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Summary

From the 20" July 2011, OA East carried out an archaeological watching brief at
Brandon Sewage Treatment Works (TL 7749 8647). The monitoring was carried out
during the excavation of an area for the construction of a new wash-down slab, and
related ducting and pipework. Three further areas were excavated to create parking
space, an area to store subsoil and an area for the construction of a new pump
base. A single archaeological feature was identified within the area of the wash-
down slab.
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1 GEoLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

1.1.1

The site, located within the Brandon Sewage Treatment Works, lies on the edge of a
flood plain south of the river Little Ouse. The flood plain is made up of chalk bedrock
sealed by wind blown deposits and peat (Tester 2008, Craven 2007). The site is
located at 5.3-5.9m OD.

2 ARcHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
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Scattered sites around Brandon indicate the presence of Neolithic (BRD 193), Bronze
Age (BRD 193), Iron Age (BRD 047) and some Roman (BRD 026/046) occupation.

The most substantial occupation of Brandon starts in the Middle Saxon period with an
unnamed settlement located south of the River Little Ouse at Staunch Meadows; now
the current recreation grounds to the north-west of the Sewage Treatment Works. A
complete settlement with buildings, industrial area and at least one church were
uncovered in a series of excavations (BRD 018)that started in the 197Q0's. This
settlement was located on a sand bar island above the surrounding flood plain. The
flood plain was made up of peat deposits (BRD 204). The settlement was built at the
lowest crossing point of the Little Ouse and evidence of a causeway crossing the river
was uncovered (Carr 1988, Craven 2007).

Evidence for at least 25 recognised buildings were discovered. These were of similar
construction and had little evidence to identify the function of separate structures. A
church was found within the settlement.

The high quality artefacts and ecclesiastical material recovered from the site would
suggest some form of religious or monastic site. The main focus of the occupation was
Middle Saxon with a date range of 600-900AD. A major landscape change was
recorded and dates to circea 640AD.

The site went out of use around the 9" Century and is likely to coincide with the Danish
occupation of Thetford. Around this time the settlement moves to the south of the
Sewage Treatment plant. It was focussed around the area of St. Peter's church, the
only grade 1 listed building in Brandon, located opposite the entrance to the sewage
works. The earliest surviving parts of the church date to the 13™ century (BRD
071/202) (Tester 2008).

Final abandonment of the area around St. Peters church and the sewage treatment
works occurred in the 15™ - 16" century (Pocock) A recent housing estate was later
built within this area.

Anglo-saxon material has also been recovered from the area of the Sewage plant itself
(BRD 047/misc).

3 MEeTHODOLOGY

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

The objective of this watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible the
presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

The Brief required that any archaeological features exposed during ground works were
recorded and interpreted to an acceptable standard in accordance with IFA guidelines.

The area of investigation was located at the north-west edge of the current sewage
treatment works. The slab was located 2m north of the sludge holding tanks and 5m
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3.1.4

3.1.5

3.1.7

west of the aeration tank. The car park area was located at the end of the concrete
road to the west of the slab area and spoil heap area was located north of the car park
area. The ducting and pipework ran from the slab area to the south and east between
the sludge holding tanks, the primary settlement tanks and the aeration tank. The
pump slab was located between the two primary settlement tanks (fig. 2).

All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales
digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

Site conditions were generally good, with bright occasionally cloudy weather. The initial
ground works for the car park, spoil heap and slab were carried out by a 2 tonne 360
mechanical excavator using a 1.2m ditching bucket. The machine was replaced with a
5 tonne 360 mechanical excavator using a 1.8m ditching bucket at the point it was
realised a deeper excavated depth was needed to provide sufficient support for the
wash-down slab. The machining was controlled by a banksman.

The ducting and pipework trenches were excavated using a 0.6m wide ditching bucket
under the control of a banksman.

The Pump slab was excavated using the 5 tonne 360 mechanical excavator using a
1.8m ditching bucket.

4 REesuLts
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Car Park and Spoil Heap Areas

The area excavated to extend the area for parking cars contained a single deposit (5).
5 was made up of a mix of recently redeposited sand, peat and topsoil, most likely
formed during the construction of the concrete sewage tanks in the 1970's.  This
deposit was partially excavated to a maximum depth of 0.14m. As such no
archaeological deposits were uncovered.

The area excavated for the spoil heap was located slightly to the north of the Car
parking area. This again was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.14m. It contained a
single deposit (6). 6 is likely to be the same deposit as 5. No archaeological deposits
were located within this area

Wash-down Slab Area

The area excavated for the placement of the wash-down slab was excavated to a
maximum depth of 1.83m in the south-east corner. Within the area of the wash down
slab a single archaeological feature and three deposits were recorded.

The archaeological feature 1 was a small curvilinear gully running from a north-east to
south-west alignment turning to an east west alignment (fig. 2/3 Section 1). It had a
maximum depth of 0.20m and a maximum width of 0.45m. The Gully was shallow with
gently sloping sides and a concave to flat base. The gully contained a single fill, (2), a
light black-brown silty-sand. The entirety of the visible feature was excavated by hand
for finds retrieval.

The remaining two deposits were composed of recently redeposited material (3 and 4).
3 was a firm/compact dark-black-brown sandy silt formed from redeposited peat mixed
with topsoil and sand. 4 was a loose mid-grey-brown silty-sand formed from a mix of

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 8 of 13 Report Number 1299



4.3
4.31

4.3.2

44
441

sand, topsoil and peat. Both of these deposits seem to have been formed by a mix of
the local peat, topsoil and sand (fig. 3 Section 2).

Ducting and Pipework

A series of trenches were put in to take electrical ducting and pipework to and from the
wash-down slab. The ducting and pipework was primarily excavated to the south of the
slab although one pipe trench was excavated north of the slab to the drill pit. The
pipework was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m through redeposited material
around the sewage tanks this material was similar and likely to be the same as 4, a mix
of topsoil, peat and sand, most likely formed during the excavation of the sewage tanks
in the 1970's. These trenches and pipework did not impact on archaeological levels.

Further excavation was carried out for a drill pit into the main drain north of the wash-
down slab. The drill pit was excavated using a 1.8m ditching bucket and was 1.2 deep.
The deposit excavated was the same as 4, a loose mid-grey-brown sandy-silt formed
from redeposited material. The excavation was not deep enough to impact on
archaeological levels.

Pump slab

An area of 5.2m by 6m was excavated to the south-east of the wash-down slab
between the primary settlement tanks. This slab was excavated to a maximum depth of
0.55m and had no impact on archaeological features as it remained within the ground
disturbed by the construction of the sewage works.

5 DiscussioN aAND CoNCLUSIONS

5.1
5.1.1

5.2
5.2.1

5.2.2

Car park, Spoil heap, Pump Slab, Pipework and Ducting areas

These areas were not excavated to a sufficient depth to impact on archaeological
features.

Wash-down Slab area

The slab area uncovered the only archaeological feature 1. 1 was a small curvilinear
ditch that could be a segment of a ring gully forming an eaves drip for a round house, or
part of an early boundary or drainage ditch. However, due to the small area uncovered
the use of the gully could not be fully determined.

The worked flint recovered from within the feature would suggest a prehistoric date.
This is supported by the fact it cuts into a wind blown sand. The wind blown sand
certainly formed under the peat and may be a similar deposit to that identified under the
peat within excavations carried out in the recreation grounds adjacent to the sewage
treatment works. The excavation of the recreation grounds suggested the peat growth
occurred from the late iron age (Tester 2008).
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