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SUMMARY

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was invited Bavid Strachan and Johanna Babbs
on behalf of the Tay Landscape Partnership, to iakie a series of two archaeological
surveys of hillforts located in the Inner Tay Estuaear Perth, Perth and Kinross. At Law
Hill, Arnbathie (SAM 3089; NO 170 258) and PoleIHivelick (SAM 3095; NO 199 257).
The surveys were undertaken betweBnad 7' September 2012. The aim of the project
was to provide archaeological field surveys of twe identified hillforts that will aid the
development of an excavation strategy, plannedke part over the delivery phase of the
Tay Landscape Partnership (TLP) scheme. The sup@gent a thorough record of all the
archaeological structures and components identdieéach of the hillfort sites in the form
of a series of detailed and annotated measureds.pBoth hillforts have already been
subject to detailed archaeological survey (RCAHMS4, 53), however new surveys were
required using modern survey techniques to be owaipa greater resolution of detail.

For the use of the Tay Landscape Partnership © OA North: September 2012
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

QRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was indtby David Strachan and Johanna
Babbs on behalf of the Tay Landscape Partnershipntlertake a series of two
archaeological surveys of hillforts located in tibmer Tay Estuary near Perth,
Perth and Kinross. OA North was commissioned toeuate the project after
tendering via the written project brief for Phaseef this project as supplied by
David StrachanAppendix L The surveys were undertaken as part of a widdgf H
funded community archaeology project that will pai@lly be investigating up to
ten hillforts in the region (Strachan, 2012). Thhfdrts surveyed as part of the
present phase of investigation consisted: Law HAilhbathie (SAM 3089; NO 170
258) and Pole Hill, Evelick (SAM 3095; NO 199 25Bpth hillforts have already
been subject to detailed archaeological surveyheyRCAHMS between 1989-
1992 (RCAHMS 1994, 53), however new surveys, as$ gathe present project,
were required using modern survey techniques afti survey output at a greater
resolution of detail. The surveys were undertaketwben 3 and 7' September
2012. An earlier phase of survey has already bewtertaken on four further
hillforts, that have been reported separately (QoAtiN2012).

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The aim of the project was to provide archagiohl field surveys of the four

identified hillforts that will aid the developmeat an excavation strategy, planned
to take part over the delivery phase of the Taydsaape Partnership (TLP)
scheme. The Partnership aims to ‘celebrate andneehfar future generations the
cradle of medieval Royal Scotland: a tryst of laagees, where the rivers Tay and
Earn converge to give the place its unique charactde overall scheme is

currently in its Development year March 2012 — ey 2013. Phase 1 delivery of
the project will take place 2013 — 2016.

The detailed topographic surveys present arotigh record of all the
archaeological structures and components identdie@ach of the hillfort sites in
the form of a series of detailed and annotated aredlans (Figs 2-5). In the case
of the hillfort at Abernethy the survey also readthe outlines of previous
antiquarian excavations on the site

The hillforts are late-prehistoric/early-histo defended sites of significant
archaeological importance, both in terms of buaechaeological deposits and as
monuments within the wider landscape (Strachan R@ignificant elements at the
core of all four hillforts surveyed during the peas phase of the project are
statutorily protected as Scheduled Monuments abnak importance.

For the use of the Tay Landscape Partnership © OA North: September 2012
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1
211

2.2
221

2.2.2

2.2.3

2.3
231

INTRODUCTION

The project comprised a programme of detadpdgraphic surveys to RCAHMS
Level 4 standards (RCAHMS Survey and Recordingcld004) at each of the
two relevant hillforts (Fig 1). The surveys wer@guced at a scale of 1:500 to be
output as figures scaled between 1:750 and 1:1@5thé present report (Figs 2-
5). The result of the surveys, were informed angnaented by an earlier desk-
based assessment (Strachan 2011) but no furthaitedietinalytical description
was required.

DETAILED TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY

GPS Surveythe detailed topographic surveys were undertakémgus survey
grade differential GPS. The GPS is a Leica 120@dihtial system and uses
Ordnance Survey base stations in conjunction witbvang station to correct the
raw data with corrections transmitted by mobile qdoThe accuracy of the OA
North GPS system is capable of +- 0.02m and pravide a quick and effective
means of generating detailed survey data. A seofesontrol points were
established at each of the sites to allow the suteebe built upon through the
project. Survey pegs were only inserted outsidé®iScheduled Monument areas,
and further control points were added to fence @std other more robust
structures found within the Scheduled Monumentileges.

Drawing Up:the raw data from the GPS was combined with LiDAfRadvithin a
CAD system and plots were generated to enableitbe within the field to be
drawn-up. The archaeological detail was drawn-up @smensioned drawing on
the plots with respect to survey markers. On cotigrieof the field survey, the
drawings were enhanced within the CAD environmenmtptoduce the final
drawings. The earthworks were depicted with hachuakdongside associated
topographic detail and, where possible, the stapigic relationships between
features have been indicated. Full ground modeltihghe earthworks was not
undertaken, although contours were depicted atogpijate intervals to show the
relationship of the features of archaeologicalrggéto the natural topography.

Survey Outputsa short report presenting the results of the sigrveonsisting a
summary, acknowledgements, introduction, methodgl®urvey drawings and
project brief. An executive summary document sunisiag the project report for
downloading from the Tay Landscape Partnership iteebArcview compatible
shapefiles of all topographic survey layers crefteh the CAD drawings.

ARCHIVE

A short summary report will be submitted toe tiOASIS database (for
dissemination to the National Collection of RCAHM®d the Local Historic
Environment Record) and Discovery and ExcavatioBdatland.

For the use of the Tay Landscape Partnership © OA North: September 2012
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ILLUSTRATIONS
FIGURES
Figure 1: Site Location
Figure 2: Law Hill Hillfort, Arnbathie — overall pta
Figure 3: Law Hill Hillfort, Arnbathie — north defai
Figure 4: Law Hill Hillfort, Arnbathie — south detai

Figure 5: Pole Hill Hillfort, Evelick
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Figure 2: Law Hill Hillfort, Arnbathie - overall plan
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Figure 3: Law Hill Hillfort, Arnbathie - north detail
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Figure 4: Law Hill Hillfort, Arnbathie - south detail
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Figure 5: Pole Hill Hillfort, Evelick



