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Summary

Oxford Archaeology undertook a staged programme of archaeological work
at Priory Park, Reigate, Surrey, during May-July 2005 on behalf of Reigate
and Banstead Borough Council and Land Use Consultants. This programme
included a desk-based assessment, walkover survey, geophysical survey and
trenched evaluation. Most of the fieldwork was targeted at elucidating the
location and layout of the medieval Reigate Priory, and the post-Dissolution
development of the Priory as a residence set in landscaped parkland. Stone
wall foundations and burials, probably from the medieval Priory, were
uncovered in one of the evaluation trenches. Evidence was also uncovered
of post-Dissolution structures including a 17th-18th century building, that
may have been a gatehouse or stable block. A section through an 18th
century avenue leading to the Priory showed that it had earlier
predecessors, possibly originating as a medieval hollow-way. Geophysical
survey was also carried out on a known Bronze Age site within the Park,
though the results were limited.
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1 INTRODUCTION

BT

Oxford Archaeology (OA), has been commissioned by Land Use Consultants (LUC),
on behalf of Reigate and Banstead Borough Council (RBBC), to undertake a
programme of archaeological assessment and field evaluation at Priory Park, Reigate
(NGR TQ 251 496; Fig. 1). This assessment follows the success of a Stage 1 Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) bid by RBBC for the implementation of a conservation and
enhancement plan for Priory Park. The results of this work will form part of the
submission for the Stage 2 HLF application in September 2005.

Priory Park today occupies an area of approximately 58 ha within Reigate. The Park is
registered as Grade II on the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Special
Historic Interest (GD2180). Set within the Park is the Grade I listed former Priory
building which is also a Scheduled Ancient Monument (AM 119). A school currently
occupies the Priory building. The proposal area also contains a locally designated Site
of High Archaeological Potential/Importance (SHAP 3120), this being a Bronze Age
site.

The Park and Priory have a rich development history dating from their foundation in the
late 12th to 13th centuries and continuing through to their municipal acquisition by
Reigate Corporation in 1945. This report on documentary and non-invasive and
invasive field investigations is intended to contribute to a detailed understanding of the
historical development of the Priory and the associated parkland.

There are two principal aims to the archaeological assessment. The investigations were
designed to provide an integrated, detailed examination and record of current and
potential surviving archaeological remains relating the development of the Priory and
Park, particularly the eighteenth century gardens, in order to inform the proposed
reinstatement works. The desk-based assessment was also carried out to assess the
general archaeological potential of the whole Park so that the archaeological
implications can be considered for any future intrusive management works.

This archaeological assessment has three components:
e adesk-based assessment incorporating a site walkover survey.

e a geophysical survey of the area surrounding the present Priory House, the Bronze
Age site and the former site of the icehouse.

e a programme of evaluation trenching targeted on the results produced both by the
desk-based assessment and geophysical survey.

The results of these three strands of work are presented below. The desk-based
assessment appears first, incorporating the results of the site walkover. This is followed
by the results of the geophysical survey and then the field evaluation. The concluding
discussion combines the information obtained from all three strands of work.

2  LOCATION, GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

2.1.1

Priory Park is located immediately to the south of the historic town centre of Reigate,
Surrey, centred on NGR TQ 251 496. The Park occupies an area of ¢ 58 ha, of which ¢
3 ha are formal gardens and ¢ 20 ha are wooded. The site is bounded by Bell Street and
privately owned houses to the south and east, Park Lane to the west and commercial
properties in Reigate town centre to the north. The site contains both the Municipal Park
and Reigate Priory School.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. August 2005 5
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2.1.2 The Park is located on a varied topography. The southern area is occupied by a
Greensand Ridge that reaches a height of 131 m OD, whilst to the north the land slopes
gently down from the foot of the ridge to Reigate town centre, which lies at an
approximate height of 80 m OD. The Wray/Lesborne Stream once probably crossed the
centre of the site but is now mostly culverted on a more northerly route and under the
present buildings on the Priory site.

2.1.3  The 1:50,000 Geological Survey of Great Britain (BGS sheet 286, 1974) shows the site
overlying three divisions of the Lower Greensand. The lower area to the north is formed
from Folkestone Beds, whilst the ridge is formed of Sandgate Beds overlying Hythe
Beds. Some small outcroppings of Hythe Beds occur higher on the ridge. Atherfield
Clay is found below the ridge to the south.

3  DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

3.1.1 A previous Historic Landscape Survey and Management Plan of Priory Park was
produced for RBBC in August 2000 (Couch 2000). This document includes an account
of the historical, archaeological, cartographic and pictorial background of the site for
the period from approximately AD 1150 onwards. This present desk based assessment
expands upon our understanding of the site pre-AD 1150, but should be read in
conjunction with the detailed information contained within the Historic Landscape
Survey and Management Plan for the period post-dating AD 1150. The aims of the
desk-based assessment were to:

e Provide insights into the pre-“monastic” history and archaeology of the
Priory and Park. This may potentially include prehistoric and Roman
evidence, as well as the original development of the deer park associated
with Reigate Manor and Castle;

e Establish the location of the original priory precincts and buildings
(including the Priory hospital) and to assess the extent and quality of any
below-ground preservation;

e Establish the possible development of any medieval ancillary features, such
as fish and mill ponds within Priory Park, and identify their incorporation
into the post-medieval planned parkland landscape following the monastic
Dissolution of AD 1536;

e Establish the degree of survival and chronology of alteration to building
structures and the parkland landscape from the 16th century through to the
early 20th century.

Sources consulted

3.1.2  This assessment was made following the standards set out by the Institute of Field
Archaeologists (IFA) and the field survey was conducted to Level 1 standards (RCHME
1999). The general approach and methodology has been to consider the archaeology in
terms of the archaeological sites and monuments present within the study area. These
resources may be nationally or locally designated (by registration, listing or
scheduling), may appear in the national or local archaeological record, or may be
identified from scrutiny of the landscape and historic records. The approach adopted
provides an indication as to the extent, survival and importance of archaeological
features within the study area. The sources consulted comprise:

e The Surrey County Council Sites and Monuments Record

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. August 2005 6
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e The National Monuments Record (Swindon)

e The National Monuments Record Aerial Photography Collection (Swindon)

e [English Heritage (London) for information on Scheduled Ancient
Monuments, Listed Buildings and Registered Parks and Gardens

e Surrey History Centre (Woking) for archive and cartographic sources

e Bodleian and Sackler Libraries (Oxford) for published sources

e Relevant archives and sources held by Oxford Archaeology.

3.1.3  Sites and features identified from these sources have been given a unique (OA) number
(allocated OA numbers OA 1 to OA 17 and OA 35 to OA 54), are included within a
gazetteer (Appendix 1) and marked on the features map (Fig. 2). Sites and features
recorded during the walkover survey have been allocated unique OA numbers OA 18 to
34 (see below). Details of the sources consulted are recorded in Appendix 5.

Walkover survey

3.1.4 The site visit and walkover survey was undertaken between 31st May and 3rd June
2005 inclusive. The walkover served to assess information previously listed and to
examine the topography and geomorphology of the site. The walkover also sought to
record any previously unidentified archaeological features and attempt to place them in
their proper chronological position in the development of the parkland landscape.

3.1.5 Where identified, features were plotted using a hand-held Global Positioning System
(GPS). This gives accuracies of around one metre. Items of detail were noted as they
were observed. In general no transects were walked. The exception to this was the
wooded area on the northern side of Park Hill. Here three transects were walked; one on
the upper slopes, one across the middle of the hill and one at the base of the hill. The
use of transects in this location was adopted due to the heavily wooded nature of the
ground. Had a less systematic walkover been carried out here, items of interest may not
have been observed. In general, weather conditions were fair with drizzle on one day.
When the weather was fine, the intense light made earthworks difficult to observe.
Therefore, a visit was made to the site between 7.30 pm and 9.00 pm in order to take
advantage of low sunlight conditions.

3.1.6  The walkover survey identified a number of distinct landscape features within the Park,
including extant earthworks and linear features. These features have been allocated
unique OA numbers (OA 18 to 34), are listed in Appendix 1, and are depicted on the
features mapping (Fig. 2).

e OA 18 - A flattened platform of approximately 0.75 ha.

e OA 19 - A strong scarp (approximately 3 m high, 7 m wide) with a low
bank on top.

e OA 20 - A slight ditch and bank.
e OA 21 - A flattened platform of approximately 0.4 ha.

e OA 22 - Bank and ditch, approximately 750 m long, 1 m high and 0.5 m
wide, which extends east-west across the southern foot of Park Hill.

e OA 23 - Bank and ditch, approximately 180 m long, 0.5 m high and 2 m
wide, which extends north-south across the grassed area of Priory Park.

e OA 24 - Possible ridge and furrow.

e OA 25 - Very slight earthwork, approximately 100 m long, 0.2 m high and
2 m wide, with a flat top. Extends east-west just north of the present path
that links the lake to the house
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