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SUMMARY

In May 2003 Oxford Archaeolr,gv ¡OA) catried rul an archaeoltsgical

watchittg brief at Land ãdjacenl to ¡[rychv'old' Fulbroolc, Oxfordsltire

0{GR SP 2595 1325). Tlrc worlc v'a's cottttttissioned by Greenford in

advance of a tteu, earth 'shcltered dwelling and associated garage's The

watching brief cÌid nol ret¡eal anJ¡ arclneological Jbatures or dePosits'

trNTRoDUCTIoN

i .1 l,oc¿fion and scope of work

1 .1 .1 In May 2003 Oxfbld Archaeology (oA) caried out an archaeological watchìng brief

at Land ad.jaceut to Wychwoid, Fulbrook, Oxfordshire (Fig. 1) The work was

commissioned by Greenford in respect ofa plaruing applìcation for an earth-

sheiterecl dwelling with associated garages (Planning Application No 1622193)

ir|.2 A ploject briefwas discussed l¡etween Oxford A¡chaeology and Flugh Coddington,

Deputy Counly Archaeologist.

1.1.3 OA prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSf detaiiing how it would meet

tl.Le lequirements of the brief.

1.2 Geoìog¡' ¿¡6 toPograPhY

L2.I The site compr.ises a smail field whicb slopes fron] noltlì to souih ou the norlll side of

Fulbrook, immecliaiely to the south olwychwold cotlage and on the east side of tl.re

lane leading to Fulbrook Manor' The underlyiug geology is limestone and the site

Iies at approximately 1 15 m OD.

7.3 Archaeological and historic¿l background

L3.1 The ar-chaeological backgt'ound to the watchrng brìefwas preparecl for the WSI fot'the

ploject (OA 2003) and is replociucccl below.

ir3.2 The 1993 evaluation (OAU 1993) identifred exlensive artefactual evidencc,

compr.ising a total of 192 sher.ds recovered frour all excavatecl contexts. 185 of these

sherds dated fi'om the eariy medieval per.iod, with most being recoveted fi'on a

tleposit immecliateiy below the topsoil in ]'lench 1., although somc \ryere fi'om the û11

ofa possible posl-hole, The earliest pottery fonns date from the Anglo-Saxon perìod,

although ihe majorily dated lrom tl.re 12'r' century. Tl.re singlc postJroie was the o[ly

archaeological feature identified. Based on the eviclencc obtained it is thought likely

tlut the site was used as a tip during the Medieval peliod, or possibly that it

r.epresents an attempt to terace the lrrllside. In the lattel case the pottery-beafilìg soil

would have been redeposifed; the posl-hole could possibly lepresent an attempt to

r.evet the slope, zurd it is possible that other post-holes lie outside the conûnes of tbe

trench. Trqtrqh.2-..ç-qntainqd. a possible Romano-British pit; the inclinE of the 1úllside

here is less steep, ancl no evidelce for terracing was found here.

O Oxforcl -A.r'chacological Unit Ltd. May 2003 U : \O,4 UutûE P O llTS\Oxfo t (l s h i rc\F U W yCH ¿o c
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1.3,3 Thc dcvelopmenl siLe is looated c. 50 n due easl ola serjes olcalLhworhs (PIIN
5019) thal have beelr interpreted as house platfonns ard hollou, ways denotins an

al ea of histolic settlement. Aelial pìroLograph), undertakerì b), 11t. Onto, Conrnissjor.r

fbr l-Iistoric Monumerìts suggests thal signifìcant. archaeolog¡, ma¡, sul vive in lhe

vicinit),, l-ylng due wesl olthe site is a fltrtheÏ se¡ies of earthrvorlts (PIIN 5019)

rvhioh Ìrave been idenlified as the meclieval setllcmenl ol'Fulblookr tho chu ch in 1l.re

existing village dates f¡orr the Nolman pei'iod.

? llRo,IEc'r ArMS ANr) MLTHoT)oLoGy

2,I Aims

2.1.1 Tb identifi,aucì reoo;-cl the presencc/absellce, exrerlt. corldìlìor, qualill'zrnd datr: of
archaeoloqical remains in the aleas afl.ecLecl b), ihe clevelopment.

2.1.2 lb malie available thc resulLs olthc alchaeoìogioal invcstigation.

2.2 Mcfhr)dologl

2.?..1 'fhe sile ha¿l been slripped of topsoil bl,a 360r'rnachine clown orfo the natulal

limesl.one brash. This r¡,as their excaval.ecl 1.o depth {or'1ire neu, developn.rent (Frg. 1).

2.2.2 A general photographic lecorcl of thc wolli was mâcie Recording l.oilowed plocedules

clerailed iri the OIU fialdwr¡d¡ A4nnrlal (ecl D. 1ùrì1hinson, 1992).

3 lìrìsul-Ts

3.1 Ðcscri¡ltion of deposits

3.1 .1 The llatural limestone brash (1) u,as cxposed u'itl.r bands of cla),. This was sealed

belou' a 0.30 to 0.40 m thicir layel of dark gre)/ish blou 1ì siil¡r ciay loam topsoil (2)

(Fig. 2)

3.2 Firrds

3.2.1 No lìnds rvele rccovcled llîr'lr tirc rval.chirg bt-ief .

3.-ì P¿rlar:o-clrr inurnì(.nt¡tl l cln¿ìins

3.3,1 No deposiLs suitablo for euvilonurental samplirg v,elc icler.rlifìecì during thc r¡'alchìng

bricl

4 DÌscussroN ANr) CoNcLUstoNs

4.1.1 The l'esults fi-om the watohing blielrevcaled no archaeological fcatules or cleposits

sealccl below the topsoil. This suggests thal thc alea was used for agrìcultulal
pulpose's and laler a olchald. "Ihis confirnìng wilh activity liund in the cvaluation

relati g to containr.nent of soil erosion of the hill side furlher down 1he slope south-

east ofthe developmenl at-ea.

Cj Oxford Arcbae<rlcrgicol Unil l-rd. À4ây 2003 2 ulO'lu¡rblllil'OllTS\Oxfortlshire\l'U\ll,cl-L(toc
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1 .A.RCIÍ ÁIIOLOGICÄL CONTEXT INVENTOITY

APPI'NÐIX 2 BIBLIOGRAPIT\. AND RtrFEIII]NCtr'S

OAU 1993 Lanr) Adjacenf to ltrlychwotd, Fulbrook Ltchaeological Evaluation lìeport

Wilkinson D (ed), 1992 Ox.fttrd Archaeological Unit I'iekl Manual

OA2003 Earth Sheltered Dwellittg at Fulbrook, OxfordshireWrilten Scheme of

Invesiigation

APPtrNDIX 3 SUMMATìY OT SITB DET,{ILS

Site name: Land Aclj acent to Wychwold, Fuibrook, Oxf'oldshire

Site code: FUWYCI-I 03

Grid refercnce: NGR SP 2595 1325

Type of watching brief: Topsoil strip ancl excavation of sile for developrnent'

Date and dur¿tion of project: One visrt on 9/5/03

Area of sitc: 50 m x 23 m
summar),of results: The watching br-ief exposecl topsoil ou top ofnatural subsoil and did

not reveal any archaeoiogical featut'cs ot deposits.

Location of archive: The arohive is currently held at OA, Janus Housc, Osney Mead,

oxforcl, oX2 (]ES, ancl will be cleposited witi.i oxfordshrre county Museums scrvice in due

course, uncler the following accession numl¡er: OXCMS 2003.58

Conløil Tlpe Dcpth Wídrh Height Comments Fitttls

Natural Nahrral limestone brash

2 Layer 0.3 -0.4 nr Topsoil

@r Oxfor<l z\rclracological Unir Ltd, M0y 2003 3 U.tO¡Ut ,bRDPORTS\Oxlo lshite\Furyyc doc



Figulc l: Sitc location
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