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SUMMARY

In October 2008, Royal Haskoning UK Ltd, acting behalf of the Environment
Agency, commissioned Oxford Archaeology North targaout a programme of
archaeological investigation of land owned by Thatibhal Trust adjacent to Crump
Weir on the River Bollin at Little Bollington, Chlese (centred on SJ 7304 8704).

Crump Weir formed part of the water-managementesysfor Little Bollington Mill,
which occupies a site on the west bank of the RBellin, within the county of
Cheshire. Little Bollington Mill lies on the easarik of the River Bollin, in the county
of Greater Manchester, and is entered on the Grb&achester Historic Environment
Record (HER No 3726).

In the first instance, an archaeological evaluatibthe site was undertaken to establish
the presence or absence of any buried remainscbbeological interest prior to the
proposed construction of a fish passage around/éie The evaluation was carried out
in November 2008, and comprised the excavationsifigle trench, measuring 9.6 long
and 1.8m wide. No archaeological deposits or festwvere encountered in the
excavated trench, the simple stratigraphic sequenicgrising the natural clay geology,
mottled sand subsoil, and topsoil. It was concluithed the construction of the proposed
fish passage would not have any impact on any atflace archaeological resource of
the area between the west bank of the River Bdlnd Sutt Brook although, in
accordance with the agreed project design, an eotbgical watching brief was
maintained during construction work. This targeted river bank, and was intended
primarily to establish whether the river channed baen lined with stone at this point.

The watching brief was maintained during Februg@9® and monitored earth-moving

works associated with the construction of the fiaksage. No significant archaeological
remains were exposed during the course of the wagdbrief, although a deposit of

dumped stones, with occasional fragments of bpctibably represented an attempt to
improve the river channel, and may have been as®uociwith the construction of

Crump Weir. The inclusion of hand-made brick fragisewithin the deposit of stone

suggests a depositional date no earlier than tieesnth century.

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

CIRCUMSTANCESOF THE PROJECT

In November 2008, Oxford Archaeology North (OA Nrtvas requested by J
Gardiner, of Royal Haskoning UK Ltd, acting on béled The Environment
Agency, to carry out an archaeological evaluatidnlamd owned by The
National Trust adjacent to Crump Weir on the RiBeilin at Little Bollington,
Cheshire. The evaluation was required to assesprédsence, extent, character,
date and significance of any buried archaeologiealains within the footprint
of a proposed fish passage. The construction ofishepassage will necessitate
the excavation of a narrow channel across a shection of the field
immediately to the east of the weir, connectingRinger Bollin with Sutt Brook.

The manor of Little Bollington is mentioned in tB®mesday Survey of 1086,
whilst documents dated to 1353 refer to a manar@ah mill in the locale
(Nevell 1997, 42). The precise location of thisInfibwever, is uncertain; whilst
a brick-built corn mill of a post-medieval date wues immediately to the east
of Crump Weir (Plate 1), it is unknown whether thtsucture was built on the
site of an earlier mill. The archaeological evalmtwas thus required to
establish the presence or absence of any burieadimsnof the documented
medieval mill within the footprint of the proposdish passage, whilst the
watching brief was maintained primarily to estdblighether the river channel
had been lined with stone.

The evaluation and watching brief were carried mutNovember 2008 and
February 2009 respectively, and conformed to a iBpaon detailed in a
project design that was agreed and approved bydhee Lund, The National
Trust Archaeologist, and the Environment Agencye Tieldwork was coupled
with a programme of limited historical research.

SITE LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

Little Bollington is a village and civil parish ithe Borough of Macclesfield.
Crump Weir formed part of the water-managementesydor Little Bollington

Mill, which occupies a site on the west bank of Rieer Bollin, within the

county of Cheshire (centred on SJ 7304 8704).

In broad terms, Little Bollington is situated witha region classified as the
Mersey Valley, a distinctive river-valley landscajpeusing on the Mersey, its
estuary and associated tributaries. The topograghthe region is defined
largely by its generally low-lying, low relief togoaphy (Countryside
Commission 1998, 141).

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009
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1.2.3 The solid geology of the area comprises Permosigasandstone, which was
formed some 220 million years ago. The surfaceqgotonsists principally of

a mantle of glacial boulder clay with pockets ohdaand gravel (Hains and
Horton 1969).

Plate 1: Aerial view of the study area

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009
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2. METHODOLOGY

21

211

21.2

22

221

2.3

231

24

241

EVALUATION TRENCH

A single trench, measuring 9.6m long and 1.8m wdes excavated across the
route of the proposed fish passage (Fig 1). Thesumpgpst level of the trench
was excavated by a machine fitted with a toothtgshing bucket, thereafter
the excavation of other remains, was undertakeruaibn

All information was recorded stratigraphically withaccompanying
documentation (plans, sections and both colouesdidd black and white print
photographs, both of individual contexts and ovesdk shots from standard
view points). Photography was undertaken with 35pameras on archivable
black-and-white print film, as well as colour traasency, all frames including a
visible, graduated metric scale. Digital photographas used extensively
throughout the course of the fieldwork for presgatapurposes. Photographic
records were also maintained on special photogeagbiformasheets.

WATCHING BRIEF

A programme of field observation recordedltimation, extent, and character of
all surviving archaeological features and depowsiithin the area of ground

disturbance. All excavation work was carried ouhgsa mechanical excavator
fitted with a toothless ditching bucket, which wagerated under close
archaeological supervision. Any subsoil horizonpased during the course of
the groundworks were systematically examined, dhdrehaeological features

and horizons were recorded on OA Nartb-formarecording sheets.

FINDS

Finds’ recovery and sampling programmes were choig in accordance with
best practice (following current Institute of Fig\ichaeologists guidelines), and
subject to expert advice in order to minimise detation. No artefacts

recovered from the evaluation trench were retained.

ARCHIVE

The results of all archaeological work carried wilt form the basis for a full
archive to professional standards, in accordande @urrent English Heritage
guidelines Klanagement of Archaeological Projec®nd edition, 1991). The
original record archive of project will be depositeith The National Trust and
the Cheshire Historic Environment Record.

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009
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2.4.2 The Arts and Humanities Data Service (AHDS) onliaabaseéOnline Access
to index of Archaeological Investigatio(®ASIS) will be completed as part of
the archiving phase of the project.

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009



Crump Weir, Little Bollington, Cheshire: Archaeoical Investigation 8

3 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

31

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.1.4

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The earliest known archaeological activity in thé&lé Bollington area dates to

the Bronze Age, the evidence for which was providgdan archaeological

excavation carried out at Fairy Brow by the Southffbrd Archaeological Group

in 1983. The excavation revealed a burial pit, Wwhtontained cremated human
bones and a tanged knife. The remains were sulgjgetlio-carbon assay, which
provided a date for the burial 0fL500 BC (Faulkner 2005).

The manor of Little Bollington is mentioned in t®mesday Survey of 1086,
which notes that it was owned by the Saxon theghnvaed. Over 5000 mills are
recorded in the Domesday Survey of 1086, with urerof these located in
Cheshire. No mill is mentioned for Little Bollingtat this time, with the closest
mill being in Bowden (Faulkner 2005, 25). A millex first mentioned in the

locale in a Chester County Court Roll of 1260 isaasation with one of two

murders in Bollington that year: ‘A house at Balintwas broken into and the
host and his wife killed. Osbert de Barthomley wasarged with unjustly

accusing Hiche the miller of breaking into his hewd he cut off his head’
(Chester County Court Roll (1260) held by Chestexcdkd Office, cited in

Faulkner 2005, 5).

A qift of land fromc 1312/8 outlines an area of land on the southaidiee River
Bollin, and uses the weir as a landmark:

‘Gift by William son of Nicholas de Bolynton to Jolde Legh and Elena his wife
of all his lands with appurtenances, in the villBdlynton within the following
bounds: beginning at le Were, then following theddie of the channel of the
Bolyn, ascending as far as the bounds of le Hewereepting two acres which
dominus Peter de Dutton holds), from there to tber mcre of John de Legh,
thence following a certain ditch to le stanybro&scdending stanybrok to the land
of Ralph de Clayton under le leghmos, then to lkeepmedusyde, following this
as far as le Cropptedholler, and from there to ker&Vtogether with a meadow
called Ellotsmedu, between the meadow of WilliarhMere and the meadow of
Ralph de Clayton, and with all the land, with apgpoances, which Matilda,
formerly wife of Richard, his son, holds as doweithim the said bounds.’
(Handlist of Arley Charters - John Rylands Libravanchester, cited in Faulkner
2005, 23).

This document is of importance to the present stadyit not only establishes the
existence of a weir by the early fourteenth centimyt also, according to the
interpretation of the location of this piece ofddoy Faulkner, which assumes that
the weir mentioned is in the same location as teegnt weir (see Plate 2 below),
includes the study area (Faulkner 2005, 23). Algjiotihe gift includes land ‘with

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009
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3.1.5

3.1.6

appurtenances’, it is highly unlikely that a milagvlocated on this piece of land at
this time, as the conveyance of a mill would haeerbthe subject of the gift,
rather than the land, if that were the case.

le Were Dunham Park

i River Boilin .

—le hewode

le pekemedusyde "\ le Stanybrok
’ v

Plate 2: Suggested boundary outlined in ¢ 1312f&{daulkner 2005, Fig 1, page 23)

Documents in the Earl of Stamford’s papers lisesavmills within the Barony of
Dunham Massey in 1374, including Bollington MillGR 2/1/1/1 and 2/1/1/2 -
John Rylands Library, Manchester, cited in Faulk2@05, 25). In 1380, there is a
detailed account of the cost of Bollington Mill,ggiesting either that the existing
mill was being renovated or reconstructed, or pbgsthat this was a new
structure in a new location. The document inclucests for ‘parts, for building
and cutting and working on the guides of the wheélghe said mill’; ‘work on
the weir’; and for the manufacture of a new hoppére costs listed also include
‘making four traps for the fishery at Bolynton’ andalt bought for eels’,
indicating the association of the mill with fislapis {bid). In the fifteenth century,
the mill and the associated fishing rights werallisl Henry de Mascy, the bailiff
of the manor and lordship of Dunham Massey (EGR12311 - John Rylands
Library, Manchester, cited in Faulkner 2005, 26).

Further building work at the mill is evident in 13lwith a document listing costs,
including: ‘for excavation for the mill and for txgport of timber and for work on
making and transport of the millstones and alsonfowing the heath land’, and
‘for roofing the said mill’, suggesting a major el of the mill (EGR 2/1/2/2 -

John Rylands Library, Manchester, cited in Faulk2@®5, 11 and 28). The mill
was also repaired in 1416-7, as a document listesh for this and for land
purchased for the repair, possibly as a way of lsumgp the timber required for

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009
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3.1.7

3.1.8

the repairs (EGR 2/1/2/5 - John Rylands Librarynbteester, cited in Faulkner
2005, 11 and 28).

An indenture of the exchange of a piece of land.iitle Bollington in 1628
between William Leigh of Norbury Boothes and Siro@ge Booth of Dunham
Massey, mentions both the mill and mill leat (Milifleame):

‘all that part and parcell of one close or parcélland lyinge near or adioyninge
to the Millnes of the sd Sir George Bouthe afor@sailled or known by the name
of huitteholme and extending westwards (as themfliaf the same Millnes
runneth) soe far as the land of the same Williangh.€in the foresaid close)
reacheth and extendeth it selfe together with #mesffliame beneath one ash
tree nowe growinge upon the sd close of huittehpiwith one little parcel of
land lyinge beneath the Ould Milne hill and in Bogiton aforesaid Between the
Milne ffliame and the River of Bollin conteyninge all fifteen square roodes of
land or thereaboute, bee it more or lesse, beiageefis of the Inheritance of the
sd William Leigh and now in the tenure or occupatiaf the sd Sir George
Booth...” (EGR 1/1/4/13 - John Rylands Library, Mbasaster, cited in Faulkner
2005, 24). This document also mentions a piecard hamed ‘Ould Milne hill’
(ibid), which indicates that an earlier mill may havesibdocated in a different
part of Little Bollington. Unfortunately, the logah of this land is not known,
although Faulkner suggests it is on the north fflehe road from Little
Bollington across the Bollin, in the area of thae {fraulkner 2005, 24).

Three paintings front 1751 by John Harris, show a mill and leat in thene
location as the current Little Bollington Mill aneat, although the mill building is
shown adjacent to the leat rather than straddtintperefore suggesting that there
was an external waterwheel at this time (Faulk@852 29; Plate 3). This, then, is
the earliest evidence for the mill in Little Boljton being located on the same
piece of land as the current mill building.

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009
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Plate 3: A painting by John Harris, ¢ 1751, showthg mill and leat (Dunham Massey, The
Stamford Collection, The National Trust

3.1.9 A map from 1757, marking the proposed route of@&e of Bridgewater’s canal
through Little Bollington (Fig 2), shows the miledt, but no mill building.
Buildings do not appear to be depicted on this atagdl, however, so it is entirely
possible that a mill was still extant on the sitéhés time. A watermill is depicted
on the west side of the River Bollin on Burdett'aprof 1777 (Fig 3), and on the
east side of the river on Swire and Hutchins’ map829 (Fig 4). However, these
early large-scale maps are not accurate in ddtailijstance the mill leat is not
depicted on either), and therefore should be usé&tl waution. The most
important information gained from consulting thessly maps and paintings is
that there was a watermill in this area by 1751.

3.1.10 A lease from 1790, gives some detail of the milildings and associated
structures at this time, and identifies the faet thttle Bollington Mill comprised
two mills, a wheat mill and a meal mill:

‘...all that watercorn mill of him the said Georglarry Earl of Stamford situate
standing and being in Dunham Massey in the saidtyoaf Chester on the Banks
of the River Bollen and commonly called or known thg name of Bollington
Mills together with the waterwheels and other whkeeéive pair of stones Malt
Rollers Dressing Mills Bolting Mills Machinery Img@inents Tools and Tackle
therein and thereunto belonging And also all arelethe usual and accustomed
Soak Suit Grist Toll and Mulcture to the said Weten Mill belonging and the
profits thereof And also all that drying kiln stamgl near to the said watercorn
mill and therewith now occupied And also all thattage or Dwellinghouse with
the garden and Appurtenances thereto belongingtsitand being in Bollington

in the said county of Chester usually demised aa$dd along with the said
watercorn mill’.

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009



Crump Weir, Little Bollington, Cheshire: Archaeoicgl Investigation 12

‘The Waterwheel at the Wheat Mill end is 15’ diaerethe shaft is 7 %2’ long and
21" diameter at the outside end, the ladles ared2@p and 3'5” long, a pit wheel
is fixed on the shaft 9'0” Diameter. The Hood Whadjoining is 12’ Diameter,
the shaft is 6'10” long and 2’ diameter, and thdlda 2'6” deep and 3'2” long. A
pit Wheel is fixed thereto containing twelve iroegsnents with ten cogs in each
segment, which works into a spur wheel to turntthmabling shaft containing 6
iron segments with 10 cogs in each segment. Tumisiraft 14’ long with a face
wheel therein 7’ diameter. Upright shaft 15’ longieh works with a face wheel
and a crown fly-wheel and face wheel thereon. Oaie @f French burr stones
each 4’6” diameter, the lying stone is 7%2” thicloab the stone binding and the
Upper stone 10%%” thick both upon the hem or outsiige’.

‘The waterwheel at the Meal Mill end is 15’ Diametine shaft 810" long and 2’
Diameter, the ladles 20" deep and 3'5” long.” (EGR/5/2/1 - John Rylands
Library, Manchester, cited in Faulkner 2005, 29).

3.1.11 The tithe mapping of this area was consulted fldfname evidence of a former

mill in the area (Fig 5). Three tithe maps were stdted: the Dunham Massey
township tithe of 1839 (EDT 144/2); the undated t(bapproximately
contemporary) Rostherne township tithe (EDT 55424 the Bollington township
tithe of 1839 (EDT 54/2). Table 1 lists the infotma recorded in the tithe
awards for the area of the putative mill.

Tithe Field no. | Owner Occupier Field name

Bollington 96 Earl of Stamford, Robef[tRobert Leather Long MeadoyV
Leather

Bollington 95 Earl of Stamford, Robef[tRobert Leather Sound Field
Leather

Bollington 92 Earl of Stamford, Robef[tRobert Leather Round
Leather Meadow

Bollington 102 Earl of Stamford, RobertRobert Leather House,
Leather orchard

Bollington 103 Earl of Stamford William Toft House and

garden

Rostherne 95 John Mills (lessee), SamugVilliam Lomax Meadow by
Mills  (lessee), Earl of Mill
Stamford

Rostherne 92 Earl of Stamford, (lesse@)idow Walker Orchard
John Hardy

Rostherne 94 Earl of Stamford James Evans Cottages | and

garden

Dunham 740 Earl of Stamford Earl of Stamford Big Meadow

Massey

Dunham 740a Earl of Stamford Martha Walker Bollington

Massey Mill Field

Dunham 739 Earl of Stamford, HannahThomas William| Bollin

Massey Richmond Butterfly Meadow

Dunham 738 Earl of Stamford, SamuelSamuel Starkey Little Meadoy

Massey Starkey

Table 1: Information from the tithe awards for theanham Massey, Rostherne and Bollington

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd
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3.1.12 1t is clear from the tithe awards that the Earbtdmford owned much of the land
in this area by this time. The tithe mapping shawmsill in the location of Little
Bollington Mill, within field 740a ‘Bollington Mill Field’, in Dunham Massey
township. The mill comprises a rectangular buildiaigned approximately
north/south, with a second rectangular buildingopadicular to the first, located
just north of centre on its east side, and extendiwer the mill leat. Field 95, to
the west of the mill is recorded as ‘Meadow by Miil the Rostherne township,
and is presumed to refer to this mill, or an eatheilding in this location. None
of the other fields shown on the tithe mapping dhee side of the Bollin have
names which indicate the former location of a malhd there is no ‘Old Mill
Hill’.

3.1.13 The mill burned down it 1845, and was then replaced by the present bgildin
(Faulkner 2005, 30). The Ordnance Survey firsti@dit” map of 1872 (Fig 6)
depicts the mill as an ‘L’-shaped building, labdll®&ollington Mill (corn)’; the
mill race and weir are also labelled. By the tinfetlee Ordnance Survey first
edition 25” map of 1910 (Fig 7), another range ofldings are depicted at the
mill, on the west bank of the mill leat.

3.1.14 The mill continued producing flour until the middd the twentieth century, and
was modernised in 1938, and was in constant usaglworld War Two. After
the war the mill was used for provender (animaldjeproduction, and then
became a cheese warehouse. Following this, thewasl empty for a time until
being converted to its present residential useen990s (Faulkner 2005, 30).

3.1.15In summary, no mill is listed in Little Bollingtom the Domesday Survey of
1086, but a miller is mentioned in 1260. A weilfirst mentioned inc 1312/18,
and a mill is first mentioned in 1374. From 1374wvards, various documents
indicate the continued presence of a mill in LitBellington. However, the
location of a mill is not known until 1751, whenist shown on a painting in the
location of the present mill building. An area @mld named ‘Ould Milne Hill’ on
a document from 1628, suggests that there was dreremill located in a
different area to the one standing in 1628, howétves not known where Old
Mill Hill was, or where Bollington Mill stood in 183. A detailed description
from ¢ 1312/18, of a piece of land located on the soiaé sf the River Bollin, is
likely to include the study area; there is no mamtwf a mill on this land at this
time. Therefore, whilst the evidence for Old MilillHsuggests that there may
have been at least two locations of mills in LiBellington, there is no evidence
to suggest that a mill was ever located withingtugly area.

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009
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4 EVALUATION RESULTS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

4.1.1 A single trench, measuring 9.6m long and 1.8m wigas placed along the
footprint of the proposed fish passage, some Stheavest of the river bank. The
trench was aligned broadly north-east/south-west] as excavated to a
maximum depth of 1m (Fig 8). No features or artefaf archaeological interest
were identified within the excavated trench.

4.2 RESuLTS

4.2.1 A homogeneous deposit of blue and light braslay, containing no coarse
components, was encountered at a depth of 0.5matientee modern ground
surface. This deposit was seemingly of natural iofigrepresenting the
undisturbed drift geology; this was corroboratedlibyited deeper excavation at
the south-western end of the trench, which washded to confirm that the clay
did not represent the re-deposition of materiabeissed with the remodelling of
the raised river bank.

4.2.2 The natural clay was overlain by a deposit of redttllark grey/light brown sand,
measuring 0.27m thick, and containing few coarsapmnents. The top of this
horizon was exposed at a depth of 0.2m beneatimtitkern ground surface (Plate
4). The layer was sealed by a deposit of mixed, -lonidvn sandy-clay,
representing the topsoil (Plate 5). The topsoil badn disturbed at the south-
western end of the trench, which contained sevieegment of concrete and
broken, machine-pressed bricks, indicative of aenodiate.
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Plate 4: Section of the excavated trench
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5 WATCHING BRIEF

5.1

5.1.1

5.2
5.2.1

INTRODUCTION

An archaeological watching brief was maintainediryiall ground disturbance
associated with the construction work, including thstallation of a temporary
coffer dam and the excavation of a channel forfigtepassage. This was targeted
principally on the mechanical excavation througb bank of the River Bollin,
and was intended to establish whether the rivenmélahad been deliberately
lined with stone; several squared stone blocks/sible on the opposite bank of
the river, although it is uncertain whether theg@esent structural remains.

RESULTS

The temporary coffer dam necessatiated the instaileof steel trench sheets
(Plate 6). Mechanical excavation associated withitistallation of these sheets
did not reveal any archaeological remains withire thver bank, and no

obstructions were present on the river bed, intligathat the river channel had
not been lined with stone blocks. Excavation of ¢thannel for the fish passage,
however, revealed a deposit of angular, quarrieddtone, together with a few
larger stone blocks and occasional fragments ofltmaade brick, situated at a
depth of less than 1m below the modern ground serfRlate 7). The stone had
seemingly been dumped, rather than laid carefblly,nevertheless was likely to
represent a deliberate attempt at improving theriank (Plate 8).

b

%
w2

Plate 6: The temporary coffer dam
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e B3

Plate 7: Stone depositxposed during construction of the fish passagamcbia

%

e ;

Plate 8: Spoil heap showing quantity and type ofstremoved

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009



Crump Weir, Little Bollington, Cheshire: Archaeoicgl Investigation 18

6 CONCLUSION

6.1 CONCLUSION

6.1.1 The programme of archaeological investigation aased with the construction
of a fish passage around Crump Weir at Little Bgflon has concluded that the
site does not contain any remains of archaeologimalificance, and that the
development work has not had any impact on anyaaalbgical resource within
the area. No artefacts were recovered from theaawibgical works, and none of
the deposits revealed merited palaeo-environmeastsdssment.

6.1.2 A deposit of dumped stone, including occasionafrraents of brick, was
exposed during the course of the watching briat likely that this represented a
deliberate attempt to reinforce the river bank, snikely to have been associated
with a programme of improvements to the river cle@nit seems possible that
these putative improvements were associated wighctimstruction of Crump
Weir, whilst the inclusion of brick fragments sugtgea deposional date no earlier
than the eighteenth century.
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APPENDIX 1: PROJECT DESIGN

Oxford
Archaeology
November 2008 North

CRUMP WEIR,
LITTLE BOLLINGTON,

CHESHIRE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION PROJECT DESIGN

Proposals

The following project design is offered in respotsa request from J Gardiner of Royal
Haskoning UK Ltd, acting on behalf of the EnviromtnAgency, for an archaeological
evaluation in advance of the construction of a fistssage on the River Bollin at Little
Bollington, Cheshire.
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11

11.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

114

1.15

BACKGROUND

CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

In October 2008, Oxford Archaeology North (OA Northas requested by J
Gardiner, of Royal Haskoning UK Ltd, acting on béhaf The Environment

Agency, to submit a costed project design for arhaeological evaluation of
land adjacent to Crump Weir on the River BollinL#tle Bollington, Cheshire

(centred on SJ 7304 8704). The work is requireddwmance of the construction
of a proposed fish passage, which will necessifageexcavation of a narrow
channel across a short section of the field immebjiado the east of the weir.
The evaluation aims to assess the presence, extbaracter, date and
significance of any buried archaeological remaimat tmay survive within the
footprint of the fish passage.

The field evaluation will be coupled with a limitggrogramme of historical

research, designed to place the results of thauati@h in an historical context.
In addition, an archaeological watching brief whié maintained during the
construction of the fish passage. This will be ¢éé&g on earth-moving works
through the raised bank of the River Bollin, anahtended to make a record of
the stonework that is thought to line the riverraiel in this location.

Crump Weir formed part of the water-managementesydior Little Bollington
Mill, which occupies a site on the west bank of River Bollin (Figure 1),
within the county of Cheshire. Little Bollington Mlies on the east bank of the
River Bollin, in the county of Greater Manchestend is entered on the Greater
Manchester Historic Environment Record (SMR No 37286 a site of
archaeological interest.

The manor of Little Bollington is mentioned in tB®mesday Survey of 1086,
whilst documents dated to 1353 refer to a mancoah mill in the locale (Nevell
1997, 42). The exact location of this mill remaunscertain; the present mill,
situated on Brick Kiln Lane on the east bank of tiver, is a five-storey, brick-
built mill, powered by an undershot waterwheel.sTmill was erected in the
1860s, although elements of the associated millHese been dated to the late
eighteenth century (UMAU 2000), suggesting that Hite may have been
occupied by an earlier mill. The extant mill wassideated a Grade Il Listed
Building in 1974.

An archaeological watching brief was carried outtbe mill race and weir in

1999, in conjunction with the erection of a flow-asearing station on the River
Bollin (UMAU 2000). This work concluded that thergtture of the mill leat

comprised ashlar-faced sandstone blocks.
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1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

2.1

211

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY

Oxford Archaeology has over 30 vyears of experiernnoe professional
archaeology, and can provide a professional ant eféective service. We are
the largest employer of archaeologists in the agu(we currently have more
than 300 members of staff) and can thus deployiderable resources with
extensive experience to deal with any archaeolbgiblgations you or your
clients may have. We have offices in Lancaster, i@aige and Oxford, trading
as OA North, OA East, and OA South respectivelpbdéing us to provide a truly
nationwide service. Watching briefs, evaluationsl @xcavations have taken
place within the planning process, to fulfil thequeéements of clients and
planning authorities, to very rigorous timetables.

OA North has the professional expertise and ressute undertake the project
detailed below to a high level of quality and effrecy. OA North isan Institute

of Field Archaeologists (IFA) registered organisation, registration number
17, and all its members of staff operate subjech&lEA Code of Conduct.

AIMSAND OBJECTIVES
ACADEMIC AIMS

The main research aim of the investigation willtbesstablish the presence or
absence of any buried remains of archaeologicatest within the route of the
proposed fish passage. Should any such remain® goobe present, then the
evaluation will seek to characterise their characagtent, level of preservation,
and significanceThe results from the evaluation will provide infation as to
whether further investigation is required prior ttee construction of the fish
passage. The required stages to achieve theseaends follows:

* to excavate a single trench along the route optbposed fish passage;

e to carry out a limited programme of historical s, which will focus on
any surviving documentary evidence pertaining todtudy area;

* to produce a written report that will assess thgnificance of the data
generated by the above fieldwork programme withitoal and regional
context;

* to facilitate the implementation of a strategy thall take account of the
archaeological resource of the site in the finaigle proposals, and satisfy
the requirements of the curatorial archaeologist;

* to maintain an archaeological watching brief durthg excavation of the
river bank as part of the construction of the fistssage. The watching brief
is intended to make an adequate record of any witwkethat lines the river
channel.
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3

3.1

3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.24

3.2.5

METHOD STATEMENT

The following work programme is submitted in linéwthe aims and objectives
summarised above.

FIELDWORK

The evaluation will establish the presence or atserf any previously unknown
archaeological deposits and, if established, Wit test their date, nature, depth
and quality of preservation. The site will be invgsted via a single trench, placed
in the position of the proposed fish passage (igur The trench will have a
maximum total length of 10m, and a minimum width20dm, although may be
stepped out for Health and Safety reasons if deefiggaphy is encountered; the
trench will not be continued into the raised emivaekt that flanks the river.

Excavation of the uppermost levels of modern ovetéa/demolition material

will be undertaken by a machine fitted with a tdesls ditching bucket to the top
of the first significant archaeological level. Thrk will be supervised by a
suitably experienced archaeologist. Spoil from theavation will be stored
adjacent to the trench, and will be backfilled upsompletion of the

archaeological works.

Machine excavation will then be used to define ftdire the extent of any
surviving foundations, floors, and other remainkefgafter, all remains will be
cleaned manually, using either hoes, shovel sogagind/or trowels depending on
the subsoil conditions, to define their extent,unat form and, where possible,
date. All features of archaeological interest wél investigated and recordeékhy
investigation of intact archaeological depositd b exclusively manual. Selected
pits and postholes will normally only be half-seoid, linear features will be
subject to no more than a 10% sample, and extefepees will, where possible,
be sampled by partial rather than complete remdtves.hoped that in terms of the
vertical stratigraphy, maximum information retrievall be achieved through the
examination of sections of cut features.

All information identified in the course of the esitworks will be recorded
stratigraphically, using a system adapted from ths¢d by the Centre for
Archaeology Service of English Heritage, with stiffint pictorial record (plans,
sections and both black and white and colour phafdts) to identify and
illustrate individual features.

Results of the evaluation will be recorded pmo-formacontext sheets. The site

archive will include both a photographic record acdurate large-scale plans and
sections at an appropriate scale (1:50 and 1:20partefacts and ecofacts will be

recorded using the same system, and will be hanaliet stored according to

standard practice (following current Institute o€l8 Archaeologists guidelines)

in order to minimise deterioration.

For the use of: Royal Haskoning UK Ltd © OA North March 2009



Crump Weir, Little Bollington, Cheshire: Archaeoical Investigation 24

3.2.6

3.2.7

3.2.8

3.2.9

A full and detailed photographic record of indivadicontexts will be maintained
and similarly general views from standard view p®iof the overall site at all
stages of the evaluation will be generated. Phafdgr will be undertaken using
35mm cameras on archivable black and white prilmh fas well as colour
transparency, and all frames will include a visibgaduated metric scale.
Extensive use of digital photography will also bedertaken throughout the
course of the fieldwork for presentation purpodesotographs records will be
maintained on special photograppio-formasheets.

Finds policy: all finds will be exposed, lifted, cleaned, baggeid boxed in
accordance with the United Kingdom Institute fomServation (UKIC)First Aid
For Finds 1998 (new edition). All identified finds and deets will be retained,
although certain classes of building material cametimes be discarded after
recording if an appropriate sample is retained.

Environmental Sampling: environmental samples (bulk samples of 30 litres
volume, to be sub-sampled at a later stage) willcblected from stratified
undisturbed deposits of anthropogenic origin, antl particularly target any
negative features (gullies, pits and ditches). Aseasment of the environmental
potential of the site will be undertaken througle texamination of suitable
deposits by the in-house palaeoecological spegiaifio will examine the
potential for further analysis. The assessment avautiude soil pollen analysis
and the retrieval of charred plant macrofossils land molluscs from former dry-
land palaeosols and cut features. In addition,stmaples would be assessed for
plant macrofossils, insect, molluscs and pollermfravaterlogged deposits. The
costs for the palaeoecological assessment areedefis a contingency and will
only be called into effect if good deposits areniifeed and will be subject to the
agreement of archaeological curator and the client.

Treasure: any gold and silver artefacts recovered during toeirse of the
evaluation will be removed to a safe place and ntedoto the local Coroner
according to the procedures relating to the Trea#ot, 1996. Where removal
cannot take place on the same working day as desgpsuitable security will be
employed to protect the finds from theft.

3.2.10 Human Remains. any human remains uncovered will be lefssitu, covered and

protected. No further investigation will continueylond that required to establish
the date and character of the burial. If removassential, the exhumation of any
funerary remains will require the provision of a ra® Office license, under
section 25 of the Burial Act of 1857. An applicatiwill be made by OA North for
the study area on discovery of any such remainstiamdemoval will be carried
out with due care and sensitivity under the envirental health regulations.

3.2.11 Reinstatement: it is understood that there will be no requirenfentreinstatement

of the ground beyond backfilling. The ground wié backfilled, and the ground
will be roughly graded with the machine.
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3.3

3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

3.34

3.3.5

3.3.6

ARCHIVE PREPARATION AND REPORT PRODUCTION

Archive: the results of all archaeological work carried wilt form the basis for
a full archive to professional standards, in acanog with current English
Heritage guidelines Management of Archaeological Project&nd edition,
1991). The project archive represents the collaéiod indexing of all the data
and material gathered during the course of theeptojt will include summary
processing and analysis of all features, finds,pataeoenvironmental data
recovered during fieldwork, which will be catalogugy context.

The deposition of a properly ordered and indexedjept archive in an

appropriate repository is considered an essentidl iategral element of all

archaeological projects by the IFA in that orgatmses code of conduct. OA
North conforms to best practice in the preparabbproject archives for long-

term storage. This archive will be provided in tBeglish Heritage Centre for
Archaeology format and a synthesis will be subrditie the Cheshire HER (the
index to the archive and a copy of the report). Igth practice is to deposit the
original record archive of projects with the apprafe County Record Office.

The deposition and disposal of any artefacts reeaven the evaluation will be
agreed with the legal owner and an appropriatgiet museum.

Except for items subject to the Treasure Act, @éifacts found during the course
of the project will be donated to the receiving ews.

Historical Research: relevant archaeological data, historic mapping and
secondary sources will be consulted in the CourggoRd Offices in Chester
(CRO(C)) and Manchester (CRO(GM)), records held’ bg National Trust, and
OA North’s extensive library and archive.

Report: a draft copy of a written synthetic report will berwarded to the
archaeological curator for comment and approvaér&after, one bound and one
unbound copy of the report will be submitted to thent, and a further three
copies submitted to the Cheshire HER within eigleeks of completion. The
report will include:

* asite location plan related to the national grid;
» the dates on which the fieldwork was undertaken;
e aconcise, non-technical summary of the results;

* a description of the methodology employed, work ertaken and results
obtained;

* plans and sections at an appropriate scale shalwegpcation and position
of deposits and finds located;

e a list of and dates for any finds recovered, anddescription and
interpretation of the deposits identified;
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3.3.7

3.3.8

34
3.4.1

3.4.2

3.4.3

3.4.4

* an assessment of the likely impact of the propdstdpassage on areas of
known and predicted archaeology;

e a copy of this project design, and indications w§ agreed departure from
that design.

The Arts and Humanities Data Service (AHDS) onlidaabase projed@®nline
Access to index of Archaeological Investigatig@a\SIS) will be completed as
part of the archiving phase of the project.

Confidentiality: the final report is designed as a document forispheific use of
the client, and should be treated as such; it tssnitable for publication as an
academic report, or otherwise, without amendmemewaision. Any requirement
to revise or reorder the material for submissiorp@sentation to third parties
beyond the project brief and project design, ordioy other explicit purpose, can
be fulfilled, but will require separate discussamd funding.

OTHER MATTERS

Health and Safety: OA North provides a Health and Safety Statementall
projects and maintains a Unit Safety policy; furtlietails are presented in
Appendix 1All site procedures are in accordance with thiel@uce set out in the
Health and Safety Manual compiled by the Standingnf@&ence of
Archaeological Unit Managers (1997). A written rilssessment will be
undertaken in advance of project commencement aples will be made
available on request to all interested parties. \iAth uses a CAT-Scan device
prior to any excavation to test for services asaten of course, and will pay
particular attention to the service information iigd by the Client. All OA
North staff will be equipped with hard hats, saféiyots, and high-visibility
jackets.

Access. access to the study area will be afforded viaf#éineyard of Bollington
House Farm, along the concrete-surfaced trackaarmks the stone-built culvert
over Sutts Hollow Brook. It is assumed that the iEonment Agency/National
Trust will liase with the tenant farmer regardirggess.

Fencing: the costings have not allowed for the installabbisecure fencing. OA
North can supply and erect appropriate fencingdgfuired, although this will be
subject to additional costing.

Insurance: the insurance in respect of claims for personairynto or the death
of any person under a contract of service withuhi¢ and arising out of an in the
course of such person's employment shall compli wie employers' liability
(Compulsory Insurance) Act 1969 and any statutodeis made there under. For
all other claims to cover the liability of OA Nortim respect of personal injury or
damage to property by negligence of OA North or ahyts employees, there
applies the insurance cover of £2m for any one mweoge or series of
occurrences arising out of one event.
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4.1

4.2
4.3

4.4

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

WORK TIMETABLE

A one-day period should be allowed to excavateprecand backfill the
evaluation trench.

Two days will be required to carry out the histaticesearch.

The duration of the watching brief will be dependaepon the timetable of the
construction works associated with constructionfible passage. However, it is
not envisaged that an archaeological presencebwitequired for more than two
days, whilst a trench is excavated through the loditke River Bollin.

A report will be submitted within six weeks of tbempletion of the fieldwork.

STAFFING PROPOSALS

The project will be under the overall chargelah Miller BA FSA (OA North
Senior Project Manager) to whom all correspondehceild be addressed.

The evaluation will be undertaken ean McPhillips (OA North Project
Officer). Sean has considerable experience of aaibgical evaluations and
excavations, and has directed numerous such psdfectughout the North West.
Sean will be assisted by at least one technicitmugh extra staff can be called
upon if required.

Assessment of the finds from the evaluation willumelertaken by OA North's
in-house finds specialisthristine Howard-Davis (OA North Finds Manager).
Christine acts as OA North’s in-house finds spéstialand has an extensive
knowledge of all finds of all periods from archamgital sites in northern
England.

Assessment of any palaeoenvironmental samplesdwillndertaken by, or under
the auspices dElizabeth Huckerby M Sc (OA North Project Officer). Elizabeth
has extensive knowledge of the palaeoecology ofNbegh West through her
work on the English Heritage-funded North West \Atetls Survey.
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Proposed route of the Duke of Bridgewater's Canal through Little Bollington, 1757 (National Trust)
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Figure 3: Burdett's map of the County of Cheshire, 1777
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Figure 4: Swire and Hutchins' map of the County of Cheshire, 1829
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Figure 5: Tithe maps for Dunham Masssey, Rostherne and Bollington, ¢1830s
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Figure 6: Site location shown on the Ordnance Survey 6" map, 1872
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Figure 7: Site location shown on the Ordnance Survey 25" map, 1910
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Figure 8: South-west-facing section of the trench




