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Summary

A small archaeological excavation was carried out on 1-14th of March 2016 at
Eriswell 2 Site Extension Scheme, A1065, Eriswell, Suffolk prior to development by
Anglian Water. The purpose of excavation was to further analyse the remains of
WWII Prisoner of War Camp 85 Victoria located in the footprint of the proposed
development following on from an earlier evaluation.

The excavation recorded the foundations and associated services of several
structures comprising possible living huts, shower/drying room and kitchen. An inner
perimeter fence separating the prisoners' and the guards' compounds was also
located. An interview with two local residents and a search of the National Archives
were conducted as part of the social history research for the site.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.1.1

1.2
1.21

1.3
1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

Location and scope of work

An archaeological excavation was conducted as part of the Eriswell 2 Site Extension
Scheme off A1065, near Eriswell, Suffolk (TL 736 768, Fig. 1). This excavation was
based on the previous evaluation (Tsybaeva, 2016) and was completed prior to a
development of an lon Exchange building by Anglian Water.

This archaeological excavation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by
Rachael Abraham of Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service (SCCAS),
supplemented by a Specification prepared by OA East (Tsybaeva and Mortimer, 2016).

The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the guidelines set out in National Planning Policy Framework (Department for
Communities and Local Government March 2012). The results will enable decisions to
be made by SCCAS, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority, with regard to the
treatment of any archaeological remains found.

The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

Geology and topography

The site lies on a bedrock of Holywell Nodular Chalk Formation and New Pit Chalk
Formation which is overlain by alluvium clay, silt, sand and gravel (BGS).

Archaeological and historical background

The archaeological background is based on a Suffolk CC Historic Enviroment Record
(HER) search (9181247)

Multi-period find scatters have been recorded from the area directly adjacent to the site
(ERL 017). These finds range in date from the Bronze Age to Anglo-Saxon periods
(MSF1552, MSF7865, MSF7866 and MSF7867). Finds ranging from Mesolithic to Iron
Age in date have been uncovered at Hurst Fen Neolithic settlement (SAM1006065,
MSF163, MSF20321, MSF9486, MSF9487), 300m to the west. Approximately 500m to
the south-west, a scatter of Mesolithic flakes have been found (MSF8924). A dense
burnt flint patch has been observed 500m to the north-west of the site (MSF11547).
Bronze Age and Roman finds are known from the area to the south of the site
(MSF7881, MSF7493, MSF7838). A group of barrows, two of which have been
scheduled (SAM1018345), are also known to the north of the development area
(ERLOO1, ERL 028 and 034).There are earthworks of unknown date at Codson Hill
(MSF19002) to the east of the site.

The site is located in the north-western part of a WWII Prisoner Of War (PoW) camp
(ERL 233). Camp 85 Victoria was a purpose-built camp of 'standard' issue, initially for
Italian and later German prisoners between 1939 and 1948.

An earlier evaluation (Tsybaeva, 2016) found that the camp has been completely
demolished above ground (except for two huts to the east of the development area)
with just post holes, service and foundations trenches surviving (Fig. 3). The two huts
which remain standing are currently used for storage by the farmer.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 9 of 52 Report Number 1928



@%@
e N

east

G

1.4 Acknowledgements

1.4.1  The author would like to thank Anglian Water who commissioned and funded the
archaeological work. The project was managed by Richard Mortimer. Thanks are also
extended to Dave Browne who assisted with the fieldwork. The project was monitored

by Rachael Abraham of Suffolk County Council. The machining was undertaken by
Jamie Fendley of Anthill Plant Hire.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 10 of 52 Report Number 1928



2 Aivs anD MeTHODOLOGY
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213
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2.5
2.5.1

2.5.2

2.5.3

254

Aims

The original aims of the project were set out in the Brief and Written Scheme of
Investigation (Abraham, 2016, Tsybaeva and Mortimer, 2016).

The main aims of this excavation were

= To mitigate the impact of the development on the surviving archaeological
remains. The development would have severely impacted upon these remains
and as a result a full excavation was required, targeting the areas of
archaeological interest highlighted by the previous phases of evaluation.

= To preserve the archaeological evidence contained within the excavation area by
record and to attempt a reconstruction of the history and use of the site.

The aims and objectives of the excavation were developed with reference to National,
Regional and Local Research Agendas (Thomas, 2003).

National Research Aims
Very little research as been done on the World War [I PoW camps in Britain. Further
work is needed to establish the history and function of any particular camp:

= To find how, where, and when prisoners were held.

= To determine what constituted a Prisoner of War Camp.

Regional Research Aims
= To establish the importance of PoW labour to food production, and the wartime
and post-war economy.

= To evaluate the role played by PoW camps in the reconciliation and 'de-
nazification' process.

= To assess the educational opportunities provided to PoWs.

Site Specific Research Objectives

= To establish the influence of PoW Camp Victoria on the social history and
development of Mildenhall and Eriswell.

Methodology

The methodology used followed that outlined in the Brief (Abraham, 2016) and detailed
in the Written Scheme of Investigation (Tsybaeva and Mortimer, 2016).

Machine excavation was carried out by a tracked 360 type excavator using a 2m wide
flat bladed ditching bucket under constant supervision of a suitably qualified and
experienced archaeologist.

Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector. All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection.

All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and
colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.
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255 Due to the modern nature of the site features were excavated only as far as to
understand their nature. Excavation ceased in some features due to the presence of
asbestos.

2.5.6 No environmental sampling was undertaken as no suitable deposits were found.
2.5.7 Daria Tsybaeva undertook the site survey.
2.5.8 The site conditions were mostly overcast and rain but the site was well-drained.
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3.1.1

3.2
3.21

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.2.4

3.2.5

3.2.6

3.3
3.3.1

Introduction

The results of the excavation show only one phase of activity present on site. All
features were dated to the POW camp's period of occupation (1939-1948) while most
finds appeared to come from the post-camp period. Some features were not excavated
as they contained fragments of decaying corrugated roof asbestos. All features have
been grouped together based on the structures they formed (Fig. 2).

Perimeter fence 192

In the eastern half of excavation area were a series of large post holes and a ditch that
formed the northern and western sides of a substantial perimeter fence.

Three of the post holes were excavated and all were of similar depth and profile (Plates
8-10). On the northern side post hole 189 was sub-rectangular in plan, 0.98m long and
0.8m wide. It had vertical sides and a concave stepped base and was 0.78m deep. The
basal fill (190) was a mid greyish brown sand, 0.58m thick, with part of a wooden post
still surviving to a height of 0.2m and about 0.2m wide. Secondary fill (191) was a mid
yellowish brown silty sand, 0.54m thick, with crushed chalk and occasional small
stones, fragments of brick and metal. The final disuse fill (210) was a mid brownish
grey silty sand, 0.2m thick.

On the western line of the fence post hole 145 was sub-rectangular in plan, 1m long
and 0.8m wide, with vertical sides. Its base was slightly concave, 0.8m deep. It
contained a postpipe (161) that was a dark brown silty sand, 0.4m thick. The primary
backfill (166) was a light brownish yellow chalky sand, 0.3m thick, with moderate
inclusions of small chalk fragments. Secondary fill (163) was a mid reddish brown silty
sand, 0.2m thick. Upper disuse fill (160) was a mid yellowish brown chalky sand, 0.3m
thick, with occasional inclusions of chalk, yellow sand and flint.

Post hole 141 was also sub-rectangular in plan, 1m long and 0.8m wide. It had vertical
sides and a concave base, slightly shallower than the rest at only 0.6m deep. Primary
fill (156) was a mid orangey brown sand, 0.5m thick, with occasional fragments of
cement. Secondary fill (155) was a mid brown sand, 0.3m thick. Final disuse fill (154)
was a light greyish brown silty sand, 0.15m thick.

Further south the fence line was defined by palisade/fence trench 146 (151) which ran
on the north-south alignment. It had vertical sides and a slightly concave base,
measuring 0.9m wide and 0.9m deep. lts primary fill (147) was a dark reddish brown
silty sand, 0.4m thick. It was overlain by a light greyish yellow sand and crushed chalk
(148), 0.76m thick. The final fill (149) was a dark greyish brown silty sand, 0.3m thick,
with occasional fragments of ceramic building material (CBM). The trench (151) was not
fully excavated at the southern end of excavation but the slot shows the outline of
another postpipe (153) within it.

Post hole 229 still contained a concrete block used to support the wooden posts of the
fence. A slot excavated along its edge showed the concrete block to be 0.8m in length
and in width and 0.5m thick. The concrete would have been poured around the wooden
post which left a circular hole in the concrete, about 0.2m in diameter.

Fence 195

A line of 10 smaller post holes on an east-south-east to west-north-west alignment form
a second, lesser fence line. One post hole (187), second from the east, was excavated.
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3.6
3.6.1

3.6.2

3.7
3.71

It was circular in plan, 0.38m in diameter, with steep sides and a flat base at 0.16m
deep. It contained a dark greyish orange silty sand (188).

A further 8 post holes formed two more possible parallel rows south of the first row. All
were similar in shape and size; some still contained fragments of the wooden posts.

Water systems 193 and 110

Two structures associated with the drainage of water were found within the fenced off
area of the camp, on the eastern half of the excavation. Both consisted of one sub-
rectangular pit filled with fragmented freezer block and clinker, another one or two pits
that were backfilled with rubble from the camp and a drain or a pipe that joined them.

The southern structure 110 (Plate 5) had a gully running from one pit into another,
possibly as part of an overflow system. The first pit was sub-circular in plan and
contained building rubble; it was not excavated. The next pit (143) was sub-rectangular
in plan, measuring 1.45m long and 1.3m wide. It had vertical sides and a stepped base
reaching the depth of 0.24m and 0.4m. The pit was filled with small to medium
fragments of blueish black clinker and slag. An iron pipe on the east to west alignment
ran from the east up to the structure and was possibly associated with it.

The northern structure 193 (plate 11) had a sub-rectangular pit filled with breeze block
and clinker that was located next to a steep-sided, sub-circular pit 185, 1.3m long and
1.1m wide. The latter was only partially excavated due to presence of asbestos. It
contained a mid yellowish brown sand (186) with fragments of cement blocks, iron
drainage grid, asbestos roof tiles, a tin can, bricks and a door handle with preserved
bakelite knobs and a lock mechanism. The structure included the remains of a ceramic
drain aligned to the north-east and a water pipe running into pit 185 from the eastern
edge of excavation.

Building 223

At the north-western corner of excavation a row of five post pits aligned north to south
formed one side of possible building foundations. All pits were similar in shape and size
on the surface and only one was excavated (Plate 13).

The southern-most pit (121) was sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.04m long and 0.88m
wide. It had gradually sloping sides and a flat base, 0.14m deep. It contained a dark
brownish grey silty sand (122) with moderate inclusions of stones, CBM and cement
fragments. The pit also contained part of a late 20" century plastic doll's leg.

Building 100

Remains of a possible building comprising 5 foundation pads were located in the south-
eastern corner of excavation (Plates 1-3). One of the foundation pads still retained a
concrete block measuring 0.8m long and 0.7m wide.

Pit (103), in the north-western corner, was excavated and was found to be sub-
rectangular in plan, 1m long and 0.75m wide. It had steep convex sides and a flat base,
measuring 0.25m deep. The pit contained a red-brownish sand (102), 0.25m thick,
sloping against the southern side. It was overlain by a dark blackish grey sand (101),
0.25m thick.

Building 194

A series of post holes forming several parallel rows aligned north to south with more
post holes filling the spaces in between formed foundations of one or possibly two
structures. Some of the post holes contained the remains of wooden posts (Plate 12).
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Post hole 183 was sub-circular in plan, 0.57m long and 0.52m wide. It had vertical
sides and a flat base, 0. 34m deep. Its fill (184) was a dark greyish orange silty sand.

Post hole 181 was sub-circular in plan, 0.58m long and 0.36m wide, with vertical sides
and a flat base, 0. 4m deep. Its fill (182) was a dark orangey grey silty sand and
contained fragments of CBM and a wooden post.

Post hole 175 was circular in plan, measuring 0.25m in diameter. It had gradually
sloping sides and a concave base, 0. 12m deep. It contained a dark blackish orange
silty sand (176).

Post hole 179 was square in plan; its sides were steep, measuring 0.54m long. It had a
flat base, 0. 24m deep. It contained a dark orangey grey silty sand (180) with fragments
of CBM, metal and glass. Next to it was a shallow possible post pad 177 with no
stratigraphic relationship to post hole 179. The post pad was sub-square in plan with
gently sloping sides, 0.54m long and 0.48m wide. It had a flat base, 0.06m deep. Its fill
(178) was dark reddish grey silty sand with fragments of CBM.

Building 104
Three out of four possible foundation pads/pits were excavated (Plate 4).

Pit 106 was sub-rectangular in plan with gradually sloping sides, measuring 0.6m long
and 0.5m wide. lts base was flat, 0.05m deep. It contained a dark greyish brown silty
sand (105).

Foundation pad 108 was sub-rectangular in plan, measuring 1.3m long and 1m wide. It
had gradually sloping sides and a flat base, 0.05m deep. It contained a dark greyish
brown silty sand (107).

Foundation pad 109 was sub-rectangular in plan, 1.2m long to the baulk and 0.8m
wide. It had steep sides and a flat base, 0.15m deep. It was filled with a mid greyish
blue silty clay (142).

Pits
Several pits found across site could not be associated with any possible structure.

Pit 119 was sub-rectangular in plan aligned east to west with gently sloping sides, 2.3m
long and 0.9m wide. It had a flat base, 0.06m deep. It contained a mid greyish brown
silty sand (120), fragments of CBM, 17 screws and one nail.

Pit 117 was sub-square in plan with gradually sloping sides, 1.08m long and 0.96m
wide. It had an uneven, ribbed base, 0.08m deep. It contained a mid greyish brown silty
sand (118) with fragments of iron and glass.

Pit 135 was sub-rectangular in plan aligned east to west with gradually sloping sides,
2.5m long and 0.74m wide. It had a mostly flat base, 0.18m deep, and contained a dark
greyish brown silty sand (136) with fragments of iron and CBM.

Pit 174 was sub-rectangular in plan aligned north-west to south-east, measuring 0.6m
long and 0.5m wide. It had gradually sloping sides and a flat base, 0.04m deep. It
contained a dark greyish black silty sand (209) with fragments of clinker.

Pit 173 was sub-rectangular in plan, partially covered by the baulk. It had gradually
sloping sides, 0.8m wide, and a concave base, 0.2m deep. It contained a dark greyish
brown silty sand (136) with fragments of iron and CBM.

Pit 221 was sub-square in plan with near vertical sides and a slightly concave base,
0.15m deep. It measured 0.8m in length and 0.7m wide. It contained a dark brown sand
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(222). Six red bricks were laid out at the base, 1 brick wide and 2 bricks long, possibly
serving as a foundation for a post.

Drainage ditches

Ditch 112 (114) was aligned north to south and measured 0.6m wide. It had gradually
sloping sides with a concave base at 0.1m depth. It contained a dark reddish brown
sand (111, 113) with occasional fragments of CBM, flint and chalk.

Ditch 116, aligned north to south, had gradually sloping sides measuring 1.1m wide. Its
base was concave, 0.1m deep. Its fill (115) was a dark greyish brown sand.

Ditches 116 and 112 (114) ran parallel in the southern half of the excavation area but
disappeared possibly into topsoil in the northern half. The ditches could be associated
with drainage either during or post-camp period.

Service trenches

An iron water or gas pipe was picked up in the terminus of ditch/trench 131 aligned east
to west along the southern edge of excavation (Plate 7). Its terminus was square in
plan and had vertical sides, 0.54m wide. The base was not reached and excavation
stopped at the depth of 0.84m when the pipe was located. The ditch contained several
layers of deliberate backfill. The lowermost excavated layer (231) was a light yellowish
grey crushed chalk with larger chalk fragments, 0.06m thick. It was followed by a dark
greyish brown silty sand (232), 0.26m thick. This was followed by several more layers
of crushed chalk (233, 132 and 134) overlain in turn by more layers of silty sand (234
and 133), each measuring on average 0.12m thick. Occasional fragments of CBM,
metal and glass were found in fills 133 and 134.The iron pipe came up to the surface.

Trench 211 was aligned north to south and had near vertical sides, 0.54m wide. It was
excavated to a depth of 0.4m when the iron pipe was found. It seems possible this
trench is the continuation of trench 131. The lowest excavated fill was a dark reddish
brown silty sand (212), 0.22m thick, with occasional fragments of CBM. It was overlain
by a light yellowish grey crushed chalk (213), 0.12m thick. A parallel trench to the east
of trench 211 was partially excavated to reveal another iron pipe.

Trench 211 was hidden by a demolition layer (128) which was a light greyish brown silty
sand, 0.04m thick, with moderate small stones, CBM and cement. The demolition layer
128 also obscured a possible drainage ditch (129, 217) and a row of five post holes
(214, 216) along the drain.

Drainage ditch 129 (217) was L-shaped in plan aligned from east to west before turning
to the south and out of the excavation area. It had gently sloping sides and a slightly
concave base measuring 0.76-0.86m wide and 0.10-0.16m deep. It contained a dark
brownish grey silty sand (130, 218) with occasional stones and fragments of CBM,
metal and glass.

The post holes (214, 216) were sub-circular in plan and seemed to follow the L-shape
of drain 129. They had steep sides and flat bases measuring approximately 0.5m in
diameter and 0.28m in depth. Post hole 214 contained a mid brownish grey silty sand
(215) with frequent inclusions of small to medium stones, fragments of charcoal and
clinker. Post hole 216 was too obscured by demolition layer 128 to determine its fill.

On the west side of the excavation ditch/trench 171, aligned north to south, had a
square-shaped terminus and near vertical sides, 0.8m wide. It was excavated to a
depth of 1.1m. A ceramic drain branched off the north-south aligned drain and ran into
the terminus of 171. The lowest excavated fill of trench 171 was a light yellowish grey
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chalky sand (201), 0.25m thick. Above it was a light greyish brown sand (200), 0.65m
thick which was overlain by a light yellowish grey chalky sand (199), 0.4m thick, with
occasional CBM. The next layer of backfill was a light brown sand (198), 0.10m thick,
followed by a light yellowish grey chalky sand (197), 0.12m thick. The final fill (196) was
a light brownish grey sandy silt, 0.10m thick.

Just east of trench 171 was a parallel trench 172 with a rounded shallow terminus. It
had near vertical sides, 0.8m wide, and a base that sloped gradually to the south, to
0.5m deep. Its primary fill was a light yellowish grey chalky sand (207) 0.2m thick. It
was overlain by a dark greyish brown silty sand (206), 0.3m thick, with occasional
lenses of crushed chalk. The final backfill was a light brownish grey chalky sand (202),
0.25m thick, with medium fragments of chalk.

Structure 125

Another service pipe, aligned north-east to south-west, was found in the western part of
excavation (Plate 6). It branched off at a straight angle towards a possible drainage
structure (158). The ditch (159) that carried the pipe had vertical sides, 0.7m wide, but
was not fully excavated. The pipe was located at 0.46m deep. The ditch had several
sloping layers of backfill, the lowest being a dark greyish brown silty sand (169). This
was overlain by a light yellowish grey crushed chalk (225) with larger chalk fragments
which was followed by more layers of silty sand (226 and 228) separated by another
layer of crushed chalk (227).

The ditch (159) was truncated by a pit (158) which was rectangular in plan, 0.8m long
and 0.66m wide, and aligned north-east to south-west. It had steep sides and a slightly
concave base, 0.26m deep. It contained dark blueish black fragments of clinker and
slag (168) which probably served for drainage.

Ditch 170 with ceramic pipe cut over the top of pit 158. It had gradually sloping sides
and a flat base, 0.54m wide and 0.08m deep. Its fill was a dark greyish brown silty clay
(224) with frequent small fragments of cement and, in places, remnants of the ceramic

pipe.

A small gully 123, aligned north to south, joined pit 158. The outline of the gully showed
that it previously contained a pipe. The gully had gradually sloping sides and a concave
base, measuring 0.30m wide and 0.09m deep. It contained a mid greyish brown sand
(124) with frequent small fragments of chalk.

Boundary ditch

Ditch 126 aligned north-east to south-west was found on the south side of the
excavation area. It could represent either an earlier or potentially a later boundary as it
was out of alignment with other features of the camp that are either aligned north to
south or east to west. The ditch had gradually sloping sides, 1.8m wide, and a flat base,
0.24m deep. It contained a dark reddish brown silty sand (127) with occasional
fragments of CBM, stones and yellow brick which was not found anywhere else on the
site.

Finds Summary

Sub-samples of Ceramic Building Materials, glass and metal, including a door hinge
and a door handle have been retained to show a range of finds from the site. All finds
were photographed but have not been retained (Plates 15-26).
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3.15  Environmental Summary

3.15.1 No environmental sampling was undertaken as no contexts with potential for
waterlogged or charred remains were encountered.
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4 DiscussioN AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1
411

41.2

413

41.4

4.1.5

4.1.6

Structure of the camp

The main camp initially housed lItalians and these were later joined by Ukrainian and
German prisoners. In March 1946, it is known that the Italian prisoners were getting
ready to be repatriated from the camp (Appendix F, NA, 2016). The headquarters were
located at Mildenhall and the Eriswell camp also included two satellite camps at Ely and
Cranwich (later reduced to a hostel) and several hostels at Woodcock, Cheveley,
Soham, Histon, West Tofts and other billets. Camp 26 at Ely was only attached to
Camp 85 Victoria around October-November 1947. The numbers of PoWs stationed at
the camp and in the associated hostels ranged from under 200 to nearly 2000 prisoners
within a few months of 1947 (Appendix F, NA, 2016).

Camp 85 Victoria was described as being a purpose-built 'standard’ issue camp
(Thomas, 2003). All PoW camps have been classified white, grey or black according to
their political views, black being those prisoners who held views most closely aligned to
National Socialist Party ideology. This camp was generally described as grey with
strong white leaning (Appendix F, NA, 2016).

A 'standard' camp would have comprised a guards' compound, prisoners' compound,
prisoners' garden plots, recreation ground and a sewage disposal works (Thomas,
2003). The prisoners' compound and recreation ground would have been enclosed by a
wire fence supported by concrete posts. Part of this inner perimeter fence (192) with
substantial concrete pads for wooden posts was found during the excavation (Fig. 4). A
smaller fence (195), possibly of barbed wire, could have been a later addition after the
camp expanded. The water system (193) appears to cut over the top of where
perimeter fence 192 would have been, and building 194 is very close to the fence as
well so it appears that fence 192 was taken down and replaced with the smaller fence
195. There is a mention of the removal of barbed wire from the hostels in January 1947
and it is likely that changes to the fencing of the main camp also happened at varying
points (Appendix F, NA, 2016).

Inside the prisoner's compound there would have been living huts, a cook house,
latrines, dining huts, recreation huts, showers and other ancillary buildings. The living
huts would have been Ministry of War Production (MoWP) standard huts build in ten
six-feet long bays out of pre-cast reinforced concrete frames and wall panels with
windows on alternate bays (Thomas, 2003). Two such huts can still be seen outside the
development area to the east (Plate 14). Foundations of another two have been
revealed by the excavation as buildings 100 and 104 (Plates 1-4).

One MoWP hut (building 104) was possibly replaced by building 194 which was raised
up above the ground on wooden posts. Its position above the ground as well as two
water management systems (193 and 143) that provided drainage and water supply,
imply that building 194 was either a shower/drying room or a latrine block (Plates 5, 11-
12).

Outside the inner perimeter fence 192 would have been a guards' compound which can
be clearly distinguished to the west of the prisoners' compound on the 1945 aerial
photograph (Plate 27). It would have contained separate accommodation quarters,
administration offices, detention block and sometimes a water tower. It is possible that
building 223 would have formed part of these administration buildings (Plate 13). The
drain 129 and service pipe 131 would have formed part of the services to another
building within the guards' compound, however no visible foundations survive.
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The structure 125 (Plate 6) that had a ceramic drainage pipe as well as two other pipes
123 and 159 (supply of fuel and water?), was possibly part of a kitchen/canteen for the
guards.

It is quite possible that while PoWs were housed in MoWP huts, the officers and
administration buildings were in a different type of huts that left no visible trace in the
ground. Local residents remember Nissen huts located near Mildenhall (Appendix C).

Ditches 171 and 172 running parallel to the main road have probably formed part of the
camp's outer defences and served as drainage ditches as well.

Life in PoW Camp Victoria

Analysis of the camp inspection reports (Appendix F, NA, 2016) and an interview
conducted with two local villagers from Mildenhall (Appendix C) allows us a glimpse
into what the life of a PoW would have been like within the camp.

The prisoners were ltalian to begin with, then mainly Ukrainian later replaced with
German prisoners. Their accommodation was in huts heated by two cast iron pot-belly
stoves (Thomas, 2003). During the day all PoWs worked on the farms and were taken
to and from work in lorries. It seems that prisoners had friendly relations with their
employers. In some cases after being released former prisoners have taken over or
even inherited the farm they were working on. Outside of work they were free to move
around and many PoWs chose to come into Mildenhall for tea to Shreblins restaurant.
This is well remembered by the interviewees. It appears that on the whole the prisoners
had good relations with the local population and were in regular contact.

After the war local resident Mrs Pam Fritz married a German PoW from the camp by
the name of Walter Fritz, she was interviewed as part of the background research for
the project (see Appendix C). Pam remembers a Ukranian PoW who made her a ring
out of a silver coin. Another prisoner, Arthur Misch, was in regular contact with Sunday
school teacher and Methodist preacher, Bessie Finchin. The only recorded conflict
between the local residents of Mildenhall and the PoWs was recorded in July 1947 after
extra freedoms granted to the prisoners (Appendix F, NA, 2016).

The camp and its satellites were screened on a regular, sometimes monthly basis. With
every visit the morale and political 'progress' of the PoWs was analysed. The inspection
reports (Appendix F, NA, 2016) tell us that heavy agricultural labour promoted apathy
towards politics. Any digressions from good morale and balanced political views, as
well as any conflicts arising between PoWs, local population and officers were strictly
monitored and resolved. British staff and appointed leaders within the camps were
encouraged to promote that “we in Britain desire peace with all countries” (Appendix F,
NA, 2016).

To help the well-being and encourage political progress of the PoWs towards their
repatriation (turning “white”), the prisoners were offered religious practices, educational
and entertainment facilities such as drama, sports festivals and college courses.
English language teaching was encouraged and closely monitored with regular
proficiency exams taking place. They had access to and were involved in English and
German newspapers, library, organised lectures, discussion groups, radio programmes,
films, press reviews, camp magazine and information room. It seems that every camp
and hostel had at least one classroom with a blackboard, provided with electricity and
stoves for heating (Appendix F, NA, 2016).
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4.3
4.3.1

4.3.2

4.3.3

Post-War and Present Significance

In the post-war period after the repatriation of those prisoners who could, and wanted to
return home, Mrs Fritz remembers that some of the relocated and displaced British
families, including those from London, were housed in the Nissen huts at the camp.
Some of the PoWs, those who had jobs, chose to stay in England.

When the camp stopped functioning, most of the structures were taken apart by local
villagers and farmers, partly to free up precious agricultural land and partly to re-use
the building materials. Two standing MoWP huts are still well used and maintained by
the present day farmer.

Camp Victoria is one of only two known PoW camps of 'standard’ issue in Suffolk, both
long demolished (Thomas, 2003). Despite their recent history, PoW camps in Britain
are poorly recorded and understood. The camp and its occupants are still remembered
by some of the local residents. It has been found to form part of the local identity and
social history of the people and the area, and has become part of the local “sense of
place”.
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APPENDIX A. CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context |Cut [Same as |Breadth (m) Depth (m) Category |Type
100 Structure Building
101 103 0.25[Fill Post hole
102 103 0.25(Fill Post hole
103 0.75 0.25|Cut Post hole
104 100 Structure Building
105 106 0.05|Fill Post pad
106 0.5 0.05|Cut Post pad
107 108 0.05|Fill Post pad
108 1 0.05|Cut Post pad
109 0.8 0.15|Cut Post pad
110 193 Structure Drainage
111 112 114 0.1]Fill Ditch
112 0.6 0.1 Cut Ditch
113 114 112 0.1]Fill Ditch
114 0.65 0.1|Cut Ditch
115 116 0.1]Fill Ditch
116 1.1 0.1 Cut Ditch
117 0.96 0.08|Cut Post pad
118 117 0.08|Fill Post pad
119 0.9 0.06|Cut Post pad
120 119 0.06 | Fill Post pad
121 0.88 0.14|Cut Post pad
122 121 0.14|Fill Post pad
123 0.3 0.09|Cut Gully
124 123 0.09[Fill Gully
125 Structure Drainage
126 0.24|Cut Ditch
127 126 1.8 0.24|Fill Ditch
128 0.04 | Layer Demolition spread
129 0.76 0.1 Cut Gully
130 129 0.1|Fill Gully
131 0.54 0.82|Cut Ditch
132 131 0.1/ Fill Ditch
133 131 0.14|Fill Ditch
134 131 0.16 | Fill Ditch
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135 0.74 0.18| Cut Post pad
136 135 0.18|Fill Post pad
141 0.8 0.6 Cut Pit

142 109 0.15|Fill Post pad
143 1.3 0.24-0.4 | Cut Pit and gully
144 143 0.24-0.4(Fill Pit and gully
145 0.8 0.8 Cut Pit

146 0.9 0.9|Cut Post hole
147 146 0.4|Fill Post hole
148 146 0.76 | Fill Post hole
149 146 0.3 Fill Post hole
150 151 1 0.1]Fill Gully
151 0.1 Cut Gully
152 153 0.4 0.1/ Fill Post hole
153 0.1|Cut Post hole
154 141 0.15|Fill Pit

155 141 0.3]Fill Pit

156 141 0.5 Fill Pit

157 141 0.05Fill Pit

158 0.66 0.26 | Cut Pit

159 0.7 0.46 | Cut Ditch
160 145 0.1]Fill Pit

161 145 0.4|Fill Pit

163 145 0.25|Fill Pit

166 145 0.4Fill Pit

168 158 |144 0.26 | Fill Pit

169 159 133 0.2 Fill Ditch
170 0.54 0.08 | Cut Gully
171 0.8 1.1 Cut Ditch
172 0.8 0.5|Cut Ditch
173 0.8 0.5|Cut Post pad
174 0.5 0.04 | Cut Post pad
175 0.25 0.12|Cut Post hole
176 175 0.12]Fill Post hole
177 0.48 0.06 | Cut Pit

178 177 0.06 | Fill Pit

179 0.54 0.24 | Cut Pit

180 179 0.24|Fill Pit

181 0.36 0.4|Cut Post hole
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182 181 0.4 |Fill Post hole
183 0.52 0.34|Cut Post hole
184 183 0.34|Fill Post hole
185 1.1 -|Cut Pit

186 185 - Fill Pit

187 0.38 0.16 | Cut Post hole
188 187 0.16 | Fill Post hole
189 0.8 0.78| Cut Post hole
190 189 0.58 | Fill Post hole
191 189 0.54 | Fill Post hole
192 Structure Fence
193 Structure Drainage
194 Structure Building
195 Structure Fence
196 171 0.1|Fill Ditch
197 171 0.12Fill Ditch
198 171 0.1/ Fill Ditch
199 171 0.4[Fill Ditch
200 171 0.65Fill Ditch
201 171 0.25[Fill Ditch
202 172 0.3]Fill Ditch
206 172 0.3]Fill Ditch
207 172 0.2|Fill Ditch
208 173 0.2|Fill Pit

209 174 0.04 | Fill Pit

210 189 0.2 Fill Post hole
211 0.54 0.4|Cut Ditch
212 211 0.22|Fill Ditch
213 211 0.12Fill Ditch
214 0.58 0.28| Cut Post hole
215 214 0.28|Fill Post hole
216 0.5 0.28| Cut Post hole
217 0.86 0.16 | Cut Gully
218 217 0.16 | Fill Gully
219 Structure Fence (see 192)
220 229 0.8 0.5]Fill Concrete pad
221 0.7 0.15|Cut Post pad
222 221 0.15|Fill Post pad
223 Structure Building
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224 170 0.08|Fill Gully
225 159 0.2 Fill Ditch
226 159 0.4|Fill Ditch
227 159 0.2]Fill Ditch
228 159 0.08|Fill Ditch
229 0.8 -| Cut Post hole
230 229 -|Fill Post hole
231 131 0.06 | Fill Ditch
232 131 0.26 | Fill Ditch
233 131 0.1 Fill Ditch
234 131 0.14|Fill Ditch
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AprPENDIX B. INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT

This interview was conducted by Daria Tsybaeva and Dave Browne from Oxford Archaeology
East on Wednesday, 09/03/2016

Local residents: Pam Fritz and Colin

(Colin) So maybe, do | need to introduce you?.. Pam, her husband was a PoW at Victoria
Camp, along with Arthur who at the moment is in Mab's Hall next door to the Lloyd's Bank -
residential home. But these two prisoners were mates together and when you met... but you
didn't meet Walter until he was...

(Pam) Yeah he was from the prison camp, he went to work for Major Beattie in
Newmarket, in the stables. But he didn't like it there so then he moved to Beatram Derris
up north and that's where | met him.

(OA East) So when he was in the camp you didn't know him?

No | didn't know him when he was in the camp. But | knew he was with Ken... Ken
Bullard. He was the guard who used to look after them. And he was very good. Walter
used to say that he looked after them well...

So do you, do any of you actually remember the camp itself when it was active? Did people
know it was there? Well, | assume they knew it was there...

Yeah, we used to go by the camp...the big old huts...

...huts. And | think when | went there, | think, when a previous prisoner came over, 23 years
ago, and this Arthur Misch, | used him to translate. This ex-prisoner have come over with his
grandson and stayed at the Bell but he knew his way around here because he used to go to tea
at the old cottage hospital in Mildenhall with Bessie Finchin in Kings Way...but anyway... he
used to come out on a Sunday to visit Bessie Finchin. She was Sunday School teacher and
such like, Methodist. He would then go to chapel with her at Hollywell but also Mildenhall.

So when he came over, 23 years ago, when he looked in the chapel of Mildenhall, “ah the organ
used to be over there” on the left and years it's been on the right...anyway... we, other boys, I'd
been too young to [remember].

| can remember the front of it [the camp]. We used to walk up that way then, didn't have
cars back then.

| remember 23 years ago when this prisoner did come and | think there were about couple of
huts up there... still up there?

Yes

Two still up there?

Yes, two huts

Oh | though they were all gone

There are still two huts standing, | think the farmer uses them for storage but they are still
standing.
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No | didn't know him [Walter] when he was prisoner, when he was at the camp. | knew a
Ukranian who used to be there. They [the prisoners] used to come into town to the
Shreblins. My mother used to be a waitress in there...remember my mum?

Shreblins restaurant, Shreblins, one near the war memorial, that is Shreblins where the car par
at the front and the railings now but was...

But that's where a lot of prisoners used to go for their afternoon tea.

So they were allowed the freedom of going to town?

Oh yeah, they used to come in to Mildenhall but when they went to work they had to go
by lorry... Down in lorries, used to take them to where they work and pick them up and
take them back, but evenings or afternoons when they were free they were allowed to
come into Mildenhall. And | got to know a Ukranian worker, well a lot of them because
my mum worked there...you remember my mum don't you? And... well | remember, he
made me a ring out of a silver coin. I've still got it somewhere. | was about maybe 12 or
13.

That's lovely. And you still have it?

I've still got it, I've got it in my jewellery box down there... But they [prisoners] made lots
of lovely things. They were quite clever, weren't they?

They made bits and pieces here and in West Row
So they were very clever, lots of them... things they used to make...

So | don't know when Pam actually met Walter, maybe he was... Walter was like a forman there
at the dairy and her [Pam's] sister and brother, who died 2-3 years ago, Steve Vile, he used to
come to the chapel and Shirley, his wife, and they all used to work at the dairy.

But anyway, this Arthur who's in the Mab's Hall well he's perhaps had a stroke but he's not able
to converse so well now, speech is affected.

We're getting a bit older now. Not many of them about. Arthur in Mab's Hall, he's 90 anytime
now, he was picked up when he was about 17 or 18... by the Americans. See he was a dispatch
rider and had a puncture, tried to fill his punctured tyre with hay to get the message back to the
Germans and the Americans said, no you are gonna come with us... no I've got to take this
message... you are coming with us...

Pam will say Walter was from the east part of Germany so he didn't want to... go back. | think
his brother perhaps went back but if they were under the influence of the Russians...

But anyway, this Ken, the guard Sergeant, who used to be up at the Victoria Camp, he married
a local girl, one of the Thompsons, Regina?

Oh, Peggie?

So Walter didn't... Well, when did he have the opportunity to go back to Germany?
Well they had a choice when they were released.

When they were... when were they released, do you know?

Well | met Walter in... can't remember, | was... fifteen... Trying to think what year it would
be 1953-5, must be [19]45 because | didn't know Walter till then, because he came to the
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dairy then. He was twenty. He went to Newmarket first. They had to get a job or they went
back so he wasn't gonna go back to Germany anyway because he came from East
Germany. Russia took over East Germany and he decided to stay so he went to
Newmarket to work for Major Beattie. He wasn't very long there because Beattie kept
saying to him “you've got to call me Major” and he [Walter] said “l ain't calling you
Major”. Anyway he wasn't there long. Then he came to Mildenhall and so he worked for
Mr Barker. Then | left school at fifteen and | started to work there and that's how | met
Walter.

Walter was quite a tall, good looking fella. | used to know...
Well there's photos of him
But he was a paratrooper was he?

Yeah he was a paratrooper. He got shot down, | don't really know where but then when he
got captured he had a choice to go to Russia or England. And he told me all this. He had
a choice. He thought, well he's not going back to Russia so he said | am going to
England. He said he got from Germany over to England by track otherwise [to] Russia
they'd have to walk so | say we go over to England. And | think he was 20 when he came
here. He had to go join up when he had to at... was that 17? And then he was captured
when he was 19, that's right.

Where about was he captured do you know?

It was in Germany. | don't know where. He probably did say but | didn't take notice, yeah
and he stayed here ever since.

So he was released around 19457

Yeah

Do you know if that's when the camp stopped working? Or did it carry on for a bit longer?
No it wasn't long after was it? Because | think they all sort of went their way.

Camp just slowly kind of stopped working?

Yeah

I know that the other part of the camp which is across the road from Thetford Road...
Yeah that's right, you go left...

They used to be straight crossroads but then they made it stagger... anyway that then became,
it was tin huts...Nissen huts.

That's right, | remember, round like that they were ones, weren't they?
There were a lot of local families or displaced from London or whatever... Petkanski was it?

Yeah because they put them in there when the prisoners of war went, didn't they? If you
came down from London, you went in there.

So | should think mid to late 40s they were filled up with... [people] Robinson's family was in
there. Rosie Harris... Bill Harris.

Yeah a lot of them went in there.

So they were, places they've been in burnt down or whatever.
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There were Italians there [main camp] first, then there was brought a load of Ukranians.
And then | think the Germans were the last to get in there.

Was it a case of the ltalians were still there when the Ukranians turned up and then the
Ukranians were still there...

Well they weren't there very long, | think they moved off to another camp or something. |
know the Italians were the first lot, | know the Ukranians were round for quite a while but
there weren't a lot of Germans.

No, well the Italians would be captured from North Africa. A lot of them shipped back over here
but | think some of the Germans went out as far as Canada.

Yeah a lot of them did.
But the Italians once they changed sides...

Yeah | remember, | think, a lot of them went back. And a lot of the Germans didn't
because this has got to be East Germany and that has been took over [by] Russia, and
that's why Walter never went back. | mean he had him and his brother but his brother
said to him “what you gonna do? Are you going back?”. And he [Walter] said no but his
brother said, “oh no | am going back”. And he went back and he was on the East
Germany side then, and it was years before we met up because they wouldn't let you in.

So do you know if quite a few people decided to stay then after the camp?

Here? Not really, | knew Arthur Misch, one or two, there weren't many Germans here.
What were here | think they just moved.

And the lItalians went back?

Oh yeah, Italians | think they all went home, but yeah in Germany it wasn't very good to
go back at the time then anyway.

There was one who used to work for Banks... Eric...

What about? Fritzmische? There was Fritzmische... He was always another one with
Walter. There was three of them, there was Arthur, Fritz and Walter. Yeah there was three
of them what's stayed. There weren't many stayed in Mildenhall out of Germany.

Do you know how big the camp was? How many people stayed there approximately? Are we
talking a hundred men?...

No, bigger than that, three or four hundred | would have thought.

So even that truck which used to bring the prisoners out to West Row, be one of there covered
airforce crew buses, quite you know as long as this, covered over and full of prisoners, used to
drop them off. They might have even worked at Elveden estate possibly.

Yeah they went all over the place, didn't they?

When | lived at West Row, Toby Reaves' grandparents had a German prisoner... well Italian
prisoner. | think he was a paratrooper, a tall good looking fella, charming. But Mrs...
grandfather's wife came out with a tray dinner time and a plate of well, a roast dinner, and she
set it on the barn's scales and he would draw a chair up. And that was like a midday meal. They
used to look after them prisoners very well, they were like members of the family.
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Yeah they were very respected.

And Arthur, who is in Mab's Hall now, he worked for George Markson... | don't know what his...
but anyway Mr and Mrs Markson down towards the speedway.... They hadn't any children. So
he was working for them and | think he had a caravan down there and eventually he was left
their farm and no children so that suited him, and he was you know, he was a good servant to
them, and he obviously... well he must have had family back in Germany, | don't quite know...

Well | think Ken, the guard Sergeant, who were able to get to meet this Wilhelm [visiting former
PoW], he'd been shot down in a JU88, shot down over the hill somewhere. Anyway Ken Bullard
well know here.

He is a local man.
He used to work for Haggis Bakers, didn't he?..
Well Walter was probably foreman there at the dairy?

He worked his way up. He started at the dairy and then he ended up in, well director, one
of them in the end. He was started right there when he was 22 because he was at
Newmarket [before] and he stayed there till he retired at 70. Never been ill and two years
after that he died. Never been ill, never been off sick. Quick as that. And he'd do anything
for anybody. Never had an enemy in this world.

So they [PoWs} have been working during the day and then they could go into town, have tea,
wander round... Did they have a certain curfew? When they had to be back do you know?

| don't know, they could have done because they weren't about in the evenings. Had to
be back, they were never walking about town in the evening but they always went to the
Shreblins for their tea.

So did they have the money to spend then?
Well if they worked, they've earned a little bit of money, you see they used to do that.
They would get paid by the farmers.

Yeah | think the farmers paid them their money... Obviously they didn't have a lot, but
pocket money | suppose.

Enough to get some cleaned up for Saturday night. Shall we say the Americans on a Saturday
night or weekend whatever, they'd perhaps go out to Norwich or something like that but | don't
think...

Oh they [PoWs] weren't allowed.

As far as... they'd only got bicycles and this Wilhelm who used to come in call at Bessie
Finchin's and have tea but then he was expected to go to chapel on the Sunday night.

That's why he got his free cup of tea and coffee and hot chocolate or something.
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My last question, do you remember what happened with the camp when it stopped working?
Did it remain standing for a while or was it taken apart?

Yeah that was there for several years, weren't it?

| think so. Could you see the huts from the road, you can't now because the trees are there
but...

You could see them...just trying to think, | should think they were like that 2-3 years or
maybe...

Who took it over?
Well did that go back to the old farmer?.... Elveden Estates that was it.

After the war like a lot of things were sold off but huts and such like, they came in just right for
farmers, and any sort of building so they used to bid so much and take them away.

Thank you very much Colin, and you too Pam, it's been lovely talking to you, it's not often we
get to speak to people who were actually involved in the archaeology we're digging up.
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Ref
ERL 001

ERL 007

ERL 010

ERL 017

ERL 017

ERL 017

ERL 017

ERL 018

ERL 028

ERL 029

ERL 034

ERL 041

ERL 051

Site Name
Dale Hole Round Barrow
MSF7832

Roman artefact scatter of
pottery and metalwork,
including coin and finger
ring.

MSF7838

'"The Pimples'
MSF7857

Findspot of a Bronze-Age
bronze penannular ring.
(BA)

MSF1552

Findspot of a handmade

Iron-Age pottery sherd. (I1A)

MSF7865

S of Dalehole Plantation
(Rom)

MSF7866

Anglo-Saxon artefact
scatter of coins. (Sax)

MSF7867

Dalehole Plantation
MSF7868

Site of a barrow of
unknown date.

MSF7880

Bronze-Age artefact
scatter of pottery found
within an area of a larger
Roman scatter.

MSF7881

Possible round barrow of
unknown date.

MSF7887

Roman artefact scatter,

including a bronze figurine
head of Atys.

MSF7897

Codson Hill
MSF1598

SUFFOLK

Period Summary Description

Un  Scheduled Monument - Tumulus located

E of A1065 at edge of field.

Rom TL 7304 7627 : 1934 excavations found
pottery, including samian (F38), and

bronze etc (S1))R1).

Neo Axe, greenstone, partly polished 'probably

Borrowdale volcanic ash' (S1)(R1).

BA  Bronze penannular ring of a type called
'ring money', 2cm in diameter, was found

in a field with a metal detector.

ERISWELL, FOREST HEATH,

NGR

Centred TL 7306
7721 (10m by
10m)

Centred TL 7305
7625 (100m by
100m)

Centred TL 7311
7731 (10m by
10m)

Centred TL 7286
7677 (285m by
603m)

1A Pottery sherd, probably late IA, handmade Centred TL 7295

sandy.

Rom Large pottery scatter on field ploughed

since 1985.

Sax ? Sceatta, not seen, said to have been

found by a treasure hunter (metal
detected).

Rom Pottery etc.

Un  Barrow - site of.

BA  Bronze Age pottery found (S1), within
area of larger Rom scatter, ERL 007.

Un  Scheduled Monument - Possible barrow,

flattened by ploughing.

Rom Bronze figurine head of Atys (sold).

Rom A Rom bronze brooch (S1).

7681 (10m by
10m)

Centred TL 7286
7677 (285m by
599m)

Centred TL 7295
7685 (100m by
100m)

Centred TL 7285
7715 (100m by
100m)

Centred TL 7306
7691 (10m by
10m)

Centred TL 7297
7624 (10m by
10m)

Centred TL 7310
7721 (10m by
10m)

Centred TL 7285
7695 (100m by
100m)

Centred TL 7295
7705 (100m by
100m)
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Ref Site Name Period Summary Description NGR

ERL 053 Findspot of a Bronze-Age BA  Bronze awl, two and five-sixteenths inches Centred TL 7318
bronze awl. long. 7638 (10m by
MSF7493 10m)

ERL 056  Iron-Age artefact scatter of 1A "2 gold staters - Iceni double crescents'  Centred TL 7250
pottery and coins, (Mack 397-9?) and a few Iceni silver and 7745 (10m by
including 2 gold staters- two cast potin coins (said by finder to be  10m)

Iceni double crescents and "Thurrock' type).
a few Iceni silver and 2

cast potin coins. (IA)

MSF9484

ERL 056  Findspot of an Anglo- Sax "Offa (AD 757-796) penny of unrecorded Centred TL 7250
Saxon Offa penny. (Sax) type found in area of 1A coins' (S1). 7745 (10m by
MSF9485 10m)

ERL 056 Large Roman artefact Rom Late Rom scatter of metalwork & pottery  Centred TL 7250
scatter of pottery and located some years earlier “on either side 7745 (10m by
metalwork, including a of drove' (S1). 10m)
coin. (Rom)

MSF9791

ERL 113 Codson Hill Un  Sub-square (square with rounded corners) TL 7367 7661
MSF19002 enclosure, circa 280m long sides (point)

enclosing circa 8.5 hectares.

ERL 233 Prisoner of War Camp 85 Mod The site of a Second World War prisoner Centred TL 7307
"Victoria Camp" of war camp at Codson Hill called Victoria 7672 (429m by
MSF27408 Camp 331m)

ERL240 OUTLINE RECORD: TL 7310 7660
Eriswell 2 Site Extension (point)

Scheme, A1065 (EVAL)
OAE
MSF34456

MNL 014  Hurst Fen Neolithic Site Neo Scheduled site of partially excavated Centred TL 7250
(Neo) extensive Neo settlement & typesite for 7687 (409m by
MSF163 Mildenhall Ware. 446m)

MNL 014  Hurst Fen (IA) IA 78 Sherds of early Iron Age or Neolithic ~ TL 7250 7680
MSF20321 pottery. Scheduled (point)

MNL 014  Hurst Fen Neolithic site Mes Mesolithic finds from Hurst Fen Neo site. Centred TL 7255
(Mes) 7685 (100m by
MSF9486 100m)

MNL 014  Hurst Fen Neolithic site BA  Bronze Age finds from Hurst Fen Neolithic Centred TL 7249
(BA) site. 7687 (408m by
MSF9487 451m)

MNL 106  Prehistoric artefact scatter Preh “Honey coloured flakes found' (S1)(R1).  Centred TL 7250
of flakes. 7635 (10m by
MSF8924 10m)

MNL 237  The Trout Pond Un Possible moat or pond. Centred TL 7223
MSF9207 7682 (10m by

10m)

MNL 282  Dense burnt flint patch of Un  Dense burnt flint patch, not visible on Centred TL 7242

unknown date.
MSF11547

surface but revealed when large hole
excavated by farmer, in 1970s (?).

7708 (10m by
10m)
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Ref
MNL 482

MNL 485

MNL 485

MNL 489

MNL 553

MNL 701

MNL Misc

Site Name
Defined area of

(repeated?) illegal metal
detector activity reported
by Forest Enterprise.

MSF15494

Mildenhall Warren (PMed)

MSF16090

Mildenhall Warren (Med)

MSF16091

Hurstfen Drove
MSF16692

Mildenhall Warren;
Mildenhall Woods

MSF22219
Bombay (1880s);
Mildenhall Woods
MSF27491

Bush Heath (Med)
MSF17845

Period Summary Description

un

PMe

Med

un

Med

Un

Med

Defined area of (repeated?) illegal metal
detector activity reported by Forest
Enterprise.

Single (clearly double in places) earthwork

bank surrounding most of Mildenhall
Warren, running for approximately 4.5km
(minimum).

Earthwork bank/s surrounding most of
Mildenhall Warren (see MNL 553), running
for approximately four and a half kms
minimum.

Small rectangular cropmark to the south-
west of MNL 014.

Mildenhall rabbit warren, established by
1247-8?

Somewhat sinuous large bank earthwork
forming very large (circa 700m N-S)
iregularly curving enclosure (3 sides only
survive) boundary on north, west and
south of 'Bombay', with entrances in
centre west and possibly the south-west.

Nov/Dec 1997: Metal detector find of
unidentified long cross penny (S1).

NGR

Centred TL 7210
7673 (10m by
10m)

Centred TL 7236
7524 (3120m by
2469m)

Centred TL 7297
7583 (100m by
100m)

Centred TL 7205
7655 (100m by
100m)

Centred TL 7189
7643 (786m by
760m)

Centred TL 7265
7575 (100m by
100m)

© Oxford Archaeology East

Page 34 of 52

Report Number 1928




AprPENDIX D. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Morgan, S., 2016. Specification for Archaeological Evaluation at Eriswell 2 Site Extension
Scheme, A1065, Eriswell, Suffolk. Unpublished

Thomas, R., 2003. Prisoner of War Camps (1939-1948). English Heritage

Tsybaeva, D. and Mortimer, R., 2016. Specification for Archaeological Excavation at Eriswell 2
Site Extension Scheme, A1065, Eriswell, Suffolk. Unpublished

Tsybaeva, D., 2016. Archaeological Evaluation at Eriswell 2 Site Extension Scheme, A1065,
Eriswell, Suffolk. (OAE, report 1894). Unpublished

Websites consulted:

British  Geological Survey (BGS), http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritainfhome.html
consulted on 22/02/2016

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 35 of 52 Report Number 1928



APPEN

pix E. WRITTEN ScHEME OF INVESTIGATION

Specification for Archaeological Evaluation

Oxford Archaeology Ltd is an Institute of Field Archaeologists Registered Organisation and
follows IFA By-Laws, Standards and Policy.

Site Name: Eriswell 2 Site Extension Scheme, A1065, Eriswell
Site Code: ESF23496

County (Grid Ref): Suffolk (TL 736 768)

Project No.: 19219

Project Type: Excavation

Event No.: ESF23496

Planning App. No.: N/A

Client: Anglian Water

Date: 24/2/2016

Author: Daria Tsybaeva and Richard Mortimer
5 1 General Background

11

1.2

13

Circumstances of the Project

This specification (Written Scheme of Investigation) has been
prepared on behalf of Anglian Water in response to a request by
Suffolk County Council Archaeological Services (SCCAS/CT). This
specification conforms to the principles identified in English Heritage's
guidance documents Management of Research Projects in the Historic
Environment, specifically the Morphe Project Manager's Guide (2006)
and PPN3 (Project Planning Note 3): Archaeological Excavation.

The Geology of the Site

The site lies on a bedrock of Holywell Nodular Chalk Formation and
New Pit Chalk Formation which is overlain by alluvium clay, silt, sand
and gravel (BGS).

The Proposed Development

This development will involve the construction of an lon Exchange
building covering a total of c. 2500 sgm within the footprint of a known
WWIlI PoW camp and in an area of high potential for earlier
archaeological periods.



3.1

3.2

3.3

3.1

3.1.1

3.2

3.2.1

Archaeological Background

Multi-period find scatters have been recorded from the area directly
adjacent to the site (ERL 017). These finds range in date from the
Bronze Age to Anglo-Saxon periods (MSF1552, MSF7865, MSF7866
and MSF7867). Finds ranging from Mesolithic to the Iron Age in date
have been uncovered at Hurst Fen Neolithic settlement (SAM1006065,
MSF163, MSF20321, MSF9486, MSF9487), 300m to the west.
Approximately 500m to the south-west, a scatter of Mesolithic flakes
have been found (MSF8924). A dense burnt flint patch has been
observed 500m to the north-west (MSF11547) of the site. Bronze Age
and Roman finds are known from the area to the south of the site
(MSF7881, MSF7493, MSF7838). A group of barrows, two of which
have been scheduled together (SAM1018345), are also known to the
north of the development area (ERL0O01, ERL 028 and 034).

There are earthworks of unknown date at Codson Hill (MSF19002) to
the east of the site.

The site is located in the north-western part of a WWII Prisoner Of War
(POW) camp (ERL 233). Camp 85 Victoria was a purpose-built camp
of 'standard' issue, initially for Italian and later German prisoners
between 1939 and 1948. The evalution (ERL240) carried out in
February 2016 found that the majority of the camp has been
demolished but foundation trenches and postholes survived throughout
the development area. Two truncated prehistoric ditches (of as yet
uncertain date) were also uncovered by the evaluation trenching.

Aims and objectives
Research frameworks

This excavation takes place within, and will contribute to the goals of
Regional Research Frameworks relevant to this area:

Research and Archaeology Revisited: A Revised Framework for the
East of England (Medlycott 2011, East Anglian Archaeology
Occasional Papers 24)

Research and Archaeology: A Framework for the Eastern counties: 1.
Resource Assessment (Glazebrook 1997, East Anglian Archaeology
Occasional Papers 3);

Research and Archaeology: A Framework for the Eastern counties: 2.
Research Agenda and Strategy (Brown & Glazebrook 2000, East
Anglian Archaeology Occasional Papers 8)

Aims of the excavation

The main aim of the investigation will be to preserve the
archaeological evidence contained within the excavation area by
record and to attempt a reconstruction of the history and use of the
site.



3.2.2

41

411

4.3

44

4.5

4.5.1

Based on the results of the evaluation, however, more specific aims
and research questions can be formulated:

to understand the preservation and development of the site during the
prehistoric period.
to understand the structure and organisation of the PoW camp Victoria
of 'standard' issue.
contribute to understanding of WWII PoW camps in Suffolk and Britain.

Methods

Background Research

A suitable level of documentary research has been undertaken in order
to determine the expected archaeological character of the site.
Existing information from historical sources and previous
archaeological finds and investigations in the vicinity will be collated
and presented in the final report. The archaeological background is
based on a Suffolk CC Historic Environment Record (HER) search
(9181247). Further documentary research will be undertaken following
excavation to gather whatever documentary information that exists on
Camp Victoria.

Aerial Photographs

Aerial photography is not required at this site. However, an aerial
photograph from Google Earth 1945 has been viewed and will be
included in the final report.

Geophysical Survey

Geophysical survey is not required at this site.

Excavation method

All fieldwork will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of
the OA Field Manual (ed. D Wilkinson 1992), and the revised OA
fieldwork manual (publication forthcoming). Further guidance is
provided to all excavators in the form of the OA Fieldwork Crib Sheets
— a companion guide to the Fieldwork Manual. These have been
issued ahead of formal publication of the revised Fieldwork Manual.



Pre-commencement

45.2

453

454

Before work on site commences, service plans will be checked to
ensure that access and groundworks can be conducted safely.

In order to minimise damage to the site and disruption to site users,
Oxford Archaeology will agree the following with the client/landowner
before work on site commences:

the location of entrance ways

sites for welfare units

soil storage areas

refuelling points for plant (if necessary), and the extent of any bunding
required around fuel dumps

access routes for plant and vehicles across the site

Excavation areas will be set out by a Lecia survey-grade GPS fitted
with "smartnet" technology with an accuracy of 5mm horizontal and
10mm vertical. Before excavation begins, the perimeter of each
excavation area will be scanned to check for live services entering or
leaving the area by a qualified and experienced operator using a CAT
and Genny that has a valid calibration certificate.

Soll stripping

455

456

Excavation areas will be stripped by a 360 tracked excavator operating
under close and continuous supervision by a suitably qualified and
experienced archaeologist. Topsoil and subsoil will be removed in a
controlled manner using a toothless ditching bucket (1.8-2.0m wide) to
the top of the first geological horizon, or to the upper interface of
archaeological features or deposits, whichever is encountered first.
Overburden will be excavated in spits not greater than 100mm thick.
The overburden will be metal detected prior to and during removal and
all non-ferrous objects, and ferrous objects of intrinsic interest, will be
retained.

The area will need to be excavated in two halves as there will be
insufficient room to store all the spoil within the development area. The
southern half (approximately 80m x 15m) will be stripped and the soil
bunded to the south, outside the development area. This area will be
excavated, recorded and signed off by the representative from Suffolk
County Council, and then the northern half will be stripped and the
spoil bunded on the cleared southern half. This area will then be
excavated, recorded and signed off prior to both areas being
backfilled.

Hand excavation

456

All excavation areas will be cleaned as necessary to facilitate the
identification of archaeological features and horizons. All features will
be planned, either by hand (1:50 or 1:100) or using a GPS, as
appropriate.



45.7

458

459

4.6

4.6.1

46.2

4.6.3

4.7

4.7.1

There will be sufficient excavation to give clear evidence for the period,
depth, and nature of any archaeological deposits predating World War
Il. Any archaeological remains dating to World War |l period will be
recorded by plan and photograph unless otherwise archaeologically
important or of interest (such as waste dumps); these will be
excavated and recorded as normal.

Spoil will be scanned visually and with a metal detector to aid recovery
of artefacts.

If exceptional or unexpected feature are uncovered, the SCC
Archaeological Service will be informed, and their advice sought on
further excavation or preservation.

Recording and Sampling

Records will comprise survey, drawn, written and photographic data.
The drawn record will comprise an initial plan (scale 1:50 or 1:100) for
the area. Thereafter, single context and/or excavated feature plans will
be produced for all exposed and excavated features. Trenches and
features will be tied in to the OS grid. Sections will be drawn at 1:10 or
1:20 as appropriate. The written record will comprise context
descriptions on OA East pro-forma context sheets. The photographic
record will comprise monochrome of trenches and excavated features,
and colour slides supplemented by colour and digital photographs.

All pre-WWII features will be investigated and recorded to provide an
accurate evaluation of archaeological date, function, etc.

Bulk samples will be taken by the excavator and in consultation with
the English Heritage Regional Scientific Advisor and the projects
environmental specialist where practicable, to test for the presence
and potential of micro- and macro-botanical environmental indicators.
These samples will be 40l in volume or full context (whichever is
smaller). The result of any analysis will be incorporated in the
evaluation report.

Human Remains

If Human remains are encountered, the relevant authority and the
client will be informed. No further excavation will take place until
removal becomes necessary, this will only be carried out in
accordance with all appropriate Environmental Health regulations and
will only occur after a Ministry of Justice licence has been obtained.
Excavation may be required where the remains are under imminent



4.8

4.8.1

48.2

4.8.3

484

4.9

491

49.2

493

5.1

threat or dating/preservation information is required for costing
purposes. Due to the wide range of variables costs of excavation,
removal and analysis of human remains are not included in any
statement of costs accompanying or associated with this specification.

Metal Detecting and the Treasure Act

Metal detector searches will take place at all stages of the excavation
by an experienced metal detector user. Both excavated areas and
spoil heaps will be checked.

Metal detectors will not be set to discriminate against iron.

If finds are made that might constitute ‘Treasure’ under the definition of
the Treasure Act (1996), they will, if possible, be excavated and
removed to a safe place. Should it not be possible to remove the finds
on the day they are found, suitable security will be arranged.

Finds that are 'Treasure' will be reported to the Suffolk County Coroner
within 14 days, in accordance with the Act. The Suffolk Finds Liaison
Officer from the Portable Antiquities Scheme will also be informed.

Report, Archive and OASIS record

A report on the results of the evaluation will be completed within 6
months of the completion of fieldwork. A draft report will be submitted
for comment and approval before a final hard and digital copy are
issued.

An Oasis number has been obtained and a digital copy of the report
will be submitted on completion of excavation.

All artefactual material recovered will be held in storage by OA East
and ownership of all such archaeological finds will be given over to
relevant authority to facilitate future study and ensure proper
preservation of all artefacts. In the unlikely event that artefacts of
significant monetary value are discovered, and if they are not subject
to Treasure Act legislation separate ownership arrangements may be
negotiated. It is Oxford Archaeology Ltd's policy, in line with accepted
practice, to keep site archives (paper and artefactual) together
wherever possible. All archives will comply in format with MAP 2
recommendations. The archive will be deposited with Suffolk CC.
Timetable

Stripping and excavation is expected to take approximately 2 weeks to
complete. These figures do not allow for delays caused by bad
weather. Working days are based on a 5-day working week, Monday
to Friday.



5.2

5.3

5.4

10

6.1

6.2

6.3

Post-excavation processing and assessment tasks will commence
shortly after excavation commences, to inform the excavation strategy,
and minimise time required to prepare the final report after excavation
is completed.

Post-excavation processing and production of the final archive report
will be completed within a maximum 6 months of completing fieldwork.

The project archive will be deposited following delivering the final
report, unless the County Archaeologist requires further excavation on
the site.

Staffing and Support
The following staff will form the project team:

1 x Project Manager (supervisory only, not based on site)
1 x Project Officer/Supervisor (full time)

1-2 x Site Assistant (full time)

1 x Finds Assistant (part time, as required)

1 x lllustrator for post-excavation work (part time)

The Project Manager and Project Officer/Supervisor will be core staff
of OA East. Names, qualifications and experience of key project
personnel will be communicated to the relevant authority before the
commencement of fieldwork. All Site Assistants will be drawn from a
pool of qualified and experienced staff. The Contractor will not employ
volunteer amateur or student staff, whether paid or unpaid, to fulfil any
of the above tasks except as an addition to the stated team

Specialists will be employed for consultation and analysis as
necessary. It is anticipated that the site at Eriswell may produce multi-
period remains and there will be sampling of environmental remains.
Sarah Percival/Matt Brudenell will assess any Prehistoric pottery, Alice
Lyons/Steve Macaulay will be asked to comment on any Roman
pottery and Dr Paul Spoerry will be asked to assess any
Saxon/medieval pottery. Jane Phimester of OA South will be asked to
comment on WWII remains. Environmental analysis will be carried out
by OA East staff in consultation with Val Fryer and the results will be
conveyed to the English Heritage Regional Scientific Advisor. Faunal
remains will be examined by lan Baxter/Chris Faine. Conservation will
be undertaken by Colchester Museums. In the event that these
specialists are unable to undertake the work within the time constraints
of the project or if other remains are found specialists from the list at
Appendix 1 will be approached to carry out analysis



11 7 Further Considerations

71

7.2

73

74

75

Insurance

OA East is covered by Public and Employer’s Liability Insurance. The
underwriting company is Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc, policy number
SZ/14939479/06. Details of the policy can be seen at the OA East
office.

Services, Public Rights of Way, Tree Preservation Orders etc.

The client will inform the project manager of any live or disused cables,
gas pipes, water pipes or other services that may be affected by the
proposed excavations before the commencement of fieldwork. Hidden
cables/services should be clearly identified and marked where
necessary. The client will likewise inform the project manager of any
public rights of way or permissive paths on or near the land which
might affect or be affected by the work. The client will also inform the
project manager of any trees subject to Tree Preservation Orders
within the subject site or on its boundaries

Site Security

Unless previously agreed with the Project Manager in writing, this
specification and any associated statement of costs is based on the
assumption that the site will be sufficiently secure for archaeological
work to commence. All security requirements, including fencing,
padlocks for gates etc. are the responsibility of the client.

Access

The client will secure access to the site for archaeological personnel
and plant, and obtain the necessary permissions from owners and
tenants to place a mobile office and portable toilet on or near to the
site. Any costs incurred to secure access, or incurred as a result of
withholding of access will not be OA East's responsibility. The costs
of any delays as a result of withheld access will be passed on to the
client in addition to the project costs already specified.

Site Preparation

The client is responsible for clearing the site and preparing it so as to
allow archaeological work to take place without further preparatory
works, and any cost statement accompanying or associated with this
specification is offered on this basis. Unless previously agreed in
writing, the costs of any preparatory work required, including tree
feling and removal, scrub or undergrowth clearance, removal of



7.6

1.7

7.8

7.8.1

7.8.2

79

7.9.1

7.9.2

8

concrete or hard standing, demolition of buildings or sheds, or removal
of excessive overburden, refuse or dumped material, will be charged
to the client, in addition to any costs for archaeological evaluation
already agreed.

Backfilling/Reinstatement

Backfilling/reinstatement of trenches will be undertakenas agreed with
the client.

Monitoring

The relevant planning authority will be informed appropriately of dates
and arrangements to allow for adequate monitoring of the works.

Health and Safety, Risk Assessments

A risk assessment covering all activities to be carried out during the
lifetime of the project will be prepared before work commences, and
sent to the SCC Archaeological Service. This draws on OA East’s
activity-specific risk assessment literature and conforms with CDM
requirements.

All aspects of the project, both in the field and in the office will be
conducted according to OA East’s Health and Safety Policy, Oxford
Archaeology Ltd’s Health and Safety Policy, and Health and Safety in
Field Archaeology (J.L. Allen and A. St John-Holt, 1997). A copy of OA
East’'s Health and Safety Policy can be supplied on request.

Invoicing

Unless otherwise agreed in writing, an invoice for 50% of the agreed
costs of the project will be presented on the project’s initiation. This
will normally be payable before further works take place. The
remaining balance of the fees for the project will be invoiced to the
client on completion of the project and presentation of the final report.

It is expected that payment will be received within 30 days of invoicing.
If payment is not made within this time interest will be charged at base
rate. After a period of three months Oxford Archaeology Ltd employs a
debt collection company to recover unpaid invoices and any costs
incurred during this process will be passed on to the client.
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APPENDIX: CONSULTANT SPECIALISTS

NAME

Allen, Leigh
Allen, Martin
Anderson, Sue
Bayliss, Alex
Biddulph, Edward
Billington, Lawrence
Bishop, Barry
Blinkhorn, Paul
Boardman, Sheila
Bonsall, Sandra
Booth, Paul
Boreham, Steve
Brown, Lisa
Cane, Jon
Champness, Carl
Cotter, John
Crummy, Nina
Cowgill, Jane
Darrah, Richard
Dickson, Anthony
Donelly, Mike
Doonan, Roger

Druce, Denise

Drury, Paul

Evans, Jerry
Faine, Chris
Fletcher, Carole
Fosberry, Rachel
Fryer, Val

Gale, Rowena
Geake, Helen
Gleed-Owen, Chris
Goffin, Richenda

Hamilton-Dyer, Sheila
Howard-Davis, Chris

Hunter, Kath

SPECIALISM

Worked bone, CBM, medieval metalwork

Medieval coins

HSR, pottery and CBM
C14

Roman pottery

Lithics

Lithics

Iron Age, Anglo-Saxon and medieval pottery

Plant macrofossils, charcoal

Plant macrofossils; pollen preparations
Roman pottery and coins

Pollen and soils/ geology

Prehistoric pottery

illustration & reconstruction artist
Snails, geoarchaeology

Medieval/post-Medieval finds, pottery, CBM

Small Find Assemblages
Slag/metalworking residues
Wood technology

Worked Flint

Flint

Slags, metallurgy

Pollen, charred plants, charcoal/wood
identification, sediment coring and

interpretation
CBM (specialised)

Roman pottery

Animal bone

Medieval pot, glass, small finds
Charred plant remains
Molluscs/environmental
Charcoal ID

Small finds

Herpetologist

Post-Roman pottery, building materials,

painted wall plaster
Fish and small animal bones

Small finds, Mesolithic flint, RB coarse pottery,

leather, wooden objects and wood technology;
Archaeobotany (charred, waterlogged and

ORGANISATION
Oxford Archaeology
Fitzwilliam Museum
Suffolk County Council
English Heritage
Oxford Archaeology
Freelance
Freelance
Freelance

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Cambridge University
Oxford Archaeology
Freelance

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Freelance
Freelance
Freelance

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology

Oxford Archaeology

Freelance
Freelance
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Freelance
Freelance
Freelance

Suffolk CC

Oxford Archaeology

Oxford Archaeology



NAME

Jones, Jenny

King, David
Locker, Alison

Loe, Louise

Lyons, Alice
Macaulay, Stephen
Masters, Pete
Middleton, Paul

Mould, Quita
Nicholson, Rebecca
Palmer, Rog
Percival, Sarah
Poole, Cynthia
Popescu, Adrian
Rackham, James

Riddler, lan

Robinson, Mark
Rowland, Steve
Rutherford, Mairead

Samuels, Mark
Scaife, Rob
Scott, lan

Sealey, Paul
Shafrey, Ruth
Smith, lan
Spoerry, Paul
Stafford, Liz
Strid, Lena
Tyers, lan

Ui Choileain, Zoe
Vickers, Kim
Wadeson, Stephen
Walker, Helen
Way, Twigs
Webb, Helen
Willis, Steve

SPECIALISM
mineralised plant remains)

Conservation

Window glass & lead
Fishbone

Osteologist

Late Iron Age/Roman pottery
Roman pottery

geophysics
Phosphates/garden history

Ironwork, leather

Fish and small mammal and bird bones, shell
Aerial photographs

Prehistoric pottery, quern stones

Multi-period finds, CBM, fired clay

Roman coins

Faunal and plant remains, can arrange pollen

analysis
Anglo-Saxon bone objects & related artefact

types
Insects

Faunal and human bone

Pollen, non-pollen palynomorphs,
dinoflagellate cysts, diatoms
Architectural stonework

Pollen

Roman, Medieval, post-medieval finds,

metalwork, glass
Iron Age pottery

Worked stone, cbm

Animal Bone

Medieval pottery

Snails

Animal bone

Dendrochronology

Human bone

Insects

Samian, Roman glass

Medieval Pottery in the Essex area
Medieval landscape and garden history
Osteologist

Iron Age pottery

ORGANISATION

ASUD, Durham
University

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology

Cranfield University

Peterborough Regional

College

Oxford Archaeology
Air Photo Services
Freelance

Oxford Archaeology

Fitzwilliam Museum

Freelance

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology

Freelance

Oxford Archaeology

Freelance

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology

Oxford Archaeology
Sheffield University
Oxford Archaeology

Freelance
Oxford Archaeology



NAME SPECIALISM ORGANISATION
Young, Jane Medieval Pottery in the Lincolnshire area
Zant, John Coins Oxford Archaeology

Radiocarbon dating is normally undertaken for Oxford Archaeology East by SUERC and by
the Oxford University Accelerator Laboratory.

Geophysical prospection is normally undertaken by Cranfield University, Geoquest, and
Geophysical Surveys, Bradford.
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Asception: Co-operative,
SCHNEIDER, the teacher at

repatristion has refuced them to two.
' He has promised to carry on until hias repatristion.

e —

440] 10151/113 12m 446 MAC Lid. BI{I

e

8pgd, R.1.8. Raffles

Cranwich hostel hn.*ﬂdauhunfim*ﬁmmtﬂ




% &
Dbfw, GANBATGS K. {‘B,«"'PEJ eged 55, S,A.1933 mreviowly O.5.Choveley,otrong
opportuniast pu-h T.0, ,fairly intelligent, feclo atrongly ahout re-edu-
o
Snﬂngmﬂ M. ('.B..’.’-H] aged 23 , ™,0,, bonk clerk, salscted ns leader of
dincussion pruup, kedn, i in upleke, pafrenhing peraonality,

Bold, SCHIBGHL.O.(B~ /22) sged 25, lived in Switrerland all his 1ife,
foreign correspondant,publishes comp woptisine, pilostekling, tobes greal
intercet in Lapec rlag the paper.

5« HORALE:

Folrly good on the whole. Otpt.Cator has Jogked well after the
Pa/W's re-crantional activities, Pe/W hove been contented,Information
rocaived from other loss loolated campo, howower, has latoly orcatod om
atmopphore of frustration and diseatisfacticn bechuse of lack of odvio
contucts, Qertain Pa/l of greup 29 have never comsed to couplain about
the fast that thay vers "deprived" off tholr "leogitimate® poy for seivicea
rondered as B.E.P, in Italy. Tho sltuation in Palastine hos rovived oome
dorant erti-uamitio sentimanta, Viewa of this kind are aired in tha
discusaiongroup, Tha dismnmtling of Gomman industrios is generating heatsd
dobates among Pa/W. At & convercnco of re-educatiopists I poticed,howevnr,
that some intormed and voderate oplnions exlat, Tho intake of sboul 300
Pa/W from oampe of diflering atandayde has n dfeturbing offeot on the intelleotual
level of ¥a/W.

ke POLITICAL FROGHESS:

No merked improvemen® con be roported, Heoavy ssricultural worl: causes
physical end pentnl tlrvdnes: and a good doal of apathy townrds preblens
of' Qeroan rooconstroction is noiiceabls, Howover, o great mony Pa/M whon
I intorviewed cxpresseod balancel vims,

5. YOUTH:

Thors iz no spocisl problem. Diffidence towards Allicd policy
is on the increass. & carefidl choioe of toploal lectures Lo desivable,

6. EE= TIOMAL ACTIVITIES

o concentrited afforts have besn mude Qurlns the last two oonths,
Bomo activition arw boing conbinued and ht incressc for 4wo roocecnn,
Firstly, the fsolation of the camp(Cramwich) will be strongly felt in the
coming months and sacondly the seturn of T.0. Pa/W w111 strengthen tho
hand of the keon Study Lendsr SOROERNER,

Newspapors: The supply of Brslish papera is sstlafaotory.
70 eopien are boing sont to this cnmp daily,
All dailios witlh the cxooptiod of the Daily
Worker are received. Tranaport difficullios,
howiver, hove somotimes mada doliveries
frregulnre, I suggested oy serpncsents, 15 to
20 Gorman papers regch the camp weekly,

Library My supgostion to supply moro flotion heg boen
acoopted, The oamp hes now 1500 books.

Lootures: Ho leoture has boopn given in this oszp for's
month, Mr.Wagner'a lecture "On Qultural
Rohabilitntion of Garoany™ was attendsd poarly,
The title woas decoribed to me an unattrective.
I shouid l1ike to emphacise that tho title should
sppoel to the Imagindtion of tho Po/W. A lecturn
by ¥r, Bloch on the Jowish probles would benafid

thia oamp.







==

COUTGITE COTTADTE,
Ei_r_\_l_"ir. ;"'ﬂ"‘._t_"",,.:l".'f..“'.“ﬁ_ﬁ,_?i“ tltutiona;

Pa/VW wisited R.D.C. Mildenhall a% regular intervals,,

Po/ii will violt the [ agistrotos Court ot

PaN wore adodtted +o W.E. A, iunford{Suffolk) y thoy attond o
course on English litereture. The C.0. ngreed Lo change the
date of his parade, so that Ps/l pow muy attend this couras,
I arranged o vizit of the city of Norwlch,vhoro Pa/T wore
introduoed into historio and clvio aspoots by & guide,

Yioits mnde to tho oomp:

A sport fostival wan nrracged for Ps/fV, 5 Ps/W coyo attondeds

The vory isclated locstion of this caop doos not allow of nany
contacts. However, I dipoussed the cusstlion with the C.0. and

he proniscd 0 appronoh R,D,C. Brancon,

oA,
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Choveloy: Gansaugo, (B). 35 yoars old, he im an cxcellont typo, keon and sound and 1
Alroany an aspot in our work, Appointed st March '57.

Woodcock: Kettonr (A} Woll up to the "A" grading and roody and sble to ™o
all he oon untll Mo ropatrintion,

3+ MORALE

Cood, Thorc iz np abtitad: of fataliss townrds repatriotion, all boing
scaningly roconciled ta dopibturc with thoir groups. All Pe/V are amployed on
farm work; friendly rolations exist with employers, It is rcgretted that so fow
olvilian contncta are posaible in this sparsoly populatcd erca. The hoaring of
nppeails in April holped morolo osnaiderably, but tho ncutost doproasion exists
nmg::- :i! billotoss graded "0% ( including ooms in groupe 1 = 12), all of whom
wIre .

ke FOLITICAL TROGMESE

Chovelsy is the best hoatel, T agroc with the doscription of Cremwich
(by 1nst T.A. wisltar) sz “having & Sundoy School atuoephore”, But this is
{mproving undar tho offorte of Roscllem ( tho Studies Lender) though lapoded by
thy stolid indifforence of tho Camp Loader - inturested Inmthing but his ( now due)
ropatriatisn, Thoro has beon = gpaty of Purther appenls following tha succcss of
tho first oppellunts and I ostimito that & goneral re-serecning would produce
upwerda of 8% A's, Tho 58 ©'= should be ro—esircéned - and quickly,

5« XYOUTH

—_

Thoy prosent no epocial problom and their sagregation is nolither contemplated
nor adviseble.

6, HL-EDUCATIOMAL ACTIVITIES

Thure hao boon asaplito disloeation at H.Q., whonco all Px/W were a fow
days agh suddonly tranaforred to othor casps to eake rosm for 700 Ularaniansg tho
Ohomp Parlisment and Democratic Working G woro dimsolved, thoir mowbers dispersod,
The Rditor of the camp magesing ( Paul (B) ) , tho Studics Loador ( Rocper B+)
and the Chup nrtlst ( Scchara B ), nll good nverngo mon, just meannged to cecnpo
t ¢ frtoc of their collesguce- farfunstely for ro—oclucation prospects. The ganoral
standard ia good, with renpomably onpeble men enger to organise further progross.
Huch will depend on how the now Oomonndont dovelops and on tho caning roplocomanta
for the #/ teondors ot Crovwich and Wocdooek, Welfaye ocan moot rensonnblo domands.
Aooomuodntion iu sstisfretary oxoepting Chovelay vhoro a seall ndditional hut is
assential for loagons, ddsouesion groups cto.

Waahonpoat nsd Ausbliole: Son Appandix B,
Tho rorvioe in exccptizanl, 239 dailica ( takon cach

Howsphpors:
Any) ond 60 wooklios nnd =-nthlics being purchised
through wolfare, I hawe sulrceted some curtniloont
of thia 225 & monta oxXponag, Eiutlne roguests for
mare Dersnn papars,

Tibrsry: Snticfaokory; with ef{lclent fntarchange sorvioe,

Heduention in oasp strength hag bolped catters, Psliti-
cal bo kn in Gormm are carnestly roguostud by Rosellen,
Studics Lesdor at Cromeich,

Lootoros: Schults (Bwlsn) Pair roceptian for his talk " Applind
noionco - its fupoct om Oulbure"; dlscussion ab
Waslzock hore no relation to thi theme, denling onlnly
with tho link botwocn Swims and German coonoty, This
wap probably duc to Wolff having taken prastleally the
sngo subjoet Por wooks previoualy.
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Prose Roviow: Tha avalanche of Pnglish Papers received ( and read)

mnlkas spaken roviews uanoocssnry, The BEC 22,00

rviviow in genernlly huard ond there i the grootost
interest in tho Vochonpoet ¥owe Service and tha Spliogel.
It ip anrpestly requested and recomsended that two
afiditionnl eoplen of eveh be eont, ¢nthling oach hoptal
*o poooive mod retain a eogy. Tnterost ocentres on

gare funion with the 5.40:89n held, Shat Bussin will
ot Tnts lines "3he Is not eo strong ns her attitudo

imliociten™,
English Tnstruction: =ni - Appundir A,
InTormstian Hooos Todla hna pover beon "built up” nnd roooing the Bending

Booz it wao when Doughty saw it n few wooke ngo,

Postora ( British Porlisceint) wers shown in the dining
hall ond of lont year ond hove since buen returned to
D0GA. The Tenoosce To2)ley peterial wes not ussd by

#ime land ( ropatristed stulies leslor) nor by his
rocont mucccasor, Rouper. .G, [ with Ukralaians in)

in now out of the guestlon but thore is room at Crenwlohs
1 suzgest the withiresal of the 7.V, matorial and ia
rouplacodent by ssouthins core interesting. The comp
nrtipt Suchnrs can handle anything once he has basio

matorial,
T OTER CAMP ACTIVITINS
Boligion: Tha resident H.0. pilre Schiffhaver hnlds sorvices also

in "ther onops; a Protestant Palre ( Richter) visite
regularly from 260 coop. Both have good influcnoe and
e-nfing thossclves t7 relizion, Attandance nlvd &t 1seal
oturchos, Intorert in roligisn is waning.

Busntd i Unugunlly good, 48 taking olassse at Cranwich, 25 ot

Chovaley ond & at Wooloook. [ Details of all classos
with nnmes <f tenchors lnoluled on Appendix i = £
English Saction),

Bntertninmonts: The: Thaatre Group llsintejrated on the Ukrainian inwnsion,
There bzl boon o recent olsbirote, fully costumed, P
renloring of Hinna von 3ambolm,  Intorest cenbres
on faothall eany lsosl si'ecs sufforing torrific Aefoats by
oricip - toame,

8. COCLUSIoNS

The replsceront of the late Commantnnt by an of ficor whose attitude towards

ro~edusation wiil be olasrer firoc bis astisns during the cocing monthe, moke the
situation difficolt o mmBass, Tho poneral atandncd of the Pali ond the kosnnosa
of thooc conductiog rusciucntlon, ‘indicate that progrogs should eontinue,

s
1.

24
=5

e

Sa
6.

RECCHHERDATIORS

Thi: Gouup to bave & shurt vislt sne uwonth honoo-to check up an the developoent

of the how Comendnnt!s stiltuds townrls ro-sducntion ond to clarify tha
quastion of tha hoatel lowdisra ot Crapwich and Woodoock,

The 58 C's to bo re-sorcencd witliout dulay.

Advige in 'the purchnes of a duplicator bo given; Lf' nocospary Aftor roforanco to

ONGPs

Inforaation Boom, A= detnilod under Hending.

A tew politics]l books La Garoan to bo sont, nddréspolt to Rosellen, Btulios
Landoy at Cromwich,

Two ndditionnl ooplos anch of the Woclhonpost Hews Serviee and the Splegel to
be supplisd in future, ( 3 in all),

2.0,







| ENGLISH INSPECTOR'S REPORT. ﬂ‘#"" DATE OF VISIT /4.4, ¢ 5
__ CAMP No, ADDRESS
VICTORIA TP,
85 MILDEFHALL,
TYPE : Yofliing, SUFTULE. TELEPHONE :Jd 1derhald 2184

COLOUR : Erny.

COMMAMDANT - L4, Col. C.:5 Slack. Ou /e, Cranvich hortel:Capt. Cator, V.G, ML
LAGERSPRECHER. Uirsinlan.
MNo. OF HOSTELS 2 German

STRENGTH OF MAIN CAMP Ukrainisns. GERMANLAULTRLANE }
20 Uormans. TOTAL STRENGTH: 1043
STREMNGTH OF HOSTELS 1113 § 230 billetees,

P'yW. ACCOMMODATION IN MAIN CAMP: Me. IN TENTS. Mo. IN HUTS. = Mas, IN BUILDING,
WELFARE FUND : £ 230. I

LONDON TERMINUS Edverpeol Bt

STATION OF ARRIVAL ¥{1danhall . 70 MILES FROM LONDON
DISTANCE FROM STATION TO CAMP  Z=m.

COMMUNICATION FROM STATIOM TO cAMP: W, transport,

ACCOMMODATION ; MESS, HOTEL. Hird in the Hand, Mldenhall (food good).

ENGLISH CLASSES

Mo, Ma. Mo, of L Tocal B Ma,
1 “ et I O L R —
Puipily Cleza=s por Week in GOS Muin Camp Rasdare CHethanal et lor Tesching. Noo
f - _—
|
| | |
BEG |
TREATHLARS,
¥ A
i | |
INT |
. I
ADY |
MISC
I | |
] I 1
| | |
i |
Mo, of Clagrooms | Teats Hut or Bailding Lighting System Heating Blsckboards Accommuodazion for Lecyres,
Bl
TO BE SENT AGAINST PAYMENT Mo al lish X
Copy Boola | Pencilk | Chaik | Pess | k| Papar Mlﬂmfw No. of * ENGLISH FOR ALL

| | |
Mo, of GOS. Dicrlonsiren, e, requirsd :—

Mewspapers, Book, sc., raguired —

Purchase authorized by : LA K-S










|

~ ' ENGLISH INSPECTOR'S REPORT. yuior B,1, Raffles, PATE OF viser 23/26 <

CAMF.No. g5 | ADDRESS  vromomra oM@,
. EXR BRANDON ROAD,
HILDFERRALL.

TYPE :
___cmoui'_":m“ | TELEPHOME Jildenhal]l 2184

—_——

COMMANDANT : Lt Gol H.S. Gill (Retiring - successor appointed).

LAGERSPRECHER. Flefferkorn 0. 4/c.Satellite; Capt. Cator, VG MM

No, OF HOSTELS 1 sateallite, and 2 host:ls.

STRENGTH OF MAIN CAMP G638 GERMANS AlETREANS I
TOTAL STREMGTH : 1732 I

STRENGTH OF HOSTELS 879 |

PV, ACCOMMODATION IN MAIN CAMP: No. IN TENTS. Mo, IN HUTS, all Mo IN BUILDING, |
WELFARE FUND: ¢ 85 - g .
LONDON TERMINUS ~ Idv. St.

STATION OF ARRIVAL ©  Bury St. Bdmunds. TSHILES: FROM| LONDON #
DISTANCE FROM STATION TO CAMP. 12 milen. !
COMMUNICATION FROM STATION TO CAMP : W.D, transport.

ACCOMMODATION JS(ESE HOTEL. "Bull®, Bartom 3ills; nr Mildenhnll. (good)

EMGLISH CLASSES

g i bt Hexched n‘:?:n ﬂ: o Ocher Dooks, eec. umed
Fuplls Clstes per Waek in GOS Maln Camp Raadary Dicthonalres for Tuaching. Mo
¥ |
1 1 I 2 10 ' &0 Large no,
BEG private
possesaion | “Amerdcan words
and wayas®
INT - ox = - |
| |
|I { |
1" 1 | 2 15
ADN | | ‘I__:h_m.' only - - -
| E | started.
l[
[ |
| | J
misc 50 private, 1 | |
| |
| | I | S | | |
: | l :
TOTALY| 62 L2 b | 60 | | | -
Mo of Clsmroosm | Tants, Huts or Bullding Lighting Syuiem Hasting Blarkboardy |+ Aecommesdstion for Lectures,
[ 17
£ hut elec stove . 1 theatre 200
TO BE SENT AGAINST PAYMENT '| ol "1“"‘
Copy Books | Pencih | Chalk Poa | Wk | o Paper sl o Llirery Ao of = ENGLEH BOR ALLS
- - - - = = 75 REMARKS
] ]
Ma. of GOS, Dictionsires, etc, required =—
ko
Hewspapars, Books. sic. raquired 1= Cramwich Satellite suka for coples of "Hansard® if available,
For books asked for, see attached list.
Purchase suthorized by :
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Reception: Co-operative.
There has been a alump in Bnglish Teaching st the Main Camp rr«rrm:,mm
has had to throw it up on being appointed Camp Speaker; however, I got

“t";:, the two BEnglish teachers and tht ntuda. leader tuatthar and gave th:h a pep

ect.
jﬂriwfurmpuﬁhhtnh-ﬂnfuﬂhﬂ.ﬂ. Al
lﬂdthtnhuﬂﬂ:. tﬂutmmthﬁnﬁ

nmt .:Ea 2 Tine type of officer, ‘hlhll.lpl'i

: J Hmtorutlhthnﬂﬂ-t
m:mtl—nhmtuﬁm-tuhlnﬁuthﬂsm

Another factor which has not improved pmospects of HZEl. English teaching in this
port of Englaml, is the very hard work put in by FPa/W in fighting ths floods. Hen have
been tired out and in consequence disinclined for study.

14 Ilnu'm!. praige for their efforts on all sides.
3 » Enobal, mlthough not a brilliant Znglish scholar, does hia best,
"

h

E

L b

1

i

EE groat umt.lm fml the Rev. Wimpress, Uongregationsl Minister at Wood Ditt .

mw_m and in sddition to spiritusl mindstrations, gives
His wisits are greatly apprecisted by Fa/if. 1 called on him,

continued over/issee

instruection in
he wam mot at home,

[POL4R] TOISH/11S U2m 446 HAC Laed EIJI

| = - i






















\© 7 ENGLISH INSPECTOR'S REPORT. yuy 5.1 5. nAFvLis

+ -

DATE OF VISIT 29 Noy

e No 55 ADDRESS VICToRIA caMT, = T &, T,
T! BRANDON ROAD,
MTTDENHALL
1 Woricing. SUFFILX. TELEPHOMNE : ankil 1
ol " -
COMMANDANT : Jt. Col. Gill.
© LAGERSPRECHER. Boremann
Mo. OF HOSTELS L

STRENGTH OF MAIN CAMP  £63 4+ 185

1035
P's/W. ACCOMMODATION IN MAIN CAMP: Ne. IN TENTS.

STRENGTH OF HOSTELS

WELFARE FUND : £ 105.

GERMANS AAISTRIANS

TOTAL STREMGTH :

LONDON TERMINUS  Liverpool St.

STATION OF ARRIVAL Bury 3t Blmunds. (Thmre ia & station at Mil-MILES FROM LONDON 70
DISTANCE FROM STATION TO CAMP denhall - 2 miles but 1t 1s FASSUONiprectically

COMMUNICATION FROM STATION TO CAMP:

uselens).

No. 1IN HUTS.

V5L3,
Na. IN BUILDING.

ACCOMMODATION : MESS; HOTEL. 3ull, Bartbd’ %sa).
EMGLISH CLASSES
| s Sl &% [ % [ omsae
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talz proved an impossibility. 4
© Prom the rather @raory inspedtion that I was alils tuunn-;mt., it w'ﬁht
interceat in learming English was not very great.

The Camp Lesder, who naturslly has mich to do, is the only teacher st the main camp,
but efforts are to be made tc find some help for him in teaching.

The two teachers st Cranwich satellite know the Imnguage well, tut do not seem %o
attrsct mny pupils.

Agein, at Bells Paddook, the teacher is sn intelligent man and cbviously interssted
in his subjeot, but pupils are not wery numerous,

Poazibly the posting of one or two new teachsrs might infuse new life.

The suggestion was agaln made that an fasue of say 12 oopiés of a play would prove
an attraction,

There would be resd i sn organised clans.
(Hote: An extra doy should be allowed for my next wiait.)

The Rev, Norman Tetlaw (Methodist ¥inister), Kingsway House, T9 Kingsway, Mildenhall
Suffelk mlresdy visits the mailn camp where I met him.  He assists with bible-clesses,
han certein Ps/W in his om chapel for services, gives +talks on religious metters and
takes part of Camp mervice every Sunday. He ia lenrning German and has preasched his
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All fields are required unless they are not applicable.
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OASIS Number \ oxfordar3-245827 \

Project Name

Excavation of POW Camp 85 Victoria at Eriswell Site Extension 2 Scheme, A1065, Eriswell, Suffolk
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HER No. ‘ ESF23496 Fed HER/OASIS No. ‘ oxfordar3-242305
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Prompt

Planning condition
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[] Field Observation (periodic visits) [ ] Part Excavation [] salvage Record
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Open-Area Excavation [] salvage Excavation [] watching Brief

Monument Types/Significant Finds & Their Periods
List feature types using the NMR Monument Type Thesaurus and significant finds using the MDA
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“none”.

Monument Period Object Period
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‘ Drain ‘ Modern 1901 to Present ~ Milk bottle Modern 1901 to Present ‘
‘ Boundary fence ‘ Modern 1901 to Present  Brick Modern 1901 to Present ‘

Project Location

County ‘ Suffolk }ddress (including postcode if possible)
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Parish ‘ Eriswell 212\?\, "
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HER ‘ Suffolk
Study Area ‘ 02 ha bal Grid Reference | 1 735 768 ‘

Project Originators



Organisation
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\ OA EAST

‘ Rachael Abraham

Project Design Originator ‘ Richard Mortimer

Project Manager

Supervisor

‘ Richard Mortimer
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Paper Archive
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Ceramics ] ] ] [dcis Context Sheet
Environmental L] L] L] [] Geophysics [] Correspondence
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Industrial ] ] ] [ Moving Image [] Manuscript
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Metal ] ] ] Survey [] Matrices
Stratigraphic ] ] [X] Text ] Microfilm
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None ] ] ] Sections
Other ] ] [] survey

Notes:




“,s

Karmy i T Delgir

Vo8 g | ke 8
e 1<) - © Foabule Heally
N P B o'> :
N N I N
| 277500 — - T - = S >
X, i %
s "y
- ~ = e
*, * -
b Y
¥ ,
u
B i .
% Y
"
| % " -
w
| b ™
| 8 | -
b S <
"
| [, Turradh » " o
.
ey |
Chisa i atle I 1 'q\
Psatsden | "
i
‘ LN
s
o &
277000 > o el - .
| A
| ; g
| ' ; s
i ’ r s
| ! | ¥
| [ S—
| ]
Turmta 65 |
Fama |
| jrevei
| B = e -
™ HEgE | s
B e
fnmm X
!
I Calnon Hill
[
|
i [
276500 i . Y o
! {
. !
{ |
|
I !
= I
* I
|
4 f auith
> 1
§
L}
l, £l
<A
| &
i -
0 100 200 300 400 500°'m
| | m—
| I o
Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2016. All rights reserved. License No. AL 10001998

Figure 1: Site location
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Plate 1: Structure 100, view from the west.

Plate 2: Structure 100, view from the north.
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Plate 4: Foundation pad 109 within structure 104, view from the north.
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Plate 5: Water management structure 110, view from the north.

Plate 6: Structure 125, view from the east.
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Plate 8: Post hole 189, view from the east.
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Plate 10: Concrete block 220, view from the north.
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Plate 12: Rows of post holes related to buiding 194, view from the south.
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Plate 13: Building 223, view from the north.

Plate 14: Standing MoWP huts to the east of the development area, view from south-east.
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late 2 : 19 5 aerial photograph of o Camp ictoria © oogle Exacavation area sho ninred
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