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Summary

On the 14th of February 2012 Oxford Archaeology East monitored the removal of
top soil and subsoil from an area measuring 285sqm adjacent to the bowling green
at Coronation playing fields Marham in advance of the construction of a multi use
games area (MUGA). Although the area is close to the scheduled monument of
Marham Abbey. No archaeological features were observed, possibly because the
ground disturbance was not deep enough to expose archaeological deposits.
However a small number of archaeological finds were recovered during the
monitoring, a whetstone and a few sherds of medieval and post medieval pottery.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.1.1
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1.2.2

1.2.3

1.2.4

1.3

1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

Location and scope of work

Archaeological monitoring was conducted at Coronation playing fields, The Street,
Marham, Norfolk, NGR 70652 09833

This archaeological monitoring was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by
Ken Hamilton of Norfolk County Council (Planning Application 07/02196/NMA_1 ).

The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of any
archaeological remains within the proposed development area, in accordance with the
guidelines set out in Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic
Environment (Department for Communities and Local Government 2010). The results
will enable decisions to be made by CCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority,
with regard to the treatment of any archaeological remains found.

The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

Geology and topography

The county of Marham lies on the border between The Lower Cretaceous Lower and
Middle Chalk solid Geologies. The soil landscapes of Marham are also divided between
those of the West Norfolk Lowland to the North and West of the county and those of the
Breckland series.

The West Norfolk Lowland soils are mostly sands and very mixed from brown sands
and podzols to orange and brown sands (Corbett and Dent 1994). Breckland is typified
by soils developed in coversand over a chalk-sand drift (ibid.) The site itself lies on the
Lower Cretaceous solid geology with overlying West Norfolk Lowland soils.

The area of the archaeological monitoring was located to the rear of the bowling green
and on the Coronation playing field which is located adjacent to the the scheduled
monument of Marham Abbey (List Ref: 1016482), one of only two cistercian nunneries
in England.

The area was generally flat at a height of at ¢.9.80m AOD.

Archaeological and historical background

Marham is a village and a parish in Downham district, Norfolk. The village stands one
and a half miles south of the river Nar and three and a quarter miles south west of
Narborough railway station and seven miles north of Swaffham.

The parish name derives from old English and means “homestead by or with a pond or
mere” The land here was recorded in the Domesday Book as being owned by St
Etheldreda before 1066. In 1087 a mill is recorded.

The Fenland Project survey fieldwalked in the north west of the parish and has
recorded finds dating from the mesolithic period (NHER 24377), and a possible early to
middle neolithic settlement (NHER 3926,4478 and 4479). Two mounds were recorded
in the 19th Century but have since been destroyed (NHER 4482 and 4497), these may
have been Bronze Age Round Barrows. A dyke within the parish known as Bitchamditch
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1.3.4

1.3.5

1.3.6

1.3.7

1.3.8

1.4
1.4.1

or Devils Dyke (NHER 3973) is traditionally dated to the Saxon period but may be Iron
Age.

The Fen Causeway (NHER2796) runs through the parish. This Roman Road runs from
a junction with Ermine Street and King Street near Peterborough across the
Cambridgeshire and Norfolk fens. Fieldwalking and metal detecting in and around
Marham have located a possible Roman settlement. Finds from the settlement include
coins, pieces of pot, a ring, a weight and a bracelet.

An archaeological evaluation on the site of The Old Bell by Archaeological Solutions
revealed Saxo/Norman activity in the form of pits and ditches (Hogan and Pole 2008;
(NHER 49785). This area is situated ¢.160m to the south east of the subject site.

Marham Abbey (NHER 4483) was a Cistercian nunnery dedicated to the Blessed Virgin
and Saints Babara and Edmund. It was founded in 1249 by Isabel, widow of Hugh D'
Albini. In 1252 it was incorporated into Waverly Abbey, the mother house of the
Cistercian order in England. This was a small abbey and housed only 10 to 15 nuns
and was only one of two Cistercian abbeys founded for nuns. To the south of the Abbey
is an unusual square earthwork (NHER 13644 amnd 11462). This has been identified
as a castle. This may be the castle recorded as being illegally constructed by William
Belet. If this is the case it was more likely to be a defended manor. The site of another
moated medieval manor, Shouldham Hall (NHER 44631), is now in the grounds of
Marham Hall.

A spread of medieval pottery, shell and bone was located nearby (NHER 24378) this
suggests another centre of medieval activity on the road to Narborough and Swaffham
other finds include a pilgrims ampula (NHER 7243). Elsewhere in the vicinity finds of a
medieval date include a papal bull (NHER 23357) and two seal matrices (NHER 24949
and 24545) indicative of medieval religious settlement.

Post medieval buildings of note close to the development area include Marham House
(NHER 4502) which stands on the site of an earlier 19th century house. Marham Hall
(NHER 4503) is an 18th century building that was extensively altered during the 19"
century.

Acknowledgements

The author would like to thank Marham Parish Council, for commissioning and funding
the work, and particularly to Tina Hawkins who organised the work and ensured
facilities were available, also for her keen interest. Ken Hamilton (Norfolk County
Council) provided the planning advice and Brief for Archaeological work.  Aileen
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2 Aivs aAND METHODOLOGY
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2.2.1
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2.2.5

Aims
The objective of this archaeological monitoring was to investigate and record any

surviving archaeological deposits within the development area in accordance with a
Breif issued by Norfolk County Council (Ken Hamilton).

Methodology

The Brief required that the area of the MUGA (approximately 285sgm) should be
stripped under archaeological supervision, and any archaeological features uncovered
should be investigated and recorded by the monitoring archaeologist.

Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision using a
wheeled JCB-type excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket.

Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector. All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which
were obviously modern.

All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and
colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

Conditions on site were cold and dry.
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3 REsuLts

3.1 Introduction

3.1.1  The development area was stripped by machine to an average depth of 0.40m and
was checked by an experienced archaeologist for archaeological features and
artefacts. The results are discussed below.

3.2 Description
The area was stripped of all topsoill (101) and partly stripped of subsoil (102) to a depth
of 0.40m (plates 1 and 2). The topsoil consisted of a dark grey brown sandy silt with a
maximum depth of 0.20m. Pottery and worked stone were recovered from the base of
the topsoil. The reddish brown sandy silt subsoil was removed by machine to a depth of
0.20m and contained only a few small pieces of animal bone. Underlying geology was
not exposed by this operation. No archaeological features or deposits were uncovered.

3.3 Finds Summary

3.4 Pottery

3.4.1 Finds were sparse and were confined to the base of the topsoil (101). Three small
sherds of medieval pottery, one piece identified as Thetford ware (10th -11th century)
were recovered (plate 3).

3.4.2 Two small sherds of post medieval pottery were also recovered from the topsoil. These
were blue and white decorated stone ware dating to the 19th century.

3.5 Worked stone

3.5.1 A sharpening stone or whetstone made of granite and of an indeterminate date was

also recovered from the topsoil layer (101). It is incomplete and is broken into two parts
It finishes in a blunt point. The whetstone seems to be well used and was probably
discarded after it was broken (plate3).

4 DiscussioN AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1
411

4.2
4.2.1

Discussion

Although no archaeological features were revealed a small number of finds were
recovered. These consisted of a small amount of post medieval pottery, a sharpening
stone of indeterminate date and three sherds of medieval pottery all found within the
topsoil layer (101). The pottery sherds were abraded suggesting that these sherds
could have come from some other part of the field, Coronation playing field would have
undergone episodes of landscaping or levelling in this vicinity and the pottery could
have been imported from outside the monitored area during this process.

Significance

The development works did not penetrate deeply enough to expose archaeological
features and so it is not possible to comment on their presence or absence here. The
presence of a small quantity of medieval pottery from the topsoil is further conformation
of medieval activity in Marham, although it may not be specifically associated with this
location.
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4.3 Recommendations

4.3.1 Recommendations for any future work based upon this report will be made by the
County Archaeology Office.
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AprPENDIX A. TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY
Area 1
General description Orientation E-W
Avg. depth (m) 0.44
Area_ one was devoid f_archaeo_logy. A dark silty topsoil overlay a Width (m) 21
reddish brown sandy silt subsoil
Length (m) 37.70
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
Pottery,
100 Layer - 0.2 Topsoill worked -
stone
101 Layer - 0.2 |Subsail - -
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Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2011
Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Trench plan
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Plate 1: Trench 1, looking north-west

Plate 2: Removal of topsoil
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Plate 3: Pottery and whetstone
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