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RBackground {(Fig 13

Oriel college has JTor several vyesrs oeEen refurbishing Lis
progerty on the Yisland szite” enclosed by High Suvreet, Orig!l
Strect, Origl Sguare and 5t Edward Streetb. There ars buili-up
frontages on each sirget, with some rear extensions, but the mest
conspicuous rear structure 1s a stone block 100 Teet long oy 30
feet wide with high wingows, looking i socme rescects like &
converted barn, tut identificed &as & converted court for Real
Tenmis, A briet history of the standing bullding was Dreparess
oy John Astdown for Owford City Council datz Sugust L9787 .The
building was still wused &s a <tennis court i 1859, bul was
comverted to four billiard rooms within the mext nine VESTE, &N
came into the ownership of the college in 1373, aftor which It
was converted to lecture rooms.

The building is mow divideos imtg Tive sgciions, the norihernmost
including the original enltrance having already besn converted oy
the college. The remsinder now mouses Lhe colls mECGLCal cEntre
aMhG various stores. A% an Uxtord building 1t vary unusual in
mavirg hiigh guality ashlar facing on the insidge, while oo
cutside is ruoblie. The reascn here 1is that the ashiler wWas
Droviging plaving surfaces Tor the hard corke-centresd  tennis
balls, amd the wall finiseh reverits (0 plaster on rubble where Lt
was originally proteEctes by ohe pentice "galleries' againsit ohe
west and scouth (and origimally morth o wallsi. Chn thiz gast wall
the ashlar glaving surface has been concealed Sy panelling,
behirnd whizhn the “"chase’ markings of the tennis Couri survive s
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Structural support for the oo
ocrovided by the seriecs of cak posts and wall-Zlates
W i o k

the stome ou

s wWhich maetc

Tre double-trussed roo? ie of oime, and would 704

a Cabte in bthe late 18ih roomarly LPth century

segquency of events iz therefore a3 Tollows:

i Dimgle truss root by 1675 {Laggan’s Map).

2 Jak posits andg brages rou &
root, perhaps late 18Uk




-
<
a rr

) Conversion to billiard rooms with corridor, with the
windows being reset im the corridor partitiom to gi
marimum light.
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The above sequence suggest that the court could have retaimed its
origifial roof well into the late 18tk cerntury which may well have
been of caxk, standing on the survivicg cak posits. A date for
this roof arrangement would be given by tree-ring daticmg, bHub as
Fas ben noted by J H Ashdown, the court need mnot always have
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been rocfed, ana may have existed Tor many decac
garlicest deplction in 1675,

The Archaeeclcooical Hockoround (Fig 43

The tennis court stanmds 1n one of the ol

close to the High Streel, just west of t T
Saxon gast ramparts, and beside Griel Btreet, which has lorng Heen
grgued &% the snomaly in the Oxford Strset lavout, possibly
limking am ancient ford close to 8t Frideswides gpriory with argas
of pretlstoric andg Fomss Settlement under the Science Ares and
the presumed Roman road on the line of the Bambury road.

The QFDUHDJ bemeatih 1t is therefore likely 1o have bzen of
considerable archagclogical Lmoortance In 1ts awn right, enhanced
oy having een sgaled alt this early date.

The Redevelopment Proposal

Following discussions withy the By
Yimcent Smith, it is undersicod
e walls of bthe existing structure
ang diyg out the interior. I wisw
gariy tennls courts, the likelih
s@als & unicue time Lupgula ot 16t
likelithood of important evidence
before and after the Tourmdation of
L2, this assessment was undertak
lost to dxford’ sz heritage.
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Tremech 1

Small areas of mortar screed were stripped by hand dowin o & grevy
loam surface, which was itself excavated to depihs of 0.1 m.
Finds inciuded a fragment of medieval window Glass.
Trencn @ {(Figs 2,3)
Ervcavated mechanically to I.lm below datum. The secticrn showsd
mortair Z-1 above and loam 2-2, like the sguivalent lavers i,
Trench 1, and & gravelly vard surfesce 2-3 at
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Im below datum
N .
i

Berneath was a fTurthers 2.8m loam including a horizontally &

geposit ot stone (2-4/71) at 1.465 below datum, The loam secled
the curving stone at the edge of a hollaow festure 2-3 which was
filled with layers of ash and white <lay, and which is
interpreted as the basoe of amn oven vielding pottery of thg —~-

century,
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Tremoh 3 {(Figs 2,3}

This trench was gxcavated by the College in the socuth/west Corner
af the buillding, down o Lhe Lotiom Courses T owElls
{(3-3, 3-&) which at least partially underlay the L ocf the
standing bullding. A5 slsewhars, the tenni urt walls werse
Fere foundeg an l&rgm horizomta L

(’ 7 which served to spread

G 70m el ow *W*um. The  mos
J.' hi 5
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DrOpeEr Ty ooundary , the south
scutic of the line of a massiwv
probably alse a property bound
RO In the angle bsitween

amGrphnous Tiill viwlding pottery
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Further trenching by the Col footing 3.3 @& exiend
gastwards, virtually the full widith of the building, with a
shallower footing S—4 rectuwrning oorith.

AL )Y

[ W

- 1oL . o
Oy Madre

—h e
L
-
s
-
o
I
ot
'
&}
]
37
]
&R
8]
=
£
Ui
<
Y
o
—
5
]
<
o
L
18]
oL

a
e
o
i
el
L1

.l




Eight assemblages were assessed visually. Efarlicst was the base

of & small cooking pot in Owford Fabric B, 10th to early 1ith

Centuries but also im use in the Yth cemntury. [t is similar to
1

ary example fTrom Hertford Co
Gammolean MUuseum.

iege now on display in the

Just above this Saxon festure was the oven-bass with sarly

i3tn century pottery (Z2-3), armd this gomparable materi
icam levels 2-4 which sesaled it. Orly at & %m;,rf level
WaS later medieval pottery encounterad, including
whitewares ang late Brill types {(Fabrics AR and BX) which

a 16t century date.

~ PR}

Me uppermost layer of Trench 2 (2.2 etc! corntained sherds of a
similar date to those above, with the top surface &Z-1 possibly
extending imto the 174%h century. The latEﬁt group came Trom Fit
w2 in the south west cormer, with two Frechen type drinking

ri
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vessels, & Brill Jjug in Fabrigc BX and a baking dish. On mnaticnal
COMpEErison these would daete to = irst guarter of the 17th
century, about 20 vears before Prince Rupsrt and the king used
. A

the court in L642.

Discussion  {(Fig 4)

Am o important advance was to estalliish that mot only coes whe Lho
natural gravel Survive in omg olacs but that 1t waz &t s
comparable level to the original ground surface SEen oreviousiy
1.5m tengath Griel Btreet, (P McHeague, OAU site record OXCET,
Suguet 19853).  This is proot that whatever disturosnce resulitsd
from medisval sanitation pits, on this site 14 was relacivaely
continasd,and this i1s confirmes Dy The Taot thaet the tenmis court
bas stood for 300 yvears omn such shallow foundgsticons.

There was at least one garly pilt on the site, the festurs wnich
proguced the base of Fith-1Cih century cookimg pot (3-&). The
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visible area o©f this deposit was too small o be confirmeo
h)

whether it was & cess pit, cerlar pit or well, anag 11 would mecd
- _

further excavation to produce o clear decision of wihethoe 1L was
before or after the foundation of the fTortress town of . AD YL1i-
12, Exrthizr way 1t Joins & Ccmparativé‘y small number  oT
assemblages of this periocd, which were e recognized in Oxiord
in the last 20 vears and wihnich &rg now proving iopor

together the ceramic history of 'soguthern England.

the Sawxon town, Lt will provioge strong support Tor

of nreourgbal Oxford, and thers iS Oo rEancn winy

be accompanied by Roman or storic deposits

Frigeswides Monastery O Dress ).

~oove the Saxon fealtuwre was Deginning of an atoumulation of
toam surfTaces whioh probaebly reoresent bsckysrds over the @arly
“Gnturfes of Oriel Street oroperities. They would no
include lightweight bulldings and other structures wivicnh

unracugni:ab z in the comntexrt of Lhig —w-- Gf
where bthey inglude definitive oubtlines suohn as
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}; wr gxtensive spreads of stone such as 2-4/1. Otherwise these
levels are likely to represent the frequent floor sweepings from
the main house, and gther comti refuse oroduction. It is
most Signif’camt that no assemalage contained clay pipes,
the assumption thnalt the medieval deposiis were sealed
ﬂmﬂis court surface at &

"7;‘.‘

arly date.

Medieval Boundarie

The assesesment trenches were necessarily con
end of the LWilding whic .
pe
[

medieval Oxford would-be

Origl Sirest.

Oxford' s medisval plarn has  besn compiled from documentary

gpvidence using the available topographical sources. Most main

frontage propeErtics extend =Y HEOm, bul clearly at sitr

cornegrs there hod Lo bLe COMpromilses. Thie tennis court inciudes

am  area where ths vaerds of High Street and Criel! Sireet

properties would have interlocked, perbaps chenglng hHands  on
1
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The Tenmnis Jourt

8 glamnce at the

complete grxample oF a full 1007t 1o leng 5
its Z20ft breadth iz substamitiaslly less than the Merion Collego
Court (736FL) which is reputed fiself to be dnususlly small. The
irtoroael ashlar wall finlohes &re COMDEraiively Wnwoathoered,

suguesting that they have always
in

irressective  oOF  whsbher here was
betoreihand.
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Aecommendations (Fig 3)

A pragtice is being estatlisnhed whereby assessments of this sort
are referred to the County Archagologist for o recommendaticn on
what work should be undertaken to instigate the impact of the
proposed development. On the bases of the Unit's expsrience,

1

Fowever, the objectives would take sccount of bhe following.

ot

1 Survey of existing buildirng, including the rooi; the wal
framing; the stone walls including several blocked ocpeEnings
ard the exsgoerated sterting-course on the sast elevation;
the distribution of ashlar amd other wall imishes oo Lhe

irterior; the painted court markings; the net supporis.

2 Derndrochronclogical (tree—-ring) dating of the cak structure.
I Grchacolcgica ercavation of the superficiasl levels btelow
the playing surface as they become avallable.
4 frchasoclogical watchimg‘b;ief of contractor s gxcavatlicon.
Sl Full archasological ressarch excavation wiithin the bounds
L

of structural stability of the buiiding, partly funcec by
creation of a hole of an agreed profile to give theo main

contractor access for hils wunderpinmning wors

B G Durham
Ouford Archaeclogical Unit
July 198%
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