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Summary

Between the 27th and the 29th October 2008, OA East carried out an archaeological 
watching brief at The Green, Green Street, Willingham, Cambridgeshire (TL 4076 
7044).  The monitoring was carried out during improvement works to The Green. 

The watching brief found a north to south tarmac road (this road had been recorded 
on all OS maps between 1885 and 1952). The road had been grassed over about  
40 or so years ago.  Natural gravel and sands were exposed below this road as well  
as a late 19th or 20th century ceramic pipe which had run under it.  Existing 20th 
century services running east to west directly to the south of Church Street were  
uncovered.  Only the top part of the present east to west road through The Green  
was removed in the development and machining stopped at a layer of hardcore. 
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1  GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

1.1 The  site  overlies  first  terrace  sand  and  gravel  deposits  and  Ampthill  Clays (British 
Geological Survey Sheets 187 and 188, Huntingdon and Cambridge, 1981). The area 
lies at approximately 5.00m OD.  Work during the watching brief exposed natural sub 
soil which consisted a bright yellow gravel sands with a few small patches of clay.

2  ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1 The site is located at the eastern edge of the historic core of the village of Willingham. 
The green has been a focal  point  of  the village for  centuries and is  surrounded by 
known  archaeological  sites  while  recent  fieldwork  further  south  along  Green  St 
revealed evidence of medieval occupation along the street frontage (HER MCB16302, 
ECB1835).

2.2 There was a north to south road recorded within the whole area of the watching brief on 
all the Ordnance Survey maps from 1885 to 1952 (e.g. Fig. 3).  Directly to the west of 
the road there were buildings including a fire station. In modern day maps this road and 
the buildings directly to the west were not recorded and this area had became part of 
an expanded green area within The Green.  The present east to west road was also 
recorded on the 1st Edition OS map (Fig. 3). 

2.3 Improvement works were proposed at the Green by Willingham Parish Council.  As a 
consequence  Cambridgeshire  County  Council  Archaeological  Office  issued  a  brief 
setting  out  the  requirements  for  archaeological  monitoring  of  the  initial  stages  of 
construction, to include all ground works (Gore 2008).  A specification by Oxford East 
for archaeological monitoring and recording was produced (Mortimer 2008). 

2.4 Archaeological  work  was  required  to  fulfil  a  condition  placed  on  planning  consent 
(S/0320/08/F)  of  South  Cambridgeshire  District  Council.  The proposed development 
included the removal of an area of hard standing which will subsequently be grassed 
over, and the excavation of a new access road.

3  METHODOLOGY

3.1 The objective of this watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible the 
presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of 
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

3.2 The Brief required that soil stripping would take place under archaeological supervision. 
There would be an inspection of subsoil for archaeological features.  These features 
were to be recorded in plan and investigated. Subsoil stripping would take place under 
archaeological supervision. Investigation would then take place of the natural substrate 
for archaeological features, their investigation and recording.

3.3 The area of investigation was located at The Green between Church Street and Green 
Street.  The development proposed a new road within a north to south area c.50m long 
and c.5m wide starting from Church Street.  The present ground surface in this area 
was to be taken down up to a depth of  c.0.7m and then the new road hardcore and 
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tarmac is to be laid.  At the same time an existing east to west road (see 2.2 above) is 
to be removed.  This road area was to be taken down to c.0.5m below ground level and 
the area then grassed over except where this existing road  overlaps with the proposed 
new road. Most of the area of the proposed new road in the scheme (the northern part) 
is green within The Green area but in the lower southern part was the end of the old 
east to west road.  

3.4 In the southern area of the proposed road a 360° tracked machine had to use a toothed 
bucket to remove the existing road surface on the 27th and 28th October.  The tarmac 
and  hardcore  was  removed  from site  but  in  the  grassed  area,  a  toothless  ditching 
bucket was used on the 29th October.

3.5 All  archaeological  features  and  deposits  were  recorded  using  OA East's  pro-forma 
sheets.   Trench  locations,  plans  and  sections  were  recorded  at  appropriate  scales 
digital photographs, black and white film and colour slides were used.  

4  RESULTS

   Watching Brief
4.1 The watching brief did uncover a previous north to south tarmac road (this road had 

been recorded on all OS maps between 1885 and 1952 before it  had been grassed 
over about 40 or so years ago).  Natural gravel and sands were exposed below this 
road as well as a late 19th or 20th century ceramic pipe.  Existing 20th century water 
services running east to west directly to the south of Church Street were uncovered. 
This 5m wide area included an existing man hole. This manhole led to a large modern 
brick vault more than 1.5m deep which the water pipes fed into. 

4.2 The excavation for the removal of the present east to west road through The Green did 
not  reach  natural  subsoils  with  only  the  underlying  hardcore  of  this  modern  road 
exposed . 

5  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

   Conclusions
5.1 No pre-modern archaeological remains were found.  Modern activity has removed any 

possible archaeology within the watching brief area. 
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Figure 1  Location of the watching brief outlined (red)
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