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1226 Stane Street -
Roman

Monument TL 7446 2318 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

Line of Roman road traced from TL 62142184 to TL 63482202,
where it links with existing road built on top of Roman road. VCH
regards Stane Street as a British track straightened and metalled by
Roman engineers. The less-definite part "negotiates the valley with
great skill", antiquity is confirmed by coincidence of the parish
boundary. Thereafter the course was almost straight to Great
Dunmow with parish boundaries along it  nearly all the way. At
Dunmow, as usual approaching a settlement, the road is  lost for
about a mile, though it points direct to the presumed site of the
Roman settlement". On OS map of Roman Britain.

14599 St. Michaels Road,
Coronation
Avenue, Braintree

Monument TL 7555 2285 Late Iron Age -
100 BC to 42
AD

An archaeological evaluation was carried out by trial trenching prior
to the building of a community hall and sheltered accommodation.
There was some Late Iron Age/Early Roman material from the site
in the form of pottery sherds, but some of these were residual.

14600 St. Michaels Road,
Coronation
Avenue, Braintree

Monument TL 7555 2285 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

An archaeological evaluation was carried out by trial trenching prior
to the building of a community hall and sheltered accommodation.
Despite the proximity of the site to the centre of Roman Braintree
and to the medieval church of St. Michael, the excavated evidence
from the site was overwhelmingly post medieval in date. There was
Roman material from the site in the form of pottery sherds, some of
which were residual, but the quantities were so small that only a
general date of Roman could be assigned.

14601 St. Michaels Road,
Coronation
Avenue, Braintree

Find Spot TL 7555 2285 Medieval -
1066 AD to
1539 AD

An archaeological evaluation was carried prior to development.
Very little medieval pottery was recovered and some of it was
residual. It included a rim from a coarse ware cooking pot, a sherd
of sandy orange ware and possibly a sherd of Mill Green- type ware
(very abraded).

14602 St. Michaels Road,
Coronation

Monument TL 7555 2285 Post Medieval -
1540 AD to

An archaeological evaluation was carried by trial trenching prior to
development. The amount and variety of post-medieval pottery and
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Avenue, Braintree 1900 AD other finds indicate plenty of activity on this site during the late 17th
to earlier 18th centuries.

15642 William Julien
Courtauld Hospital
(formerly the
Braintree and
Bocking Cottage
Hospital)

Industrial TL 7530 2265 Modern - 1939
AD to 1945 AD

The William Julien Courtauld Hospital was erected in 1920-21 to
plans prepared by architects Coldwell and Nicholls. In 1918 W.J.
Courtauld offered the Committee of Braintree Cottage Hospital ‘a
new commodious building with twice the accommodation as the
present building’; the Braintree and Bocking Cottage Hospital being
formerly located at Halstead Road (SMR No. 15636). The new
hospital was built to the west of London Road at a cost of £24,000
and contained four wards, which were extended to seven by 1936
(four of these being private). Financed from both public money and
W.J. Courtauld, a new maternity wing was completed in 1936-7 to
the designs of the original architects.
The main hospital range (1) lies to the south of the site and is a 1½-
storey L-shaped building based on a corridor plan with three-bay
Nightingale ward blocks set perpendicular to a central corridor; the
1936 ward extension was probably added to the east end of the
main range. The hipped and half-hipped roofs are covered with plain
tiles with half-round ridge tiles. Large rectangular stacks project
through the roof-line together with flat-headed first-floor dormer
windows; the ground-floor windows contain vertical sliding sashes.
The main doorway has a moulded architrave with a triangular
pediment above and lies centrally in a set back nine-bay block
toward the eastern end of the building. The walls are lime-washed
and rendered.
The single-storey range (4) beside the main block (1) has a hipped
roof with four symmetrically placed ventilation ducts built of half-
round tiles along both long pitches; a further duct is present in each
of the hipped ends. Two stacks project through the roof-line and the
long walls contain five doors and four sash windows. Currently used
for storage the building originally contained the laundry or kitchens.
To the west are two utility buildings (7 and 8); the former has large
double doors and probably housed an ambulance. A small half-brick
half-rendered mortuary building (3) lies to the rear of (4). A glazed
covered walk-way links the maternity block (2) to the main courtyard
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opposite (1); built in a similar architectural style the maternity block
has a central corridor, rendered walls, hipped roofs and flat-headed
dormers. Two free-standing two-storey staff houses face onto
London Road; both are built around a similar plan, but (5) was built
1923 and (6) in 1926. Date plaques are mounted on the front
projections. Parts of the original perimeter wall survives to the front
of the site and the hospital grounds lie to the west of the main
buildings. These retain the original landscape terracing with un-built
stone steps bridging each terrace; further gardens survive to the
rear of block (1). Improvised Maternity Homes. Prior to the outbreak
of war arrangements were made by the Ministry of Health for the
large scale evacuation of pregnant mothers into Essex and it was
therefore necessary to to establish several improvised maternity
homes or utilise existing accommodation. The William Julien
Courtauld Hospital reserved 10 beds for war time emergency
maternity patients.

16334 Braintree - High St
Gas main trench
(BT22)

Monument TL 7558 2297 Medieval -
1066 AD to
1539 AD

A trench for gas mains, 1.1 - 1.2m deep, running much the length of
the High St was inspected. In the sides of the trench about 6-8 main
layers were evident, consisting predominantly of gravel and flints in
a sandy loam matrix, representing successive metalled surfaces.
These were generally c. 1m deep, in places occupying the full depth
of the trench. It was noticable the lower layers were much darker in
colour and dirtier-looking. They presumably indicated a situation
where the road was very muddy and allowed to become choked
with refuse. These blackish layers were up to 300m deep and
showed evidence of water logging, with numerous finds of bone and
pieces of medieval leather shoes. Opposite no. 78, from the top of
these deposits (700mm down from existing ground level) was
recovered a base sherd in a fine textured orangey fabric with a
sooted exterior datable to c. C14/C15. It is possible that, given the
depth of the layers, the road had been hollowed out, with its surface
below the buildings flanking it. 

16335 Braintree - High St
Gas main trench

Monument TL 7559 2294 Post Medieval -
1540 AD to

A trench for gas mains, 1.1 - 1.2m deep, running much the length of
the High Street was inspected. In the sides of the trench, about 6-8
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(BT22) 1900 AD main layers were evident, consisting predominantly of gravel and
flints in a sandy loam matrix, representing successive metalled
surfaces. These were generally c. 1m deep, in places occupying the
full depth of the trench. The top 600mm of the metallings contained
a fair amount of tile and brick and so was presumably post medieval
in date. It was suggested that beforehand the road had been
hollowed out, with its surface below the buildings flanking it. This
would explain to some degree the semi-waterlogged condition of the
lowest road metallings, and the later metallings with the tile and
brick would represent a levelling-up and general improvement of the
street.

17488 London Road
(north side)

Find Spot TL 750 228 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

"Braintree - north side of the Roman High Street in London Road,
coins Vespasian, Titus, Domitian in first and second brass"

17783 7 Grenville Road,
Braintree

Monument TL 7538 2289 Late Iron Age -
100 BC to 1 BC

A small boundary ditch dating to the Late Pre-Roman Iron Age
produced a large quantity of LPRIA pottery and is interpreted as an
area of significant settlement activity and may have formed part of a
system of property boundaries. The surviving structural evidence is
of Roman date (see 17784).

17784 7 Grenville Road,
Braintree

Monument TL 7538 2289 Late C2-Early 
Roman - 150

AD to 250 AD

Roman features identified in the evaluation comprise a building
(surviving structural evidence comprises two large post pits) with a
boundary / roadside ditch immediately to the south (which may
delineate the southern edge of the settlement area). The post pits
are interpreted as nave posts of a large aisled building. The distance
between the pits conforms to acknowledged dimensions of aisled
buildings.

18993 Builders Yard, St
Michael's Lane

Monument TL 7555 2288 Roman - 201
AD to 409 AD

Pit containing 3rd century pottery

19523 The Builders Yard
St Michael's Road

Monument TL 755 228 Post Medieval -
1600 AD to
1900 AD

An evaluation revealed three archaeological features, two dating to
the post-medieval period the third undatable. The archaeological
evidence from this evaluation suggests very limited Roman and
medieval activity in the immediate area.

19629 Bishops Stortford Industrial TL 6292 2175 Post Medieval - The railway line between Braintree and Bishops Stortford should be
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to Braintree
Railway (Flitch
Way)

1865 AD to
1869 AD

classified as an industrial archaological site. Although the track has
been removed the remains of the stations, some of the bridges and
the route are all present. 
The extension to the Witham to Braintree line, Between Braintree
and Bishop Stortford was originally suggested in 1860. Permission
to build the line was received, and building began in 1864. The first
train left Braintree at 7am on the 22nd of february 1869 arriving at
Great Dunmow 35 minutes later. The railway proved a great
stimulus to industry, attracting both heavy engineering and small
workshop activity. The line gained a measure of importance in the
early 1890's with the frequent conveyance of the Prince of Wales to
Easton Lodge for his meetings with Lady Brook (later Countess of
Warwick). This station had been specially built and financed by Lady
Brook near to her home. In 1922 two further stations were
constructed at Bannister Green and Takeley Street. The railway
continued to be used until its closure in 1969 although this was
largely for freight with the last passenger train running on 3rd march
1952. Represents the remains of a disused railway line. The track
has been dismantled, but the stations and several bridges are still
intact. The industrial history, development and dismantlement of the
branch line provides opportunities for displays, especially within the
proposed visitor centre(s).
The railway branch line which ran for almost 18 miles between
Bishop's Stortford and Braintree was opened by the Great Eastern
Railway in 1869 in response to the need to move agricultural
produce eastwards out of Essex. Although never a great commercial
success, the line survived for just over 100 years. From the early
1990s the part of the former line from Start Hill to Braintree has
formed a country park known as the Flitch Way, owned and
managed by Essex County Council.
The survey identified significant remaining elements relating to the
railway. The most obvious of these is the linear nature of the route
itself and the bridges. There are also numerous brick culverts
channelling streams beneath the embankment. Excluding the
working station at Braintree, all the main station buildings, with the
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exception of Great Dunmow, survive. Evidence of the impact of the
railway on the pre-industrial landscape also survives in the form of
crossing points, typically signified by gaps in the hedge line with
concrete posts for hanging the gates, in some cases the wooden
ground surfaces at level crossings also remain. Other remnants
along the line include concrete signal cable conduit, and gradient
posts, which are likely to date to a later phase of the railway. The
report makes a number of specific recommendations, with the
overarching message that significant remains survive and that all
efforts should be made to repair these, with demolition, and/or
replacement, only to be considered as a last resort.

19940 Braintree
Cemetery

Monument TL 751 223 Post Medieval -
1856 AD

Mid C19 public cemetery set up by Braintree Burial Board and
opened in 1856. Lodge and double chapel designed by J Johnson
of Bury St Edmunds, and landscaped by William Davidson.
LOCATION, AREA, BOUNDARIES, LANDFORM AND SETTING
The cemetery is situated to the south of Braintree on the northern
slope of the valley of the River Brain, which flows eastwards past
the town. London Road is directly to its east. Its boundary to the
south and south-west is formed by the river or its narrow floodplain,
and to the north and north-west is now occupied by housing.
ENTRANCES AND APPROACHES
The cemetery is entered from the east from London Road. The
initial layout was centred on the two chapels. From the main
entrance on the road a relatively broad avenue approaches the
chapels up a slight slope, divided around them and continues in the
same line down a rather steeper slope behind. Thus the chapels are
very prominent, and this topography may explain why their position
was at first a matter of contention, and why the Board quickly
decided to unite the Anglican and Non-Conformist chapels in a
single building, neither to be higher than the other, with a single bell
tower. Perhaps for similar reasons the two halves of the original
cemetery are exactly the same size and layout, the main difference
between them being that the Non-Conformist half is down-slope,
and the Anglican up-slope.  A secondary road runs around the
chapels in a large oval, symmetrically about the central avenue, with
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which it is  joined by cross-paths. Perimeter paths run symmetrically
to either side at the front of the cemetery.

28052 Blandford House Listed
Building

TL 7548 2284 Post Medieval -
1667 AD to
1732 AD

Late C17/early C18 timber framed house. 6�"���4
�#�"�
��

'#���	�$�#�	#"��+�2/�+<</�.�
���75 

28053 19 and 21 London
Road

Listed
Building

TL 7544 2278 Post Medieval -
1800 AD to
1832 AD

Early C19 pair of houses. 6�"���4
�#�"�
��

'#���	�$�#�	#"��+�2/�+<</�.�
���75�

28054 23 to 33 London
Road

Listed
Building

TL 7543 2276 Post Medieval -
1700 AD to
1799 AD

C18 timber framed terrace of houses. 6�"���4
�#�"�
��

'#���	�$�#�	#"��+�2/�+<</�.�
���755

28055 35 and 37 London
Road

Listed
Building

TL 7541 2275 Post Medieval -
1800 AD to
1832 AD

Early C19 pair of houses. 6�"���4
�#�"�
��

'#���	�$�#�	#"��+�2/�+<</�.�
���757

28056 41 London Road Listed
Building

TL 7540 2273 Post Medieval -
1800 AD to
1832 AD

Early C19 brick house. 6�"���4
�#�"�
��

'#���	�$�#�	#"��+�2/�+<</�.�
���759

28057 77 to 81 London
Road

Listed
Building

TL 7531 2256 Post Medieval -
1799 AD to
1832 AD

C18/C19 range of timber framed houses. 6�"���4
�#�"�
��

'#���	�$�#�	#"��+�2/�+<</�.�
���75&

40297 Concrete post,
Flitch Way

Industrial TL 755 226 Modern - 1901
AD to 1952 AD

Single concrete post on S side of Flitch Way path. Part of the former
Bishop's Stortford, Dunmow and Braintree branch railway, now the
Flitch Way.

40298 Railway bridge,
London Road,
Flitch Way

Industrial TL 7536 2270 Post Medieval -
1865 AD to
1869 AD

Mid C19 overbridge, no. 31/2098, brick reconstructed in 1913 and
with modern brick insert which projects each side forming a foot
tunnel. Part of the former Bishop's Stortford, Dunmow and Braintree
branch railway, now the Flitch Way.

40299 Concrete post,
Flitch Way

Industrial TL 752 227 Modern - 1901
AD to 1952 AD

Concrete post, possibly a gradient post to S of Flitch Way path. Part
of the former Bishop's Stortford, Dunmow and Braintree Branch
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Railway, now the Flitch Way.

45167 Blandford House, 7
London Road,
Braintree, Essex.

Monument TL 7550 2284 Modern - 1901
AD to 2050 AD

Two evaluation trenches were excavated in advance of a proposed
residential development located to the rear of the Blandford House
surgery, 7 London Road, Braintree. Trench 1 contained a modern pit
containing a dog skeleton, sherds of post-medieval pottery and
residual Roman pottery fragments. Trench 2 contained only modern
features and deposits.

6�"���4
�#�"�
��

'#���	�$�#�	#"��+�2/�+<</�.�
���75 

6057 The Chelmsford-
Braintree-Long
Melford Roman
road

Monument TL 7460 1978 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

Part of the course of the Chelmsford-Braintree-Long Melford road.
Traceable by  line of footpath and road to the Ash Tree, Little
Waltham 'except for a slight diversion at Broomfield, where it
crosses a stream'. Miller Christy could not find any trace of an
embankment along its length. Since the lower part of the line
crosses ground liable to flooding 'this part of the course must lie
under suspicion'. (see 0000, 0000 for possible Roman bridge or
causeway piles and possible Roman road metalling at Little
Waltham). From Little Waltham the road is straight to Gosfield
'except for slight twists at streams'. It is on high ground all the way,
much of the course being followed by parish boundaries, but there
are no signs of an 'agger'. It runs parallel to the London-Dunmow
road, 7 miles apart, 'both pointing 25.26 degrees east of north.
These facts prompted Haverfield to suggest that they may have
formed the main lines of a centuriated grid' 
The Roman road does not follow the present road south of Little
Leighs, where the present road bends. NMR APs show the Roman
road continuing straight- presumably it regains the modern road line
at Denes bridge. It is crossed by a cropmark of a trackway (TL71-
092, 0000 which may link with TL71-093,  0000). The trackways may
be branches of the Roman road. See TL71-081, 0000 for excavation
of road (3 phases) at Little Waltham. Continuation of  road line on
TL72-013, 0000.Overall course of Roman road marked on OS map
of Roman Britain. Archaeological field evaluation by trial trenching
along the path of the A131 Great Leighs Bypass, confirmed the
presence of the Roman road at several points along its course,
notably in trench C, where metalling survived, but more generally
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through identifying its road-side ditches. The absence of finds was
to be expected in roadside ditches flanking a road well away from
settlements. A possible roadside ditch for the Roman road was
discovered along with two small ditches, one containing a single
sherd of Roman pottery in land north of Goodmans Lane, Little
Leighs.

6203 Braintree Find Spot TL 75 22 Medieval -
1066 AD to
1539 AD

A coin of c1361, a quarter noble, was found at a not closely
specified location on the bank of a disused railway line at Braintree,
in 1980?

6253 Course of old
A131 through
Braintree,
southwards

Monument TL 764 245 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

"Course of Roman Road leading north-south from Braintree". To
south it continues on sheet TL71-000, 0000) Part of the Chelmsford-
Braintree- Long Melford (Suffolk) road. North of Braintree it extends
on the line of  the modern road to Gosfield Bridge (TL 78572906).
Further north from this it becomes conjectural with until Rodbridge
Corner (TL 85924389) Course of road shown on OS map of Roman
Britain Continues northwards as TL73-123, 7354.
Roman road from Braintree to Chelmsford. This site would have
been destroyed in the country park by the construction of the
railway.

6295 Braintree - London
Road, 4

Monument TL 7544 2288 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

Excavated in 1984. "Overburden of c0.7m sealed a complex
stratigraphic sequence, proving Roman settlement to have extended
further south along London Road than had previously been thought.
Superimposed on a back-filled 1st century AD ditch were a series of
four clay floors. Footings of a stone wall, associated with one of the
floors, ran parallel to the ditch. Traces of a timber-framed building
were cut into the uppermost floor. A silver ring with a black dolphin
intaglio, dating to the 2nd century AD was recovered from the
overburden" Finds and excavation records in Braintree Town Hall
Centre
A further excavation in 1985 revealed over 3m of archaeological
deposits, the earliest feature being a C1 ditch. This was sealed by a
series of clay floors, one of which had an oven set into it, belonging
to a building with stone footings. Traces of later timber buildings
were noted.
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6356 The Fountain,
Braintree 

Monument TL  754  230 Iron Age Traces of a Late Iron Age circular house gully, cut by a 1st century
AD ditch to the south, were found during excavations in 1982. Coin
finds included two of Addedomarus and a unique coin of
Cunobeline 

6302 Braintree-College
Road, 14

Monument TL 7528 2279 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

"The lower half of a large jar in a rather gritty grey fabric, probably
2nd century, was found c1972-3, some 1.5m deep in the rear
garden of 14 College Road (TL 75322279)". It was later deposited in
Colchester Museum. A small flagon there, not accessioned, has a
note with it - `From the Roman Cemetery, College Road. Pres. by Mr
F C C Brand per Alf. Hills. 11 September 1925'. It is in a fine, dark
grey fabric with a cream slip and a turned base, 2nd century in date.
"Mr Hills gave three other vessels to CM in 1925, recorded simply
as `from Braintree'. It seems likely, however, that they are from the
same site, unfortunately they cannot now be traced, but sketches by
M R Hull survive in the C.M. Top file". They are described there as: a
small olla in greyish-brown ware with recurved rim (close to Cam
f264), a vase in a light grey Belgic ware with no mouth (close to Col.
f282), a similar vase with the upper part offset on the shoulder. "The
evidence seems to suggest a small cemetery here, west of London
Road" The OS card for 1950 states that Mr Hills gave 4 RB vessels
found at Braintree to Colchester Museum. Of the 4 accession
numbers given, 3 match those in source 1. The other is presumably
the vessel in source 1 stated to be unaccessioned? The SMR gives
the NGR as TL 76282279 and only mentions 2 vessels. The NGR is
taken from the OS 25" sheet where the site is marked.

6305 Hunnable's Gravel
Pit, Braintree

Monument TL 7528 2278 Late Iron Age -
100 BC to 42
AD

Pottery found in a ditch here in 1922 (see 06306 for context of
discoveries) was considered by the finders to be pre-Claudian in
date. Pottery in Colchester Museum noted as being from an early
ditch is not securely attributable according to source 1 and the only
dating evidence for the ditch is the description by Benton in source
2 (quoted in source 1) The VCH mentions `native' wares (siting in
VCH is erroneous, see source 1 and 6306) The OS card refers to
the pottery as mostly Roman with some 'of native character,
corresponding to the Cunobeline period at Colchester (AD 10-43)
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and the first part of the Roman occupation' All the pottery discussed
in source 1 is post-conquest.

6306 Braintee-
Hunnable's Gravel
Pit

Monument TL 7528 2278 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

Source 2 is the only contemporary account of discoveries here. It
describes how remains were found in c1920-1923 during gravel-
digging by Mr F A Hunnable behind his house on London Road. The
pottery found is described as early, including a `Belgic' platter. Some
sherds, including the platter, came from a pit. A V-shaped ditch was
found which contained much pottery. Benton (author of source 2)
and Mr G Morris visited the site in 1922 and excavated in the ditch,
finding what they described as pre-Claudian pottery. Pottery had
also been found when Hunnable's house, `Selbannuh', was built in
1907. From the account given by Benton "it is clear that the pit
refered to is the one in the triangular piece of land west of London
Road and north of the railway line. Mucn confusion has been
caused by the subsequent identification of this site with Hunnable's
`later pit' about 1km to the west" (as in VCH, source 4). A housing
estate was built in the pit in c1971. Much material from the pit is in
Colchester Museum but although some are attributed to the trench
this attribution is not reliable according to source 1. The only dating
evidence for the ditch is Benton's original description of the pottery
from it (quoted in source 1). The finds in Colchester Museum
include Roman burials found in 1923. A cremation urn in Col f280 is
suggested to date to the 2nd half of the 2nd century. 
Another urn could not be traced. Early pottery in Colchester
Museum included: a cooking pot of Cam f260A (c43-60 suggested
date); a jar of Cam f219 and a sub-Belgic platter in a variant of Cam
f26A (these two are suggested to date to the 3rd quarter of the 1st
century). Another group of pottery in Colchester Museum was found
in a small pit near the ditch and was donated by Councillor Grant.
This pottery is probably late 2nd or 3rd century in date. The other
pottery in Colchester Museum falls into 3 groups according to
source 1. Of the first group - `fragments of large pots and other
vessels' presented by G Hunnable - only one could be traced. 
This vessel (Cam f218) is suggested to date to the latter part of the
1st century. The second group is stated to come from the ditch and
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"consists largely of platters and shallow bowls, mostly of R. Col ff38,
39, of late 1st-and 2nd- century date" but also includes 6 flanged-
rim bowls, 3 with a slight upstand (two are in BB1). The rest are not
necessarily later than the 3rd century. The third group may have
been sorted from the second but does not contain any platters.
Fragments of a jar (possibly this was described by Benton as found
in the ditch) are 3rd century or later in date. The rest of the pottery
was 1st-3rd or 4th century in date and mostly small and abraded.
Other pottery, once in Colchester Museum, cannot now be traced,
including cremation urns with bones and iron nails "mixed and
rusted to the burnt bones". Pottery stored with the third group
described above, presumably part of it, included fragments of a
Hadrianic Samian bowl (f18/31R) and Neronian pottery. The latter
included pre-Flavian Samian (f28). Slag was apparenlty also found
but cannot now be traced. There are 2 knives in Colchester
Museum, found by Kenworthy, apparently with burials, "in an
obliterated British entrenchment" (see 06307 for discussion of
knives) could be Roman in date.

6307 Braintree-
Hunnable's Gravel
Pit

Monument TL 7528 2278 Early Medieval
- 410 AD to
1065 AD

There are 2 knives in the Hunnable collection in Colchester
Museum which are accompanied by a note describing them as
from "?Anglo-Saxon-Burial ground in an obliterated British
entrenchment". Source 1 suspects that they came from a ditch
found in Hunnable's gravel pit (see source 1 and 6306 for context of
discoveries there). The knives are badly corroded but had straight
backs. One seems to have had a more or less parallel cutting edge
and both had long tangs with iron ferrules. No parallel could be
found for the latter and the knives could be Roman, Saxon or
medieval in date. As they were found with inhumations and no richer
grave goods were found, source 1 suggests a middle or late Saxon
date. Of the pottery found in the gravel pit in the early 1920s a jar in
a black fabric with vegetable temper is described as certainly Saxon
by source 1 and another vessel in a dark grey fabric with fine sand
and vegetable temper may also be Saxon. Except for a sherd from
`Site F' (see 0000), "these are the only vessels of this period known
from Braintree" (in 1976). 
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6308 Braintree-
Hunnable's Gravel
Pit

Monument TL 7528 2278 Medieval -
1066 AD to
1539 AD

Pottery found here (see 6306 and source 1 for context of
discoveries) included a rim of a grey ware 13th century cooking pot
2 knives found by Kenworthy could be from this site (see 6307) and
may be medieval in date. Apparently they were found with burials. 

6309 Braintree-London
Road, 34

Find Spot TL 752 227 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

"In 1924, Mr Brown of Ridgemont, London Road, gave a number of
fragmets of Roman wares found in the donor's garden, which
adjoined Hunnable's gravel pit" to Colchester Museum. "The only
item now traceable is a bone pin 90mm long, with a simple rounded
head". The Kenworthy collecton in the museum has a flagon neck in
a hard pink fabric "from Mr Wile's plot, identified by Mr L H
Joscelyne as 34 London Road, once known as Ridgemont" The OS
card and SMR date Brown's finds to 1925 although one entry on the
OS card gives 1923, date of some of finds from Hunnable's gravel
pit.

6310 Braintree-London
Road, 10

Find Spot TL 7544 2284 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

During construction of a house for Mr G Hunnable in 1909, Rev J W
Kenworthy found a dish in a hard grey fabric with black-burnished
surfaces. Simple graffiti had been cut on the base after firing.
Source 3 mentions this site SMR mentions Kenworthy finding a
Samian platter fragment (f37) below Hunnable's house at 10,
London Road in 1909. 

6311 Braintree-London
Road

Find Spot TL 754 227 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

"Fragments of RB pottery in Kenworthy collection, Colchester
Museum, marked as coming from London Road, 1909. One
fragment is `native' (Cam? f228), the others are Roman, one of f305
OS card not traced in our collection-numbering system doesn't
seem to include that type given in SMR.

6317 Braintree-Clare
Road, 8 (`The
Paws')

Monument TL 753 228 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

3 vessels were found in the rear garden of this then new bungalow
in 1954. They were identified from a sketch (source 3). They are now
in Braintree Museum, comprising: the lower part of a tall jar (clearly
a burial urn) in a grey fabric, probably mid 1st century, with a graffito
cut in the side after firing; a small grey flask, probably 2nd century; a
cream colour-coated flagon in a grey fabric. "Although said to be a
group, it is clear that at least two burials are represented", one by
the 1st century jar, the second by the other, 2nd century pots.
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6324 Braintree-London
Road, New
Cottage Hospital

Find Spot TL 7530 2265 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

Pottery was found during the construction of this hospital in 1921. It
was donated to Braintree Museum. The sherds included a few jar
rims, 1st-4th century in date, a perforated base, "part of a thin-
walled carinated beaker, Cam f120B", and a soft red ware sherd,
abraded, on which the "impressed decoration suggests an affinity
with `Romano-Saxon' styles, presumably 4th century"

6327 Braintree-London
Road, Near the
Railway Bridge

Find Spot TL 753 226 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

The Kenworthy collection in Colchester Museum includes pottery
found in this area: (probably) base of a folded beaker and another
vessel, both late 3rd or 4th century; a lid "in polished brown ware,
not now traceable but drawn in CM files"; a sherd of a narrow-
necked 1st century jar in a brown granular fabric

6328 Braintree-London
Road, 3-5?

Find Spot TL 755 228 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

Three vessels in the Kenworthy collection, in Colchester Museum,
were found in June-July 1909 `at the NE end' or `on the E side' of
London Road. "Nos 3-5 appear to have been built at this time, the
excavation of their foundations providing the most likely context for
the discovery". The vessels comprise: a mortarium in a hard pink
fabric, a flagon in a buff fabric, a jar in an orange-red, sandy fabric.

6345 Braintree-London
Road, West Side

Monument TL 753 227 Late Iron Age -
100 BC to 42
AD

Finds in Kenworthy collection, mostly from the west side of London
Road (see 6346 for siting of finds), included 'a modest quantity of
pottery' of pre- Roman date. Pottery illustrated in source 1 includes
a sherd from a jar described as 'grey fabric, rather sandy, with many
black flecks, micaceous. Almost certainly hand-made, grey and
brown patchy surface, exterior lightly `wiped', perhaps with a coarse
cloth. One of the few vessels which could be early Belgic'. Two jar
sherds had a similar fabric, one is described as wheel-made.
Another jar sherd also seemed to be hand-made. Unillustrated
material included a sherd from a hand-made jar in a 'grey-brown
Belgic fabric with large black grains, black burnished surfaces, sherd
of a large jar with horizontal rilling, similar fabric, much grog-
tempering, wheel-thrown, sherds of a horizontally-rilled storage jar,
very granular brown fabric, dark grey surface, from a `pit grave,
7/09'' Unclear from source 1 which pottery is iron age and which
Roman.
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6346 Braintree-London
Road, West Side

Monument TL 753 227 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

"The majority of the provenanced items in the Kenworthy Collection
(CM) came from `London Road' between 1902 and 1910, when Nos
3-5 at the north-east end (see 0000) and Nos 2-40, serving the
whole of the west side north of the railway bridge were built. Most of
the east side was developed by the mid- 19th century. The majority
of the material is of 1st-and 2nd-century date". In source 3
"Kenworthy... mentions coins of Vespasian, Titus and Domitian from
this area". Source 1 illustrates some of the pottery, including: a
folded beaker in a hard red fabric, probably late 2nd century;
mortaria; a flagon platters and dishes (one dish has a note with it,
`with Samian; with late- Keltic and other finds of refuse in Hollows.
Ld Rd. 109'); a lid; a tazza jars (some iron age, see 6345). A bronze
fibula was found with one jar. Unillustrated material includes: sherds
from a horizontally-ribbed storage jar with a note stating that they
came from a `pit grave, 7/09', a beaker sherd with barbotine dot
decoration, also " much fragmentary material, predominantly but not
wholly of 1st- and 2nd- century date". An unfinished spindle whorl is
also in the collection, made from a potsherd, the hole not fully
through. Samian included: Drag f45 (East Gaulish, Antonine) with
worn foot-ring; f36 (Central Gaulish, 1st half of 2nd century) "once
mended with lead rivets"; 2 stamped vessels - a third of a cup of
f27, Antonine, stamped 'SIIDATIM' (for SEDATVS of Lezoux), half of
a cup of f27, Flavian-Trajanic, with rivet-holes from a mend,
stamped `HELI.M' (Helius of South Gaul). The Samian is in
Colchester Museum (for accession number see source 5). A
fragment of a Hertfordshire conglomerate quern is also in the
collection. The Passmore Edwards Museum has a small amount of
material, mainly 1st and 2nd century in date, including several
storage jars, a small everted-rim beaker and the base of a flagon
(possibly the upper part is a pot in Colchester Museum.

6483 Braintree Find Spot TL 755 225 Prehistoric -
500000 BC to
42 AD

"One tool of flint"

7348 Braintree - Clare Find Spot TL 7520 2286 Medieval - Silver sixpence of William III (1694-1702) dated 1696.
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Road 29 1066 AD to
1539 AD

7349 Braintree - Clare
Road, 29

Find Spot TL 7520 2286 Roman - 43 AD
to 409 AD

Bronze coin of Decentius (351-53). Coin type `Centeneonalis'.
Obverse DN DECENTIVS NOB CAES with bareheaded cuirassed
bust right. Reverse VICTORIAE DD NN AVG ET CAE, two Victories
standing facing each other, holding between them a shield inscribed
VOT V MVLT X. The coin was struck at Lyons and has mint mark
SP/RSLG. It is 20mm diameter and weighs 3.38g. Die axis 360
degrees. It was found in the back garden at this address.
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Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2011

Figure 1: Site location with study area outlined  (red)
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Figure 3: Extract from 1777 Chapman and Andre with approximate location of study area shown (red)  
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Figure 4: Extract from 1814/1839 Parish Map (D/DU 65/82) with location of study area outlined (red)  
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Reproduced by courtesy of ERO



Figure 5: Extract from 1845 Tithe Map (D/P 264/27/2) with location of study area outlined (red)  
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Figure 6: Extract from 1851 Ordnance Survey with location of study area outlined (red)  
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Figure 7a: Extract from 1st Edition Ordnance Survey 1875 (MAP/OS/25/2/25.14) with location of study area outlined (red)  
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Figure 7b: 1:500 Town Plan 1878 (Sheet 25-14-8) with location of study area outlined (red)  
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Figure 8: Extract from 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey 1897 (MAP/OS/25/2/25.14) with location of study area outlined (red)  
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Figure 9a: Extract from 1922 Ordnance Survey 1:1250 with location of study area outlined (red)  
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Figure 9b: Extract from 1923-24 1:10,560 with location of study area outlined (red)  
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Figure 10: Extract from 1938-1939 Ordnance Survey 1:10,560 with location of study area outlined (red)  
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Figure 11b: Copy of a photograph showing the study site from ‘Braintree and Bocking at work’ (Smith 1995)  
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Figure 11a: Copy of photograph of 
William J. Courthauld from ‘Braintree 
and Bocking. A Pictorial History’ 
(Marriage 1994)  



Figure 12: Sketch sections of infiltration pits 
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Natural?

Natural

SE NW

# #

#

Natural

1

2

3

4

NE SW

0                                    1                                   2m

Scale 1:50

Limit of Excavation

Deposit Horizon

Deposit Horizon uncertain

Top Surface/Top of Natural

Cut Number

Deposit Number

Stone

Flint

Gravel

Charcoal

117
117



©
 C

ro
w

n 
C

op
yr

ig
ht

 2
01

1.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. L
ic

en
ce

 N
o.

 1
00

01
99

8

S
ca

le
 1

:1
00

0

0 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 5

0m

575300

575200

2 2
27

00

2 2
26

00

N

Te
nn

is
 C

ou
rt

42

44

C
ou

rt
au

ld
H

os
pi

ta
l

W
ill

ia
m

 J
ul

ie
n

42

44

C
ou

rt
au

ld
H

os
pi

ta
l

W
ill

ia
m

 J
ul

ie
n

W

Te
nn

is
 C

ou
rt

Z
on

e 
1

Z
on

e 
2

Z
on

e 
3

In
fil

tr
at

io
n 

P
it 

1

In
fil

tr
at

io
n 

P
it 

2

F
ig

ur
e 

13
:  

S
tu

dy
 a

re
a 

sh
ow

in
g 

lo
ca

tio
n 

of
 in

fil
tr

at
io

n 
pi

ts
 a

nd
 Z

on
es

 1
-3

© Oxford Archaeology East Report Number 1234

LONDON ROAD



Figure 14: Plan of Proposed Development: Option 1 (plan provided by the client)  
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Figure 15: Plan of Proposed Development: Option 1a (plan provided by the client)  
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Figure 16: Plan of Proposed Development: Option 2 (plan provided by the client)  
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Plate 1: View of infiltration Pit 2 from the west showing the terraced nature of the ground and WJC hospital in the 
background 
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Plate 2: Detail of infiltration Pit 2 



Plate 4: View of infiltration 
Pit 1 with No. 44 in the 

background (from west) 

Plate 3: Detail of infiltration 
Pit 1 
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Plate 5: View across study site from area of disused tennis court at western end and WJC hospital in the background 

© Oxford Archaeology East Report Number 1234

Plate 6: View from 
car park across 
terraces in western 
part of the study 
area showing two 
sets of steps
leading up to the
higher ground



Plate 7: View from lower terrace across to the southern boundary of the study area showing additional landscaping/
terracing
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Plate 8: View down the southern extent
of the main hospital building showing 
height differences/landscaping and 
presence of drains etc



Plate 9: View across parking area to front of main hospital building showing drains etc
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Plate 10: View from London Road to southernmost part of the study area illustrating notable change in
level (from north-east) 



Plate 11: View of garden area forming the southernmost part of the study area (from north-west)
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Plate 12: View of the former staff houses (42 & 44) and main hospital entrance/exit from London Road 
(from north-east) 



Plate 13: Detail of date plaque on No. 42
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Plate 14: View along main access to/from the maternity ward with the former railway cutting to the north (right of picture)
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