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SUMMARY

The Oxford Archaeological Unit carried out a field evaluation at land adjacent to Pooh Corner
and Wildacre, Sandy Lane, Northwood Hertfordshire on behalf of Village Homes Ltd. The
evaluation did not identify the presence of any archaeological features or layers.

1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Location and scope of work

In November 1999 the Oxford Archaeological Unit (OQAU) carried out a field evaluation at land
adjacent to Pooh Corner and Wildacre, Sandy Lane, Northwood, Hertfordshire on behalf of
Village Homes (South East) Ltd in respect of a planning application for the construction of six
five-bedroomed dwellings (Planning Application No. 99/1873/FUL). A brief was set by Alex
Hunt of Hertfordshire County Council and a WSI prepared by OAU was agreed as an
appropriate response to the brief.

The development site is bounded to the east by Sandy Lane, to the south by the residences of
Clearcroft, Hillside, Pooh Corner and Wildacre, to the west by Upland Court and to the north by
properties fronting Bishop’s Avenue; it is 0.58 hectares in area (Fig. 1).

1.2 Geology and topography

The site is situated ¢ 1 km to the south of the River Colne, and lies on London Clay, covering
solid chalk drift (Geological Survey of Great Britain, sheet 255) at 102 m OD. The site is
currently part of a landscaped garden. In the Pooh Comer garden, to the south of the
development, landscaping has taken place, along with the removal of trees.

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

The archaeological background to the evaluation has been presented in the WSI (OAU 1999),
the results of which are summarised below.

The site itself has produced no archaeological evidence, however, the area around the
development is of known archaeological significance:

(1) The site of Sandy Lodge Golf Course, located 500 m to the north of the
development area, has been subject to a number of archaeological investigations
during the 1960s, 70s and 90s, the results of which have indicated multi-pertod
activity. An Upper Palacolithic knapping site represented the earliest deposits
identified. Activity then continues in the Mesolithic, represented by worked
flints, which included an axe. The Neolithic was represented by a number of
sherds of pottery. Further prehistoric activity was attributed to the late Bronze
Age and early Iron Age and comprised flint and pottery. Later activity was
identified and included a Roman structure, with flint foundations and associated
finds and features, Saxon pottery and a number of medieval artefacts, which
included pottery and a knife.
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(i1) Earthworks were identified at Oxhey Woods, ¢ 500 m to the cast of the
development site. These features represent former field boundaries and part of an
ancient trackway. Neolithic activity has been located to the north of the
development area, at the site of Hamper Mill. A number of other medieval
features were recognised at this site, which included a barn and a watermill.

1.4 The evaluation was undertaken for Village Homes (South East) Ltd. Thanks are
extended to Alex Hunt (H.C.C.) and to the contractors.

2 EVALUATION AIMS

The aims of the evaluation, as stated in the WSI were as follows:

2.1 To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains within the proposal area.

22 To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any
archaeological remains present.

23 To establish the artefactual and environmental potential of archaeological deposits and
features.

2.4  To make available the results of the investigation.

3 EVALUATION METHODOLOGY

3.1 Sample size and scope of ficldwork

The evaluation was based upon a 4% sample of the development area, and consisted of 2
trenches measuring 20 m long and 1.80 m wide, and 12 test pits measuring 1 m x 1 m (Fig. 2).
32 Fieldwork methods and recording

The overburden in the trenches and test pits was removed by a JCB mechanical excavator under
close archaeological supervision. The test pits were hand excavated in 0.10 m spits, with the
deposits being sieved for artefacts. The first and last 1 m length of topsoil in each trial trench
was steved for artefacts.

The trenches were cleaned by hand and any revealed features were sampled to determine their

extent and nature, and to retrieve finds and environmental samples. All archaeological features
were planned and where excavated their sections drawn at scales of 1:20, All features were
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