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PILL BOXES AT TT]TT HU,,L,
WESTWELLLEACON, NR. CHARING, KÐNT

ARCIIABoLoc]cAI., AND PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

Sunmnry

Tv,o llorlrl War II Pill lloxes were recr¡rtled in adtctnce of their denolition prior to
llte conslrucliut o/ the Chturnel 'lunnel ll.ctil Lit¡k. The lwo shulÍered concrete
slrLtclures y,ere buill cts ptut rl the Workl lltu'II 1940 de/ence strategt prolecling lhe
country ./i^ont int,usiort. The.y v,ere speci/ìcally de.signetl lo pt'o¡ecl the nearl:1,
Mairlstone to Lonrlon railv,a! Iine. ll'he buiklings are exntq:les o/ lhe 'Type 24' PilÌ
Box. 'l'he six sided sÍruclurcs Irwe tne rktor^way, ./àcing soulh-u,est, ./kmked by two
uti.ntloy,s. The rentaining v,a.lls all htn'e u cenlral v'intlow providing oll rountl
visibilil)¡. A brick bofle slrudLlre, prolecting lhe doonru¡, and dit¡iding lhe inlenrul
spdce y)as lü'gely infdcl in Pill Box A and ltad been rennyetl liont Pill llox B, btlt was
tisil:le in oulline rln the ceiling.

INTIìODTICTION

The Oxlold Archacological Unrt (OAU) was commrssioncd by lJnion Railways
(South) Limited (URS) to undertake thc archacological lccordrng of two pill boxcs at
Tult l{ill, Westwell Lcacon, Kei.rt (NGR: TQ 9725 4688 and TQ 9737 4677) tn
advance of tht: demolition of the structures priot to the construction of the Clhamrel
Tunnel Rail ì-ink (Figure 1). Although no lecording was required as a condìtion of
plannlng consent, URS considered it appropriate to calry out a Iloyal Commission
I-evel 2 record of the structures belore their delì'ìolition.

The current recording woïk formed part of an extensive programme of arcl.raeological
invcstigation and historic buildrng lecording work carried out in advance of the
construction ofthe Channel Tunnel Rarl t.ink (CTRL),

IIÐCORDING STILA.TEGY

'I'he Level 2 rccord was n'nde on the 31" March 1999. This consisted of a written
descliption of both thc intel ior and exterior of the pill boxes together with a black ând
rvhite negative and coloul' slide photographic record of the same. Plans of both of the
sûuctliles were also p|oduced at l:20, with l:10 details of the window types seen iri the
buildrngs.

HISTORICAI, BACKGROUND

Pill Boxes form part of the World War Il defencc statcgy oi Britain. The Gcrnmn
offensive against France and the Low Clountlies in 1940 led to the fcar oi invasion and
prompted a defence sûategy set up under General Sir Edrnund Ironside (Saunder-s,

1989,215-216). As parl of this programrre , networks of Pill Boxes were conshroted to
housc machine guns and anti{ank guns and to provide maximum protectiol.ì to the
llome Guald who rnanned tl.ìe strrìctrìres. l'l.re lines of delence followed points of
weakness and strategio irrpofianoe such as coastal areas, railways, roads. canals and
rtvcr-s. The desrgn of the structures made use o1' shuttered ooDorete corlstÌuctioïì
technrqucs âr'ìd so the burldrngs wele quick, casy and ohcap to build - csscntial qualities
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in a wal -timc ecoìrollly.

4 AIìCHITECTT]RAI, DESCRII'TION

4.1 'lhe two Pill Boxes will be referred to as A and lì and Figule I shorvs theil relative
location. Plans of the buildings are provided in Figule 2 and the buildings are illustrated
with a selcction of plates taken frol.r the photoglaphrc archive (Plates l-6). The pill
boxes are of the same constructiolì Ð?e and so will be described together. Pill Box
desigris have been nationally classified and the two discussed here are examples of
"fype 24' classification. Figure 3 is taken fiom Flenly Wills national study of the
structurcs and shows the characteristics ofthe Type 24 consh'uction (Wills, 1985, 31).
Although the Wills example is blick rendeled and the window design is slightly
diffcrent, Pill Boxes A and B clearly follow this basic design, as the plans nade during
thc sulvey demonstrate (Figure 2).

4.2 Thc buildmgs ale of shuttered concrete constt uction with intemal steel rod
leinforcement. Shuttering marks are clearly visible âs vertical planking internally and
horizontal planking extemally. In Pill Box A a break in the shuttering impressions is
seen internally c0,55r¡ fì'orn the floor suggesting that tl'ìe structure was built in two lifts;
loundations and lootings and then rvalling and loof. The concrete ceiling (0.34m 1hick)
also shows plank implessions. 'fhe six srded stìuctures have one doorway facing south
(Plates 1, 2 & 5). The doorway is flanked by a window to either side. h Pill Box A
these are window type AA and in Pil1 Box B tlìey ãe type CC (Refer to Figure 2 fbr
windov/ lypcs). Thcse windows dilfer tor¡ those in the other walls of the structures
and on lrigule 3 are labclled as rifle loopholes. The remaining walls ale all pieced by a

cenlral window (T'ype BB). The window sills are generally 1.28m above the earth
floor and the windows are 0.3m in height, Window type AA have a lowel sill at 1.09nT

lrom the floo¡. Tlie openings themsclvcs are 0.17m wide with splays both internally
and externally. Pill Box A is 1.8m in herght extemally and due to a slightly sub-
terranian floor intemally floor to ceiling heights arc 1.91nr.

4.3 Partially intact in Pill Box A is a central l¡rick fcaturc (Figur:e 2; Plates 3 - 4). 'l.he 'Y-
shaped construction is designed to pfotect the eÍìttancc and also clivides the intemal
space. It is clearly an origûral feature rising lrom flool to ceiling. The eastem ann of
the sû'ucture has been demolished but the footings remaincd. In Pill Box B the entile
stl-ucture has bcen removed, presumably to allow latcr use of thc sû uctuÌe as an animal
shelter (Plate 6). The scal ofthe brickbaffìe is visrblc on thc cciling,

4.4 In I'ill Box A a central drainage channel is vistble at floor lcvcl in the northern wall. A
lilthel feature coÍnmon to both the Pill lloxes and sccn in cvery wall are two vertical
slits in the shutteled concrete filled with timbet bloclts. The blocks are below the
windows and plesumably were for attaching the hrnged flaps rnalked in lìigure 3.
'lhese flaps must have been ledges for rcsting machine gulls olt whelÌ keepìng watch
and defcndmg the Pill Box.

5 CONCLUSIONS

5.1 The Pill Boxes at Tutt Ihll form part of the 1940 defence strategy of wal-time Britain
and are locatcd to pÌotect the railway, an ilrìpoltarìt transpolt and communication aftery.
The two sl.ruttclcd colìorete structures are b,.pical examples of the 'Type 24' Pill Box
construction of thc natronal classification system.
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Figure 2: Plans of the Tutt Hill Pill Boxes
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Figure 3: Typical Features of a 'Type 24' Pill Box
(taken from Wills, 1985,31)
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Plate 1: Pill Box A, south-west elevation

Plate 2: Pill Box A, south-easl elevation
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Plate 3: Partially demolished blick
baffìe in Pill Box A

Plate 4: Intcrior of Pill llox A
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Plale 5: Pill Box B, south,west elevation

Plate 6: Interior ofPill Box B
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