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SUMMARY

In September 2008 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out a field
evaluation at Sation Quarry, Steeple Morden Cambridgeshire, on behalf
of Omya UK Ltd. The evaluation revealed a hollow way which ran the
entire length of the evaluation area. A parallel shallower trackway was
present in places. A beam slot was located close to the hollow way. Other
trenches contained tree holes, none of which were dated, and a post-
medieval ditch and drain belonging to a post-medieval barn. A barrow
thought to be located at the north of the site was not found.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope of work

111

In September 2008, Oxford Archaeology (OA) carrimat a field evaluation at

Station Quarry, Steeple Morden, Cambridgeshire emalf of Omya UK Ltd. The

work was carried out in advance of a planning ajapion for the extension of the
existing chalk quarry. Andy Thomas of Cambridgesi@ounty Council produced a
brief outlining the archaeological requirementstioé work (CAPCA 2007). OA

prepared a Project Design (OA 2008) detailing hbasé requirements would be
met. The development site is situated at NGR TL83B339 and i€ 23 hectares in

area (Fig. 1).

1.2 Geology and topography

121

The site lies on Cretaceous Middle Challc&®2 m to 78 m above OD. The site is
situated on the northern slopes of Gallows Hill, mediately north of the
Hertfordshire border.

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

131

13.2

1.3.3

The site was subject to an aerial photographic sassent (CgMs 2002), an
Environmental Impact Assessment (OA 2005) and lahiialking and geophysical
survey (OA 2006). The fields immediately to theswef the site were subject to
fieldwalking, trench evaluation and a strip map aathple exercise (OA 2002, Piper
forthcoming). No significant find spots were notddring the fieldwalking, and
possible pits identified by the aerial photograp$icveys were revealed to be tree
holes in the strip map and sample exercise (OA 2@R 2005, Piper forthcoming).

The site lies close to the Icknield Way, identifieldewhere as a focus of Neolithic
activity. A probable Neolithic or Bronze Age flibtade was located to the immediate
west of the site.

The remains of a possible plough reduced Bronze lfegrow were identified to the

north of the site. A total of 33 possible BronzgeAbarrows have been identified
within 1 km of the site, in the form of earthworloomds or as ring ditches recorded
by aerial photography.
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134

135

1.3.6

1.3.7

1.3.8

The site lies within an area that was densely mdpdl in the Iron Age, with large
complexes of ditches forming field systems amongciwhwere scattered small
farming settlements. An Iron Age enclosure wasaeatedc 300 m south of the site,
near Lower Coombe Farm.

During the Roman period the Icknield Way is belikte have been straightened and
metalled. A Roman burial mound lies650 m east of the site, and crop marks are
thought to represent Roman enclosures.

A ditch and bank earthwork runs through the cenfréhe site, and was excavated
during the strip map and sample exercise (Pipeéhdoming). The ditch was shown
to be flat bottomed and 7.4 m wide and up to 0.9leep. The ditch contained

pottery dating to the Roman and early medieval gosti The remains of two

similarly dated structures were recorded, eachessted by parallel beam slots up
to 5 mlong, 0.8 m wide and up to 0.5 m deep.

A possible Anglo-Saxon burial site is recorded naahwell and Morden railway

station,c 900 m south-west of the site. A single find ofsgible Anglo-Saxon

pottery was recovered during the 2002 OA evaluatibhe site is likely to have been
heathland until enclosure during the early 19thwsn

The site of a former barn complex and cropmarkgatthg a former shelter belt and
associated ditches, first shown on the 1834 OS rhepwithin the site. Post-
medieval ditches and features possibly associatibdan 940s airstrip were revealed
during works to the west (OA 2002, Piper forthcogjin

1.4 Acknowledgements

14.1

OA would like to thank Rob Nicholson and Gavin Hswf Omya UK Ltd for their
assistance throughout the evaluation, and Andy Hsoaif Cambridgeshire County
Council who monitored the works.

2 EVALUATION AIMS

2.1 Genea

2.1.1 To establish the presence/absence of any archaealogmains within the area of
proposed development, and to determine the extendition, character, quality and
date of any remains that may affect further needrfibigation prior to the quarrying
process.

2.1.2 To establish the ecofactual and environmental pisterof any archaeological
deposits and features, and to make available thatseof the investigation.

2.2 Specific

2.2.1 To establish the presence/absence and naturesgrpagion of the barrow located to
the north of the site.

© Oxford Archaeology. November 2008 4
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2.2.2 To investigate the known geophysical anomaliesaodmarks.

2.2.3 To further investigate the trackway ditch identlfien the strip, map and sample
exercise.

2.2.4 To investigate areas of presumed low archaeologictgntial, so as to confirm the
accuracy of the geophysical and aerial photograiptécpretation.

3 EVALUATION METHODOLOGY

3.1 Scope of fieldwork

3.1.1 The evaluation consisted of 77 trenches, each megsB0 m by 2 m, and targeted
on geophysical anomalies, cropmarks, or set ot standard grid array (Fig. 2).

3.1.2 The trenching formed a 2% sample of the proposadnihg application area.

3.2 Fiddwork methods and recording

3.2.1 The overburden was removed under close archaealogigervision by a 360
Komatsu 21 tonne mechanical excavator fitted withathless bucket.

3.2.2 Revealed features were cleaned by hand, and wanglesh to determine their extent
and nature, and to retrieve finds and environmesgahples. All archaeological
features were planned and where excavated thdiossdrawn at scales of 1:20. All
trenches and features were photographed usingrcslide and black and white print
film. Recording followed procedures detailed in AU Fieldwork Manual (OAU
1992).

3.2.3 The excavated spoil was closely scanned for ar¢bgieal artefacts.

3.3 Finds

3.3.1 Finds were recovered by hand during the courséhefeixcavation and bagged by
context. Finds were recovered from contexts 22@85, 2406 and 2606.

3.4 Palaeo-environmental evidence

3.4.1 Palaeo-environmental samples were taken by handeaod sample was given an
individual number. Samples were taken from comste2203, 2704 (charred plant
remains) and 2704 (OSL dating potential).

3.5 Presentation of results
3.5.1 Trenches which contained archaeological featurésyers are discussed individually.

3.5.2 Trenches that contained tree holes will be discugsgether. Where these were
excavated they are listed in the context inventappendix 1).

© Oxford Archaeology. November 2008 5
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4  RESULTS. GENERAL

4.1 Soilsand ground conditions

4.1.1 The site is located on Cretaceous Middle Chalk @mttains occasional flints. The
geology becomes more mixed to the east of thewstte banded brown silt deposits
present. A dry river valley rurtsnorth-south acroghe east of the site.

4.1.2 Modern plough scars were present in many trencheadi to a degree that obscured
archaeological features.

4.1.3 Ground conditions were good and all the trenches adgy.

4.2 Distribution of archaeological deposits

4.2.1 Modern ploughsoil was present in all trenches @¢fth of between 0.22 m and 0.35
m. Despite constant scanning of the excavated,spoifinds other than occasional
sherds of post-medieval pottery were observed.

4.2.2 A buried ploughsoil was present in Trenches 1,,8,19 18, 19, 28, 29, 39, 41, 42,
53, 54, 56 and 59. This deposit, a mid orange brsilt, ranged in depth between
0.05 m and 0.26 m and was present in the extrersé af¢he field and to the north-
east, which may reflect ploughing practises. Elsmw it appeared to cluster around
the area of the dry river valley. No finds wereaeered from the soil.

4.2.3 Clearly recognisable colluvial deposits were ontyedl in two trenches (58 and 75).
These were less mixed and lighter in colour than diierlying buried ploughsoil.
However where the ploughsoil was especially thagytimay have been misidentified.
Where present the colluvium was partially fillitge dry valley. No finds were
recovered from the colluvium.

4.2.4 A parallel sided feature with an irregular basehwitTrench 58 (5805) may have
been an infilled channel associated with the difeyaThis feature was sealed by
colluvial layer 5802.

4.2.5 Tree holes were identified in Trenches 1 to 5,dbt 22, 25, 27, 33, 37 to 39, 44 to
46, 48, 56, 58 to 61, 66 and 75 to 76. Where thexe a doubt as to their identity
these were excavated and recorded ( Trenchesl2, 43, 22, 58, 60, 66, 75 and 76).
The distribution of tree holes was fairly even asrahe evaluation, as within the
strip, map and sample area to the west. No finete wecovered from tree holes.

4.2.6 The ditch identified in the strip map and samplg¢P forthcoming) was present
within Trenches 20 to 27, but now more positivalgritified as a hollow way. A
shallower trackway was noted in Trenches 23, 242éhd\ beam slot was present in
Trench 22. The ditch marking the eastern exterthefshelter belt, and seen on the
1834 OS map, was present in Trenches 8, 41, 7Z4rA brick drain was present in
Trench 10. Undated pits were present in Trenchemn8%6.

© Oxford Archaeology. November 2008 6
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5 RESULTS: DESCRIPTIONS

5.1 Description of deposits: the trackways and beamsl ot

51.1

5.1.2

5.1.3

514

5.1.5

Summary (Figs 3-5)

The trackway identified from cropmarks and thepstriap and sample to the west
(Piper forthcoming) was identified in eight trenshacross the centre of the site
(from west to east: Trenches 21-27 and 20). Thiowolvay was flat based and in
general measured from 2.5 m to 5.6 m wide and ffb&rm to 0.55 m deep.
However, within Trench 27 the hollow way was oven@vide and 0.74 m deep, the
variations in width and depth may have been a resulariable truncation from
ploughing. Wheel ruts were evident at the baséef¢ature within Trenches 20 and
24, the wheel ruts measuring between 1.4 m andhlapart. Pottery dating from the
2nd or 3rd centuries AD was recovered from ths il the hollow way.

A second narrower and shallower trackway lay to ribeth of the hollow way in
Trenches 23, 24 and 26. Measuring m wide and 0.2 m deep, wheel ruts were also
evident at its base. A beamslot from a possiblécaljural building was revealed
within Trench 22.

Tranch 21 (Fig. 3)

Trench 21, to the west was only 0.3 m deep withidthaof 5.5 m. The hollow way
contained three fills within cut 2106. Two chalktrifills (2102 to the south-east, and
2105 to the north-west), 0.08 m and 0.1 m deepebgely, were overlain by 2104 a
friable light brown silt up to 0.2 m deep. The Hittad gently sloping sides and a flat
even base and was truncated by a land drain.

Tranch 22 (Figs 3 and 5)

Within Trench 22 the hollow way (2202) was 5.6 ndeviand 0.56 m in depth. A
primary fill (2212) consisting of redeposited chdpotentially from a bank), had
slumped into the south-eastern side of the ditah was 0.08 m thick. This was
overlain by a pale yellow brown silt deposit (220®)to 0.12 m thick, which covered
most of the base of the trackway. This containathgle sherd of pottery, dating to
the Romano-British period. This deposit was ovarlay a chalk rich fill (2204)
which may have resulted from the deliberate lengllof a bank, potentially from
both sides of the ditch. Deposit 2204 was up t® 0m2deep and was present across
the entire ditch. This was sealed by 2205, theeufilh, a pale orange brown silt also
up to 0.26 m in depth.

Approximately 11 m south of 2202 was a beam slatsugng 3.2 m long and 0.45 m
wide. The beam slot was slightly uneven in plan eardin a north-west south-east
direction with a distinct curve at the north endheTonly fill (2207) was a dark
orange brown silt 0.15 m deep. It seems likely thatshape of the beam slot mirrors
that of the timber that it held.

© Oxford Archaeology. November 2008 7
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Trainch 23 (Figs 3 and 5)

5.1.6 Trench 23 (Figs 3 and 5) contained two parallaikwaays 8.5 m apart. The northern
feature (2302) was 2.14 m wide and 0.1 m deep anthined a single orange-brown
silt fill. The base of the trackway was even arighély concave. It seems likely that
given the shallow nature of this feature it repmtsemore of a de-turfing or
weathering episode than a true cut feature. Ththeautrackway was a continuation
of 2106 and 2202 (above) and was 4.18 m wide a#@ & deep. The cut (2304)
contained three infilling episodes. The primary {2305) was mainly reworked
chalk in a pale orange brown matrix and was 0.18eap. Above this was 2306, a
pale grey brown silt fill 0.2 m deep. The base lod trackway undulated slightly
towards the north-west.

Tranch 24 (Figs 3 and 5)

5.1.7 Both features were also present in Trench 24, tmverged to be 4.5 m apart. Again
the northern trackway was the smaller. Two sepagatmts may have occurred, as
the base had two distinct concave undulations. o, the trackways (2409 and
2411) were 1.9 m wide and 0.2 m deep. It seemg@saple that the undulations
were caused by the use of wheeled transport anidathimgle event is represented.
The fill (2408/2410) was a light brown silt. Thedar southern hollow way (2407)
was 5.04 m wide and 0.5 m deep. Probable wheelareits present in the base, each
with a ‘U’ shaped profile some 0.18 m wide and th4part. Similar ruts appeared
towards the edges of the feature. The basal #l06} was 0.24 m of light brown silt
and contained several sherds of Nene Valley poftety0-300 AD). Overlying this
was a thin layer of chalky silt, reminiscent of thessible bank levelling deposits
discussed above. This fill (2405) was up to 0.0thiok and contained two pottery
sherds, dating from AD 200-410. The upper fill (24@vas a light brown silt up to
0.18 m deep.

Tranch 25 (Fig. 4)

5.1.8 Trench 25 contained only the larger trackway @ eontinuation of 2407), which at
this point was 6.3 m wide but only 0.2 m deep.blidsal fill (2505) was reworked
chalk and was present in patches up to 0.05 m détejs. possible that where this
deposit is absent from the base of the trackwdmast been worn away or eroded by
weathering. The upper fill (2504) was a light brogilt up to 0.15 m deep. The cut
(2506) had gradually sloping sides to a flat base.

Treanch 26 (Fig. 4)

5.1.9 Trench 26 contained both trackways, now 2.5 m apdtte northern feture (2608)
was 2.7 m wide and 0.2 m deep. The southern tragK2605) was 2.5 m wide and
0.17 m deep. Both had similar fill profiles withl@aver chalk rich fill (2604 to the
north and 2607 to the south) and a brown siltiepenpfill (2603 and 2606
respectively). A horse tooth and three bone fragaerre recovered from 2606.

© Oxford Archaeology. November 2008 8
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Tranch 27 (Fig. 4)

5.1.10 Trench 27 contained only the larger trackway (27@bich was 9.5 m wide and 0.74

m deep. While this could be an amalgamation of bbénhfeatures discussed above
there was no evidence for more than one trackwalyinvthe section. The primary
fill (2704) was a light grey brown silt 0.34 m tkithat also filled two possible wheel
ruts, some 1.5 m apart. This was partially overtair2705, a reworked chalk deposit
0.12 m deep that had slumped in from the soutltesasidge. Both of these fills
were overlain by 2703 a slightly chalky grey brosith up to 0.36 m deep. The upper
fill (2702) had formed in the centre of the trackveand was a light yellow brown silt
up to 0.2 m in depth.

Treanch 20 (Fig. 4)

5.1.11 Trench 20, the furthest east across the trackwdy comtained the larger feature

(2005). This was 4.9 m wide and 0.55 m deep. Thseiquence was different to any
of the other sections of the trackway excavatetie Dwer fill (2004) was a light
grey silt 0.4 m deep which contained hard laminatdareous silt deposits, possibly
derived from material washed down the slope. Thigogit also filled possible ruts (
1.6 m apart). At the interface between this depasid the upper fill (2002) were
patches of compact white silts. These too coulihberpreted as wheel ruts, being
‘U’ shaped, fairly regular and measuring c. 0.1@leep and 0.3 m wide. Fill 2002
was a light brown sandy silt 0.12 m in depth.

5.2 Description of deposits: other features

521

5.2.2

5.2.3

19th-century features

Trenches 8, 41, 72 and 74 (Figs 2, 4 and 5) coedaihe eastern boundary ditch of
the shelter belt, seen on the 1834 OS map, butisibte on the 1816 enclosure map.
The ditch was located on plan in all locations, tniy excavated within Trench 8.
Here the ditch, (803) cut buried plough soil 8@2vas 1.34 m wide and 0.46 m deep
and contained two fills. The lower fill (804) wasnid orange brown clay silt 0.28 m
deep, while the upper fill (805) was slightly darlkeend 0.18 m deep. No finds were
recovered.

Trench 10 contained a brick drain orientated weast-eThe drain was 0.26 m wide
and was constructed of slightly uneven yellow fredigpricks. It seems likely that this
structure relates to the barn complex seen on Sen@p of 1886.

Modern features

Trench 1 contained a small pit containing modefas® including pottery and nails.
Trench 31 contained a posthole associated withfahmer route of the telegraph
poles. Trench 61 contained the cut for a high gatalectric cable.

© Oxford Archaeology. November 2008 9
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Undated features (Figs 5 and 6)

5.2.4 Two trenches contained probable pits, neither dtlwikontained any finds. Pit 5903
(Trench 59) was ovoid in plan, 1.36 m long, 0.7%ide and 0.15 m deep. It had a
single fill (5904), a dark brown silt, and a conedyase. The second pit, in Trench
66, (6601) was round in plan with a slightly irréeyuconcave profile and was 0.88 m
by 0.86 m with a depth of 0.14 m.

5.3 Finds

Romano-British Pottery by Edward Biddulph (OA)

5.3.1 A total of 17 pottery sherds weighing 49 g wereokezed from the evaluation.
Context 2203, a fill of the hollow way, containedlaerd of shelly ware pottery of
probable Roman date. The piece cannot be closédyg dethin that period, since the
shell tempering tradition in the region was longedl. However, the fabric better
matches the range of shelly fabrics typically sigetihe early to mid Roman periods
than late Roman fabrics; for example shelly waredpced at Harrold, and so an
earlier Roman date may be more appropriate. Mog#lystvare was found in context
2405, again a fill of the trackway ditch, and waxampanied by a very small
fragment of an oxidised fabric; no surfaces weeserved, but the sandy inclusions
are consistent with Hadham ware produced in eastfdfigshire and exported
throughout eastern Britain in the 3rd and 4th ce@suTomber and Dore 1998, 151).
A Nene Valley colour-coated folded beaker was reced from context 2406, also
from the trackway. The form was first producedidgrthe late 2nd century (Perrin
1999, 94), but was more common in the 3rd century.

5.4 Palaeo-environmental remains

Animal Bone by Rebecca Nicholson (OA)

5.4.1 Four animal bone fragments were recovered by haoih fcontext (2606). Bone
preservation was extremely poor; all fragments vgererely eroded and heavily root
etched, which is consistent with relatively shallburial in chalk. One horse tooth
and three fragments of large mammal scapula wétbkalwas recovered.

Carbonized plant remains, charcoal and molluscs by Laura Strafford (OA)

5.4.2 Two samples were taken for charred plant remaif®R)Cwhich were sub-sampled
for molluscs. Both samples came from the main iregk The evaluation samples
suggest that charred plant remains, although minemne preserved and that molluscs
are both well preserved and numerous.

5.4.3 The two samples produced a limited amount of CR& (ereal grains, weed seeds,
etc.). Sample 1 (2203) contained one wild oat (Avep.) caryopsis, and Sample 2
(2704) contained one barley (Hordeum sp.) grain ane highly clinkered wheat
(Triticum sp.) grain. In both samples, modern reeted seeds and wheat chaff were
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abundant. The quantity of charcoal in both samplas minimal, and the fragments
too small to be identifiable.

5.4.4 All the snails from Sample 1 represent terrestsigdcies, with Pupilla muscorum
especially common. Among the other more abundaetisp found in this sample
were Vallonia excentrica, Vallonia costata, and:hia hispida.

5.4.5 Sample 2 produced snails very similar in naturestnple 1. Again Pupilla
muscorum was the most common species found. Allsfound in Sample 2 were
also present in Sample 1, with the addition of (d@des, a modern burrowing snail.

OSL assessment by Carl Champness (OA)

5.4.6 A sample (3) was taken from trackway fill 2704 irder to assess the potential for
carrying out optically stimulated luminescence (Q8hting of the ditch fills. OSL
dating is based on the emission of light by commaalcurring minerals, principally
quartz (EH 2008). Sample 3 contained only a miniarabunt of quartz, and the
trackway fill is unsuitable for OSL dating.

6 DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION

6.1 Rédiability of field investigation

6.1.1 The aerial photographic analysis identified thekveays, and geophysics detected
the presence of the linear features. Other crofxsrdentified are likely to represent
slight changes in geology as they were not evidéfwst of the geophysical
anomalies investigated were either not presentjepe of modern date. Areas devoid
of crop marks or geophysical anomalies appearetietcclear of archaeological
features.

6.1.2 Ground conditions and weather were good throughd\here archaeological
features were present they were easily identifiablee evaluation reflected the
results of the previous strip, map and sample (Hgo¢ghcoming).

6.2 Overall interpretation

Discussion of results

6.2.1 The only archaeologically significant remains wéhe trackways and associated
building, inferred from the beamslot. The largelidw way potentially forms part of
the route of the Icknield Way and the beamslottedding may have formed an
agricultural/shepherds hut at its edge. The langdlow way may have followed the
line of a natural hollow, and become wider and @edprough use. The smaller
trackway may have been a result of the larger rbet®ming boggy or blocked.

6.2.2 The interpretation of the trackways (previoushempreted as ditches) is suggested by
the following: Their gentle sloping sides, flat baand often great width would not
seem necessary for a field boundary: Secondlypthsence of probable wheel ruts
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6.2.3

6.2.4

would preclude any other interpretation: and fipathe majority of the pottery
recovered was at the interface with the naturalkdnahe base of the features.

However, there was no evidence for any trampléénldase of the features, although
this could be indicative of continuous erosion @athering. The density of finds and
their date range (including the late Saxon/earlgimel pottery from the strip, map
and sample) is also puzzling given the lack of gimdcovered from the topsoil and
fieldwalking. In addition, the section of trackwagvealed in the strip map and
sample to the west (Piper forthcoming) appearétate a terminus. The ‘terminus’
was relatively shallow and it may have been a tesfilweathering and erosion
through use, although it is also possible thaththkow way was managed and may
have been hand excavated to some extent. The foswbminus’ may also be
explained if the hollow way was a result of thesdoa of a field boundary ditch.

It seems likely that deposits relating to the tvaai were first noted in the evaluation
of 2002. However, partially due to the locatiorntloé trenches, the trackway deposits
were misinterpreted as a natural geological la@# 2002).
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) -(m)

1
101 Layer 0.3| Modern ploughsoil
102 Layer 0.15| Subsoil
103 Layer Natural chalk

2
201 Layer 0.25| Modern ploughsoll
202 Layer Natural chalk

3
301 Layer 0.3| Modern Ploughsoll
302 Layer Natural Chalk

4
401 Layer 0.3| Modern ploughsoil
402 Cut 2.84| 0.28§ Cutof tree hole
403 Fill 0.5| 0.14| Lower fill of 402
404 Fill 1.3 0.25| Fill of 402
405 Fill 1.76 0.24| Fill of 402
406 Fill 0.5 0.18| Fill of 402
407 Fill 0.57 0.18| Upper fill of 402

5
501 Layer 0.32| Modern ploughsoll
502 Layer Natural chalk

6
601 Layer 0.35| Modern ploughsoll
602 Layer Natural chalk

7
701 Layer 0.34 Modern ploughsoll
702 Layer Natural chalk

8
801 Layer 0.3| Modern ploughsoil
802 Layer 0.12| Subsoil
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Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) . (m)
803 Cut 1.34| 0.4§4 Cutofditch
804 Fill 0.82 0.28| Lower fill of 803
805 Fill 1.34 0.18| Upper fill of 803
806 Layer Natural chalk

9
901 Layer 0.32| Modern ploughsoll
902 Layer 0.16| Subsoil
903 Layer Natural chalk

10
1001 | Layer 0.35 Modern ploughsoll
1002 | Cut 0.26 Cut of drain
1003 | Drain 0.26 Frogged brick

drain

1004 | Fill 0.26 Fill of drain

11
1101 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
1102 | Layer 0.05 Subsoil
1103 | Layer Chalk natural

12
1201 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
1202 | Cut 25 0.22 Tree hole
1203 | Fill 25| 0.22| Fillof1202
1204 | Layer Natural chalk

13
1301 | Layer 0.260 Modern ploughsoll
1302 | Cut 33 0.2 Tree hole
1303 Fill 3.3 0.1| Fill of 1302
1304 | Layer Natural chalk

14
1401 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
1402 | Layer Natural chalk

15
1501 | Layer 0.29 Modern ploughsoll
1502 | Layer Natural chalk
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Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) . (m)

16
1601 | Layer 0.28 Modern ploughsoll
1602 | Layer Natural chalk

17
1701 | Layer 0.31 Modern ploughsoll
1702 | Layer Natural chalk

18
1801 | Layer 0.27] Modern ploughsoll
1802 | Layer 0.14 Subsoil
1803 | Layer Natural chalk

19
1901 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
1902 | Layer 0.17] Subsoil
1903 | Layer Natural chalk

20
2001 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
2002 | Fill 4.9 0.12| Upper fill of 2005
2003 Fill 2.5 0.4| Fill of 2005
2004 | Fil 3.8 0.4| Fill of 2005
2005 | Cut 4.9 0.5 Cut of trackway
2006 | Layer Natural chalk

21
2101 | Layer 0.321 Modern ploughsoll
2102 Fill 0.08| Fill of 2106
2103 | Layer Natural chalk
2104 Fill 4.8 0.2| Fill of 2106
2105 | Fil 3.8 0.1| Fill of 2106
2106 | Cut 55 0.3 Cut of trackway

22
2201 | Layer 0.28 Modern ploughsoll
2202 | Cut 5.6 0.5 Cut of trackway
2203 Fill 2.86 0.12| Fill of 2202 Pot 1 Roman
2204 | Fil 5.6| 0.26| Fill of 2202
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Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) . (m)
2205 | Fill 4.16 0.26| Upper fill of 2202
2206 | Cut 1.3 0.4 Cut of tree hole
2207 | Fil 1.3 0.36| Fill of 2206
2208 | Cut 3.2 0.15 Cut of beam slot
2209 | Fil 0.45| 0.15 Fill of beam slot
2210 | Cut 3.2 0.1§ Same as 2208
2211 | Fill 0.45| 0.24| Same as 2209
2212 | Fil 0.62 0.08| Primary fill of
2202
2213 | Layer Natural chalk
23
2301 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
2302 | Cut 2.14 0.4 Cut of trackway
(N)
2303 | Fil 214 0.1| Fill of 2302
2304 | Cut 4.18 0.4 Cut of trackway
(S)
2305 | Fill 4.0 0.18| Primary fill of
2304
2306 Fill 3.48 0.2| Fill of 2304
2307 | Fill 4.18 0.18| Upper fill of 2304
2308 | Layer Natural chalk
24
2401 | Layer 0.28 Modern ploughsoll
2402 | Fil 0.1| Fill of 2407
2403 | Layer Natural chalk
2404 Fill 5.04 0.18| Fill of 2407
2405 Fill 4.66 0.07| Fill of 2207 Pot 2 Roman
2406 | Fill 4.1 0.24| Primary fill of Pot 14 | Roman
2207
2407 | Cut 5.04 0.5 Cut of trackway
(S)
2408 | Fil 1.3 0.2| Fill of 2409
2409 | Cut 1.3 0.2 Cut of trackway
(N)
2410 | Fil 0.6 0.2| Fill of 2411
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Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) . (m)
2411 | Cut 0.6 0.2 Cut of trackway
(N)
25
2501 | Layer 0.25 Modern ploughsoll
2502 Fill 0.1| Fill of 2506
2503 | Layer Natural chalk
2504 Fill 6.3 0.15| Fill of 2506
2505 | Fill 1.3 0.05| Primary fill of
2506
2506 | Cut 6.3 0.2 Cut of trackway
26
2601 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
2602 | Layer Natural chalk
2603 Fill 2.3 0.13| Fill of 2605
2604 | Fil 2.2 0.09| Fill of 2605
2605 | Cut 25 0.17 Cut of trackway
(S)
2606 | Fil 2.7 0.15| Fill of 2608 Bone 4| -
2607 Fill 1.3 0.1| Fill of 2608
2608 | Cut 2.7 0.2 Cut of trackway
(N)
27
2701 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
2702 Fill 2.85 0.2| Fill of 2706
2703 | Fil 95| 0.36| Fillof2706
2704 Fill 3.9 0.34| Fill of 2706
2705 | Fill 14 0.12| Primary fill of
2706
2706 | Cut 9.5 0.74 Cut of trackway
2707 | Layer Natural chalk
28
2801 | Layer 0.22] Modern ploughsoll
2802 | Layer 0.1/ Subsoil
2803 | Layer Natural chalk
29
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Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) . (m)
2901 | Layer 0.22] Modern ploughsoll
2902 | Layer 0.1/ Subsoil
2903 | Layer Natural chalk

30
3001 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
3002 | Layer Natural chalk

31
3101 | Layer 0.28 Modern ploughsoll
3102 | Layer Natural chalk

32
3201 | Layer 0.34 Modern ploughsoll
3202 | Layer Natural chalk

33
3301 | Layer 0.28 Modern ploughsoll
3302 | Layer Natural chalk

34
3401 | Layer 0.35 Modern ploughsoll
3402 | Layer Natural chalk

35
3501 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
3502 | Layer Natural chalk

36
3601 | Layer 0.321 Modern ploughsoll
3602 | Layer Natural chalk

37
3701 | Layer 0.34 Modern ploughsoll
3702 | Layer Natural chalk

38
3801 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
3802 | Layer Natural chalk

39 3901 | Layer 0.24 Modern ploughsall
3902 | Layer 0.08 Subsoil
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Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) . (m)
3903 | Layer Natural chalk

40
4001 | Layer 0.320 Modern ploughsoll
4002 | Layer Natural chalk

41
4101 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
4102 | Layer 0.15 Subsoil
4103 | Cut 0.85 Ditch (unexcav)
4104 Fill 0.85 Fill of 4103
4105 | Layer Natural chalk

42
4201 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
4202 | Layer 0.26 Subsoil
4203 | Layer Natural chalk

43
4301 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
4302 | Layer Natural chalk

44
4401 | Layer 0.34 Modern ploughsoll
4402 | Layer Natural chalk

45
4501 | Layer 0.28 Modern ploughsoll
4502 | Layer Natural chalk

46
4601 | Layer 0.33 Modern ploughsoll
4602 | Layer Natural chalk

47
4701 | Layer 0.320 Modern ploughsoll
4702 | Layer Natural chalk

48
4801 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
4802 | Layer Natural chalk

49
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Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) . (m)
4901 | Layer 0.27] Modern ploughsoll
4902 | Layer Natural chalk

50
5001 | Layer 0.320 Modern ploughsoll
5002 | Layer Natural chalk

51
5101 | Layer 0.33 Modern ploughsoll
5102 | Layer Natural chalk

52
5201 | Layer 0.33 Modern ploughsoll
5202 | Layer Natural chalk

53
5301 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
5302 | Layer 0.120 Subsoil
5303 | Layer Natural chalk

54
5401 | Layer 0.26) Modern ploughsoll
5402 | Layer 0.1} Subsoil
5403 | Layer Natural chalk

55
5501 | Layer 0.320 Modern ploughsoll
5502 | Layer Natural chalk

56
5601 | Layer 0.34 Modern ploughsoll
5602 | Layer 0.14 Subsoil
5603 | Layer Natural chalk

57
5701 | Layer 0.35 Modern ploughsoll
5702 | Layer Natural chalk

58
5801 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
5802 | Layer 0.2 Colluvium
5803 | Layer Natural chalk
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Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) . (m)
5804 | Fill 34 0.2| Fill of 5805
5805 | Cut 34 0.2 Cut for channel
5806 | Fill 0.42| 0.17| Fill of 5807
5807 | Cut 0.42 0.11 Tree hole

59
5901 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
5902 | Layer 0.2] Subsail
5903 | Cut 1.36 (length) 0.25 Pit
5904 | Fill 0.75 (width)[  0.25 Fill of 5903
5905 | Layer Natural chalk

60
6001 | Layer 0.35 Modern ploughsoll
6002 | Cut 0.6/ 0.13 Tree hole
6003 Fill 0.6 0.13| Fill of 6002
6004 | Layer Natural chalk

61
6101 | Layer 0.25 Modern ploughsoll
6102 | Cut 0.1| HV electric cable
6103 | Layer Natural chalk

62
6201 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
6202 | Layer Natural chalk

63
6301 | Layer 0.28 Modern ploughsoll
6302 | Layer Natural chalk

64
6401 | Layer 0.24 Modern ploughsoll
6402 | Layer Natural chalk

65
6501 | Layer 0.24 Modern ploughsoll
6502 | Layer Natural chalk

66
6601 | Cut 0.88 (length 0.14 Pit
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Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) . (m)
6602 | Cut 0.98) 0.14 Tree hole
6603 | Layer 0.320 Modern ploughsoll
6604 | Fil 0.86 (width)|  0.14 Fill of 6601
6605 Fill 0.98 0.14| Fill of 6602
6606 | Layer Natural chalk

67
6701 | Layer 0.24 Modern ploughsoll
6702 | Layer Natural chalk

68
6801 | Layer 0.320 Modern ploughsoll
6802 | Layer Natural chalk

69
6901 | Layer 0.38 Modern ploughsoll
6902 | Layer Natural chalk

70
7001 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
7002 | Layer 0.09 Subsoil
7003 | Layer Natural chalk

71
7101 | Layer 0.3] Modern ploughsoil
7102 | Layer Natural chalk

72
7201 | Layer 0.4 Modern ploughsoil
7202 | Cut 1.15 Ditch (unexcav)
7203 | Fil 1.15 Fill of 7202
7204 | Layer Natural chalk

73
7301 | Layer 0.38 Modern ploughsoll
7302 | Layer Natural chalk

74
7401 | Layer 0.36 Modern ploughsoll
7402 | Cut 11 Ditch (unexcav)
7403 Fill 11 Fill of 7402
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Trench | Ctxt Type | Width/length | Thick [ Comment Finds | No. | Date
No (m) . (m)
7404 | Layer Natural chalk

75
7501 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
7502 | Layer 4.6 0.4 Colluvium
7503 | Cut 19 0.08§ Treehole
7504 Fill 1.9 0.08| Fill of 7503
7505 | Layer Natural chalk

76
7601 | Layer 0.3 Modern ploughsoil
7602 | Cut 0.65 0.0§ Tree hole
7603 | Fil 0.65| 0.06| Fill of 7602
7604 | Layer Natural chalk

77
7701 | Layer 0.25 Modern ploughsoll
7702 | Layer Natural chalk

APPENDIX 2  POTTERY
By Edward Biddulph (OA)

Table A2.1 Incidence of pottery by context

Context Count Weight (g) Comments Date
2203 1 19 Shelly ware body sherd AD 43-410
2405 1 4 Shelly ware body sherd AD 200-410
2405 1 4 Sandy oxidised ware fragment, AD 200-410
possibly Hadham ware
2406 12 20 Nene Valley colour coated ware, | AD 170-300
folded beaker with applied scale
decoration
2406 2 5 Shelly ware body sherds AD 170-300
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APPENDIX3  ANIMAL BONE

By Rebecca Nicholson (OA)

Table A3.1 Number of bones.

Element Context Horse Large Mammal
Tooth 2606 1

Scapula 2606 3

The extremely poor condition of all fragments isisigtent with previous findings from
evaluations at the site (Piper forthcoming) anddatgt that faunal analysis from any future
excavations at this site are unlikely to be vergfuls unless deeper deposits with better
preserved bone are discovered.

APPENDIX 4  ENVIRONMENTAL DATA
By Laura Strafford (OA)

Introduction

Two bulk environmental samples were taken for #wvery of charred plant remains (CPR)
and artefacts. Both samples 1 (2203) and 2 (2G@#e from the hollow way. 2L sub-
samples were taken from both these samples faetwyery of molluscs.

Aims

Sampling was undertaken to:

» Describe the soils and sediments.

» Determine whether ecofacts and environmental eeel¢such as plant remains,
animal bone, human bone and molluscs) are present.

» Determine the quality, range, state and methodedeyvation of any ecofactual
evidence.

* Recover and identify any small artefacts.

* Make further recommendations about sampling farriexcavations at the site.

M ethodology

The bulk samples were processed by water flotatsang a modified Siraf style flotation
machine, with the flot collected on a 250pm medhthe heavy residue (the material which
does not float) sieved to 500um. All flots and hesasidues were dried in a heated room,
after which the residues were sorted by eye fafacts and ecofactual remains. The flots
were scanned for CPR using a binocular microscopp@roximately x15 magnification.
Identifications were made with guidance from Dr.il'e Smith, but without comparison to
Oxford Archaeology's reference collection and stiptilerefore, all be seen as provisional.
Nomenclature for the plant remains follows Sta&9{).

A 2L sub-sample was taken from both samples forglevery of molluscs. Each sample
was floated by hand in a bucket, with both thesflmhd residues collected on a 500pm mesh.
After drying in a heated room the flots were se&hander a binocular microscope at x10
and x20 magnification. Identifications were madéwihe help of Liz Stafford. Habitat
formation follows Evans (1972) and Kerney and Camgi979).
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Results
Sediments

Sample 1 (2203) was 40L and consisted of a lighoyesh brown, dry loamy sand and was
approximately 30% chalk. 38L was processed forreltaremains, bone and artefacts, and 2L
was processed for the recovery of molluscs.

Sample 2 (2704) was a light yellowish brown, drgrty sand and approximately 40% chalk.
It also included unworked flint (<5%). 38L was pessed for charred remains, bones and
artefacts, and 2L was processed for the recovenyotiiscs.

Bones and artefacts
After careful examination, no finds were recoveiretn either sample.
Molluscs

The molluscs recovered from the two snail sub-samate listed in Table A4.2. The flots
produced a high quantity of shells, but little etyi Sample 1 (2203) produced slightly more
shails than Sample 2 (2704).

All the snails from Sample 1 (2203) represent &drial species, with Pupilla muscorum
especially common. Among the other more abundastisp found in this sample were
Vallonia excentrica, Vallonia costata, and Trichigpida.

Sample 2 (2704) produced very similar snails to8arfi. Again Pupilla muscorum was the
most common species found. All snails found in fl@an2 were also present in Sample 1,
with the addition of Cecilioides, a modern burrogvsnail.

Charred plant remains

Table A4.1 (below) summarises the assessment sdsulthe charred plant remains. The
two samples produced CPR (e.g. cereal grains, weeds, etc.) which were very limited.
Sample 1 (2203) contained one wild oat (Avenasgryopsis and Sample 2 (2704)
contained one barley (Hordeum sp.) grain and oglelyclinkered wheat (Triticum sp.)
grain. In both samples, modern root, weed seedsvaedt chaff were abundant. The
quantity of charcoal in both samples was minimat| the fragments too small to be
identifiable.

Discussion

The evaluation samples suggest that charred Eamins, although minimal, are preserved
and that molluscs are both well preserved and nomseAlthough no artefacts were
recovered from the samples, a fragment of Shellewattery was recovered on site from
context (2203), the same context as Sample 1.fragenent is almost certainly Roman,
although cannot be dated closely within the Rormeniod. However, the fabric better
matches the range of Shelly fabrics typically seethe early and mid Roman periods than
later on. (see Biddulph above).

Molluscs were plentiful in both samples, and adidative the kind of environment that they
come from (see Table A4.2 below). The dominantigsein both samples was Pupilla
muscorum, which are typically found in dry exposeattareous places and short turfed grass
land (Kerney 1979: 90-91). Two other snails comniooth samples, Vallonia costata and
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Vallonia excentrica, also favour dry open calcaseplaces and occasional short turfed grass
land (Kerney 1979: 95-96).

Both Cochlicopa lubricella and the Trichia hispata catholic species and so can be found
in a variety of habitats. Cochlicopa are nearlyquiibus (Kerney 1979: 64) and common in
both dry and moist environments (Kerney 1979: &2ichia hispida is absent from very dry
sites, but widespread elsewhere (Kerney 1979: 191).

Overall the snail assemblages recovered from thples are of a low diversity and are
typical of an open and exposed environment withitsiyass and possible grazing taking
place nearby. Considering both samples come frpmolaable trackway, the snails do
suggest an environment expected with this tygfeature: dry, open, and exposed, with
grassland nearby.

Table A4.1 Charred Plant Remains

100% of flot scanned. | Small
Modern root, weed seedsfragments of

and wheat chaff coal observed.
abundant. One
indeterminate cultivate/
wild oat (Avena sp.)
caryopsis noted.
Charcoal was present by
small-sized (<2mm) and
unidentifiable. CPR

assessed as POOR

—

2704 2| 38| 40 +| {4 + +| +| +++H{ 100% of flot scanned. | Small

Modern root, weed seed
and wheat chaff
abundant. One barley
(Hordeum sp.) grain and
one highly clinkered
wheat grain (Triticum
sp.) observed. Charcoa
was present but small-
sized (<2mm) and
unidentifiable. CPR
assessed as POOR.

sfragments of
coal and one
piece of slag/
metalworking
waste
observed.
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Table A4.2 Assessment of Molluscs

Sample Number

1

2

Habitat

Context Number

2203

2704

Period

Romano-British

Romano-British

Feature Type

Hollow way

Hollow way

Litres Processed

2

2

PUPILLAIDAE

Pupilla Muscorum

VALLONIIDAE

Vallonia Costata

w

Vallonia Excentrica

PUNCTIDAE

Punctum Pygmaeum

HELICIDAE

Helicella ltala

N

(=Y

Trichia Hispida

COCHLICOPIDAE

Cochlicopa lubricella

FERUSSACIIDAE

Cecilioides Acicula

2

Estimated total

Approximately 250 |

Approximately 200 |

Habitat information:
C = Catholic
O=0pen habitat

Abundance:

1 =1-4 examples

2 =5-25 examples

3 = 26-50 examples
4 =51-100 examples
5 =>100 examples
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APPENDIX6  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Station Quarry, Steeple Morden, Cambridgeshire

Site code: STMSQAO08

Type of evaluation: 77 Trench

Date and duration of project: September 08. 2 weeks

Areaof site: 23 Ha

Summary of results: A probable Romano-British trackway ditch, potelhiaelating to the
Icknield Way was found with a related beam slotprfing part of an agricultural building. A
ditch and drain of post-medieval date were alsedatnd two undated pits.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus Ho@sxey Mead,
Oxford, OX2 OES. It will be deposited with Camlgébhire Museum Services under the
following accession number: ECB 3043.
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Trench location plan
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Figure 3: Trenches 21 - 24
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Figure 4: Trenches 25 - 27 and 20
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Figure 6: Trenches 59 and 66
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