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SUMMARY

As part of the ‘Building Schools for the Future’§B) project, proposals are to be
submitted to redevelop Siddal Moor Sports Collegechdale. The existing college
originated as Siddal Moor High School, which wa®mgd in the early 1970s and
became a sports college after the high school @¢lase1990. Capita Symonds
commissioned Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) uodertake a desk-based
assessment to identify the known archaeologicabureg in order to inform the
planning process, and consider whether there iscuinement for any further
archaeological work.

The desk-based assessment, which was carried dApriiMay 2009, comprised a

search of both published and unpublished recordi$ e the Greater Manchester
Historic Environment Record (GMHER) in Manchestie Lancashire Record Office

in Preston and the archives and library held atNAth. In addition to this, the site

was visited in order to relate the landscape anasndings to the results of the desk-
based assessment.

The study area lies, at least partially, withinaaea known as Siddal Moor, which was
used for peat cutting and coal mining from at lahst early post-medieval period.
Yates’ map of 1786 indicates that there were somsdés on the northern edge of the
moor at this time, and a more detailed enclosune foaSiddal Moor dating to 1815,
indicates houses both to the north (@ and south (Sited4) of the proposed
development area. A previous assessment to thén smfuthe present study area
identified a number of coal mining pits. An examiona of the tithe award from 1840
revealed field names within the study area whiaticate that coal mining was also
taking place in this area. This is supported byudoentary sources from the sixteenth
century onwards, which mention coal mining on Siddaor.

Fourteen sites of archaeological interest weretifilett within the study area, one of
which is a Grade Il Listed Building (Sité3). There are no Scheduled Monuments,
Registered Parks or Gardens or Battlefields withenstudy area, nor is the study area
within a Conservation Area. Twelve of the sitesedab the Industrial Period, one was
modern and one was of unknown, but probable posiieual or later, date. Four of
the identified sites are within the proposed deweldent area (Sited6, 10, 13 and14).
Site 10 is field name evidence from the 1840 tithe mapcfmal mining pits, and Sites
06, 13 and14 are ponds identified on historic mapping, and aréonger extant. Field
name evidence from the 1840 tithe map suggestsstmat of the ponds in the area
may have originated as marl pits. These ponds orl migs are of negligible
archaeological interest and therefore further workthese areas has not been
recommended. A watching brief has been recommemd#éte area of Sit&0, where
the remains of coal mining pits may be identified.

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.1.2

1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

As part of the ‘Building Schools for the Future’§B) project, it is proposed to
redevelop Siddal Moor College, Rochdale, Greatendaster. Information
regarding the archaeological potential of the ane any subsequent risk or
impact by redevelopment is required. A desk-basesbssment is therefore
necessary to identify the known archaeologicalues®in order to inform the
planning process, and consider whether there egainrement for any further
archaeological work. Capita Symonds commissionedoi@x Archaeology
North (OA North) to undertake the work, which wasreed out in April/May
2009.

The desk-based assessment comprised a search lof podished and
unpublished records held by the Greater Manchdsistoric Environment
Record (GMHER) in Manchester, the Lancashire Redffice in Preston,
and the archives and library held at OA North. didiion to this, the site was
visited, in order to relate the landscape and sunglings to the results of the
desk-based assessment. This report sets out thésred the desk-based
assessment in the form of a short document, ongjithe findings, followed by
a statement of the archaeological potential andifstignce, and an assessment
of the impact of the proposed development. Theifsigmce criteria detailed in
PPG 16 (DoE 1990) was employed during the assessmen

LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

The college is located to the south of Heywood waedt of Hopwood, some
5.5km to the south-west of Rochdale (NGR SD 85300%ig 1). Historically

it was part of the manor of Hopwood, which becantevenship in the post-
medieval period and is now a settlement to thehseast of Heywood.

The site is on gently undulating ground at apprataty 130m OD. It is
bounded to the east by Newhouse Road, with plaffgids located between
Newhouse Road and Hopwood Avenue. To the nortrsitieeis bounded by
housing along Salisbury Avenue. To the west andhseest it is bounded by
Siddal Moor sewage works and to the north-west jpgnofields. The wider
study area predominantly comprises residential ingus

The study area lies within the Manchester Penniimeg€, which occupies the
transitional zone between the open moorlands ofSixthern Pennines and
the densely populated urban conurbation of ManehegCountryside

Commission 1998, 121). This transitional zone betweild open moorlands

and densely populated urban areas has an abruptd@guwhere the town

ends and the countryside begins. Eighteenth aretgenth century stone and
brick-built industrial buildings, including mill kiges and reservoirs, derive
from the woollen and cotton industry along the emllbottoms and are
testament to the important industrial heritageh& &rea. Mineral extraction
related to the quarrying of local sandstone haatedeprominent scars on the

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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landscape and historic trans-Pennine communicatioates, especially
railways and canals, form an important part of thdtural landscape
(www.naturalengland.org.uk).

1.2.4 As with much of the Manchester Pennine Fringe, grelominant land use
was historically agricultural, with stock rearingdarough grazing. Evidence
of industrial activity reflects the availability afaturally-occurring minerals
and coal, and a number of extractive industriestiquarly quarrying for
sands and gravels, have left their mark on theskeayke of the wider area
(ibid).

1.2.5 The underlying solid geology consists of the Pearliower Coal Measures
(Westphalian A) of the Carboniferous period. Thedaminant drift geology
comprises glacial sands and gravels (http://wwwdmsek/geoindex/beta.
html).

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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2. METHODOLOGY

21 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

2.1.1 A verbal brief was provided by the client, whichsnadhered to in full. The
work was consistent with the relevant standards pramtedures of the
Institute of Archaeologists (IfA), and generallycapted best practice.

2.1.2 The aim of the desk-based assessment is not omjivéoconsideration to the
potential for archaeological remains on the develept site, but also to put
the site into its archaeological and historicalteah All statutory and non-
statutory sites within a 250m radius of the develept site were identified
and collated into a gazette&gction 4 and their location plotted on Figure 2.
The principal sources of information consulted whkrgtorical and modern
maps of the study area, although published and hliged secondary
sources were also reviewed. The study has focusedthe proposed
development area, although information from the edmte environs has
been summarised in order to place the resultseohfisessment into context.
The results were considered using the Secretartate’s criteria for the
scheduling of ancient monuments, outlined in Anderf Planning Policy
Guidance 16: Archaeology and Planni(igoE 1990).

2.1.3 Greater Manchester Historic Environment Record (GMER): the Historical
Environment Record (known formerly as the Sites Btwhuments Record),
maintained by the Greater Manchester Archaeoloditat (GMAU) at the
University of Manchester, holds records of archagioll sites within the ten
Greater Manchester authorities, as both paper agitaldinformation. A
record, including grid reference and descriptioaswbtained for the various
sites within the defined area and for the immedgsiérons.

2.1.4 Lancashire County Record Office, Preston (LRQje County Record Office
in Preston was visited to consult historic mapthefstudy area, including the
tithe map and relevant Ordnance Survey (OS) mapseakch was also made
for any relevant historical documentation.

2.1.5 Oxford Archaeology North:OA North has an extensive archive of secondary
sources relevant to the study area, as well as mwseunpublished client
reports on work carried out both as OA North anditenformer guise of
Lancaster University Archaeological Unit (LUAU). @&e were consulted
where necessary.

2.2 SITEVISIT
2.2.1 A visual inspection of the site was undertaken ceoWésday 6th May in order

to relate the existing topography and land use thighresults of the desk-based
assessment.

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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2.3 CLIENT DATA

2.3.1 The client provided plans of the proposed greent, which were consulted
when establishing recommendations for any furthakw

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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3. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 The following section presents a summary of théohisal and archaeological
background of the general area. This is presentddgborical period, and has
been compiled in order to place the study area antwider archaeological

context.
Period Date Range
Palaeolithic 30,000 — 10,000 BC
Mesolithic 10,000 — 4000 BC
Neolithic 4000 — 2,200 BC
Bronze Age 2,200 - 700 BC
Iron Age 700 BC — AD 43
Romano-British AD 43 — AD 410
Early Medieval AD 410 -1066
Late Medieval 1066 —1540
Post-medieval 1540€1750
Industrial Period c1750 — 1901
Modern Post-1901

Table 1: Summary of British archaeological periadd date ranges

3.2 BACKGROUND

3.2.1 Prehistoric Period:within the North West the evidence for prehist@ativity
is often sporadic and based on chance finds. Hayehere is growing
regional evidence for settlement being concentraiedsands and gravels
adjacent to watercourses and mosslands, ratherotindhne heavier and more
poorly-drained boulder clays. There are no prehistsites within the study
area, but sites in the wider vicinity include twioree axe hammers found
before 1854 in the Hopwood area (GMHER 2437.1.0)aBronze Age cairn
at Wind Hill, to the north of Heywood, approximat&km north-north-east of
the study area, which was excavated in the 19788 @itlal 1995, 118).

3.2.2 The Romano-British Periodthere are no Roman sites within the study area.
However, there are two putative Roman roads invitter area. It has been
speculated that a Roman road ran approximatelyhseast/north-east from
Manchester, via Rochdale, to join with the Romaadrover Blackstone Edge
in Littleborough, which continued on to llkley. Tlsiggestion of a second
road running approximately east/west on the nadé sf the River Roch from
the road in Littleborough and connecting with tlkad between the forts at
Manchester and Ribchester, has also been put fdywhut as yet

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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3.2.3

3.24

3.2.5

3.2.6

3.2.7

3.2.8

archaeological evidence has not supported this  ryheo
(http://www.link4life.org; Ordnance Survey 1991; W 2004).

Early Medieval Period:evidence for Anglo-Saxon activity in the regionaas
whole is drawn largely from place-names. The wadtfbpwode’ means a
‘wood in a small enclosed valley’, and appears nmgla-Saxon records. The
family name ‘Hopwode’ originates from when a Mide knight was granted
land where ancient ‘Hopwood Hall' now stands to slh@th-east of the study
area. It has been suggested that the parish ofdatechmay have been co-
extensive with the manor of Hopwood, which, acaogdio the Domesday
Survey, was held in 1066 by Gamel the thane (Modg8).

Late Medieval Period:a manuscript refers to Hopwood in 1100 during the
reign of William Rufus and, in 1277, William de Hepod is mentioned
attesting a grant by Henry de Lacy. At this tintee manor of Hopwood was
held by the Lord of Middleton (Farrer and Brownldii11, 136-141).

The study area is located at least in part withenarea of moss named Siddal
Moor (GMHER 5076.1.0), which would have been exldiearly on for peat
and possibly also for coal (s&e2.6 below). These potential resources at
Siddal Moor led to it being part of Whittle, a delted portion of Bury Parish,
during the medieval period (Hadlt al 1995, 120). However, at some later
point Siddal Moor was included within the Hopwoaavhship, as it is part of
the nineteenth century Hopwood tithe.

Post-medieval Perioda survey of the property of Edward Hopwood in 1570
refers to 500 acres of moan¢ssettgand turbary (LRO, D, DHP, 39/1, cited
in Hall et al 1995, 105). In 1587 a lease between Edmund Hopverut
Isabella Schoffilde refers to tlelefyldeat Siddal, indicating that there was
an interest in the potential for mining the coaltlwe area from at least the
sixteenth century (Middleton Civic Society1990, cited in Hallet al 1995,
105). At this time mining would have been on a ¢rsedle for local use. Bell
pits or shallow drift mines were excavated, whi@mained close to the
surface to allow for ventilation (McNeil 1990, 10).

In 1612, after the death of Edmund Hopwood, theanamcluded a watermill
and three hundred acres of arable land. In 166@ there 73 hearths liable for
tax in Hopwood, fourteen of which were at HopwoodallH(Farrer and
Brownbill 1911, 136-141). The manor remained witie tHHopwood family
until 1773, when it passed to an Edward Greggeer(l&regg family) of
Werneth, who added the name Hopwood (ldall 1995, 105).

During the seventeenth century, domestic-basedldertanufacture was
increasingly undertaken as a supplementary incaniarining. The ability of
local tenants to purchase their landholdings indgbdy seventeenth century
and, in some cases at least, to build new stondlidgse can be seen as a
reflection of the strength of the local economy (AIY12004). During the later
eighteenth century, although the district remaipsgtiominantly agricultural,
the domestic woollen industry and local coal minigre on the increase. In
1780 Peel, Yates & Co. had built the first cott@etbry, Makin Mill, in
Heywood along the banks of the River Roch (httmAwlink4life.org).

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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3.2.9 Industrial Period: the woollen industry eventually became so succedsét
by the mid-nineteenth century Rochdale manufactuegghty per cent of
England's flannel production, and had become ondafchester’s important
satellite industrial towns (www.spinningtheweb.d¢q.McNeil and Newman
2006, 171 and 177). As a result, the transportesystto the area were
developed. The Rochdale Canal was constructed enetfrly nineteenth
century and is extant on Hennet's map of 1830 Hjyigligned approximately
north/south some distance to the east of the stvely. A Heywood branch of
the canal was constructed slightly later and isl@vi on the first edition OS
map of the area from 1851, heading south-east fr@ywood and turning
eastwards to connect with the Rochdale Canal. Thacashire & Yorkshire
Railway’ which ran east-south-east from a statiohleywood was also extant
by 1851 and the ‘Liverpool Bolton & Bury Line’ raihy aligned east/west, to
the north of the study area, was extant by 1890.

3.2.10 During the post-medieval period the manor of Hopsvdmad become a
township within the parish of Middleton, and pastghe study area were still
owned by the Gregg (previously Gregge) Hopwood fami the time of the
Pilsworth and Hopwood tithe awards in 1838 and 1@44ll et al 1995, 105;
LRO DRM 1/80; LRO DRM 1/56). Robert Gregg Hopwoodsnthe land
owner at this time, and he invested in agricultamaking many improvements
to the land and manufacturing compost using ‘bab) @dall et al 1995, 105).
Coal mining continued on Siddal Moor in the eightbeand nineteenth
centuries, and a Simon Dearden (1715-95) and msJames (1774-1828)
took up mining leases in the Heywood area, inclgdon Siddal Moor
(http://www.link4life.org).

3.2.11 By the nineteenth century, there were numerousattills, a colliery, a large
railway-wagon works and iron foundry, and a brewryhe vicinity (Farrer
and Brownbill 1911). In 1863, a local administratiboard was formed, but
four years later part of Hopwood was absorbed H®ywood and the
remainder was divided between Middleton and Rohdal1894, at which
point the historic township became obsoldéed]. Heywood's textile industry
continued to flourish, reaching peak capacity iag,%fter which, however, it
experienced rapid decline (Williams with Farnie 2985). A tramroad from
Hopwood Hall Colliery, built in 1828, that ran fropits near the hall to the
canal wharf in Heywood, is clearly shown on thetfedition OS map of 1851.
Hopwood Hall also had a corn mill within the grosndn 1982 remains of
stone buildings, a wheel pit, wooden axle, partanfiron pit wheel and a
millpond still survived (Ashmore 1982, 115).

3.2.12 Siddal Moor College:Yates’ map of 1786 shows Siddal Moor as a small
hamlet comprising dispersed farmsteads on the eafgié®e moor (Fig 3). By
the time of the 1840 tithe, Siddal Moor was parthef township of Hopwood.
This area saw a considerable amount of developmhentg the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries, so that Siddal Moor haoive part of a larger area
of settlement south of Heywood and on the west sidéopwood (se&ection
3.3). Siddal Moor High School opened in the early 193d0dd was closed in
1990, when it became Siddal Moor Sports Colleggphvww.link4life.org;
www.school-index.co.uk).

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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3.3

3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

3.34

3.3.5

3.3.6

MAP REGRESSION ANALYSIS

Introduction: several cartographic sources were examined, heltheénOA
North archives and Lancashire Record Office in teres

Yates’ Map of Lancashire, 1786 (Fig 3}he proposed development area is
located partially within the area named as ‘Siddédlor’ on Yates’ map. The
moor appears to be predominantly located on thé svde of the road, which
heads south-westwards from Heywood to Manchester ¢urrent A6045,
known here as Manchester Road). No propertiestarers on the moor, but
buildings are depicted along its north-western edgethe vicinity of the
proposed development area.

Siddal Moor Enclosure Map, 1815 (AE 6)gFig 4): this mapping shows the
north-eastern part of the proposed developmentarkyaas the south-western
area appears to have been outside of Siddal Mder plots of land labelled as
11d and 12 are within the proposed development, &aed were listed as
owned by ‘Representatives of the Right Honourallleritas Earl of Wilton’
and ‘Robert Gregge Hopwood Esq.’ respectively. [EdrWilton’ is written
across the area to the south-west of plot 11d¢catchg that the remainder of
the proposed development area also belonged toEdre at this time.
Buildings are shown along the northern boundarplof 12, which are likely
to include two buildings shown on the Hopwood Ti{fég 7; Site07). Two
buildings are also shown to the south-west of plat in the area later labelled
as Mercer’s Farm (Sité4), one of which is labelled ‘Thatched Cottage’. On
the east side of the road, south-east of plot dlbuilding in the area later
labelled as ‘Wickan Bank’ (Sitél) is depicted, and a ‘Public Well’ (Sit#b)

is shown to its south.

Hennet's Map of Lancashire, 1830 (Fig 5)his mapping is less detailed than
the earlier enclosure award. However, the map gavgsod clear depiction of

the wider area, showing the main roads, includingnthester Road, which

heads south-west from the area labelled ‘Siddalbi®drhe map also shows

the boundaries of Hopwood Hall and Heywood Halg Bochdale Canal to

the east of Hopwood Hall and the River Roch tontbeth of Heywood Hall.

Pilsworth Tithe map, 1838 (DRM 1/80) (Fig 6)he south-western part of the
proposed development area is depicted on the Rilsviibhe as fields 233a,

231 and 232. The fields are listed as owned byH#e of Wilton and were

planted with potatoes at the time of the tithe aw&ield 230 is named ‘New
Marled Field’, indicating that the process of exatavg pits for marl to spread
across the field as fertiliser was, or had bedangaplace at this time. A pond
(Site 06), which may have been a former marl pit, is loddatethe north-west

corner of this field.

Hopwood Tithe map, 1846 (DRM 1/56) (Fig 7he majority of the proposed
development area is within the area depicted orHibygvood Tithe. Gooden
House is labelled to the north-east of the stuéga.adnnamed buildings in the
vicinity of the proposed development area include Ibuildings noted on the
1815 map (Fig 4), in the area later named as Mer¢earm (Site04) and
Wickan Bank (Sitell); and two buildings to the north of the proposed

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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3.3.7

3.3.8

development area (Sit@7). To the south-west of these buildings, an area
depicted as planted with trees is labelled as fRit, which is named in the
tithe award as ‘Barn Field’ (Sit@8). However, there does not appear to be a
building depicted in this area on the tithe mapq,ibis possible that the name
refers to an earlier structure. A pond is also clepl in this field (Sit®9), and

the field to the north-west (319) is named ‘Higivarled Earth’, indicating
that the pond may have originated as a marl pittiEosouth-west of Barn
Field are three fields (287, 288 and 289) nameddrevwMiddle-, and Higher
Coal Pit Field (Sitel0), suggesting that coal mining had taken placehis t
area. In addition, the field to the north-west (328 labelled ‘Pits’. Of these,
‘Lower Coal Pit Field’ is located within the propemk development area. The
owner of the majority of the land within the propdsdevelopment area is
listed as Robert Gregge Hopwood Esq., and a JohtetMowned land
towards the northern extent of the proposed devedmp area. The Earl of
Wilton is not listed as an owner in this area. Wedl (Site 05) marked on the
1815 map is not shown on this or later mapping.

Ordnance Survey First Edition 6” to one mile map,831 (Fig 8): two
unnamed buildings (Sit@7), also shown on the tithe (Fig 7), are depicted at
the northern extent of the proposed developmert &¥anamed buildings are
also located in the area of Mercer's Farm ($4¢ On the east side of the
Heywood to Manchester Road, Wickan Bank (Sit¢, is now labelled. A
small pond (Sitel4) is depicted on the west side of a lane which morsh-
westwards from Manchester Road, past Mercer's Féite 04), and a
probable former pond (SitE) suggested by a sharp curve in a field boundary
is evident at the south-west extent of the propadedelopment area. Just
beyond the western extent of the study area, tondinth of ‘Haysill’, an old
quarry is marked. A milestone labelled ‘Heywoodgnchester 7¥2’ (Sit&2)

is depicted on the road to the west of Collop Gatethe wider area, the
‘Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway’ was noted headiegst-south-east from
Heywood and, south of this, the Heywood Branch Cheads south-east from
Heywood and then turns east to join the RochdatealCa

Ordnance Survey 25" to one mile map, 1890 (Fig ®rther development
has taken place along the west side of Manchesiad Ro the north-east of
Mercer’'s Farm (Sité4), by the time of this mapping. New development in
Heywood includes a number of mills to the northtedsthe study area and,
presumably, associated settlement, which has extkebdth to the north and
south of Gooden House. A new railway, the ‘LiverpBolton & Bury Line’,
runs east/west a short distance to the north ofd&odlouse, and the area of
settlement on the south side of the line is labedie Hopwood. To the north of
the proposed development area, a house and gazdecated in the area of
the western of the two buildings identified on marlmapping (Site07).
Buildings in the area later named as Siddal MoammF&Site 01), are now
depicted on the south side of Hares Hill Lane. Woeded area in the vicinity
of Barn Field (Sité8), is no longer extant. ‘Old Gravel Pits’ are matke the
south-east and north-east of Wicken Bank Farm (Hifeformerly ‘Wickan
Bank’), and a brick works is marked further to soeith-east of the farm.
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3.3.9 Ordnance Survey 6” to one mile map, 1910 (Fig 1Qke Heywood and
Hopwood area of settlement has grown extensivalyever, there are few
changes within the study area. Siié is named as Mellert's Place, and a
nursery is labelled behind the house. A new bujdiramed ‘Providence
Cottage’ is located to the west of Mellert's Plage'Shaft’ is shown to the
south of Collop Gate Farm, to the south of the strea.

3.3.10 Ordnance Survey 6” to one mile map, 1932 (Fig 1iyrther development
has taken place along Manchester Road. The ardlaetovest of Mellert’s
Place (Site07) is labelled as a golf course; a pavilion is mdrlan the
northern boundary of the proposed development aréhe southern corner of
a playing field; and a club house is marked tortbeth of the playing field.
South of Mellert’s Place, a second playing fieldh@wn.

3.3.11 Ordnance Survey 6” to one mile map, revision of 92, with additions in
1938, and a part revision in 1939 (Fig 12fhe area of the proposed
development shows little change from its depictoonthe 1932 map. Streets
and housing have been laid out to the east of Mallélace (Site07),
including Hopworth Avenue, which forms the northeooundary to the
playing field first shown on the 1932 mapping (Eib).

3.3.12 Ordnance Survey 1:10,560, 1965 (Fig 13urther housing development has
taken place by the time of this mapping, partiduléo the north and east of
Mellert's Place (Sit®7). Providence Cottage to the west of Mellert's Blec
now named ‘Hill Top’, and the pond (SiB®) in this area is no longer shown.
The ponds shown on earlier mapping, ®6eand Sitel4, to the west are no
longer extant.

3.3.13 Ordnance Survey 1:10,560, 1977 (Fig 133%chool buildings, relating to
Siddal Moor High School, are depicted on this magpiwith two playing
fields shown to the north-west and north-east, t@ndis courts to the south-
east of the school. A series of large buildingelig ‘Depot’ are depicted a
short distance to the south-west of the school. Milestone (Sitel2) and
Mellert's Place (Sited7) are no longer extant by the time of this mapping.
However, Hill Top, appears to have been retainethiwithe new housing
development, which now extends across the ardzedbrmer golf course.

3.3.14 Current mapping shows some further developmentgaldanchester Road in
the area of Mercer's Farm (Si@d), which appears to have been demolished
since 1977, and replaced with a housing estateéh&udevelopment has also
taken place to the north of the school, and theadbuildings have increased
in size and number since 1977 (Fig 2).

3.4 SITEVISIT

3.4.1 A visual inspection of the site was undertaken cedwWésday 6th May 2009 in
order to relate the existing topography and lanel wigh the results of the
desk-based assessment. The visit also allowecthfanderstanding of areas of
impact by the proposed redevelopment, as well assaof more recent
disturbance that may affect the potential for thevisal of archaeological
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3.4.2

35
3.5.1

3.5.2

3.5.3

deposits. The college is located in a suburbandestal area, between
Heywood and Hopwood. The housing is primarily latentieth century, with
some areas of earlier twentieth century housing@ihéyhe northern perimeter
of the playing fields on Newhouse Road (Plate he Tollege is unenclosed
on Newhouse Road, but has perimeter fencing arthendemainder of the site
(Plates 2 and 3). No public access is permittediratadhe perimeter of the
college grounds. There are playing fields to the ead south of the buildings,
and courts on the western side (Plate 4). Theg®lrildings are of relatively
modern construction and date from the later twémteentury, as confirmed
by the historic map regressioBgction 3.3 A straight track runs along the
western side of the playing fields in front of tbellege, which also have a
perimeter fence (Plate 5).

An area to the rear (south) of the college was wdisited to place the wider
study area in context. The area immediately tordee of the college is a
residential area, and to the rear of this is a gewaorks. An area of large,
open fields (Plate 6) lies to the south of the sgavaorks, with Hareshill Road
forming a boundary. A track runs in a south-eagténlection from Hares Hill
Farm (Plates 7 and 8) at the southern extent ottiley area. No sites were
added to the gazetteer as a result of the site visi

PREVIOUS ARCHAEOL OGICAL WORK

Both the GMHER and the OA North library and arclsiweere consulted for
records of previous archaeological work in the gtaika and environs.

An archaeological assessment was carried out iarevof road construction
in the vicinity of the M62 and M66 (McNeil 1990) @rhe study area was
located just beyond the southern extent of theeotirstudy area. The
assessment included the identification of severahsa of mining pits at
Thurston Fold (GMHER 2896.1.0 and 2896.1.1), Pilkklwvo(GMHER
2899.1.0), Stock Nook (GMHER 2901.1.0), Saxon’s nfa(GMHER
2906.1.0), and near Gap Farm (GMHER 2967.1.0 aii8.29D).

Several areas of earthworks were also identifiethénMeadowcroft Fold area
off Moss Hall Road, including a possible desertathlet of unknown date but
with probable medieval origins, and undated ridge furrow (McNeil 1990,
9-10). Ridge and Furrow was also recorded off HaleRoad (GMHER
2968.1.0).
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4. GAZETTEER OF SITES

Site number 01

Site name Siddal Moor Farm

NGR SD 8524 0903

HER No 2960.1.0

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Barn, farm, farmhouse and deserted farmstead

Period Industrial

Sour ces HER

Description Large brick farmhouse with barn attached to reawation. The barn has a high
wagon entrance and a segmented arch at the west end

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aed will not be affected.

Site number 02

Site name Ridge and Furrow at Siddal Moor Farm

NGR SD 8518 0898

HER No 2960.2.0

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Field system/ridge and furrow

Period Unknown (probable post-medieval/industrial date)

Sour ces HER

Description Ridge and furrow running in a south-west/north-edisection and an earthwork
evident as a reduced bank.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aed will not be affected.

Site number 03

Site name Edgecr oft

NGR Centroid SD 8595 0931
HER No 11616.1.1

Stat. Designation Listed Building (1) 358846
Sitetype House

Period Modern

Sources HER

Description A house built in 1921 by Edgar Wood. Constructeditk with a steeply-pitched
stone slate roof. The interior is virtually complewith original fireplaces.

Assessment The site lies a distance outwith the proposed dgwveént area, and will not be
affected.

Site number 04

Site name Mercer's Farm

NGR SD 85678 09291

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Farm (Site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Siddal Moor Enclosure Map, 1845 6/8)

Description Unnamed buildings are first shown in this areal@n$iddal Moor Enclosure Map of

1815. The farm is first named on the OS 1890 mappind the farm was still extant
on OS mapping from 1977. However, the farm has beptaced by a modern
housing estate.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,amed will not be affected.
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Site number 05

Site name Public Well, located north of Collop Gate Farm

NGR SD 85944 09270

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Well (Site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Siddal Moor Enclosure Map, 1845 6/8)

Description A ‘Public Well' shown on the Siddal Moor Enclosukéap of 1815, but not on
subsequent mapping.
Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,amed will not be affected.

Site number 06

Site name Pond, north-east of Hares Hill Farm

NGR SD 85213 09450

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Pond (Site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Pilsworth Tithe map, 1838 (DRM0)/8

Description Field 230, on the Pilsworth Tithe map of 1838, emed ‘New Marled Field’,
indicating that the process of excavating pits rfarl to spread across the field as
fertiliser was, or had been, taking place. A pombich may have been a former marl
pit, is located in the north-west corner of thisldi The pond is shown as extant on
OS mapping up to and including 1939, but appealate fallen out of use after this
time.

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development amsad may be impacted by
construction works.

Site number o7

Site name Mellert's Place

NGR SD 85841 09734

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Buildings (Site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Siddal Moor Enclosure Map, 1845 6/8)

Description Two pairs of buildings are shown on the northeraratary of plot 12 of the Siddal
Moor Enclosure Map of 1815. The western pair idamger extant by the time of the
1840 Hopwood Tithe, but the eastern pair is likedybe the same as the two
buildings shown on the 1840 tithe, the western bictv is in the same location as a
building named Mellert's Place on the OS 1910 magpi he building was no longer
extant by the time of the OS 1977 mapping.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,amed will not be affected.

Site number 08

Site name Barn Field

NGR SD 85730 09658

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Barn (possible site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Hopwood Tithe map, 1846 (DRM 1/56)

Description An area depicted as planted with trees on the Hopwvilathe map of 1846 is labelled

as plot 521, ‘Barn Field'. There does not appedra@ building depicted in this area
on the tithe map, but it is possible that the naefers to an earlier structure. A pair
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of buildings (the western pair described as partSaé 07) was located in this
approximate area on the Siddal Moor enclosure mags.
Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aed will not be affected.

Site number 09

Site name Pond in Barn Field

NGR SD 85807 09679

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Pond (Site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Hopwood Tithe map, 1846 (DRM 1/56)

Description A pond is depicted in plot 521, ‘Barn Field’ on tHepwood Tithe map of 1846. The
field to its north-west (319) is named ‘Higher Mat|Earth’, indicating that the pond
may have originated as a marl pit. The pond waknger extant by the time of the
1965 OS mapping.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aed will not be affected.

Site number 10

Site name Lower Coal Pit Field

NGR SD 85654 09526

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Coal Pits (possible site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Hopwood Tithe map, 1846 (DRM 1/56)

Description Lower Coal Pit Field is marked as field 287 on H@pwood Tithe map of 1846. To
its north-west are three fields (288, 289 and 3#8ned Middle-, and Higher Coal
Pit Field and ‘Pits’. These field names suggeat ttoal mining had taken place in
this area by the time of this tithe map.

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development asad may be impacted by
construction works.

Site number 11

Site name Wicken Bank Farm

NGR SD 85967 09344

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Farm (Site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Siddal Moor Enclosure Map, 1845 6/8)

Description A building in the area later labelled as ‘WickamRais depicted on the Siddal Moor
Enclosure Map of 1815. The farm is named WickankBan the OS mapping of
1851 and Wicken Bank Farm on the OS mapping of 188@ farm was shown as
still extant on OS mapping from 1977, but is natwsh on current mapping.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,amed will not be affected.

Site number 12

Site name Milestone, Manchester Road

NGR SD 85828 09129

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Milestone (Site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Ordnance Survey, 1851
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Description A milestone marked ‘Heywood 1, Manchester 7%’, sham the OS mapping of
1851. The milestone was shown as still extant erfGB mapping from 1965, but had
gone by the time of the OS mapping of 1977.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aed will not be affected.

Site number 13

Site name Pond, east of Hares Hill Farm

NGR SD 85283 09305

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Pond (possible site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Ordnance Survey, 1851

Description A possible pond is suggested by a semi-circulatiaeof field boundary shown on
the OS mapping of 1851.

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development amad may be impacted by
construction works.

Site number 14

Site name Pond, north-west of Mercer’'s Farm

NGR SD 85429 09504

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Pond (Site of)

Period Industrial

Sour ces Map regression - Ordnance Survey, 1851

Description A pond is shown on the OS mapping of 1851. The poas no longer extant by the
time of the 1965 OS mapping.

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development amad may be impacted by

construction works.
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5. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE REMAINS

5.1

5.1.1

5.2

5.2.1

5.2.2

5.2.3

5.24

5.2.5

INTRODUCTION

Fourteen sites have been identified within the ystadka, one of which is a
Grade Il Listed Building (Sited3). There are no Scheduled Monuments,
Registered Parks or Gardens or Battlefields withi study area, nor is the
study area within a Conservation Area. Of the Xdssidentified, four are
within the proposed development area (Sd&slLO, 13 and14).

Period No of Sites | Site Type

Industrial 12 An extant farm0(Q), the sites of farms04), the site
of a well 05), the sites of pond96, 09, 13 and14),
the site of buildingsQy7), the site of a possible barn
(08), the site of possible coal mining pitk0f and the
site of a milestonel@)

Modern 1 Edgecroft, a Listed Buildin@3)

Unknown 1 Ridge and Furrovd?) - likely to be post-medieval ar

industrial period

Table 2: Number of sites by period

CRITERIA

There are a number of different methodologies uged assess the
archaeological significance of sites; that to bedubere is the ‘Secretary of
State’s criteria for scheduling ancient monumewtsich is included as Annex
4 of PPG 16 (DoE 1990). The sites previously ligtgection 4 above) were

each considered using the criteria and those liktelyoe impacted by the
proposed development are discussed below.

Period: Sites06, 13 and 14 all date to the industrial period, but are not
considered significant due to period. Sitemay be considered to be of some
significance due to period as it relates to earglsscale coal mining.

Rarity: none of the sites are considered to be signifidaetto rarity.

Documentation: Sites 06, 10, 13 and 14 were all identified from examining
cartographic sources. The only site which mightdsearched further through
documentary sources is Sit@, which identifies a possible area of coal mining
pits.

Group Value: the three ponds, Sited6, 13 and 14 can be grouped, and
suggest that marl extraction was taking place actlois area in the industrial
period. However, the significance of the sites @ @nhanced by this group
association.
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5.2.6 Survival/Condition: Site 10 comes from field name evidence and therefore it
is not known if there is any buried physical eviderfor this site. Site86, 13
and14 are all sites of ponds which are likely to havelled over time and, as
such, are not shown on the current mapping. lbiknown if there any buried
remains of these ponds.

5.2.7 Fragility/Vulnerability: Sites06, 10, 13 and 14 are all located within the
proposed development area and, therefore, are raltieeto impact through
development. However, none of the sites are coreid® be significant on
this basis.

5.2.8 Diversity: none of the sites are considered to be significdamt to diversity,
and the gazetteer sites as a group are not diesrigey predominantly relate
to agricultural and small-scale industrial useho$ tarea during the industrial
period.

5.2.9 Potential: there is very little evidence for prehistoric oorRan activity in the
environs of the study area and the potential fonaeology from these periods
within the proposed development area is therefonsidered to be low.

5.2.10 An archaeological assessment carried out to thi sfuhe present study area
in 1990 identified a number of coal mining sitesong with areas of
earthworks, such as ridge and furrow and possibilesé platforms. Although
these sites have not been dated, it is thoughtitHatist some of the earthwork
sites in the Meadowcroft Fold area had their osgim the medieval period.
There is, therefore, some potential for medievahaeology within the study
area, in particular in the vicinity of any farmsdsavhich may have originated
from the medieval period. Sité4, located to the south of the proposed
development area, and Sid&, located to the north, are both shown on the
Siddal Moor enclosure map of 1815, the earlieshitbet mapping identified
during this assessment. These sites are thergieneaps, the most likely areas
of medieval activity. The known archaeology withihe study area is,
however, predominantly post-medieval relating taltscale coal mining or
agricultural practices, such as marl extractionngaguently, the potential of
the proposed development area is for further sitélsis nature and associated
finds, which have a low level of significance, aate only of very local
interest.

5.3 SIGNIFICANCE

5.3.1 Table 3 shows the sensitivity of the site scaleddoordance with its relative
importance using the following terms for archaeglagsues, with guideline
recommendations for a mitigation strategy.
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5.3.2 Based on the above criteria, one of the sites enstiudy area is a Grade I
Listed Building (Site 03), which automatically makes it of national
significance. The remaining sites recorded in tlERHSitesO1 and02) are,
similarly, at least of regional or county signific® as a result. The remaining
sites within the gazetteer, including the four sit&ithin the proposed
development area (Sité§, 10, 13 and14), are of low local importance.

5.3.3

Importance

Examples of Site Type

Negative | mpact

National

Scheduled Monuments (SMs), Grade |, 14 8n
Listed Buildings

To be avoided

Regional/County

Conservation Areas, Registered PartsGardens
(Statutory Designated Sites)

Sites and Monuments Record/Historic
Environment Record

Avoidance
recommended

Local/Borough Sites with a local or borough valuenerest for Avoidance not
cultural appreciation envisaged
Sites that are so badly damaged that too little
remains to justify inclusion into a higher grade

Low Local Sites with a low local value or interest tultural | Avoidance not
appreciation envisaged
Sites that are so badly damaged that too little
remains to justify inclusion into a higher grade

Negligible Sites or features with no significantwelor Avoidance
interest unnecessary

Table 3: Criteria used to determine Importanceit#sS

The above conclusions are based on the currem statnowledge and the
subsequent discovery of additional features orexngé relating to these sites
could alter their assessed levels of significance.
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6. IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

IMPACT

In its Planning Policy Guidanddote 16 the Department of the Environment
(DoE) advises that archaeological remains are aimally diminishing
resource andshould be seen as finite, and non-renewable regpuncmany
cases, highly fragile and vulnerable to destructidippropriate management
is therefore essential to ensure that they survivegood condition. In
particular, care must be taken to ensure that aegiagical remains are not
needlessly or thoughtlessly destrayédichas been the intention of this study to
identify the archaeological potential of the studlga, and assess the impact of
redevelopment, thus allowing the advice of the DXoEbe enacted upon.
Assessment of impact has been achieved by theniolgpmethod:

e assessing any potential impact and the significaricihe effects arising
from the proposed development;

* reviewing the evidence for past impacts that mayehaffected the
archaeological sites;

» outlining suitable mitigation measures, where gdaesiat this stage, to
avoid, reduce or remedy adverse archaeologicaldtapa

The impact is assessed in terms of the sensitbritynportance of the site to
the magnitude of change or potential scale of imphaing the future

redevelopment scheme. The magnitude, or scalay mhpact is often difficult

to define, but will be termed as substantial, matierslight, or negligible, as
shown in Table 4, below.

Scale of | mpact Description

Substantial Significant change in environmentaldes;t
Complete destruction of the site or feature;

Change to the site or feature resulting in a furelatal change in
ability to understand and appreciate the resoume its cultural
heritage or archaeological value/historical contexd setting.

Moderate Significant change in environmental fagtors

Change to the site or feature resulting in an apabée change in
ability to understand and appreciate the resoume its cultural
heritage or archaeological value/historical contexd setting.

Slight Change to the site or feature resulting small change in our abilit
to understand and appreciate the resource andiltigral heritage of
archaeological value/historical context and setting

Negligible Negligible change or no material changgethe site or feature. No rea
change in our ability to understand and appredteteresource and its
cultural heritage or archaeological value/histdrazmtext and setting.

Table 4: Criteria used to determine Scale of Impact
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6.1.3 The interaction of the scale of impact (Table 4)l dhe importance of the
archaeological site (Table 3) produce the impaghiBcance. This may be
calculated by using the matrix shown in Table $oWwe

Resource Value Scale of Impact Upon Archaeological Site
(Importance)  "q \ Santial | Moderate Slight Negligible
National Major Major Intermediate/ | Slight
Minor
Regional/County | Major Major/ Minor Neutral
Intermediate
L ocal/Borough Intermediate | Intermediate Minor Neutral
Local (low) Intermediate | Minor Minor/ Neutral
/ Minor Neutral
Negligible Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral

Table 5: Impact Significance Matrix

6.1.4 The only sites within the proposed development areaa possible area of
coal pits (Sitel0), and the sites of three ponds (Si@& 13 and 14). The
survival of these features beneath the ground tiskmown, and it is possible
that previous agricultural activity and/or levedliconnected with the recent
use of the site for a school may have removed emains of these features.

6.2 IMPACT ASSESSMENT

6.2.1 Following on from the above considerationg s$ignificance of effects has
been determined based on an assumption that thiérdoevearth-moving
works associated with the development, and theeptesondition of the
archaeological assets/sites. The results are susedan Table 6, below, in
the absence of mitigation.

Site Nature of I mpact Significance Scale of I mpact

Number I mpact Significance

06 Possible disturbance of Local (low) Negligible Neutral
below ground remains

10 Possible disturbance of Local (low) Moderate Minor
below ground remains

13 Possible disturbance of Local (low) Negligible Neutral
below ground remains

14 Possible disturbance of Local (low) Slight Minor/
below ground remains Neutral

Table 6: Assessment of the impact significanceamhesite during
development
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL MITIGATION

7.1 INTRODUCTION

7.1.1 In terms of the requirement for further archagical investigation and
mitigation, it is necessary to consider only theges that will be affected by
the proposed develoment. Current legislation drawdistinction between
archaeological remains of national importance ahdraremains considered to
be of lesser significance. Those perceived to beatibnal importance may
require preservatiom situ, whilst those of lesser significance may undergo
preservation by record, where high, local or regiosignificance can be
demonstrated.

7.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

7.2.1 The following recommendations are based on thesnotirnderstanding of the
proposed development from a plan provided by tlemtIShould the plans for
the proposed development change, advice shoulalghs from GMHES as
to any required mitigation.

7.2.2 Of the four known sites within the proposed devalept area, only two (Sites
10 and14) appear to be in areas, identified on the plawiges by the client,
that may be impacted. Siid, the site of a pond is of negligible interest, and
no further work is recommended for this site. Aeynains pertaining to coal
mining (Site 10) would be of low local importance. It is therefore
recommended that a watching brief is carried out amy groundworks
undertaken in this area of the site, west of NewkoRoad, in the northern
portion of the area currently occupied by the g®léuildings. This work
should be carried out in consultation with GrealManchester Historic
Environment Service (GMHES), who would provide aject brief.
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Figure 11: Extract from the Ordnance Survey 6" to 1 mile, 1932
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Plate 1: Twentieth century housing beyond the northern perimeter of the playing fields on Newhouse
Road

Plate 2: Siddal Moor College from Newhouse Road
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Plate 3: Perimeter fencing around the college

Plate 4: Courts on the western side of the college



Plate 5: Track along the western side of the playing fieldsin front of the college

Plate 6: An area of large, open fields to the south of the sewage works



Plate 7: Hares Hill Farm

Plate 8: A track running in a south-easterly direction from Hares Hill Farm
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