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Summary

On the 12" to 14" December 2011 and 26" to 30" January 2012, OA East carried
out an archaeological watching brief at Bylaugh Sewage Treatment Works (TG 0369
1829). The monitoring was carried out during the construction of a new dosing slab,
storm drain tank and associated pipework. No archaeological features were
uncovered during the course of the works.
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1 GEoLoGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

1.1.1

Bylaugh Sewage Treatment works lies in a depression south of Bylaugh Hall to the
East of St Mary the Virgin church. The site is located just north of the current coarse of
the River Wensum. The site is situated on glacial sand and gravels that have in the
past been extracted in nearby Swanton Morley. The site is at ¢.20m AoD.

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

211

21.2

213

21.4

Within the area of Bylaugh Sewage treatment works a number of undated crops marks
have been identified. These are generally presumed either Roman or Medieval.

The Sewage treatment works is located to the East of the small parish church of St
Mary the Virgin. The earliest element of the church is the 11" to 12" century tower,
which has a later 14" century belfry. The church of St Mary the Virgin was abandoned
to the point of collapse and then underwent a major reconstruction in 1809-1810 under
the designs of Sir John Lombe.

A medieval chapel was located nearby to the North West. The deserted medieval
village of Bylaugh is believed to be situated to the North of the sewage works.

The majority of the archaeological sites of interest around the sewage treatment works
are to the north side of the road on higher ground.

3 MEeTHoODOLOGY

3.1.1  The objective of this watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible the
presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

3.1.2 The Brief required that the areas to be machined were monitored in case
archaeological deposits were uncovered.

3.1.3 The area of investigation was located within the sewage treatment works. The works
were primarily to the North and West of the trickle filter beds.

3.1.4 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales
digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

3.1.5 Site conditions were generally good. The work was carried out by two 360 mechanical
excavators using ditching buckets.

4 REsuLTs

4.1 Slab

4.1.1  The area of the slab was located towards the North of the sewage treatment works. No
archaeological features were located within the area excavated.

4.1.2 The only deposits identified in this area were the topsoil, a modern drain cut, which was

part of the sewage works, and redeposited material from the construction of the
sewage works. The modern redeposited material contained a large number of plastic
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4.2
421

4.3
4.31

4.3.2

capped glass bottles, including one labelled Optrex, and a number of fragments of
glazed pottery that were not recovered.

Storm tank

An area 9m in diameter was excavated to the west of the trickle filter beds. This area
was dug to a depth of 1.15m. Again two deposits were located within the area. These
were a mix of topsoil and modern redeposited material from the construction of the
sewage plant.

Pipework and Ducting

Three small trenches were excavated for the ducting and pipework. Two trenches, one
for pipework and one for ducting were excavated on an approximate N-S alignment
from the new dosing slab towards the storm drain. The ducting was excavated to a
maximum depth of 0.8m and was 1m in width. The pipework was also excavated to a
maximum depth of 0.8m and was 0.45m in width. Neither of the trenches cut into
deposits other than the modern build up layers and topsoil.

A third trench was excavated for a drain running across the south of the sewage works
to the north of the old sludge tanks. The drain was excavated with a 0.45m ditching
bucket to a maximum depth of 1.2m. A number of modern services for the sewage
works were uncovered during the excavation of this drainage run.

5 Discussion AND CONCLUSIONS

5.1.1

No archaeological features were found, although a number of modern pipe trenches
and pipes were seen, within the areas investigated. In all areas investigated only
modern build up and levelling deposits were seen.
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Figure 1: Site location



Plate 1: Slab area

Plate 2: Storm drain tank area
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