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1 Summary

The fieldwølhing øtrcise (Surface coll¿ction of artifact) uas unà¿rtahen on behalf of Blue Circlz

Industries PLC in accord¿nce uitlt a Briefprepared by \Yiluhire County Council Counry Archøeological

Sentice. The quantities of the materiak recouøed were small. The main categoies of firds uere

tuorhed flint and børnt ønworhed flint of prehistoric d¿r¿, and ceramic bøilding maæriab of post'

meditaal d¿t¿. Wry small numben of other fnls werc recoacred. The distibutions of both the uorþed

flint and burnt flint show a general scøtter of fnds with no specifc concetztratilnl The ceramic

building matzrials uere lcs generalþ scøttered but again did not reaeøl an1 ignifcant concentation¡.

The other materiab werc found ín such small quøntities thøt their disnibutions øre not signifcant.
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2 Introduction

The fieldwalking exercise reported on in úris document forms part ofthe archaeological evaluation

undertaken on behalf of Blue Circle Indusrries PLC. The evaluation was required by'!Øiltshire
Councy Council in respect of a proposed extension to the !flestbury Cha.lk Pir IVCC Councy

Archaeological Sewîce, Archaeological Eualuønon Brief - \Yestbury Cement V/orþs - Chalh Pit
Extcnsi¡n,2 March 1995). The Êeld evaluation was to be in three pans: i) Fieldwalking in the area

to the north-east of the chalk pit (Area A); ii) excavation of a series of tesr pits to the souch-west

ofthe chalk quarry (Area B); and iii) targeted field evaluation following (i) and (ii). In addition,

rhe OAU hæ undenaken a Desk-top ,{ssessment, which is the subject of a sePârâte rePort (OAU

1995). A¡eaA, which forms che subject of this report is composed of rwo fields (OS parcels 5400

and gg03 (pan)). The land is MoD prope rry and forms part of the Salisbury Plain Training Area.

Parts of borh A¡eas A and B lie within the live firing range ('Dânger Area' on Figure 1)' Because

of access problems relating to rhe MOD ranges, che fieldwalking of Area A wu done in cwo stages,

with field 5400 being walked in April 1995 and fìeld 8903 (part) in October 1995.

2.1 Topography and Geolory

The sire lies on high ground - at an elevation ofat least 220 m - on the chalk escarpmenr forming
rhe north-west edge ofsdisbury Plain. It overlools the town of'\(iestbury and the wide valley of
che Avon co dre nonh and west. Field 5400 slopes gendy from easr to west, and has a slight dip
in its western corner. Field 8903 hu a slight slope from east nofth-ealt to west south-west.

2.2 Archaeologicalbacþround

Bratron Camp, a bivaliate Iron Age hill forc, lies ro the north-east of the site. In the areas to the

south ând east of Area A there is evidence for occupation from early prehistoric to the post-

medieval periods. There are no known archaeological remains from within Area A. Long fuver

Road which runs along the sou*t-west edge of the mo ûeld, and the road which runs north-east

becween ficlds 5400 and 8903, are both long established roads. The archaeological remains within
I km oF the present chalk pit are considered more fully in the Desk-bæed Assessment prepared

for Blue Circle Industries by the Oxford Archaeological Uni¡ (OAU 1995).

2.3 Crop and ground conditions

Bodr fields are currendy under arable cultivation. The fìrst stage of fieldwalking took place in Á.pril

1995 after sowing in Âeld 5400; at the time of úre Êeldwdking the cerea.l crop was quire well

advanced and varied over rhe field Êom jusr showing through ro thick. In rhe north corner of the

field rhe crop wes most advanced and it was only just practical to fieldwalk in this area. The
weather conditions during the first part of the fieldwalking exercise were dry and sunny. In
October when OS parcel 8903 (parr) was walked rhe weatler wes overcâst. The field had not long

been drilled and rhe cereal crop \¡/âs just beginning to show through.
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Table l: Transects: grid references and correlation between üensects from April
and October field walking orercises.

Fieldwork
Transect
lâbel

T¡ansect Grid Reference
(south end)

OS parcel 5400 (April 1995)

389317 t50974

2 389340 150960

3 389365 r50936

4 389390 150919

5 389414 150903

6 389437 150888

Fieldwo¡k
Transect
lâ-bel

T¡ansect Grid Reference
(south end)

7 389460 150869

I 389484 t50850

9 389509 150841

OS parcel 8903 (pùt) (October 1995) l0 389534 t508t7

A 389559 150794 1l 389558 t50837

B 389583 150781 t2 389584 150584

c 389608 150766 t3 389608 1.50877

D 389633 150752 r4 389633 150897

E 389656 150736 r5 189658 i50918

F 38968r 15071.9 r6 389684 150942

G 389708 15070r t7 )89710 150963

H 389731 150689 r8 389735 150981

J 389755 150676

K 389780 150707

L 389803 150753

M 389831 150799

N 389851 r50844
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2.4 Methodolory

The grid for the surface collection was aligned on the oS grid and the Êeldwalking lines, or

,r".rr..tr, spaced 25 m apârt. \Wiúrin the lines the search units were of 25 m length. In of
âccordânce with guidelines set by'WCC, each transect is idenrified by the grid reference of its
sou¡h end (Table 1) (ùZCC Councy Archaeological Service, Sand¿rds þr Archaeokgical ,4ssesment

and Field Eualuation in \Yihhire, [drafr] April 1995, section 5.5'1). The uânsects in both ûelds

âre numbered, lemered, from west to east. During ûeldwork the transecu we¡e w¿-lk from south

to north.

The finds recovered during rhe surface collecrion exercise were processed (washed and boxed),

quânrified and the data entered into a database. The digical was then plotted onto a C.AD

generered digital plan. The finds are plorred ar the nofth end of the relevanc collecdon unit.

Results

The quantities of 
"rrifr.r, 

recovered during fieldwalking are sma.ll (see A'ppendices 1 and 2) and

rhe inferences which c¿¡ be drawn from rhem limited. There are more finds ofall categories [rom

Field 5400 rhen Êom Field 8903 (Figures 2-6). The main dasses of material found were flint,
bodr worked and burnr unworked, and ceramic building materials. The flinc is not suffìciendy

disrinctive to be closely dated, but is of prehistoric date, possibly Neoliùic or Bronze Age- The

bulk of the flinr was recovered from field 5400, during the Êrst phase offieldwalking. The ceramic

building materials are post-medieval in date.

3.1 Flint (Figures 2 & 3)

The flint recovered consisted ofworked flint (mainly flakes but including I core and 3 or 4 pieces

of wæte or debitage) and unworked burnt flint. (A' brief rePort on the flint c¿n be lound in
Appendix 3,). The quanriry of material is small and reveals no real concentrations. Its absence

over much of field 8903 is most the obvious point.

A very small quantiry offlinr was recove¡ed Êom field 8903. The worked flint distribucion (Figure

2) appears ro cenrre on Tra¡rsect H, but ic must be str€ssed that the numbe¡s involved are small:

a total of9 flakes and I piece ofwaste. The quandry ofburnt unworked flint recovered ftom ûeld

8903 was negligible (only 3 piece$ (Figure 3).

Much mo¡e flinr was recoveted from field 5400 úân lrom 8903: 70 flakes, I core, 3 possible

waste pieces and 91 pieces ofburnr flint. The material was quite evenly spread across the field wiûr
no obvious concentrarions (Figures 2 S¿ 3). The largest quandties of flint were found on Transects

9,12 end 13 (Table 2 and Figure 2). ft musr be stressed that the quanddes of flint involved are

nor lârge - see Table 2. T¡ansecr 13 also produced the largest quandq/ of burnt flint (Figure 3):

buc again úre accual figures are small - only 20 pieces. To the east of T¡ansecr 13 the absence of
worked flint is noriceable.
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Table 2: Quantities of Flint from Transects 9, 12 &.

r3 (Field 5400); Tra¡sect H (Field 8903)

Transect flake cofe wâste bu¡nt
flint

9 18 0 ?1 20

t2 t0 0 0 I

t3 t4 0 0 z0

H 8 0 0 I

3.2 Ceramic building materials [CBM] (Figure 4)

The ceramic building materials consists of brick, tile and material which could be eiûrer brick of
tile, but which is roo small co idencifr wirh certainty. The distribution is limited to the western

pan of boúr parcel 5400 and to a spread across the middle of 8903. In the latrer case the materi¿l

ieems mainly ro be disuibuted away from rhe roads bordering the ûeld. In the former case the

distribution may in part be a producr of the topography: the westetn corner of the field is the

lowest lying part. The distribution ofother Ênds is confined to úris part of rhe field.

,.3 Othe¡ materials (Figure 5 E¿ 6)

Other materials were recovered in such small quantities during the field walking that úreir

distributions are not panicularly significant. They do however show a similar pattern to that for

ceramic building macerials in that they a¡e concentrated in the western pan of field 5400. Yery

litde pottery wai .eco.,e¡ed and none of rhis was early in date. The earliest ceramics wete early

poscmedieval (16th- ro 17th-century in dace). The absence ofpomery and other finds, other úra¡

flint, of prehiscoric, Romano-British or medievai date is noceworthy.

4 Discr¡ssion and Interpretation

only signifìcant finds found during the fieldwalking were worked flint and pieces of burnt

unwo¡kéd flint, The quantities of both wo¡ked and burnt flint were the sma-l[, and the worked

flint insufiìciently distinctive to be closely darable. It is possibly Neolithic or Bronze Agc in date.

There is an absence of other prehistoric finds and in panicular pottery. No Iron Age or Romano-

British material was found, and no Saxon o¡ medieva.l Ênds. The bulk of the finds consisted of
post-medieva.l building materials. Farm buildings a¡e know to have existed in the area in the past,

for example Bournes Barn within dre bounds of the present quarry (OAU 1995, Gazeneer No 44),

and ttre building materials may be derived from these.
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,{.ppendix 1: Field¡calking, phase f, Apdl 1995 - OS parcel 5400

(i) Flint

T¡a¡6ect Bag flekes cotes other burnt
flint

Comments

2

3

2

4 I

4

2

3 2

4

5

5 2

3 2

5

6 I

7 2 3

6 t I

5 I

6 I

7

7 2

z I

3 I

4

6

9 2

l0

lt 3

comp I 7/c:\fi eldwk\wecqu\wccqO I i.app
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Trenscct Bag flakes othc¡ bu¡nt
{lint

C-ofi¡lnents

I I
*possible irregular waste

2 I

1 I I

4

6

8 3

9 L

l0

9 I

z

3

4

5 2 4

6 3

7 6 t *possible irregular waste

9 t *large

1l )

t2 2 6

l0 z

5 2

6

8

9

1l

t2

l3

1t 4

5

6 I
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Trâ¡scct Bag flakec other bu¡nt
flint

C,omments

11

(cont)
7

t2 z

t2 2 z

6

7

8 z

9

ll

l3 2

t3 2 6

3 2

4 2

5 3 3

6 2 I

7 4

8 4

9 2 I

l1 't 1

14 2 2

3 2

r5

l6

3 2

5

t7 I ll* *possible irregular waste

t8

Totals 70 I t 9l

comp t 7/ c: \ fi eldw k\we cqu\wccqO I i. app 10



Appendix l: Fieldwalking, phase l, April 1995 - OS parcel 5400

(ii) Finds other than Flint

Trðrsect B"g CBM earthen
wâ¡e

mlsc
fired
c'¿.y

other
finds

Comments

I *post-med

2 1 ) * (uncertain date)

3

z I 1*

l+

*slate

+china, rransfer-printed

3

4

4 I t *slate

) 2 3
*slate

3 ) 2 *post-med

4 2

5

6

) 2 I 4 *posr-med

+china, white

3 t2 3. I+

2#

* glazed, post- med

+tile, stone
#coal

5 2 3

6 t2
I+

1#

t-

*gÌazed, post- med
+flowerpot

#slate

-cinder

7

7 3
*glazed, larc med/posr
med

8 z

3 I *glass, ìboale

4 z I *glass, brown bottle
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Transect B"g CBM ea¡then
wafe

mßc
fi¡ed
cl¿y

other
finds

Comments

8
(conÐ

5

6 t

9

10

u 2 t *post med

J 3 1f

2+

*slace

+slag

12 z

T2

13 9

t4

15

L6 )

t7

18

Totals t4 t2 t5 l6

rr
I
I
t
I
I
¡

t
I
I
I
¡

I
t
I
t
I
t
t
t

ù
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Appendix 2: Fieldwalking, phase 2, October f995 - OS parcel 8903 (part)

(i) Flint

Transect Bag flake¡ cores otler buJnt
unwo¡ked
flint

Comments

A

B

C

D

E

F 2

8 I

9 I

G

H 4

6 2

7 I I

8 2

l0 I

11 1

T 7 irregular debitage

K

L

M

N

Totals 9 o I 3
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Tr¿nsect B.g CBM earthen
wafe

Misc
fired
clay

othcr
finds

Comments

A- I

B

C I *glass, lt green, ìwindow

3 2

D 2 2

5

E I 3

2 2

3 t

F 2 5

3 1

5 I

G 5 2

6 I

H 4 2

6 2

8

2

l2

I 6

7

8 2 I

9

l1 1

,{ppendix 2: Fieldwalking, phase 2, October 1995 - OS Parcel 8903 (Part)

(ii) Finds other than flint
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Transect B.B CBM earthen
waf€

Misc
6red
clay

other
finds

Commeng

K 5 t

6 I

8 I

L

M

N

fqr^ls 38 0 2 I

comp l7lclfi eldwk\wecqu\wccq02ii app
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Appendix 3: The Worked Flint

by Philippa Bradley

The flinr is generally very heavily corcicared being white or bluish grey in colour; cortex whe¡e

present is thin and white, cream or light brown in colour. The materia.l was abraded and a few

pieces were iron-stained. The burnt unworked flint is mosdy very heavily c¿Icined, a few pieces

were less heavily burnt and a light grey in colour,

OS Parcel 5400

A small assemblage of 74 pieces oFworked flint and 81 burnt unworked flins was recovered from
fieldwalking in Field 5400. The assemblage consists of70 flakes, three pieces ofirregular waste e¡d
a core. Both hard- and soft-hammers were used. There âPPeared to be licde in the way ofplarform
preparation. The cor.e has two placforms bur had not been extensively worked. The majoriry ofthe
burnt unworked flints are sma.ll ¿ 5-10 g although there a¡e a few pieces weighing up to 200 g.

The flinr seems ro be thinly disrributed âcross the field although drere seemed to be some biæ in
the recovery in some areæ (eg ransects 1-2 and 14-18).

The lack of rerouched forms or diagnostic debirage makc daring chis assemblage difficult. However,
this material would nor be out of place in a Neolithic or Bronze Age context.

OS Parcel 8903 (pan)

Ten pieces of worked flint and three pieces of burnt unworked flinc were recovered from the
fieldwalking in Field 8903.

The æsemblage consisted of nine flakes and one piece of irregular debitage. The flint is very

similar in character co the material recovered from the initial phase of ûeldwalking and may be of
rhe sâme date. However, the lack of diagnosdc rerouched forms or debicage and the size of úris

assemblage hamper dating. The quantiry offlinr from field 8903 was very sparse.

:l
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Figure 1: Westbury Chalk Quarry IVECQU 95): Location of Evaluation Areas A and B
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