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SUMMARY

Prom July o September 2002 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out un archacological
wetching briefat Land at Five Alls, Filkins, Lechlade, West Oxfordshire (NGR S 2338
0403). The waork was commissioned by Brierliey Homes Ltd in advance of the construction of’
e e semi-detached houses and o garage. The watching brief revealed « number of posi-
medieval rubbish pits and two stone-lined wells.

! INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope of work

L.1.1 From July to Seplember 2002 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried eut an
archaeological watching bricl at Land at Five Alls, Filkins, Lechlade, Wesl
Oxflordshire (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Briericy Homes Lid in respect
of a planning application for two semi-detached houses and garage (Planning
Application No, W2002/01 19},

.12 A project brief was set by Hugh Coddington Deputy County Archacologist for

Oxfordshire County Council.

1.3 OA prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation detailing how it would meet the

requirements of the brief (OA, 2002).
1.2 Geology and topography

1.2.1  The site lies on limestone cornbragh at 84 m above OD. The site is situated north of
the Five Alls pub, on the NW side of the main strect,

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1  The archacological background to the watching brief was prepared for the WSI for the
project (OA, 2002) and is reproduced below.

1.3.2  The development area is in the historic core of Filkins, and is first mentioned in the
Eynsham Abbey Cartulary in 1173 AD. Medieval pottery of 12th/13th-century date
was recovered during construction of the Carter Institute to the north-east of this
development site. The pottery dates correspond well with the documentary evidence,
though the settiement may have older origins.

1.3.3  To the south of the development site is the church of St. Peter with apparently
Norman masonry in the earliest part of the structure, while between the church and
the development site is a pond that is thought to have formed part of a moat (OCAS
2001).
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2 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY
2.1  Aims

211 Toidentfy and record the presence/absence, extent, condition, guality and date of
archacological remains in the areas affected by the development.

2.1.2  Tomake available the results of the archacological investigation.

22  Methodoiogy

22.1  The site was first cleared and levelled. Once marked out the foundations were
excavaled in two phases, using a mini digger with a 0.9 m wide toothed bucket. Once
the foundations were laid and set the service trench was excavated and pipes
connected. The final phase was the excavation of the garage foundations.

2
2
fa

All archaeological features were planned af a scale of 1:100 and where excavated
their sections drawn at scales of 1:20. All excavated features were photographed
using colour slide and black and white print film. A general photographic record of
the work was made. Recording followed procedures detailed in the OAU Fieldwork
Manual (ed D Wilkinson, 1992).

3 RESULTS

3.1 Description of deposits

Foundation trench of dwellings

3.1.1  The excavation of the foundations exposed & number of features which had been
sealed below a dark greyish brown siity clay topsoil (1) with paiches of demolition
material from the site clearance. The first feature was a large pit (3) with sloping
sides rounding to a flat base. This was seen only in section of the trench and
measured 4 m long and 0.68 m in depth and contained two fills. The lower fill was a
silting up layer of dark reddish brown silty clay (4) which was overlain by a dark
yellowish siity clay (5) with limestone fragments filling inn the feature. At the south
west end of the feature it had been cut by a modem posthole (6) with vertical sides
and {lat base and filled with a dark brown silty clay (7) with limestone packing (Figs
2 & 3, section 1).

3.1.2  Inthe south west end of the site a modern feature (8) relating to the garage was
exposed and this cut into a large sub circular pit (10) with near vertical sides
rounding to a flat base. It measured 1.7 x 0.95 x 1.2 m and contained a fill of dark
brown silty clay (11) with lenses of dark grey and reddish brown, which represented
a series of material dumped into the pit (Figs 2 & 3, section 2).

3.1.3  Inthe centre of the two houses on the line of the dividing wall the top of a stone lined
well (21), which had been filled in by dark brown silty clay (22) and capped with two
scaffolding poles was uncovered (Fig. 2).

€ Oxford Archacological Unit Lid. October 2002 ) 2 C UAOAUNBREPOR TSOxfordshire\FIFA.doe
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Service Trench

304 Phis ran from the pub’s foul drain around the south side of the houses and aiong the
cast front 1o join the old pump station. 1t cut through a post medieval pit (12) scen
only in scetion, which had sloping sides and a concave base (measuring 0.6 X 1.4 x
0.4 m). 1t was {illed by a dark greyish brown silty clay (13) (FFigs 2 & 3, scetion 3),
Also exposed was another stone-lined well (18) which was 0.9 m in diameler ina
vertical sided cut {17). This had been back filied with dark greyish brown silty clay

(19 with limestone [ragments (Fig 2 & 3, section §),

3.1.5 Al the north end of the trench where it entered the pumping chamber, & cut (14)
which was the continuation of pit (3) seen in the foundation trenches was observed
wilh similar fills (15 & 16) (Fig 2 & 3, section 4)

Crarage foundations

11,6 These were excavaled next to the west boundary of the site and were 0.6 m wide and
0.5 m deep. They cut through 0.12 m of grave! from the pub’s old car park and into
the 0.3 m thick topsoil (1) which overlay a subsoil of light reddish brown silty clay
(23). 'This subsoil only appears in this part of the site suggesting that it was nol

disturbed except for garden cultivation (Fig. 2},
32 Finds

321 A number of finds were recovered from the watching bricl and consisted of the

following listed in context order:
Context 4 1 % butchered pig tibia
1 x sherd of white glaze ware
Context 11 2 x Clay pipe stems
4 % sherds of white glaze ware
4 x sherds of 19" century red ware
Context 13 1 x sherd of blue transfer ware
2 x sherds of 18" stone ware bottle
2 x sherds of white glazed ware with painted decoration
Context 15 2 x 18" century glass bottle bases

2 x sherds of 18" century glazed red ware

3.3 Palaco-environmental remains

3.3.1 No environmental samples were taken during the watching brief.

© Oxford Archacological Unit Ltd. October 2002 3 UAOATNWDREPORTS\Oxfordshire\FIFA.doc
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4 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1  The results from the watching brief revealed a number of post medieval rubbish pits,
which probably relate to the pub. Also two stone-lined wells were located. It would
appear that the western end of the site in the area of the garage had been cultivated as
part of a garden. The rest of the site had been cleared and levelled 1o the top of the

natural from construction and demolition of & garage which previously occupied the

site. '
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX | ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context | Tope Depth Width Length Comments Finds
1 Laver 0.28 - Topsoil/Demotition
0.4m layer

g Natural Natural

3 Cut 0.08 m § 0.7m 4m Large pit

4 Il Pit il Bone and
potlery

5 Fill it Flt

O Cut Post hole

7 il Filt ol post hole

8 Cut I'm 0.2-4m il

9 Il Pit fil

10 Cut 12m 0.95m 7 m it

| Fill it it Clay pipes
and Poltery

12 Cut 0.4 m [4m 0.6m Pit

13 i1l Pit fill Pottery

14 Cut 0.9 m l.4m 3S5m Large pit

15 Fill Pit fill Glags and
Potlery

16 Fill Pit £l

17 Cut 13m 0.9m 09m Cut for well

18 Structure 13m 09m 09m Wetl lining

19 Fill Fill of well

20 Cut Im i5m i.5m Cut for well

21 Structure lm 1.5m 1.5m Well lining

22 Fill Fill of well

23 Layer Subsoil

APPENDIX 2 BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES
OA 1992 Fieldwork Manual, (Ed. D Wilkinson, first edition, August 1992)

OA 2002 Land at Five Alls, Filkins, Lechlade, West Oxfordshire Written Scheme of
Investigation '
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APPENDIX 3 SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Land at Five Alls, Filkins, Lechlade, West Oxfordshire,

Site code: FII'A 02

Grid reference; NGR SP? 2358 0405

Type of watching brief: Ground work for the construction of two new semi-detached houses
and garage.

Date and duration of project: A total of eight visits from the (03/07/2002 to 01/10/2002.
Area of site: 20 m x 45 m

Summary of results: A number of post-medieval rubbish pits and two stone-lined wells
were recorded.

Location of archive: The archive is cumrently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 08, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museuns Service in due
course, under the foliowing accession number: 2002.135
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Figure 1: Site location
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