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Summary

In March 2014 Oxford Archaeology East undertook a desk based assessment to
examine the available historical and archaeological resources relating to Anglian
House, Ambury Road South, Huntingdon (centred at TL 23829 71960). The work
was commissioned by Anglian Water as part of a pre-planning application for a
proposed re-development of the site. The aim of this assessment is to determine the
archaeological potential of the proposed development site and the possible impact
any future work could have on any archaeological remains.

Anglian House lies within the historic core of Huntingdon and there is a wealth of
documentary and cartographic sources pertaining to the area. There have also been
numerous archaeological investigations carried out in the vicinity. Taken in
conjunction, these sources indicate that there is a high probability of archaeological
remains surviving within the bounds of the site.

Specifically, the site lay close to the edge of the putative Late Saxon settlement,
which makes it of particular interest with regards the development of Huntingdon
during this period.

The majority of the evidence within the vicinity of the proposed development site
dated to the medieval and post medieval periods and, most importantly, may include
elements of the sites of the church of St Germain and the Hospital of St John The
Baptist, both major early medieval sites within the town.

During the post-medieval and modern periods, the south and eastern part of the site
was subject to numerous phases of construction and demolition associated firstly
with the Grammar School and latterly with the construction of Anglian House itself.
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INTRODUCTION

Planning Background

Anglian Water commissioned a desktop study from Oxford Archaeology East (OAE) as
part of pre-planning enquiries concerning the proposed re-development at the Anglian
House (AWG) site at Ambury Road South, Huntingdon (centred on TL 23829 71960),
which may include the removal of the existing office building.

The aim of this assessment is to determine the archaeological potential of the proposed
development site and the possible impact any future work could have on the
archaeology. The work contained in this document is entirely produced from a desk
based assessment and does not include any data from detailed physical investigation
at the study area.

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 30) states that where development
includes, or has the potential to include, heritage assets with archaeological interest,
developers should submit a desk-based assessment and where necessary, a field
evaluation. The archaeological advisor to the local planning authority has therefore
requested that this desk-based assessment be submitted along with the planning
application for the site.

Location, Geology and Topography

The proposed development site lies between High Street and Brookside, within the
historic core of Huntingdon. It is bounded to the north by the Town Park, to the south by
properties fronting onto High Street and to the east and west by Grammar School Walk
and Ambury Road South respectively (Fig. 1, Plates 1-4).

The land within the AWG site lies above the park level and is generally flat, with the
majority laid to tarmac. The adjacent Town Park lies at a lower level than the remaining
land. The underlying geology comprises superficial deposits of 1st and 2nd River
Terrace sand and gravels overlying the bedrock, which is Oxford Clay, mudstone.

Acknowledgements

The project was commissioned and funded by Anglian Water. Thanks to Sarah Buliz of
the Historic Environment Team who conducted the HER search. Also to Rachel Clarke,
who visited the Records Office. The project was managed by Aileen Connor. The
illustrations were produced by Severine Bezie.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOURCES

Historical Sources

No primary historical sources relating to the proposed development have been used
here. This general summary is taken rather from secondary sources which discuss the
immediate surroundings of the site.

The development of Huntingdon prior to the Late Saxon period is uncertain and any
areas of settlement are unclear. Huntingdon is first mentioned in a charter purportedly
from 656AD but the provenance of this document is not certain and its authenticity
open to question (Cambridgeshire Extensive Urban Survey, 2014 Draft).

From the mid-10th century, Huntingdon grew into an important urban centre as attested
to by a number of historical sources. It is likely that during this time the town was
centred on the burh, which lay to the south of the proposed development site. The
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle recounts that in 917AD Edward the Elder moved against the
Viking burh and took it; also that is was 'repaired and restored' at this time. Charter
evidence from the 970s records that in 972AD the church of St Mary, approximately
400m to the south-east, was granted to Thorney Abbey. Another charter to
Peterborough Abbey, dated 974AD, stated that no other market besides Peterborough
could exist between those of Huntingdon and Stamford. The location of this market is
however uncertain.

The Domesday Survey of 1086 records a thriving town, possessing 256 burgess plots,
one mill and three moneyers. Two pre-conquest churches are also mentioned, although
there may have been others that were not included in the Survey. It is very likely that
one was St Mary's, still extant in the southern part of the town, on the north-eastern
side of the High Street. The second may be St Clements which is no longer standing
but gives its name to St Clements Parish, an area between St Mary's and the river
(Spoerry 2000). A medieval graveyard excavated at Orchard Lane may have been
associated with St Clements Church (Cambridgeshire Extensive Urban Survey, 2014
Draft).

Based upon the available evidence, it would seem that the proposed development site
lay just outside the putative area of Late Saxon activity. It is suggested that this was
focussed around St Mary's Church and the southern part of Ermine Street/High Street,
stretching along the River as far as Great Ouse Walk/Temple Close in the north-east
and Whitehills in the south-west, encompassing the area of Walden Road and Princes
Street and the river ford/bridge (now covered by the Castle).

Within the historic core, no Late Saxon evidence has been recorded to date north of the
Market Place, indicating perhaps the north-western extent of the Late Saxon
settlement. Late Saxon to early medieval pottery has been found further to the north,
during excavations for the West of Town Centre Link Road immediately to the west of
Ermine Street (Thatcher, forthcoming). However, this was outside the town ditch and
may have been a separate area of settlement, perhaps Balm Hole.

The town suffered heavily during the Anarchy wars between Stephen and Matilda in
1135 and 1153 respectively, with tax returns halving in this period. Subsequently,
Huntingdon enjoyed a period of prosperity in the 12th and 13th century. Its wealth was
artificially inflated by the Lordship of the Earls of Huntingdon (the Kings of Scotland)
and also by the presence of nearby trading markets of international repute such as St
Ives. Many religious houses owned land and property in the town and by the early 13th
century the town had 16 churches, two priories, a friary and three hospitals. Two such
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buildings are of particular relevance to the proposed development site. The church of St
Germain (02595), on St Germain Street is thought to lie in close proximity to the
proposed development site and fragments of bone discovered on the north side of St
Germain Street may allude to its location in the vicinity. The second is the Hospital of St
John the Baptist (MCB14506), which was founded in the early 13th century as an
almshouse for the poor. It became the town’s grammar school in the mid 16th century
and a part of the building still survives as the Cromwell museum, albeit subject to much
restoration and repair in the intervening years.

There followed a severe decline in the 14th century as a result of the decline of the St
Ives fair, and The Black Death. By 1363 over a quarter of the town was uninhabited and
abandoned and the ensuing social and economic upheaval had an adverse impact on
both tithe and land values. Of the 16 churches, three had closed by this time and a
further eight had insufficient tithe to support incumbents.

Huntingdon recovered somewhat during the later medieval and post medieval period,
its location on Ermine Street providing good communications links and making it a
natural staging post. Tax returns from 1436 show six naturalised Flemish merchants
living within the town. Its strategic importance was however a mixed blessing that
resulted in it becoming a focal point in the various wars of the period; for instance the
Wars of the Roses, when it was sacked by a Lancastrian army. The 1572 survey
recorded 281 buildings, which constitutes approximately 1000 inhabitants and
represents a town halved in population since the 12th century.

Further hardship was inflicted upon the town during the Civil War. In 1645, The Battle of
Huntingdon resulted in much material damage, including the destruction of the church
of St John, located nearby to the north-west on the High Street, near Ferrar House. A
grant of 1663 described Huntingdon as 'a poor decayed town, which being on a
frequented road was greatly impoverished by the insolencies of armies, free quarters
etc during the late wars'. This is corroborated by the 1664 hearth tax, which suggests
the population could have been as low as just 681 people by this date (Akeroyd and
Clifford, 2004, 23).

Despite these incursions, Huntingdon's excellent transport connections with London via
the Great North Road, once again sustained it and by the 18th century it had been
revivified as a major staging post and coaching centre. Of the numerous coaching inns
and taverns established to satiate this demand, the George Hotel (DCB3644) lies
nearest to the site, on the west side of the High Street.

The Historic Environment Record (HER)

The HER is a computerised database of all listed and other historic buildings and all
known archaeological sites, historic parks and gardens and other historic landscape
features in the county, plotted onto linked digital mapping and often supplemented by
photographs, drawings and substantial written accounts. The search was carried out by
the Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Office and all records falling
within the requested search area of the site were provided in descriptive form with
corresponding datasets supplied as shapefiles to provide the exact geographic location
of each record (Figs. 2 & 3).

The HER record search examined a 500m radius around the proposed development.
Given its location within the historic core of Huntingdon this generated a large number
of entries that are of no relevance to the site in question. As a result the HER entries
discussed in this report have been limited to those in the immediate vicinity.
Specifically, entries within the historic core, immediately to the south and west of the
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site, and archaeological excavations that have been conducted surrounding the site,
some of which lie in what would have constituted the back plots of properties
associated with the historic core.

A summary of the results of the search are provided below. Figures 2 and 3 show the
location of all Event records as follows: archaeological investigations (prefixed ECB),
Monument records (prefixed MCB) and the Listed Building records (prefixed DCB). Full
listings of the search results can be found in the Appendix A.

Immediately to the south of the proposed development site three burials were identified
during the renovation of the Probation Services building in 2003 (ECB1451). These
were interpreted as part of a larger cemetery, thought to be associated with the
medieval hospital of St John the Baptist. To the north-west, a watching brief at 90-91
High Street (ECB1336) recorded 11th to 12th century pits that were preserved close to
the current ground level.

A number of investigations have been conducted at Cromwell House, approximately
200m to the north-west (ECBs 975, 2617, 1717 & 3680). These works have revealed
structural remains thought to represent elements of the 13th century House of Austin
Friars. After the Dissolution in 1538, it passed into the ownership of the Cromwells, and
was the birth place of Oliver Cromwell. Other finds from this site have included Roman
roof tile and post-medieval and modern, brick-built structural remnants.

There have been a relatively large number of archaeological investigations immediately
to the south (ECBs 1922, 2465 & 2003). These have revealed high densities of
stratified medieval and post medieval remains, attributed to urban backyard activity, in
the form of pitting, quarrying, post-holes, ovens, cobbled surfaces and property
boundaries. Significant finds assemblages that included evidence for industrial activity
were also recovered from these sites. At Walden House (ECB 2003) evidence for
prehistoric activity was also identified that comprised a Neolithic ditch aligned north-
west to south-east.

To the south and east of the proposed development site, investigations at the
Sainsbury's site on St. Germain Street (ECB885) found remains spanning the
prehistoric to post medieval periods. These included Mesolithic or Neolithic worked
flints, residual Roman tile and pottery and tentative evidence for Late Saxon and Saxo-
Norman activity. The bulk of the evidence was dated to the medieval period and
included wells, rubbish pits, gravel extraction pits, plot boundaries and the town ditch. A
tanning pit containing shoe leather and horn cores was recorded at Chequers Court
(ECB1335).

Further afield, several sites to the north of the proposed development have recorded
medieval features and structural remains lying outside the bounds of the medieval town
ditch (ECBs 185, 190 & 3635). Works conducted at Brookside Old Music and Drama
Centre, to the north of the site, adjacent to Ambury Road, also revealed possible
prehistoric and Roman activity (ECBs 186 & 2736).

A large number of Listed Buildings are located in close proximity to the proposed
development along High Street, Market Hill, George Street and the north-western end
of Princes Street (DCBs 4130, 3644, 4126, 3303, 2651, 3871, 3874, 2645, 2323, 3420,
4191, 2357, 2646, 2324, 3421, 2653,, 2358, 3446, 2325, 3422, 4192, 3582, 3808,
2326, 3436, 3646, 2359, 2321, 4196, 3437, 2657, 3583, 2322, 4325, 3438, 2659, 4131,
4125, 3296, 2648, 4351, 2632, 3572, 2338, 2649 & 3439).

Of particular significance to the subject site is the Cromwell Museum (DCB4192), which
is located immediately to the south of the proposed development. This building
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originally dates from the late 12th century but was restored in 1854-6. It is a surviving
remnant of the west end of the infirmary hall of the Hospital of St John (Fig. 13) and
was subsequently part of the Grammar School, attended by Oliver Cromwell and
Samuel Pepys.

Cartographic Evidence

The location of the proposed development site, within the historic core of the town,
means that there is a wealth of cartographic evidence to draw upon. This is
summarised below.

John Speed's map of Huntingdon 1610 (Fig. 4)

John Speed's map of the town of 1610 provides useful information about the town in
this period. It shows buildings all the way along the High Street to beyond the Town
Ditch. Close to, or perhaps within the proposed development site, is marked the 'Free
School'. Also relevant to the proposed development site is a matter of conjecture about
the map, which shows houses along Hartford Road that, according to the 1572 survey,
were actually along St Germain Street (Cambridgeshire Extensive Urban Survey, 2014
Draft).

Plan of the Hospital Lands in Huntingdon 1752 (Fig. 5)

This map shows much of the proposed development site labelled as part of 'School
Close', with the south-eastern limit of the site perhaps falling within 'Mrs Fullwood's
Close Hospital'. To the west of the site lies the 'School House, yards and gardens with
Kemps and Simonds'. There are no structures obviously represented on this map within
the proposed development site.

Huntingdon in 1768, based on Thomas Jeffery's map (Fig. 6)

No structures are depicted in the northern and western part of the proposed
development site on the Jeffery's map. In the southern part of the proposed
development site there appear to be two buildings, labelled 'Grammar School', that
extend back from the High Street, parallel with Grammar School Walk.

All Saints Parish Map 1835 (Fig. 7)

The All Saints Parish Map was viewed at the Huntingdon Records Office and an extract
is reproduced in Fig. 7. There are buildings depicted in the southern part of the
proposed development site at this time whose relative position is quite similar to those
depicted on the Jeffery's Map as associated with the Grammar School; although the
Parish Maps shows slightly more detail. It is therefore suggested that these probably
represent the same structures as those detailed on the Jeffrey's Map. Three smaller
structures are also represented to the east that may fall within the proposed
development site.

1886 Ordnance Survey Map (1:500) (Fig. 8)

This map shows little change within the proposed development site from the previous
map. The Grammar School buildings are still extant and there is little evidence for
activity within the remainder of the proposed development site.

1st Edition OS Map (1888-89) (Fig. 9)

Given the short period of time elapsed between the preceding map of 1886 and the 1st
Edition OS Map, it is unsurprising that very little change was apparent within the
proposed development site on this map.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 11 of 36 Report Number 1600
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2nd Edition OS Map (1901) (Fig. 10)

Once again, the layout of the buildings and plot boundaries evident within the proposed
development site on this map appear to be unchanged from the preceding document.

3rd Edition OS Map (1926) (Fig. 11)

By the time of this map there are a number of new buildings depicted within the
proposed development site. These are labelled as 'Grammar School on the site of St.
John's Hospital' and comprise three structures arranged in a U shape. The largest lies
immediately behind the properties fronting onto the High Street and is aligned north-
west to south-east, the other two buildings lie to the north, on a north-east to south-
west alignment.

Later Edition Ordnance Survey Maps

The later edition Ordnance Survey Maps were viewed on oldmaps.co.uk. They are not
reproduced within this report. Little change was apparent within the proposed
development area from the 1926 edition OS Map until the 1971-72 OS Map (1:2500);
by this time buildings labelled as 'Council Offices' are depicted in the north-western,
south and eastern part of the proposed development site. There is subsequently little
change to the proposed development area until the 1983-5 Ordnance Survey map. It is
on this map that the extant Anglian House first appears.

Aerial Photographs

Aerial photographic evidence for the proposed proposed development site has not
been consulted for the purposes of this survey. It is suggested that the built up nature of
the site would not be conducive to providing useful data from this source.

Earthworks

The overwhelming maijority of the proposed development is built up and as a result no
earthworks are visible within its limits.

Archaeological Excavations and Surveys

Numerous archaeological investigations have been carried out within the vicinity of the
proposed development (Fig. 2). The results of these are summarised below by period.

Prehistoric and Roman

The earliest recorded activity within the vicinity of the proposed development are two
Mesolithic or Neolithic worked flints recovered from the excavations at the current
Sainsbury's site on St Germain Street (ECB885) to the east. A possible Neolithic ditch
and Bronze Age pottery were also found during an evaluation and excavation
approximately 250m to the south-west at Walden House in 2004-5 (ECB1804 &
ECB2003, Clarke 2006), whilst at Royal Oak Passage (ECB1922) a prehistoric ditch,
aligned parallel with the modern High Street, was recorded.

Further afield, to the north, a possible prehistoric field boundary ditch was also
recorded at the old Music and Drama Centre, Brookside 2007 (ECB186 & ECB2736,
Gilmour and Spoerry 2009).

In the Roman period, the major road north from London, Ermine Street, ran through
Huntingdon and today Ermine Street is in part perpetuated by the medieval High Street.
Small scale ribbon development running northwards from the river crossing, along
Ermine Street, is suggested by a number of chance finds and evidence recovered from
archaeological investigations. Within the vicinity of the proposed development site this
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includes Roman pottery found at the High Street (ECB3680), Brookside (ECB2736) and
also residual Roman tile and pottery found at St Germain Street (ECB885). A probable
cremation urn of 1st century date (MCB1103) was discovered in the early 19th century
less than 50m from the proposed development site, on the north-east side of Market
Hill, during the construction of Huntingdon Post Office.

Late Saxon

Few definite Late Saxon features have been found during investigations within the
vicinity of the proposed development site. Saxo-Norman pottery was recorded
approximately 250m to the south-west during an evaluation and excavations in the
Town Centre, between Walden Road and Princes Street (ECB1804 & ECB2003). To the
east, tentative evidence for Late Saxon ditches and pits was found during excavations
prior to the construction of a new Sainsbury's supermarket on the south side of St
Germain Street (ECB885). Subsequently, an archaeological excavation was also
carried out at Chequers Court, adjacent to the St Germain Street site, within the
footprint of a proposed new multi-storey car park (ECB3912). Here, flood deposits and
drainage and/or boundary ditches suggested that this part of Huntingdon was fairly
open, marginal land prone to flooding in the centuries pre-dating the Norman conquest.

Medieval and post-medieval

The medieval period is well represented in the archaeological record for the town and
there have been numerous excavations undertaken on all sides of the proposed
development site (Fig. 2).

A number of investigations have been conducted at Cromwell House, High Street over
the years. A series of structures, layers and floor surfaces were recorded during the
construction of toilet facilities in the yard in 1976 (ECB2617). Several phases of
construction, including two 14th century moulded beams were also observed in the wall
to the kitchen yard facing the High Street. A later evaluation (ECB3680) recorded a
sequence of dumped deposits containing medieval roof tile and medieval pottery. A
post-medieval brick structure and a modern drain were also uncovered. The most
extensive works on this site, in 1984, (ECB1717) recorded a substantial north to south
aligned wall of dressed stone and mortar with plastered facing. On the eastern side of
the wall, a mortared and possibly glazed tiled floor was uncovered. These remains were
attributed to the earliest phase of the House of Austin Friars, founded circa 1285
(DCB3871). A later, less substantial phase was also identified aligned at right angles to
the original wall. Other remains included a cobbled area, also possibly associated with
the Friary buildings, to the east, which may have formed part of the east wall of the
west range, a door and adjacent stone floor were revealed in the scullery.

Immediately to the west of the proposed development site, an investigation undertaken
during shop refurbishment and extension at 90-91 High Street (ECB1336) recorded
early medieval activity in the form of a sequence of at least 12 pits. They were dated by
pottery finds to the 11th and 12th centuries. These features are of note as they were
preserved very close to the present ground surface.

Of particular significance to the proposed development site are three burials discovered
during renovation of the Probation Services building in 2003 (ECB1451). These are
thought to represent part of a larger cemetery, quite possibly associated with the
medieval hospital of St John the Baptist (MCB14506). This was founded in the early
13th century and by the mid 16th century it had become the town’s grammar school; a
part of the building still survives as the Cromwell museum. The exact plan of this
building and its grounds has never been established, Dickinson's 1962 plan of the
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hospital of St. John The Baptist (Fig. 12) is conjectural and it is quite possible that
remains associated with the hospital, its grounds and putative cemetery will have
extended into the proposed development site.

To the south of the proposed development site an excavation at 112 High Street
(ECB975) revealed medieval structural remains that included postholes, walls, hearths,
floors and a sequence of ground levelling. A series of pits were also found along with
evidence of industrial activity in the form of slag and hammerscale.

Several investigations have also been conducted on the opposing side of the High
Street. An evaluation at Royal Oak Passage (ECB1922), in advance of residential
development, revealed medieval remains typical of backyard activity that consisted of
pits and postholes. Also discovered was considerable post medieval activity in the form
of more pits and postholes, overlain by a thick layer of garden soil dated to the 18th
century. To the south, several phases of work have been conducted at Walden House
(ECB2465 & ECB2003). These found a similar pattern of medieval occupation to that
identified on the High Street, characterised by dense zones of pitting and quarrying,
wells, post-holes, ovens, cobbled surfaces and ditched property boundaries. Large
assemblages of pottery, animal bone and environmental remains were recovered from
the site that are indicative of industries such as tanning, horning, antler working,
possible cat skinning and cloth manufacture. A later medieval cultivation or levelling
layer was also seen. The remains of a 17-18th century circular malting oven were found
in the north-western part of the site. The remains of a post medieval formal garden
associated with Walden House were also recorded. The northern plot contained the
remains of an 18-19th century tannery with tanning residue in-situ beneath a sealed
demolition/rubble layer

Medieval activity was also recorded during an excavation at the site of the Sainsbury's
supermarket, adjacent to the east of the proposed development site, on St Germain
Street (ECB885). Much of this was associated with the backplots of properties fronting
onto St Germain Street and consisted of wells, rubbish pits, gravel extraction pits,
ditches and gullies delineating plot boundaries. The medieval town ditch was also
recorded in the northern part of the site. Evidence for a range of activities, including
domestic, cultivation and possibly industrial practises were recorded on this site.
Possible industrial activity was also recorded to the south-east of the proposed
development site, at 4 Chequers Court (ECB1335), in the form a tanning pit containing
shoe leather and horn cores.

Also on St Germain Street is the putative site of the church of St Germain (MCB3253).
The recovery of fragments of bone from the north side of St Germain Street may allude
to a location in close proximity to the proposed development site.

On the north side of Brookside, to the north of the proposed development site, two
phases of work at the Old Music and Drama Centre (ECB186 & ECB2736) revealed
medieval buildings outside of the town ditch. These were interpreted as part of a
suburban development, focused around the crossing point of the track to Abbots Ripton
over the town ditch. A sequence of timber structures were recorded that represented
multiple phases of building throughout the medieval period. There was apparently a
decline in activity from the late 13th century to early 14th century with no new buildings
constructed after this time. Medieval quarrying was also recorded in the northern part of
the site. To the east of this site, an evaluation at Cromwell Square in 2011 (ECB3635)
revealed possible medieval structures and plot boundaries, heavily truncated by
modern disturbance. The pottery recovered from these features, although quite
abraded, was typical of early medieval domestic activity.
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2.6.15 Further afield, outside the historic core, an evaluation at 69 Great Northern Street
(ECB185) found a large post-medieval pit, whilst geotechnical test pits at Ambury Road
(ECB190) recorded no archaeological features.
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DEPOSIT MAPPING

Introduction

In this section, an attempt has been made to map all known monuments and events
and, based on this mapping, to predict the existence of further remains within the study
area. These predictions should not be used to produce ‘constraint maps’.

Prehistoric

A relatively low density of prehistoric remains have been recovered in the vicinity of the
proposed development site. Finds include two Mesolithic or Neolithic worked flints
recovered by the excavations at the Sainsbury's site on St Germain Street (ECB885), to
the east, and Bronze Age pottery found at Walden House in 2004-5 (ECB1804 &
ECB2003).

Prehistoric features comprised a possible Neolithic ditch at Walden House, a prehistoric
ditch at Royal Oak Passage (ECB1922) and, to the north, a possible prehistoric field
boundary recorded at the Old Music and Drama Centre, Brookside (ECB186 &
ECB2736).

In summary there is a low/moderate probability that prehistoric remains extended within
the proposed development area.

Roman

The proposed development site lies close to the putative line of Ermine Street, which
was a major route in the Roman period and there is evidence for some occupation,
probably representative of small scale ribbon development, within the vicinity. Much of
this comprises residual finds of Roman pottery and tile found at the High Street
(ECB3680), Brookside (ECB2736) and at St Germain Street (ECB885).

More significantly, a probable 1st century cremation urn (MCB1103) was discovered
during the construction of Huntingdon Post Office in the early 19th century, less than
50m from the proposed development site. Although there is no way of ascertaining at
this stage whether this represents an isolated find or part of a larger cemetery, the
proximity of this find to the proposed development site is of note.

In summary there is a moderate probability that Roman remains extended within the
proposed development area.

Late Saxon

Based upon the available evidence, the proposed development site appears to lie just
beyond the edge of the putative Late Saxon settlement. It should, however, be borne in
mind that its true extent has not been confidently defined. As a result, the location of
the proposed development site is of interest as it potentially has implications for our
understanding of the extent of this Late Saxon settlement.

Tentative evidence for Late Saxon ditches and pits was found on the south side of St
Germain Street (ECB885). Further to the east, at Chequers Court, (ECB3912) it would
appear that there was little occupation and that the land was marginal and prone to
flooding in the centuries pre-dating the Norman conquest; as demonstrated by flood
deposits and drainage and boundary ditches. Saxo-Norman pottery was also found
approximately 250m to the south-west at Walden Road (ECB1804 & ECB2003).

In summary there is a low/moderate probability that Late Saxon remains extended
within the proposed development area.
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Medieval and post-medieval

The proposed development site lies within the historic core of the town and there is a
significant body of evidence for medieval and post medieval activity in the locality.

Broadly, a number of excavations on either side of the High Street have contributed
significantly to our understanding of the character of domestic and industrial activity
within the town. Much of the evidence comprises finds and features associated with the
back plots of properties fronting on to the thoroughfares. At 112 High Street (ECB975),
Royal Oak Passage (ECB1922), Walden House (ECB2465 & ECB2003), 90-91 High
Street (ECB1336) and 4 Chequers Court (ECB1335) these remains included postholes,
pitting and quarrying, hearths, floor and yard surfaces and ditches delineating plot
boundaries. The pottery, faunal and environmental assemblages recovered from these
sites are varied and have given a good indication of the nature of activities taking place.
These include industrial processes such as metalworking, tanning, horning, antler
working, possible cat skinning and cloth manufacture. Whilst structural features were
also in evidence on many of these sites perhaps the most significant remains lie in
close proximity to the proposed development site at Cromwell House (ECB2617,
ECB3680 & ECB1717). Here, the remnants the earliest phase of the House of Austin
Friars (DCB3871) was recorded, along with later, less substantial phases and two 14th
century moulded beams observed in the wall to the kitchen yard, facing the High Street.

On the north side of the High Street, adjacent to the east of the proposed development
site (ECB885), medieval activity was recorded during an excavation at the site of the
Sainsbury's supermarket. Again, much of this was associated with the backplots of
properties, in this case fronting onto St Germain Street, and was similar in character to
the deposits described above. The medieval town ditch was also recorded in the
northern part of this site, as was evidence for cultivation and crop processing. Further
to the north, medieval buildings attributed to a suburban development outside of the
town ditch were recorded at the Old Music and Drama Centre (ECB186 & ECB2736).
These may be of significance to the proposed development site as they suggest
settlement along the track to Abbots Ripton, which passes close to the western edge of
the proposed development site.

Perhaps the most significant evidence pertaining to the proposed development site is
its proximity to the putative sites of the church of St Germain (MCB3253), whose
location may be indicated by the recovery of fragments of bone from the north side of
St Germain Street, and the medieval hospital of St John the Baptist (MCB14506).
Whilst the exact plan of this building and its grounds has never been established (Fig.
12) there is evidence to suggest that remains associated with this institution extended
into the proposed development site. Firstly, a part of the building, which was founded in
the early 13th century, still survives as the Cromwell museum, immediately to the south
of the proposed development site. During the mid 16th century it became the town’s
grammar school (Figs. 4-11). Of particular interest though is the discovery of three
burials during renovation of the Probation Services building in 2003 (ECB1451), that
are thought to represent part of a larger cemetery, quite possibly associated with the
Hospital itself.

The cartographic evidence (detailed in Section 2.3) suggests that several phases of
building works associated with the Grammar School were undertaken within the
proposed development site during the post medieval and modern period.

In summary there is a high probability that medieval and post medieval remains
extended within the proposed development area. However, the wealth and detail of
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sources make it unlikely that any major post-medieval remains, which are not already
documented, will be encountered.
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DEGREE OF SURVIVAL

Assessment

This section broadly assesses the degree of survival of archaeological remains in the
areas defined by deposit mapping. The assessment takes the form of a prediction
model based on probability and not certainty. It is intended as a guide only.

Based upon the available evidence it is suggested that the site is unlikely to have been
subject to much truncation by construction until at least the medieval period. At this
point it is possible that it fell within the grounds of the Hospital of St John The Baptist
but without an accurate plan of the layout of this site it is impossible to infer the extent
or nature of any likely truncation of pre-medieval remains.

Subsequently, the cartographic evidence shows that there have been numerous
episodes of construction and demolition associated with the Grammar School, which is
likely to have led to the truncation of earlier deposits. However, the survival of early
medieval pits very close to the present ground surface at 90-91 High Street (ECB1336)
does suggest that post medieval truncation of earlier features is not necessarily
absolute.

The current land use within the proposed development site will inevitably have had an
affect on the survival of archaeological deposits. Thus, the proposed development site
can be broadly divided into two sections. The eastern part, which lies underneath the
extant Anglian House, is likely to have been subject to a greater degree of truncation
associated with the construction of the building. Conversely, preservation of earlier
deposits is likely to be better in the western part of the proposed development site,
which lies under tarmac and is used as a car park. However, within the car park area
there are likely to be numerous service runs which will have caused partial and variable
truncation to below ground features.

Rating

Based on the distribution of known finds and their degree of survival in the study area,
as defined in the previous sections, rating can be summarised as follows:

Period Distribution Survival
Prehistoric Low/moderate Unknown
Roman moderate Medium

Late Saxon Low/moderate Medium
Medieval and post-medieval  High Medium to Good
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CONCLUSIONS

The aim of this assessment was to determine the archaeological potential of the site of
Anglian House and the possible impact any future work could have on the archaeology.
It is important to state that a lack of excavation and survey within the site itself does not
mean a low potential and the sources studied reflect this.

Archaeological investigations near to Anglian House have shown there is overall a low
to moderate probability of remains surviving within the proposed development area that
date to before the medieval period, although the proximity of the site to the putative
limit of the Late Saxon settlement makes it of particular interest and significant to
considerations of our understanding of the development of Huntingdon during this
period. Any surviving medieval remains would be of importance as they might constitute
elements of the site the church of St Germain, in the east and the Hospital of St John
The Baptist, in the south; both of which are major early medieval sites within the town.

As has been demonstrated by numerous excavations within the historic core, the
survival of medieval remains within the town is on the whole good. However the current
and previous historic land use within the proposed development site will inevitably have
had an effect on the survival of archaeological deposits. Thus, the proposed
development site can be broadly divided into two sections. The eastern part, which lies
underneath the extant Anglian House, is likely to have been subject to a greater degree
of truncation associated with the construction of the building. The south and eastern
part of the site was also subject to numerous phases of construction and demolition
associated with the Grammar School. Preservation of earlier deposits is likely to be
better in the western part of the proposed development site, which lies under tarmac
and is used as a car park, although even here there are likely to be numerous service
runs which will have caused partial and variable truncation to below ground features.

During the post-medieval and modern periods, the numerous cartographic sources
demonstrate that the south and eastern part of the site was subject to numerous
phases of construction and demolition associated firstly with the Grammar School and
latterly with the construction of Anglian House itself, and will themselves have caused
variable truncation to earlier archaeological remains.
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APPENDIX C. OASIS REPORT FORM
All fields are required unless they are not applicable.

Project Details
OASIS Number ‘ oxfordar3-174554 ‘

Project Name ‘ Anglian House, Ambury Road South, Huntingdon

Project Dates (fieldwork) Start ‘ ‘ Finish‘ ‘

Previous Work (by OA East) ‘ No ‘ Future Work‘ Unknown ‘

Project Reference Codes

Site Code ‘ HUNAWG 14 ‘ Planning App. No. ‘

HER No. ‘ ‘ Related HER/OASIS No. ‘

Type of Project/Techniques Used

Prompt ‘ Planning condition

DeVGlOpment Type ‘ Urban Commercial

Please select all techniques used:

DBA
[] Aerial Photography - interpretation Documentary Search
[ Aerial Photography - new Visual Inspection (Site Visit)

Monument Types & Period
List feature types using the NMR Monument Type Thesaurus together with their respective
periods. If no features were found, please state “none”.

Monument Period

| | [ Select period...

| | [ Select period...

‘ ‘ ‘ Select period...

| | [ Select period...

Project Location
County ‘ Cambridgeshire ‘ Site Address (including postcode if possible)
o Anglian House,
District ‘ Huntingdon ‘ Ambury Road,
Huntingdon,
Parish ‘ Huntingdon ‘
HER ‘
Study Area ‘ ‘ National Grid Reference | 1| 23329 71960
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Project Originators

Organisation ‘ OA EAST

Project Brief Originator ‘

Project Design Originator ‘

Project Manager ‘ Aileen Connor

Supervisor ‘ Chris Thatcher

Project Archives

Physical Archive Digital Archive

Paper Archive

‘ Location ... ‘ ‘ Location ...

‘ ‘ Location ...

‘ Accession ID ... ‘ ‘ Accession ID ...

‘ ‘ Accession ID ...

Archive Contents/Media

Physical Digital Paper

Contents Contents Contents
Animal Bones
Ceramics
Environmental
Glass
Human Bones
Industrial
Leather
Metal

OOooooOoond

Stratigraphic
Survey

Textiles

Wood

Worked Bone
Worked Stone/Lithic
None

Other

OOoooooooooooooon
OOoooooooooooooon

oooogdd

Notes:

Digital Media

[ Database
Oais

[] Geophysics
[X] Images
lllustrations
] Moving Image
[] spreadsheets
[ survey

Text

[ virtual Reality

Paper Media

[] Aerial Photos
[] Context Sheet
[ correspondence
[] piary

[] brawing

[J Manuscript

[ map

[] Matrices

] Microfilm

[ misc.

[X] Research/Notes
[ Photos

[ Pians

Report

[ sections

[ survey
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Figure 1: Site location, with development area outlined (red)
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late 1: Anglian House viewed from north west

late 2: Anglian House viewed from Ambury Road South
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late 4: Anglian House viewed from rammar School al
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