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SUMi\,r^tì\'

Ot/òrcl tlrchucolryy (Otl) urríel out. u fì.t:ld ettrltrution rtt. ,5'tr¡ttlt'.s
'.lhtrt.tltrtrl )1trrl, It'or¡ncr I4/trnttge l,ltlraj, l4/tntuge. 0:/òrtl.shix: (N(ìll ,SU

43975 l,\325) ott lrclttlI ct/ 'l'he Da,elr4tntent ])lonning PurtttL ship Lttl.
'l'hc et¡ulttul.ion didn't e.tposc trttlt orcltueologicul .fealures or dc¡osit,t ll e-

tktling Iha co17.\/ntcli.on ol the ccutal v,hat'l'itt tlta eurllt I800's. .

I lNl'rìoDUc'noN

1.1 l,ocâtion and sco¡rc of worli

LL1 ìn -lattr.tatl' 2$Q(1 OA call'ied out a field evalualion at Smí1h's lìår]sllor:t Yat'd, IrorÏrcr-

Wantage Whar f, Wantage, Oxloldsh jre on behall ol''l'he .Developrrent Pla:lring

Parluet'ship l-1d in respect oia planning applìcation for c<lr'ìs1r'uclior'ì ol59 dweliings

wjth acccss, 1;alking and lalclsoaping on tlre sile (Piaunìug AltpJicatìcru No.

WAN/I9361) (l;ig. 1). 'lhe brìcf was sel by and a WSI agreed wìth I1ugh

Cocìdìng1on, Depuiy County ArcbaeoJogical Olficer of Oxfoldshi:.e County Councí1,

1 .2 Geologv and tol)ogrâplìv

1.2.1 flre cleveloprrent sil.e is âpploxilìrately 0.5 ha il ar-ca, and is located Lo tl'ìe ror'th ol'

Mill Sfleel opposrte tbe lbwn Mill and 200 tl west oll.he Mârl(ct. Place (NGIì: SU

396 881). I-clcorìlbe Ìllook is siluated 40 m to the eâst of it.'lìle sile was forrlelly a

trâ)lsport yald.

1 .2.2 'lhe ulcle; lyrng geology is Greensand and )'en'ace gravel w;l.h over-Jy;lg dcltosits of
alluviunr.

1 3 .Archaeologicalandhistoricalbacl<ground

1.3.1 "i'hc ai'chacological backglound to the evâluâljoll hâs beeu thc subjl:ct ofa separ¿ìte

lìuìlding Asscssnlent and WSI (OA 2005), tl'ìe l'esùlts of which arc presentcd bclow.

TÌlc sjte rtsell'h¡s ploduced ij:rjted alchaeological evidcnce. although thele are sor'le

knou,n sitcs r¡'i1h alchaeological lcmains âdjacell to the developr¡cnt si1c.

1.3.2 l'hc sitc o1'thc pr:oposcd dcveìo1:mcnt lies wjthi the bounds of tlre Rontanollt'itish

setl.lculcllt al \\/zlÌt¿rge. AlchaeologicaJ excavâtior'ì pliol lo the colslruction of the

1'ìorìsing es1.a1e ofl'lìolls Coull ir 1993-4 by Cotsu'old A::chacoJogy lcvcalecl tlte

l)resellce ol cxle:rsive Ììomano-lll itish se1 el'l'rer'rt (IÌoìblook & 'lhonas, I 996). J'hc

cxcavation levcaled actìr,it), cìatìng lìom the lâ1cr 1s1 ccnlurJ tl'ìlorìgh to the câr:ly

Saxon pcrrocl. 'Jihc car-licst phase r¡,as ideltified as a ser-ìes of field bounclal-ies.

Duling the 2nd ccnlur'¡, a sln¿rll grâlarl/ w¿rs constr-uc1cd along with a lcctalgular'

Lrr"rrlcûng thal pr-obabìy had a domcslic lunction. llhesc were clenoì;shed du; irg the

lalet' 3r.1 ccntùll, and r.eplaced in the ear'Ìy 4th cenlurl by a square struclùt e. l-he

depth of the l'oundations showecl that this bLrilding supportecl urore thar ore floo1 and

it has becn irlter?r'eled as a tower gralrary, Thc l{onrano-lìr'itish activit¡' could bc part
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ofìthe sclllcn'lclrt Òr'llárl ol'â \/illa cstrtc. 'l'his lattcl intelplcta1ion has bccn clllanccrl
ìry lhc c1ìscovcly of a vjl1a, rvjtlr sinrìlar occrpafior llJtascs of1' I ) cnch r¡¡olth lìtr¿id.'ìlrt

cari¡,Srxon 1.rcr'ìod sav a crc¿rliorl r¡1'.r se|ics ofdilched crclosLrrîs. I)Ùr'ing the

cviiluatjo;r ¡rh:rsc a nunrT.er ol loolt rvcìghls dâtinp, to thrìt pcr-iod u'cr-c nlso li¡untl.

1.3.3 lìo, lanolllitìsh l'eatulos havc also ìrc,n lì¡und ol the cast sidc of'thc Lctconrbc

Ill'ook ancl soùth olMill Strcct or thc wcst sjcle of Lhe blook, wìrich coLrJd leplcsent
par-l of'a ìargel sctllemcnt. Although no sh'uclulal cvide ce olAnglo Saxorl

settlen]erl bas becn lound the docurììcrìLary ard altefaclual eviclonce süggesls thal i1

may lie in the ploxirnity of the l:r'ook.

T'he V/ilts and Berks Cnnal

1 .3.4 Wantar¡e Whal f was bui)t following an Act of I 795 to scrve the Wilts aud Bcr ks

Caral, u,hich starled lile û'om a junction with lhc Kernel and Avor Clalal at

Scr'ìrjrÌgtol. 11 ran in a northerly dileclion between the Cotsrvolds Ilills and the

Malbolough l)or¡ms, lhen ol to l¡e Vale of the Whitc llorse to Abìngclon on the
'l'hancs. 'lhe caual had rcached Sr¡,indon by 1804 and six yeals later the short

bl alchcs Lo Ch4rpenharl, CaLre , LongcoL arrd Wantage urele co:r.rpleted. 'l'he prirlary
purpose fol llìe constluction of thc canal wâs to cârry coal along the Vale ol the

White I:lolsc (Smaìl 2003 8).

1 .3.5 '1'he Wantage blanch lefl the main watel-way just 10 tlre wcst olthe Glove lock, and

lan lor neally a mile to the whalf at the bottonl of Miil Stl'eet (Wilk;lsou 2004 13).
'lhe l'liskins famiìy had Ixenrìses on the whal'Îs il the Wa:rtagc alea and il is hror¡,u

that Jamcs lJiskjns & Sor.r opcratcd lronr Wantagc Wiralf duling the late 19th

cr:nlrìry. l-lìey dealt ìn coal, coke, saì1, hay, slr'aw, com and 'celebraled mallur-es'

(Wilkinson I985), The Wantage alea in paÍicuial was known I'ol the ex1:rolLalion of
grâin and threshirg rlachines (lìuller, dalc unknown).

1.3.6 'l'he canal is siglificanl in linking the towr'ì lo L,ondol via the'lhaurcs, to ll¡istol ancl

to the i¡dustl ial arcas of the Micìlânds ald the North. The canals also facilitatcd thc

buildrng and louar plau of Wârìtage as consideraLrle qùâr)litics of building nater'ìa1s

were can ied by lhc boaLs. Lr the I 8ó0s \\¡a:rtagc invcsted jn the build;ng oi' a l¡r'and

ne\\¡ sewage syslerl a;rd nu lerous houses, and reconslr'ucted r)lost of j1s 1oâds.

lJlicks, Liles and slone an ived legr"rìally at Wâr)1age Whalf, whioh elabled thc

corÌslrlrctiÕn o1'the Convelt, lhe lìaptist Church, ancl the Methodist Chulch. 'l-lre

social ínrplications of the canal were nol as Lreneficiai alld W¿ìllagc car:rcd the

repul.atiol'ì of 'Black Wanlagc' duc (in pad) 1o thc behavioul ol the navvies (Phihlr

r97 t).

1.3.7 'l'he caual rvas also utilisecl in thc corstrucfiôn ol'lhe Greât Wcslcln Rallway when

boats wcre carrying large qùanlitir:s ofrraterial uscd in its constluction. 'lhe
jnrporlancc ofthe canal to the raih¡'a¡, j5 sll¡r1ry¡ by the 1àct th¿ìt it is ne\rcr rnore thalr

1wo urjles ûom 1he li;re olìlbe canal. Ì-his lcd to thc r'r'ìôst Profitab)c ycals fbr'thc

canaì in '1840 and 1841, $4len plÒfits antountetl Io [9,000 in both ycars.'lhe succcss

a d plofitabilrt¡, of the Wllts and llerl{s Canal durìng col)stmclion of the GWR was

ç) Oxlord 
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sorDow¡¿ìt ìr'onic as thc spreacl oi'tlrc ncw r.ailway nc{u,or'ìr u,as jnsllurrcntal jn lhc

clcclinc arrl cvcnlual cxrlJapsc ol tltc canal (Scathard Ì-005),

I.3.8 lr 1875 thc Wanlage Iì-rmwry opcrrcrl anci this scrrr cd t{) opcralc ìn hulnrony u,ith

thc r .¡lal bLrt by 1895 tlrc Sor¡rcr.se{ (ir¡rlJLcld was u,, r'kcd ont anrJ thc nrajn lc¿rson 1ìrr.

the cxistcnce oflhc c:rr¡l rvas ¡ione. In 1905 tlle trânrw¿r), conrpaìr.,tool( ovcr-pall ol'

thc tvhar-l'site ancl converlccl it ìrto a goods yar-d (Wilki:rson 2004 17). A pholograph

. clatìlg to c. I 904 shows tbe pool oondition of the oa:raL. 'l-hc lasl boat rccol'ded jn

Waiìtâge Whallwas in the mid-l890s aud il r¡,as or)ly ablc to lrârìsporl 17 tons

co;rpalcd u'ith thc designed lilrit of34 tons. 'l'his was due to scvele siltj g up olthe
cha:lnel due to lack of dledging, r'ecluoilg the avaiÌable depth oI watcr', l3y 1 900

tlallc had alÌ but ceased and the canal was ofhciall¡, closcd on.luly 31, 1914. A
public lootpath now lollows the ìjne of l.he canal.

2 ìt\/^LU^TìoNMtil'HoDol-ocY

2.1 .I 'fhe cvalualior cursisted of 'lbl-ee lrenches eacir measuring 30 m long and 2 m r¡,icle

(Fig. 2).'l'he ovcl'burdcr was reuroved undel close arohaeologìcal super"vision by a

3(r0'nechanical excavatoL fittcd \À,íth â loothlcss bucket.

2.1 .2 'l'he trenchcs r¡,clr: clealcd lty hancì and the rcvcalcd lcalules rver-e samltlcd tcl

deteinjue thejr extent and na1.ure, aud to l'etl-icve 1ìnds and envìr'onlental sar.rples.

AìJ arcJraeoJogìcal leâtures were plzinned and udre:'e excavated thcil soctions dr-awn

at scales of I :20. All lèatules wele ¡:hotoglaphed using coioul slide and black aud

wlrite prìnt filrn. Recolcììng fbllowed plocedules Iaid down tn llte OAU Fieldworl¡

,\4unuaÌ (ed. D Wilkinson. 1992).

3 lìIÌsuLTs:DlrscRrPl'toNs

3. I Dcscription of deposits

T\'ench I (Fig. 3)

3.I .I 'lhis t elch u'as orieirtcd N\À¡ - Sll and r)reasul ed 30 m long x 2 m wicle and

exc¿ì\,âtcd 10 a dePlh of 1.6 m into a sclies oflaycrs ofnatu:-al aJ)Lrviun (109. 110,

1l I and i12) oflight blown ancl bluish gley silry c)ay.'lhís had bcen lr'uncaled by a

band of vely dark 1¡lackjsh bro\¡,r'r peat ( Ì 08). parL of a l'olxler waLcrcourse. Scaling

thcse cleposìts u,as a 0. I n Lo 0.25 m fhick layer of cultivafed soil of dar* r'eddish

I.lou,n sílty clzry loa:1, wbrch had been cut b¡, the construction cul (10ó) lor a br-ick

cr"rlvelt (105) canying l-elconrbc tsr'ook. Only 2.5 m x l.l nì x 0.4 m of u,hat was

exPosed in ll'ìe trench. 'l-his r¡'as covclecì ì:¡, a back fill of dalk leddish blown silty
clay (1 04). v,hich rvas scalcd belorv a 0.50 m rhick mid gle¡, þ¡6ea.t silty clay (103)

and a 0.20 m to 0.7,5 :l thick layel ol hght blue and groy silty sand (l 02). 'l-his

leprcsenled upcasl n.ìatclial for the conslnìction oflhc cilnal u'hall'in 1810. Seal;ng

this was a 0.5 ur to 0.18 m lhick compact black ash r¡,ith leddish blou'u silt¡' sì^t '''rc1

an ilonstoìre base (101), u4rjch u'as the yald surlace lol'the u4ralf f:-onr the l91h

ceululy u,ith D]ore rccerì1 r'e]:air.'s zurcl urÒde:: re-sul'laolng relllcsel]t(]d by ìayer (100).

() Oxlbrd 
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Tl ench 2 (Itìs. 4)

3.1.2 'lìcnch 2 u,as olicntccl Nll - SW and rrc¿rsulcd 29 nr loug x 2 ur u,idc and exc¿rr atcrl

to a deplÌr of L2- rn into l sclics oJ rr,Ln-al allrrviunr layels (20'l tn,-1209) ol glcyish

blue and ììght blown sil:¡, clay.'fhcsc harl bcon cor¡tanrirricd by diescì fì-orn;rcalby

storage Lâìlks at the norlrì-easlo|n end o1'lhe lrcDch. Sealir,¡ this u,as a 0.I5 r.n thicl<

vely dark greyisir glecn silty sand (206), r¡,hich appcaled to be upcast llatcrìal fionr

u,harf constluction. 'l'his was sealcd below a 0.I rl thick ledclisìr bl'orvn silty clay

(205)baseof lol-llel 19th-century yarcl sullace lol the wharf. Over'lying this was a

0.3 l¡ lhick dcnrolitiol/ makc up layel ofver¡, clark greyish browr siily sand (204)

contains a lot ofbrick rubblc. lt had bcen cut Lry a rnodern vcltical sided lèatule (203)

lrar:tJy exposed il seclion with a mid blown sìlty clay Jìll (202) containing bricks ard

a railway sJeeper'. Sealilg alÌ these deposìts w¿rs the preselt yard sullace (201 ) ofa
colnpact gla\rel ancl hardcolc u,i1h flagments of conclete and a 0.07 n layel olLamac
(200)

Trench 3 (l-ig. 5)

3.1.3 Tleuch 3 was or jeltecl Slj - NW and llcasul'ed 31 mlongx2mwide. h was

excâ\,â1r:d to a rlaxinum depth oi L7 rl and cut into the nalural alluviurn of gr-eyish

bluc and iight blou,l sìhy cla¡, (32{r, 331 and 332).'lhis had beon cut by atural

sl.realrs fillcd \À,ilh peal (319 ard 333), At tlìc no lr-rvcst cud olthe tlench a 0.5 m

ihìck layel ofdalk leddish l¡r'ou,n silLy cla¡, cultìvatecl soìl (324) was jden1.jfied,

which had bcen cuf by the corstr uctjon cul (31 8) fol' thc brick culverr (31 7). 'l-his was

the sanre culverl (105) as scen iu'l-r'ench L It had two backfills ofmid blue gley silty
clay (31 5) ancl ;:edcJjsh lxown silty clay (31 6). A spr ead of mid gley brown silty clay

(314) v,as ovcrlying this.'l-hcse r¡,eie all sealed below a 0.3 m thick Jight ledrlish

blorvn siìt¡, sancl u,i1h slone rubblc (329) overlaìn by a scries of black ash and ciuder'

dcposiLs (-128 and -130), whici] fepresentcd thc 19th-cenlury surface to the wbarf. 'fhis

has l¡ecn cul by a drain (327) and was fi lled by a dar-k gley brown sìlty cla1, (3 1 3)

wjth celallrc pipc and slonc lìnilg. Also jdeutlficd was the construction Lrench (325)

fo;: a be 11 run t'om a standing cngine to thc rccl brick wolkshop 1o lhe nol.[h of the

site. I'he trerch was bncklired (30ó) with a rnid gley brou,n siìt¡' sl3¡, (305) backfill.
'1'his had beclr crìt by lafe 20th-centur'¡, den.rolition cut (307) rerlo\/ilg thc enginc

pìatlornr and bell run. 'l'his cut was fillcd by a loosc r-ccldrsìr blown bl'ick lubble
(304.). 

^1 
the nortir-west elrcJ ol'the lrench a wâll (308) ol'lough hewn sl.one ard blick

was ol¡scwed or'ì thc sorìtl'ì sicle ol'lhe lr-ench. It wâs trercll buil1 in cut 309. and stood

1 m high ancl 0.4 nr u'ide and was a l<:vr:lrìler)t u,all lol thc back ofthe udlalf. Oli the

north-wcst sicle i1 $'as built iuto a ;tuntber ol cìeposils (320, 321 , 322 aud 323) ol
matcriâl ùpcasl fi.orl thc consll'Lrctir¡r of the udral l. lb the south-cast of r¡,all 308 is a

scrìcs of durlps of'posl-19th-ccntuly:ratcrìal (310. 31 I ancl 312). mâking uìl the

plesent ran]ll oi)lo to thc wharl'.'l'hese wcl'e seâled belo\À' le hardcor-c ând cor]crele

ruralic r¡r (303) ofpreseirt y:ud sulface, udrich had becn cu1 by a moder-n servjce

trcnch (302) ald scalecl below a layel ofcolìpact glavcl and larnac (300).
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4.11 'l hr' ;valuation 1r-onchcs rf id not re\/cal âny ¡rclìaeoJogicaì rlcposils ol l'ciì[rìr'r:s j.re-

clatir.glhcr:alJy191h-ccrfur"yconslnìcliol'ìof thecalal u'lrall'. A lLlr'ìlbct 1l1'llc¿rt Jìllctl

slrcan] bc.ls werc rccor(l{,d cutling jnlo tiìe rrìlutâl c lry allrlviut.n sugg,csting that,

1:rtio: to thc sile llost nrc(ìieval tlcvcloltrlcnt tllc sitc was o¡rcn t,ìth sl'l'lall stle¡lrs

relating to l-etconbc lì.ook ruiìniug thl'ough it. l'he blook had bcen chanrtellccj ittto a

blick lircd culvert prìor to the col)strucljor'ì of the oanal r¡,hal l' and r¡,¿ts observccl jn

'lrenchcs 1 and 3. l-his had been covei'ed in the upcast lì'orl the excavatiol'l alrd

constttclior] ofthe canal wharl.'Ihc site bad therì been covered in a oompact yard ctli

stone haldcore r¡,itìr oinclel and ash datirìg fì'on.r thc I9lh cenlury witl'l l¿lter featulcs

aud sur'laces cullir.ìg jrlto this ol sealing it.
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100 Lryur [). I -5 nr T'r'cscnt yald sur'1àcc M,..,Jcln

I0l I uyct 0.1u -
050¡r

Made .slor¡rd Modein

102 l.aycl 0.20 -

0.75 m
CâDal uÌlcâst 19rh

CcnturJ

t03 I-ayer 0.20 r¡ Cultivatcd sorl honzon l9rù
Cel'ìtur),

r04 tritl llack fill oD coustrrctiorl Ienc]ì 19th

Century
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lil Natural Natulal alluviurn

ú2 Naturål Natulal alluviurr
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200 l-aver 0.07 rr farrrac surface MorJcrrl

201 Layer 0.08 nr Modeln uakc Lqr Moder'¡

20)- Fitl lìill of ruoder¡ lbalule Modoll'ì

203 Clul Moclell l'ealu¡e Modcm

204 Layel 0.30 nr Moclelr nake r¡r layer Mo¡1crn

20-5 I rycl 0.I lr Yalcl surlàcc nrakc r¡¡ I9tlr
CsrÌ1url

206 Layer 0.l -5 rr Yard sLl làce nake qr r 9rh

CcDturl

207 Nalural Natur'al alluvlu¡r

voÌt) 208 VOID \/oll) VOII)

Natrual allui,ium

\/ot.t)

209 Natural
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30i I-ayer' 0.20 ¡r

0.70 m304 r:i1l

305 t-'ill

306 Shuct Iìick wall linlrg of belt run

341 Cu1 ?-:l :l'.'l: :y3': b"llyl-,-
lì.evetr]crìt wall to wharf
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i08 Sû'uct 0.40 m l¡r

r09 Cut
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Lrl)

ul:)
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l9lh
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ù11 l9Lh
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0.70 rr
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Iruller', Il Yi.çitr¡'n^ Gui.rle to Wa tage (rublished by author')

N Ìlolblook & A 'l'hornas llxcavalio;rs a1 Mill Street, Wautage', Oxoltieusja 61, 190-'19

O^ 2005 Smith's 'ìì ansporl Deporl, Mill Strcet, Walr1.âge, Oxloldshilc

Wr jtlen schcrle ol'Ilvestìgation

lìon.rcl Wanfagc Whar-f, Oxl'oldshil'c llislolic Ììuìlding

Assessllenl

ìricld Manual (cd. D \\rììkirson)

ßlotli l4/unt.oga (pubJishcd by the author') (1971)

Ilict.ortan l4tantage (p:u1:'1is]l'tcci by the author') (196fì)

I llri.e/ Ilisto4, rl the ll/ílt.s antl llcr\¡.s Crtnd
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Wilkinsol
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(2003)
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Figure

Reproduced from the Landrangerl:50,000 scale by permission of the Ordnance
Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
@ Crown Copyr¡ght 1998. All rights reserved. Licence No. AL 100005569
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Figure 2: Trench locations
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Figure 3 : Trench 1, plan and section
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Figure 4: Trench 2, plan and section
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