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Specification for Building Recording
RAF Upper Heyford, Oxfordshire
1. Introduction.

1.1 RAF Upper Heyford is a former airbase which operated during the
period 1918 — 1993. Since 1996 the site has béén’ ‘operated by the North
Oxfordshire Consortium, It is anticipated that a- plannmg application willbe -~ S
submitted to Cherwell District Council during 2006 for the construction of .. %"
about 1000 houses, together with proposals for the sustainable use of the =~
remaining military. infrastructure. -
1.2 A Conservation Plan has been produced by ACTA, and it is 4
recommended that this be read (ACTA, 2005). In particular, vol. 3 contains a

. gazetteer of structures, and appendix 9 provides a useful list. However, this:is

not exhaustive, and there may be minor structures not included on the list

which will require recording. Before any recording is carried out, the list of

structures and features to be recorded will be submitted to and approved by
Engiish Heritage.

1.3  All of the structures at RAF Upper Heyford will fall into one of three .
categories: '

i) they may be retalned as they are currently, with no reuse;

ii) they may be demolished;

iii) they may be retained and new uses proposed WhICh may involve
intervention into fabric or adaptation.

1.4 A Management Plan will be submitted with any planning application,
which will indicate how the site is to be managed in the longer term.
Subsequently a maintenance plan will be produced, which will indicate how
retained structures and surrounding areas will be maintained, and this will be
based on a condition survey.

1.6  Some structures will be recommended for statutory protection'through
listing or scheduling, and RAF Upper Heyford has been desngnated a
Conservation Area.

16 The recording therefore serves four purposes

i) it will provide a record of those structures wh!ch are to be retained and
not reused, as a basis for their management;

ii) it will provide a record of those structures that are to be demolished,

iii) it will provide a record against which proposals for intervention or
adaptation which will require consent can be considered, and

iv) it will provide a base for the condition survey which will inform a

maintenance plan.



All structures will require recording under one or other of these categories, .
and so this specification is intended to provide a standard for all recording,
~ whatever its purpose. :

1.7  Allrecording will be incorporated into a single archive (hereaﬂer‘
referred to as the Site Archive).

1.8  The airfield contains one of the most significant assemblages of USAF

wall art in the country. Where wall art is encountered English Heritage

guidelines should be followed to inform its recording and future management
English Heritage 2004). ‘

2. Recording

2.1 For general guidance on the recording of historic structures see .
English Heritage 2006 Understanding Historic Buildings, a guide to good

practice. ' ’ - ’

3. The Drawn Record
3.1 The following are required:

(1). Alldrawn records should be clearly numbered to indicate which
structure is referred to, and this should relate to an overall site plan (a
suitable plan is held by North Oxfordshire Consortium (NOC)). If
structures are identified which are not on the overall plan, their location
should be clearly identified in plan at a scale of 1:1000 or greater.

(2). A measured plan as existing, at a scale of 1:50 or larger. An archive of
drawings is currently held at RAF Upper Heyford, in the possession of
the North Oxfordshire Consortium (NOC). Where a plan exists at a
scale of 1:50 or larger, it is not necessary to produce a new plan.
However, any such existing plans must be compared with the structure,
to ensure that they do depict it as it currently exists. . .

For the pre war structures drawings of the building types may also be
found at the RAF Museum, Hendon.

(3). Insome instances it may be necessary to trace existing drawings to
annotate former room function(s). '

(4). Measured elevations and sections, where these are necessary to an
understanding of the structure's design, development or function, and
where they do not already exist in the NOC archive.

(6). Measured drawings'which are necessary to illustrate significant

features, or the location of such features, where this cannot be
satisfactorily be recorded through photography.

4.  Photography » o ®



4.1

4.2

(1)

(2)

(3)

4)

(5)

5.1

(1)
(2)

(3)

PR igq

For general guidance on photographing historic buildings sée English
Heritage 2006, 10-12 and Cole 2006 in Schofield et al (2006).

If a digital camera is used the photographs should be taken at a
minimum of 12 megapixels. They can.be supplied as a minimum 8-bit
TIFF file stored on CD, with each image being between 30 and 40Mb.

. Two sets of CDs should be provided, together with one set of hard

copy prints at 12” by 10" format or similar, incorporated within the site
archive. A grey card should be included in all photographs, together
with a standard and suitable scale. ‘

The following are required:

A general view of the structure establishing its relation to other
structures within its immediate setting.

A record of the structure's external appearance. Typically a series of
oblique views will show all external elevations of the structure, and give
an overall impression of its size and shape. Where an individual
elevation embodies complex historical information, views at right
angles to the plane of the elevation may also be appropriate.

Overall appearance of principal rooms, and significant elevations within
them.

Any external or internal detail, feature, fixture or fitting which is relevant
to the structure's design, development or use and which does not show
adequately on records made under (1)-(3) above, together with any
specific items included in a building specific appendix.

Any contents, markings or epher_nera which have a bearing on the
structure's design, development or use.

The Written Account

Many of the structures at Upper Heyford have been discussed in detail
in the Conservation Plan, and it is not necessary to repeat this. As a.
minimum the following is necessary:

The number and title of the structure.

A brief description of its function (e.g. 'pillbox', 'hardened aircraft
shelter)

Where the Conservation Plan does not have a detailed description, the
function of the structure should be ascertalned and explained more
fully.



(4) A description of the materials of which the structure is composed and .
any external treatments : . .

(6)  An analysis of the structure describing its development and the
operations carried out within it as they may be reconstructed from the
physical fabric, documentary and other sources.

CMW 101106

Useful sources

ACTA 2005 Former RAF Upper Heyford, Conservation Plan ACTA typescript
report

ACTA 2006 Former RAF Upper Heyford Airbase Landscape Assessment/
Characterisation of the Airbase South of the Cold War Zone Cherwell District ,
Council. , .

Cherwell District Council (2006) RAF Upper Heyford Conservation Area
Appraisal.

English Heritage 2004 Military Wall Art: Guidelines on its significance,
conservation and management English Heritage: London
http://iwww.english-heritage.org.uk/upload/pdf/militarywallartguidelines.pdf on

English Heritage 2006 Understanding Historic Buildings, a guide to good
recording practice English Heritage: Swindon

Francis, P 1996 British military éirfield architecture: from airships to the jet age
Patrick Stephens

Lake J 2000 Survey of military aviation sites and structures summary report
English Heritage typescript report .

Schofield, J., Klausmeier, A. and Purbrick, L. (eds) 2006 Re-mapping the
field: new approaches in conflict archaeology. Berlin: Verlag Bauwesen.



Appendix
Key features of Hardened Aircraft Shelters

Door motors

Electrical equipment

Floor markings

Altitude/orientation board (Internal)
Commanding Officer Board (External, on doors)
Rear Blast Doors (Including any artwork)
Reversing pulley

Reversing Winch

Air pumps’
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Application No : 07/02334/CAC

C heruwell NOTICE OF DECISION
e

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
(AS AMENDED) AND PLANNING (LISTED
DISTRICT COUNCIL = BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990
North Oxfordshire (AS AMENDED)
Name and Address of Agent/Applicant :

. North Oxfordshire Consortium Ltd

c/o Pegasus Planming Group . | yose ‘J\‘o 41 @ .
Fao Mervyn Dobson

6 - 20 Spitalgate Lane : C,\/\wwe/u —A C g0V
Cirencester . J
Glos . vk
GL7 2DE

Date Registered * 6t Novernber 2007

Proposal : Demolition of existing structure as part of lasting arrangement of Heyford Park

Location : - Buiding 81 Heyford Park Camp Road

Parish(es) : Upper Heylford

UPRN: = 100121382191

CONSERVATION AREA CONSENT SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS

The Cherwell District Council, as Local Planning Authority, hereby:- GRANTS conservation area
consent for the works described in the above-mentioned apphcation, the accompanying plans
and drawings and any clanfying or amending information SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS
SET OUT IN THE ATTACHED SCHEDULE. ‘

The reason for the imposttion of each of the conditions i1s also set out In the schedule

: Cherweli District Council -
Cherwell District Council Certified a true copy

Bodicote House .
Bodicote / ~
Banbury -

Oxon ' Head
. of
OXis 4AA Development Controi

& Major Development.

Date of Decision : 31st December 2007 Head of Development Control and Major
Developments




Application No : 07/02334/CAC

SCHEDULE OF CONDITIONS

That the works to which this consent relates shall be begun not later than the expiration of
three years beginning with the date of this consent

Reason - To comply with the provisions of Section 18 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990, as amended by Section 51 of the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004

Pror to demohtion commencing a scheme dentifying the works necessary to restore the
land to a safe and satisfactory condition following the demolition of the building shall
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authonty Following demolition
the site shall be restored in accordance with the approved scheme

Reason - To safeguard the appearance of the Conservation Area, to comply with
Government advice in PPG 15 Planning and the Histornic Environment, Policy EN4 of the
Oxfordshire Structure Plan and Policy EN40O of the Non-Statutory Cherwell Local Plan
2011

That debns associated with the demoliion of the bulding will be removed from site
immediately and will not be stored anywhere on the base without the prior written consent
of the Local Planning Authority

Reason - To safeguard the appearance of the Conservation Area, to comply with
Government advice iIn PPG 15 Planning and the Historic Environment, Policy EN4 of the
Oxfordshire Structure Plan and Policy EN40 of the Non-Statutory Cherwell Local Plan
2011

No works shall commence on the bullding until the applicant, or their agent or successor in
title has arranged for a record to be made of the bulldings concerned The record shall be
carned out by an archaeologist/building recorder or an organisation with acknowledged
experience In the recording of standing buildings which i1s acceptable to the Local Planning
Authonity The building record shall be presented in the form and to a timetable that has
first been agreed in wniting with the Local Planning Authornity

Reason - To secure the proper recording of the buildings which are part of a site of histonc
importance, to comply with Government Advice contamned in PPG15 Planning and the

“Histonc Environment and PPG16 Archaeology and Planning and Policies EN4 and ENG of

the Oxfordshire Structure Plan 2016

PLANNING NOTES

1

Bats, a protected species, have been identified in the vicinity of this buillding Your attention
1s therefore drawn to the need to have regard to the requirements of UK and European
Legislation relating to the protection of certain wild plants and animals Approval under that
legisiation will be required and a license may be necessary If protected species or habitats
are affected by the development If protected species are present you must be aware that
to proceed with the development without seeking consent from Natural England could
result in prosecution For further information or to obtain approval please contact Natural
England
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Application No : 07/02334/CAC

2 Your attention 1s drawn to the potential for contamination to be present on the site and
within the builldings Prior to the demolition of the buillding, you are advised to contact
Simon Downs Environmental Protection Officer on (01295) 221622 to discuss this matier
further

-SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR THE GRANT OF CONSERVATION AREA CONSENT AND
RELEVANT DEVELOPMENT PLAN POLICIES

The Council, as local planning authorty, has determined this application in accordance with the
Planning (Listed Buidings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, Government Advice contained
within PPG15 and the development plan unless matenal considerations indicated otherwise The
development 1s considered to be acceptable on its merits as the proposal preserves the character
and appearance of the Conservation Area As such the proposal 1s i accordance with Policy EN
4 of the Oxfordshire Structure Plan 2016, Policy EN4G of the Non Statutory Cherwell Local Plan
2011 and PPG 15 Planning and the Historic Environment For the reasons given above and
having regard to ail other matters raised, the Council considers that the application should be
approved and Conservation Area Consent granted subject to appropriate conditions, as set out

bove :
. a
o




Application No : 07/02334/CAC

C heru/é[[ | NOTICE OF DECISION
A

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
(AS AMENDED) AND PLANNING (LISTED
DISTRICT COUNCIL BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990
North Oxfordshire (AS AMENDED)

NOTES TO THE APPLICANT

TIME LIMITS (FOR APPLICATIONS REGISTERED BEFORE 24 AUGUST 2005)

By wvirtue of Section 18 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and
Reguiation 12 and Schedule 3 of the Town and Country Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990, hsted burlcing and conservation area consents are subject
to time Itmits _If a condiion imposing a time hmit has been expressly included as part of the
consent, then that condition must be observed

It histed building consent or conservation area consent 1s granted without such a condition, then it
shall be deemed to have been granted subject to the condition that the works to which it relates
shall be begun not later than the expiration of five years from the date on which consent was
granted

This does not apply to any consent for the retention of works granted under Section 8(3) of the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, which authornises such works only
from the date of the grant of that consent.

TIME LIMITS (FOR APPLICATIONS REGISTERED ON OR AFTER 24 AUGUST 2005)

By virtue of Section 18 of the Planning (Listed Builldings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and
Regulation 12 and Schedule 3 of the Town and Country Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990, as amended by Section 51 of the Planming and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, isted building and conservation area consents are subject to tme
himits If a condition imposing a time mit has been expressly included as part of the consent, then
that condition must be observed

If isted building consent or conservation area consent 1s granted without such a condition, then it
shall be deemed to have been granted subject to the condition that the works to which it relates
shall be begun not later than the expiration of three years from the date on which consent was .
granted

This does not apply to any consent for the retention of works granted under Section 8(3) of the
Planning {Listed Buldings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, which authonses such works only
from the date of the grant of that consent

OTHER NECESSARY CONSENTS

This document onily conveys listed buiiding consent or conservation area consent for the works the
subject of the application, and you must also comply with all the bye-laws, regulations and
statutory prowisions in force in the District and secure such other approvals and permissions as
may be necessary under other parts of the Town and Country Planning Act 1950 or other
legistation

In parbcular you are reminded of the following matters

4ofh
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Application No : 07/02334/CAC

» The need in appropriate cases to obtain planning permission for the proposed works

» Data supplied by the National Radiological Protection Board (NRPB) and the Brnitish Geological
Survey (BGS) suggests that the site of this application falls within an area which is potentially
at nsk from radon This may require protective measures in order to comply with the Building
Regulations If your consent relates to a new dwelling or house extension Further advice on
whether protective measures are required under the Buillding Regulations can be obtained by
contacting the Building -Control Manager on 01295 221597, fax 01295 253153 or E-mail at
building control @ cherwell-dc gov uk

s The need in appropnate cases to obtain approval under the Buiding Regulations. The
Building Regulations may be applicable to this proposal. You are therefore advised to
contact the District Council's Building Control Manager before considering work on
site.

* The need to make any approprate arrangements under the Highways Act in respect of any
works within the limits of a public highway The address of the Highway Authonty I1s
Oxfordshire County Council, Speedwell House, Speedwell Street, Oxford, OX1 1NE

: « |tis the responsibility of the applicant to ascertain whether his/her development requires any of
the above consents or approvals

APPEALS TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE

If you are aggrieved by the decision of the Local Planning Authority to grant consent subject to
conditions, you can appeal to the First Secretary of State in accordance with Sections 20 and 21 of
the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

If you wish to appeal then you must do so within six months of the date of this notice Forms can
be obtained from the Planning Inspectorate, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple
Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN. Tel (0117) 372 8000.

The Secretary of State can allow a longer pernied for giving notice of an appeal, but he will not
normally be prepared to use this power unless there are special circumstances which excuse the
delay in giving notice of appeal

PURCHASE NOTICES
‘ If isted bullding consent or conservation area consent Is granted subject to conditions, whether by
the Local Planning Authonty or by the First Secretary of State, and the owner of the land claims
that the land has become incapable of reasonably beneficial use in its existing state and cannot be
rendered capable of reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any works which have been
or would be permitted, he/she may serve on the District Council a purchase notice requiring the
Council to purchase his/her interest in the land in accordance with the provisions of Section 32 of
the Planning (Listed Bulldings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

s

COMPENSATION

In certain circumstances compensation may be claimed from the Local Planning Authornty if
permission 15 granted subject to conditions: by the Secretary of State on appeal or on reference of
the application to him

These circumstances are set out in the Section 27 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990
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1 |Site Code: UPHE8109 |[Site Name:Upper Heyford Airbase, Building 81
2 (FILM2
3 | Shot Number |View |Description Initials |Date
4
5 1IN North elevation JP 07/11/09
6 2[N North elevation JP 07/11/09
7 3|N North elevation JP 07/11/09
8 4|N North elevation JP 07/11/09
9 5|N North elevation JP 07/11/09
10 6|N North elevation JP 07/11/09
11 7IN North elevation JP 07/11/09
12 8|N North elevation JP 07/11/09
13 9N North elevation JP 07/11/09
14 10|N North elevation JP 07/11/09
15. 1[N North elevation JP 07/11/09
16 12|W West elevation JP 07/11/09
17 13\W West elevation JP 07/11/09
18 14\W West elevation JP 07/11/09
19 15|W West elevation JP 07/11/09
20 “16|W West elevation JP 07/11/09
21 17|W West elevation JP 07/11/09
22 18|S South elevation JP 07/11/09
23 19|E East elevation JP 07/11/09
24 20|S General exterior JP 07111/09
25 21{S General exterior JP 07/11/09
26 22|18 General exterior JP 07/11/09
27 23|S General exterior JP 07/11/09
28 24iS General exterior JP- 07/11/09
29 25|S General exterior JP 07/11/09
30 26(S General exterior . JP 07M11/09
31 27\w West elevation JP 07/11/09
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1 |Site Code: UPHE8109 |Site Name:Upper Heytford Airbase, Building 81
2 (FILM 3 :
3 | Shot Number [View |Description Initials |Date
4
5 118 North facade RMJ 02/27/09
6 2|3 North facade RMJ 02/27/09
7 3|S North facade RMJ 02/27/09
8 415 North fagade footing RMJ 02/27/09
9 5|S North fagade footing RMJ 02/27/09
10 6|S North fagade footing RMJ 02/27/09
11 7|1 North fagade footing RMJ 02/27/09
12 8|S North fagade RMJ 02/27/09
13 - 9IS North fagade window RMJ 02/27/09
14 10[S North-western room RMJ 02/27/09
15 118 Eastern half RMJ 02/27109
16 12|S Eastern half RMJ 02/27/09
17 13|E - [West fagade RMJ 02/27/09
18 14|E West facade RMJ 02/27/09
19 15|E West fagade RMJ 02/27/09
20 16|E West facade lobby doorway RMJ 02/27/09
21 17|E West fagade lobby doorway RMJ 02/27/09
22 18|E West fagade's doorway RMJ 02/27/09
23 19|E West fagade boards RMJ 02/27/09
24 20|E West fagade RMJ 02/27/09
25 21|N South fagade RMJ 02/27/09
26 22|N South fagade RMJ 02/27/09
27 23N South fagade RMJ 02/27/09
28 24|N South fagade footing RMJ 02/27/09
29 25|N South fagade pipe RMJ 02/27/09
30 26{N South fagade window {(toilet?) RMJ 02/27/09
31 27|N South fagcade east half RMJ 02/27/09
32 28|N South fagade east half RMJ 02/27/09
33 29|N South fagade east half RMJ 02/27/09
34 30|N South fagade east half, south-east corner [RMJ 02/27/09
35 31|N South fagade window sill BMJ 02/27/09
36 32|N Window handle RMJ 02/27/09
37 33|wW , |East fagade RMJ 02/27/09
38 34w East fagade RMJ 02/27/09
39 35/W East fagade footing RMJ 02/27/08
40 36\W East fagade RMJ 02/27/09
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II’I. DRINK TO THAT: Steven Green, of the local branch of th
Abingdon’s King's Head and Bell pub is to open again at the end of the month

W

e Campaign for Real Ale, is delighted that
Picture: Jon Lewis

Historic pub is set to
reopen after being
closed for two years

ONE OF Oxfordshire’s most his-
toric pubs is about to reopen fol-
lowing a £500,000 refurbishment.

The King’s Head and Bell in
East St Helen Street, Abingdon,
was forced to close in 2007 after
structural problems were discov-
ered with the 16th-century build-
ing.

North East-based Ladhar
Leisure then sold the pub to
Foundation Inns, which has
almost completed its revamp.

Steven Green, 45, of
Abingdon’s branch of the
Campaign for Real Ale, said he
was delighted the pub had a
promising future after being
boarded up for almost two years.

He said: “There have been a lot
of crazy rumours about what
was going to happen to the pub,
so I'm delighted it is reopening at
the end of the month.

By ANDREW
FFRENCH
- Dgfordtimes.co.uk - .

A DECISION by Oxford City
Council to close seven public
toilets in an effort to save
£50,000 a year has been criti-
cised.

Toilets in Castle Street, in the
city centre, Littlemore,
Woodstock Road and South
Parade, in North Oxford, Barns
Road, in Cowley, Knight's Road,
in Blackbird Leys, and
Headington Hill Park are
expected to be sold or demol-
ished. .

In addition, toilets in
Gloucester Green are to bhe
refurbished at a cost of

__£300,000, with visitors charged
“20p-te-use. them.

The decision to close the con-
veniences was made by the city
council at a meeting last
Wednesday,

Jean Fooks, the Liberal
Democrat city councillor for
S}xmmertown, said: “The coun-

. cil has just invested £55,000 for
® a new play area for Alexandra

Park, off Woodstock Road, but
it is closing the nearby toilets

'The elderly will be
particularly hard hit
- some of them don’t
go out if they are not
sure of finding a loo'

in South Parade and Woodstock
Road.

“The elderly will be particu-
larly hard hit by these closures

— I know some of them don’t go

out if they are not sure of find-
ing a loo.
“This is not joined-up think-

‘ing and people will end up uri-

nating in the park.

“Age Concern wrote a letter
to the council complaining
about the proposal, but its
views have not been included in
any report. 2

“You can have a world-class
loo in Gloucester Green, but

that only serves one part of the

city.

“This decision will not
encourage visitors to keep com-
ing to Oxford and it’s bad news
for the elderly.”

Mother-of-two Laura Evers,
38, a spokesman for the Friends
of Alexandra Park, urged the
council not to close the ladies’

- Simmons, the

Closing city’s
public toilets
causes stink

toilets in South Parade and the
men’s toilets in Woodstock
Road.

She said: “I have two chil-
dren, aged five and three, and if
there is an event in the park,
they need somewhere nearby to
g0 to the toilet.

“The. retail outlets in
Summertown don’'t want peo-
ple coming in just to use the toi-
let.”

City councillor Craig
leader of
Oxford’s Green group, added:
“Labour has made promises to
provide alternative provision,
by entering into deals to use

facilities in restaurants, shops

and cafes, but no firm plans are
in place.”

Labour city councillor John
Tanner, board member for a
cleaner, greener Oxford, said
the toilets would close as early
as this week, with the
Gloucester Green toilets refur-
bished between 2010 and 2011,

He added: “We are keeping
open the toilets most people use
most of the time.

“I have never known this city
council so short of money. I
started off regretting these clo-
sures, but now I could think of
lots of other ways of spending
£50,000 a year.”

“From what I've heard, the pub
will mix drinking with dining.

“Before it closed, it got a bit
run-down and you could see
tourists in East St Helen Street
walk into the bar and walk
straight back out again.”

The pub is believed to have
been visited by Charles I during
the English Civil War. The 18th-
century composer George
Handel is also thought to have
stayed after storming out of
Oxford following a dispute at the
Sheldonian Theatre.

Ian Grundy, managing director
of Foundation Inns, said the pub
was set to open on Friday,
October 30.

He added: “We have extended
the pub into the courtyard, but 80
per cent of the courtyard
remains because it is one of the
pub’s big attractions.”
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