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3-5 Damside Street, Lancaster: Archaeological Bogdnvestigation 2

SUMMARY

An archaeological building investigation of numb&% Damside Street, Lancaster
(SD 4778 6181), was undertaken by Oxford Archaepldbprth (OA North) in
response to a request by Lancashire County Coémchaeology Sevice. This was
due to a proposal to redevelop the building foridesstial use by Cable Street
Developments. A Level ll-type survey was carried, othich consisted of a physical
inspection of the fabric combined with written gpldotographic records, as well as
the production of plans of the principal floors andross section.

The site is situated on the edge of the medievgldfiLancaster, in an area that saw
rapid and large-scale expansion during the midteggith century at which time
Lancaster became one of the wealthiest sea-poEsgfand. It is not known when the
site was first occupied but a building is showmapproximately the position of 3-5
Damside Street as early as 1610. This is unlikellye the present structure however,
as in 1778 there is nothing shown in this positiball.

The investigation of the structure revealed thremnnphases of development. The
first of these related to its initial constructiomhen it comprised a simple square
block with a roughly symmetrical plan with doorstire sides, and probably the front,
and loading doors to the front and back. It mayehaeted as a small warehouse at
this time, possibly divided between two ownerdhaligh part may have been used as
a shop or for some other function. The second pkasethe addition of an outshut to
the rear. This in turn led to a number of windowd doors going out of use and some
internal rearrangement. The whole building may hbe®nged to a single owner at
this time, and a large part of the ground floor {dduave been given over to use as a
shop. The third phase consisted entirely of modsamd,largely superficial, alterations.
Stud walls were added to a number of rooms, digidieem up into smaller spaces,
and new stairs were added. An additional attic spaay also have been created at
this time, and the building was used entirely ak@p.

3-5 Damside Street is an interesting property endbntext of the development of this
part of Lancaster being, as it is on the edge batwbe old town to the west and
south and the new town of the eighteenth centupeonorth. It seems likely that it
dates to the end of the eighteenth century or béwgnof the nineteenth century,
although this is not certain and some aspects@pgpearance seem earlier. Certainly
there is evidence for early activity in this araad a collection of artefacts found on
site uncovered by recent excavation range in dat@ the thirteenth to nineteenth
centuries.

It is recommended that a watching brief or evabratshould be undertaken in
advance of redevelopment, depending on the exfehttare ground work, but that
there is no need for further examination of theding itself.

For the use of Cable Street Developments © OA North: October 2003
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.1.2

1.1.3

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

Following a proposal by Cable Street Develousé redevelop 3-5 Damside
Street, Lancaster (SD 4778 6181), a programme afagiological recording

was recommended by the Lancaster City Archaeolofiss was to consist of
a Level lI-type survey (RCHME 1996). OA North wasquested by Cable
Street Developments to carry out the project asdna formal brief was

issued, a verbal project design based on similecgsi of work (particularly

those previously carried out for Cable Street Deprilents) was agreed.

The building making up 3-5 Damside Street fiermer warehouse and makes
up part of the historic quayside of Lancasters kurrently empty and derelict,
with structural problems apparent on the east sidd,was most recently used
as a shop. It is situated on the east end of DanfSicket, on the corner with
Calkeld Lane, which runs off Church Street. Thdding is orientated slightly
northeast/southwest, but for the purposes of gpsnt it will be referred to as
orientated north/south, with the front to the north

The building investigation was carried ouSgptember 2003.

For the use of Cable Street Developments © OA North: October 2003
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2. METHODOLOGY

21

211

21.2

2.1.3

2.2

221

BUILDING INVESTIGATION

Introduction: a Level Il type survey was undertaken. This cstssiof an
essentially descriptive record, incorporating plafisshe main floors and a
cross section. The interpretation is limited tori@ftconsideration of form and
function and a general outline of the developméhe building.

Site Survey: written records were made of all parts of thelding using OA
North pro-formarecord sheets. These consist of a relatively lahgsfcription
of each room, elevations and other structural BetBians of the main floors
and a section were produced by hand annotatingtectk plans supplied by
the client.

Photographic Archive: photographs were taken in both colour slide dadko

and white 35mm prints. These covered both genesécs of the building
and details of features of architectural or hist@rinterest. A written record of
each of the photographs taken was also made.

ARCHIVE

A full professional archive has been compiledaccordance with project
designs for similar projects, and in accordancé wiirrent Institute of Field
Archaeologists and English Heritage guidelines (EBhgHeritage 1991). The
paper and digital archive will be deposited witle tBounty Record Office in
Preston on completion of the project, and a copyth& report will be
deposited with the Lancashire Sites and Monumeat®fl, also in Preston.

For the use of Cable Street Developments © OA North: October 2003
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3. BACKGROUND

31

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

HISTORY AND ARCHAEOL OGY

Prehistoric and Roman: the settlement of Lancaster is known to have bhegu
in at least the Neolithic, although the nature had evidence is scattered and
fragmentary (Penney 1981, 9). This remains the ctiweughout the
prehistoric period, with only the occasional buaald find of metal weapons
identified across the cityiid). The Roman occupation, from which the
development of the modern city grew, began at titkcoé the first century AD.
A series of forts were built on Castle Hill, theest phase being a major
rebuilding during the fourth century, commandingasition overlooking the
crossing of the River Lune (LUAU 1992, 2). The ramost certainly came
closer to Damside Street at this tinilgid). The final phase of building of the
fort including a section of wall (which still stasidn places and is known as
the Wery Wall), thought to have been intended tmqut the harbouril{id).
Civilian settlement within Lancaster was concemidabn what is now Church
Street, although its full extent remains uncer{@id). In the area of Damside
Street limited archaeological excavations have aklee Roman deposits
buried beneath layers of silt, perhaps indicatif’gplmases of inundation and
sea-level change (LUAU 1992, 3). Excavations ondbmner of St George’s
Quay and Damside Street also identified Roman amdiewal deposits,
although these were disturbed by post-medieval irs(®A North 2003c¢).

Medieval: following the collapse of Roman administratiomsilikely that parts
of the city remained in constant use, and that mesnaf stone buildings and
parts of the fort may have been visible for a numbike centuries (White
2000a, 33). Evidence in the form of cross fragmémiad in 1903 in the walls
of the priory and a hoard of Northumbri&tycassuggests that a monastery
may have existed at an early date on Castle dpl ¢it, 34). The earliest
records divide the city into ‘Lancaster’ and ‘Churtancaster’, but this is
probably a political division rather than a physiane (bid). In 1193
Lancaster received its first charter granting bgtostatus, although this may
be a reflection of an already existing situatiap (cit 35). References to
Calkeld Lane are known as early as the thirteeetitucy, a word derived
from the Norse for ‘cold water, suggesting thae threa was of some
significance in the early medieval period (LUAU 299). A mill is known to
have existed from the twelfth century situated meothe north end of
Calkeld Lane on the edge of Green Ayre, with thi leat taking the route of
present day Damside Stre#tid).

A bridge, probably constructed of timber, asrthe River Lune is referred to
as early as 1215 (LUAU 1992, 3). A stone structuas built in the fifteenth
century as shown on Speed's map of 1610. The pbrtamcaster was
apparently not well developed during the mediewaiqa, although it is not
until the seventeenth century that map evidencevshehat appears to be a
quay (bid). During the eighteenth century, however, Lang&stiortunes
changed, and its port developed at a tremendoeas|ratreased trade with the
West Indies lead to Lancaster becoming one of trenfost seaports in

For the use of Cable Street Developments © OA North: October 2003
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England ibid). As a consequence the city expanded, with a nunobe
formerly empty blocks becoming filled and the landhe east quickly being
developed (see Mackreth 1778). Damside Streef itsed created during this
time, although the buildings along its south sidd probably been established
for some time (Penney 1981, 25). The first purpmsét quay was off Cable
Street, and it was those closely involved with itirenagement of the port that
were quick to take advantage of the changing feusf the town (OA North
2003a). Excavations at the site of the bus staiioiDamside Street identified
the remains of a number of eighteenth century rousth cellars, within less
than 100m of the site (LUAU 2000). This demonssatieat the extent of
expansion into this part of the city at that tines fpartially been lost by later
developments.

3.1.4 History of 3-5 Damside Street: as no desk-based assessment was undertaken
as part of this project it is not possible to pdwvia detailed history of the
building. A few general details can be identifieg beference to maps
however. The earliest map of Lancaster (Speed 1BHde 1) shows Calkeld
Lane and houses along Church Street. The mill {ib8) is also shown, with
a building opposite to the south in the approxinsaisa of the site. The plan of
Lancaster in 1684 (Docton 1957; Plate 2) is everemevealing, as it appears
to show a building in the exact position of theslt is, of course, not certain
that this is the same building, however, but it lehow that there were
structures in the immediate vicinity from an eaibte. There is a substantial
gap in the map evidence from this point, althougteoearly buildings were
present on Damside Street, one dated 1687 (Perf&ly, 25). Buildings of
such a date rarely survive in Lancaster, in pachbse of recent demolition
and rebuilding, and in part because of a move duitie seventeenth century
towards building with stone and slate to reducert$le of fire (Penney 1981,
22-25). The next map, of 1778 (Mackreth; PlatesBpws no building on the
site, and the plot is shown as empty. This may laN@ved the demolition of
earlier buildings as the east part of town was veldgped during this time.
There appears to have been a building on the gaéaoon after as both
Clarke’s map of 1807 and Binns’s of 1821 (reproduice\White 2000b) show
buildings in this position, although they lack detBy the time the detailed
maps of the Ordnance Survey 25”: 1 mile are produd&93; Plate 4), 3-5
Damside Street had taken its present form.

For the use of Cable Street Developments © OA North: October 2003
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4. RESULTS

4.1

41.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

4.1.4

BUILDING INVESTIGATION

Introduction: for the purposes of the investigation, the buaddiwas divided
into ten rooms, four on the ground floor (Fig 2yefon the first (Fig 3) and
one on the second (Fig 4). The front (north) eadinfig onto Damside Street,
is essentially square; with a small outshut to thar making the whole
building into a rectangle. The front consists obtstoreys with an attic, while
the back is only 1% storeys high.

Fabric: the main structural elements are built of buftsgone. The internal
walls are also largely built of gritstone, with sermodern stud partition. The
roof is slate on a timber frame, while modern @dsbard and hardboard
finish the internal ceilings. The floors are typigaconcrete or stone on the
ground floor and timber on all other floors. Thellware generally finished
with paint, and in some cases plaster.

External Elevation, North: this forms the front of the building (Plate 5). |
comprises courses of roughly dressed gritstonekblowhich have been
painted, with quoins at the corners. On the grofladr, a large aperture
forming both a large window and a doorway domindtes right side. The
window is formed by a large single pane, with tomgnd groove boards
below, and is evidently modern, as is the door. dihiire opening is evidently
a later insertion and has an iron I-beam linteleréhis a second large window
towards the centre of the ground floor, which appeaiginal, with what is
probably a large stone lintel, up to 0.5m wide.the left of this is a doorway
with splayed timber jambs and surrounds formingpsmpilasters, with a
timber facia board across the top. On the firsdrfithere is a tall doorway on
the left side with a plank door and plain surroufd.the right of this there are
two windows, the central one (which is at a slightiwer level) consisting of
a single 9-light opening, and that to the right posing a 12-light sliding sash
with a deep casement. Along the roofline, rows adjgrting brick corbels
support a square timber gutter. Above the doornmahe left side a beam also
projects, onto which is attached an iron hoistiogkh There are additionally
some modern fittings such as lights across the evietg#vation. The roof is
slate with, possibly ceramic, ridge tiles.

External Elevation, East: this comprises the same build as the front, with
quoins at the corners, and forms the gable endhefmain block of the
building (Plate 6). The quoins on the right sideséhdoeen recessed below
c2.2m high to provide wagon access. The left side bheen extended by a
single pitch outshut. On the ground floor thera tentral opening with a large
stone lintel, currently acting as a window. Thissvewidently once a doorway,
however, the lower half has been blocked with sténsmall iron vent within
the blocking might suggest the presence of a ¢ddlatrit could equally have
acted as ventilation below the level of floorboa@s the first floor there is a
window on the right side with a stone lintel, sifid quoins. Within the oushut
to the left there is a doorway at the extreme deitl with a stone lintel and

For the use of Cable Street Developments © OA North: October 2003
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4.1.5

4.1.6

4.1.7

4.1.8

qguoins. This is keyed into a short section of wathich extends beyond the
outshut and butts the building to the south. & imuch rougher build and has
a coping consisting of triangular section blocks.

External Elevation, South: a very low wall comprising the rear of the oushut
It is built of courses of rough stone blocks. Thare few features, apart from
a small opening with a stone sill and lintel towsatde east side. Immediately
to the west of this a hole has been knocked thrabghwall. Modern plastic
gutters are attached below the roof, which consistate.

External Elevation, West: this consists of the opposing gable end of thexma
block with the single pitch outshut attached totilglt side angled slightly to
the west. It comprises a similar build to the @sthe structure, with quoins at
the corners, although some brick has been add#etmin between the main
block and the outshut. There is a central doorwathe ground floor of the
main block, with a heavy stone lintel and quoinsthik the outshut there is a
further doorway on the ground floor, with a stomgdl and quoins, and a 4-
light hinged window to the left on the first floothere is an iron pipe
protruding from the wall and attached to it at filnection between the outshut
and main block. The timber gutter seen on the foomtinues round the upper
part of the left side of the main block fcit.2m.

Internal Detail, Ground Floor, Room 1: this forms the east side of the main
block. The floor is covered by carpet, but presumabmprises stone flags or
concrete. The ceiling consists of plasterboardy wito main beams orientated
east/west. Both the beams are painted and decovateda simple beaded
decoration. In the underside of the south beanethes filled slots suggesting
that it once held upright studs or posts. Modegwpbd sheeting covers most
of the walls, but the stonework can be seen ingland is clearly finished
with plaster and paint. The sheeting hides somtufes, such as doors, but
these are visible from the outside. The north d¢lemahas a doorway to the
right with a hand-finished timber lintel with peglas and wide flanking
timber jambs. Around the doorway the wall is detedawith modern stone
cladding with extruded mortar. Between it and thedew to the left there is a
short section of timber wall finished with tonguadagrove boards. This
effectively forms part of the deep surround of thiedow to the left, which
consists of modern plywood with built-in cupboarBehind this built out area
is a much simpler recessed stone sill with a fuse &ttached. The east
elevation is entirely finished with sheeting, alilyb there is a doorway behind
this. The south elevation is also covered by shgeind has a small central,
2-light hinged window at a high level. The westvaligon is almost entirely
covered by plywood sheeting, with a central arcbeéning finished with
stone cladding.

Internal Detail, Ground Floor, Room 2: this forms the west half of the main
block. Again the floor is covered by carpets, bsitpresumably stone or
concrete beneath, and is at a slightly lower I&vah Room 1. The ceiling also
comprises modern boards, with two beams orientatst/west. These are
painted but otherwise undecorated, and both haygyesiots for upright posts
or studs. Hardboard panels again largely cover wiadls, although the

stonework is exposed in a number of places andirggd. The north elevation

For the use of Cable Street Developments © OA North: October 2003
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4.1.9

is dominated by the large window and doorway webaziated timber shelf
space below. The east elevation consists of pasttatework, with hardboard
and shelving attached. Around the central archexhiog, the wall is finished
with stone cladding. The edges of this openingvag rough and there is
some brick visible within the stonework, suggestingpas been inserted or
widened. The south elevation consists of entiredgosed stone with a thin
plaster and paint finish. On the left side ther@idoorway leading into the
outshut (Room 3), with a concrete ramp leadincgheortised floor level at the
back. The rough nature of some of the stoneworluratothis doorway
suggests it is a later insertion, or has been dai3d&e right side of the
elevation is covered by a modern timber staircasdind which is a large
window blocked with stone. It has a timber lintehd the blocking thickens
towards the sill. There is some rebuilding aboweldvel of the window, and
what appears to be a row of filled joist holes. TWest elevation is plain and
covered by hardboard sheeting and shelves. Ingh&ecthere is a recessed
opening corresponding to the door seen externalhych is also covered by
hardboard.

Internal Details, Ground Floor, Room 3: this comprises the majority of the
ground floor of the outshut. It is essentially sgawith a small section
extending to the southeast filled with a large wallfridge. The floor is
modern concrete and raised above that of the miackband the ceiling
consists of timber boards supported on a complextsire of beams, the two
main ones orientated north/south. These are ingupported on two upright
timber posts. The north elevation consists of stiimehed with plaster and
paint, with a doorway in the centre into Room 2thva timber lintel (Plate 7).
There are modern fittings attached. The east walisbonto the north, and
consists of modern plywood panels attached to anbd&dis returns to the
west at the right side, but is obscured by a cumbeaad the large fridge. The
east end of the south elevation is entirely loshim the fridge and is
otherwise plain. The main joists supporting thelimgi are built into it.
Towards the centre there is a modern hole knockeough the wall, and
immediately to the right of this the back of theatinaperture is just visible. It
is filled with concrete blocks and its exact exteahnot be made out from the
inside. The west elevation has a doorway in thehssigdle and modern kitchen
fittings attached to the north.

4.1.10 Internal Detail, Ground Floor, Room 4. this is essentially entirely contained

within the northeast corner of Room 3. The flooc@ered by carpet but is
presumably concrete, and the ceiling consists afanoboards. The south and
west walls consist of plywood boards, while theth@nd east walls consist of
plywood covered stone walls. There is a small wwada the north wall
looking back into Room 1. This was evidently orajlg the external side of
this window.

4.1.11 Internal Detail, First Floor, Room 5: this forms the western side of the first

floor of the main block. The floor is covered bymet but presumably consists
of floorboards, while the ceiling is open to theoftoThis is finished with

plasterboard, but there are three purlins per mtghosed as well as the ridge
purlin. There is also a single truss exposed, witichsists of a simple tie

For the use of Cable Street Developments © OA North: October 2003
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beam and overlapping principal rafters. The up@et pf the north elevation
consists of painted stone, with a large subsidenaek on the left side, while
the lower part is covered by hardboard. Theresiding sash window to the
left of centre, which is mostly painted over andvex@d by cardboard. The
lower part of the east elevation is also coverethidnglboard but the upper part
is painted brick, with the ends of the joists foe tsecond floor visible. There
is a hole broken through the left side and a latgerway towards the right
side. The brickwork turns slightly to the east lefdoutting the south
elevation. The south elevation is stone, with & dabrway on the left side
with a timber lintel. To the right of this the madestairs lead back down to
Room 2. Behind these is a further window like tilaRoom 2, blocked with
stone, which tapers outwards to the base. Theel@gition is mostly exposed
and comprises painted stone with some hardboaadhetl. On the right side
there is what appears to be a large stone lintehioopening. This is almost
entirely covered by hardboard, but appears to ttle inore than 0.7m high
from the floor and 0.6m wide.

4.1.12 Internal Detail, First Floor, Room 6: this makes up the east side of the main
block, which has been subdivided by a modern sautitipn wall, the remains
of which form a smaller box in the centre of themb As these partitions are
entirely modern and have been largely removed thi#ynot be individually
described. The floor comprises timber boards, adéry carpet in the centre,
while the ceiling consists of timber, again covelsdmodern boards in the
centre. The north elevation consists of stone Heaswith plaster and paint.
There is a 9-light window to the left with a timbs&t, and a tall doorway to
the right, also with a timber lintel. The remainsaovery plain, chamfered
timber skirting board are attached to the wall iacps. The east elevation is
very plain, with the same finish and skirting baartere is a window near the
centre with splayed jambs and a deep timber sdl.tAe right is a flight of
modern timber stairs leading to the attic. Belowsththere is a filled opening
within the floorboards, presumably the remains bfa&ch to the ground floor.
The south elevation is partially obscured by renmgirstud wall to the west,
but there is a window to the left, which is blockedh stone as per those in
Rooms 2 and 5. The west elevation consists of @aihirick, with a large
doorway to the left and a hole broken through @ tiight. It butts the north
and south elevations.

4.1.13 Internal Details, First Floor, Room 7: this room forms a small hall linking
Room 5 to the rooms making up the first floor oé thutshut. The ceiling is
open to the single pitch roof but panelled, and &alsand-finished purlin
exposed, but is otherwise finished with modern dsarThe floor is
presumably timber, but is covered. The north elematonsists of the painted
stone courses of the main block, with a single dagrwith a stone lintel. The
east elevation is formed by modern timber panets leas a doorway on the
left side. The south wall is also made up of modenber panels, as is the
west elevation, which also has a doorway on th& sgle.

4.1.14 Internal Details, First Floor, Room 8: this is a small bathroom and forms part
of the west side of the first floor of the outshiihe floor is covered by lino
but presumably consists of timber boards, while ¢bding is panelled and

For the use of Cable Street Developments © OA North: October 2003
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open to the single pitch of the roof with a pudixposed. The north elevation
consists of hardboard panelling over the stonehefrhain block. The east
elevation is modern panelling with a doorway, wiile south is also made up
of modern panelling with a shelf attached. The vedstation is also panelled,
but there is a window within this on the left sialwing light through from
the outer window. There is also a toilet and ofiténgs attached on the right
side.

4.1.15 Internal Details, First Floor, Room 9: a small room making up the east side

of the first floor of the outshut. The ceiling isdrded and open to the roof,
with three purlins exposed, and continues to tivegarhe floor is covered by
vinyl sheeting but is presumably timber. The naetlévation consists of the
painted stone courses of the main block, with @k#d window with a heavy
stone lintel in the centre. The east elevatiorigs atone, although comprising
smaller blocks. It butts the north elevation. Thisra window to the right with
a narrow timber lintel, slightly splayed jambs andtone sill. This may have
been inserted or altered. There is no south elmvas such as the ceiling
comes to the wall top on this side. There are apedern stud walls however,
perhaps intended to support the ceiling. The wéstadon consists of a
hardboard stud partition wall built onto the trusfjch consists of a principal
rafter built into the wall to the north and presityancludes a tie beam under
the floor. There is also an empty joist hole foralvivas probably an inclined
strut within the truss, although a correspondingehwas not visible,
associated with which was a single chiselled cagsenmark: I. The area to
the south of Room 7 is also visible from this ro@nd forms a low attic space
below the roof. There are floorboards and the rgils boarded, with three
purlins visible, the south wall of Room 7 beingaatied to one of them. A
total of two half-trusses are visible, the onehl® west supporting the east wall
of Room 8. A number of modern timber uprights supge boards within the
ceiling.

4.1.16 Internal Details, Second Floor, Room 10: this essentially forms an attic space

4.2

above Room 6, on the east side of the main blohk. deiling is open to the
roof and is boarded, with three purlins visibleegch pitch as well as a ridge
purlin, some of which are evidently adze finishAdsingle truss consisting of
a tie beam and overlapping principal rafters ruc®ss the west side of the
room, the tie beam being at floor level (Plate™)e floor is covered by vinyl
sheeting but presumably consists of timber boafidse north and south
elevations consist of very little, as they are eBaby just the wall tops.
Timber wall plates are visible in places and batles have been recently re-
rendered. The east elevation consists of coursegritdtone with several
patches of render and some noticeable subsideradscrThe purlins are
inserted into this wall and there is evidence totHer rendering around these.
The west elevation consists of painted brick, veithextensive render repair
along the north side, and along the roofline.

SURFACE FINDS

4.2.1 At the rear (south) of the property, two small tlees had been recently

excavated, each approximately 0.6m long by 0.4nevadd up to 1m deep.
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4.2.2

4.2.3

4.2.4

4.2.5

4.2.6

The spoil produced by these two trenches was priedamined and 25
fragments of pottery were recovered. In generahsethe pottery was in poor
condition, comprising small and abraded sherds ¥eith diagnostic features,
reflecting its recovery from an unstratified (andesumably disturbed)
context.

Analysis of the pottery was based solely on visnapection of individual
sherds, and has been described using the termyndgeloped by Ortoat al
(1993) and the Medieval Pottery Research Group (BPFR98). All finds
were treated in accordance with standard OA Nardietize.

Medieval pottery: two small sherds of medieval ceramic vessels were
recovered. The earliest fragment, an everted dnioked rim sherd, is of an
oxidised sandy fabric, to which a late twelfth tadrthirteenth centuries date
range may be ascribed. The second fragment corspaideartially-Reduced
Grey ware vessel body sherd, with an internal artdreal olive-green lead
glaze. Such vessels are characteristic of the miteénth to late fourteenth
centuries.

Post-medieval pottery: the post-medieval pottery assemblage is domin@iad
sherds) by dark-glazed earthenware vessels, tohwhit eighteenth or
nineteenth century date may be ascribed. Theselileely to represent
kitchenware vessels, such as large storage jassa$bemblage also included
fragments of Blackware vessels (two sherds), twerdsh of tin-glazed
earthenware, industrial slipware vessels (threerdshetwo sherds of
Creamware vessels, a single fragment of an un@zegransfer-printed ware
vessel, and a salt-glazed stoneware vessel. Il beoas, a late seventeenth to
nineteenth centuries date range may be ascribixs$e fragments.

During the early seventeenth century, a range oésvhaving a smooth brick-
red fabric and vitreous black glaze developed fittvn Cistercian tradition.
These are known as Blackwares, two sherds of whexe retrieved from the
site. Whilst these were small, the breaks werewaoh, and their shiny glaze
suggest that they may be the product of south Llsmi or have been
imported along the coast from London. Similar matewas produced from
excavations in China Street, Lancaster, and haee becribed a seventeenth
century date (Penney 1980, 15).

The two fragments of tin-glazed earthenware, orftidake, were small and
abraded, although both have a cobalt blue decoralibese vessels may be
the product of the Delftware industry in Liverpowlhich was established by
the early eighteenth century (Davey 1987). Altausdy, they are possibly the
product of a production centre thought to havetedi®on St George’s Quay
between 1754 andl1787, although there is, as yet, no Delftware deliyn
attributable to Lancaster.
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5. DISCUSSION

5.1

5.1.1

5.1.2

5.2

5.2.1

5.2.2

THE BUILDING

The form of the building appears to be relativeiyp@e, although there are
three main phases of alteration and building eidEme original building that
was constructed, probably shortly after 1778, wdade consisted of a simple
square block divided into two by a central wall,rigs forming two
properties (Figs 2 and 3). Each side would havealsty been accessible from
the front and side and had windows in the rear (@oskibly front). On the
first floor, doors with hoists would have allowedagls to be unloaded; the
east side having a door to the front, the west aideor to the rear. It is not
clear whether the dividing wall on the first floexisted at this time, but if it is
assumed that the two halves, east and west, ral@ateed properties, a wall of
some type probably existed. The central divisionmairehouse property is
known from at least one other example, that of E&iteet less than 200m to
the northwest (OA North 2003b), although it wasdidd along the apex rather
than against it. This may be a common feature oéh@uses of the period.

At a later date the outshut was added to the Tdas. required the blocking of
a number of windows in the rear which became defanthis time, and the
insertion of a doorway between the original buitdend the new extension.
The roof was almost certainly rebuilt at this tiagewell. Internally, the central
division may have been rebuilt or newly construcédhis time using brick.
The third and final phase relates to the most rtecesie of the building,
although most of the alterations at this time weskatively minor. Several
areas were subdivided on both the ground and ffoet with stud partition
walls, creating a number of new rooms (Rooms 3, 8 and 9). Some of the
original doorways and windows also went out of asel were blocked or
sealed. The partition wall between Rooms 5 and ¥ maae been breached for
the first time at this point, although this is mettain; the wall may even have
been entirely rebuilt. The floor forming Room 10yreso have been added at
this time, but this is similarly unclear. New staises were certainly added,
with the result that it is not clear where the orads even were. During the
third phase the building certainly became a singig, although it may have
been used as such during the second phase.

HISTORICAL SETTING

It appears from the few historical sources$ wWexre consulted that a building in

the position is recorded from as early as 1684, passibly even 1610.
However, it is unlikely that it is the same as timatestigated during this
survey.

The building itself is difficult to date byy$t. It is appears to have been used
for storage, and may have been a warehouse, ahlihibug not of the type
commonly seen along St George’s Quay, which typiaddte from the mid-
eighteenth century (Penney 1981, 30; OA North 20@2hay, however, have
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served a number of purposes such as workshophliestg@lthough the beaded
beam within Room 1 might suggest a more ‘politeé)usThe simple two-
storey form is seen in other seventeenth centuiidibgs (Penney 1981, 22-
5), but it seems unlikely that this is of a simitite as cartographic sources
suggest it was constructed shortly after 1778.

5.3 SYNTHESIS

5.3.1 Historical evidence seems to suggest thadvadh a building is situated in this
location perhaps as early as 1610, this is nos#mee one. That was probably
demolished some time prior to 1778, and the curpberitiing was built by at
least 1807. The present building may at first havted as little more than a
pair of small functional units, perhaps warehoussged exclusively for
storage. The second phase of activity seems tcestiggrt of the building was
used as a shop of some type, with the front roamthe ground floor possibly
converted and made more hospitable. It is not odather the two halves
were combined at this time or not, and it is pdssthat the extension to the
rear served only the west half of the main block &sonly directly connected
to this part. During the most recent phase thedingl was apparently treated
as a single unit, and only minor internal altenasiovere made.
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6. IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

The redevelopment of 3-5 Damside Street maysecasome damage to
elements of the historic fabric of the buildingthalugh it has already been
adversely affected by alterations, both old and.réve discovery of artefacts,
dating to the medieval and post-medieval periods,tlee site in trenches

excavated to the rear of the property suggeste tieersome potential for

further discoveries to be made should any exteresteavation be required by
the redevelopment. These finds may, however, oaefyresent waste from

Church Street to the south, rather than actudkesetnt evidence and that the
area is thought to have been levelled prior todng in the eighteenth century
(LUAU 2000). There is also some potential for idigimg the remains of any

building or buildings that existed in the area dgrthe seventeenth century,
although the exact position of these is difficolesstablish.

The building investigation has revealed méshe pertinent details about the
development of 3-5 Damside Street, and further stigation would be
unlikely to reveal more. It is considered unlikéat even the removal of wall,
floor and ceiling coverings would add a great dgdurther information. The
positive identification of a cellar or basement Ve an interesting
discovery, however, and it is recommended thatunthér investigation of the
building be undertaken, but that if the cellar xp@sed further recording at a
similar level should be carried out. Should anytHer excavation be carried
out on site it is also recommended that this beitomed by an archaeological
watching brief. If large-scale excavations are nexl an archaeological
evaluation should be carried out prior to this weaking place in order to
establish the presence and nature of any earlpsits or structures.

It is also recommended that if a cellar isoweced during the redevelopment a
brief archaeological investigation of this shoull darried out. If the floor of
the cellar is disturbed, should it be identifiedisi further recommended that
work be monitored by archaeological watching baiefl that coring be carried
out in order to identify buried river deposits tighti to exist in the area. This
would help to establish the position of the riverthe area prior to the
construction of the building (LUAU 1991).
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Plate 1: Speed’s map of 1610 showing the approxneaation of 3-5 Damside
Street

Plate 2: Plan of 1684 showing building in approxienaosition of 3-5 Damside Street
(after Docton 1957)
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Plate 3: Mackreth’s plan of 1778 showing the appnate position of 3-5 Damside
Street (the top of the picture is south)

Plate 4: Ordnance Survey 25”: 1 Mile, 1893, showarg Damside Street



Plate 6: The east external elevation



Plate 8: Trussin Room 10, looking southwest
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