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SUMMARY

An archaeological watching brief was carried outOxford Archaeology North (OA
North) on the 21st and 23rd November 2007 duringugd works involved in the
excavation of a car park directly to the north bHelens Central Station, St Helens,
Merseyside (NGR SJ 51631 95374). The work was casioned by C Spencer Ltd.

An earlier desk-based assessment undertaken by @i K2004) for the purposes of
the redevelopment of St Helens Central Stationntified a total of 97 sites of

archaeological interest within the vicinity, of whi almost all related to industrial
activity, including sites associated with the Huylme railway and St Helens canal.
Consequently, recommendations for further work waegle for those sites likely to
be impacted upon by the proposed development.ignirietance, the canal arm (Site
94) was the main site likely to be affected by theugrd works.

An archaeological presence was maintained duriagemoval of a concrete building
base. Due to the thickness of the concrete anditeeof the machine needed for its
removal, it became very difficult to see if anylmeological features were present.
However, it is possible that archaeological remairikexist at a deeper level than the
present ground works. Consequently, no further agalogical work is therefore
recommended unless any additional groundworks afgetundertaken to a greater
depth.

For the use of C Spencer Ltd © OA North: March 2008
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CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was commissidrigy C Spencer Ltd,
to undertake a watching brief during ground worksd car park adjacent to St
Helens Central Station, St Helens, Merseyside. gioeind works comprised
the removal of concrete building footings and hat@dnding, and the
subsequent levelling of the area. These were caaugd under archaeological
supervision due to the potential for disturbancany surviving archaeological
remains or deposits, which were identified duringlesk-based assessment
undertaken in 2004 (OA North 2004). The site mibstly to be affected by the
ground works is the infilled arm of the relict Selen’s canal (Fig 2) (Sit@4;
ibid). The archaeological watching brief took place the 21st and 23rd
November 2007. This report sets out the resultthefwatching brief in the
form of a short document.

SITELOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

The area of the ground works was positionieectlly north of St Helens
Central Station (NGR SJ 51631 95374, Fig 1), whickurn is located to the
north-east of the town of St Helens, Merseyside.

The solid geology is primarily made up of egdl grey Triassic Sandstone of
the Sherwood Sandstone Group. This is for the npast overlain by
stagnogleyic argillic brown earths (Ordnance Surt6€3), although this is
mainly obscured by the relatively urban nature lod topography. Glacial
processes have resulted in the deposition of langeunts of boulder clay, in
many cases totally obscuring the underlying sol@blggy (Countryside
Commission 1998, 21).

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOL OGICAL BACKGROUND

Introduction: the background history is mostly derived from thesk-based
assessment of the site undertaken in 2004 (OA N2O@4), and is primarily
concerned with providing an historical context ke tstation and its related
features.

Industrial Development of St Helens: until the middle of the eighteenth
century St Helens was still very rural; most of pigpulation were probably
farmers, although there were a few craftsmen priogugottery and there was
limited coal mining (Barker 2002, 38). Nevertheledse potential profit in
coal and the allied industrial processes that walédelop from its extraction
led to the construction of the Sankey Brook Navayat begun in 1755,
Lancashire’s earliest canabid). The increased need for coal initially spurred
on the construction of the canal. However, it waes production of glass that
promoted the growth of St Helens. Small-scale grassiufacture had been
occurring in the region for some time but it was #stablishment of a number

For the use of C Spencer Ltd © OA North: March 2008
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of larger glass companies at the end of the eigttteeentury that caused
massive growth in this particular industry (Krupadadeawood 2002, 9). The
production of glass continued to grow throughoet timeteenth century, with
the large St Helens Crown Glass Company being lesttald in 1826 (Parkin
2000, 13).

During the nineteenth century St Helens expandeidlisa and the area around
what is now St Helens Central Station became hamemerous industries,
many associated with glass production, but alsmaites, copper works,
smithies and all manner of more minor processesegR891). The importance
of the canal was soon superseded by the constnuaticailways in the 1830s
(Farrer and Brownbill 1906, 374; Townley and Ped6A9, 217). Numerous
alterations to the railway network were made, tlosinsignificant to the study
area being a connection to Rainford constructed888 (Tolson 1983, 68
Townley and Peden 1999, 217). The first statiorhwithe study area was a
simple siding connecting to industries south of &abtreet (now part of
Church Street)il§id). The station builic 1858 on the Rainford line, called
Shaw Street Station, was replaced in the later 486@&n a new Huyton Line
was constructed (this had been proposed as ead@4fs) and a new, larger
station was constructed in 1871 for both freighd passengers (Tolson 1983,
71).

However, by the twentieth century many of theseigtides were beginning to
decline. The Sankey Brook Navigation, later namieel $t Helens Canal,

recorded little use during the twentieth centunyd @everal miles of it were
closed by 1931 (Barker 2002). Despite a numbeedtiens being filled in and

built over during the later twentieth century (Oadioe Survey 1972; 1980),
schemes were put in place to renovate and makefusetions outside of the
study area (Tarry 1963). At approximately the saime Shaw Street Station
was rebuilt in an ‘all glass’ design (OA North 200gresumably intended to
celebrate St Helens’ industrial past, and thisisenrit has been continued in
recent years with archaeological recording, cunatind display of artefacts at
the Pilkington’s Glass site (Krupa and Heawood 2002

DEVELOPMENT OF ST HELENS CENTRAL STATION

Prior to the construction of the railway lihe area was a busy industrial site.
There were numerous coal pits linked by the Sark@pk/St Helens Canal,
which runs along the east side of the developmesa. & he original proposed
route for a railway in 1829 ran through part of thewelopment area, but this
was never completed, and the main line was evdwtpakitioned further to
the south.

St Helens Central Station is not actuallyeéhdiest station in St Helens, nor
was it originally called St Helens Central. A ‘CexttStation’ already existed
elsewhere, prior to the current St Helens Centtati®&, serving the town
centre, and a branch line with a goods station ateR Square also served
several industries to the south of Church Streefotiunately, there is little
information regarding this station, and it was @ioly in use for less than 20
years, but it was thought to be possibly situatedhe south of the present
station and proposed development site. Followirgganisation in the 1860s

For the use of C Spencer Ltd © OA North: March 2008
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and the construction of the Huyton Line, a largatisn was constructed in
1871 (Rolled Plans 94/A-31850-1880). As this was situated along Shaw
Street it was named Shaw Street Station. This natios was considerably
larger than the original and plans from the 1870sws details of waiting
rooms, the booking office and other rooms. A gositisd and other buildings
are also shown at this time. The station seemsawe hetained much of this
form into the twentieth century, although sheltessering the platforms may
have been added between 1882 and 1894. Some foghass entrance porch
or foyer also appears to have been added at ahisuirhe (Ordnance Survey
1894). In 1960 the main station building and platfe were redeveloped with
a glass and timber structure (Ordnance Survey 19H8 redevelopment was
evidently not extensive, however, as many of thenér sidings remained to
the east and several original buildings were rethinA pair of north-
east/south-west orientated brick walls were coostd) one along the west
side of the platforms and one along the east gdesumably intended to
screen off some of the original, and now derepetis of the station. These, in
a sense, severed the original station buildingsi ftbe new. The station was
named Shaw Street until 1987 (as evident on then&@rce Survey map of
1980) when it was re-named St Helens Central (PH1B331 1987,
PH/16/113/2 1987).

For the use of C Spencer Ltd © OA North: March 2008
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2. METHODOLOGY

21 WATCHING BRIEF

2.1.1 An archaeological presence was maintained duriage¢moval of the concrete
base for a previous building upon the site andstitessequent levelling of the
site area. Recording was by means of OA North’sdsted context recording
system, with trench records and supporting registnd indices. A full
photographic record in colour transparency and robrame formats was
undertaken.

2.2 ARCHIVE

2.2.1 A full professional archive has been compiled inaedance with current IFA
and English Heritage guidelines (English Heritag®1). The paper and
digital archive will be deposited in the Liverpdduseum, National Museum
and Galleries on Merseyside, on completion of tiogegt.

For the use of C Spencer Ltd © OA North: March 2008
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3. RESULTS
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3.2

3.2.1

3.3
3.3.1

INTRODUCTION

The objective of the watching brief was to identifgny potential

archaeological features or deposits revealed duhagemoval of a concrete
building base and levelling of the excavation afea a new car park
associated with St Helen’s Central Station, andetord their presence or
absence, character and extent, integrity, stat@re$ervation and relative
quality.

WATCHING BRIEF

The concrete building base was 0.4m in thisknevith concrete support
girders every 3m. The excavation continued for Otgtow this level through
made ground, which mainly consisted of building riebThe size of the
mechanical excavator needed for the removal ofctirecrete impeded the
watching brief, making the survival of any remainghe higher ground very
difficult to observe.

CONCLUSION

The watching brief encountered many diffi@dfiwhich were mainly due to
the logistics required for the ground works. No haeological features,
deposits or finds were observed during this watglhinef. However, if further
ground works were to take place in the area, eajhgeny ground works to a
greater depth, it is recommended that a furthdraaalogical presence may be
needed.

For the use of C Spencer Ltd © OA North: March 2008
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5. ILLUSTRATIONS

51 FIGURES
Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Detail of St Helen's Station showing the Watching Brief area and development plans



