count

Context                                                                                            Ware group                                                                               Total sherds
                       A                B                C                    E                  F                M                 O                R                 S                  W



Funerary pottery

Other complete or near-complete pots

Berryfields



Pattern of pottery deposition

Chapter 3

Fig. 3.4 Butt-beaker in grog-tempered ware from Phase 5 pit 3059. The vessel had been repaired in antiquity

Table 3.10 Pattern of pottery deposition by feature type

Feature type Sherds Weight (g) MSW                       MV EVE Completeness



Berryfields

Table 3.11  Pattern of pottery deposition by major landscape group

Group       Description Sherds Weight (g) MSW       MV           EVE Completeness
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Fig. 3.5 Scattergram plotting ceramic assemblages of landscape groups based on the relationship between mean
sherd weight and ‘completeness’ (mean EVE)



Settlement status and function

Corinium

Berryfields

Fig. 3.6 Scattergram showing the comparative proportions of jars and open forms (bowls and dishes) in phased
ceramic assemblages from settlements on Akeman Street, based on quantification by EVE



et al.

et al.

c

et al.
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Aspects of pottery use

Burning, blackening and limescale

testum patina

et al.

Use-wear

Graffiti

Modifications

Berryfields

Table 3.12  Types of burning or blackening by form. Quantification by count of vessels

Form           Fabric                                                             Category                                Total
                                                                                                                 1               2            4               5              6              7               9



et al.

Repair

in situ

Cam
c

et al.

et al.

et al.
Cam

Local production 

Catalogue of illustrated pottery 

Context 3060, fill of pit 3059

Cam

Phase 3. Ceramic date: early/mid-1st century AD

Ditch 3364, group SG 8021

Cam

Phase 3. Ceramic date: early/mid-1st century AD

Context 3017, fill of pit 3008
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Fig. 3.7   Roman pottery, nos 1-13
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Fig. 3.8   Roman pottery, nos 14-36



Cam

Phase 4. Ceramic date: mid-1st century AD

Ditch group SG660

Phase 4. Ceramic date: mid-late 1st century AD

Context 3849, fill of pit 3848

Phase 5. Ceramic date: mid-2nd century AD

Berryfields

Fig. 3.9   Roman pottery, nos 37-59



Context 3074, fill of pit 3067, G10

Phase 6. Ceramic date: mid-3rd century AD

Context 3275, fill of pit 3270, G10

Phase 6. Ceramic date: mid-late 3rd century AD

Context 447, fill of pit 446
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Fig. 3.10 Roman pottery, decorated samian and a mortarium stamp



Phase 6. Ceramic date: 4th century AD

Context 448, fill of pit 446

Phase 6. Ceramic date: 4th century AD

Context 334, fill of ditch 333, group SG358

Phase 6. Ceramic date: AD 325-400

Context 540, fill of pit 539

Phase 6. Ceramic date: mid 3rd to 4th century AD

Pottery of intrinsic interest

MEDIEVAL POTTERY by Edward Biddulph

CLAY PIPE by Kate Brady

CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL 
by Cynthia Poole

Introduction and methodology

Roman 

Berryfields



Fabrics

Fabric B

Fabric C

c

Fabric D

Fabric E

Brick

bessalis pedalis lydion

Flat tile

tegulae

Tegulae

tegulae

Imbrices
Imbrices

Flue tile

voussoir
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Discussion of the Roman tile

Post-Roman

c

tegulae

Berryfields

Fig. 3.11 Ceramic building material

tegulae



FIRED CLAY by Cynthia Poole

Introduction and methodology

Chapter 3

Table 3.13  Quantification of fired clay by form and fabric

Fabrics                                      A                        B                      H                         Q                         V                     X1 Count

Fabrics                                      A                        B                      H                         Q                         V                     X1 Weight (g)



Fabrics

Fabric A

Berryfields

Table 3.14  Quantification of fired clay forms by phase

Unph LPreh    LIA-ER ER E-MR MR LR Med PMed Ro Count
Phase                                     0             2             3             4          4/5            5             6               8           8?             9         ?9           10

CBM?                                                                                                                                                                                  1                  1

Unph LPreh    LIA-ER ER E-MR MR LR Med PMed Ro Wt (g)
Phase                                     0             2             3             4          4/5            5             6               8           8?             9         ?9           10



Fabric V

Fabric Q

Fabric B

Fabric H

Character of the assemblage

Portable oven/hearth furniture

Chapter 3

Table 3.15 Quantification of fired clay fabrics by phase

Phase\Fabric                                    A           B         H           Q          V         X1   Count             A           B         H        Q        V     X1 Weight (g)

Fig. 3.12 Fired clay



Structural fired clay 

Briquetage 

Discussion

WORKED STONE by Ruth Shaffrey

Phased

Berryfields



c

ad hoc

Unphased

Discussion

c
et al

Catalogue of worked stone 
Rubbed stone

Tessera

Upper rotary quern fragment
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Probable rotary quern fragments

Probable rotary quern fragments

Millstone, probably an upper

Berryfields

Fig. 3.13 Worked stone



Worked stone, possibly from a quern

Dwarf column fragment

Pebble hone/rubber

Wall veneer

FLINT by Michael Donnelly

Introduction

Raw material and condition

Chapter 3

Table 3.16  The flint assemblage. Quantification by count
of objects

Category type                                                      Count

Blade index                                                  30.85% (29/94)

The assemblage 



Berryfields

Fig. 3.14 Worked flint objects

et al.



Key contexts

Discussion

ad hoc

ROMAN COINS by Paul Booth

Introduction

The assemblage 

Chapter 3
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Table 3.17  Quantification of coins by issue period and
phase 

Date                       Reece             Total         Phase         % of coins 
                              period             coins          total     assigned to phase

Ticinum

Fel Temp
Reparatio

Securitas Reipublicae
Gloria Romanorum

Gloria Novi Saeculi



Site contexts

Ticinum

Chapter 3

Table 3.18  Coin assemblages from local sites and selected regional roadside settlements

Date                                            Reece               Berryfields         Billingsfield       Walton Court             Cow           Magiovinium        Alchester 
                                                   period                                            evaluation            Aylesbury                Roast              combined               A421



Berryfields

Table 3.19  Coin assemblages from selected regional rural settlements

Date                                                           Reece                       Grendon                  Mantles Green                  Fenny                       Wavendon                                   
                                                                  period                     Underwood                    Amersham                    Lock MK                       Gate MK                                      
                                                                                                      Rural                       Villa estate?                      Rural                            Rural                                        
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                                Wood Corner                     Broughton Manor Farm/                   Bancroft                                Bancroft                           Bourton 
                                      MK64                                  Brooklands, MK                              MK                                        MK                               Grounds
                                       Rural                                    Rural, complex                           Villa etc                      Temple/mausoleum etc                 Temple

Local and regional context

Magiovinium

et al.



et al.
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c

Berryfields



METAL AND GLASS OBJECTS by Ian R Scott

Introduction and methodology

Assemblage composition

Chapter 3

Table 3.20  Summary quantification of the metals assemblage by object function and site phase (object count) 

Function                                                                                                 Phase                                                                          Total
                                                     2                3                4                  5                   6                8                   9 unph u/s                   



Berryfields

Fig. 3.15 Metal objects, nos 1-22



Bronze Age metal finds

Catalogue of prehistoric metal objects
Socketed axe

Awl

Roman metal and glass objects

Chapter 3

Fig. 3.16 Metal objects, nos 24-28



Catalogue of Roman metal amd glass objects 

Simple bow brooch

Simple bow brooch

Simple bow brooch

Small two-piece Colchester brooch

Two-piece Colchester brooch

Hod Hill brooch

Berryfields



Bow brooch 

Bow brooch

Bow brooch

Plain annular brooch 

Armlet

Bracelet or armlet

Bracelet or armlet

Melon bead

Hair pin

c
Spoon probe

Circular hand mirror

c

Buckle tongue

Cavalry harness pendant

Lion head stud

Smith’s hand hammer

Axe head

c

Stock knife

Biconical lead steelyard weight

Net weight

strip of thin lead sheet

Medieval metal objects

Catalogue of medieval metal objects (not illustrated)
Long cross penny

Rowel spur

Ampulla

Simple folding clasp

Simple folding clasp

Oval buckle frame

Oval buckle frame

Five-sided strap loop
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Buckle plate or strap end

Strap end

Late medieval and post-medieval finds

Catalogue of post-medieval objects (not illustrated)
Groat

c

Halfpenny

Halfpenny

Double oval buckle

Horseshoe

Horseshoe

Horseshoe

Horseshoe

Horseshoe

Horseshoe

horseshoe

Horseshoe nail

Horseshoe nail head

Harness bell

Metal objects from Aylesbury Vale Parkway

Composition of the assemblage



Catalogue of illustrated material
Langton Down brooch
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Fig. 3.17 Metal objects from Aylesbury Vale Parkway

Hod Hill brooch

bracelet

Hair pin

nail cleaner

IRON SLAG AND RELATED HIGH-
TEMPERATURE METALWORKING DEBRIS
by Lynne Keys, with a contribution by Edward
Biddulph



Metalworking debris from Aylesbury Vale
Parkway by Edward Biddulph LEATHER SHOES by Quita Mould

Berryfields

Fig. 3.18   Leather shoes



WOODWORK by Damian M Goodburn

Introduction

Summary of the woodwork 

Objects from pit 3067

Saw baulk SF 2685

c

unciae

c

c
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c
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Fig. 3.19   Abandoned oak saw baulk (timber 2685),
with two planks still joined at the axe cut ‘felled end’



c c

et al Radially cleft oak stake timber SF 2684

c
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Fig. 3.20 Diagrams showing three stages in making the late Roman saw baulk (timber 2685): A) felling the small parent
oak, B) axe-squaring (hewing) the parent log, C) the saw baulk set up for the ‘tripod sawing’ method to make planks
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Fig. 3.21   Two representative stakes from the edge of
the later Roman waterhole: A) radially cleft ¼ log stake
2684, B) cleft half ash pole stake 2715

Ash pole stakes partially excavated and one more
complete example, SF 2715

Small roundwood ‘stakes’ SF 2661 and SF 2617 

Cleft oak and willow basketry tray SF 2687



The size and form of the basketry tray and its
construction c

c

c
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Fig. 3.22 Late Roman basketry tray, SF 2687: A) the basket exposed , B) Dana Goodburn-Brown conserving
the basket, C) the basket being prepared for lifting



c
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The form of the basket and its likely uses

A brief comparison with other Roman-period basket
finds from Britain

Berryfields

Fig. 3.23   Detailed drawing of late Roman basketry tray (SF 2687), showing the split oak or ‘spelk’ base and the
willow rod sides, and other wooden objects



Some parallels in recent traditional British basketry

Ash mallet head SF 2678
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Fig. 3.24   Drawing of small Roman ash mallet head
(SF 2678)

c

Carved wooden vessel fragment SF 2731
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Simple ash tool handle

Small worn broken handle SF 228

c

Miscellaneous worked wood

Oak piles 5667 and 5668

in situ

c

c

et al.
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et al.

c

Berryfields
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Fig. 3.25 Oak piles 5667 and 5668, probably once part of a bridge carrying Akeman Street across the River Thame




