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SUMMÀTìY

ln Novenúer 2003 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out a.fìeltl evtluotiu'l
at Otd Hill SíÍe, 54 BLulthatn Lcne, Slough, Berk'shire on behaV of
Willntotl Dixon I'lousing. The et,alutttiott ret,ealed a bri.ck-buih stl'Llcture

thoughl. b be a lute l9t.h or early 201.h cetútu'1t cttpped v'ell or soalwv'ct1'

No deposits or structLu'es rlf ony archaeologicaÌ lotentilÌ or significcnce
'tuere itlentified dut'ing the evaluaÍiott.

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope ofrvork

1.1.1 ItÌ Novembcr' 2003 Oxford Alchaeology (OA) cauied out a ñeld evaluation at OId

I-Iill Site, 54 Bumham Lane , Slough, Berkshire (Fig. 1) on behalf of Willmott Dixon

ÊIousing, prior to the subtnission of a Plarining Applicalion fol a residential

developnent,

1.1.2 Babtie Group produced a brief aud OA a Written Scheme of investigation (WSI),

which was agreed with Slough Borough Council's archacological reptesentative

(Babtie Group).

1.1.3 The developmerf site is situated adjacent to tlie junction of Butnham Latle ald
Buckinghatn Avenue.

L2 Geology and topogrâphy

I.2.1 Thc present site comprises a standing office building and associated car park, which

slopes fi'om noúh to south and lies at approximatcly 26 m OD The underlyilg
geology ís clay, which overlies terrace deposits overlooking the River Thames

roughly 3.5 km to the south.

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The backglound was prepared f'or the WSI based ou the l¡rief and is briefly

summarised below.

1,.3.Z Thc site of the water mill in Cippenham was given togetlìer with the chapel there to

Ilur¡.hanr Abbcy in the medieval period, witli the grant inoludìr.rg tìre damn and the

fìsþond. The mill is referenced in disputes (1or example those of 1535 and 1638)

though there is no n'Iention ofthe rnill aftel the latter date.

1.4 Acknowledgernents

I .4.1 The evaluation was utrdertaken on behalf of Willmott Dixolì Ilousng OA extends its

thanks to Slough Borough Council and its archaeological replesentative I(evin Beachus

ofBabtie Gloup.

O oxford AÌcl)âeological l.ìrit Ltd. NoveDlber 2003 1
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2 EVALUATION ArMs

2.L1 The aims of the evaluation were to dctei'mine the location, extent, date character,
significance, quality and state of preservation of any surr'ivilìg archaeological
rernains likely to be thrcatened by the development. The degree of con.rplexit¡, of
l,orizontal and/or r.eitical stratigraphy was to be detemrined, as well as the r.ange,

quality and quantity of artefacts.

2.1.2 Attentior would be given to sitcs and remains of all periods including evidence ol
past environmeús, with provision for envilonmental sampìing ir.rcluded.

2.1,3 The evaluation would detet'mine, if applicable, the relationship of above ground
structures to surviving deposits below glound - should these lelationships be
identified then the evaluatiou would encompass the character, coudition, significance
and quality olthe above ground remains.

2.1.4 The evaluation would seek to clarify the nature and exterìt of existing disturbance
and intrusion on the site and assess the degree of' archaeological survival of all buried
deposits and suruiving structures of archaeological signihcance,

3 EVALU,ITIoNMETHoDoLoGY

3.1 Scope of ficldwork

3.1.1 The evaluation comprised 3 trenches (Fig. 2), located to the north, south and east of
the plesent building. The uorlhernrnost tl'ench, Trench 1, neasured 45 ni in length
and was 1.6 m in width, Trench 2 measuled 30 m in lelrgth and 1.6 m in width.
Originally Trench 3 would also have measuled 30 m in length, however, a series of
live services wele ideutified across the area in fronl of the building. The actual length
cxcavated measuled 1 I rn in length by 1.6 m wide (see Þ-ig, 2).

3.2 Fieldwork methods and recording

3.2.1 The ove¡burdcn was lerloved under close archaeological supelvision by a JCB
mechanioal excavator {1tted with a toothless bucket,

3,2.2 The trenches were clea:red by hand and the revealed featules wele sampled to
detemrine their exteut ¿ìnd nature, and to retrieve finds and enviromlenlal samples.

All atchaeologioal featules were plamred and whele excavated their sections dlawn
at scales of l:20,

3.2.3 All features were photographed using coloul slide and black and white plint filn.
Recorcling folkrwed procedure s detailed in the OAU Ficldwork Manual (OAU, 1992).

O Oxfìnd A¡ch¿eological Unil LtuÌ. NoveDber 2003 2
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4 RESULT'S:DESCRIPîIONS

4.1 Description of deposits

4.1.1 Trenches 1 ancì 2 did not contain any archaeological features. Thc undellyiug natulal

was predot.ninantly clay, with occasional patches of g:avel A small patch of chalk

was identified at the east end of'Trench 1. 'I'he natural was overlain by nTixcd clay

deposits up to 0.5-0.6 m in clepth. These were ovellain by a lubble horizon, tl.rouglrt

to rclate to the demolition of a relatively modem building ol buildings, which were

sealed by the n.rodc l tarnac.

4.1.2 Trench 3 contained a brick-built structul'e (37) in the centre of the tlench (Fig 3).

The featule was cit'culal iu plan, tleasuring c 2 nt ín diameter, and had a dorne-

shaped profrlc. TIìe top of tlìe featule had been Iemoved and its full depth was not

revealed during tlìe excavation. The bricks measured 0.27 m in length,012 rn in

width and were 0.08 n thick. The featurc has been interpreted as a capped well or'

soak-away of late l9th to early 20tli century date,

4.2 Finds

4.2.1 No finds were recovered during the evaluatiou.

4.3 Palaeo-cnvironmcntalremains

4.3.1 As no deposits or featutes of any archaeological signifioauce ol interest wet-e

identified no environmental samples were taken.

5 DISCUSSION AND INTERPRtrTATION

5.1 lleliability of field investigation

5. L 1 The spatial sampling oi the field investigation witltitl the car park and entranoe to the

sitc gives a good indication of the atchaeological potential. The alea beneath the

office block was not evaluated though the results of evaluation and the construction

of the office block would suggest that theie is an equally low potential fot
archaeological remains to have suruivcd.

5.2 Overâllinterpretation

Sumuary o.f results

5.2.1 The nolthern a¡ea of the site appears to have been heavily truncated by the

construction ancl demolition of a modern building, 'l'he southertl area in front ol'the

building appears to have been heavily disturbed by moderu service trenches. The

evaluation did though discover a rnodem l¡rick-l¡uilt well or soak-away in the

southenlllìost area of the site. The levcl of truncation by the construction and

demolition ofa modern structure in Treuches 1 and 2 indicates a low atchacological

potential in this area as with Trcncb 3 where multiple service trenches have impacted

the ground. This may be sirnilarly reflccted beneath the existing office block.

O Oxfoi cl Ârchacoìogjcal Unl Ltd. NoveDrber'2003 3
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APPIìNDIclls

APPtrNDIXI ARCIIABOLOGICALCONI'IìXTIN\¡IiNTORY

Trarch Ctxf Tjyte ll/itl¡lt
(u)

Thicl¡-
(ttt)

Cqn rtcul Fìntls No./

'l
Dúe

001

10 Layer' 0ls Tamtac Modern

11 Layer 0.25 Make-up for tanr. ac Modem

12 Layel 0.20 Construction/dcurolition
layer

t3 Layer' 0.6() Dislurbed clay layer

t4 Layei' Clay nalural

002

2Q Layer 0.10 Tarmac Modsm

21 Layer 0.25 Make-up for faulac Modem

22 Layer 0.10 Construction/denolition
layer

23 Lcyel 0.50 Disturbed clay layer

24 Layer Clay natural

003

30 [,aver 0.0tì T¿mrac Modem

3l Layer 018 Make-up for tamracadarr Modenr

32 Layer 0.08 Ground make-up

33 Layer 0.3s Dishrrbed ground makc-
up

i4 Layer Disturbed silty-sand
natural

35 Cut 2.80 Cut for structure 37 Lat()
Cl9dr +

36 Fill Fill ofconstructior cut 35

3',1 Shïctule 1.90 Brick capped
welVsoakaway

3{l Cu1 {J,50 0.20 Se¡,/ice h ench

39 FiI ¡1.50 0.20 |ill ofservice llcrrch

Gtj Oxfo¡d Alch¿ìcological Urìit Ltd. Nover¡bc¡ 2003 4
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APPtrNDIX 2 SUMMARY OF SI]'E DDTAILS

Site name: Old LIill Site, 54 Burnham Lane, Slough, Berhshite
Site codc: SLBLOH 03

Grid rcl'erence: SU 9432 8136
Type of evaluation: 3 x trial treuches excavated by rlachine
Date ard duration of project: 4th - 6th November 2003

Area of site: 3,360 m'
Summary of results: No deposits or structures of archaeological significance were

identifìed, A late Ct9th well or soak-away was noted in Trench 3

Location of archive: The arcliive is currently held at OA, Janus Iìouse, Osney Mead,

Oxforcl, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Reading Museum in due course, undel tlLe

following accession nurlbeL: REDMG: 2003.298

APPENDIX 3 RTTFEIUNCtrS

04,2003 Oltl Ilitl Sile, 54 Bumhatn Lone, Slough, Berkshire l(ritten Sclrcnte o/
hNesÍ.íg(rt¡on ,

OAU,1992 Oxfòrtl Archaeological Unit Field Manual, (ed. D. Wilkinson)

O Oxfold Archaeological lJDil Lld. Novcr)rber 2003 5
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Figure l: Site location

Reproduced from the Landranger| :50,000 scale by permission of the Ordnance
Survey on behalf of The Conlroller of Her Malesty's Stationery Office
@ Crown Copvrioht 2000. All riohts reserved. Licence No. AL 100005569
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Figure 2: Trench location plan



Plan of feature 37 in Trench 3

Section 5
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