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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION

1. SUMMARY

The Oxford Archaeological Unit (OAU) carried out a field evaluation at East Park Farm,
Charvil on behalf of a Consortium (Laings Homes, Bryant Homes and Charles Church
Developments). The area where the house and farm buildings of East Park Farm formerly
stood was trenched but only modern deposits were present. A medieval headland visible as a
ridge crosses the site from N to S. This headland formed along a ditched boundary which was
later used as a trackway to East Park Farm and which continued to the §.  Inthe N of the
site prehistoric activity is indicated by a scatter of struck flints over an area of some 5 ha and
early Neolithic pottery is present at the E of the site. Within the N-S headland there is a rise in
the gravel subsoil with a scoop some 17 m across cut into it. The scoop contains middle
Neolithic pottery and struck flint. The soils over the top of the scoop are a distinctive
chocolate brown markedly different to the red-brown old ploughsoil overlying the gravel
across the rest of the site, This area has been protected from ploughing and it is possible that
a prehistoric earthwork survives. One (middle Neolithic) Peterborough ware pit and a tree-
throw pit which seemed to be associated with a scatter of flints and sherds ol Peterborough
ware indicate Neolithic activity. An old stream course at the S of the evaluation area contains
a Mesolithic Thames pick (similar to that illustrated on the cover) and one Mesolithic blade

2. INTRODUCTION

In March and April 1996 a field evaluation was carried out by the OAU on behalf of the
Consortium (Laing Homes, Bryant Homes and Charles Church Developments) as a part of a
condition imposed on planning permission for housing, sports facilities and flood aileviation
work at grid reference SU 778 754 (Fig.1).

3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

East Park Farm lies in an area which has proved to be rich in archaeological remains. In
particular there is evidence of extensive prehistoric and Roman activity on the gravel terraces
in the valleys of the middle Thames and its tributaries.

A desktop study was commissioned from Oxford Archaeological Associates (Johnson,
1995) by the previous landowner RMC Properties Ltd. This gives detailed information on the
known archaeology around the site. There were no known archaeological remains within the
evaluation site prior to the evaluation. However, tlint artefacts and Roman pottery were
recovered from the gravel extraction area immediately to the E.



The site lies close to the confluence of the River Thames and the Loddon (Fig.1).
Typically such confluences are the location of extensive Neolithic and Bronze Age ceremonial
landscapes. The Scheduled Ancient Monuments to the NE of Sonning form one such
landscape. A middle Neolithic cursus and mortuary enclosures have Bronze Age burial
mounds (signified now by cropmarks) aligned off them, Neolithic settlement has been
detected near the cursus. Roman activity is also indicated by cropmarks. Some of these
appear to be linear ditches aligned along the same axes as the Neolithic ceremonial monuments
(Johnson 1995 Fig. 2).

Neolithic and Bronze Age settlements have been located to the E of the evaluation site
by the East Berkshire Archaeological Survey (Ford 1987 passim). These are part of a much
larger pattern of settlement which was unrecognised before Ford carried out his survey.

The local sites most relevant to the present evaluation are the ritual landscape indicated
by the cursus and associated monuments and the settlements (o the E (an indication of these
sites 1s shown on Fig. 1).

4, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

The site, which has been used for arable, lies on the W edge of the second gravel terrace
overlooking the Loddon and covers an area of 25 hectares at a height of around 35 m O.D.
A smail portion of the site to the W is on the edge of higher terraces at 40.5 m OD. The site
is overlooked to the W by 4" terrace deposits.

The natural subsoil across the site consists of sands and gravels. The natural subsoil
has been truncated by ploughing across all of the site; there were no clear remains of
undisturbed soils (other than in Trench 15 see below). The site is well-drained because of the
sandy nature of the subsoil. However, standing water is known on the site in winter,

The site is fairly flat but some rises and two noticeable ridges are clearly visible with a
high spot corresponding to the site of East Park Farm (see contours on Fig. 2).

5. EVALUATION STRATEGY

The strategy was based on a 1.5% sample of the area (54 renches each ¢1.5 m wide and 30 m
long set out in a grid pattern} with an extra 0.5 % sample (a further 18 trenches) to be
deployed after on site meetings with Babtie Public Services Division who provide
archaeological advice to the Local Planning Authority. The trenches were to be excavated by
either a 15 ton 360 degree tracked mechanical excavator or a JCB 3CX. The initial trenches
representing a 1.5 % sample were numbered {rom 1 to 54 with additional trenches denoted by
a letter suffix, for example additional trenches to Trench 15 were numbered 13A, etc. (Fig. 2).
Sample sections were cleaned and areas of the trenches were hand cleaned as appropriate. In
most instances the trenches were machined down to the top of the sands and gravels.

Several trenches were not excavated because either they lay under overhead power
cables or they were within the area of old gravel pits. The trenches in the old gravel pits were
relocated in the area of sports field. Following the reduction of the area to be sampled the
total number of excavated trenches was 54 numbered between 1 and 65 with gaps (NB due to
the extensions to several of the renches the total length of trench dug represents 60 trenches).

The archaeclogical feawres encountered were sampled by hand to determine their



nature and depth and to recover dating evidence. The features were planned at a scale of
1:100 (details at 1:50) and their sections drawn at scales of etther 1:20 or 1:50.

A program of sieving was also carried out. Approximately 30 litres each of topseil and
old ploughsoil were sieved from either end of each trench (for results see Figs 3 and 4).

6. RESULTS

6.1 Soils
The general soil type is sandy loam. The underlying subsoil is sand or gravel.

6.2 Archaeology

A stream course in the S part of the site shows some Mesolithic activity. The N part of the
site {the proposed housing arca) shows use in the Neolithic and perhaps Bronze Age. Later
prehistoric activity may be indicated by a small amount of pottery and perhaps the shallow

ditch and gully.

The dimensions of the features can be {ound in Table 4.
6.3 Trench description (location of Trenches on Fig.2)

6.3.1 Flood alleviation area (Trenches 35-41, 52 and test pits 46 and 49)

6.3.1.1 Trenches 33, 37, 39, 40, 41 and 52

These trenches were uniformly very shallow with the topsoil (1.3 m deep directly overlying the
angular gravel, Few finds were recovered from sieving the soils. A modern posthole cut into
the subsoil and sealed by the ploughsoil was found in Trench 35.

6.3.1.2 Trenches 36 and 38

These two trenches revealed parts of a palaeochannel (Fig. 5) whose fills were distinguished
by their purple hue caused by manganese staining. In Trench 38 the channel wasl7 m wide and
1.7 m deep. A wide shallow channel, 0.9 m deep, filled much of Trench 36 and this was cut
by a shallower channel 7 m wide and 1.5 m deep. A Mesolithic Thames pick was recovered
the upper surface of the gravel at the side of the later channel in Trench 36/6 and a smalt flint
blade was also recovered. The channel was filled with a fine silt 36/4 and the remaining slight
depression silted up slowly 36/3. This upper silt contained burnt flint and late prehistoric
pottery. Thirty litres of soil was sieved from the lower fills of each channel but no further
artefacts were recovered. An environmental sample of the lower {ill of the channel in Trench
36 proved sterile.

6.3.1.3 Trenches 46 and 49
Trenches 46 and 49 were machined to a depth of 1.2 m and modern deposits were recorded.

These trenches were merely test-pits as the deposits that they revealed indicated that it was
likely that the entire area of the former gravel workings had been truncated by gravel



extraction.

6.3.2 Sports field area (Trenches 29-34, 53 and 60-64)

6.3.2.1 Trenches 31, 32, 33, 34, 53, 60, 61, 62, 63 and 64

These trenches were around 0.45 to 0.6 m deep. A layer of red-brown old ploughsoil
averaging 0.3 m deep overlay the sand. Few finds were recovered from the trenches with the
exception of trench 34 which contained 2 flakes and one scraper.

6.3.2.2 Trenches 294 and 29, 30 and 32

These trenches covered the former site of East Park Farm (Fig. 11). They all showed
extensive truncation of the natural subsoil by modern demolition which was up to 1.25 m deep
in trench 32, 0.41 m deep in Trench 29A and 0.26 m deep in Trench 29.

Trench 29A was an irregular shaped trench through the bathroom of the former farmhouse.
Wall footings, pipes etc. were visible. The natural sand was overlain by brick and mortar
demolition which capped the modern footings (and which rested on concrete). The demolition
was sealed by a clay loam.

Trench 29 was 10 m long and contained a single layer of demolition material. Trench 32 was
29.4 m long. The N end of the trench was adjacent to the concrete farmyard surface, some of
which was mechanically removed, which sealed the natural sand. 11.5 m from the N end of
the trench were the remains of a farm building. The demolition was over 1.25m deep and the
instability of the sides precluded detailed recording. For safety reasons the trench was filled as
soon as was practicable.

Trench 30 was excavated in the garden of the former farmhouse. A modern ditch, 30/12 with
recut 30/14 was aligned parallel to the present hedge at a distance of 7 m ., The ditches were
1.4 mand 0.97 m wide and 0.3 m and 0.35 m deep respectively. The ditches were sealed
under modern deposits30/4 and 30/5. To the centre of the trench were extensive modern
drains.

6.3.3 Housing area (Trenches 1-10, 12-28, 43, 44, 55-59 and 65)

6.3.3.1 Trench 4 (Fig.6}

The sand was capped by a red brown old ploughsoil which filled some plough furrows; topsoil
overlies the old ploughsoil. Hand cleaning the trench produced two sherds of early Neolithic
pottery and one flint flake was also recovered. Three flakes were recovered from the sieving
{Figs 3, 4 and 10).

6.3.3.2 Trench 43(Fig. 6)

The sand was capped by a red brown old ploughsoil which was sealed by lopsoil. A small pit
43/4 cut into the sand was sealed by the old ploughsoil. The pit contained 21 sherds of middle
Neolithic pottery which was identified as Fengate substyle of the Peterborough Ware. Seven
flint flakes were also recovered. An environmental sample was very rich in hazelnut shells and



also contained oak charcoal. These charred plant remains are typical of Neolithic occupation.

A slight E-W ridge was visible in the field. This ridge was seen in Trench 43 as a rise
in the natural with chalk patches. A section was cut across the ridge but it was formed of
unploughed natural material. The chalk 43/6, which is found deeper in the geological
stratigraphic sequence, seems to have been brought 1o the surface by tree root action.

6.3.3.3 Trenches 5, 23 and 55

These trenches were cut across the E-W ridge seen in Trench 43 with similar results.
Late prehistoric pottery and struck flints were recovered (Figs 3, 4 and 10).

6.3.3.4 Field boundary in Trenches 9, 13, 15, 15A and 59 (figs 7, 8 and 9)

A large N-S, V profile ditch was recorded in Trenches 9, 13, 15, 15A and 59. It was
truncated by ploughing and so was sealed beneath old ploughsoils 9/4, 13/3, 15/3, 15A/3 and
59/3. It is possible that the ditch was sealed beneath 59/12 as it was beneath 9/4 (see below)
and that 59/12 represents an old ploughsoil rather than an original subsoil. The ditch
contained few finds. Flints were found in the ditch Trench 13 and in Trench 59 flints and one
Roman and one late prehistoric sherd were recovered from the upper fills. One sherd of late
prehistoric pottery was also recovered from the lowest fill. In Trench 15 an old turf line 15/§
was identified in the ditch. This was not identified elsewhere.

6.3.3.5 Headland and trackway(Fig. 9}

A series of Trenches (8, 9, 13, 15, 15A, and 59) were cut across the N-S ridge. The ridge was
found to be formed of old ploughsoils and was thus interpreted as a headland. The depth of
the old ploughsoils to the gravel was 0.5 m in Trench 15 (not including the modern turf) while
in Trenches 8, 9, 13 and 59 the depth of old ploughseil to the sand was 0.9, 1.1, 1.2 and 0.9 m
respectively (Figs 7, 8 and 9).

In Trench 8 an interface 8/6 between the red brown ploughsoils and sand 8/7 contained
Bronze Age pottery. A remnant of old ploughsoil 8/5 overlay the interface and was sealed by
old ploughsoil 8/4. Both of these layers contained Bronze Age pottery. A sandy layer 8/3
was thought to represent the old trackway and this layer was sealed under old ploughsoil 8/2
which contained Saxon pottery. The ridge was capped by turf and topsoil 8/1.

In Trench 9, as was the case in Trench 8, the ridge was found to be formed from an
old ploughsoil 9/3. An interface 9/4 which lay between the sand and old ploughsoil seemed to
fill a depression in the sand. This depression may have been formed by medieval ploughing as
it overlay the fills of 9/9 a linear ditch.

Two parallel N-S ditches were seen in section in Trench 13 and 15 and one of them
was also recorded in Trenches 15A and 59. The ditches cut the old ploughsoils and were
sealed by only the modern topsoil and grass. These ditches did not cut the natural sand and
the fills were so similar in character to the ploughsoil that they were only seen in section once
differential drying had taken place. This might explain their apparent absence from Trenches 8
and 9.

Two hedges are seen in an aerial photograph (Johnson 1995, Fig. 9) forming the
trackway and these two ditches are likely 1o be related to these boundaries..

()



6.3.3.6 Material sealed by the headland- Trench 9 (Figs 8 and 9)

This trench was cut along the N-S ridge known to be an old trackway, extensions were dug to
the E and the W. Two rim sherds of Peterborough Ware were recovered from Trench 9.
However, these are from old ploughsoil 9/4 which also contained later prehistoric pottery.
Thirty-five flint flakes and other flint items were recovered. These finds were ¢lustered around
a tree-throw pit (9/13) with an oak charcoal rich fill which produced two flint tflakes and an
unidentifiable sherd of pottery.

6.3.3.7 Material sealed by the headland- Trenches 15and 15A (Fig. 7}

Trench 15 was cut across the ridge forming the old trackway, extensions were dug to the N
and the S and an additional trench 15A was cut to the SE, A scoop 15/13 which was
approximately 17 m across and 0.36 m deep had been cut (either by human or geological
action) into the sand and gravel.. The chocolate coloured lower fill of the scoop 15/28
contained nodules of chalk flint. The lower fill was overlain by a grey layer 15/27 and 15A/12
which also extended across the surface of the gravel. An environmental sample of this
material contained oak charcoal and a single cereal grain. The finds from 15/11
(undifferentiated fills 15/27 and 15/28) were 3 tlints, 6 sherds of Ebbstleet ware, 6 sherds of
other Neolithic pottery and 1 sherd of late prehistoric pottery. 15/27 was overlain by 15/10
which produced 4 flakes, 3 sherds of Neolithic pottery and one sherd of tate prehistoric
pottery. 15/10 was overlain by 15/26. The presence of Neolithic pottery from the lower of the
two 15/10 suggests that it has not been heavily ploughed. The layer 15/14 on the W side of
the trench may originally have been the same deposit as 15/26 but it appeared to have been
ploughed more heavily. All these layers were capped by old ploughsoil 15/3.

6.3.3.8 Postholes and gully in Trenches 13, 15A and 59

Two postholes were identified in Trench 15A. One of them 15A/6 was excavated and
produced a single sherd of late Neolithic or early Bronze Age pottery. A large posthole 59/5
was fully excavated in Trench 59 and had an cak charcoal rich fill which also contained a haze!
nut shell and so might be Neolithic. One undated posthole and a small gully 13/9 and 13/10
were excavated in Trench 13.

6.3.3.9 Trench 2 (Fig.5) and Trenches I and 3

Two shallow E-W linear features were found cut into the sand and sealed by the old
ploughsoil 2/2 in Trench 2. One of them, a small gully 2/4, contained one flake and 1 small
sherd of late prehistoric pottery. The slightly larger ditch 2/6 was not dated. A modermn large
sheep or goat (identified by N Scott) had been buried in a grave 2/9 cut through the old
ploughsoil 2/2. Further trenching around these features was deemed inadvisable for safety
reasons as the trench lay within a children’s play area.

Trenches 1 and 3 were shallow 0.35 and 0.5 m respectively with little old ploughsoil

(only 0.05 m in Trench 1). Trench 3 may have been slightly deeper than Trenches 1 and 2
because it was cut through vestigial E-W ridge and furrow.






