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Summary

In October 2012, Oxford Archaeology East carried out historic building recording on
a blocked-up doorway which had recently been discovered at the Grade | Listed St
Peter's Church, Horningsea. A small amount of investigative work was also carried
out to establish if the doorway could be opened up and put back into use.

Proposals for new lavatory arrangements led to the removal of plaster from the
western wall of the south aisle of the church. This revealed a blocked doorway
constructed of clunch. On the other side of the doorway is a small area referred to
as the Sextons “shed” that is believed to have been constructed in the 19th century
from a design by Thomas Jeckyll made in 1866.

A full descriptive and drawn record was made of the exposed blocked-up doorway
before 300mm of the upper infill was carefully removed. This investigative work
revealed that the doorway had been blocked up using lime mortar with inclusions of
large flint stones, clunch blocks and fragments of 18th century peg tile.

The flint and mortar infill was removed to a depth of 300mm using a hammer and
chisel and the full width of the clunch doorway was revealed. The same material
used to block up the doorway continued through and due to physical restrictions it
was not possible to extend any further into the doorway than 200mm.

The doorway is believed to be 14th century in date and contemporary within its
setting in this part of the building. It is thought that the doorway may have originally
provided access into a former annex which may have dated to the 14th century
(RCHM). The continuation of the 18th/19th century infill beyond the opening itself
would suggest the wall had been repaired on the other side (within the 19th century
Jeckyll extension) using the same material at the same time that the door was
blocked up.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.1.1

1.2
1.21

Location and scope of work

A building survey and investigation works were carried out on the blocked-up doorway
at St Peter's Church located on the south side of St John's Lane in the South
Cambridgeshire village of Horningsea (Figure 1).

This work was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by Dr Tim Reynolds, the
Archaeological Advisor for the Ely Diocese (Reynolds 2012).

Proposals for new lavatory arrangement led to the removal of recent plaster from the
western wall of the south aisle of the church. This revealed a blocked doorway
constructed of clunch that would have given access into what is now the Sextant’s area
that is believed to have been designed in 1866. The possibility of opening up the
doorway to provide access to the extant lavatory area has led to the requirement for
this piece of work

The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the County
Stores in due course.

Acknowledgements
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the Horningsea PCC. Thanks to Dr Tim Reynolds who wrote the Brief and monitored
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all on-site recording, photography and investigation work with the kind assistance of
Cathy Clarke.
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2 St PeTER's CHURCH HisToRricAL BACKGROUND

211

21.2

213

214

21.5

216

21.7

The following section has been taken mostly from a publication available from the
church which provides a historical background to the building (Tricker undated). The full
listed building description has provided in Appendix B. Figure 5, based on a plan within
the church, shows the main phases of the building.

9th and 10th Century

Documentary evidence indicates that there was an important Minster church in
Horningsea in the early 800's. The Minster church was raided by the Danes in 870 and
around 970 it became a possession of the Abbey at Ely. It was probably soon after this
that the stone church was built to replace the wooden Minster church. This may well
have been a cruciform building with a porticus (the Saxon form of transept) to the north
and south of the nave. It has been suggested that the present bases of the eastern
arcade piers have survived from it.

One of the coffin lids to be seen in the church dates from the late 900's or early 1000's.
13th Century

Between 1210 and 1214 the care of the church passed to St John's Hospital in
Cambridge. Around this time the chancel was rebuilt and extended, using the Early
English style of architecture. The south arcade also shows work of this date, indicating
the addition of a south aisle, as do the lower stages of the tower.

14th Century

The north arcade was fashioned in the early 1300's and the south porch appears to
date from this century, during the latter half of which a chapel was made in the eastern
bay of the south aisle and was provided with late decorated windows and a niche.

15th and 16th Century

Larger windows in the Perpendicular style were placed in the chancel to provide more
light and in the early 1500's the south aisle received its large five-light window. Before
the Reformation the church interior was full of colour and carvings with stained glass in
the windows, paintings on the wall and and the great Rood crucifix, with its loft and
screen dominating the interior at the division of nave and chancel. The Reformers in the
1590's and later Puritans in the 1640's destroyed many of these items.

18th Century

The fabric of the building was neglected during the 18th century and it was described
by the Reverend William Cole of Milton as being in a “deplorable, nasty and shattered
condition” requiring repair or it would “soon fall down”. There appears to have been no
significant alterations or improvements during this century.

19th Century

Various repairs took place during the 19th century, including the renewal of the tower
parapet ¢.1825 and chancel repairs in 1847. In 1862, at the the expense of Reverend
Arthur Calver, the south-west and west windows in the south aisle were renewed to the
designs of architect Walter Robinson.

In 1865 “The History of the Parish of Horningsea” was published which described the
church immediately prior to restoration. It noted that the tower arch was blocked up, the
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nave had a plaster ceiling, part of the north aisle was used as a vestry and a wall seat
stretched from the entrance to the former chapel westwards to the north doorway. At
that time the chancel had four original lancet windows and four perpendicular windows.
The first phase of the church's major restoration included the opening up of the tower
arch, the total rebuilding of the north aisle and the reseating of the north nave and
aisles. The work was all designed and supervised by architect Thomas Jeckyill.

In 1866 the restoration of the chancel took place. The north chancel wall was rebuilt, its
windows were restored, a new roof provided as well as new floors and seating.
Restoration work was also carried out on the south porch. The Sextons shed beside the
tower was also constructed as part of these works.

Restoration work to the tower and bells took place in 1889-1890, and a hot water
heating system was installed as well as a new organ.

20th Century

In 1981, a new roof was added at the cost of £22000. Repairs to the tower were also
carried out enabling the bells to be rung again for the first time in 20 years. In 1987
heating and lighting were brought into the church and running water and toilet facilities
were installed in the out-house (Sexton's Shed). Repairs to the walls were carried out
and the church was completely redecorated.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 8 of 16 Report Number 1411
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3.1
3.11

3.2
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3.2.2

3.2.3

3.2.4

3.2.5

3.2.6

Aims

The Brief required a record be made of the existing door structure and investigative
works be undertaken to inform on whether the doorway could, realistically, be reopened
for use. The recording required a scaled drawing with the recording of remnant areas of
paint still visible and with sections of any surviving mouldings (according to the
standard building recording guidelines, IfA 2008). Once a record was made
investigative works took place involving the removal of the upper 300mm of the
blocking was undertaken to a depth of 227mm to reveal the nature of the doorway
framing and what may exist in front of the doorway in the wall of the Sextant’s ‘shed’.

Methodology

The investigation which took place was within the western side of the south aisle
(Figure 2). Here, an area of wall measuring approximately 2m by 1.5m which had been
exposed by recent removal of plaster, was recorded and investigated.

The measured survey was carried out using basic equipment. The exposed wall was
drawn at a scale of 1:10 and an over-lay was created to plot the position of surviving
paintwork. All building recording work carried out complied with standards and guidance
set out by the Institute for Archaeologists (2001) and was undertaken by an
experienced buildings archaeologist.

Photographic survey (equivalent to English Heritage Level 2) was carried out by the
author using a 35mm camera (monochrome and colour) with additional digital
photographs using a high resolution Canon EOS 450D digital SLR camera.

A hammer and chisel were used for the removal of the upper 300mm of infill. All flint
and mortar was collected in rubble sacks which were later discarded. Protective
sheeting was laid on the exposed floor surfaces and personal protective equipment
including goggles, gloves, hard hat and dust mask were worn as appropriate.

A small sample of the various types of mortar and tile used in the infill were kept for
further analysis.

Site conditions indoors were favourable however additional lighting was required for
photographs. For this a halogen lamp was used.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 9 of 16 Report Number 1411
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Description of the doorway and setting

The blocked-up doorway was located at the west end of south aisle (Figures 2 and 5). It
was positioned to the right of a large window (which according to Tricker was replaced
in 1862, at the the expense of Reverend Arthur Calver) set within part of the wall
thought to date to the 14th century and also to the left of a 12th century pillar (Plate 1).

The surround of the doorway was constructed from clunch blocks of varying widths and
heights (Figure 3, Plate 2). The lower jamb stone on the left appears to be missing and
there was a ghostline approx 10cm from the current ground level which possibly
corresponds to the location of a former wooden floor.

The doorway itself measured 67cm wide and 1.90m in height from current floor level to
the internal point of the arch. The clunch blocks formed an equilateral arch, typically
“early English” or Gothic in style and parts of the recesses of the jamb stones and arch
mouldings were visible (Figure 3, Plate 3). On the right side of the doorway was
evidence of remnants of a dark red coloured paint (Figure 3, Plate 4).

The material used for the infill comprised a very hard lime mortar mix which contained
frequent flint nodules of varying sizes, varying between approximately 50-100mm in
length. The flint stones used on the face of the in-fill appear to have been laid in
uniformed lines or layers. The flint was no doubt used within the mortar to provide more
cohesion and strength.

On the opposite side of the wall, the location of the doorway is contained within the
“Sextons shed” which now houses the toilet. This was constructed in the 19th century
(Tricker) (Plate 5). The corresponding wall, as viewed from inside the Sextons shed,
shows no obvious evidence of the doorway continuing (Plate 6). This section of wall
comprised a rough finish of clunch and flint and may have been re-pointed when this
extension was added.

The removal of the plaster exposed an area around the doorway from the window on
the left to the 12th century pillar on the right which measured approximately 1.5m in
width and 2m in height (Figure 3). On the left of the exposed area was the remnants of
a very firm, compacted, dark gritty mortar with small crushed stone inclusions. This is
thought to be Portland cement (Atkins pers. comm.) and is mostly likely the material to
cover this part of the church before being plastered and painted over in the late
19th/early 20th century.

Description of the fabric removed

As requested in the Brief (Reynolds 2012), the upper 300mm of infill were removed.
The fabric to be removed was so compacted, that despite initial attempts to use a large
nail to loosen the material, it was necessary to use a hammer and small chisel (Plate
7). Special care was taken when using these tools, in particular around the soft clunch
of the arch.

The material removed from the doorway comprised a relatively compacted lime mortar
which contained very small fragments of crushed flint. Large flint nodules were used
within the mortar to allow for greater strength and cohesion. All of the flint nodules were
inspected for evidence of having been worked or re-used, however there was no
evidence of this and all but a small sample were discarded. Larger flints were used
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within the in-fill, however, on the outer face, smaller, more rounded stones were used
and arranged in rows (Figure 3) — this may suggest that following in-fill, the blocked
doorway was intended to be seen.

In addition to the flint, fragments of a pale buff coloured tile were also recovered. The
fragments varied in size and included small inclusions of crushed flint within the fabric.
These are considered to be fragments of peg tile and are likely to date to the 18th
century (Atkins pers. comm.). As with the flint, these pieces of broken tile may have
been added to strengthen the mortar and help with cohesion. A small sample of three
fragments were retained for analysis and dating, the rest were discarded.

There were also five large clunch blocks used within the infill (Figure 3). These were cut
blocks which were most likely to have been re-used from another location within the
building. These varied in size, the smallest measuring 130mm by 130mm and the
largest measuring 330mm by 180mm.

The mortar and flint in-fill was removed to the required depth of 300mm and 200mm
into the doorway (Plate 8). Unfortunately it was not possible to remove any material
further back than this, however it was sufficient to reveal the full width of the archway
(Plate 9). A gauge was used to take a profile of the moulded stone on the right side of
the archway (Figure 4), the location of which is denoted on Figure 3. The profile taken
shows that the other side of the moulded archway was flat and smooth and it is quite
possible that a door or screen could have been placed against this inner surface.

Following the investigation work, the area around the doorway was cleaned up and left
as shown in Plate 10.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 11 of 16 Report Number 1411



5 DiscussioN AND CONCLUSIONS

5.1
5.1.1

5.1.2

5.1.3

5.2
5.2.1

5.2.2

5.2.3

Discussion

The design and form of the doorway is consistent with its 14th century setting in this
part of the church (Figure 5).

The inclusions of the peg tile within the lime mortar used for the in-fill indicate that it
was most likely blocked up during or after the 18th century which would suggest that if
it was in use up to that time, it provided an access to a structure which would have
been in the location of the present Sextons “shed”. The doorway may have provided
access into the former annex which may have also dated to the 14th century
(RCHM/Freeland Rees Roberts 2012) of which there is no existing known record. It is
not clear if the doorway was meant to be exposed after its in-filling, however it seems
likely that the use of Portland cement (which was first used in the 19th century) to
conceal this part of the wall occurred as part of interior and exterior works at that time,
including the construction of the Sextons “shed”.

The investigative works which removed the upper part of the infill indicate that the
archway is, at least in the upper part, is still intact and appears to be structurally stable
despite the removal of the mortar and flint in-fill below. From revealing its full width of
100mm, there remains a question as with regard to the the continuation of the material
beyond the doorway which appears to be the same as that continuing back. If, as
previously suggested, the other side of the wall was added to / widened using the same
material as the infill, then this would also need to be excavated and removed to allow
for access between these two parts of the building. The narrow dimensions of the
doorway (67cm wide and 1.90m high) together with the need to add further structural
support on the other side of the door may make the re-opening of the doorway
impracticable. However, it would be nice to see the doorway brought into some use or
displayed as it represents an important part of the buildings history and development.

Conclusions

This investigation has archived its aims of creating a record of the existing door
structure and carrying out investigation works to inform on whether the doorway could,
realistically, be reopened for use. The record comprises a scaled drawing with a record
of the location of remnant areas of paint still visible and includes a profile of surviving
mouldings

The investigative works successfully saw the removal of the upper 300mm of the
blocking which revealed the nature of the doorway framing and recorded a continuation
of the same fabric used for the in-filling beyond the doorway in the wall of the Sextant’s
‘shed’.

Professional input from the architects, the Diocesan archaeologist and structural
engineers will be required to decide the future and possible use of the doorway.
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ArpPenDIX B. Listep BuiLbing DescripTiON : ST PeTER'S CHURCH, HORNINGSEA

Description: Church of St Peter Location: St John's Lane, Horningsea,
Cambridgeshire CB5 9JQ

Grade: | Locality: Horningsea

Date Listed: 31 August 1962 Local Authority: South
Cambridgeshire District Council

English Heritage Building ID: 50628 | County: Cambridgeshire

OS Grid Reference: TL4928462647 |Country: England

OS Grid Coordinates: 549284, Postcode: CB5 9JQ
262647

Latitude/Longitude: 52.2418, 0.1850

“Parish church. Early C12. Extended in late C12 with arcades to north and south aisles,
three bays of south aisle remains. Chancel early C13, and west tower. North arcade
rebuilt C14 with aisle extended eastwards; south aisle later C14, and porch.
Restorations ¢.1850, 1865 and 1890. Walls of Barnack limestone and limestone ashlar,
flint and clunch rubble and red brick repairs covered by cement render. Continuous
gable roof of chancel and nave plain tiled, low pitched aisle and porch roofs of lead.
Tower of four stages with chamfered strings; angle buttresses and side buttress of three
stages. Brick parapet ¢.1825 with angle gargoyles. Two light C14 window in two- entred
arch. South aisle with diagonal and side buttresses of two stages. Reduced parapet.
Three windows; C19 window of two-lights to west of porch, early C16 eliptical-headed,
five-light window with sunk spandrels in square headed arch, and late C14 pointed,
two-light window with trefoiled spandrels. Late C14 south doorway with two-centred
head and continuous moulded jambs enriched with paterae and carving of pelican in
piety. South porch C19 low-pitched roof replacing original parapetted gable roof;
gargoyles of grotesque lions and restored archway. Chancel of reused Barnack ashlar
below cill height, sealed lowside window with late C15 three-light wondow in four-
netred arch, C13 doorway with trefoiled-headed lancet above, late C14 window of two
cinquefoil-headed lights and quatrefoil, and trefoiled lancet-light to east. Interior.
Architectural details and monuments see R.C.H.M. East Cambs. Roofs rebuilt C19.
Pulpit ¢.1600 restored with linenfold panels. Late C15 oak pews. Font early C13. Some
late C14 and C15 glass. Church rebuilt in C12 on site of minster church. R.C.H.M.: East
Cambs p.66, mon. 1. Pevsner: Buildings of England p. 409. “
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Monument Period Object Period

Blocked doorway | | Medieval 1066 to 1540 | Pegtile | [Post Medieval 1540 to 1901
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| ‘Select period... H | ‘Select period...
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Project Manager

‘Taleyna Fletcher

|
|
Project Design Originator |n/a |
|
|

© Oxford Archaeology East

Page 16 of 16

Supervisor ‘Taleyna Fletcher
Project Archives

Physical Archive Digital Archive Paper Archive

Cambs County Stores ‘ ‘OA East Offices Cambs County Stores

HORSPC12 HORSPC12 HORSPC12
Archive Contents/Media

Physical Digital ~ Paper Digital Media Paper Media
Contents Contents Contents

Animal Bones O ] ] [] Database [] Aerial Photos
Ceramics O O Ol CJais [] Context Sheet
Environmental ] ] [ ] Geophysics Correspondence
Glass ] ] [l Images (] Diary

Human Bones ] O O lllustrations Drawing
Industrial O O Ol ] Moving Image ] Manuscript
Leather O O Ol [] Spreadsheets ] Map

Metal L] L] L] [] Survey [] Matrices
Stratigraphic [l ] Text ] Microfilm
Survey ] O (] Virtual Reality ] Misc.

Textiles O U | Research/Notes
Wood [l [l ] Photos
Worked Bone ] ] ] Plans

Worked Stone/Lithic ~ [] ] ] Report

None Sections
Other ] O [l [] Survey

Report Number 1411



i
G |
|

¥

-
Lengatanien

-
= CAMERID

L Frr N
 Haslingfisld "
|

f i <
Weswi

ST
£AQ2900
049200

540200
049000

OOC‘
Ty
St John’s ~<ANE
Farm "/ Nogh
4 Far

“Horni

£A0100
o4I100

Hall

7

gsea

/

L

100

Far

N
D
N
a1
D
D

200 m
1

N s o

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. License No. Al 100005569
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Figure 3: Elevation drawing of blocked up doorway
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Figure 4: Profile of moulding
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Figure 5: Phase plan (based on drawing displayed within St Peter’s Church)
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Plate 1: Blocked-up doorway at west end of south aisle

Plate 2: Blocked-up doorway at west end of south aisle
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Plate 4: Detail of paint remnants on jamb

Plate 3: Shot showing in-fill and jambs on right side of doorway
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Plate 5: “Sexton’s shed” containing existing lavatory
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Plate 6: Internal view of Lavatory showing west elevation of aisle
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Plate 8: Top of doorway following removal of upper 300mm
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Plate 10: Shot of doorway after investigation work
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