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Abbey House Hotel, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria: archaeological watching brief 2

SUMMARY

During June and September 2000 and April 2001, fixfsrchaeology North (OA
North) in its former guise as the Lancaster Unigrdrchaeological Unit (LUAU)
undertook a watching brief at the Abbey House HdBarrow-in-Furness, Cumbria
(SD 2172 7214). The work was carried out on beb&lNorthwest Projects (2000)
Ltd. The aim of the watching brief was to record aignificant deposits uncovered
during minor excavations associated with the cortin of an extension to the hotel,
which liesc 375m north-north-west of Furness Abbey.

The site of the works was located to the north eest of the main hotel building. The
works consisted of a small area adjacent to théhneall of the hotel (Area 1); a
trench running west-north-west/east-south-east ffgea 1 across the gardens to the
east of the hotel, before turning south-south-w@sta 2); and finally, a trench
excavated to the north-east of the hotel, betwdenproposed extension and the
boundary wall to the east (Area 3).

The deposits uncovered demonstrated the presenoelyopost-medieval features in
the first two areas but in the third area, northhef North Lodge, a sandstone wall was
discovered. Although no certain date was obtaiedHe wall it probably represents
an earlier continuation of the course of the stauadl. There is a drastic turn in the
existing one and the section of wall revealed isaonidentical alignment, which
therefore suggests that the wall is post-mediavalate but may indicate an earlier
boundary which may have coincided with the alignmenh the precinct wall
surrounding Furness Abbey.

For the use of Northwest Projects (2000) Ltd © OA North: January 2002
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

CONTRACT BACKGROUND

An application was submitted by Robert Tukesgociates to Barrow Borough
Council for a three-storey extension to the Abbeust Hotel, Abbey Road,
Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria (SD 2172 7214). The Hstsvithin the grounds
of the Scheduled Ancient Monument of Furness Abfey 13572) and,
consequently, in order to secure planning permis&o the proposed works,
Robert Turley Associates were required to undertake archaeological
assessment of the site of the proposed extensioorder to inform an
application for Scheduled Monument Consent (SMQ)e Bssessment was
carried out by the former Lancaster University Axeblogical Unit (LUAU) in
July/August 1999 (LUAU 1999), concluding that, bs tlevelopment site lies
high on a cliff above the abbey, it was unlikelwttlthis area ever included
monastic buildings; however, as it was within tliegnct wall, the area may
have been exploited, for instance, for the quagnoh natural resources, and
archaeological remains for any such use may hamgved. Consequently, a
watching brief on the groundworks associated wita hotel extension was
recommended. SMC and planning permission were ggambr the hotel
extension, with the construction undertaken by MNeést Projects (2000) Ltd
(hereafter the 'client’), who were appointed PpatiContractor for the project.
The following report presents the results of a Wwaig brief undertaken by
Oxford Archaeology North (in its former guise asAU) on the groundworks
associated with the new extension.

METHODOLOGY

A programme of intermittent field observation toolaqd on the following

dates: 21st June 2000; 12th September 2000; andApth 2001. The

fieldwork accurately recorded the location, exteatd character of all
surviving archaeological features and/or depositiiwthe excavations in the
course of the proposed development works. The workprised observation
during the excavation for these works, the systenmeatamination of subsoil
horizons exposed during the course of the grounkisyoand the accurate
recording of all archaeological features and harizaand artefacts, identified
during observation. The recording consisted of # fiescription and

preliminary classification of features or materiaksvealed, diagrammatic,
measured drawings, and a simultaneous photograpdeord in both

monochrome and colour formats.

A full archive of the watching brief was preed to a professional standard in
accordance with current IFA and English Heritagedeglines (1991). The
archive will be lodged with Cumbria County Recorffi€@ (Barrow Office)
and a summary lodged with the National MonumentsoRE(NMR). A copy

For the use of Northwest Projects (2000) Ltd © OA North: January 2002
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of this report will be submitted to English Herieags part of the conditions of
SMC.
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2. BACKGROUND

21

211

22

221

2.3

231

2.3.2

2.3.3

THE SITE

The Abbey House Hotel and grounds (SD 2172){2there the works for the
extension took place, lie at the top of the stadpesVale of Nightshade about
375m north-north-west of the remains of Furness &ibwithin the defined

Scheduled Monument area of the monastic remains 18572). The Abbey

House Hotel itself is located two miles to the haot Barrow-in Furness, just
off the A590 to Ulverston (Fig 1). It falls withithe district of Lonsdale North
of the Sands in the liberty of Furness, and wad 4291 in Westmorland

(Farrer and Brownbill 1914). It then became a pairtLancashire, until

boundary changes in 1974 created the present cotiR@ymbria.

GEOLOGY AND SOILS

The site is in an area of geology incorpogatinick beds of Carboniferous
sediments, including the red St Bees sandstonehdath the abbey is almost
entirely built. There are also mudstones and lioress, the latter including
large deposits of iron ore, either in veins or gogs’, conical formations
unique to South Cumbria (Young 1990, 2). The abtsgjf stands on alluvial
deposits but the study area, high above it onff ibuilt on boulder claydp
cit, np).

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Prehistoric Period: although possible evidence for Upper Palaeolidtuitvity
has been uncovered relatively close by at Bartalt8h Scales (Hodgkinsaeh

al 2000), current evidence suggests that settletsgesmanently occupied the
Furness region during the Mesolithic period, betw&)00bc and 3500bc,
exploiting coastal sites particularly centred orgéaparts of the west coast of
Walney Island. The use of cave sites is also kndwom which a meagre
amount of evidence for activity has been reveateth as a bone harpoon
point from Bonfire Scar Cave, Scales (Hodgkinsoa 2000).

There is some scattered evidence for actintgughout the Neolithic and
Bronze Age periods, with pottery and arrowheaddah periods found in
close proximity. The main artefacts recovered frdmse periods are the
polished stone axes, adzes and axe-hammers, whehfoand scattered
throughout the area, especially north of the Funesninsula, around the
Duddon Estuaryibid).

Iron Age activity is not well represented witthe archaeological record for
the region. Bucket-shaped pottery, with parallelautefacts found on Scottish
Iron Age broch sites, has also been found on sotesg, @nd flint-working of

beach pebbles appears also to have carried othimtioon Age (Barnes 1968).

For the use of Northwest Projects (2000) Ltd © OA North: January 2002
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234

2.3.5

2.3.6

2.3.7

2.3.8

It is possible that the area was occupied byS#antii, a tribe subject to the
Brigantes who controlled much of the north of England (B&1i€868; Higham
1986).

Roman Period: Barnes (1968) states: ‘evidence of Roman occupaito
Furness is entirely wanting’. The area is describsdbeing quite lawless
throughout the period, with continuous raids frooottand and Ireland frora
AD 220 and in the latter part of the fourth cent(arnes 1968). Some finds
are known from the area but no definite settlensées of this date have been
located. The nearest forts are at Ravenglass todhé-west, Watercrook to
the north-east and Lancaster to the south-westfallhich would have been
too distant to have exerted much continuous foncethe local population
(Shotter 1997).

Early Medieval Period: the presence of Anglian and Scandanvaian influence
are traceable through local place names, the fofraer Northumbria and the
later from Scotland and Ireland (Cameron 1998).n8anavian settlement is
thought to have been from coastal bridgeheads, asiddarrow (derived from
the Scandinaviamarrai - Barnes 1968), moving onto the higher ground of
northern Furness. Throughout this early period firobable that Furness came
under a number of different rulers, as the kingdashsNorthumbria and
Strathclyde battled for supremacy in Cumbria (Kyki®62).

Furness is not mentioned in the Domesday guw¥&086 (Faull and Stinson
1986), and little is known of the area until theiidation of the Abbey. The
study area lay near the township of Dalton, whiakbpbly represented the first
significant settlement of the area (Ross 1884, ,182) the area had belonged
to Earl Tostig, brother to Harold Godwinson, ast p#Hrthe large estate of
Amounderness which encompassed the Furness pemihsl065, Earl Tostig
was expelled for bad government, and was eventuggilaced by Morcar, son
of Edwin of Mercia (Farrer and Brownbill 1914).

In the immediate post-Conquest period, Kinglisvin | gave Furness and the
Liberty of Lancaster to Roger de Poitou, a Norn@md.|He seems to have had
problems holding a number of his lands, and mucthefarea is recorded as
waste in Domesday (Fuall and Stinson 1986). Roggained his Lancashire
estates in the early 1090s, and held onto themafalecade until he was
stripped of them in 1102 for his part in a rebelliby Robert Belléme, in
opposition to the succession of the king’'s youngest, Henry | (Kenyon
1991).

Later Medieval Period: by the early twelfth century a recovery seemséaweh
been taking place in Furness. Henry | gave the &simece estates to Stephen,
Count of Boulogne between 1114 and 1116 (lateet&ing Stephen) and also
granted lands to Michael le Fleming (also callecciMiel de Furness), who
raised a motte and bailley castle at Aldingham fiilt Aldingham Church
(Farrer and Brownbill 1914). In 1127, Stephen g#ne forest of Furness
(almost all of lower Furness and parts of uppengss) to Ewan D’Avranches,
an abbot based at Tulketh near Preston (since 1Itth the Abbey of
Savigny in France. Ewan moved to Beckansgill nealtdd, and a start was

For the use of Northwest Projects (2000) Ltd © OA North: January 2002
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made on the construction of the great Abbey of Sty now known as
Furness Abbey (Walton 1984). From then on, Furmess split between lands
held by le Fleming and the Abbey (Kenyon 1991).

2.3.9 The Savignac order merged with the Cistercians147 and the power and
wealth of the Abbey grew, so that by the end of tinelfth century it was
unchallenged in Furness. Land was acquired, cleamdctultivated until much
of the western part of the Lake District came urtderAbbot’s control; records
suggest that by the end of the twelfth century abey had brought two
thousand new acres of land into production throalgiarance of forest and
scrub land (Atkinson 1887a; 1887b). Grazing andeotiights, along with
estates, were held in parts of Lancashire and Yadksand daughter abbeys
were created in Ireland, Shropshire and the IsMaf. The land was managed
with new techniques to the great profit of the @rdend was brought under
cultivation and granges or feeder farms were estadxd. The Abbey became
wealthy through farming and trade, particularlynool and grain. Farms were
also let to tenants; the local populace servedAthieey, and claimed benefits
such as food, education and employment from theeglh return (Barnes
1968). Dalton, which is to the north of the studgaa was the chief secular
centre for the abbey both for trade and administnaéind acted as the parish
and market focus for the region until the dissolutiof the monastery,
whereupon the settlement declined and Ulverstok toger as the market
centre (Walton 1984)At its height Furness Abbey was the second largest
Cistercian house in the north of the country (Faared Brownbill 1914).

2.3.10 There is evidence to suggest that latersimigtory the abbey's fortunes were
less favourable. The Wars of Independence withl&wdtand the problems of
border raiding eventually involved the Furness gsege also sectioR.3.12).
There are records of two raids by Robert the Bincg316 and 1322, during
the second of which the then abbot, John Cockerhaning to secure minimal
destruction of the abbey and its lands, paid aomngHarrison 1998, 27).
Larger scale problems were also occurring in theté@nth century in the form
of plague, including the Black Death, famine anel dimgoing war with France.
All these aspects had an indirect impact on the@ay of the Cistercian order
and, as part of this, Furness Abbey withdrew sorhétsoresources from
agricultural pursuits. The land it held was renved and income derived from
these rents instead of through farming. In genénalstatus and function of the
abbey was in gradual decline up to the Dissolutibthe Monasteries (Farrer
and Brownbill 1914).

2.3.11 The Dissolution of the Abbey on 9th April ¥58arked the end of the great
monastic period. The Abbey was dismantled andtdeftiin (bid); continuous
stone-robbing in the area resulted in dressed dagee finding its way into
farms and field walls. In general, Furness contihtoeprosper upon the base of
a rich agriculture; the monastic granges, which ew@n use until the
Dissolution, commonly continued as independent g&arm

2.3.12 The Furness area played an important patierdevelopment of the British
iron industry. The earliest accounts of medievahlaron mining comes from

For the use of Northwest Projects (2000) Ltd © OA North: January 2002
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the Coucher Book of Furness Abbey, a domestic axtcanud record of events
(Atkinson 1887a; 1887b). The source of ore wouldehiaeen the red haematite
ore of the Furness district, and bloomeries wouéVeh been established
adjacent to flowing water for washing the ore, jolittle mention is made in
the book regarding how much ironstone was workedahe sources of fuel
(Knoop 1908). The consistent demand for iron wolidde been one of the
factors that ensured the gradual clearance ofdrestied areas of Low Furness
for charcoal, the main fuel until coke was devetbpethe eighteenth century,
which eventually saw iron smelting move up to Hiflurness by the
Dissolution, and finally caused a stream of Elizhbe legislation to protect
the woodlands from further encroachment (Barnes8198 considerable
quantity of iron would have been used by the Ableg surrounding tenants,
who were bestowed each year with a ton of liverg @or repairing farm
equipment (Knoop 1908).

2.3.13 Post-Medieval Period: the Dissolution of the Monasteries effectively led
Furness Abbey becoming a ruin and from the latbteanth century onwards
the abbey ruins and grounds were greatly appreceageart of what is termed
the 'Picturesque and Romantic' movement (Dade-Rsuer2000). By 1549,
the abbey and various parts of its land were le&s&ldhn Preston of Preston
Patrick. He and his descendants resided in a hadose to the abbey, probably
the modified guesthouse, of which parts may suruivend around the Abbey
Tavern, 300m south-west of the study area (Pagé,1®bl). The estate was
forfeited in the early eighteenth century, and daded through another branch
of the family to the Cavendish family, and by 17{fe dilapidated manor
house was being used as a farmhouse, as shown estada map of that date
(Harrison 1998, 31). In 1923 the Cavendish familgcpd the ruins in the
guardianship of the state (Page 1966, 311).

2.3.14 Industrial expansion took off in the aredha nineteenth century, in the form
of slate quarries to the north of the site andvwranks to the south, utilising the
natural resources of the area but on a far biggémaore organised scale than
previously. Use was also made of the Duddon estwmypart of the
transportation of the raw materials and finishesbpcts.

2.3.15 The Furness Railway was first established846 as a mineral line to carry
haematite and slate to Barrow, and the branchwinieh runs up the coast of
the Duddon estuary was completed in 1850 (Hodgkiesal 2000). The 1851
first edition Ordnance Survey map illustrates the nevagstructed Furness
railway, which lies on the east side of the stutBaaln some areas the land
occupied by the railway is shown as a strip of redrkut land on the 1842
tithe map, so purchase of land must have been ieguny this time for the
railway (LUAU 1999). Several railway schemes hacrbgroposed before
1846. By 1857 the Furness Railway had been comealiethe way to
Lancaster (Harrison 1998). The railway runs throtlgh natural valley below
the Abbey House Hotel and forms part of the laistolny of the site.

2.3.16 The Furness Railway Company bought the fausdobuilding from the
Cavandish family, almost completely rebuilt it, amdised it to attract tourists

For the use of Northwest Projects (2000) Ltd © OA North: January 2002
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to the area. Obviously, the original Furness AbHetel had an excellent view
of the abbey to its advantage but it was also meguilt to link with the
Furness Abbey station, across the tracks from ohbel;nooth of these structures
are shown clearly on the 1851 first edition OrdmaScrvey map and on the
maps in an article on the abbey from 1900 (Hopé1982). The original hotel
seems to have played a significant role in theisburdustry of the area. It was
eventually closed in 1938 and subsequently desdrogel941 by German
bombing; the site is now the visitors' car park Rorness Abbey (Dade-
Robertson 2000; Harrison 1998).

2.3.18 The current Abbey House Hotel, built on #&edént site at the top of the valley
side north-west of the earlier hotel, which wadha valley bottom, was built
in about 1902 to a design by Sir Edwin Luytens (LWA999). In the
construction local red sandstone, of excellent igydirom the quarry at St
Bees was used.

For the use of Northwest Projects (2000) Ltd © OA North: January 2002
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3. RESULTS

3.1

3.1.1

3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.3

3.3.1

I NTRODUCTION

The work at the Abbey House Hotel compriseddlphases of watching brief
which occurred in three separate areas of the gounhe three phases took
place at different intervals: the first in June QO(Area 1); the second in
September 2000 (Area 2) and the third in April 2@Btea 3). Each phase
comprised one day of observation and recording.rébelts are outlined below
and should be viewed in conjunction with Figure 2.

AREA 1

Immediately adjacent to the northern entraiocthe hotel a small area was
stripped using a JCB (Plate 1). After removing thamac and makeup, a
toothless ditching bucket was used to carefullypsin spits the underlying
deposits. The stripping covered an area of apprataiy 12.5m x 12.5m. The
tarmac was about 0.05m in depth, with a furtheb®.2f makeup / sub-base
material below that, consisting of a 0.15m deepiaf pale yellowish brown,
angular, gravely material and below this a 0.1neldaf loose, black ashy stony
material. Beneath the makeup was a layer of fragangrnred sandstone
material, 0.3m deep. This layer seems to represgttase of earlier makeup,
possibly to help level the area for the initial sooction of the Abbey House
Hotel. All of these layers were of post-medievaied&/nderlying the sandstone
layer, at an average depth of 0.5m below the alggnound surface extending
to 0.9m depth, was a layer of undisturbed browrdgasilt, with occasional
clay lenses, almost certainly the natural subddihe area.

There was a total of four features exposeraa 1, all were of post-medieval
date and relate to the Abbey House Hotel. The featuncluded: two pipelines
/ drainage pipes orientated approximately northtiseath-east; a dump of
material and the partially exposed foundationshef northern hotel wall. The
dump of material was approximately 3.5m in diametad 0.65m deep, it
appeared to be partially cut into the natural silbgovas unclear whether it
had cut the red sandstone layer but the contentshef dump clearly
demonstrated a very recent date. The observed finclsded; sandstone
fragments, concrete chunks, glass and bottle stardoricks. It is likely that
the dump may relate to some small scale revamgdipgrb of the hotel.

AREA 2

To the east side of the hotel there is adtah of garden lawn which then
slopes off to the east, dropping down towards teeded sides of the small
valley below. In this area it was necessary to rapially excavate a deep hole
for a holding tank at the top of the slope (Plaje tBis connected to the
drainage system established in Area 1. The excdnaata for the holding tank
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3.3.2

3.34

34

3.4.1

3.4.2

measured 10m x 5m and was 1.1m in depth at thé& eod, shallower at the
south end. The excavation revealed a fairly homeges deposit of reddish
brown, silty loam, which became slightly stoniewstrds the base. A large
number of roots were present in the soil, probdbdyn a tree previously
standing on the site. All the finds observed weostymmedieval ceramics and
glass, which lends support to the suggestion tbatesof the deposits may
result from terracing activity relating to the hote

A trench was excavated from the area of theéilg tank across the lawn and
partially down the slope, in a north-north-easttkeaouth-west orientation,
towards a second smaller hole which was to accomateamanhole. The pipe
trench excavated revealed the same reddish brolyn lsam deposit and

towards its southern end there was evidence offiladkdeposits from an

earlier drainage trench.

The manhole excavation took place using a-thgger and the area subject to
this deeper excavation was 2.5m x 1.2m. The haehed a depth of 2.1m at
which point a concrete and brick surface was enewad. Within this area a
stone-packed drain, utilising two fragments of fadyehewn, red sandstone
was uncovered, these were part of the packing ac#ffil surrounding the
earlier cast iron drainage pipe. The excavationgaked nothing earlier than
post-medieval features and deposits.

AREA 3

To the north-west of the main hotel buildirgg lthe North Lodge. Between the
lodge and the boundary wall further north a trewels excavated for services,
connecting the extension to the services runninggthe A590. The trench
was orientated west-north-west/east-south-eastsuned 23m x 0.65m and
was excavated to a depth of 0.9m. There was appsdgly 0.1m of topsoil
overlying levelling deposits. The levelling depestonsisted of a mixture of
redeposited natural subsoil and topsoil, clinkéatesfragments, bricks and
metal fragments. Below this was the mid brownydittam, natural subsoil.
Only one feature was revealed within the trencithatvestern end.

The feature was located approximately 7m fioenwest end of the trench and
consisted of a wall (Plates 3 and 4) and a possitigar surface associated
with it. The wall was constructed of two elemerms;the south it was of hewn
red sandstone blocks, squared and faced; on thé mare roughly-hewn

blocks of similar red sandstone. The blocks wergasfable size but between
0.45m x 0.4m and 0.65m x 0.4m. No bonding mateva$ evident between
the roughly-hewn blocks but for the squared bldbtlese was apparently a mid
greyish sandy mortar material. The wall was orittaapproximately east-
west, at an oblique angle across the trench. Tinermsions showed the wall to
be 1.1m wide and over 1.7m long, continuing beyibredtrench edges in either
direction. The remains were uncovered at a deptd.4rh below the ground

surface and continued to the maximum excavatechdgpting it a height of at

least 0.5m to the top of the foundations. The feanhg of the southern part of
the exposed section of wall suggests that it mase lmaiginally been in view,
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3.4.3

3.5

3.5.1

3.5.2

implying that a significant amount of infilling hathken place in this area.
There was evidence of a cut for the wall on thetts@ide, which had been
backfilled withinter alia small slate fragments. The cut was also visibl¢hen
north side but here the wall had apparently beerstcacted flush against the
cut. The cut truncated the natural subsoil butrsitlappear to have truncated
the levelling deposits. The wall therefore pre-datiee levelling; however,
since no finds were present a date for the cortstruand use of the wall is
unknown.

Traces of a possible mortar surface were famthe north side of the wall at
the point where the foundation met the wall. Thetemal consisted of a
compacted mid greyish mortar, upto a maximum thesknof 0.15m, similar to
that used to bond the southern face of the wait possible that the material
represents the trampled remains of excess modar ¢donstruction of the wall,
but this raises the question as to why the nortli@ce of the wall was not
mortared.

FINDS

All of the finds observed, including, ceramiggass, metal and building
materials, were noted with relevance to the feataral/or deposits from which
they were derived; none were retained. All the oles finds were of post-
medieval date.

In addition, a record was made of the findg trad been recovered from the
work undertaken by the gateway into the groundsrieethe watching brief had
commenced. Here several pieces of the original ngndend, pulley-operated,
gate opening system were found which opened the ‘gatotely’ from the
North Lodge. The material is currently stored &t tlotal and is to be re-buried
adjacent to the North Lodge when work on the extenisas been completed.
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4. CONCLUSIONS

41 DISCUSSION

4.1.1 The watching brief revealed that there wereremains of archaeological
significance in either Area 1, adjacent to the Im@ide of the Abbey House
Hotel or in Area 2, to the east in the gardens. eél@v in Area 3 the presence
of a sandstone wall of uncertain date is of interBise alignment of the wall is
identical to that of a section of existing stoneutary wall. The stone
boundary wall to the east of the North Lodge hasdisinct kink in its
alignment. It is suggested that the remains ofwth# found in Area 3 are a
continuation of this alignment. This therefore iraplthat the northern kinked
section may represent a more recent change in eoedary. Plans of the
precinct wall of Furness Abbey are only conjectumathis area and since this
wall shows a change of alignment perhaps it alatstat the original course of
the precinct wall in this section (Harrison 199&pé 1900, 232).
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APPENDIX 1: PROJECT DESIGN

L ancaster

University

Archaeological
June 2000 Unit

EXTENSION TO THE ABBEY HOUSE HOTEL,
BARROW-IN-FURNESS
CUMBRIA

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF
PROJECT DESIGN

Proposals

The following project design is offered in response to a request by Mr B Smith, of
Northwest Projects (2000) Ltd, for an archaeological watching brief in advance of an
extension to the Abbey House Hotel, Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria.
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1.2

1.3

1.4

INTRODUCTION

An application has been submitted by RobertejuAssociates to Barrow
Borough Council for a three-storey extension to Al#bey House Hotel,
Abbey Road, Barrow. The proposed extension of titelhs to meet demand
from business tourism in the area. The Hotel isiwithe grounds of Furness
Abbey Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) and, consetly, in order to
secure planning permission for the proposed wdrkdert Turley Associates
were required to undertake an archaeological assedsof the site of the
proposed extension in order to inform an applicatifor Scheduled
Monument Consent (SMC). The assessment was caotiedy Lancaster
University Archaeological Unit (LUAU) in July/Augtsl999, concluding
that, as the development site lies high on a efbve the abbey, it was
unlikely that this area ever included monastic dings; however, as it was
within the precinct wall, the area may have beeplated, such as for
guarrying natural resources, and archaeologicahmsgrfor any such use may
survive. Consequently, a watching brief of the gidworks associated with
the hotel extension was recommended. SMC and plgnpeérmission have
now been granted for the hotel extension, whictoibe built by Northwest
Projects (2000) Ltd (hereafter the 'client’), wiawdr been appointed Principal
Contractor for the project. The following represerst project design to
undertake an archaeological watching brief of #levant groundworks.

Furness Abbey was founded in 1127 by Sauvignackefrom Tulketh in
Lancashire, who were granted lands in Furness dgyt®n of Blois (the future
king of England) and established a new site thkrel147 the Sauvignac
order merged with the Cistercians, with Furnesseéiyirecoming the second
largest Cistercian house in the north of the cquatil its dissolution in the
mid sixteenth century. Its influence in the LakeuBies was immense and its
legacy in part continues to this day in the holdin§the Cavendish family.

The Lancaster University Archaeological Unit AU) has considerable
experience of the assessment and excavation af aitall periods, having
undertaken a great number of small and large geajects during the past 17
years. Evaluations and assessment have taken pldicn the planning
process, to fulfil the requirements of clients got@hning authorities, to very
rigorous timetables. LUAU has the professional etge and resources to
undertake the project detailed below to a highlle¥euality and efficiency.
LUAU is an Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFAggistered organisation,
registration number 27, and all its members off stpérate subject to the IFA
Code of Conduct.

LUAU has particular experience of the Furnesdédbarea through its
extensive building recording and evaluation wonkcsi 1985 undertaken on
behalf of English Heritage on the site of the Ahb&Yyhilst work has

concentrated on the land held in guardianshipatea of the "Amphitheatre"
has also been studied, together with the extenthefprecinct wall, and
excavations and watching briefs have been undertaxehe north of the
current site entrance.

OBJECTIVES
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2.1

2.2

3.1
3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

The following programme has been designed tovigeo for accurate
recording of any archaeological deposits that arstudbed by the
groundworks associated with the development.

A written report will assess the significancetbé data generated by the
watching brief, within a local and regional context

METHOD STATEMENT

WATCHING BRIEF

Methodology: following a site visit on Friday 2nd June 2000 amdlysis of
borehole logs provided by the client, it is cleaattmuch of the site of the
proposed extension is made up of modern terragiediaps associated with
the building of Abbey House Hotel. Following dissisn with English
Heritage's representative responsible for the $dayid Sherlock, it was
decided that if the watching brief revealed extemsireas of modern make-up
it would not be necessary to have a permanent meeseatching brief of all
the groundworks associated with the developmenalyss of the borehole
logs suggests that archaeological remains, if thest in this area, are most
likely to be found in the area closest to the éxgsthotel buildings. A
programme of field observation will accurately netdhe location, extent,
and character of any surviving archaeological fiestand/or deposits within
the excavations in the course of the proposed dpuetnt works. This work
will comprise observation during the excavation ftrese works, the
systematic examination of any subsoil horizons sggaduring the course of
the groundworks, and the accurate recording adrathaeological features and
horizons, and any artefacts, identified during obmsgon. Putative
archaeological features and/or deposits identifigdhe machining process,
together with the immediate vicinity of any suclattees, will be cleaned by
hand, using either hoes, shovel scraping, andéwels depending on the
subsoil conditions, and where appropriate sectalide studied and drawn.
Any such features will be sample excavated (ieectetl pits and postholes
will normally only be half-sectioned, linear featsrwill be subject to no
more than a 10% sample, and extensive layers willere possible, be
sampled by partial rather than complete removal).

During this phase of work, recording will camsp a full description and

preliminary classification of features or materiedsealed, and their accurate
location (either on plan and/or section, and agl grmoordinates where
appropriate). Features will be planned accuratélgppropriate scales and
annotated on to a large scale plan provided byGhent. A photographic

record will be undertaken simultaneously.

All artefacts and ecofacts will be recordedihgisa system ofpro forma
recording sheets, and will be handled and storezbrdig to standard
practice (following current Institute of Field Aradologists guidelines) in
order to minimise deterioration.
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3.1.4 It is assumed that LUAU will have the authoti® stop the works for a
sufficient time period to enable the recording miportant deposits. It may
also be necessary to call in additional archaecédgsupport if a find of
particular importance is identified or a high dénsof archaeology is
discovered, but this would only be called into effen agreement with the
Client and the representative of English Heritage will require a variation
to costing. Also, should evidence of burials bentded, the 1857 Burial Act
would apply and a Home Office Licence would be s$augrhis would
involve all work ceasing until the proper auth@stiwere happy for burials to
be removed. In normal circumstances, field recardivill also include a
continual process of analysis, evaluation, andrpmétation of the data, in
order to establish the necessity for any furtherametailed recording that
may prove essential.

3.1.6  Full regard will, of course, be given to ahstraints (services etc.), as well as
to all Health and Safety regulations. LUAU providesHealth and Safety
Statement for all projects and maintains a UniteSafpolicy. All site
procedures are in accordance with the guidanceosein the Health and
Safety Manual compiled by the Standing Confereridénit Managers.

3.2 ARCHIVE/REPORT

3.2.1 Archive: The results of all archaeological work carried duting fieldwork
will form the basis for a full archive to professa standards, in accordance
with current English Heritage guidelineMdgnagement of Archaeological
Projects, 2nd edition, 1991). The project archive represéné collation and
indexing of all the data and material gatheredrduthe course of the project.
The deposition of a properly ordered and indexeodjept archive in an
appropriate repository is considered an essentidliategral element of all
archaeological projects by the IFA in that orgatises code of conduct.
LUAU conforms to best practice in the preparatidnpmject archives for
long-term storage. This archive will be providedthee English Heritage
Centre for Archaeology Service format. LUAU praetics to deposit the
original record archive of projects (paper, magnetd plastic media) with
the appropriate County Record Office, and a fufpycof the record archive
(microform or microfiche) together with the matériarchive (artefacts,
ecofacts, and samples) with an appropriate musedimerever possible,
LUAU recommends the deposition of such materialainocal museum
approved by the Museums and Galleries Commissiod, \&ould make
appropriate arrangements with the designated mussuthe outset of the
project for the proper labelling, packaging, andeasioning of all material
recovered.

3.2.2 Report: One bound copy of a written synthetic report wélsubmitted to the
Client and a further copy submitted to English kdge within eight weeks of
completion of fieldwork. The report will includecapy of this project design,
and indications of any agreed departure from thestigmh. It will present,
summarise, and interpret the results of the programetailed above and will
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3.2.3

3.24

4.2

4.3

5.2

5.3

include a full index of archaeological featuresniifged in the course of the
project, with an assessment of the overall straplyy, together with

appropriate illustrations, including detailed plaared sections indicating the
locations of archaeological features. Any finds oxezed from the

excavations will be assessed with reference tordtoal material and any
particular or unusual features of the assemblatide/highlighted.

It should be noted that if no significant aeblogical remains are recovered
then a formal archaeological report will not betten. If this proves to be the
case then a letter to this effect will be senthe tlient and copied to the
representative of English Heritage.

Confidentiality: All internal reports to the client are designeddasuments
for the specific use of the Client, for the parkzuypurpose as defined in the
project brief and project design, and should baté@ as such. They are not
suitable for publication as academic documents thrervise without
amendment or revision.

WORK TIMETABLE

LUAU could commence the watching brief withinotwweeks of receipt of
written notification from the client.

The duration of the watching brief is dependent the duration of the
groundworks for the development and, consequeatiythis stage it is not
possible to give a precise figure for the numbepearson days for each stage
of the project.

The client report will be completed within eigiteks following completion
of the fieldwork.

STAFFING

The project will be under the direct managenoétian L upton PhD MIFA
(Project Manager) to whom all correspondence shbeldddressed.

Present timetabling constraints preclude datpiat this stage exactly who
will be undertaking the watching brief.

Assessment of any finds will be undertaken byAWs$ in-house finds
specialist Christine Howard-Davis BA MIFA (LUAU project officer).
Christine acts as LUAU's in-house finds speciakstd has extensive
knowledge of all finds of all periods from archamgtal sites in northern
England. As well as specialist knowledge regardRiognan glass, metalwork,
and leather, the recording and management of watped wood, and most
aspects of wetland and environmental archaeoldyy,is a prehistorian of
considerable experience.
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6 INSURANCE

6.1 LUAU has a professional indemnity cover to aueabf £2,000,000; proof of
which can be supplied as required.
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ILLUSTRATIONS
Figure 1 Site Location
Figure 2 Location of works and features
Plate 1 Section in Area 1: looking south-west
Plate 2 Excavation for the holding tank in Areadaiding south-west
Plate 3 Wall seen in Area 3 and its surroundingskiloy north-east
Plate 4 Close up of south face of wall: looking west
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Plate 2 Excavation for the holding tank in Aredo®king south-west
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Plate 4 Close up of south face of wall: lookingstve
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