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Summary

Between the months of June and October 2012, OA East carried out an
archaeological watching brief at Land at Goxhill, Lincolnshire Flood Alleviation
Scheme (centred on TA 1048 2225). The monitoring was carried out during the
installation of a network of sewer pipes associated with the scheme along the
undeveloped agricultural land in the eastern part of the site and down Willow Lane
in the village itself. The archaeological desk study carried out by OA East concluded
there would be a higher chance or degree of survival of archaeological remains in
this part of the site.

The only feature of interest was a late 19th Century brick culvert seen in the trench
through Willow Lane.
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1 GEoLoGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

1.1.1  The site is located on the north-east side of the village of Goxhill, North Lincolnshire at
between 2.5m to 8mOD. The underlying geology comprises superficial deposits of
Devensian Till and the bedrock geology is the Burnham Chalk formation (source:
http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain).

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1.1 A desk-based assessment was carried out by OA East for the flood alleviation scheme
in March 2012 (Thatcher 2012) which details the archaeological potential of the site and
should be referred to for full background. The following is a brief summary:

2.1.2 The site has a moderate level of archaeological potential with the most likely date of
any remains being either medieval or post-medieval. The pipe route skirts the edge of
the historic core of the main medieval settlement of Goxhill and the trench excavation
on Willow Lane is approximately 100m from the location of a possible Manor House
preserved as earthworks identified in aerial photographs. Furthermore a field located
next to Willow lane had well preserved medieval earthworks identified in it, including a
sunken trackway, the remains of ridge and furrow cultivation and the rear sections of
two medieval enclosures, one of which contained a rectangular building platform
(Dennison 1992).

2.1.3 There is also a possibility of encountering archaeological remains pre-dating the
medieval period, with stray finds recorded on the HER dating from the Bronze Age and
Roman period in the vicinity of the site.

2.1.4 The chance or degree of survival of any archaeological remains should be higher in the
eastern part of the site, which lies on undeveloped agricultural land. In parts any
deposits may have been preserved under ridge and furrow in pasture in recent
centuries, resulting in a better likelihood of survival than on modern arable land. The
presence of this pasture will also have precluded opportunities for chance finds to be
made within the field soil, meaning any lack of HER entries does not necessarily reflect
the archaeological potential of the landscape (Thatcher 2012).

3 MEeTHODOLOGY

3.1.1  The objective of this watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible the
presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

3.1.2  The Brief required:

» identification and recording of all archaeological features and artefacts exposed
during construction work;

= to determine the form and function of the archaeological features encountered;
= to recover dating evidence from the archaeological features;
= to establish the sequence of the archaeological remains present on the site;

= to retrieve environmental evidence relating to environment and economy of the
site;

= to interpret the archaeological features and finds within the context of the known
archaeology of the site and surrounding area.
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3.1.3 The area of investigation was located on the undeveloped agricultural land in the
eastern part of the site. A further section of the route was monitored along Willow Lane
which lay in the vicinity of earthworks towards the Lanes western end.

3.1.4 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales
digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

3.1.5 Site conditions were generally good with occasional periods of heavy rain.

4 RESULTS

4.1.1 The watching brief along the flood alleviation scheme route was split into five parts:

4.1.2 Part | comprised the undeveloped agricultural land to the north of Ruards Lane;

4.1.3 Part Il comprised a pasture field with ridge and furrow, running east to west,
immediately to the south of Ruards Lane;

4.1.4 Part lll comprised a field, to the north of 'The Roddings' trackway, with much hard
standing associated with its previous use as part of the disused airfield to the east;

4.1.5 Part IV comprised the southernmost fields of undeveloped agricultural land with ridge
and furrow to the south of 'The Roddings' greenway track;

4.1.6 Part V comprised the flood alleviation scheme route along Willow Lane with a trench
being excavated that was 1m wide and between 1.5m and 3m in depth.

4.2 Part I. Fields North of Ruards Lane

4.2.1 No archaeological features or artefacts were encountered. The ground conditions
generally comprised of firm yellowish brown sandy clay natural ground overlain by a
dark grey loam topsoil up to 0.3m deep.

4.3 Part Il. Pasture Field with Ridge and Furrow

4.3.1 No archaeological features or artefacts were encountered. Beneath the ridge and
furrow the ground conditions generally comprised of firm orange brown sandy clay
natural ground overlain by a dark grey loam topsoil. The topsoil depth varied between
0.15m and 0.30m in depth corresponding with the ridge and furrow earthworks running
east to west across the site. The northern part of the field was much disturbed with a
thin layer of hardcore, below the turf, extending towards the gated entrance to Ruards
Lane.

4.4 Part lll. Part of Disused Airfield

441 No archaeological features or artefacts were encountered. The ground conditions
generally comprised of firm yellowish brown sandy clay natural ground overlain by
hardcore and surfaced with tarmac.

4.5 Part IV. Fields to south of 'The Roddings' greenway track

4.51 No archaeological features or artefacts were encountered. The ground conditions

generally comprised of mid yellowish brown sandy clay subsoil overlain by topsoil
ranging from 0.1m to 0.25m in depth corresponding with the ridge and furrow., which
ran east to west across site.
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4.6
4.6.1

4.6.2

Part V. Willow Lane

The pipe trench being opened was 1.2m wide and between 1.5m to 3m deep, running
the length of Willow Lane. The ground conditions generally comprised of mid yellowish
brown sandy clay natural overlain by 0.6m to 0.8m of modern hardcore, make up
layers and tarmac. Any archaeological features that may have been in the area were
most likely completely truncated by the modern activity in the area.

A brick culvert was uncovered during the excavation of the trench. The culvert was 1m
wide, 0.6m in height and constructed of unfrogged red bricks and a dull yellow mortar.
The culvert was known to be in the area and related to road water drainage

5 DiscussioN aAND CONCLUSIONS

5.1.1

5.1.2

5.1.3

No archaeological features or finds were observed during the excavation of the pipe
trenches and top soil strip. Any features that may have been in the area of site would
have been truncated by post-medieval and modern activity.

The ridge and furrow earthworks were not masking any features that may have been
there, and no finds were recovered from the top soil stripping.

The brick culvert uncovered on Willow Lane was known to be in the area and relates to
street water drainage throughout the village. Dating to the mid to late 19th Century it
was still in good condition although heavily silted up and with some modern concrete
repair work.
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Figure 1: Site location showing route of alleviation scheme (red)



Plate 1: Stripped field at northern end of flood alleviation scheme looking south
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Plate 2: Stripped route across the disused airfield looking south
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Plate 3: Pipe trench down Willow Lane showing 19th Century Culvert in section
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